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The  Transportation  Problem 
In  The  South  End 

On  November  16,  1971,  an  open  meeting  was 
held  in  the  South  End  at  which  75  South  End 
residents  attended.  The  purpose  ol  this  meeting 
was  to  discuss  the  TOPICS  program  in  the  South 
End  and  to  get  community  input  into  the  Boston 
Transportation  Planning  Review  which  is 
restudying  hingways  within  Route  128.  Many  State 
and  City  officials  were  present,  as  well  as  repre- 
sentatives from  the  BTPR. 

The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  Trans- 
portation Staff  presented  the  TOPICS  program. 
After  considerable  discussion  by  commimity 
residents,  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted: 

TOPICS  for  the  South  End  must  be 
dropped.  Any  further  proposal  must  relate 
to  mass  transit  and  must  be  designed  to 
reduce  traffic  through  our  streets.  This 
community  must  be  involved  from  the 
beginning  stages  in  any  further  trans- 
portation planning  for  the  South  End. 
During  the  discussion  before  the  vote,  residents 
expressed  great  concern  about  TOPICS.  They  were 
appalled  with  the  South  End  TOPICS  program 
because  it  would  divide  up  our  residential  com- 
munity, increase  traffic  in  our  streets  and  open  the 
way  for  massive  use  of  our  community  streets  for 
commuter  traffic  if  the  Southwest  Expressway  is 
built.  The  community  was  horrified  that  the 
TOPICS  plan  for  the  South  End  had  been  developed 
without  any  involvement  of  the  neighborhood 
associations  or  neighborhood  organizations  and 
without  any  thought  of  the  environmental  impact. 

Specifically,  some  of  the  TOPICS  proposals 
rejected  by  the  community  meeting  were: 

1.  Reducing  the  width  of  the  sidewalks  on 
Tremont  Street  by  three  feet.  Installation 
of  a  concrete  center  strip  in  the  center  of 
Tremont  Street  with  no  trees  in  it. 

2.  Removal  of  most  of  the  trees  on  Massa- 
chusetts Avenue  to  malte  way  for  left  turn 
lanes. 

3.  Conversion  of  streets  such  as  West 
Concord,  Warren  Avenue,  West  Dedham, 
West  Newton  and  other  local  streets  into 
through  traffic  streets. 

4.  A  computerized  traffic  light  system  to 
allow  cars  and  heavy  trucks  to  careen  and 
rumble  through  the  South  End  at  high 
speed. 

5.  Widening  of  East  Berkeley  Street. 
Transit  problems  were  discussed  at  a  second 

community  meeting  held  on  November  25,  1971. 
Objections  were  raised  to  the  proposal  to  remove 
the  "El"  on  Washington  Street  without  any 
adequate  replacement.  The  new  Orange  Line  is 
planned  to  have  only  two  stops  at  one  edge  of  the 
South  End.  Bus  service  on  Tremont  Street  is  clearly 
inadequate.  People  at  the  meeting  demanded  that 
the  elevated  line  be  retained  until  a  rapid  transit 
replacement  along  the  same  route  is  completed. 
More  stops  along  Washington  Street  were 
requested  (with  good  cause  as  bus  service  under 
the  "El"  is  almost  nonexistent.)  People  at  the 
meeting  also  demanded  that  the  Tremont  Street 
bus  service  be  extended  to  Park  Street,  a  long 
standing  request  consistently  ignored  by  the  City 
and  MBTA  officials.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
meeting,  it  was  agreed  that  mass  transit  within  the 
South  End  could  stand  much  improvement  and  that 
the  Boston  Planning  Transportation  Review  plans 
to  date  were  inadequate. 

SEPAC  TAKES  A  STAND 

At  its  November  10,  1971  regular  meeting  the 
South  End  Project  Area  Committee  (SEPAC)  voted 
that  the  TOPICS  program  for  the  South  End  as 
presently  proposed  is  unacceptable.  SEPAC  op- 


poses the  widening  of  any  South  End  street  or  the 
installation  of  traffic  signals  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  traffic  capacity.  (SEPAC  does  NOT 
oppose  the  installation  of  traffic  signals  for 
pedestrian  safety) 

SEPAC  wants  to  see  the  existing  TOPICS 
proposals  scrapped.  If  any  new  proposals  are 
brought  forth,  they  must  meet  the  following  guide- 
lines: 

1.  Neighborhood  participation  from 
initial  proposal  to  final  design  with  com- 
munity power  vested  in  SEPAC. 

2.  Reduce  traffic  in  the  South  End  and 
obstruct  the  use  of  South  End  streets  to 
suburban  commuters  and  users  of 
suburban  oriented  tax  free  institutions  in 
the  South  End. 

3.  Eliminate  heavy  truck  traffic, 
especially  on  Massachusetts  Avenue. 

4.  Increase  the  size  of  pedestrian  and 
green  areas. 

5.  Increase  pedestrian  safety. 

6.  Restore  parklands  and  trees  taken  by 
existing  road  modifications. 

7.  Improved  high  speed  transit  con- 
necting the  South  End  from  central  points 
to  downtown  without  vehicular  change. 

The  South  End  Project  Area  Committee  has  also 
gone  on  record  as  opposing  the  Southwest 
Expressway,  the  Inner  Belt,  and  the  South  End 
Bypass  because  these  proposals  would  increase  the 
traffic  through  the  South  End  and  reduce  the 
liveability  of  the  neighborhood.  SEPAC  urges  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  to  oppose  increased  traffic  flow  in 
neighborhoods  such  as  the  South  End  and  to  oppose 
the  blighting  and  divisive  influence  of  proposals 
such  as  the  TOPICS  program. 

SEPAC  also  urges  the  Mayor  to  use  all  the  power 
at  his  disposal  to  immediately  restrict  downtown 
parking  for  commuters. 
A  Reply  To  South  End  Demands 
Is  Received  From  The  State 

A  letter  was  received  in  response  to  the  South 
End  demands  from  Bruce  Campbell,  Com- 
missioner of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Works 
promising  that  TOPICS  for  all  the  South  End  except 
Massachusetts  Avenue  would  be  delayed  until  the 
completion  of  the  Boston  Transportation  Planning 
Review.  However,  the  State  intends  to  start  work 
immediately  on  Massachusetts  Avenue.  This  work 
will  include  the  installation  of  left  turn  lanes. 
SEPAC  voted  at  tis  meeting  of  January  19,  1972,  to 
continue  to  oppose  at  any  cost  the  installation  of  left 
turn  lanes  because  this  work  would  result  in  the 
removal  of  more  than  half  of  the  trees  remaining  on 
the  street,  and  would  be  of  no  particular  benefit  to 
South  End  residents.  The  community  cannot 
tolerate  the  removal  of  these  trees  for  the  con- 
venience of  suburban  commuters  and  large 
trucking  companies.  If  urban  renewal  is  to  have 
any  meaning  within  the  South  End,  then  it  cannot 
include  the  removal  of  trees  for  unnecessary  and 
frivolous  street  modifications. 


A  Partial  Victory 
For  The  South  End 

In  his  January  1972  statement  about  the  Boston 
Transportation  Planning  Review,  Governor 
Sargent  declared  that  the  South  End  Bypass  was 
officially  dead.  This  hopefully  will  mean  the  end  of 
a  long  and  bitter  struggle  by  the  residents  of  the 
area  located  between  Columbus  Avenue  and  the 
Penn  Central  tracks,  to  end  that  particular  threat  to 
their  neighborhood.  Since  the  South  End  Bypass  is 
officially  dead,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  and  the  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  (HUD)  cannot 
immediately  allow  the  rehabihtation  of  buildings 
formerly  in  the  path  of  the  South  End  Bypass. 

The  Governor  also  stated  that  the  Southwest 
Expressway  would  not  be  built  as  an  eight  lane 
road.  However,  any  Southwest  Expressway, 
whether  it  be  four  or  six  lanes,  will  have  an  adverse 
effect  on  the  South  End  as  long  as  the  possibility 
exists  for  traffic  to  use  the  South  End  streets  as  a 
means  of  access  to  that  road.  The  South  End  must 
continue  to  fight  to  eliminate  the  Southwest 
Expressway. 

Boston  Transportation 
Planning  Review  To  Include 
Parking  Study  Of  Core  Area 

Wilbur  Smith  Inc.  of  New  Haven  and  Columbia, 
South  Carolina  has  been  chosen  to  study  parking 
within  the  core  area.  This  includes  the  South  End. 
At  this  point  in  time,  no  community  contact  with 
that  company  has  occured. 

A  result  of  such  a  study  will  be  invalid  without 
community  input. 

If  the  Southwest  Expressway  is  built  or  if  present 
parking  policies  are  allowed  to  continue,  the 
parking  situation  for  South  End  residents  will 
certainly  become  worse.  The  demand  for  parking 
by  commuters  may  in  fact  cause  property  values  to 
rise  with  an  increase  in  property  taxes,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  deny  the  South  End  residents  of  any 
possibility  of  parking  in  their  own  streets 

Circle  Associates  To  Study 
"Coverage  Intensive  Transit" 

Circle  Associates  of  Roxbury  is  under  contract 
with  the  Boston  Transportation  Planning  Review  to 
study  personal  and  work  transportation  needs  of 
residents  within  the  South  End,  Roxbury,  North 
Dorchester  and  Mattapan  areas.  The  questionnaire 
is  now  in  the  process  of  being  prepared.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  about  125  people  within  the  South  End 
will  be  interviewed  as  part  of  this  study.  Hopefully 
this  study  will  reveal  the  true  and  probably  unmet 
transportation  needs  of  the  South  End  residents. 

The  BTPR  holds  daytime  workshops.  Their 
address  is  100  Boylston  Street,  the  phone  is  423-2672. 
Contact  that  office  for  further  information.  We  urge 
South  End  residents  to  attend. 


Notice 


From  the  South  End  Committee  on  Trans- 
portation comes  the  glad  tidings  that  the  Tremont 
St.  bus  route  will  be  extended  to  circle  the  Boston 
Common  via  Charles,  Park  and  Tremont  streets, 
stopping  at  the  Park  street  stop  of  the  MBTA.  The 
service  will  begin  on  June  17th  for  a  three  month 
trial  period. 

South  End  residents  have  been  asking  for  this 
service  for  at  least  five  years-now  that  we  have  it, 

let's  use  it!   
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SNAP  Demonstrates  At  Office  Of  Economic  Opportunity 


The  events  of  January  3-5,  1972  are  among  the 
most  dramatic  and  important  in  SNAP'S  history^ 
We  at  SNAP  want  to  share  some  impressions  and 
feeUnes  about  the  striiie  and  express  our  thanlis  to 
everyone  who  made  the  final  settlement  possible. 

Late  in  1971  the  Regional  Office  of  the  Office  of 
Economic  Opportunity  informed  the  neiahborhoods 
that  their  Community  Action  Agencies  were  to  have 
their  fiscal  autonomy  removed.  The  Regional 
Office  of  the  OEO  accused  the  neighborhood  groups 
of  being  fiscally  irresponsible  with  federal  funds. 
With  an  affront  of  this  magnitude,  the  five  agencies 
responded  with  proof  of  misrepresentation  of  the 
facts  If  the  five  agencies  (SNAP,  Roxbury  Multi- 
Service Center,  Jamaica  Plain  APAC,  Charlestown 
APAC  and  the  East  Boston  APAC)  allowed  their 
fiscal  autonomy  to  be  removed,  real  and  meaning- 
ful discussion  could  not  take  place  in  the  neigh- 
borhoods. It  was  felt  that  any  outside  group  who 
controlled  the  budgets  of  these  agencies  would 
control  the  agencies  themselves.  The  ultimatum 
was  given  for  January  1,  1972.  With  this  date  in 
mind  the  five  agencies'  Boards  of  Directors  (two 
thirds  of  which  are  neighborhood  people  of  low 
income)  decide  to  risk  the  complete  program 
rather  than  lose  control.  Months  of  planning  took 
place  in  anticipation  of  Monday  morning,  January 
1,  1972,  the  first  working  day  of  the  new  year. 

On  Monday  morning,  everyone  went  to  a  Press 
Conference  at  the  Roxbury  Multi-Service  Center. 
From  there  a  group  of  staff  and  clients  went  to  the 
OEO  office  for  most  of  the  day.  This  attracted  press 
coverage  and  took  the  OEO  by  surprise.  Deputy 
Director  Howley  at  first  refused  to  negotiate  and 
later  called  Mr.  Fulton,  OEO  Regional  Director, 
who  said  he  could  not  discuss  the  fiscal  autonomy 
issue  until  the  court  ruled  on  the  request  for  a 
restraining  order.  We  left  for  City  Hall  where 
strategy  was  planned  for  Tuesday. 

On  Tuesday  we  returned  to  the  OEO.  Apparently 
the  OEO  intended  to  ignore  us.  We  didn't  allow  that. 
Press  coverage  continued,  and  the  pressure  on 
OEO  did  not  let  up.  OEO  was  surprised  and  perhaps 
it  was  at  this  point  that  they  began  to  take  us 
seriously.  Eventually,  all  of  us  were  escorted  from 
the  building.  We  then  picketed  outside  and  returned 
to  City  Hall  to  plan  the  new  strategy. 

The  important  and  encouraging  feature  of  these 
sit-ins  was  that  everyone  understood  that  they  were 
part  of  the  total  strategy.  No  one  destroyed 
property  or  threatened  anyone.  At  some  points 
when  arrest  seemed  imminent  (especially  in  Mr. 
Fulton's  office),  everyone  accepted  the  leader- 
ships' decision. 

After  two  days  of  demonstrations,  Mr.  Robert 
Coard,  Executive  Director  of  ABCD,  reconsidered 
his  position  and  offered  a  proposal.  The  APAC 
lawyers  helped  formulate  the  proposal  which  all  of 
us  agreed  to  present  to  OEO  and  hopefully  to  Mr. 
Fulton  in  person  on  Wednesday  morning.  The 
highlights  of  this  demonstration  were  the  "Voulh 
Development  Skit  and  the  Director  of  SNAP 
Manpower's  eulogy  over  the  Centralization  casket. 

After  nine  hours  of  negotiation  with  Mr.  Robert 
Fulton,  Regional  Director  of  OEO,  the  five  APAC 
Directors,  the  Massachusetts  Congressional 
delegation,  and  Mr.  Robert  Coard,  Executive 
Director  for  ABCD  (Action  for  Boston  Community 
Development),  a  settlement  was  reached  that  was 
satisfactory  to  all  interests. 

The  five  APACs  would  be  allowed  to  remain 
fiscally  autonomous  with  the  provision  that  within 
the  next  three  months  an  OEO  approved  auditing 
firm  be  contracted  to  certify  the  five  agencies' 
books.  If  accounting  procedures  had  to  be 
corrected,  the  changes  were  to  be  made.  At  the  end 
of  the  three  months,  federal  auditors  would  review 
the  APACs'  accounting  procedures.  If  these 
procedures  met  with  OEO's  approval,  fiscal 
autonomy  would  be  granted;  if  these  procedures 
did  NOT  meet  with  OEO's  approval,  fiscal 
autonomy  would  be  revoked  and  the  neighborhood 
agencies  would  be  forced  to  centralize  under  ABC- 
D's  umbrella.  SNAP,  and  the  other  four  agencies 
concerned,  are  now  in  the  process  of  complying 
with  OEO's  demands,  so  that  its  integrity  in  the 
neighborhood  will  be  maintained. 

Both  the  OEO  and  the  APACs  are  glad  it  is  over. 
The  victory  we  have  won  is  a  tribute  to  cooperation 


By  Sal  Farinella,  Special  Assistant 
to  the  Director.  SNAP 

and  the  political  strategy  of  the  five  APACs.  During 
these  three  days  the  APAC  staff  worked  efficiently 
and  dramatically.  Decisions  were  made  collec- 
tively at  meetings  at  City  Hall.  Also,  it  was  parti- 
cularly gratifying  to  see  community  people  from 
Charlestown  work  together  with  Community  people 
from  the  South  End  and  Roxbury.  older  people  and 
young  people  all  sharing  common  feelings  and 
goals.  The  whole  experience  was  poUtical  in  the 
most  basic  sense,  people  working  together  to  serve 
common  interests.  In  the  future  we  hope  to  build  on 
the  experience  and  involve  more  people  in  the 
community's  needs. 

We  owe  special  thanks  to  Percy  Wilson  of  the 
Roxbury  Multi-Service  Center,  the  lawyers  who 
helped  us  and  the  other  APAC  directors.  As  SNAP 
employees  and  South  End  residents,  we  are 
especially  glad  that  Ro  Whittington  filled  the 
vacant  seat  of  Director  in  time  to  confront  this 
crisis.  It  has  given  us  all  a  chance  to  make  a  new 
beginning. 

During  the  next  ninety  days  we  need  everyone's 
cooperation  in  whatever  way  possible  to  keep  our 
supporters  informed  about  what  has  happened  and 
how  they  may  help  in  the  future.  Of  course,  long 
term  planning  must  include  an  effort  to  find  in- 
dependent financing.  Fiscal  autonomy  should  help 
us  do  that.  Finally,  we  should  not  be  lulled  into  a 
sense  of  false  security.  The  battle  over  Youth 
Development  cuts  is  still  to  come.  Our  political 
alliances  must  be  maintained  and  extended  in  this 
election  year.  We  may  need  you  on  short  notice. 

SNAP  wants  to  thank  all  those  who  have  helped 
us.  The  SNAP  Board  of  Directors  wishes  to  expess 
appreciation  to  our  allies  and  to  indicate  disap- 
pointment to  those  who  were  apathetic. 


Reuniones  Del  SEP  AC 

Las  reuniones  del  SEPAC  se  llevan  a  cabo  cada 
dos  semanas  en  la  oficina  del  SEPAC  en  la  calle 
Tremont  Numero  557  los  miercoles  a  las  7:30  de  la 
noche.  Todac  las  reuniones  estan  abiertas  al 
piblico.  y  los  tdpicos  de  discusidn  incluyen  nuevos 
proyectos,  facilidades  de  recreo,  topicos  sobre  las 
calles,  el  trafico  y  otros  asuntos  relacionados  con  la 
renovacidn  urbana  y  su  aplicacibn  al  South  End.  El 
SEPAC  ha  sido  autorizado  por  el  Alcalde  White  de 
Boston  y  por  el  Concilio  de  la  Ciudad  de  Boston  para 
revisar  y  estudiar  todos  los  planes  de  renovacio'n 
del  B.R.A.  en  el  South  End  y  se  le  ha  concedido  el 
derecho  a  vedar  cualquier  proposicidn  en  sus 
etapas  iniciales.  Para  mas  informacidn  sobre  este 
particular,  comuniquese  con  su  representante  del 
SEPAC. 


Nuevos  Annuncios 

Del  South  End  el  respective  Comite  de  Trans- 
porte  nos  comunica  que  el  omnibus  de  Tremont  St. 
extendera  su  recorrido  por  el  Boston  Common 
pasando  por  las  calles  Charles,  Park  y  Tremont 
hasta  el  paradero  final  del  MBTA  en  la  calle  Park. 
Este  servicio  comenzara  el  17  de  Junio  por  un 
periodo  de  tres  meses  como  prueba. 

Los  residentes  del  South  End  ban  estado  pidiendo 
la  extension  de  este  servicio  durante  cinco  anos  - 
ahora  que  lo  tenemos,  usemoslo. 

SEPAC  Meetings 

SEPAC  meetings  are  held  every  two  weeks  at  the 
SEPAC  Office  at  557  Tremont  Street  on  Wed- 
nesdays at  7:30  p.m.  All  meetings  are  open  to  the 
public,  and  the  topics  of  discussion  include  new 
developers,  recreation  facilities,  streets,  traffic 
and  other  urban  renewal  matters  pertaining  to  the 
South  End.  SEPAC  has  authority  granted  by  Mayor 
White  and  the  Boston  City  Council  to  review  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  developments  in  the 
South  End  with  the  power  to  veto  at  the  initial 
stages.  For  more  information,  contact  your  SEPAC 
representative. 

Members  at  Large:  Paul  Yee,  5C  Emerald  Court; 
Chris  Hayes,  156  West  Canton  Street;  Royal  aoyd, 
42  Union  Park;  Betty  Gibson,  530  Massachusetts 
Avenue;  Clark  Frazier,  29  Union  Park;  Helen 
Morton,  83  West  Brookline  Street;  George  Buck, 
28A  Union  Park;  Isaiah  Owens.  225  West  Canton 
Street;  Jovita  Fontanez.  32  Dartmouth  Street. 

District  1:  George  Wilson,  16  Wellington  St.; 
Liliane  Wilson.  16  Wellington  St. 

District  2:  Veola  Canada.  26  Concord  Square; 
Philip  Bradley,  Rutland  Square. 

District  3:  Edward  Walker,  39  Holyoke  St.; 
Reverend  Thomas  Kennedy,  175  Warren  Ave. 

District4:  Frederic  Berg,  70  Chandler  St.;  James 
Fitzgerald,  98  Appleton  St. 

District  5:  David  Chin,  12  Emerald  Court; 
Anderson  Rogers,  2B  Emerald  Court. 

District  6:  Joshua  Young,  159  West  Newton  St.; 
David  Sprogis,  184  West  Brookline  St. 

District  7:  Ronald  Geddes,  39  Union  Park; 
Raymond  Liston,  25  Union  Park. 

District  8:  John  Moses,  5  Bond  Street;  Lloyd 
Jameson,  36  Dwight  St. 

Districts:  Steven  Henry,  21  Greenwich  St.;  Katie 
Gibson,  30  Greenwich  St. 

District  10:  William  Shabazz.  68  West  Concord 
St.;  Herb  Becket.  68  West  Concord  St. 

District  11 :  Ann  Kerrey,  423  Shawmut  Ave. ;  Alice 
Hucksam,  5  West  Canton  St. 

District  12:  WiUiam  Kelley.  48  West  Springfield 
St.;  Rose  Mehegan.  20  Worcester  Square. 

District  13:  John  Bethoney.  13A  St.  George  St.; 
Sheila  Martin,  Box  633,  14  East  Brookline  St. 

District  14:  Lawrence  Buechs,  170A  Shawmut 
Ave. ;  William  Bunting,  24  Bradford  St. 
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ElProblemadel  Transporte 
en  el  South  End 

TRADUCIDO  POR  MANUEL  LOPEZ 
El  dfa  16  de  Noviembre  de  1971,  se  llevo  a  cabo 
una  reunion  en  el  South  End,  en  la  cual  Coni- 
parecieron  75  residentes.  El  proposito  de  la  reunion 
fue  discutir  el  programa  "TOPICS"  en  el  South  End 
y  Uamar  la  atencio'n  de  la  comunidad  hacia  la  Junta 
de  Planeamiento  y  Transporte  de  Boston,  y  su 
revisi6n  de  carreteras  dentro  de  la  Ruta  128. 
Muchos  oficiales  de  la  ciudad  y  el  estado  hieieron 
acto  de  presencia,  al  igual  que  representantes  de  la 
Junta  de  Planeamiento  y  Transporte.  ^ 

El  personal  del  B.R.A.  hizo  la  presentacion  del 
programa  de  "TOPICS."  Despues  de  una  larga 
discusion  la  siguiente  resolucion  fue  adoptada  por 
unanimidad: 

TOPICS:  debe  ser  eliminado  en  el  South  End. 
Cualquier  proposicion  subsiguiente  debe  estar 
relacionada  con  transportacidn  en  masa  y  debe 
tender  a  reducir  el  trafico  en  nuestras  calles.  La 
comunidad  debe  ser  incluida  desde  sus  comienzos 
en  cualquier  tramite  o  plan  relative  o  trans- 
portacion. 

Durante  la  discusion  y  antes  de  iniciar  la 
votacion,  los  vecinos  del  South  End  expresaron 
gran  preocupacidn  hacia  el  programa.  Estaban 
consternados  con  el  programa  porque  el  mismo  se 
proponfa  dividir  la  comunidad  residencial, 
aumentar  el  trafico  en  las  calles  y^  abrir  las  calles 
para  el  uso  excesivo  por  transeuntes  cuando  se 
construyese  la  via  rapida  del  suroeste  (Southwest 
Expressway).  Lo  que  mas  horrorizo  a  los  vecinos 
del  South  End,  fue  el  hecho  que  este  plan  se 
desarroUd  sin  contar  siquiera  con  las  asociaciones, 
y  organizaciones  de  los  vecinos  y  sin  pensar  en  el 
impacto  que  esto  traeria  al  ambiente  local. 

Especificamente,  algunas  de  las  propuestas 
rechazadas  de  TOPICS  figuran  las  siguientes: 

1.  Estrechar  las  aceras  de  la  calle 
Tremont,  reduciendole  tres  pies.  Instalar 
en  el  centro  una  acera  de  concreto  sin 
arboles  algunos. 

2.  Remover  casi  toda  la  arboleda  de  la 
Avenida  Massachusetts,  para  crear  un 
carrilero  y  poder  doblar  a  la  izquierda. 

3.  Convertir  las  calles  West  Concord, 
Avenida  Warren,  West  Newton,  West 
Dedham  y  otras  calles  de  la  localidad  en 
calles  de  subida  y  bajada. 

4.  Un  sistema  de  luces  calibrado  en  tal 
forma  para  permitir  a  automdviles  y 
camiones  de  carga  que  trafiquen  por  el 
South  End  a  velocidades. 

5.  Ensanchar  la  calle  East  Berkeley. 

Los  problemas  de  transito  fueron  discutidos  en 
una  segunda  reunion  efectuada  el  25  de  Noviembre 
del  1971.  Hubo  oposicidn  a  la  eliminacio'n  del  tren 
elevado  en  la  calle  Washington  sin  ser  reemplaz^ado 
por  un  sistema  adecuado.  La  propuesta  Lmea 
Anaranjada  solo  dispone  de  dos  paradas  a  un  ex- 
treme del  South  End.  Es  obvio  que  el  sistema  de 
guaguas  en  la  calle  Tremont  no  es  efectivo.  Los 
asistentes  a  la  reunidh  demandaron  que  el  tren 
elevado  se  retenga  hasta  tanto  el  mismo  sea 
repuesto  por  un  sistema  ra'pido  de  trinsito  por  la 
misma  ruta.  Mas  paradas  a  lo  largo  de  la  calle 
Washington  fueron  pedidas.  (Y  con  motives,  ya  que 
el  servicio  de  guaguas  debajo  del  tren  elevado  no 
existe  practicamente).  Las  personas  presentes 
pidieron  que  la  guagua  que  rinde  servicio  por  la 
calle  Tremont  sea  extendida  hasta  la  calle  Parque, 
esta  ha  sido  una  demanda  constante  y  totalmente 
ignorada  por  la  ciudad  y  los  oficiales  de  la  com- 
paHia  de  transito  (MBTA).  Al  final  de  la  reunion 
todos  estuvieron  de  acuerdo  con  que  el  sistema  de 
transito  en  masa  necesita  ser  mejorado  y  que  los 
planes  de  la  Junta  de  Planeamiento  y  Transporte 
no  eran  adecuados. 

El  SEPAC  Define 
Su  Posicion 

En  su  reunion  del  dia  10  de  Noviembre  de  1971,  el 
Comity  de  Area  de  Proyectos  del  South  End 
(SEPAC)  votd^que  el  programa  de  TOPICS  para  el 
South  End  en  la  forma  en  que  estaba  presentado  no 
era  aceptable.  El  SEPAC  se  opone  al  en- 
sanchamiento  de  las  calles  del  South  End  al  igual 
que  a  la  instalacidn  de  luces  de  trafico  con  el 
proposito  de  aumentar  la  capacidad  del  trafico.  (El 
SEPAC  no  se  opone  a  la  instalacidn  de  luces  de 
trafico  cuando  el  proposito  es  proveer  la  seguridad 


del  peatdn). 

El  SEPAC  desea  que  las  siguientes  proposiciones 
de  TOPICS,  sean  eliminadas.  Si  algunas  nuevas 
proposiciones  son  trazadas,  deberan  seguir  las 
siguientes  pautas: 

1.  Participacion  de  los  vecinos  desde  sus 
comienzos  hasta  los  designios  finales  con  el 
vote  de  los  residentes  expresado  a  traves 
del  SEPAC. 

2.  Reducir  el  trafico  en  el  South  End  y 
prohibir  el  uso  de  las  calles  del  South  End  a 
personas  en  transito  o  personas  conectadas 
con  organizaciones  libres  de  impuestos. 

3.  Eliminar  el  trafico  pesado, 
especialmente  en  la  Avenida 
Massachusetts. 

4.  Agrandar  las  zonas  de  los  peatones. 

5.  Aumentar  la  seguridad  del  peaton. 

6.  Restaurar  las  zonas  de  parques  y  los 
arboles  que  fueron  eliminadas  como 
resultado  de  la  mo.dificacidn  de  carreteras. 

7.  Mejorar  el  transito  rapido  que  conecta 
el  South  End  con  puntos  claves  en  el  centro 
de  la  ciudad  sin  tener  que  cambiar  de 
vehiculos.  ^ 

EI  SEPAC  ha  hecho  constancia  de  que  esta 
opuesto  a  la  Via  Rapida  del  Suroeste  (Southwest 
Expressway).  La  Faja  Central  (Inner  Belt)  y  el 
Desvto  del  South  End  ya  que  estas  propuestas 
aumentaran  el  trafico  por  el  South  End  y  reducira 
la  atraccion  del  South  End  como  lugar  de  vivienda. 

El  SEPAC  le  pide  al  Alcalde  de  Boston  que  se 
oponga  al  influjo  de  trafico  en  vecindarios  tales 
como  el  South  End  y  que  se  oponga  a  propuestas 
frustrantes  y  divisibles  como  las  expuestas  en  el 
programa  de  TOPICS.  El  SEPAC  pide  al  Alcalde 
que  use  toda  la  autoridad  a  su  alcance  para 
restringir  el  estacionamiento  en  el  centro  de  la 
ciudad  a  personas  en  transito. 

Una  Respuesta  a  demandas 
del  South  End  es 
Recibida  en  el  Estado 

El  Sr.  Bruce  Campbell,  Comisionado  del 
Departamento  de  Obras  PubUcas  del  Estado 
escribid  respondiendo  a  las  demandas  del  South 
End  y  prometiendo  que  el  programa  de  TOPICS 
para  el  South  End  con  excepcidn  de  las  obras  de  la 
Avenida  Massachusetts  seran  demoradas  hasta 
tanto  la  Junta  de  Planeamiento  y  Transporte  de 
Boston  haya  revisado  sus  planes.  No  Obstante,  el 
Estado  se  propone  comenzar  a  trabajar  in- 
mediatamente  en  la  Avenida  Massachusetts.  La 
Obra  incluye  la  instalacion  de  vias  para  doblar 
hacia  la  izquierda.  El  SEPAC  en  su  reunion  del  19 
de  Enero  del  1972,  votd  expresando  su  oposicidn  a 
todo  costo  a  esta  instalacidn  de  vias.  ya  que  para 
ello  hay  que  remover  mas  de  la  mitad  de  los  arboles 
restantes  en  la  avenida,  y  esto  no  resulta  en 
beneficio  alguno  para  los  residentes  del  South  End. 
La  comunidad  no  puede  tolerar  que  se  remuevan 
estos  arboles,  para  acomodar,  a  los  individuos  en 
transito  y  a  las  poderosas  eompaiiias  camioneras. 
Si  el  desarroUo  urbano  ha  de  tener  algun  impacto 
en  el  South  End,  no  podra  incluir  la  eliminaci6n  de 
arboles  mediante  modificaciones  frfvolas  e  in- 
necesarias. 

Una  Victoria  Parcial 
Para  El  South  End 

En  sus  comentarios  sobre  la  Revision  de  la  Junta 
de  Planeamiento  y  Transporte  de  Boston  en  Enero 
de  este  ano,  el  Gobernador  Sargent  declare  que  el 
Desvio  del  South  End  estaba  oficialmente  muerto. 

Esto  significa  que  la  lucha  entre  los  vecinos  de  la 
zona  comprendida  entre  la  Avenida  Columbus  y  las 
carrileras  de  la  Compariia  de  Ferrocarril  ha 
Uegado  a  su  final,  y  finaliza  tambien  la  amenaza  a 
este  vecindario.  Si  el  plan  del  Desvio  del  South  End 
esta'  muerto,  no  hay  razon  por  la  cual  el  B.R.A.  y  el 
Departamento  de  Viviendas  y  Desarrollo  Urbano 
( HUD)  no  comienzan  inmediatamente  a  rehabilitar 
los  edificios  en  la  ruta  del  desvio.  ^ 
El  Gobernador  tambien  aseguro  que  la  Via 
Rapida  del  Suroeste  no  tendra,  ocho  (8)  carrileras. 
Pero  aiin  asi.  cualquier  via  ra'pida  tenga  cuatro  o 
tenga  seis  (6)  carrileras  causara  el  mismo  efecto 
adverse  en  el  South  End  ya  que  el  South  End  sigue 
ofreciendo  la  misma  oportunidad  a  los  conductores 
para  llegar  a  la  misma.  El  South  End  tiene  que 
continuar  su  lucha  para  eliminar  la  Vi'a  Rapida  del 
Suroeste. 


La  Junta  de  Planeamiento  y 
Transporte  de  Boston  en  su 
Estudio  Incluye  un  Anilisis  del 
Estacionamiento  en  el  Area  Matriz 

La  compania  de  Wilbur  Smith  Inc.  de  New  Haven 
y  Columbia,  South  Carolina  han  sido  seleccionadas 
para  estudiar  el  estacionamiento  en  la  zona  matriz. 
Esta  zona  incluye  el  South  End.  Hasta  el  memento 
la  comunidad  no  ha  tenido  contacto  alguno  con 
dicha  compania. 

SNAP  Organiza  Una  Manifestaddn 
En  La  Oficina  De  Oportunidades 
Economicas 

Los  eventos  de  los  dias  3  al  5  de  Enero  figuran 
entre  los  mas  dramaticos  en  la  historia  de  SNAP. 
Nosotros  en  SNAP  deseamos  compartir  im- 
presiones  y  sentires  acerca  de  la  huelga  y  dar  las 
gracias  a  todos  los  que  cooperaron  para  que  se 
efectuara  el  arreglo  final. 

A  fines  de  1971,  la  Oficina  Regional  de  la  Oficinas 
de  Oportunidades  Economicas  informd  a  los 
vecinos  que  sus  Agendas  de  Accidn  para  la 
Comunidad  iban  a  perder  su  autonomia  economica. 
La  Oficina  Regional,  de  OEO  acusaba  a  los  grupos 
de  la  comunidad  de  ser  econdmicamente 
irresponsable  con  los  fondos  federales.  Con  una 
afrenta  de  tal  magnitud,  las  cinco  agendas 
respondieron  con  pruebas  de  falsa  representacion 
de  los  hechos.  Si  las  cinco  agencias,  SNAP,  Centro 
de  Servicios  Multiples  de  Roxbury,  el  APAC  de 
Jamaica  Plain,  y  APAC's  de  Charlestown  y  de  East 
Boston  permiten  que  su  libertad  economica  sea 
removida,  no  puede  existir  verdadero  en- 
tendimiento  entre  los  vecindarios.  La  idea  detras 
de  todo  esto  era  que  si  cualquier  grupo  trabajando 
desde  afuera  podia  controlar  estos  presupuestos, 
muy  bien  podrfa  controlar  las  agencias.  El 
ultimatum  fue  entregado  el  dfa  1  de  Enero  del  1972. 

Teniendo  esto  en  cuenta,  la  Junta  de  Directores 
de  las  cinco  agencias  (dos  terceras  partes  de  las 
cuales  son  vecinos  de  los  vecindarios,  personas  de 
pocos  ingresos)  decidieron  arriesgarse  a  perder  el 
programa  en  su  totalidad  en  preferencia  a  perder  el 
control.  La  mariana  del  d!a  1  de  Enero  de  1972, 
requirio  estudio  y  los  planes  se  trazaron  con  an- 
ticipacion  para  la  mariana  del  Lunes  1  de  Enero,  el 
primer  dIa  de  trabajo  del  aii'o  nuevo. 

Esa  manana  todos  fueron  a  la  Conferencia  de 
Prensa  en  el  Centro  de  Roxbury.  Desde  alli  un 
nilmero  de  empleados  y  clientes  se  trasladaron  a  la 
oficina  de  OEO  donde  pasaron  casi  todo  el  di'a.  Esto 
atrajo  a  la  prensa  y  tomo'de  sorpresa  al  personal  de 
OEO.  El  Diputado  Director  Howley  de  primera 
intencion  estaba  renuente  a  entablar 
negociaciones,  luego  accedid'  a  telefonear  al^  Sr. 
Fulton,  Director  Regional  de  OEO,  quien  alego  que 
el  no  podia  entrar  en  esas  discusiones  hasta  tanto  la 
corte  no  interviniera.  De  alll  nos  trasladamos  a  la 
Alcaldla  donde  discutimos  la  estrategia  del  dfa 
siguiente. 

El  martes  regresamos  a  OEO.  Aparentemente  el 
plan  era  ignorarnos,  pero  no  lo  permitimos.  La 
prensa  continuda  nuestro  lado,  y  nuestra  presiin  a 
OEO  no  cedla.  La  OEO  estaba  sorprendida  y  tal  vez 
esto  fue  lo  que  les  hizo  comprender  la  seriedad  de 
nuestras  intenciones.  Durante  el  curso  de  las  cosas 
se  nos  acompand  hasta  fuera  del  edificio,  pero 
comenzamos  la  parada  de  protesta  fuera  del 
edificio.  Regresamos  a  la  Alcaldfa  para  discutir 
nuevos  planes. 

Lo  mas  importante  y  estimulador  de  estos 
eventos  fue  el  hecho  de  que  todos  los  participantes 
comprendfan  que  ellos  eran  miembros  de  la 
estrategia  total.  No  hubo  destruccidn  de  propiedad, 
ni  amenazas.  En  una  ocasidn  cuando  la  posibilidad 
de  arrestos  nos  asaltd,  todos  aceptaron  la  decision 
del  lider.  Despues  de  dos  dfas  de  manifestaciones, 
el  Sr.  Robert  Coard,  Director  Ejecutivo  del  ABCD, 
reconsiderd  su  posicion  y  ofrecid  una  opcidn.  Los 
abogados  de  APAC  trazaron^  una  proposicidn  que 
fue  aceptada  por  todos  y  habria  de  ser  presentada  a 
OEO,  y  preferiblemente  al  Sr.  Fulton  en  persona. 
El  punto  culminante  de  esta  manifestacio'n  fue  la 
dramatizacidn  presentada  por  el  programa  de 
Desarrollo  a  la  Juventud  y  la  elegfa  presentada  por 
el  Director  de  SNAP. 

Despues  de  nueve  horas  de  negociaciones  con  el 
Sr.  Robert  Fulton,  Director  Regional  de  OEO,  los 
cinco  Directores  de  APAC,  la  Delegacidn 
Congresional  de  Massachusetts  y  el  Sr.  Robert 
Coard,  Director  Ejecutivo  del  ABCD,  se  llegcS  a  un 


entendido  que  resultd  satisfactorio  para  todas  las 
partes  envueltas. 

A  los  cinco  APAC's  se  les  permitira  continuar 
economicamente  autonomos  con  el  entendido  que 
dentro  de  los  proximos  tres  meses  una  firma 
auditora  reconocida  por  OEO  sera'contratada  para 
examinar  los  libros  de  las  agendas.  Si  hay  que 
hacer  algun  cambio  en  cuanto  al  sistema  de  con- 
tabilidad,  se  hard"  el  mismo.  Si  existiere  alguna 
irregularidad  en  los  metodos  de  contabilidad  que 
no  satisfacieran  a  la  OEO,  las  agendas  seran 
centralizadas  bajo  el  ABCD.  SNAP  y  las  otras 
cuatro  agendas  estan  actualmente  en  el  proceso  de 
cumplir  con  las  exigencias  de  la  OEO.  de  manera 
que  la  integridad  de  la  agencia  pueda  ser  man- 
tenida  en  la  comunidad. 

Tanto  la  OEO  como  los  APAC  estan  satisfechas 
porque  todo  estrf  resuelto.  El  triunfo  obtenido  fue 
posible  por  la  cooperacidn  y  estrategia  polftica  de 
los  cinco  APAC's.  Durante  estos  tres  dias  todo  el 
personal  trabajo'  eficiente  y  dramaticamente.  Las 
decisiones  fueron  hechas  colectivamente  en 
reuniones  en  la  Alcaldi'a.  Fue  una  gran  satisfaccion 
poder  ver  personas  de  comunidades  como 
Charlestown  trabajar  conjuntamente  con  personas 
del  South  End  y  Roxbury,  personas  jovenes  y 
mayores  compartiendo  todos  un  mismo  objective. 
Toda  la  experiencia  fue  ba'sicamente  politica, 
personas  unidas  trabajando  por  un  interes  comiin. 
En  el  future  esperamos  poder  aumentar  estas 
experiencias  e  incluir  mas  personas  en  la  solucidn 
de  las  necesidades  de  la  comunidad. 

Nuestras  gracias  especiales  para  Perry  Wilson, 
del  Centre  de  Servicies  Multiples  de  Roxbury,  los 
abegados  que  cooperaron  con  nesotres  y  los 
directores  de  los  dema's  APAC's.  Como  empleados 
de  SNAP  y  residentes  del  South  End  estamos 
particularmente  satisfeches  porque  el  Sr.  Roberto 
Whittington  llen6  la  plaza  vacante  de  Director  en  el 
memento  que  confrontSbamos  esta  crisis.  Esta 
experiencia  nos  ha  preveido  a  todos  con  una 
oportunidad  para  un  nuevo  cemienzo. 

Durante  les  pro'ximes  neventa  (90)  di'as, 
necesitames  la  cooperacidn  de  todos  para  poder 
mantener  infermades  a  nuestros  auspiciadores  de 
lo  que  est^  ecurriende  y  en  que  forma  pueden 
ayudarnos.  Clare  esta  que  uno  de  los  objetivos  del 
future  es  poder  encentrar  el  medio  de  ser  tinan- 
ciados  independientemente.  La  autonemia 
economica  puede  ayudarnos  a  legrar  este  objetivo. 
No  debemes  dormirnos  en  nuestros  laureles.  La 
batalla  para  reducir  los  fondos  del  programa  de 
Desarrello  de  la  Juventud  esta'  en  perspectiva. 
Debemes  mantener  nuestras  alianzas  polfticas  y 
extender  las  mismas  hasta  el  prdxime  ario  elec- 
toral. Podemes  necesitarlas  sin  previe  aviso. 

SNAP  desea  dar  las  gracias  a  todas  las  personas 
y  agencias  que  nos  ayudaron.  La  Junta  de  Direc- 
tores de  SNAP  expresa  su  gratitud  a  todos  nuestros 
aliados  y  lamenta  la  actitud  de  los  que  expresaron 
apatfa. 

El  Nuevo  SEPAC 

Per  David  C.  Sprogis 
Se  ha  heche  mucha  alusio'h  al  nuevo  SEPAC, 
realmente  no  hay  muche  nuevo  en  el,  excepto  que 
algunos  de  sus  antiguos  miembros  ban  side 
sustituidos  per  nuevos  miembros  elegides  per  los 
vecinos.  Tal  vez  la  referenda  de  "Nuevo"  se 
aplique  al  heche  de  que  les  residentes  del  South  End 
se  estin  uniendo  para  expresar  su  vez  al  unlsono.  Si 
el  South  End  se  une  puede  mover  montaiias  y  hasta 
la  Alcaldla. 

El  SEPAC  esta  prefundamente  interesado  en  el 
heche  de  que  una  gran  cantidad  de  dinere  ha  side 
gastade  y  que  una  cantidad  desprepercienada  de 
tiempo  ha  cerrido  bajo  el  nembre  de  Renovacien 
Urbana  y  hay  muy  pece  a  la  vista  para 
demostrarlo. 

Lo  peco  que  el  South  End  ha  recibide  ha  llegado 
muy  lentamente  y  deja  muche  que  desear.  Los 
centratistas  han  side  peco  comunicativos  con  los 
residentes,  y  la  Ciudad  les  ha  permitido  violar 
todas  las  reglas  y  recomendacienes  que  han  side 
preducte  de  experiencias  anteriores  y  de  in- 
vestigacion.  Otras  comunidades  como  Bay  Village 
que  adoptaron  sus  planes  posiblemente  des  aiies 
mas  tarde  que  el  South  End,  ya  han  cempletade 
mucho  del  trabajo  necesarie,  sus  calles  han  side 
RECONSTRUIDAS,  sus  aceras  arregladas  con 
ladrillos  y  nuevas  instalaciones  electricas  han  side 
cempletadas  hace  aproximadamente  un  ano  y 
medio. 

Los  residentes  del  South  End  han  side  ignerados  y 
han  sido  victimas  de  abuses  no  solo  de  parte  de 


estos  centratistas  si  no  la  apatia  de  les  gebernantes. 

(Las  opiniones  expresadas  en  este  articulo  son  de 
su  autor  y  no  representan  necesariamente  la 
opinion  del  SEPAC). 

Cambios  Administrativos 

Algunos  cambios  administrativos  han  sido 
efectuados  en  el  SEPAC.  Les  nueves  miembros  del 
comity  ejecutive  sen:  Joshua  Young,  Mederador, 
Clark  Frazier,  Ceordinador  de  Personal,  David 
Sprogis,  Tesorero,  David  Chin,  Secretarie,  Karen 
Gould,  nueva  Administradora,  se  instale'  en  su 
nueva  eficina  en  la  calle  Tremont  Nilmere  557  a 
fines  de  Diciembre,  y  Jill  Bertrand,  la  Ayudante  de 
la  Administradora  cemenze'  a  trabajar  el  dia 
primero  de  Enero.  El  nuevo  tele'fone  del  SEPAC  es 
el  262-4318,  y  las  horas  de  eficina  continiian  siendo 
de  9  de  la  mariana  a  5  de  la  tarde  de  lunes  a  viernes. 

Nuevos  Annuncios 

Gloria  Rogers  ha  renunciado  del  SEPAC  debido  a 
cenflictos  en  horario  de  trabajo.  El  SEPAC  le  da  las 
gracias  por  sus  des  a'nes  y  medio  de  labor  fructifera 
en  el  SEPAC,  come  representante  del  Distrite  5, 
Castle  Square. 

Ella  seri  sustitui'da  per  Anderson  Rogers  quien 
estuvo  postulado  en  las  elecciones  de  Julio  del  1971 
quedande  en  segunde  puesto. 

Announcement 

Gloria  Rogers  has  resigned  from  SEPAC  due  to  a 
conflicting  work  schedule.  SEPAC  thanks  her  for 
two  and  a  half  years  of  fruitful  service  to  SEPAC  as 
the  representative  from  the  District  5,  Castle 
Square. 

As  runner  up  in  the  SEPAC  election  of  July  1971, 
Anderson  Rogers  will  replace  her. 

Administrative  Changes 

Sepac  has  undergone  seme  administrative 
changes.  The  new  executive  committee  officers 
are:  Joshua  Young,  Moderator,  Clark  Frazier, 
Staff  Coordinator,  David  Sprogis,  Treasurer,  David 
Chin,  Clerk.  Karen  Gould,  the  new  Manager,  moved 
into  the  new  office  at  557  Tremont  Street  at  the  end 
of  December,  and  Jill  Bertrand,  the  Assistant 
Manager,  started  working  on  the  first  of  January. 
The  new  SEPAC  phone  number  is  262-4318,  and  the 
office  hours  remain  9  -  5,  Monday  through  Friday. 


The  New  SEPAC 

By  David  C.  Sprogis 

A  great  amount  of  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
"new"  SEPAC.  There  is  really  net  much  that  is  new 
about  it,  except  that  some  of  the  previous  members 
have  been  replaced  by  seme  newly  elected  mem- 
bers. Unless  the  "New"  could  be  a  reference  to  the 
fact  that  South  Enders  are  new  getting  back 
together  again  to  talk  in  a  unified  voice.  If  the  South 
End  talks  in  a  unified  voice,  it  will  be  able  to  move 
mountains,  even  City  Hall. 

SEPAC  is  deeply  concerned  that  a  let  ef  money 
has  been  spent  and  that  a  very  disproportionate 
amount  of  time  has  gone  by  under  the  name  of 
Urban  Renewal  and  yet  there  is  very  little  to  show 
for  it. 

The  little  that  the  South  End  has  received  has 
been  slew  in  coming,  and  leaves  a  lot  to  be  desired. 
Developers  have  been  incommunicative  with  the 
community,  and  the  City  has  allowed  them  to  break 
every  rule,  regulation  and  recommendation  that 
has  ever  been  developed  out  of  past  lessons,  ex- 
perience and  research.  Other  communities  such  as 
Bay  Village  that  adopted  their  plans  probably  as 
much  as  two  years  later  than  the  South  End  have 
had  their  utilities  renewed,  the  streets  RECON- 
STRUCTED, sidewalks  paved  in  brick  and  new 
street  lighting  completed  ever  one  and  a  half  years 
ago. 

The  South  End  has  clearly  been  taken  advantage 
of,  interestingly  not  so  much  by  the  developers  as 
by  the  disinterest  shown  by  the  government. 

(The  opinions  expressed  in  this  article  are  those  ■ 
of  the  author  and  do  net  necessarily  represent  the 
opinion  of  SEPAC) 

SEPAC 

557  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  02118 
Telephone  262-4318/4319 

Robert  L.  Farrell,  Chairman 
Patrick  J.  Bocanfuso,  Vice  Chairman 
James  G.  Colbert,  Treasurer 
Paul  J.  Burns,  Assistant  Treasurer 
Joseph  J.  Walsh,  Member  | 
The  preparation  of  this  repon  was  financed  in  part? 
through  a  federai  loan  and  grant  from  the  Renewal! 
Projects  Administration  of  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  under  the  provisions  of  title 
1  of  the  housing  act  of  1949.  as  amended. 
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SEPAC  To  Study  RehabiBtation 


One  of  the  major  features  of  the  South  End  Urban 
Renewal  Plan  was  to  have  been  the  rehabilitation  of 
approximately  2500  to  3000  existing  structures, 
mostly  row  houses.  The  major  vehicle  for 
rehabilitation  was  to  have  been  the  Title  312 
program  (Low  interest  loans)  and  Title  115  grants 
for  homeowners  too  poor  to  qualify  (by  BRA 
standards)  for  regular  312  loans.  The  resulte  to  date 
have  been  disappointing.  Less  than  250 
rehabilitation  efforts  have  been  completed  under 
these  programs.  Private  rehabilitation  by  "do  it 
yourself"  homeowners,  affluent  homeowners  or 
developers  with  excellent  credit  ratings  or  a  large 
amount  of  cash  have  accounted  for  another  500 
buildings,  mostly  in  the  area  between  Tremont 
Street  and  (Columbus  Avenue,  Concord  Square  and 
aarendon  Street.  Subsidized  low  and  moderate 
income  property  account  for  another  37  buildings 
under  236  programs.  If  the  Urban  Renewal  plan  is 
to  be  completed,  then  rehabilitation  must  become  a 
priority  for  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority. 

CLIP  THE  FORM  BELOW 


SEND  FOR  YOUR 
SEPAC 


I  FILL  OUT  AND  RETURN  TO: 

isEPAC,  557  TREMONT  STREET 

■boston,  MASS.  02118 

|ATTN.:  SEPAC  HOUSING  SUB-COMMITTEE 

I 

IN  AME :  

[ADDRESS :  

[BUILDING(S)  CONCERNED:  

I-  ^ 


{□Have  312  Loan  Work  Started  or 
I  Completed. 

ID  Have  Applied  for  312  Loan. 
[□Would  Like  to  Apply  for  a  312 
j  Loan. 

I  □  Please  Send  Information  About 
[__3l_2_Loans.  ,  j 


The  existing  312  program  has  many  defects,  and 
the  following  is  by  no  means  a  complete  list: 

1  Change  of  occupancy  must  be  obtained  before 
contacting  the  BRA.  The  City  bailding  Department 
does  not  provide  any  formal  assistance  in  the 
process  and  it  is  expensive. 

2.  Jobs  must  be  put  to  competitive  bid  to  con- 
tractors of  possibly  unknown  experience  and 
competence. 

3.  If  the  low  bidder  fails  to  perform  the  work  as 
bid  no  additional  money  can  be  made  available  to 
complete  the  job.  This  may  leave  the  homeowner 
with  a  half  finished  house  in  a  ruined  condition,  a 
large  mortgage  and  not  enough  money  to  complete 
the  work. 


4.  Loan  payments  start  when  the  work  starts,  not 
when  it  is  finished. 

5.  Unsatisfactory  specifications  and  work- 
manship are  frequent  complaints. 

6.  The  program  discriminates  against  larger 
buildings  because  they  are  more  expensive  to 
repair  and  modernize. 

7.  Credit  requirements  are  so  tight  as  to  exclude 
many  existing  homeowners  of  South  End  property 
who  are  willing  to  rehabilitate. 

8.  FHA  appraisals  often  leave  a  large  "gap 
between  the  cost  of  the  rehabilitation  and  the  loan. 
This  difference  must  be  made  up  by  the  homeowner 
in  cash. 

The  widely  touted  Massachusetts  Home  Finance 
Agency  (MHFA)  is  Uttle  or  no  help  in  the  South  End 
because  of  its  refusal  to  fund  small  projects  (one 
building).  It  favors  large  and  absentee  landlords 
and  developers  who  propose  large  multi-building 
rehabilitation  projects.  If  MHFA  were  to  be  the 
major  rehabilitation  vehicle  in  the  South  End,  then 
the  resident  homeowner  would  be  excluded.  Unless 
the  MHFA  program  is  revised,  buildings  done 
under  that  program  without  236  subsidies  will  be  75 
percent  very  expensive  luxury  apartments  and  25 
percent  somewhat  less  expensive  apartments. 

If  you  have  had  any  experience  with  the  312 
program  or  any  other  programs,  whether  positive 
or  negative,  SEPAC  would  Uke  to  have  you  fill  out  a 
form  questionnaire  so  that  more  factual  in- 
formation will  be  available  when  SEPAC  has  to 
confront  the  BRA,  city,  state  and  federal  agencies 
with  the  failure  of  the  rehabilitation  programs  to 
meet  their  intended  goal. 


Rehabilitacidn  Va  a 
Ser  Estudiada 
por  SEPAC 

Uno  de  los  principales  distintivos  del  Plan  para  la 
Renovacion  Urbana  del  South  End  ha  sido  la 
rehabilitacion  de  aproximadamente  2500  a  3000 
edificios  existentes,  la   mayoria  de  ellos 
agrupamientos  de  casas.  El  medio  importante  para 
la  rehabiUtacion  de  estas  casas  ha  sido  el  contar 
con  el  programa  Titulo  312  (prestamos  con  bajos 
intereses)  y  el  Titulo  115  concedido  a  los 
propietarios  pobres  que  se  calificaran  (por  el 
criterio  de  BRA)  para  recibir  312  prestamos 
regulares.  Los  resultados  hasta  la  fecha  han  sido 
desafortunados.  Menos  de  250  rehabilitaciones  han 
sido   completados   bajo   estos  programas. 
RehabiUtaciones^  en  forma  particular  por  los 
propietarios  "ha'galo  usted  mismo",  un  numeroso 
numero  de  propietarios  o  personas  Ustas  a  serlo  con 
excelente  credito  o  una  gruesa  cantidad  de  dinero 
se  han  unido  a  otros  500  edificios,  la  mayoria  de 
ellos  en  el  area  comprendida  entre  las  calles 
Tremont,  la  avenida  Columbus,  Concord  Square  y 
la  calle  Clarendon.  Propiedades  subvencionadas  de 
bajo  y  moderado  ingresos  se  tiene  en  cuenta  para 
otras  construcciones  bajo  los  236  programas.  Si  el 
plan  de  Renovacion  Urbana  tiene  que  ser  com- 
pletado  entonces  la  rehabilitaci6n  debe  ser 
prioridad  para  la  Autoridad  del  DesarroUo  de 
Boston  (BRA). 

Los  312  programas  existentes  tienen  muchos 
defectos  y  aunque  los  siguientes  no  significan  una 
completa  Usta,  pasamos  a  enumerarlos: 

1.  El  cambio  de  ocupante  debe  ser  obtenido  antes 
de  ponerse  en  contacto  con  el  BRA.  H  Depar- 
tamento  de  Edificios  de  la  ciudad  no  provee 
ninguna  asistencia  en  el  proceso  y  esto  cuesta 
mucho  dinero. 

2.  Los  empleos  deben  ser  puestos  en  oferta,  de  esa 
manera  hay  competencia  entre  los  contratistas  de 
posible  desconocida  experiencia  y  capacidad. 

3.  Si  el  que  hizo  la  menor^oferta  fracasa  en 
realizar  el  trabajo  como  ofrecio,  no  recibir^  dinero 
adicional  para  completar  el  trabajo.  Esto  puede 
dejar  al  propietario  con  una  casa  a  medio  terminar 
en  condicion  ruinosa,  con  una  larga  hipoteca  y  sin 
demasiado  dinero  para  terminar  la  obra. 

4.  Los  pagos  del  prestamo  comienzan  cuando  el 
trabajo  empieza,  no  cuando  el  mismo  esta  ter- 
minado. 

5.  Insatisfactorias  especificaciones  y  mano  de 
obra  son  las  quejas  frecuentes. 

6.  El  programa  hace  distinciones  contra  los 
grandes  edificios  porque  estos  cuestan  mucho 
dinero  para  repararlos  y  modernizarlos. 

7.  Los  requisites  para  obtener  credito  son  tan 
estrechos  que  hace  imposible  que  los  muchos 
propietarios  que  existen  en  el  South_End  puedan 
acogerse  a  este  plan  de  rehabilitacion. 

8  La  valuaciin  de  FHA  muy  a  menudo  deja^un 
largo  "boquete"  entre  el  costo  de  la  rehabiUtacion  y 
el  prestamo.  Esta  diferencia  debe  ser  hecha  por  el 
propietario  en  dinero  contante  (cash). 

La  muy  ampliamente  voceado  Agencia  de 
Finanza  de  Casas  en  Massachusetts  (MHFA)  es 
muy  reducida  o  no  ayuda  al  South  End  porque 
rehusa  dar  fondos  a  pequenos  proyectos  (un 
edificio).  Ellos  favorecen  a  grandes  y  ausentes 
propietarios  y  compradores  quienes  proponen 
proyectos  de  rehabilitacion  de  edificios  multiples. 
Si  MHFA  Uegara  a  ser  el  mayor  medio  de 
rehabihtaciin  en  el  South  End,  entonces  los 
residentes  que  son  propietarios  podrian  ser  ex- 
clui'dos.  A  menos  que  el  programa  de  MHFA  sea 
revisado,  edificios  hechos  bajo  este  programa  sin 
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New  Plans  Forecast  For  Castle  Square 


The  urban  renewal  plans  for  the  Castle  Square 
area  have  been  moving  along  on  several  fronts: 
The  Franklin  Institute,  the  Boston  Center  for  the 
Arts,  the  enlargement  of  East  Berkeley  Street, 
replacement  and  demolition  of  the  Dover  Street 
Station  and  the  elevated  transit  line,  a  new  John  J. 
Williams  School  and  the  demolition  of  the  Wilbur 
Wharton  Building. 

The  Franklin  Institute,  a  technical  college 
leading  to  an  Associate  Degree,  has  a  student  body 
of  one  thousand,  at  both  day  and  evening  classes. 
They  are  presently  located  at  the  corner  of 
Appleton  and  Berkeley  Streets,  with  additional 
facilities  on  Appleton  and  Tremont  Streets.  Plans 
for  future  development  include  the  building  of  a 
new  classroom  building  and  dormitory  in  the  area 
bounded  by  Tremont,  Appleton  and  Berkeley 
Streets.  The  first  phase  will  encompass  the  dor- 
mitory building  for  200  students  with  underground 
parking  for  90  cars,  including  a  cafeteria  and  a 
lounge.  The  second  phase  will  be  the  classrooms, 
laboratory  and  library  facilities.  Application  is 
being  made  for  funding  through  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare  and  through  the 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Renewal.  Both 
the  new  parking  facility  and  the  demands  for  street 
parking  from  the  faculty  and  student  body  will 
increase  the  congestion  in  the  area.  Completion 
date  is  set  for  1975. 


The  enlargement  of  Berkeley  Street  was  a  long 
range  project,  tied  in  with  the  demolition  of  the 
Dover  Street  stop  of  the  MBTA  and  the  old  traffic 
plan  for  Boston.  The  street  would  be  widened  to 
accommodate  two  lanes  of  traffic  in  either  direc- 
tion, in  addition  to  increased  traffic  on  other  streets 
in  the  area.  It  would  feed  traffic  from  the  insurance 
district  to  and  from  the  Southeast  Expressway.  The 
elevated  rapid  transit  line  on  Washington  Street 
was  to  be  replaced  in  the  late  seventies  with  a  line 
running  along  the  present  tracks  north  of  Columbus 
Avenue.  This  would  have  isolated  Castle  Square 
from  transit  and  would  have  increased  air  pollution 
and  congestion  in  the  area.  Hopefully  the  BTPR 
study  will  remedy  this  situation.  One  BTPR 
proposal  is  to  upgrade  or  replace  the  "El"  on 
Washington  Street  with  additional  stops  in  the 
South  End. 

Part  of  the  area  bounded  by  Shawmut,  East 
Berkeley,  Waltham  and  Washington  Streets  will  be 
the  site  of  the  new  John  J.  Williams  School,  a 
middle  school  (grades  6-8),  and  the  new  Rotch 
playground.  Plans  are  tentative  and  construction 
will  not  start  until  the  completion  of  the  new 
Blackstone  and  Quincy  Schools  in  1973. 

The  area  bounded  by  East  Berkeley,  Perry, 
Washington  and  Harrison  Avenue  is  designated  for 
light  industry.  At  the  present  time  there  are  no 
developers  for  this  site.  Along  Shawmut  Avenue  in 
the  area  opposite  Castle  Square  there  are  sites 
designated  for  development  currently  used  as 
parking  lots.  With  the  demolition  of  the  Wilbur 
Wharton  Building  at  180  Shawmut  Avenue,  these 
sites  will  also  be  open  for  development. 

For  more  detailed  information  about  these  plans, 
please  contact  the  South  End  Site  Office  of  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  at  72  Warren 
Avenue,  or  the  SEPAC  office. 


The  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts  is  Boston's  new 
visual  and  performing  arts  center.  It  will  house  the 
Boston  Ballet  Company,  the  Theatre  Company  of 
Boston,  the  Theatre  Workshop,  the  New  Africa 
Company  and  several  others,  providing  space  for 
performances,  rehearsals,  exhibits,  storage,  of- 
fices and  studios  for  over  200  artists  and  performing 
groups.  It  also  offers  educational  programs  in 
theatre,  music,  dance  and  art.  The  Center  will  be 
rehabilitating  seven  buildings  in  the  area  of 
Tremont  Street  between  Berkeley  and  Clarendon 
Streets,  the  site  of  the  old  flower  market.  The  cost 
of  five  million  dollars  will  be  a  fraction  of  the  cost  of 
developments  such  as  the  Lincoln  Center  in  New 
York  City  (180  million)  or  the  Atlanta  Center  (16 
million).  The  complex  will  have  five  and  a  half 
acres  of  floor  space,  much  more  than  the  New  York 
or  Atlanta  centers.  Rehabilitation,  funded  by 
private  donations,  began  about  a  year  ago,  with  the 
completion  date  set  for  1975. 


El  Pronostico 
de  Castle  Square 

Los  planes  para  la  renovacidn  urbana  del  area  de 
Castle  Square  esta'  siendo  llevada  a  cabo  desde 
varies  frentes :  El  Institute  Franklin,  el  Centre  de 
Artes  de  Boston,  el  ensanchamiento  de  la  calle  East 
Berkeley  la  demolicion  y  reemplazo  de  la  Estacion 
de  la  calle  Dover  y  la  linea  del  transito  elevado,  una 
nueva  escuela  llamada  John  J.  Williams  y  la 
demolicion  del  edificio  Wilbur  Wharton. 

El  Instituto  Franklin,  primer  colegio  ticnico  en  el 
grade  asociado  tiene  un  cuerpo  de  mil  estudiantes 
en  clases  de  dia  y  de  noche.  EUos  estan  ac- 
tualmente  localizados  en  la  esquina  de  las  calles 
Appleton  y  Tremont.  Planes  para  el  future 
desarrollo  incluyen  la  construccibn  de  un  nuevo 
edificio  con  salones  de  clases  y  dormitorio  en  el 
area  limitada  por  las  calles  Tremont,  Appleton  y 
Berkeley.  La  primera  fase  abarcara  la  cons- 
truccion  de  un  dormitorio  para  200  estudiantes  con 
un  area  de  parqueo  bajo  el  edificio  con  capacidad 
para  90  carros,  incluyendo  una  cafeteria  y  una  sala 
de  descanso.  La  segunda  fase  comprendera  los 


salones  de  clases,  laboratorio  y  biblioteca.  La 
financiacion  esta  siendo  hecha  por  intermedio  del 
Departamento  de  Salud,  Educacion  y  Bienestar 
Social  a  traves  del  Departamento  de  Vivienda  y 
Renovacion  Urbana.  Las  facilidades  para  el  nuevo 
parqueo  y  las  demandas  para  el  parqueo  en  la  calle 
hechas  por  el  cuerpo  de  protesores  y  estudiantes 
aumentara  la  congestion  en  el  area.  La  fecha  de 
culminacion  de  esta  obra  es  para  1975. 

El  Centre  de  Artes  de  Boston  es  un  centre  con  una 
nueva  vision  y  ejecucidn.  Sera  la  Casa  (Je  la 
Compahia  de  Ballet  de  Boston,  la  compaiiia  de 
Teatro  de  Boston,  el  Teatro  Taller,  la  Compania 
Nueva  Africa  y  muchas  otras,  proporcionando 
espacio  para  actuaciones,  ensayos,  exhibiciones, 
almacenaje,  oficinas  y  estudios  para  mas  de  200 
artistas  y  grupos  ejecutantes.  Tambien  ofrece 
programas  educacionales  en  teatro,  musica,  baile  y 
arte.  El  Centre  rehabilitara  siete  edificios  en  el 
area  de  la  calle  Tremont  entre  las  calles  Berkeley  y 
Clarendon,  el  sitio  del  viejo  mercado  de  flores.  EI 
costo  de  cinco  millones  de  dolares  sera  una  fraccidn 
del  costo  de  desarrollo  tales  como  el  Centre  Lincoln 
de  la  ciudad  de  Nueva  York  (180  millones)  o  el 
Centro  Atlanta  (16  millones).  El  complejo  tendra'  5 
acres  y  medio  de  espacio  mucho  mas^que  los  de 
Nueva  York  o  Atlanta.  La  rehabilitacidn  costeada 
por  donaciones  privadas,  comenzo  hace  im  ano  y 
sera  terminada  en  1975. 


EI  ensanchamiento  de  la  calle  Berkeley  tue  un 
proyecto  que  ha  estado  esperando  en  Imea  con  la 
demolicion  del  paradero  del  MBTA,  de  la  calle 
Dover  y  el  viejo  plan  de  trafico  para  Boston.  La 
calle  sera  ampleada  para  acomodar  dos  Imeas  de 
transil;o  en  cualquiera  de  las  dos  direcciones, 
ademas  incrementara  el  transito  en  otras  calles  del 
area.  Eso  podria  alimentar  el  trafico  desde  el 
distrito  en  ambas  direcciones  hacia  la  Via  Expresa 
del  Sureste.  La  linea  del  transito  rapido  del  elevado 
en  la  calle  Washington  tiene  que  ser  reemplazado  a 
fines  de  los  aiios  setenta  con  una  linea  a  lo  largo  de 
la  presente  huella  al  norte  de  la  avenida  Columbus. 
Esto  podri'a  tener  que  aislar  Castle  Square  del 
transito  y  por  consiguiente  incrementaria  la  con- 
taminacion  del  aire  y  congestion  del  trafico  en  el 
4rea.  Esperamos  que  el  estudio  de  BTPR 
remediari  esta  situacidn.  Una  propuesta  de  BTPR 
es  sobregradar  o  reemplazar  el  "EL"  de  la  calle 
Washington  con  adicionales  paraderos  en  el  South 
End. 

Parte  del  area  limitada  por  las  calles  Shawmut, 
East  Berkeley,  Waltham  y  Washington  sera  el 
nuevo  lugar  de  la  nueva  escuela  John  J.  Williams, 
una  escuela  para  los  grades  sexto  hasta  el  octavo  y 
la  nueva  zona  de  esparcimiento  Rotch.  Los  planes 
son  intentados  y  la  construccion  no  comenzara 
hasta  la  terminacion  de  las  nuevas  escuelas 
Blackstone  y  Quincy  en  1973. 

El  area  limitada  por  las  calles  East  Berkeley, 
Perry  y  Washington  y  la  avenida  Harrison  esta 
designada  para  la  industria  ligera.  En  la  actualidad 
no  hay  postores  para  este  lugar.  A  lo  largo  de  la 
avenida  Shawmut  en  el  area  contraria  a  Castle 
Square  hay  lugares  designados  para  cons- 
trucciones  comunes  usados  como  areas  de 
parqueo.  Con  la  demolicion  del  edificio  Wilbur 
Wharton  en  el  180  de  la  Avenida  Shawmut  hay 
espacios  que  seran  abiertos  para  la  construccion  de 
diferentes  obras. 

Para  mas  detallada  informacidn  acerca  de  estos 
planes,  por  favor  pongase  en  contacto  con  el  South 
End  Site  Office  de  la  Autoridad  del  Desarrollo  de 
Boston  (BRA)  en  el  72  de  la  Avenida  Warren  o  las 
oficinas  del  SEPAC. 


Rehabilitation... 

(Continued  From  Page  I) 

los  236  subsidiaries  seran  el  75  por  ciento  apar- 
tamentos  muy  caros  y  lujosos  y  el  25  por  ciento 
apartamentos  un  poco  menos  caros. 

Si  usted  ha  tenido  alguna  experiencia  con  el 
programa  312  o  algiin  otro  programa  positive  o 
negative,  SEP  AC  le  gustarla  .tener  de  usted  un 
cuestienario  dando  contestacion  a  las  preguntas 
para  contar  con  informacion  verdadera  que  le 
serviria  a  SEPAC  para  cuando  tenga  que  en- 
frentarse  con  BRA,  la  ciudad,  el  estado  y  agencias 
federales  pueda  demostrarles  los  fracasos  de  los 
pregramas  de  rehabilitacion  al  querer  intentar  su 
meta. 


South  End 
Little  City  HaU 

by  Sam  Hatchett-Staff  Member,  SELCH 


The  little  city  halls  of  Boston  were 
established  by  Mayor  White  to  bring  city 
government  closer  to  the  people.  The  South 
End  Little  City  Hall  is  a  prime  example, 
tailoring  its  functions  to  the  needs  of  the 
people.  Those  needs,  like  the  services  we 
offer,  are  many  and  varied. 

The  little  city  hall  staff  includes  a  manager, 
an  assistant  manager,  and  service  coor- 
dinators. The  associate  staff  includes  a 
housing  inspection  staff  with  one  principal 
and  seven  full  time  inspectors;  a  fire  in- 
spection officer,  a  police  community  relations 
officer,  and  a  senior  citizen  referral  program. 
Requests  for  municipal  services  are  handled 
by  the  immediate  staff,  these  include  ensuring 
proper  garbage  and  trash  removal,  and 
continued  street  and  sidewalk  paving  and 
maintenance. 

Housing  here  in  the  South  End  is  a  critical 
problem,  requests  for  housing  services  and 
complaints  against  absentee  landlords  are  a 
high  priority  item.  Our  housing  inspection 
team  is  empowered  to  ensure  that  landlords 
furnish  proper  heat,  sanitation  and  main- 
tenance services.  Since  the  establishment  of 
the  little  city  halls,  housing  services  for 
tenants  have  been  considerably  upgraded. 
When  housing  falls  into  disrepair  below  safety 
standards  and  constitutes  a  fire  hazard,  the 
fire  inspector  arranges  for  official  con- 
demnation and  subsequent  securing  or 
demolition  of  the  building.  Police  services  are 
arranged  by  the  police  community  relations 
officer. 

Our  services  also  include  a  duplication  of 
the  main  city  hall's  function,  in  order  to  avoid 
long  trips  downtown  for  the  community 
residents.  These  include  acceptance  of 
payments  for  city  services  such  as  water  bills, 
sewer,  real  estate  and  automobile  excise 
taxes,  abatement  applications,  and  cer- 
tificates for  births,  marriages  and  death. 

We  look  forward  to  receiving  requests  from 
the  community  as  this  is  our  reason  for  being. 
We  are  located  at  400  Shawmut  Avenue  in  the 
J.  J.  Williams  building  adjacent  to  Blackstone 
Park.  Give  us  a  call  at  267-4010. 


La  Pequeiia  Alcaldfa 
del  South  End 

Las  pequenas  alcaldias  de  Boston  fueron 
establecidas  por  el  Alcalde  White  para  traer 
el  gobierno  de  la  ciudad  hacia  el  pueblo,  La 
Pequeria  Alcaldfa  del  South  End  es  un  selecto 
ejemplo,  fijando  sus  funciones  en  las 
necesidades  de  la  gente.  Esas  necesidades. 
asi  como  los  servicies  que  ofrecemos  son 
muchos  y  variados. 

El  personal  de  la  pequeiia  alcaldia  incluye 
al  gerente,  un  asistente  del  gerente  y  coor- 
dinadores  de  servicio.  El  personal  asociado 
incluye  un  personal  de  inspeccion  de 
viviendas  con  un  jefe  principal  y  siete  ins- 
pectores  a  tiempo  completo;  un  oficial  de 
inspeccion  de  incendio,  un  oficial  de  policia  de 
relaciones  con  la  comunidad  y  un  antiguo 
servidor  para  los  pregramas  de  enlace  con 
otras  agencias.  Solicitudes  para  servicio 
municipal  son  manejados  por  el  personal 
inmediato,  esto  incluye  la  basura  y  desper- 
dicios  asi  como  el  mantenimiento  de  las 
calles,  aceras  y  pavimentos.  Las  viviendas 
aqui  en  el  South  End  es  un  problema  critico, 
pedidos  per  servicies  de  las  viviendas  y 
quejas  contra  los  propietarios  ausentes  son 
detalles  de  mayor  proporcion.  Nuestro  equipe 
de  inspeccion  de  viviendas  tiene  el  peder  de 
asegurar  que  los  propietarios  suministren 
apropiada  calefaccie'n,  servicies  sanitarios  y 
de  mantenimiento.  Desde  el  establecimiente 
de  las  pequenas  alcaldias  los  servicies  de 
viviendas  para  los  inquilinos  han  side  con- 
siderados  en  un  alto  grade.  Cuando  las 
viviendas  cayeron  dentro  del  letargo  de  la 
espera  para  ser  reparadas;  bajo  las  con- 
diciones  de  seguridad  y  constitman  un  peligro 
para  el  fuego,  el  inspector  de  incendios  con- 
dend  eficialmente,  clausurandoles  o 
demoliendo  los  edificios.  Los  servicies 
policiales  sen  dispuestos  por  el  oficial  de 
policia  de  relaciones  con  la  comunidad. 

Nuestros  servicies  tambien  incluye  la 
duplicacion  de  funciones  con  la  Alcaldfa 
principal,  con  el  objeto  de  evitar  largos  viajes 
a  los  bajos  de  la  ciudad  a  todos  los  residentes 
de  la  comunidad.  Esto  incluye  la  aceptacidn 
de  pages  por  los  servicies  que  gresta  la  ciudad 
come  recibes  de  agua.-desague,  corretaje  e 
impuestos  a  los  automoviles,  aplicaciones 
para  descuentes  y  certificados  de  nacimiento, 
matrimonio  y  defuncion. 

Esperamos  recibir  demandas  y  solicitudes 
per  parte  de  la  comunidad  dandonos  la  razdn 
por  ia  cual  estamos  aqui.  Nuestro  local  esta' 
situado  en  el  400  de  la  avenida  Shawmut  en  el 
edificio  J.J.  Williams  junto  al  parque 
Blackstone.  Denos  una  llamada  al  267-4010. 


El  Centro  de  Salud 
para  la  Comunidad  es  para  Todo  el  Mundo 


El  Centro  de  Salud  de  la  Comunidad  del  South 
End  en  el  65  de  la  calle  West  Brookline  y  la  esquina 
de  la  avenida  Shawmut  es  un  centro  independiente 
para  la  salud  del  consumidor,  gobernado  por  una 
directiva  de  residentes  del  South  End  elegidos  por 
la  comunidad.  El  centro  tiene  antiguas  relaciones 
con  el  University  Hospital,  el  Boston  City  Hospital  y 
el  Hospital  para  Mujeres  de  Boston.  En  el  personal 
se  incluye  empleados  hispanos. 

El  entasis  primordial  del  centro  es  el  cuidado  de 
la  salud  de  los  nirios  y  madres  expectantes,  pero  el 
servicio  de  medicina  general  para  adultos  es  todos 
los  martes  en  las  tardes.  Entre  los  servicios 
medicos  realizados  rutinariamente  en  todos  los 
pacientes  tenemos  las  pruebas  contra  la  anemia 
(sickle-cell )  y  el  envenenamiento  con  la  pintiu'a  que 
contiene  plomo. 

Los  residentes  pueden  Uamar  al  telefono  266-6336 
para  citas  e  informaciones  de  los  siguientes  ser- 
vicios medicos: 


PEDIATRICOS 

Delunesasabado:  9  A.M.  hasta  las  12 del  mediodfa 
De  lunes  a  jueves:  de  1  P.M.  a  4  P.M. 

OBTETRICIA  Y  GINECOLOGIA 

Jueves  y  viernes:  de  1  P.M.  a  4  P.M. 

PSIQUIATRIA 

Martes:  2  P.M.  a  5  P.M. 

MEDICINA  PARA  ADULTOS 

Martes:  6  P.M.  a  8:30  P.M. 

LA  DIVISION  DENTAL  del  centro  esta  en  el  1759 
de  la  calle  Washington  y  la  esquina  de  la  avenida 
Massachusetts.  Un  dentista  y  un  higienista  dental 
trabajan  de  lunes  a  viernes  de  9  A.M.  a  12  del 
mediodi'a  y  desde  la  1  P.M.  hasta  las  4  de  la  tarde. 
En  las  noches  del  martes  desde  las  6  P.M.  hasta  las 
8  y  30  P.M.  y  los  sibados  en  la  mariana  de  9  A.M.  a 
12  del  mediodia.  Para  citas  e  informacidn  de  la 
Division  Dental  Uamar  al  267-0530. 


From  The  B.R.A. 

By  Homer  Russell 
Assistant  Project  Director 

NEW  PROJECT  DIRECTOR 

In  October  of  1971,  Jim  Derba  became  the  new 
South  End  Project  Director.  He  has  been  with  the 
Authority  for  three  and  a  half  years,  during  which 
time  he  has  served  as  Project  Engineer  for  several 
renewal  areas.  In  addition,  he  was  the  Assistant 
Project  Director  under  Bob  Walsh  during  the  first 
half  of  1970,  thus  affording  him  the  opportumty  to 
become  familiar  with  the  renewal  program  in  the 
South  End.  ,     „ .  ,  „ . 

I  know  that  the  Community  joins  the  BRA  staff  m 
welcoming  Jim  to  the  South  End  and  are  all  con- 
fident that  his  stay  will  be  a  productive  one. 
PRIORITIES 

In  conjunction  with  major  community  needs,  the 
BRA  staff  has  established  several  priorities  for 
1972,  which  include  parks  and  playgrounds,  ad- 
ditional street  lighting,  economic  development  and 
rehabilitation.  Furthermore,  street  and  sidewalk 
reconstruction  will  be  undertaken  as  soon  as 
possible  in  those  areas  of  the  South  End  where  new 
housing  is  presently  under  construction  or  has 
recently  been  completed. 

Sub-Comite  De  Parques 
YRecreacion  Del  SEP  AC 

El  sub-comite"  de  Parques  y  Recreacidh  del 
SEPAC  se  constituyd  el  1  de  Octubre  del  1971,  y  se 
reunicf  en  Noviembre  para  discutir  el  propuesto 
parque  a  construirse  en  la  esquina  de  la  Avenida 
Columbus  y  la  calle  Chandler.  El  contratista  de  este 
parque  es  el  Sr.  Mark  Goldweitz,  un  residente  de  la 
calle  Chandler. 

Los  pianos  del  parque  fueron  aprobados  por  el 
sub^cmite'  de  acuerdo  con  las  siguientes  con- 
diciones:  Que  el  parque  se  mantenga  abierto  para 
los  residentes  durante  las  horas  en  que  haya 
claridad  y  que  el  mismo  incluya  facilidades  tales 
como  areas  pequenas  con  cajas  de  arena,  bancos 
para  los  adultos,  una  zona  pavimentada,  una  fuente 
pequena  donde  se  pueda  tomar  agua,  alumbrado 
similar  al  de  las  aceras,  y  oportunidades  de  sem- 
brar  flores.  El  Sr.  Goldweitz  proveera'  los 
materiales  y  la  mano  de  obra  y  una  vez  el  mismo 
sea  terminado  el  Departamento  de  Parques  de  la 
Ciudad  de  Boston  estara  a  cargo  de  su  man- 
tenimiento. 

SEPAC  Sub-Committee 
On  Parks  And  Recreation 

The  Parks  and  Recreation  Sub-Committee  of 
SEPAC  was  formed  in  October  1971,  and  met  during 
November  to  discuss  a  proposed  park  for  the  corner 
of  Columbus  Avenue  and  Chandler  Street.  The 
developer  of  the  park  is  Mr.  Mark  Goldweitz,  a 
resident  of  Chandler  Street. 

The  plan  for  the  park  was  approved  by  the  sub- 
committee contingent  upon  the  following 
provisions:  the  park  will  be  open  to  residents 
during  daylight  hours,  and  will  include  facilities 
such  as  a  small  sand  play  area,  benches  or  stools 
for  adults,  a  reasonable  paved  area,  a  small  water 
spout  or  fountain,  Ughting  similar  to  the  side  walk 
lights,  and  a  generous  amount  of  maintenance  free 
planting.  Mr.  Goldweitz  will  supply  materials  and 
labor,  and,  upon  completion,  the  park  will  be 
maintained  and  serviced  by  the  Parks  Department 
of  the  City  of  Boston. 

In  1972,  the  Parks  and  Recreation  Sub-Committee 
will  review  all  parks  in  the  South  End  Project  Area 
to  establish  what  problems  exist  and,  if  possible, 
how  best  to  resolve  them. 

SEPAC 

557  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  02118 
Telephone  262-4318/4319 

Robert  L.  Farrell,  Chairman 
Patrick  J.  Bocanfuso,  Vice  Chairman 
James  G.  Colbert,  Treasurer 
Paul  J.  Burns,  Assistant  Treasurer 
Joseph  J.  Walsh,  Member 
The  preparation  of  this  report  was  tinanced  in  pari 
through  a  federal  loan  and  grant  from  the  Renewal 
Proiects  Administration  of  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  under  the  provisions  of  title 
1  of  the  housing  act  of  1949,  as  amended. 


REHABILITATION 

The  Authority's  Residential  Rehabilitation  SUH, 
along  with  Jim  Derba  and  Mr.  Robert  Kenney, 
Director  of  the  BRA,  met  recently  with  officials  of 
the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Develop- 
ment to  discuss  the  status  of  Rehabilitation  m  the 
South  End.  ,^        ..,  ., 

HUD  assured  the  BRA  that  it  would  expedite  all 
cases  presenUy  awaiting  funding,  and  would  stress 
the  backlog  of  available  cases  in  its  request  for 
additional  Section  312  money  to  be  sent  to  Boston 
from  Washington. 

The  Authority,  in  adopting  a  more  streamhned 
and  efficient  approach  to  the  problems  of 
rehabilitation,  will 

1.  prepare  more  simplified  and  conscise  work 
write-ups;  and 

2.  develop  a  more  systematic  approach  towards 
surveys  and  packaging,  guaranteeing  that  from 
initial  contact,  a  loan  will  be  processed  within  4 
weeks  (up  to  6  weeks  in  problem  cases). 

Starting  on  the  first  of  April,  we  will  be  looking 
for  40  surveys  per  month,  including  hopefully  10  or 
more  section  312  or  grant  applications. 

Those  of  you  who  are  seeking  rehabilitaUon 
assistance  should  notify  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience Jim  Derba  or  Jack  Kennedy  at  the  Site 
office  at  72  Warren  Avenue  (267-8425). 

The  Storefront 
Learning  Center 

The  Storefront  Learning  Center,  located  at  90 
West  Brookline  Street,  is  partially  funded  from  a 
Title  III  grant  allocated  through  the  State 
Department  of  Education. 

The  program  consists  of  an  open-structured  pre- 
school for  neighborhood  children  from  ages  three  to 
five,  a  morning  elementary  program  working  with 
the  public  and  parochial  school  classes,  helping 
teachers  to  create  open  structured  meetings  within 
their  classrooms,  an  after  school  drop-in  center  for 
the  neighborhood  kids,  and  a  parent-teacher 
workshop  where  teachers  can  explore  new  ideas 
and  try  out  new  projects  with  parents  and  staff 
members. 

Two  new  fet-to-c"  st  the  learning  center  are  the 
Bilingual  Program  for  neighborhood  parents,  and  a 
junior  high  program  focusing  on  history  and  the 
cultural  aspects  of  the  South  End. 

Heahh  Center 
Is  For  Everyone 

The  South  End  Community  Health  Center,  at  65 
West  Brookline  Street  at  the  corner  of  Shawmut 
Avenue,  is  an  independent,  consumer-controlled 
health  center  with  a  governing  board  of  South  End 
residents  elected  by  the  community.  The  center  has 
professional  back-up  relations  with  University 
Hospital,  Boston  City  Hospital,  and  Boston  Hospital 
For  Women.  The  staff  includes  Spanish  speaking 
personnel. 

The  primary  emphasis  at  the  center  is  health 
care  for  children  and  for  expectant  mothers,  but 
general  medical  service  for  adults  is  provided 
Tuesday  evenings.  Among  the  medical  services 
routinely  performed  on  all  patients  are  testing  for 
sickle-cell  anemia  and  for  lead  paint  poisoning. 

Residents  should  telephone  266-6336  for  ap- 
pointments or  information  for  the  following 
medical  services: 

PEDIATRICS 
Mondays  thru  Saturdays:  9  A.M.  to  12  noon 
Mondays  thru  Thursdays:  1P.M.  to  4  P.M. 
OBSTETRICS  &  GYNECOLOGY 
Thursdays  &  Fridays:  1P.M.  to  4  P.M. 
PSYCHIATRY 
Tuesdays:  2  P.M.  to 5  P.M. 
ADULT  MEDICINE 
Tuesdays;  6  P.M.  to  8 :30P.M. 
THE  DENTAL  DIVISION  of  the  center  is  at  1759 
Washington  Street  at  the  corner  of  Massachusetts 
Avenue.  A  dentist  and  a  dental  hygenist  are  on  duty 
Mondays  thru  Fridays  from  9  A.M.  to  12  noon,  and 
from  1  P.M.  to  4  P.M.  on  Tuesday  evenings  from  6 
P.M.  to  8:30  P.M. ;  and  on  Saturday  mornings  from 
9  A.M.  to  12  noon.  For  appointments  or  information 
at  the  Dental  Division,  call  267-0530. 


Desde  las  Oficmas 
del  B.R.A. 

Por  Homer  Russell 
Asistente  del  Director  del  Proyecto 

NUEVO  DIRECTOR  DEL  PROYECTO 

En  Octubre  de  1971  Jim  Derba  fue  nombrado 
nuevo  Director  del  Proyecto  en  el  South  End.  El  ba 
estado  trabajando  con  la  agenda  durante  tres  anos 
y  medio,  durante  ese  tiempo  ha  ejercido  el  cargo  de 
Ingeniero  del  proyecto  en  varias  areas  renovadas. 
Ademas  el  fue  Asistente  del  Director  del  Proyecto 
bajo  la  direccion  de  Bob  Walsh  durante  el  medio 
aho  de  1970,  siendo  de  esta  manera  mas  familiar 
con  los  programas  de  renovacion  en  el  South  End. 

Se  que  la  comunidad  se  une  al  personal  de  B.R.A. 
en  darle  la  bienvenida  a  Jim  en  el  South  End  y 
somos  todos  confidentes  de  que  su  estadi'a  sera  muy 
productiva. 

PRIORIDADES 

En  conexion  con  las  necesidades  principales  de  la 
comunidad,  el  personal  del  BRA  ha  establecido 
varias  prioridades  para  1972,  el  cual  incluye 
parques  y  areas  de  esparcimiento,  adicional 
alumbrado  de  calles,  rehabihtacion  y  desarrollo 
economico.  Asimismo  la  reconstruccidn  de  calles  y 
aceras  sera  garantizado  tan  pronto  como  sea 
posible  en  esas  areas  del  South  End  donde  nuevas 
viviendas  esta'n  en  construccidn  en  la  actualidad  o 
han  sido  recientemente  terminadas. 

REHABILITACION 

El  Personal  de  la  Autoridad  de  Rehabihtacion 
Residencial  junto  con  Jim  Derba  y  el  Sr.  Robert 
Kenney,  Dkector  del  BRA  se  reunieron  recien- 
temente con  los  jefes  del  Departamento  de 
Viviendas  y  Desarrollo  Urbano  para  discutir  los 
estatutos  de  Rehabilitacio'n  del  South  End. , 

HUD  aseguro  al  BRA  de  que  ellos  podrian  ex- 
pedir  todos  los  cases  que  en  la  actualidad  esperan 
ayuda  economica  y  podri'a  alargar  las  reservas  de 
los  casos  validos  en  su  pedido  por  dinero  adicional 
Seccion  312  para  ser  enviados  a  Boston  desde 
Washington. 

La  Autoridad,  adoptando  una  mejor  moder- 
nizaciin  y  eficiente  acercamiento  a  los  problemas 
de  rehabilitacion  podri'a : 

1.  preparar  mas  simplificado  y  concise  los 
escritos,  y  , 

2.  desarroUar  un  acercamiento  sistematico  hacia 
las  entrevistas  y  parcelas,  garantizando  esto  desde 
el  contacto  inicial;  un  prestamo  sera  procesado 
dentro  las  4  semanas  (hasta  6  semanas  en  casos  con 
problemas). 

Comenzando  el  primero  de  Abril  nos  hemes 
propuesto  entrevistar  por  lo  menos  a  40  por  mes 
esperando  incluir  10  o  mas  de  la  Seccion  312  o 
aplicaciones  solicitando  ^inero. 

Todos  ustedes  que  estan  buscando  asistencia  en 
rehabilitaciones  deberian  notificar  a  su  debida  y 
pronta  conveniencia  a  Jim  Derba  o  Jack  Kennedy 
en  la  Oficina  del  72  de  la  avenida  Warren  (267-8425) . 


El  Storefront  del 
Centro  de  Aprendizaje 

El  Storefront  del  Centro  de  Aprendizaje 
localizada  en  el  90  de  la  calle  West  Brookline  es 
parcialmente  costeada  por  la  subvencio'n  del  Tftulo 
III  bajo  los  auspicios  del  Departamento  de 
Educaci6n  del  Estado. 

El  programa  consiste  de  un  local  pre-escolar 
abierto  para  servir  a  nihos  de  la  vecindad  entre  las 
edades  de  tres  a  cinco  aiios  de  edad,  un  programa 
elemental  en  las  mafianas  en  cordinacio'n  con  las 
escuelas  piiblicas  y  parroquiales,  ayudando  a  los 
maestros  a  crear  reuniones  dentro  de  sus  salones 
de  clases  y  despues  de  la  escuela,  centres  escolares 
para  muchachos  de  la  vecindad  que  han  dejado  la 
escuela  y  conferencias  para  los  padres  de  familia  y 
maestros  cuando  estos  ultimos  pueden  explorar 
nuevas  ideas  y  tratar  nuevos  proyectos  con  los 
padres  de  familia  y  miembros  del  personal. 

Dos  nuevas  facetas  en  el  centro  de  aprendizaje 
son  los  programas  bilingiies  para  los  padres  de 
familia  de  la  vecindad  y  un  programa  de  secun- 
daria en  sus  primeros  anos  enf ocando  la  historia  y 
aspectos  de  la  cultura  del  South  End. 
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STRIDE  RITE  CHILDREN'S  CENTER 


The  Stride  Rite  ChUdren's  Center,  sponsored  by  a 
local  manufacturer  of  children's  shoes  on  Harrison 
Avenue  here  in  the  South  End,  is  a  beehive  of  ac- 
tivity from  brealtfast  at  7  a.m.  until  closing  time  at 
5  pm.  Housed  in  several  rooms  in  the  building 
formerly  known  as  "Green  Shoe,"  the  program 
encourages  maximum  participation  from  the 
parents  of  the  thirty  students.  Half  of  the  parents 
work  at  Stride  Rite,  the  other  children's  fees  are 
paid  by  Welfare. 

The  published  description  of  the  center  calls  for  a 
"non-teaching  director."  Mrs.  Miriam  Kertzman 
does  not  fit  that  description  -  she  seems  per- 
manently in  the  center  of  things,  with  at  least  one 
child  attached  to  her  all  the  time.  With  the  age  level 
at  the  center  ranging  from  2'  a  to  6,  there  are  many 
levels  of  "teaching"  and-or  learning  going  on.  Mrs. 
Kertzman's  stated  goal  is  to  "make  the  children 
feel  good  about  other  people  and  about  school."  A 
group  of  six  racially-mixed  teachers,  male  and 
female,  and  a  cook  for  the  breakfasts  and  lunches 
that  are  served  daily,  complete  the  staff. 

The  indoor  facilities  are  colorful  and  filled  with 
educational  equipment  that,  without  imagination, 
might  seem  out  of  place.  Plastic  stacking  milk 
cartons,  shoe  eyelets  and  laces,  gardening  seeds 
and  construction  materials  are  used  as  everyday 
things.  The  large  outdoor  play  area  is  bordered  by 
an  asphalt  tricycle  path.  The  ground  cover,  a  huge 
sand  lot,  is  filled  with  parent  and  staff  constructions 
of  ten  by  tens,  telephone  poles  and  automobile  tires. 
"Stepping  poles"  and  a  climbing  wall  of  tires  train 
young  muscles. 

^  (Continued  on  Page  A) 


El  Stride  Rite  Children's  Center,  auspiciado  por  un 
fabricante  local  de  zapatos  para  niSos  en  la 
Avenida  Harrison  aquf  en  el  South  End,  es  una 
colmena  de  actividad  desde  el  desayuno  a  las  7  de  la 
maiiana  hasta  las  5  de  la  tarde  hora  del  cierre. 
Instalados  en  varias  habitaciones  del  edificio 
conocido  anteriormente  como  el  "Zapato  verde" 
"Green  Shoe"  el  programa  alienta  la  participacion 
maxima  de  los  padres  de  familia  de  los  treinta  estu- 
diantes.  La  mitad  de  los  padres  trabajan  en  Stride 
Rite,  las  otras  cuotas  del  resto  de  niiios  lo  paga  Wel- 
fare. 

La  descripcion  publicada  determinando  a  la 
persona  a  cargo,  decfa  "directora  que  no  ensene"  ■ 
La  senora  Miriam  Kertzman  no  encaja  en  esa 
designacion-por  que  ella  permanece  en  el  centro 
con  un  niiio  por  lo  menos  a  su  cuidado  todo  el 
tiempo.  .    ,  , 

Con  un  nivel  en  las  edades  que  comienza  desde  los 
212  a  6  afios  encontramos  muchos  grados  de  en- 
seiianza  y  aprendizaje.  La  seiiora  Kertzman  tiene 
su  propia  finalidad  y  conforme  ella  la  describe 
"hacer  que  los  niiios  se  sientan  comedos  con  el  roce 
de  otras  personas  v  la  escuela".  Un  grupo  de  seis 
maestros  de  ambos  sexos,  diferentes  razas  y  un 
cocinero  para  preparar  el  desayuno  y  el  almuerzo 
que  son  servidos  diariihente  completan  el  per- 
sonal. ,  ,   .J  *■ 

La  decoracion  interior  es  llena  de  colorido  y  tiene 
complete  equipo  educacional  que  sin  ninguna 
imaginacion  podrfa  parecer  fuera  de  lugar.  Muchas 
cajas  de  leche  de  pla'stico,  zapatos  con  ojos  y  lazos, 
semillas  para  el  jardin  y  materiales  de  cons- 
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The  South  End  Y  Is  Born! 

Courses  are  now  being  offered  at  the  South  End  Y 
277  Shawmut  Ave.  Please  come  in  and  register 
NOW!! 

Sewing  for  Teens  and  Adults 
Cooking  for  Pre-Teens  and  Teens 
Cake  Decorating  for  Teens 
Ceramics-Beginning  and  Glazing 
Off-loom  Weaving  and  Macrame 
Crafts  for  Teens 
Drawing  for  Teens 
Grooming  and  Charm  School 
Diet  Workshop 
Macrame 
Woodworking 

Mondays  and  Thursdays  10  AM  on  is  for  Senior 
Citizens-Open  House-Pot  Luck  Lunch-Bring  your 
friends! ! !  No  Fee. 

Wednesdays  9-11  AM  a  Coffee  and  Social-Bring 
your  knitting,  mending  and  join  us  for  some  good 
conversation.  No  Fee. 

If  you  are  interested  in  courses  either  to  learn  or 
to  teach,  call  or  come  in,  426-6660. 

$5  for  Adult  YWCA  membership,  $2  for  Students. 
Most  class  fees  from  $.50  to  $1.00. 

Ha  Nacido  La  Y.W.C.A. 
del  South  End 

Cursos  que  estan  siendo  ofrecidos  en  la  "Y"  del 
South  End,  277  Shawmut  Ave.  Le  invitamos  a  que 
participe  AHORA. 

Clases  de  costura  para  jovenes  y  adultos 

Clases  de  cosina  para  pre-adolescentes  y 
adolescentes 

Decoracion  de  bizcochos  para  adolescentes 

Comienzos  de  ceramica 

Clases  para  macrame  y  para  teses 

Artes  para  adolescentes 

Dietas  0  Dietictica 

Macrame 
Taller  de  madera 

Lunes  y  Jueves  10  a.m.  en  adelante  para  personas 
de  edad  avanzada.  Casa  Abierta  -  Almuerzo  - 
Traiga  a  sus  amigos.  Gratis. 

M^rcoles  9-11  a.m.  Cafe  y  Reunion  Social  - 
Traiga  su  tejido  y  costura  y  unase  a  nosotros  para 
una  buena  conversacion.  Gratis. 

Si  esta  interesado  en  un  curso  para  aprender  o 
para  ensenar  venga  0  llame  al  426-6660. 

Membresia  en  YWCA  $5  por  adulto  $2  por 
estudiantes.  La  mayor  parte  de  las  clases  son  de 
$.50  a  $1.00. 

OPEN  FOR  BUSINESS 

ATTENTION :   Teen-age  girls  and  women  of  all 

ages. 

The  South  End  YWCA  opened  its  doors  on 
Monday  morning  at  9:00  a.m.  on  September  18  to 
the  women  and  girls  of  the  South  End.  Much 
planning  and  many  months  of  hard  work  by  a  group 
of  South  End  women  has  led  to  the  establishment  of 
a  neighborhood  center  for  girls  and  women  under 
sponsorship  of  the  Boston  YWCA. 

A  little  over  a  year  ago,  the  Board  of  the  Boston 
YWCA  decided  to  make  one  of  their  dreams  a 
reality  -  to  bring  the  YWCA  to  the  South  End.  One  of 
your  neighbors  was  recruited  for  the  task  and  was 
given  the  invitation  to  set  up  a  program  that 
seemed  most  suitable  for  the  area,  A  committee 
was  organized  from  South  End  residents.  Women 
from  all  over  the  South  End  were  invited  to  join  the 
committee  to  present  their  ideas  and  opinions  and 
to  work  for  the  creation  of  a  program  and-or  facility 
that  would  be  welcomed  by  the  community.  It  was 
agreed  that  a  separate  facility  would  be  best  and  a 
search  was  made  to  find  a  site  that  was  easily 
available,  visible,  and  economical  (money  is 
always  a  problem).  After  months  of  searching,  the 
building  which  had  formerly  housed  the  U.S.E.S. 
Multi-Service  Center  at  277  Shawmut  Avenue  was 
chosen.  The  Board  of  the  U.S.E.S  consented  to  rent 
the  building  to  the  group.  Their  program  was  in  the 
process  of  being  phased  out,  and  the  building  was 
up  for  sale.  Our  thanks  to  the  U.S.E.S.  Board  for 
renting  the  building  to  us  at  cost  and  to  Mr.  Ken 
Brown  for  his  cooperation  in  helping  us  to  ease  the 
transfer  with  regard  to  personnel  and  equipment. 

All  summer  long,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Young  has 
worked  hard  to  get  the  building  ready  for  our  fall 
opening.  The  building  has  been  painted  with  the 
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help  of  the  Neighborhood  Youth  Corp  and  the  young 
men  in  the  community.  Everything  has  been 
scrubbed,  cleaned,  and  prettied  up  for  your  use. 
Instructors  have  been  lined  up  for  the  classes  which 
are  listed  elsewhere  in  this  paper.  Each  class  will 
begin  as  soon  as  enough  people  have  signed  up  for 
it.  Classes  will  be  small,  about  10  students.  If  more 
sign  up  for  an  activity,  another  class  will  be 
organized  for  them. 

If  you  have  a  group  interested  in  some  activity 
not  listed  here,  let  us  know  and  we  will  do  our  best 
to  get  one  started  for  you.  Qass  fees  will  be  kept  as 
low  as  possible.  We  are  not  here  to  make  money, 
but  we  have  to  be  self  supporting  as  our  budget  is 
very  small.  If  you  belong  to  a  club  and  need  a  place 
to  meet,  let  us  know,  no  fee  will  be  charged  for 
clubs,  but  each  group  must  have  a  leader  who  will 
be  responsible  for  the  group. 

This  Center  has  been  financed  for  one  year,  our 
lease  is  for  one  year.  Whether  or  not  it  continues 
will  depend  upon  how  much  it  is  used.  This  Neigh- 
borhood Center  -  for  girls  and  women  -  has  been 
needed  for  a  long  time.  It  has  been  a  hard,  but 
happy  task  to  get  it  born. 

There  will  be  an  "Open  House"  Friday,  Sept.  29, 
from  9:00  a.m.  •  12  Noon  and  from  3:00  -  7:00  p.m. 
for  adults;  and  Saturday,  Sept.  30,  from  10:00  a.m. 
to  3:00  p.m.  for  teens  and  pre-teens.  Come  and  get 
acquainted  with  your  Neighborhood  YWCA  Center. 
That's  277  Shawmut  Avenue.  Our  director,  Nancy 
Warner,  and  the  members  of  the  South  End  WYCA 
Committee  will  be  on  hand  to  welcome  you  and  to 
answer  any  questions.  Drop  in  -  the  door  is  always 
open. 

South  End  Site 

Service  Center 

A  Sight  Service  Center  was  opened  recently  to 
serve  visually  handicapped  residents  of  the  South 
End.  The  Center,  sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts 
Association  for  the  Blind  (MAB),  is  located  at  the 
South  End  Community  Health  Center,  65  West 
Brookline  Street,  Boston. 

The  Center's  services,  available  to  visually 
handicapped  individuals,  include:  volunteer  ser- 
vice -  community  volunteers  provide  their  visually 
handicapped  neighbors  with  sighted  help  for  tasks 
such  as  reading  and  shopping ;  supportive  services  - 
recorded  telephone  message  (536-8908),  aids  & 
devices,  reading  materials,  and  public  education 
and  information  ,  and  information  and  referral  -  to 
MAB  and  other  agencies  serving  visually  handi- 
capped residents. 

Other  services  offered  by  MAB  and  available 
through  the  Sight  Service  Center :  adult  recreation  - 
summer  and  winter  vacation  programs;  vocational 
counseling  -  for  visually  handicapped  teenagers 
and  young  adults;  and  the  Vision  Rehabilitation 
Clinic. 

A  major  emphasis  at  the  Center  is  the  Volunteer 
Program.  Community  volunteers  are  recruited  and 
trained  to  assist  visually  handicapped  individuals 
in  their  own  neighborhoods  with  everyday  tasks 
requiring  sight.  For  example,  a  volunteer  might 
assist  a  blind  homemaker  with  grocery  shopping, 
allowing  her  to  purchase  her  supplies  at  a  larger, 
less  expensive  supermarket  rather  than  an  ac- 
cessible and  expensive  corner  store. 

Mrs.  Lois  Cato,  Sight  Service  Center  Field 
Worker,  and  herself  a  South  End  resident,  urges 
anyone  who  is  interested  in  additional  information 
about  the  Center's  Services  or  in  volunteering  help 
to  call ,  write  or  drop  by  the  South  End  Sight  Service 
Center,  South  End  Community  Health  Center,  65 
West  Brookline  Street,  Boston  (542-3419). 

The  South  End  Center  is  the  second  of  two  Sight 
Service  Centers  opened  by  MAB.  The  first  was 
opened  in  November  1971  at  Freedom  House,  14 
Crawford  Street,  Roxbury. 

Centra  de  Servicios 

para  la  Vista 

Un  Centre  de  Servicios  para  la  Vista  fue 
inaugurado  recientemente  con  el  propcjsito  de 
servir  a  los  residentes  que  tengan  problemas 
visuales  en  el  South  End.  El  Centre  auspiciado  por 
la  Asociacidn  de  Ciegos  de  Massachusetts  (Mass. 
Association  for  the  Blind-MAB )  esta  ubicado  en  el 
Centre  de  Salud  de  la  Comunidad  del  South  End  en 
el  65  de  la  calle  West  Brookline,  Boston. 

Los  servicios  que  presta  estan  a  disposicion  de 
todas  las  personas  con  problemas  en  la  vision  e 


incluye:  servicio  voluntario- Voluntaries  de  la 
cumunidad  atienden  a  sus  vecinos  incapacitados 
visuales  ayudandolos  a  desenvolverse  por  si 
mismos  en  la  lectura  y  en  las  compras;  servicios  de 
apoyorecibiendo  mensajes  telefdhicos  (536-8908); 
ayudas  y  recursos-materiales  de  lectura,  educaci(5n 
pijblica  e  informaciifn;  servicios  de  referencias-al 
MAB  y  otras  agendas  que  sirven  a  los  residentes 
enfermos. 

Otros  servicios  afrccidos  por  el  MAB  y  disponi- 
bles  por  intermedio  de  este  Centre  de  servicio 
para  la  vista:  recreacion  para  adultos-programas 
de  vacaciones  en  vcrano  e  invierno;  orientacion 
vocacional-para  iovenes  y  adultos  con  deficiencias 
visuales;  y  la  Clinica  de  Rehabilitacirfn  de  la  vista. 

El  mayor  enfasis  del  Centre  es  el  programa 
voluntario.  Voluntaries  de  la  comunidad  son  ins-. 
critos  y  entrenados  para  atender  a  los  individuos 
incapacitados  vlsualmente  en  sus  propias  vecm- 
dades  con  las  tareas  diarias  que  requieren  vision. 
Por  ejemplo  un  voluntario  podrfa  ayudar  a  un  ciego 
a  comprar  en  una  tienda  de^  comestibles, 
procurindole  asi  comprar  sus  v'veres  en  un 
supermercado  donde  los  precios  son  mas  comedos 
que  en  una  tienda  de  la  esquina. 

La  seiiora  Lois  Cato,  trabajadora  del  Centre  del 
Servicio  de  la  Vista  y  residentes  del  South  End 
exhorta  a  todas  las  personas  interesadas  en  obtener 
adicional  informacicSn  acerca  de  los  servicios  del 
Centre  o  en  prestar  ayuda  voluntaria  a  Uamar, 
escribir  o  visitar  las  oficinas  del  South  End  Com- 
munity Health  Center  Center  en  el  65  de  la  calle 
West  Brookline,  Boston  (542-3419). 

El  Centre  del  South  End  es  el  segimdo  Centre  de 
Servicio  de  la  Vista  abierto  por  el  MAB.  El  primero 
fue  inaugurado  en  Noviembre  de  1971  en  el 
Freedom  House,  14  Crawford  St.,  Roxbury. 

Peabody  Construction  Company  Tour 

by  Mrs.  Alice  Hucksam 
Representative,  District  11 

The  Housing  Committee  met  with  the  Peabody 
Construction  Company  to  discuss  the  plans  for  the 
three  Elderly  Homes  for  the  South  End.  We  ac- 
cepted their  kind  offer  of  a  bus  tour  of  some  of  their 
completed  and  in  progress  buildings  in  Dorchester 
and  Quincy. 

The  first  stop  was  in  Dorchester  at  784 
Washington  Street.  The  construction  site  looked 
clean  and  efficient,  and  the  sponsor  of  the  building 
is  the  Boston  Housing  Authority.  We  discussed  the 
safety  factors  and  the  exterior  paint  color  of  the 
building. 

The  second  stop  was  in  Quincy,  at  a  church 
sponsored  development  at  1000  Southern  Artem. 
After  a  five  mile  bus  trip  through  clean  streets,  we 
arrived  at  the  large  light  colored  building  with 
porches  surrounding  the  building,  a  perfect  place  to 
walk  in  the  fresh  air  in  safety.  As  we  entered  we 
could  see  that  we  would  hate  to  leave  and  come 
back  to  the  dirty  streets  of  the  South  End. 

It  was  a  show  place:  beautifully  furnished  with 
many  gathering  places  for  the  folks  to  sit  and  talk. 
The  facilities  included  a  store  for  light  groceries, 
newspapers  at  a  discount,  a  poolroom  with  three 
tables,  and  many  televisions.  A  fountain  with 
colored  lights,  many  planters,  and  paintings 
decorate  the  public  spaces.  Some  of  the  residents 
opened  their  apartments  for  the  visitors  from  the 
South  End,  and  we  found  the  apartments  well 
designed  and  very  habitable.  The  residents  an- 
swered our  questions  about  the  convenience  of  the 
one  bedroom  apartments,  leaving  the  daybed  free 
for  guests.  The  apartments  to  be  built  in  the  South 
End  will  be  efficiency  units,  with  no  room  for 
overnight  guests. 

An  auditorium  in  the  building  was  furnished  by 
the  residents,  and  there  is  a  hotel  sized  kitchen  for 
the  serving  of  four  dinners  a  week.  The  residents 
seem  very  happy  in  their  surroundings,  and  pay  a 
flat  rate  of  $120.00  a  month. 

The  third  building  visited  was  on  Washington 
Street  in  Quincy,  and  included  similiar  amenities  to 
the  second.  One  bedroom  units  were  part  of  the 
plan,  and  some  design  changes  in  the  closets, 
bathrooms  and  kitchen  units  were  noticed. 

The  last  stop  on  the  tour  was  a  Turnkey  building 
in  the  Germantown  section  of  Quincy.  There  we 
were  offered  refreshments  and  chatted  with  the 
residents  of  the  building. 

We  want  to  thank  Peabody  Construction  for 
making  the  tour  possible,  and  are  only  sorry  that 
more  folks  from  the  South  End  could  not  join  us. 


SUMMER  IN  THE  CITY 

The  Office  of  Public  Service  (O.P.S.),  also  known 
as  Little  City  Hall,  is  sponsoring  a  National  Youth 
Corps  program  involving  fifty-five  teenagers  from 
the  South  End.  The  program  is  directed  by  George 
Wright,  a  Brandeis  student  who  grew  up  in  the 
South  End.  George  and  his  troupe  work  out  of  a 
B.R.A.  owned  garage  on  West  Dedham  Street.  The 
teenagers,  14  to  16  years  of  age,  are  divided  into 
work  teams,  with  college  age  crew  chiefs.  The 
National  Youth  Corps  funds  23  hours  a  week  and  the 
O.P.S.  funds  an  additional  eight,  making  a  thirty- 
one  hour  week.  They  are  involved  in  many  projects 
throughout  the  South  End,  including  helping  with 
the  Hot  Lunch  Program  at  the  Boston  Center  for 
Older  Americans  and  working  at  the  South  End 
Community  Drug  Council. 

There  are  five  major  work  projects  and  many 
minor  ones  planned  for  the  summer.  The  Bradford- 
Shawmut  Neighborhood  Association  sponsored  a 
cleanup  of  the  Groton  Street  Pool  Site,  including 
repau-ing  of  equipment,  erecting  new  benches,  and 
putting  up  a  community  bulletin  board.  The 
Emergency  Tenant's  Council  has  an  empty  lot  on 
West  Canton  Street  that  will  be  a  new  park  soon, 
courtesy  of  George  and  his  work  teams.  They  will 
build  play  equipment,  a  swing  and  a  slide  for  the 
use  of  the  residents  in  Parcel  19.  The  Lower  Rox- 
bury  Neighborhood  Cummunity  Center  is  looking 
forward  to  the  addition  of  a  large  slide,  a  new  swing 
and  benches  in  their  play  area  on  Windsor  Street. 
Martha  and  Eliot  Rothman,  architects  from  the 
South  End,  are  designing  a  tot  lot  and  amphitheatre 
next  door  to  the  Storefront  Learning  Center  on  West 
Brookline  Street.  The  B.R.A. ,  the  D.P.W.  and  the 
Parks  Department  are  supplying  materials  for 
many  of  the  above  projects,  including  the  fill  for  the 
Storefront  Learning  Center  park. 

The  fifth  project,  planned  in  conjunction  with  the 
Chinatown  Little  aty  Hall,  is  the  painting  of  a 
mural  on  the  wall  of  the  Massachusetts  Turnpike  on 
Hudson  Street,  facing  the  Chinatown  community. 
The  paint  is  being  supplied  by  the  Tiu-npike 
Authority,  and  the  O.P.S.  painting  crew  will  handle 
the  design  of  the  mural  and  wield  the  brushes.  A 
small  related  project  is  the  painting  of  the  SEP  AC 
Office,  and  that  will  also  include  a  mural. 

The  National  Youth  Corps  program  is  funded 
from  the  Federal  government  and  the  City  of 
Boston.  The  concept  is  to  make  available  summer 
jobs  for  the  teenagers  of  urban  areas,  and  eligibility 
is  restricted  to  those  whose  parents'  incomes  fall 
within  certain  levels.  The  program  could  become 
one  of  "make  work,"  but  Mr.  Wright's  concept  of 
the  program  is  to  make  the  summer  experience  a 
meaningful  one.  Working  with  neighborhood  groups 
on  projects  that  will  be  maintained  by  the  com- 
munity on  a  year-round  basis,  the  residents  of  the 
area  are  also  involved  and  responsive  to  the 
program.  The  main  emphasis  is  to  develop  good 
work  habits,  a  sense  of  responsibility  and  a  sense  of 
accomplishment  for  the  N.Y.C.  kids.  That  their  job 
also  provides  needed  recreational  space  and  outlets 
for  the  community  is  a  secondary  bonus,  giving  the 
group  a  sense  of  contributing  to  the  development  of 
the  South  End  community  as  well  as  to  their  own 
personal  development. 

Verano  en  la  Ciudad 

La  Oficina  de  Servico  Pubhco  (OPS)  tambien 
conocida  como  la  Pequena  Alcaldla  esta' 
auspiciando  un  programa  Nacional  del  Cuerpo  de 
Jovenes  en  el  cual  estitn  participando  cin- 
cuentaicinco  jovencitos  del  South  End.  El 
programa  esta  dirigido  por  George  Wright, 
estudiante  de  la  Universidad  de  Brandeis,  que 
crecio  en  el  South  End.  George  y  su  grupo  de 
trabajo  eslan  limpiando  un  garage  que  pertenece  al 
B.R.A.  ubicado  en  la  calle  West  Dedham.  Los 
jovencitos  cuyas  edades  varian  entre  los  14  y  16 
anos  estan  divididos  en  equipos  de  trabajo,  con 
jefes  de  cuadrillas  en  edad  universitaria. 

El  National  Youth  Corps  contribuye  con  el  dinero 
necesario  para  el  pago  de  23  horas  semanales  y  el 
O.P.S.  paga  las  8  horas  adicionales,  haciendo  un 
total  de  treintaiuna  horas  semanales.  Ellos  estan 
trabajando  en  muchos  proyectos  del  South  End, 
incluyendo  la  ayuda  que  preslan  al  Programa  de 
Almuerzos  Calientes  que  auspicia  el  Centre  de 
Boston  para  Americanos  Ancianos  y  cooperando 
con  el  Concilio  de  Drogas  de  la  Comunidad  del 
South  End. 


Hay  cinco  proyectos  principales  y  muchos 
secundarios  planeados  para  el  verano.  La 
Asociacicfn  de  Vecinos  del  Bradford  -  Shawmut 
patrocin(?  la  limpieza  del  Groton  Street  Pool  Site, 
incluyendo  la  reparacion  del  equipo,  construyendo 
nuevas  bancas  y  colocando  un  fichero  para 
anuncios  de  la  comunidad. 

El  Emergency  Tenant's  Council  un  solar 
vacfo  en  la  calle  West  Canton,  que  serJ  muy 
pronto  un  nuevo  parque  gracias  a  la  cortes'a  de 
George  y  su  grupo  de  trabajo.  Ellos  construiran 
equipos  de  juego,  un  columpio,  y  un  tobogin  para 
uso  de  los  residentes  de  la  Parcela  19. 

El  Lower  Roxbury  Neighborhood  Community 
Center  esta  buscando  los  medios  necesarios  para 
instalar  un  tobogan  gigante,  un  nuevo  columpio  y 
bancas  en  su  area  de  juego  de  la  calle  Windsor. 
Martha  y  Eliot  Rothman,  arquitectos  del  South  End 
estan  diseHando  un  parque  infantil  y  un  anfiteatro 
vecino  al  Storefront  Learning  Center  en  la  calle 
West  Brookline.  El  B.R.A.,  el  D.P.W.  y  el  Depar- 
tamento  de  Parques  estan  abasteciendo  de 
materiales  a  muchos  de  los  proyectos  arriba 
enunciados  incluyendo  el  relleno  del  Parque  del 
Storefront  Learning  Center. 

El  quinto  proyecto  planeado  en  cooperacion  con 
la  Pequena  Alcaldfa  del  Barrio  Chino  es  la  pintura 
de  un  mural  en  la  pared  de  la  Vfa  Expresa,  en  la 
calle  Hudson  dando  frente  a  la  Comunidad  del 
Barrio  Chino.  La  pintura  est^  siendo  proporcionada 
gratuitamente  por  la  Autoridad  Vial  y  la  cuadrilla 
de  pintores  del  O.P.S.  estara  a  cargo  del  disetlo  del 
mural  y  del  manejo  de  las  brochas.  Un  pequeno 
proyecto  es  el  de  pintar  las  oficinas  del  SEPAC  y 
este  incluir^  tambien  un  mural. 

El  National  Youth  Corps  es  un  programa  fundado 
por  el  gobierno  Federal  y  la  ciudad  de  Boston.  El 
concepto  primordial  es  crear  trabajos  de  verano 
para  jovencitos  de  las  ^reas  urbanas  y  su 
eligibilidad  esti  estrictamente  asegurada  a  todos 
aquellos  cuyos  padres  de  familia  estan  dentro  de  un 
cierto  nivel  de  ganancias  anuales.  El  programa 
podn'a  llegar  a  ser  uno  de  los  "hacer  trabajo"  pero 
el  concepto  del  Sr.  Wright  es  hacer  de  la  ex- 
periencia  de  Verano  un  hecho  significative. 
Trabajando  con  grupos  de  la  vecindad  en 
proyectos  que  pudieran  ser  mantenidos  durante 
todo  el  afio  por  la  Comunidad,  los  residentes  del 
area  tambien  son  partfcipes  y  responsables  del 
programa.  La  principal  intenci(Jn  es  desarroUar 
buenos  hdfbitos  de  trabajo,  sentido  de  respon- 
sabilidad  y  cumplimiento  por  los  trabajadores  del 
N.Y.C.  Que  sus  tareas  tambien  provean  necesarios 
espacios  recreacionales  y  salidas  para  la 
comunidad  son  actividades  secundarias,  dando  al 
grupo  un  sentido  de  colaboraci^n  al  desarroUo  de  la 
comunidad  del  South  End  asi  como  tambien  a  su 
propio  desenvolvimiento  personal  es  lo  que  in- 
teresa. 

A.F.S.C. 

And  The  Concilio  Drug  Center 

This  summer  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  (A.F.S.C.)  has  placed  ten  teen-agers 
and  two  leaders  to  work  with  Carlos  Mora  and  the 
Concilio  Drug  Program.  The  high  school  workcamp 
will  last  seven  weeks  during  which  time  the  teen- 
agers will  be  cleaning  and  renovating  the  five-story 
house  at  37  West  Newton  Street.  In  the  fall,  the 
house  will  be  used  as  a  half-way  house  for  Spanish- 
speaking  drug  addicts.  The  members  of  the  work- 
camp  are  living  and  working  in  the  house  now. 

The  leaders  are  Judy  Leonard  from  North 
Carolina  and  Forrest  Forque  from  Texas.  The 
adolescents  are  sixteen,  seventeen,  and  eighteen 
years  old.  They  each  paid  money  and  their  trans- 
portation in  order  to  come  to  the  project.  The  teen- 
agers are  Michal  Aronson  from  New  York,  Nancy 
Gould  from  Pennsylvania,  Paul  Hansen  from 
California,  Richard  Lochner  from  Ohio,  Jari 
Thymian  from  Minnesota,  Bruce  Wessel  from 
Connecticut,  Su  Johnston  from  Ohio,  and  Fred 
Newman,  Lowery  Ware  and  Barry  Fletcher,  all 
three  of  whom  are  from  New  Jersey. 

A.F.S.C. 
en  el  Concilio  de  Drogas 

Este  verano  el  Comite  de  Servicio  a  los  Amigos 
Americanos  (A.F.S.C.)  ha  empleado  diez  joven- 
citos y  dos  ltderes  para  trabajar  con  Carlos  Mora  y 
el  Concilio  de  Programa  de  las  Drogas.  Los 
estudiantes  de  secundaria  del  campamento^  de 
trabajo  en  estas  siete  ultimas  semanas  limpiaran  y 


remozarin  el  edificio  de  cinco  pisos  del  37  de  la 
calle  West  Newton.  En  el  OtoRo  la  casa  se  usara 
como  un  centre  de  droga  adictos  hispanos.  Los 
miembros  del  campamento  de  trabajo  estan 
viviendo  y  trabajando  en  la  casa  en  la  actualidad. 

Los  llderes  son  Judy  Leonard  de  Carolina  del 
Norte  y  Forrest  Forque  de  Texas.  Las  edades  de  los 
adolescentes  fluctuan  entre  los  dieciseis  y  dieciocho 
atios  de  edad.  Cada  uno  de  ellos  paga  una  cantidad 
de  dinero  y  su  propia  movilidad  para  ser  parte  del 
proyecto. 

Los  jovencitos  son  Michael  Aronson  de  New 
York,  Nancy  Gould  de  Pennsylvania,  Paul  Hansen 
de  California,  Richard  Lochner  de  Ohio,  Jari 
Thymian  de  Minnesota,  Bruce  Wessel  de  Con- 
necticut, Su  Johnston  de  Ohio,  Fred  Newman, 
Lowery  Ware  y  Barry  Fletcher  de  New  Jersey. 


School  Volunteers  for  Boston 

School  Volunteers  for  Boston  welcomes  you  as  a 
volunteer  in  your  neighborhood  school. 

Requests  are  now  coming  in  for  more  help  in  the 
schools,  and  volunteers  arc  needed  as  classroom 
assistants,  library  workers  and  tutors  of  reading, 
arithmetic  and  English  as  a  second  language. 
There  is  also  a  need  for  more  volunteers  in  science, 
the  arts,  music  and  drama. 

A  volunteer  serves  for  three  hours  per  week 
during  the  school  day  and  is  given  free  training  by 
School  Volunteers  for  Boston.  Call  us  now  for  more 
information,  267-2626. 

La  directiva  del  grupo  "Voluntarios  en  las 
Escuelas  de  Boston"  los  invita  a  participar  como 
voluntarios  en  las  escuelas  de  sus  barrios. 

La  oficina  del  grupo  de  voluntarios  esta  con- 
tinuamente  recibiendo  solicitudes  de  ayuda  de  las 
escuelas  de  Boston.  Se  necesitan  voluntarios  como 
asistentes  en  las  clases,  bibliotecas,  tutores  de 
lectura,  aritmetica  e  inglfe  como  segundo  idioma. 
Se  necesitan  ademas  voluntarios  en  los  campos  de 
ciencia,  arte,  drama  y  musica. 

Los  voluntarios  prestan  su  servicio  por  tres  horas 
a  la  semana  durante  las  horas  regulares  de  escuela 
y  reciben  entrenamiento  gratis. 

Llamenos  inmediatamente  si  quiere  participar 
en  este  programa  -  267-2626. 

Parking  Ticket  News 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Traffic  Department 
and  the  Department  of  Public  Works  refuse  to 
change  the  winter  parking  ban  even  after  orders 
from  the  mayor  and  efforts  of  the  law  department 
to  get  them  to  do  so. 

We  filed  a  motion  this  week  with  the  Superior 
Court  demanding  that  the  city  be  stopped  from 
enforcing  the  regulations.  The  court  probably  will 
set  a  date  for  a  full  hearing  in  our  suit  for  sometime 
in  Octot)er.  We  will  announce  that  date  so  that  all 
citizens  who  want  to  can  come  and  tell  the  court 
how  and  why  the  ban  does  not  work. 

The  clerk  of  Boston  Municipal  Court  cannot 
legally  cancel  tickets  from  last  winter,  but  usually 
is  willing  to  postpone  action  on  them  if  you  ask  him. 
If  we  win  the  suit,  the  judge  may  dismiss  those 
tickets.  In  the  meantime,  it  is  doubtful  that  the 
court  will  take  any  further  action  to  enforce  those 
tickets. 

We  have  incurred  expenses  in  this  fight  and  will 
incur  more  before  it  is  over.  Contributions  from  the 
citizens  are  welcome.  Any  excess  will  be  applied  to 
a  phone  answering  system  so  you  can  find  out  up-to- 
the-minute  developments  in  this  fight. 

William  F.  Wiilier  David  C.  Sprogie 

198  West  Brookline  St.      184  West  Brookline  St. 


SEPAC 

557  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  Moss.  02118 
Telephone  262-4318/4319 

Call  Karen  Gould,  SEPAC  manager  if 
vou  have  any  questions. 


From  The  B.R.A. 

byJamesJ.  Derba. 
South  End  Project  Director 

At  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority's 
meeting  of  17  August  1972  Peabody  Construction 
Company,  Inc.  received  Final  Designation  as 
Redeveloper  of  Parcels  RE-2a,  RE4  and  RE-7a. 
Parcel  RE-2a  is  located  on  Tremont  Street  between 
Worcester  and  West  Springfield  Streets;  Parcel 
RE4  is  on  the  southeasterly  corner  of  Northampton 
Street  and  Shawmut  Avenue;  and  Parcel  RE-7a  is 
on  Washington  Street  between  Worcester  and  West 
Springfield  Streets.  Each  of  these  sites  contains 
approximately  20,000  square  feet  on  which  Peabody 
plans  to  build  a  total  of  232  dwelling  units  of  elderly 
public  housing  to  be  constructed  through  the 
"Turnkey"  program  and  eventually  owned  and 
managed  by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority.  The 
architect  for  the  project  is  Justin  Gray  and 
Associates  and  construction  has  begun. 

At  the  Authority's  following  meeting  of  7  Sep- 
tember 1972,  Emergency  Tenants'  Council 
Developers,  Inc.  received  Final  Designation  as 
Redeveloper  of  Parcel  PB-7,  a  45,000  sq.  ft.  site  on 
West  Dedham  Street  between  Tremont  Street  and 
Shawmut  Avenue.  The  Redeveloper  plans  to  build 
204  dwelling  units  of  elderly  public  housing,  also  to 
be  constructed  under  the  "Turnkey"  program  and 
eventually  owned  by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority. 
The  architect  for  the  project  is  John  Sharratt 
Associates,  and  the  contractor  is  Peabody  Con- 
struction Company,  and  Greater  Boston  Com- 
munity Development  is  the  packager.  After  the 
demolition  now  in  progress  has  been  completed, 
construction  is  scheduled  to  begin. 

Thus,  a  total  of  436  elderly  housing  units  will  be 
under  construction  this  fall,  thereby  providing 
senior  citizens  in  the  South  End  with  much  needed 
new  living  quarters.  These  developments  contain 
many  amenities  previously  unheard  of  in  similar 
projects  constructed  elsewhere,  including 
generous  community  facihties,  attractive  outdoor 
sitting  areas,  and  adequate  security  provisions. 
Peabody  Construction  Company  has  considerable 
experience  in  projects  of  this  type,  and  we  look 
forward  to  their  early  and  successful  completion. 

Members  at  Large;  Paul  Yee,  50  Emerald  Court; 
Chris  Hayes,  156  West  Canton  Street;  Royal  Doyd, 
42  Union  Park;  Betty  Gibson,  530  Massachusetts 
Avenue;  Clark  Frazier,  29  Union  Park;  Helen 
Morton,  83  West  Brookline  Street;  George  Buck, 
28A  Union  Park;  Isaiah  Owens,  225  West  Canton 
Street;  Jovita  Fontanez,  32  Dartmouth  Street. 

District  1:  George  Wilson,  16  Wellington  St.; 
Liliane  Wilson,  16  Wellington  St. 

District  2:  Veola  Canada,  26  Concord  Square; 
Philip  Bradley,  Rutland  Square. 

District  3:  Edward  Walker,  39  Holyoke  St.; 
Reverend  Thomas  Kennedy,  175  Warren  Ave. 

District  4 :  Frederic  Berg,  70  Chandler  St. ;  James 
Fitzgerald,  98  Appleton  St. 

District  5:  David  Chin,  12  Emerald  Court; 
Anderson  Rogers,  2B  Emerald  Court. 

District  6:  Joshua  Young,  159  West  Newton  St.; 
David  Sprogis,  184  West  Brookline  St. 

District  7:  Ronald  Geddes,  39  Union  Park; 
Raymond  Listen,  25  Union  Park. 

District  8:  John  Moses,  5  Bond  Street;  Uoyd 
Jameson,  36  Dwight  St. 

District  9:  Steven  Henry,  21  Greenwich  St. ;  Katie 
Gibson,  30  Greenwich  St. 

District  10:  William  Shabazz,  68  West  Concord 
St.;  Herb  Becket,  68  West  Concord  St. 

District  11 :  Ann  Kerrey,  423  Shawmut  Ave. ;  Alice 
Hucksam,  5  West  Canton  St. 

District  12;  William  Kelley,  48  West  Springfield 
St.;  Rose  Mehegan,  20  Worcester  Square. 

District  13;  John  Bethoney,  13A  St.  George  St.; 
SheUa  Martin,  Box  633,  14  East  Brookline  St. 

District  14:  Lawrence  Buechs,  170A  Shawmut 
Ave.;  William  Bunting,  24  Bradford  St. 


Robert  L.  Farrell,  Chairman 
Patrick  J.  Bocanfuso,  Vice  Chairman 
James  G.  Colbert,  Treasurer 
Paul  J.  Burns,  Assistant  Treasurer 
Joseph  J.  Walsh,  Member 

The  preparation  of  this  report  was  financed  in  pari 
through  a  federal  loan  and  grant  from  the  Renewal 
Projects  Administration  of  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  under  the  provisions  of  title 
1  of  the  housing  act  of  1949,  as  amended. 


per  James  J.  Derba, 
Director  del  Proyecto  del  South  End 

En  la  reunion  del  B.R.A._,celebrada  el  dia  17  de 
agosto  del  1972,  la  Compania  Constructora  Peabody 
recibioel  endoso  oficial  y  final  como  la  encargada 
para  trabajar  en  las  Parcela_s  RE-2A,  RE^  y  RE- 
7A.  La  Parcela  RE-2A  esta*  situada  en  la  Calle 
Tremont  entre  las  calles  Worcester  y  West 
Springfield;  la  Parcela  RE-4  esta  situada  en  la 
esquina  sureste  de  la  Calle  Northampton,  y  la 
Avenida  Shawmut;  y  la  Parcela  RE-7A  esta  en  la 
Calle  Washington  entre  las  calles  Worcester  y  West 
Springfield.  Cada  uno  de  estos  solares  mide 
aproximadamente  20,000  pies  cuadrados  y  la 
Compania  Peabody  se  j)ropone  construir  232 
unidades  para  viviendas  publicas  para  personas  de 
edad  avanzada.  Estas  viviendas  son  construidas 
por  mediacion  de  el  programa  "Turnkey"  ^y 
eventualmente  pasaran  a  ser  propiedad  y  seran 
administradas  por  la  Autoridad  de  Hogares  de 
Boston.  Ya  esta  construccion  ha  comenzado  y  el 
arquitecto  es  Justin  Gray  y  Asociados. 

En  la  reunion  de  la  Autoridad  (BRA)  del  7  de 
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truccion  son  usados  diariamente.  El  area  amplia 
de  juegos  esta'  bordeada  por  un  sendero  de  asfalto 
para  los  triciclos.  La  cubierta  del  suelo  esta  siendo 
preparado  por  los  padres  de  familia  y  personal 
quienes  est^n  construyendo  diez  por  diez,  postes  de 
telefonos  y  gomas  o  Uantas  de  automoviles.  "Postes 
con  escalones"  y  una  pared  de  Uantas  para  trepar 
que  prepara  los  musculos  jovenes. 

Visitas  a  los  museos,  haciendas,  zooldgicos  y 
tiendas  ilustran  y  amplfan  las  clases  educacionales 
del  aula.  Musica,  Ires  veces  a  la  semana  es  una  de 
las  actividades  favoritas  y  participan  todos; 
algunos  con  movimientos  ritmicos  del  cuerpo,  otros 
cantando  y  el  resto  escuchando  y  deleitandose  con 
el  sonido  y  el  movimiento. 

Uno  de  los  mayores  problemas  que  se  encuentra 
al  dirigir  el  centre  de  nirios  ha  sido  el  vandalismo. 
La  sefiora  Kertzman  pide  a  los  padres  de  familia 
que  entreguen  a  la  policfa  algunos  ajenos  triciclos  o 
equipo  de  juego  que  sus  nirios  pudieran  llevar  al 
hogar-Tal  vandalismo  limita  a  los  niilos  del  centro  y 
puede  elevar  el  monto  del  presupuesto. 

La  cooperacidn  e  intere's  del  fabricante  del  Stride 
Rite  Company  ha  hecho  del  Centro  de  los  nifios  una 
realidad.  Los  padres  visitan  a  los  ninos  durante  los 
intermedios  y  se  reunen  con  ellos  durante  los 
mementos  del  almuerzo  al  mediodfa.  Los  padres  de 
familia  tambien  han  contribufdo  con  su  tiempo  y 
esfuerzo  a  la  construccion  del  equipo  del  area  de 
recreo  asi  como  tambien  en  la  limpieza  de  los 
salones  de  clases  del  centro. 

Hay  muchos  centros  para  el  cuidado  de  los  in- 
fantes en  el  South  End,  pero  este  es  el  dnico 
auspiciado  y  parcialmente  remunerado  por  la 
industria.  La  sefiora  Kertzman  y  su  personal,  los 
niiios  y  sus  padres  han  trabajado  duramente  para 
hacer  del  centro  una  realidad  y  un  exito,  pero  esto 
no  podrfa  haber  sido  posible  sin  el  apoyo  del  senor 
Arnold  Hiatt,  presidente  del  Stride  Rite  y  la 
comunidad. 


septiembre,  el  Concilio  de  Inquilinos  de 
Emergencia  recibio  la  designacion  final  como  los 
fomentadores  de  las  Parcela  PB-7  ubicada  en  la 
Calle  West  Dedham  entre  la  Calle  Tremont  y  la 
Avenida  Shawmut  que  comprende  un  area  de  45,000 
pies  cuadrados.  El  fomentador  se  propone  cons- 
truir 204  unidades  de  viviendas  para  personas 
mayores  o  de  edad  avanzada.  Estas  construcciones 
tambien  son  auspiciadas  por  el  programa  "Turn- 
key" y  tambien  seran  eventualmente  propiedad 
de  la  Autoridad  de  Hogares  de  Boston.  EI 
arquitecto  del  proyecto  es  John  Sharratt  y 
Asociados  y  los  contratistas,  la  Compania  Cons- 
tructora Peabody  y  el  (packager),  la  Comunidad 
de  DesarroUo  de  Boston.  Tan  pronto  termine  la 
demolicion  de  edificios  comenzara  la  construccion. 

Por  consiguiente,  un  total  de  436  viviendas  para 
ancianos  estaran  bajo  construccion  este  otono, 
ofreciendo  con  ello  vivienda  apropiada  para  los 
ancianos  que  tanto  la  necesitan.  Estas  viviendas 
ofrecen  muchos  atractivos  nunca  vistop  en 
proyectos  de  este  tipo  tales  como  facilidades  tipicas 
de  comunidades,  parques  y  areas  de  descanso  y 
sobretodo  se  ha  tornado  en  cuenta  que  es  necesario 
tener  medidas  de  seguridad.  La  Compania  Cons- 
tructora Peabody  tiene  vasta  experiencia  en 
proyectos  de  este  tipo  y  esperamos  con  ansiedad  la 
terrainacion  de  los  mismos. 


^Continued  From  Page  1) 

Field  trips  to  museums,  farms,  zoos  and  stores 
widen  the  educational  classroom.  Music,  three 
times  a  week,  is  one  of  the  favorite  activities,  and 
all  join  in,  some  with  body  movement  and  rhythm, 
some  singing,  and  some  listening  and  enjoying  the 
sound  and  the  movement. 

A  major  problem  in  running  the  children's  center 
has  been  vandalism.  Mrs.  Kertzman  urges  parents 
to  return  to  the  police  any  strange  tricycles  or  play 
equipment  that  their  children  might  bring  home. 
Such  vandalism  deprives  the  children  at  the  center, 
and  will  raise  the  cost  of  running  it. 

The  concern  and  cooperation  of  the  management 
of  the  Stride  Rite  Company  has  made  the  Children's 
Center  a  reality.  Parents  visit  their  children  during 
coffee  breaks,  and  join  them  during  the  lunch  break 
for  the  noon  meal.  The  parents  have  also  con- 
tributed much  time  and  effort  to  building  the 
playground  equipment  as  well  as  the  maintenance 
of  the  center's  classrooms. 

There  are  many  day  care  centers  in  the  South 
End,  but  this  is  the  only  one  sponsored  and  partially 
funded  by  industry.  Mrs.  Kertzman  and  her  staff, 
the  children  and  the  parents  have  worked  hard  to 
make  the  center  a  success,  but  it  would  not  have 
been  possible  without  the  support  of  Stride  Rite, 
Mr.  Arnold  Hiatt,  president  of  Stride  Rite,  and  the 
community. 
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STREET  PATTERN  and  PURLIC  FACILTIES 


Debido  a  lo  extenso  de  esta 
Propuesta,  la  edici^n  en 
espanol  estara  a  disposicion 
de  todo  el  que  lo  desee  en 
las  Oficinas  del  SEPAC- 
557  Tremont  St.,  Boston; 
as!  como  tambien  en  las 
Oficinas  del  E.T.C.  en  la 
calle  West  Brookline.  

highways.  We  have  aiso  worked  with  the  MBTA  to  get  the 
IremorA  Street  bus  line  extended  to  Parh  SU&ei  and  with 
mothers  in  the  Cathedral  Project  to  get  a  tra//ic  light  on  the 
dangerous  corner  at  East  Brookline  and  Washington 
Streets. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  SEPAC  for  their 
support  -financial  and  otherwise  -  in  the  preparation  of  this 
report,  and  for  the  space  in  this  newsletter.  Additional 
in/ormation  gathered  as  part  of  a  Summer  Project  for 
SEPAC  by  Keith  Killough  is  documented  in  a  separate 
Appendix  available  from  the  SEPAC  office. 

We  will  arrange  a  public  meeting  to  present  our  material 
to  any  neighborhood  group  which  so  desires,  and  we  would 
welcome  new  members  to  our  committee.  Any  suggestions 
as  to  how  we  can  be  more  effective  in  reaching  local  resi- 
dents will  be  appreciated. 

For  further  information  call  Ellen  Gordon  at  267-4582  or 
Ann  Hershfang  at  2S7-9770. 

Public  Hearings  will  be  lield  on 
October  30  at  the  Hennigan 
School  at  200  Heath  Street, 
Jamaica  Plain  and  October  31 
at  the  Hyde  Park  Municipal 
Building  Auditorium  at  1179 
River  Street,  Hyde  Park. 
Times:  2:30  to  6:00  p.m.  and 
7  to  11  p.m.  both  days.  Call  the 
Boston  Transportation  Planning 
Review  at  423-2672,  ext.  32  if 
you  wish  to  be  assigned  a  time 
to  speak. 

SOUTH  END 
TRANSIT  &  TRAFFIC 
PROPOSAL 

South  End  Committee  on  Transportation 
1  October  1972 

Ellen  Gortion,  132  West  Newton  Street  267-4582 

Ann  Hershfang,  64  West  Rutlanti  Square  267-9770 

The  development  of  a  community  position  should  be 
completed  by  25  October,  prior  to  the  public  hearings  on  the 
Southwest  Expressway,  A  blank  map  is  provided  at  the  end 
of  this  proposal  -  return  it  with  your  comments. 

267-2110 
262-4318 
262-6041 
482-2148 
267-0148 


The  following  proposal  for  transit  and  traffic  in  the  South 
End  is  a  preliminary  one  which  requires  review  and 
revision  by  the  residents  of  the  South  End  neighborhoods.  It 
provides  residents  with  a  package  of  goals  and  specific 
transportation  proposals  so  that  we  may  make  the  decisions 
necessary  to  develop  a  better  system  of  traffic  and  transit 
movement. 

Inclusion  in  the  SEPAC  Newsletter  is  to  give  residents  not 
reached  by  meetings  a  chance  to  respond  to  the  proposals. 


This  should  be  done  immediately  so  that  the  Information 
can  be  used  to  influence  the  Governor's  decision  on  the 
Southwest  Expressway  which  will  be  made  in  November. 

This  proposal  has  been  prepared  by  the  South  End  resi- 
dents who  have  been  worhing  to  improve  public  trans- 
portation and  pedestrian  safety  and  to  reduce  traffic  in  the 
South  End.  We  have  been  successful  in  defeating  the  South 
End  By-pass  ond  the  TOPIC  s  Program  for  the  South  End 
and  Mass.  Ave.  which  would  have  turned  local  streets  into 
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INTRODUCTION 

Transportation  problems  affect  all  residents  of  the  South 
End  The  cars  of  commuters  daily  clog  our  streets 
threatening  our  safety  and  adding  noise,  dirt  and  pollution 
to  our  urban  environment.  Trucks  continually  shake  our 
houses  as  they  cross  from  one  side  of  the  city  to  another. 
Parking  for  those  with  automobiles  becomes  mcreasmgly 
difficult  as  they  vie  with  commuters  for  spaces  and  are 
subjected  to  discriminatory  enforcement  of  existing 
parking  regulations.  For  those  who  must,  or  who  choose,  to 
rely  upon  mass  transit,  access  to  jobs,  shopping,  and  en- 
tertainment becomes  more  and  more  difficult  as  service 
deteriorates.  And  at  the  same  time  the  costs  of  transit 
deficit  and  traffic  maintenance  to  both  homeowner  and 
tenant,  through  the  property  tax,  continue  to  rise. 

Because  of  the  lack  of  any  unified  transportation  plan  for 
the  South  End,  the  efforts  in  the  past  on  the  part  of  many  to 
deal  with  public  agencies  in  an  attempt  to  solve  specific 
problems  has  been  basically  frustrated  and  unsuccessful. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  proposal  to  encourage  everyone  in 
the  South  End  to  consider  our  existing  transportation 
problems  and  to  jointly  develop  a  plan  which  will  make 
possible  their  solutions.  Such  a  plan  shouldhave  established 
goals  and  methods  of  implementation.  The  benefits  should 
also  go  beyond  transportation  to  spin-off  such  as  housing 
rehabilitation,  park  construction  and  local  retail 
development.  Responses  to  these  proposals  are  requested 
from  both  a  specific  and  general  viewpoint.  It  is  only 
through  such  response  that  the  final  proposals  can  truly 
represent  the  needs  and  feelings  of  all  South  Enders. 

ORIENTATION  and  ASSUMPTION 

The  Proposals  included  herein  are  intended  to  illustrate 
an  ideal  plan  using  existing  technology  (auto,  subway, 
trolley,  bus  and  mini-bus)  .  Their  implementation  therefore 
is  limited  only  by  available  finances,  red  tape,  and  the 
ability  to  get  both  South  End  residents  and  necessary 
governmental  agencies  to  agree  upon  a  single  plan.  To 
make  such  proposals  requires  several  assumptions  about 
transportation  facilities  outside  the  South  End. 

TRAFFIC 

Critical  to  a  solution  of  the  traffic  problems  of  the  South 
End  is  the  choice  between  the  construction  of  the  Southwest 
Expressway  between  Route  128  and  the  Central  Artery  or 
the  Arterial  Street  Improvement  as  described  by  BTPR. 
The  decision  is  expected  by  Governor  Sargent  in  Novem- 
ber. The  impact  of  a  decision  to  build  an  expressway  would 
mean  more  traffic  on  the  streets  of  the  South  End.  More 
importantly,  it  would  mean  an  encouragement  of  the 
suburban  growth  pattern  which  will  increase  Boston's 
reliance  on  the  automobile  and  will  make  attempts  to 
achieve  an  efficient  public  transit  system  all  the  more 
difficult. 

These  proposals  are  based  upon  the  assumption  that  a 
Southwest  Expressway  will  not  be  built. 

TRANSIT 

The  ability  of  a  transit  system  to  serve  the  South  End 
needs  depends  upon  its  overall  capacity  to  provide  good 
transportation  throughout  the  region.  This  means  that  very 
great  improvements,  not  only  in  faciUties,  but  also  in 
management  and  operations  are  required.  Improvements 
in  facilities  must  meet  local  as  well  as  commuter  needs, 
Fare  structure,  frequency  and  reliability,  comfort  and  the 
deficit  financing  assessments  are  all  operational  con- 
siderations which  must  be  completely  overhauled.  We 
refer  you  to  a  proposal  outlining  ways  to  accomplish  such  a 
miracle  by  the  Greater  Boston  Committee  on  the  Trans- 
portation Crisis. 

These  proposals  are  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  City  must  give  top  priority  to  the 
development  of  an  efficient  and  equitable  public  transit 
system. 

If  the  Goals  for  the  South  End  described  on  the  next 
pages  are  agreed  upon,  then  it  is  our  responsibility  to  see 
that  the  above  assumptions  become  realities. 


SUGGESTED 

TRANSPORTATION  GOALS 

In  order  to  arrive  at  a  specific  plan  for  street  revisions 
and  transit  improvements,  it  is  proposed  that  as  many 
general  and  specific  goals  as  can  be  agreed  upon  be 
established  first. 

1.      GENERAL  -  BOSTON 

a.  Make  public  transit  provide  better  service  than 
the  automobile  for  most  work  and  local  trips. 

b.  Reduce  the  need  to  devote  more  space  and 
resources  in  the  central  city  to  the  private  automobile. 

c.  Improve  the  ability  of  the  existing  street  and 
expressway  network  to  serve  essential  auto  and  truck 
circulation  requirements. 

d.  Increase  the  livability  of  cental  Boston  by 


promoting  pedestrian  safety,  bicycle  mobility,  and  by 
reducing  pollution  and  wasteful  use  of  natural  resources. 

2.      STREET  AND  TRAFFIC  -  SOUTH  END 

a.  The  maximum  amount  of  traffic  on  any  street 
should  be  determined  by  the  environmental  capacity+  of 
that  street  and  not  by  the  traffic  capacity. 

b.  Eliminate  use  of  streets  for  parking  by  com- 
muters. 

c.  Maximize  on-street  parking  for  residents, 
except  where  the  streets  can  be  used  for  play  or  community 
purposes. 

d.  Maximize  effectiveness  of  street  cleaning  and 
snow  removal  operations. 

e.  Maximize  pedestrian  safety  on  sidewalks  and 
at  intersections. 

3.     TRANSIT  -  SOUTH  END 

a.  Remove  elevated  rapid  transit  on  Washington 
Street  upon  completion  of  a  permanent,  efficient  and 
convenient  replacement  service. 

b.  Increase  accessibility  to  all  parts  of  Boston, 
particularly  downtown  Roxbury  toward  Mattapan,  and 
crosstown  toward  Cambridge  and  Back  Bay. 

c.  Provide  local  service  in  a  manner  which  will 
provide  frequent  service  to  local  institutions  such  as  the 
hospitals  and  to  rapid  transit  stations.  A  three-block  walk 
and  a  10-minute  wait  should  be  considered  maximums. 

d.  Encourage  the  use  of  all  transit  systems  by 
revising  the  fare  structure,  particularly  by  allowing  for  free 
or  low  cost  transfers  and  by  eliminating  double  fares. 

4.     SPIN-OFF  -  SOUTH  END 

a.  Closing  of  streets  to  through  traffic  to  allow  for 
play,  community  use  and  pedestrian  safety.  Open  space 
planting  and  development. 

b.  Eliminate  the  taking  of  any  further  buildings 


for  roads  or  parking  facilities. 

c.  Rehabilitate  houses  presently  owned  by  the 
BRA  in  the  path  of  the  former  South  End  Bypass  for  low  to 
moderate  income  residents.  Proceed  with  park  develop- 
ment in  Parcel  12  behind  Union  Methodist  Church. 

d.  Encourage  park  development  in  the  path  of 
proposed  roads  such  as  along  East  Berkeley  Street. 

e.  Encourage  immediate  interim  park  develop- 
ment along  the  Inner  Belt  alignment  adjacent  to  the 
Arterial  Street  (BTPR's  proposal). 

+Environmental  capacity  of  a  street  can  be  determined 
according  to  standards  based  upon  such  quantities  as  noise 
impact  of  traffic  within  dweUing  units,  waiting  time  for 
pedestrians  crossing  the  street,  vulnerability  of  adjacent 
uses  such  as  schools,  etc. 


TRAFFIC  PROPOSAL 

The  following  strategy  is  illustrated  by  the  Traffic 
Proposal  on  the  next  pages: 

1.  Route  through  traffic  around  the  South  End. 

2.  Provide  for  major  radial  traffic  circulation  on 
Tremont,  Washington  and  Albany  Streets,  while  using 
Columbus,  Shawmut  and  Harrison  Avenues  for  local  cir- 
culation. 

3.  Reduce  crosstown  filtering  from  Back  Bay  to 
Southeast  Expressway. 

4.  Reduce  Massachusetts  Avenue  truck  traffic  by 
developing  alternate  truck  routes. 

The  specific  new  construction,  street  closings  and 
narrowings  and  directions  changes  required  by  this 
proposal  includes: 


la.  Construct  a  new  roadway  over  and  adjacent  to 
the  Mass.  Pike  (including  Herald  Street  and  a  new 
Broadway  Street  bridge)  to  provide  Baclt  Bay  to  Southeast 
Expressway  access.  (Partly  in  South  End  and  South  Cove 
Urban  Renewal  Plans) 

lb.  Construct  a  new  street  from  Tremont  Street  at 
Ruggles  to  Massachusetts  Avenue  and  the  Southeast 
Expressway  to  provide  service  access  to  South  End,  Lower 
Roxbury,  Roxbury,  Fenway  and  Jamaica  Plain.  (Part  of 
the  BTPR  Arterial  Street  option) 

2a.  Initiate  a  major  effort  to  reduce  traffic  impact  on 
Tremont  and  Washington  Streets  with  plantings,  trees, 
sidewalk  improvements  and  walk  lights. 

2b.  Reconstruct  Albany  Street  to  carry  major 
volumes  of  traffic  including  locally  generated  and  through 
truck  traffic. 

2c.  Close  Columbus  Avenue  at  the  Carter  School  site 
and  narrow  street  width.  (Modified  South  End  Urban 
Renewal  Plan) 

2d.  Revise  street  directions  of  Shawmut  and  Harrison 
Avenues  as  required  to  have  one  way  opposing  directions  at 
Massachusetts  Avenue. 

3a.  Institute  a  coordinated  effort  for  numerous  street 
direction  revisions  on  minor  streets  to  present  non- 
continuous  circulation  across  the  South  End.  (Individual 
streets  have  ah-eady  done  this,  such  as  West  Canton  Street 
and  Union  Park.)  Certain  "no  left  turn"  signs  on  major 
streets  will  be  required  as  part  of  this  effort. 

4a.  A  truck  route  system  for  the  City  must  be 
developed,  taking  advantage  of  la ,  lb.  and  increasing  use  of 
the  Mass.  Pike  and  Central  Artery,  particularly  in  off-peak 
hours. 

In  addition  to  the  above  street  revisions,  this  Traffic 
Proposal  requires  a  complete  overhaul  of  maintenance  and 
traffic  enforcement  procedures.  Repair  on  streets  serving 
metropolitan  needs  must  be  immediate  to  minimize  noise 
and  vibration,  and  is  a  cost  which  should  be  borne  by  the 
Commonwealth.  Devices  to  increase  pedestrian  safety  - 
walk  lights,  crosswalk  markings,  speed  zones  and  which 
will  reduce  the  environmental  impact  of  traffic  -  trees, 
noise  deflectors  -  must  be  a  part  of  this  effort  as  well. 

TRANSIT  PROPOSALS 

In  keeping  with  the  transportation  goals  in  Section  C,  a 
transit  system  for  the  South  End  should  have,  two  major 
functions.  It  should  provide  convenient  access  to  work. 


shopping  and  recreation  for  everyone.  It  should  serve  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  private  automobile  travel. 

The  ultimate  transit  system  we  may  have  depends  upon 
many  forces  and  decisions  on  a  regional  level.  However,  if 
it  is  to  adequately  serve  our  needs,  local  service  must  fall 
into  one  of  two  categories: 

Local  service  providing  access  to  Rapid  Transit 
Mini-busses  or  jitneys  would  travel  either  fixed  loop 
routes  or  respond  to  passenger  requests,  providing  con- 
venient travel  from  point  to  point  within  the  South  End  and 
serving  as  a  feeder  to  the  rapid  transit  stations.  (This 
system  does  not  now  exist  but  might  be  similar  to  the  new 
Boston  Common  Garage  bus  or  a  "Dial-a-Bus"  type  of  local 
multi-passenger  taxi.) 

Through  service  serving  local  needs. 
Busses,  trolleys  or  subways  would  pass  through  the  South 
End  as  part  of  routes  headed  toward  downtown  or  across 
the  city.  They  would  serve  local  needs  as  well  as  provide 
access  to  other  rapid  transit  lines.  (This  would  be  a 
development  of  the  existing  system  in  the  manner  that  the 
Tremont  Street  bus  presently  functions,  or  a  reinstitution  of 
the  type  of  coverage  which  the  trolleys  provided  through 
the  South  End  fifty  years  ago.) 

Both  of  these  systems  rely  upon  a  properly  functioning 
rapid  transit  system  within  metropolitan  Boston,  which 
would  reduce  traffic  traveling  through  the  South  End  and 
would  provide  better  service  for  us.  A  major  operational 
overhaul  is  necessary  to  achieve  this.  In  addition,  the 
following  revisions  to  existing  facilities  are  currently  being 
considered  which  will  affect  the  South  End. 

1.  Washington  Street. 

MBTA  plans  do  not  provide  for  any  replacement  when 
the  Orange  Une  is  relocated  to  the  Penn  Central  tracks,  and 
the  Elevated  removed.  BTPR  proposes  either  trolley  in  a 
median  or  in  a  subway  as  replacement  service.  Four 
stations  are  proposed  in  the  South  End.  (No  existing  fund- 
ing available) 

2.  Penn  Central  Mainline  Tracks 

MBTA  and  BTPR  plans  indicate  two  tracks  for  the 
relocated  Orange  Line  (Forest  Hills  or  beyond  to  down- 
town) with  stations  at  Massachusetts  Avenue,  Back  Bay, 
and  South  Cove.  (Existing  bonding  authorization  of  $60 
million  available).  Intercity  High  Speed  Rail,  Amtrak  and 
commuter  rail  will  occupy  two  tracks  with  stations  at  Back 
Bay  and  South  Station. 

3      A  Circumferential  Transit 
(either  small  car  elevated  transit  or  subway)  between 
South  Station  or  Mattapan  passing  through  Dudley  and 


Northeastern  and  traveling  to  the  Fenway  InsUtutions  and 
Cambridge  is  currently  being  proposed  by  BTPR. 
(Potential  special  funding  available) 

ADDITIONAL  PROBLEMS 

At  present  no  conclusions  have  been  drawn  regarding 
solutions  to  these  everyday  annoyances.  It  is  hoped  that  you 
will  respond  by  both  adding  to  the  items  listed  below  and  by 
proposing  solutions. 

Reducing  Through  Truck  Traffic 

Traffic  and  Pedestrian  Walk  Lights 

Revisions  to  Downtown  Parking  Policy  (Garage  Con- 
struction) 

Commuter  Parking  on  South  End  Streets 
Transit  Information  Signs 
Street  Cleaning 
Snow  Removal 

IMPLEMENTATION 

The  goals  established  are  best  implemented  if  a 
simultaneous  increase  in  mass  transit  service  and  a 
decrease  in  reUance  upon  the  private  automobile  can  be 
encouraged  to  take  place.  While  these  two  have  somewhat  a 
chicken  and  egg  relationship,  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  deal 
with  them  together.  If  both  problems  are  addressed, 
perhaps  some  success  along  one  line  will  lead  to  other 
changes  and  hence  success  along  the  other. 

Proposed  Steps  for  Implementation  of  a  Neighborhood 
Approved  Traffic  Plan 

+  BRA  -  Site  office.  Transportation  Dept.  and  Board 
review.  Establish  available  and  prospective  funding. 

+  Traffic  and  Parking  Department  review. 

+  Input  at  hearings  on  Southwest  Expressway  -  October 
30,  31  and  November  3. 

+  Design  process  based  upon  environmental  capacity 
traffic  plan  leading  to  funding  and  implementation  of  road 
changes  including: 

changing  street  and  sidewalk  widths 

traffic  lights 

street  surfaces 

signs 

planting  and  barriers 

construction  of  major  road  changes,  such  as  bridges,  etc. 

Such  funding  may  be  possible  through  TOPICS  or  Urban 
Pathways,  if  these  programs  can  be  turned  around  to  serve 
neighborhood  needs. 


Draw  your  own  revisions  to  street  directions. 
Circle  pedestrian  safety  hazards. 
Put  in  traff  ic   I  ights. 

Where  do  you  want  to  go  by  transit?   


What  have  we  forgotten 


BLANK  SOUTH  END  MAP 


YOUR  RESPONSE 


+  If  the  above  process  fails  -  or  perhaps  as  temporary 
relief  -  considerable  revisions  could  be  accomplished  by  an 
organized  neighborhood,  by  painting  directions  on  the 
street,  by  making  our  own  signs  and  barriers,  by  planting 
our  own  trees. 

Proposed  Steps  for  Implementation  of  a  Neighborhood 
Approved  Transit  Plan 

+  Continue  ad  hoc  efforts  with  MBTA  on  transit 
revisions.  (This  effort  has  already  established  the  new  City 
Hospital -Kenmore  route,  the  extension  of  the  Tremont 
Street  bus  to  Park  Street,  the  extension  of  the  Harvard- 
Dudley  bus  to  City  Hospital.) 

-f  Participate  with  community-oriented  MBTA  planner 
toward  revisions  of  system. 

+  Input  at  hearings  on  Southwest  Expressway  -  re: 
transit  options. 

-f-  Legislative  changes  and  funding  through  bond  issues. 
+  Development  of  local  transit  companies  (Transcom 
proposal),  jitneys,  etc. 

DEFINITIONS  -  Agencies  and  Groups  Responsible  lor 
Transportation  Policies 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  -  Governor's  Office  and 
Secretary  of  Transportation  and  Construction  (Sec.  Alan 
Altshuler  ..  727-7680)  Establishes  policy  for  State  Depart- 
ments. 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Works  (DPW) 
(Comm.  Bruce  Campbell  ..722-4800)  Agency  responsible  for 
all  major  public  works  projects  and  is  also  involved  in  the 
control  of  all  streets  with  large  volumes  of  traffic. 

Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority  (MBTA)  (Chr. 
Henry  Lodge  ..  722-5000)  Municipal  and  state  supported 


agency  dealing  with  much  of  the  bus,  trolley,  and  rapid 
transit  in  and  around  the  metropolitan  Boston  area. 
Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council  (MAPC)  (Tony 
DiSarcena,  Trans.  ..  523-2454)  Regional  urban  renewal 
agency  which  serves  as  an  advisory  council  to  the  state 
administration. 

Boston  Transportation  Planning  Review  (BTPR)  (John 
Wofford  ..  423-2672)  State  appointed  commission  assigned  to 
study  all  transportation  proposals  within  Route  128. 

City  of  Boston  -  Mayor's  Office  (Fred  Salvucci  ..  722-1100) 
Establishes  policy  for  City  Departments. 

City  of  Boston  Traffic  &  Parking  Department  (Comm. 
William  Noonan  ..  722^100)  Municipal  department 
specializing  in  traffic  control  and  parking  regulations- 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA)  (Alfred  Howard, 
Trans. ..  722-4300)  City  sponsored  agency  concerned  with  all 
aspects  of  urban  renewal  in  Boston.  Policy  established  by 
an  appointed  board.  South  End  Site  Office  -  responsible  for 
local  implementation  of  BRA  plans:  (Director  -  Jim  Derba 
.,  267-8425) 

Greater  Boston  Committee  on  the  Transportation  Crisis 
(GBCTC  or  GBC)  (Sue  Clippinger  ..  491-5315)  Citizen 
Coalition  in  metropolitan  Boston  concerned  about  general 
and  specific  transportation  needs  in  and  around  Boston. 

South  End  Project  Area  Committee  (SEPAC)  (Karen 
Gould  ..  262^318)  A  locally  elected  board  to  review  Urban 
Renewal  activities. 

South  End  Committee  on  Transportation  (SECOT)  An  ad 
hoc  group  of  residents  planning  and  lobbying  for  traffic 
control  and  transit  improvements  for  the  South  End. 


SOUTH  END  HONOR  SOCIETY 

The  South  End  Honor  Society  presents  its  First  Annual 
Honor  Night,  on  October  26,  1972  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  Union 
Methodist  Church,  485  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  purpose  of  this  evening  is  two-fold. 
First,  to  recognize  some  of  the  men  and  women  in 
public  life  who  demonstrate  high  distinction  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties.  Commissioner  John 
Boone,  Massachusetts  Corrections  Officer;  Deputy 
Superintendent  Leroy  Chase  of  the  Boston  Police 
Department ;  Mrs.  Dorothy  Chase,  Superintendent  of 
Framingham  Correctional  Institute  and  Ms.  Dorothy 
Harrison,  Retired  Police  Detective. 
Secondly,  to  extend  a  welcome  to  some  of  the  new- 
comers to  our  State:  namely,  Mrs.  Pearlis  Jones, 
Probation  Officer  of  Dorchester  Municipal  Court; 
Herbert  Alleyne,  Clerk  of  Unity  Bank  and  Trust; 
Mrs.  Learnce  Stoutley,  Community  Resident  and 
Representative  of  American  Air  Lines  and  Edrick 
Bain,  Traffic  Engineer  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Works;  Charles  Adams,  Project  Manager  and 
Mildred  Terrell,  Supervisor  of  Community 
Relations,  both  of  the  South  End  Site  Office  of  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority. 

There  will  be  a  Musical  Program  with  Refreshments 
served. 

All  are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

SOCIEDAD  DE  HONOR  DEL  SOUTH  END 

La  Sociedad  de  Honor  del  South  End  presenta  su  Primera 
Noche  Anual  de  Honor  el  26  if  Octubre,  1972  a  las  7:30  p.m. 
en  la  Iglesia  Metodista  Union,  localizada  en  el  485  de  la 
Avenida  Columbus,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
El  prop(?sito  de  esta  noche  es  doble. 
Primero,  reconocer  algunos  de  los  hombres  y 
mujeres  de  la  vida  publica  quienes  demuestran  alta 
distincitSn  en  el  desemperlo  de  sus  obligaciones.  El 
Comisionado  John  Boone,  Massachusetts  Correc- 
tions Officer;  Deputy  Superintendent  Leroy  Chase 
del  Departamento  Policial  de  Boston;  Sra  Dorothy 
Chase,  Superintendente  del  Institute  Correccional  de 
Framingham  y  la  Srta.  Dorothy  Harrison,  Retirada 
Policfa  Detective.  ^ 
Segundo,  dar  la  bienvenida  a  algunos  de  los  recien 
llegados  a  nuestro  Estado:  a  saber:  Sra.  Pearlis 
Jones,  Probation  Officer  of  Dorchester  Municipal 
Court;  Herbert  Alleyne,  Clerk  of  Unity  Bank  and 
Trust,  Sra.  Learnce  Stoutley,  Residente  de  la 
Comunidad  y  Representante  de  American  Air  Lines 
y  Edrick  Bain  Ingeniero  de  Trafico  del  Depar- 
tamento de  Trabajo  Publico;   Charles  Adams, 
Administrador  del  Proyecto  y  Mildred  Terrell, 
Supervisora  de  Relaciones  Comunitarias  ambos  del 
South  End,  Oficina  local  del  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority.  , 
Se  desarrollara  un  Programa  Musical  y  se  serviran 
refrescos. 

Todos  estan  cordialmente  invitados  a  asistir  a  este  acto. 


SO.  END  YWCA  OFFERS  CONVERSATIONAL  ENGLISH 

Improve  your  fluency  in  English  by  spending  an  evening 
a  week  in  discussion  with  a  college  English  teacher  as  your 
guide.  No  text  books  will  be  used  as  the  class  will  con- 
centrate on  using  English  in  conversation.  Mrs.  Joan  Metz 
will  lead  the  discussion  and  answer  all  questions.  Class  will 
meet  Wednesdays  7-8:30  p.m.  at  277  Shawmut  Ave.  50  cents 
oer  class. 

LA  YWCA  DEL  SOUTH  END  LES  OFRECE  UNA 
PRACTICA  DE  INGLES 

Si  usted  quiere  mejorar  el  ingles,  la  YWCA  del  South  End 
le  ofrece  una  clase  de  ingles  conversacional.  Esta  clase  es 
para  las  personas  que  necesitan  practica  en  la  lengua.  La 
clase  se  reiine  en  la  YWCA  a  277  Shawmut  Ave.,  los  mier- 
coles  desde  las  siete  hasta  las  ocho  y  media  de  la  noche. 
Senora  Joan  Metz  es  la  instructora.  50  centavos  clase. 


Robert  L.  Farrell,  Chairman 
Patrick  J.  Bocanfuso,  Vice  Chairman 
James  G.  Colbert,  Treasurer 
Paul  J.  Burns,  Assistant  Treasurer 
Joseph  J.  Walsh,  Member 

The  preparation  of  this  report  was  financed  in  par< 
through  a  federal  loan  and  grant  from  the  Renev^ai 
Projects  Administration  of  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  under  the  provisions  of  title 
1  of  the  housing  act  of  1949,  as  amended^  


SEPAC 

557  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  021 18 
Telephone  262-4318/4319 


I  Gould,  SEPAC 
any  questions. 


If 
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By  Marjorie  Howard 

After  countless  years  of  struggle  the  South  End  is  finally 
going  to  have  a  comprehensive  mental  health  center  than 
can  treat  patients  within  or  reach  out  to  their  homes. 

There  was  considerable  fanfare  last  January  when 
ground  was  broken  for  the  $20  million  Boston  University  - 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Community  Mental 
Health  and  Treatment,  Training  and  Retardation  Center. 
The  site  is  East  Newton  and  Albany  streets. 

The  10-story  facility  is  not  due  for  completion  until  late 
1974  or  early  1975  but  the  programs  are  well  underway 
under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Sanford  Cohen,  the 
superintendent  and  his  associate.  Donald  Taylor,  former 
director  of  SNAP. 

A  community  board  sets  the  policies  and  evaluates  the 
projects.  It  meets  the  first  Monday  evening  of  every  month 
at  7  o'clock  on  the  sixth  floor  of  the  Doctors  Office  Building, 
720  Harrison  Ave.,  and  is  open  to  the  public. 

Boston  University  Medical  Center  offers  a  variety  of 
mental  health  services  for  South  End  residents.  Each 
program  works  with  Hje  cooperation  and  commitment  of 
the  patient  and  his  family  as  well  as  the  local  community. 

The  South  End  Center  for  Alcoholics  ( SECA )  is  located  at 
249  East  Berkeley  St.  The  telephone  number  is  542-9242.  It  is 
open  from  8:30  to  5:30  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Friday, 
and  until  9  p.m.  on  Monday  and  Thursday. 

SECA  is  a  walk-in  clinic  which  welcomes  men  and 
women.  No  one  is  refused. 

Each  new  member  is  assigned  a  counselor  or  social 
worker  who  works  with  the  client  to  achieve  the  goal  of  a 
life  which  is  not  dependent  on  alcohol.  The  counselor  also 
helps  in  more  immediate  problems  such  as  housing, 
employment  and  general  health  care. 

The  Center  is  unique  among  alcoholism  programs  as  it 
successfully  combines  a  program  for  recovering  alcoholics 
with  one  for  actively  drinking  alcoholics. 


The  Massacnusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security  has 
offices  in  the  Center.  It  works  with  client's  counselors  in 
evaluating  the  job  or  training  program  best  suited  to  the 
client's  needs. 

SECA  has  an  infirmary  and  a  28-bed  emergency  housing 
unit.  Equally  important  is  the  day  room  which  offers 
recreation  and  companionship  along  with  soup  and  coffee. 
The  staff  and  members  hold  daily  group  meetings  to 
discuss  problems  related  to  drinking  along  with  ways  to 
recover  from  the  problem  as  a  whole.  Often  the  motivation 
to  enter  a  rehabilitation  program  comes  from  these 
meetings. 

The  Drug  Addiction  Program  is  at  90  East  Concord  St. 
and  is  open  from  9  to  6  on  weekdays  and  from  9  to  1  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  Sunday  and  holidays.  The  phone  number  is  262- 
4200,  extension  6195. 

The  object  of  the  program  is  detoxification  -  kicking  the 
habit  ~  which  may  be  accomplished  with  methadone.  But 
its  overall  goal  is  to  provide  treatment,  rehabilitation 
education.  The  service  is  a  walk-in  clinic  and  is  available  to 
anyone  who  needs  help. 

A  patient  will  talk  with  a  counselor  who  helps  him  during 
and  after  the  detoxification  period  which  is  from  eight  to  10 
days.  Success  or  failure  is  dependent  on  the  patient's 
willingness  to  work  and  change.  The  counselor  assists  the 
patient  in  rethinking  and  reshaping  his  life. 

It  is  important  to  realize  that  there  is  no  magic  cure.  The 
program  stresses  trust,  respect  and  commitment. 

Medical  services  are  avilable  along  with  group 
counseling.  An  important  development  which  will  be  ready 
soon  is  a  day-care  center  which  will  offer  education  and 
recreation  to  the  patients. 

Three  self-help  groups  are  affiliated  with  the  Drug 
Addiction  Program,  F.I.R.S.T.,  Inc..  a  half-way  house  for 
addicts,  can  be  reached  at  427-1588.  Project  Place  has  a  24- 
hour  emergency  hot-line  which  is  267-9150.  Concilio  is  a 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


The  Boston  Alcohol 
Detoxification  Project 

By  Ron  Geddes 
SEPAC  Representative  District  No.  7 

The  South  End  is  often  characterized  by  outsiders  as  a 
place  where  "derelicts."  "bums"  and  "winos"  wander 
about  amidst  broken  wine  bottles,  drink  in  alleys  and  sleep 
in  empty  buildings  and  row  houses.  The  many  South  End 
bars,  taverns,  package  stores,  second-hand  clothing  outlets 
and  day  labor  pools  suppxirt  this  view.  It  may  be  a  realistic 
one,  since,  perhaps,  as  many  as  ten  percent  of  the  South 
End  population  can  be  described  as  homeless,  and, 
certainly,  a  much  larger  percentage  have  come  to  depend 
on  alcohol  in  order  to  survive. 

Residents  of  the  South  End  are  familiar  with  scenes  of 
men  and  women  gathered  on  street  comers  sharing  a  bottle 
or  two  of  cheap  wine  and  of  the  "drunk,"  lying  asleep  in  a 
doorway,  being  arrested,  usually  by  more  than  one  police 
officer,  for  the  "crime"  of  public  intoxication. 

The  "Detox  E*roject"  is  a  product  of  the  planning  and 
development  efforts  of  nearly  seventy-five  Boston 
community  agencies  which  provide  services  to  alcoholics. 
Moreover,  the  project  is  now  managed  and  operated  by  a 
staff  composed  of  a  cross  section  of  South  End  residents,  by 
recovered  alcoholics  and,  in  several  cases,  individuals  who 
were  admitted  to  the  program  during  its  first  days  of 
operation. 

The  Boston  Alcoholic  Detoxification  Project  is  therefore  a 
community  response  to  public  drunkenness  and  alcohol 
abuse.  Funded  by  the  Federal  Law  Enforcement 
Assistance  Administration,  the  project  is  designed  to  reach 
the  population  of  chronic  drunkenness  offenders  in  Police 
District  Four,  where  nearly  8,000  arrests  for  drunkenness 
were  made  last  year.  A  basic  assumption  of  the  project 
design  is  that  Boston  police  can  t)e  relieved  of  one  of  their 
most  time-consuming  tasks  and  that  the  community  control 
of  drunkenness  can  become  the  responsibility  of  health  and 
social  service  organizations.  Accordingly,  the  Boston 
Alcohol  Detoxification  Project  not  only  provides  an 
alternative  to  arrest  for  the  public  drurtkenness  offender, 
but,  by  linking  its  services  with  halfway  houses,  AA  groups, 
and  medical  facilities  it  offers  the  first  step  toward  medical 
and  social  rehabilitation  to  the  alcoholic. 

The  project  is  now  located  in  a  newly  renovated  section  of 
the  former  Franklin  Square  House.  A  rescue  team  of 
recovered  alcoholics  patrols  the  community  in  an 
unmarked  station  wagon  and  approaches  those  individuals 
who  are  likely  to  be  arrested  for  public  intoxication.  The 
team  members  offer  men  and  women  the  opportunity  to 
enter  a  voluntary,  five-day  drying  out  program.  Willing 
intoxicated  men  and  women  are  taken  to  the  project  where 
they  are  evaluated  by  medical  personnel.  If  the  patient  is 
judged  to  be  seriously  ill,  he  is  transported  immediately  to 
the  hospital.  Otherwise,  he  is  admitted  to  the  program  and 
treated  for  alcohol  withdrawal  under  the  supervision  of  a 
physician  and  care  of  nurses  and  paramedical  personnel. 
During  his  stay,  a  patient  is  interviewed  by  a  member  of  an 
assessment  team  and  a  plan  for  an  aftercare  placement  is 
worked  out.  Many  patients  are  taken  to  community 
agencies  which  specialize  in  alcoholic  rehabilitation. 

The  project  has  a  bed  capacity  of  30  at  the  present  time. 
Early  next  year,  anticipating  the  elimination  of  the  crime  of 
public  intoxication  and  the  increased  demand  for  detoxifi- 
cation services  by  the  community,  the  project  will  expand 
to  70  beds. 

In  addition  to  providing  emergency  service  on  the  street 
and  high  quality  medical  care  to  the  homeless  alcoholic,  the 
project  must  make  clothing  available  to  men  and  women 
when  they  are  about  to  leave  the  facility.  The  staff  and 
patients  would  appreciate  any  donations  of  clothing  -  for 
more  information  please  contact:  Mary  Beth  O'Connell, 
Project  Director,  Boston  Alcohol  Detoxification  Project, 
Inc.,  19  James  Street,  Boston,  Mass.  02118.  Telephone:  266- 
2615. 

El  South  End  de  Boston  es  a  veces  caracterizado  como  un 
lugar  donde  vagabundos  y  borrachos  se  pasean  por  las 
calles,  beben  en  los  callejones  y  duermen  en  edificios 
abandonados.  La  cantidad  de  bares,  tabemas,  tiendas  de 
bebidas,  venlas  de  ropa  usada,  y  oficinas  de  trabajos 
temporarios  da  creencia  a  esta  caracterizacion.  Y  es 
posible  que  verdaderamente  sea  realfstica  si  uno  considera 
que  se  estima  que  el  10  por  ciento  de  los  habitantes  del  South 
End  no  tienen  casa  y  que  mas  de  10  por  ciento  de  los 
residentes  dependen  de  la  bebida  para  sobrevivir  los 
problemas  cotidianos. 

Los  vecinos  del  South  End  estan  acostumbrados  a 
encontrarse  con  hombres  y  mujeres  agrupados  en  las 
esquinas  compartiendo  una  o  dos  botellas  de  vino  de  mala 
racha,  o  a  encontrarse  con  un  borracho  o  "bono"  dormido 
en  la  entrada  de  una  casa  y  rodeado  de  policfas  y  curiosos. 
Si  el  vecino  se  detiene  por  un  rato  a  ver  lo  que  pasara  con 
este  borracho  probablemente  vera  a  los  policfas 
llev^ndoselo  para  la  citrcel  por  el  crimen  de  estar 
alcoholizado  en  publico. 

El  proyecto  "Detox"  fue  planeado  y  desarrollado  con  la 
ayuda  de  las  setenta  y  pico  agencias  sociales  de  Boston  que 
dan  asistencia  a  los  alcoholicos.  Ademas,  el  proyecto  es 
administrado  y  operado  por  hombres  y  mujeres  de  varias 
partes  y  grupos  del  South  End,  por  personas  que  padecian 
de  alcohoiismo,  y  por  dos  individuos  que  fueron  ay^udados 
en  este  programa  en  sus  primeros  meses  de  operacio'n. 

El  "Boston  Alcohol  Detoxification  Project"  es  por  estas 
razones  un  esfuerzo  de  la  comunidad  para  combatir  el 
abuso  de  la  bebida  y  la  intoxicacidn  publica.  El  proyecto  es 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Donald  Taylor,  Associate  Director 

referral  agency  for  Spanish-speaking  people  and  can  be 
reached  24  hours  a  day  at  267-3439.  It  is  located  at  East 
Concord  near  Washington  street. 

Mental  Health  services  for  children  in  the  South  End  are 
available  at  the  Thorn  Clinic  from  9  to  5  on  weekdays. 
Located  at  315  Dartmouth  St,  and  reached  at  262-1222,  it  is 
an  affdiate  of  the  Medical  Center. 

A  staff  of  ten  treats  children  up  to  their  17th  birthday  who 
have  a  behavior  problem.  Parents,  teachers  or  doctors 
iBually  refer  a  child  to  the  clinic,  but  any  other  person  may 
do  so. 

The  child  is  evaluated  in  three  or  four  appomtments. 
■Hien  recommendations  are  made.  Usually  a  child  will  see  a 
counselor  on  a  weekly  basis.  While  there  are  no  overnight 
results,  the  service  provides  a  steady,  effective  program. 

While  the  Thorn  clinic  is  specifically  for  South  End 
residents,  the  Child  Guidance  Oinic  at  Boston  City  Hospital 
is  open  to  calls.  Its  telephone  number  is  424-4235  and  it  is 
staffed  by  Boston  University's  [)epartment  of  Psychiatry. 

Adult  mental  health  ambulatory  services  are  provided  at 
the  Outpatient  Department  of  University  Hospital,  90  East 
Concord  St,  The  telephone  there  is  262^200,  extension  5412. 
Hours  are  from  8  to  5,  weekdays. 

Adult  services  will  soon  be  tied  in  with  the  children's 
program.  Both  centers  prefer  a  family  approach  to  mental 
p'oblems. 

The  MenUl  Retardation  Program  is  at  100  Warren  St., 
Roxbury.open  from  8:30  to  4:30 on  weekdays.  Its  telephone 
number  is  442-9600  and  South  End  residents  are  welcome. 

This  program  focuses  mainly  on  pre-school  age  children. 
It  provides  diagnostic  and  day-care  services  to  children 
wiUi  the  hope  that  it  can  be  an  alternative  to  state 
institutions.  The  center  has  classrooms  for  children  and 
offers  counseling  to  their  families.  There  is  a  waiting  list  for 
these  services. 

The  program  is  planning  to  include  services  for  the  adult 
retarded  as  soon  as  possible.  This  will  involve  a  day  activity 
program  for  adults  from  the  age  of  16  who  are  not  eligible 
for  vocational  training  programs. 

The  Consultation  and  Education  Program  (C  and  E)  at 
700  Harrison  Ave.  is  a  focus  point  for  people  to  go  to  with 
questions  and  needs  relating  to  mental  health.  While  this 
program  provides  no  direct  services  itself,  it  is  in  contact 
with  local  agencies  that  do  provide  services. 

C  and  E  finds  out  what  the  community  needs  and  brings 
back  this  information  to  the  Mental  Health  department  at 
Boston  University.  It  is  open  to  questions  and  problems 
from  the  South  End  daily  from  nine  to  five.  Its  telephone 
numbers  are  267-2852  or  267-2894. 

The  Boston  University  Medical  Center  has  nearly  30  other 
types  of  outpatient  clinics  which  range  from  dentistry  to 
heart  disease.  Residents  should  call  2624200,  extension 
5640.  In  an  emergency  of  any  kind,  whether  with  physical  or 
mental  problems,  visit  the  University  Hospital  emergency 
room  at  Harrison  and  East  Newton  streets  open  24  hours  a 
day.  The  phone  is  2624200,  extension  5255. 

per  Marjorie  Howard 

Despues  de  tantos  a?os  de  lucha  en  el  South  End, 
finalmente  se  va  a  tener  un  Centro  de  Salud  Mental  que 
podra  tratar  a  los  pacientes  dentro  o  extenderse  a  sus 
hogares. 

Hubo  considerable  algarabfa  en  el  mes  de  Enero  del 
iresente  ano  cuando  la  base  fue  ablerta  por  los  20  millones 
de  dolares  de  la  Universidad  de  Boston  -  Centro  de  Salud 
Mental  y  Tratamiento  de  la  Comunidad  del  Estado  de 
Massachusetts  y  Entrenamiento  de  Retardados.  El  local 
est^  situado  en  las  calles  East  Newton  y  Albany. 
^  Los  10  pisos  del  edificio  no  serin  terminados  hasta  el 
ultimo  mes  del  ano  1974  o  principio  de  1975,  pero  el 
programa  estaen  camino  bajo  la  direccion  del  Dr.  Sanford 
Cc^en.elsuperintendentey  su  asociado  Donald  Taylor,  que 
fue  director  de  SNAP. 

Una  directiva  de  la  comunidad  decide  la  politica  a  seguir 
yevalila  el  proyecto.  EUos  se  reunen  los  primeros  lunes  de 
cada  mes  a  las  7  de  la  noche  en  el  sexto  piso  del  Edtficio  de 
las  Oficinas  de  los  medicos  en  el  720  de  la  Avenida  Harrison 
y  la  sesion  es  abierta  al  publico. 

El  Caitro  Medico  de  la  Universidad  de  Boston  ofrece  una 
variedad  de  servicios  de  salud  mental  para  los  residentes 
del  South  End.  Cada  programa  trabaja  con  la  cooperaeion  y 


consentimiento  de  los  pacientes  y  sus  famihares  asi  como 
de  la  comunidad  local.  y 

El  Centro  para  Alcoholicos  del  South  End  (SECA)  esta 
localizado  en  el  249  de  la  calle  East  Berkeley.  EI  nilmero 
telefo'nico  es  542-9242,  Esti  abierto  desde  las  8:30  hasta  las 
5:30  los  martes,  miercoles  y  viernes  y  hasta  las  9  de  la 
noche  los  lunes  y  jueves. 

SECA  es  una  chnica  que  atiende  a  hombres  y  mujeres. 
Nadie  es  rechazado. 

Cada  nuevo  miembro  es  asignado  a  un  consejero  o 
trabajador  social  quien  asiste  al  cliente  hasta  conseguir  la 
regeneracion  del  suieto.  El  consejero  tambien  ayuda  en  los 
problemas  mas  inmediatos  tales  como  vivienda,  empleo  y 
cuidado  de  la  salud  en  general. 

El  Centro  es  linico  entre  los  programas  de  alcoholismo 
que  exitosamente  combina  un  programa  para  alcoholicos 
en  recuperacion  con  otro  para  activos  alcoholicos. 

La  Division  de  Seguridad  de  Empleos  de  Massachusetts 
tiene  oficinas  en  el  Centro.  Trabaja  con  los  consejeros  de  los 
clientes  evaluando  los  trabajos  o  programas  de 
entrenamiento  que  mejor  acomoden  a  las  necesidades  de 
los  patrocinados. 

SECA  tiene  una  enfermen'a  y  28  camas  de  emergencia  en 
una  unidad  de  vivienda.  Igualmentj  importante  es  la  sala 
de  dia  en  la  cual  se  ofrece  recreacion,  companfa  y  servicio 
de  sopa  y  cafe'.  El  personal  y  los  miembros  Uevan  a  cabo 
reuniones  con  grupos  diariamente  para  discutir  los 
problemas  relacionados  con  la  bebida  junto  con  los  caminos 
para  recobrar  la  salud.  A  menudo  la  motivacion  para 
entrar  a  un  programa  de  rehabilitacion  se  produce  a  ralz  de 
estas  reuniones. 

El  Programa  de  Droga  adictos  se  realiza  en  el  90  de  la 
calle  East  Concord  y  esta  abierto  desde  las  9  hasta  las  6  de 
la  tarde  los  (tfas  de  semana  y  desde  las  9  hasta  la  l^de  la 
tarde  los  sSbados,  domingos  y  feriados.  El  numero 
telefonico  es  el  262-4200,  extensi6n  6195. 

El  objeto  del  programa  es  la  desintoxicacion  -  forzando  el 
habito  -  lo  cual  puede  ser  conseguido  con  metadone.  Pero 
sobre  todo  su  objetivo  principal  es  suministrar  tratamiento, 
rehabilitacion  y  educacion.  El  servicio  es  una  chnica 
abierta  y  disponible  para  cualquiera  que  necesite  ayuda. 

El  paciente  hablara  con  el  consejero  quien^lo  ayudara 
durante  y  despues  del  pen'odo  de  desintoxicacion  que  tiene 
una  duracion  de  8  a  10  dfas.  El  exito  o  fracaso  depende  de  la 
buena  voluntad  del  paciente  para  trabajar  y  cambiar.  El 
consejero  asiste  al  paciente  en  pensar  otra  vez  en  regenerar 
su  vida. 

Es  importante  comprender  que  no  hay  cura  magica.  El 
programa  hace  hincapie  en  confiar,  respetar  y  realizar. 

Los  servicios  medicos  estan  disponibles  junto  con  un 
grupo  de  consejeros.  Un  crecimiento  importante  estara 
Hsto  muy  pronto,  es  un  centro  diumo  el  cual  ofrecera' 
educaci<in  y  recreacion  a  los  pacientes. 

Tres  grupos  que  ayudan  a  estas  actividades  estan 
afiliados  con  el  Programa  de  Abuso  de  las  Drogas: 
F.I.R.S.T.,  Inc.  una  casa  temporal  para  adictos  puede  ser 
conseguida  Uamando  al  telefono  427-1588  -  Project  Place 
que  tiene  un  servicio  telefo'nico  de  emergencia  las  24  horas 
del  dfa  -  267-9150.  Concilio  es  una  agencia  de  referenda  para 
los  hispanos  y  responde  al  telefono  267-3439.  Esta'  ubicada 
en  East  Concord  cerca  a  la  calle  Washington. 

Los  servicios  de  Salud  Mental  para  los  nifios  del  South 
End  estan  disponibles  en  el  Thorn  Clinic  de  9  a  5  todos  los 
dias  de  la  semana.  Ubicado  en  el  315  de  la  calle  Dartmouth 
esta  afiliado  al  Centro  Me'dico,  tele'fono  262-1222. 

Un  personal  de  diez  personas  atienden  a  los  ninos  hasta 
los  17  anos  de  edad  que  tienen  problemas  con  la  conducta  y 
el  comportamiento.  Padres  de  familia,  maestros  o  doctores 
usualmente  refieren  a  los  niffos  a  la  clfnica,  pero  cualquier 
persona  puede  hacerlo. 

El  niRo  es  evaluado  en  tres  o  cuatro  consultas.  Luego  se 
hacen  las  recomendaciones.  Comunmente  un  nirio  veri  al 
consejero  en  citas  semanales.  Mientras  que  no  hay 
resultados  de  la  noche  a  la  maflana  el  Servicio  provee  un 
estable  y  efectivo  programa. 

Mientras  que  la  Clfnica  Thorn  es  espec'ficamente  para  los 
residentes  del  South  End,  la  Qinica  de  Gui'a  del  NiRo  en  el 
Boston  City  Hospital  est&  abierta  para  cualquiera.  Su 
telefono  es  el  424-4235  y  su  personal  pertenece  al 
Departamento  de  Psiquiatrfa  del  Boston  University. 

Los  servicios  de  Salud  Mental  para  adultos  son 
suministrados  en  el  Outpatient  Department  del  University 
Hospital,  90  East  Concord,  telefono  2624200,  extension  5412  - 
De  8  a  5  los  dfas  de  semana. 

Los  servicios  para  adultos  seran  muy  pronto  vinculados 
con  los  programas  de  los  ninos.  Ambos  centros  prefieren  un 
acceso  familiar  a  los  problemas  mentales.^ 

El  Programa  de  Retardados  Mentales  esta  en  el  100  de  la 
Warren  St.,  Roxbury;  abierto  desde  las  8:30  hasta  las  4:30 
los  dfas  de  semana.  Su  telefono  es  el  442-9600  -  todos  los 
residentes  del  South  End  seran  bienvenidos. 

Este  programa  esta  enfocado  principalmente  a  ninos^de 
edad  pre-escolar  proveer  diagnostico  y  cuidado  a  los  ninos 
con  la  esperanza  de  que  pueda  ser  una  alternativa  para  las 
instituciones  del  estado.  El  Centro  tiene  salones  de  clases 
para  niRbs  y  ofrece  consejeros  a  sus  familiares.  Hay  una 
lista  de  espera  para  este  servicio. 

El  programa  esta  planeado  para  incluir  servicios  a  los 
adultos  retardados  tan  pronto  como  sea  posible.  Esto 
comprender^  un  programa  de  actividad  diaria  para  adultos 
desde  la  edad  de  16  que  no  son  elegibles  para  programas  de 
entrenamiento  vocacional. 


El  Programa  de  Educacion  \  Consulta  *  CandE )  del  700  de 
la  Avenida  Harrison  es  un  punio  focal  para  gente  que  va  con 
preguntas  y  necesidades  relacionadas  con  la  salud  mental. 
Mientras  este  programa  no  suministra  servicios  directos, 
es  mediante  el  contacto  con  otras  agendas  locales  como 
provee  los  servicios. 

El  Programa  C  and  E  averigua  ^las  necesidades  de  la 
comunidad  y  trae  esta  informacion  al  Departamento  de 
Salud  MenUl  del  Boston  University.  Esta'  abierta  para 
atender  preguntas  y  problemas  del  South  End  diariamente 
de  nueve  a  cinco  -  sus  tel^fonos  son  el  267-2852  o  el  267-2894. 

El  Centro  Medico  del  Boston  University  tiene  cerca  de  30 
otras  clfnicas  de  diferentes  tipos  para  pacientes  externos 
los  cuales  abarcan  desde  servicio  dental  hasta 
enfermedades  del  corazo'n.  Los  residentes  pueden  Uamar  al 
262-4200,  extension  5640.  En  un  case  de  Emergencia  de 
cualquier  clase  ya  sea  problemas  ffsico  o  mental  visite  el 
consultorio  de  Emergencia  del  University  Hospital  en  las 
calles  Harrison  y  East  Newton  -  Abierta  las  24  horas  del  di'a 
■  telefono  262-4200.  extension  5255. 

South  End  Partnership 
for  the  Elderly 

Rev.  Walter  J.  Waldron 

"Why  am  I  not  safe  in  my  apartment  or  on  the  streets?" 
"How  can  I  get  the  best  medical  care  I  need?"  "I  hear 
about  hot  meal  programs,  but  where  are  they?"  These  and 
similar  questions  are  on  the  minds  of  many  senior  citizens 
in  the  South  End.  The  neglect  of  basic  needs  of  the  elderly 
and  the  lack  of  any  co-ordination  or  comprehensiveness  of 
programs  combine  to  make  indifference  to  the  fate  of 
anonymous  senior  citizens  a  national  and  local  scandal. 

To  begin  to  look  at  the  needs  of  the  elderly  and  to  plan 
together  on  comprehensive  programs  was  the  impetus  for 
the  formation  of  the  Partnership  for  the  Elderly.  Several 
principles  undergird  the  structure  of  this  group.  First,  the 
Partnership  is  not  another  agency  providing  services  but 
rather  feels  that  a  plethora  of  agencies  and  institutions 
already  exists  in  the  South  End  that  can  and  should 
adequately  provide  the  necessary  services.  Secondly,  the 
Partnership  is  a  voluntary  and  collaborative  effort  of 
providers  and  senior  citizens,  of  state,  city  and  local 
organizations,  of  agencies  and  private  citizens;  but,  within 
the  Partnership,  the  majority  of  votes  belongs  to  the  elderly 
population.  It  is  in  working  together  and  in  communicating 
that  we  feel  the  goal  of  comprehensive  care  can  be  attained. 
Hiirdly.  the  Partnership  has  no  paid  staff  and  wishes  that 
all  funds  that  come  into  the  South  End  will  go  to  the 
recipients  themselves  or  to  services  and  not  to  overhead  or 
administrative  costs. 

The  Partnership  is  composed  of  senior  citizen  groups, 
public  and  private  institutions  and  agencies.  Each 
contributes  two  representatives  to  the  Partnership;  one  of 
whom  must  be  a  senior  citizen;  one  of  whom  must  live  or 
work  in  the  South  End.  The  rest  of  the  Partnership,  which  to 
date  has  25  member  organizations,  is  made  up  of  individual 
mterested  senior  citizens  to  insure  their  majority.  All 
Partnership  meetings  are  open  and  anyone  who  comes  is 
welcome  to  speak  to  any  issue. 

The  heart  and  soul  of  the  Partnership  is  the  work  of  its 
committees.  For  these  committees  are  charged  with 
examining,  in  their  particular  area  of  concern,  the  services 
and  lack  of  services  to  and  for  the  elderly.  They  must 
discover  the  gaps  and  inadequacies.  Then  they  arrive  at 
some  recommendations  and  submit  proposals  to  the 
Partnership.  Either  there  will  be  an  existing  agency  in  the 
South  End  that  will  administer  the  proposal  or  the  Partner- 
ship will  work  to  create  a  proper  vehicle  to  implement  the 
necessary  service.  The  committees  are:  Food  and 
Nutrition,  Health,  Housing,  L^al  and  Financial,  Political 
Action,  Recreation  and  Education,  Security,  Social 
Services  and  Communications,  and  Transportation.  By  the 
committee  work  plus  the  interaction  at  Partnership 
meetings  a  true  comprehensive  picture  of  needs  should  be 
drawn.  Interested  people,  who  are  not  officially  members  of 
the  Partnership,  are  members  of  these  various  committees. 

Since  July,  the  Partnership  has  met  on  a  weekly  basis  as 
have  most  of  the  committees.  This  heavy  workload  was  felt 
necessary  to  get  things  together  and  to  discover  if  we  were 
truly  a  viable  body.  After  three  months  of  meetings  and  the 
fantastic  cooperation  and  attendance  of  so  many  people 
who  have  given  of  their  time  and  effort,  it  is  felt  the 
Partnership  can  work.  The  Partnership  meets  in  six 
different  areas  of  the  South  End,  on  a  revolving  basis,  to 
make  sure  the  elderly  have  the  opportunity  to  present  their 
needs  and  be  involved.  We  meet  at  the  Franklin  Square 
House,  the  recreation  room  at  450  Tremont  St.,  20  Union 
Park,  the  Harriet  Tubman  House,  the  Boston  Public 
Library  South  End  Branch,  and  the  Women's  Service  Club 
on  Mass.  Ave. 

The  Partnership  does  not  wish  to  make  promises  it  can't 
keep,  or  raise  hopes  beyond  what  can  realistically  be 
expected.  We  are  on  new  territory  and  are  progressing 
strongly  but  cautiously.  We  will  do  what  we  can  and  what 
we  can  do  depends  on  the  South  End  pulling  together, 
standing  up  together  for  their  own  neglected  older  citizens, 
and  using  our  united  political  strength  solely  for  the  benefit 
of  the  elderly. 

Our  thanks  to  the  organizations  who  are  already  working 
together  toward  this  goal.  If  you  would  like  more 
information  on  the  Partnership  or  are  interested  in  joining 
a  committee  or  the  Partnership  itself,  please  contact  me  at 
542-5682,  or  write  to  the  Partnership  at  75  Union  Park  St., 
Boston  02118. 


SOCIEDAD  PARA  LOS  ANCIANOS  DEL  SOUTH  END 
POR  ELREV.  WALTER  J.  WALDRON 

"Porque  no  estoy  seguro  en  nit  departamento  o  en  las 
calles?"  "Como  puedo  conseguir  el  mejor  cuidado  medico 
que  necesito?"  "He  escuchado  acerca  del  programa  de 
comidas  calientes,  pero  donde  funciona?" 

Estas  y  similares  preguntas  est^n  en  las  mentes  de 
muchos  ciudadanos  de  edad  avanzada  en  el  South  End.  La 
negligencia  en  las  necesidades  basicas  del  anciano  y  la 
carencia  de  coordinacion  o  la  falta  de  comprension  en  los 
programas  se  combinan  para  hacer  indiferente  el  destine 
de  anonimos  ciudadanos  ancianos  un  escandalo  nacional  y 
local, 

Para  empezar  a  ver  las  necesidades  de  los  ancianos  y 
planear  juntos  los  programas  comprensivos  fue  el  I'mpetu 
por  el  cual  se  formo  la  Sociedad  para  el  Anciano.  Varies 
principios  sobregiran  la  estructura  de  este  grupo.  Primero. 
la  Sociedad  no  es  otra  agenda  que  da  servicios  pero  cree 
que  la  mayoria  de  agencias  e  instituciones  que  actualmente 
existen  en  el  South  End  pueden  y  podrian  adecuadamente 
proveer  los  servicios  necesarios.  Segundo,  la  Sociedad  es  un 
esfuerzo  voluntario  y  de  colaboracion  de  abastecedores  y 
ciudadanos  ancianos  de  organizaciones  del  Estado.  de  la 
ciudad  y  locales  agencias  y  ciudadanos  particulares,  pero 
dentro  de  la  Sociedad.  la  mayoria  de  votos  pertenece  a  la 
poblacion  senil.  Creemos  que  trabajando  juntos  y 
comunica'ndonos  el  objetivo  de  un  cuidado  comprensivo 
puede  ser  logrado.  Tercero,  la  Sociedad  no  tiene  personal 
pagado  y  desea  que  todo  el  dinero  que  llega  al  South  End 
vaya  a  los  ciudadanos  mismos  o  a  los  servicios  y  no  a  los 
gastos  generales  o  costos  administrativos. 

La  Sociedad  esta  compuesta  de  grupos  de  ancianos, 
instituciones  privadas  y  publicas  y  agencias.  Cada  uno 
contribuye  con  dos  representantes  a  la  sociedad ;  uno  de  los 
cuales  debe  ser  anciano  y  uno  de  los  dos  debe  vivir  o 
trabajar  en  el  South  End.  El  resto  de  la  Sociedad  que  hasta 
el  memento  tiene  25  organizaciones  como  miembros  esta 
compuesto  de  ancianos  interesados  en  asegurar  una 
mayona.  Todas  las  reuniones  de  la  Sociedad  est^n  abiertas 
a  las  personas  que  lo  deseen  y  son  bienvenidas  si  desean 
hablar  de  algun  problema. 

El  corazon  y  alma  de  la  Sociedad  es  e!  trabajo  de  sus 
comites.  Por  eso  los  miembros  de  los  comites  realizan 
reconocimientos  en  su  particular  ^rea  de  intere's,  los 
servicios  y  falta  de  estos  a  los  ancianos.  Ellos  deben 
descubrir  las  brechas  e  insuficiencias.  Entonces  traen 
algunas  recomendaciones  y  presentan  propuestas  a  la 
Sociedad.  HabrI  entonces  una  agencia  en  el  South  End  que 
administrara  la  propuesta  o  la  sociedad  trabajara  para 
crear  su  propio  vehiculo  para  implementar  el^  servicio 
necesario.  Los  comites  son;  Comida  y  Nutricio'n.  Salud, 
Vivienda,  Finanza  y  Servicio  Legal,  Seguridad,  Servicios 
Sociales,  Comunicaciones  y  Transporte.  Para  el  trabajo  del 
comite'  mas  la  interaccion  en  las  reuniones  de  la  Sociedad 
un  verdadero  cuadro  comprensivo  de  necesidades  debe  ser 
disehado.  Gente  interesada  que  no  son  oficialmente 
miembros  de  la  Sociedad  forman  parte  de  estos  multiples 
comites. 

Desde  el  mes  de  Julio,  la  Sociedad  se  ha  venido  reuniendo 
semanalmente.  Este  duro  esfuerzo  fue  necesario  para 
conseguir  juntos  resultados  provechosos  y  descubrir  si 
nosotros  eramos  un  verdadero  y  viable  cuerpo.  Despues  de 
tres  meses  de  reuniones  y  la  fantastica  cooperacion  y 
concurrencia  de  muchas  personas  que  han  dado  su  tiempo  y 
esfuerzo,  se  ha  comprobado  que  la  sociedad  puede  trabajar. 
La  Sociedad  se  reune  en  seis  diferentes  areas  del  South  End 
en  rotativo  lugar  para  asegurar  a  los  ancianos  que  tengan 
la  oportunidad  de  asistir  a  estas  reuniones  y  presenter  sus 
■  necesidades  a  la  vez  que  enrolarse  en  este  grupo.  Nos 
reunimos  en  los  siguientes  lugares :  Franklin  Square  House, 
en  el  salon  de  recreaciifn  del  450  de  la  calle  Tremont;  20 
Union  Square,  en  el  Harriet  Tubman  House,  en  el  Boston 
Public  Ubrary.  South  End  Branch  y  el  Women's  Service 
Qub  en  la  Avenida  Mass. 

La  Sociedad  no  desea  hacer  promesas  que  no  pueda 
cumplir  o  acrecentar  esperanzas  mas  alia  de  lo  que 
reallsticamente  se  pueda  esperar,  Estamos  en  un  nuevo 
territorio  y  progresando  con  fuerza  pero  cautelosamente. 
Haremos  todo  lo  que  podamos  y  lo  que  podemos  hacer 
depende  que  el  South  End  unido  adopte  una  sola  posicirfn 
por  sus  negligentes  ancianos  y  usando  nuestra  fuerza 
polftica  para  beneficio  de  los  ancianos. 

Nuestro  agradecimiento  a  las  organizaciones  que  estan 
trabajando  unidas  hacia  el  logro  de  la  meta^  Si  usted  desea 
mas  informaciifn  sobre  la  Sociedad  o  esta  interesado  en 
pertenecer  a  ella,  por  favor  ilame  al  542-5682  o  escriba  al 
Partnership  en  el  75  Union  Park,  Boston  02118. 


CAMBIOS  EN  EL  PARQUEO  NOCTURNO  DURANTE  EL 
INVIERNO 

El  Alcalde  Kevin  H.  White  personalmente  ha  prometido 
que  un  nuevo  reglamento  de  parqueo  en  las  noches 
comenzara  a  re^ir  desde  el  15  de  Noviembre  pero  por  un 
periodo  de  60  dias  como  prueba. 

1.  Los  residentes  pueden  parquear  en  a^ibos  lados  de  la 
calle  excepto  cuando  el  Comisionado  de  Trafico  declare  una 
Emergencia  en  caso  de  nieve. 

2.  La  Television  y  la  Radio  alertarM  frecuentemente  en 
caso  de  nieve. 

3.  Durante  una  Emergencia  por  nevada  usted  puede 
parquear  solo  a  un  lado  de  la  calle  desde  las  12, 
medianoche,  hasta  las  8  de  la  manana.  (NO  SE 
ESTACIONE  EN  NINGUN  MOMENTO  EN  LAS  CALLES 
SENALADAS  CON  "EMERGENCY  ARTERIES"). 

4.  La  multa  por  parqueo  ilegal  durante  una  Emergencia 
en  case  de  nieve  ser^  de  6  dfllares  en  una  Zona  b  y  15  dfilares 
en  una  Zona  A. 


LOS  COMISIONADOS  QUE  SE  OPONEN  A  ESTE  PLAN 
LES  GUSTARIA  VER  QUE  NO  DA  RESULTADOS 
BUENOS.  POR  FAVOR  COOPERE  DE  TAL  MANERA 
QUE  NO  TENGAMOS  QUE  EMPI.FAR  EI.  VTE.10 
SISTEMA  0  ALGO  PEOR,  AL  FINAL  DE  LOS  60  DIAS 


DETOX 


WINTER  OVERNIGHT  PARKING  CHANGED 

After  five  years  of  citizen  protest  and  only  after 
Mayor  White's  personal  request,  Boston's  Traffic 
Commission  changed  the  winter  parking  regulations, 
BUT  ONLY  FOR  A  SIXTY  DAY  TRIAL  PERIOD 
BEGINNING  NOVEMBER  15. 

1.  Residents  may  park  on  both  sides  of  the  street 
except  when  the  Traffic  Commissioner  declares 
a  snow  emergency. 

2.  TV  and  Radio  will  make  frequent  announce- 
ments of  a  snow  emergency. 

3.  Both  day  and  night  during  a  snow  emergency 
you  may  park  only  on  the  even  side  until  the 
emergency  is  over. 

4.  The  fine  for  illegal  parking  during  a  snow 
emergency  will  be  $6.00  in  a  B  Zone  and  $15.00  in 
an  A  Zone. 

COMMISSIONERS  WHO  OPPOSE  THIS  PLAN 
WOULD  LIKE  TO  SEE  IT  FAIL.  THAT  IS  THE 
REASON  FOR  THE  SIXTY  DAY  TRIAL  PERIOD 
WHICH  WE  AND  THE  MAYOR  OBJECTED  TO. 

PLEASE  COOPERATE  SO  WE  DON'T  END  UP 
WITH  THE  OLD  SYSTEM  OR  SOMETHING  WORSE 
AT  THE  END  OF  SIXTY  DAYS. 


William  F.  Willier 
198  West  Brooklinc  St. 


David  C.  Sprogis 
184  West  Brookline  Street 


On  Tuesday,  November  28,  Councillor  Lawrence 
S.  DiCara  will  hold  oflice  hours  at  the  Little 
City  Hall  located  at  400  Shawmut  Ave.,  in  the 
South  End.  The  Office  Hours  will  be  from 
B:00  until  8:00  P.M. 

El  martes,  28  de  noviembre,  Lawrence  S.  DiCara 
miembro  del  Consejo,  mantendra  las  horas  de 
oficina  de  la  PequeHa  Alcaldia,  situado  en  la 
Avenida  Shawmut,  numero  400,  en  el  South  End. 
Estas  horas  seran  de  seis  a  echo  de  la  noche. 


mantenido  con  dinero  de  la  "Law  Enforcement  Assistance 
Admmistration"  y  tiene  de  proposito  ofrecer  servicios 
me'dicos  y  sociales  a  los  "bonos"  y  alcohiShcos  del  distrito 
policiaco  no.  4,  donde  el  ano  pasado  se  hicieron  mas  de  8,000 
arrestos  por  el  crimen  de  estar  alcoholizado  en  publico.  Uno 
de  los  propositos  del  proyecto  es  reducir  el  numero  de  horas 
que  los  polic'as  pasan  arrestando  a  aIcoh6licos  para  que 
tengan  mas  tiempo  para  combatir  crfmenes  series, 
Ademas,  los  fundadores  de  este  proyecto  creen  que  el 
problema  de  los  alcoholicos  es  un  problema  m^ico  y  social 
que  debe  ser  la  responsabilidad  de  las  agencias  de  servicio 
social  y  medico,  no  la  responsabilidad  de  las  cortes  y  la  ley. 
Por  eso  es  que  este  proyecto  -  "Boston  Alcohol 
Detoxification  Project"  -  ofrece  al  alcoholico  no  solo  la 
oportunidad  de  no  ser  encarcelado,  si  no  que  tambien  le 
ofrece  el  primer  paso  en  el  proceso  de  rehabilitacion  porque 
trabajan  en  conjunto  con  "half-way  houses,"  grupos  de 
AIcoh6licos  Anonimos,  hospitales  y  clmicas. 

El  proyecto  esta'  situado  en  una  parte  renovada  de  la 
Franklin  Square  House.  Dos  empleados  que  antes  eran 
alcoholicos  patrullan  las  calles  del  South  End  en  carro  y 
hacen  contaclo  con  los  individuos  que  aparentemente 
tienen  dificultades  con  la  bebida.  Los  empleados  del 
proyecto  le  ofrecen  a  estos  hombres  y  mujeres  la 
oportunidad  de  entrar  en  un  programa  voluntario  que 
consistir'a  de  cinco  dfas  de  tratamiento.  Los  que  contesten 
af  irmativamente  son  Uevados  al  projecto  donde  en  seguida 
son  examinatios  por  enfermeras  o  paramedicos.  Si  se 
estima  que  el  paciente  esta  muy  grave,  se  le  lleva 
inmediatamente  al  hospital.  Si  solamente  esta  alcoholizado 
0  no  tiene  una  enfermedad  muy  seria,  se  le  admite  en  el 
programa  y  se  le  trata  para  que  no  sufra  mientras  el 
alcohol  abandona  su  sistema.  Durante  los  cinco  di'as  que  el 
individuo  pasa  en  el  proyecto  se  le  hacen  entrevistas  para 
ayudarlo  a  encontrar  un  lugar  que  le  parezca  bueno  donde 
&  pi^a  continuar  su  tratamiento.  Muchos  de  los 
alcohoUcos  que  reciben  tratamiento  en  el  proyecto  son 
referidos  a  agencias  del  South  End  que  se  especializan  en  la 
rehabilitaci&n  de  alcoholicos. 

Ahora  el  proyecto  puede  admitir  a  treinta  personas,  pero 
para  el  proximo  ano,  anticipando  la  eliminaci^n  del  crimen 
de  estar  alcoholizado  en  piSblico  y  la  necesidad  de  tener  mas 
lugares  donde  se  pueda  ayudar  a  alcoh6licos,  el  proyecto 
tendrl  espacio  para  setenta  personas, 

Ademas  de  ayudar  al  alcoholico  en  la  calle  y  de  ofrecerle 
ayuda  m^dica,  el  proyecto  trata  de  proveer  a  los  hombres  y 
mujeres  que  asiste  con  ropa  para  que  puedan  salir  del 
proyecto  vestidos  decentemente.  Todos  los  miembros  del 
proyecto  le  agradecerfan  mucho  que  donara  ropa  que  no 
necesite.  Si  usted  tiene  ropa  que  quiera  contribuir,  pAigase 
en  contacto  con: 

Mary  Beth  O'Connell 
Project  Director 

Boston  Alcohol  Detoxification  Project.  Inc. 
19  James  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  02118 


FALL  AT  THE  BOSTON  CENTER  FOR  THE  ARTS 

Dozens  of  programs  are  available  to  residents  at  the 
Center  this  fall. 

The  Music  School  is  open  even  though  construction 
continues.  Instruction  is  available  for  dozens  of  instruments 
from  violin  to  electric  guitar.  Scholarships  are  available  for 
students  who  need  them.  Registration  continues  and  can  be 
arranged  by  calling  482-7494  or  coming  to  the  Center. 

Associate  Artists  Opera  Company  and  the  Boston  Ballet 
have  opened  their  fall  seasons  and  will  continue  their 
seasons  throughout  the  year.  Associate  Artists  perform  in 
the  Cyclorama  and  are  producing  the  "Barber  of  Seville," 
"Montezuma."  and  "Cosi  Fan  Tutte."  Tickets  are  available 
by  caUing  542-0308.  Special  rates  are  available  for  students 
and  senior  citizens. 

aasses  in  Ballet,  Modern  Dance,  and  Oriental  Dancmg 
are  being  offered  as  well  as  instruction  in  pottery,  fencing, 
and  several  different  approaches  to  theater. 

Stage  I,  a  company  of  eight  performers,  are  now  in 
Copenhagen  as  guests  of  the  Mermaid  Theater.  They  will  be 
in  Copenhagen  and  will  tour  throughout  Europe  and 
England  for  the  next  five  months.  The  Danish  press  has 
heralded  the  group  for  their  opening  production  of 
"Reflections." 

The  Calamus  Poets'  Exchange  meets  Fridays  at  8:00 
p  m  for  readings  of  their  own  works  by  members.  The 
group  is  open  and  there  is  no  charge,  but  contributions  are 
welcome. 

Carla  Golembe,  a  resident  artist,  will  have  an  exhibit  of 
oU  paintings  in  the  Boston  Repertory  Company  Gallery. 
November  10  through  November  30.  No  charge. 

The  Artists  Coop  is  conducting  classes  in  drawing  (Still) 
Tuesdays  from  7:00  -  10:00p.m.  at  $2.00  per  session.  Classes 
in  Drawing  (Movement)  are  held  Fridays  from  7:30  - 10:30 
p.m.  at  $3.00  per  session. 

The  Boston  Repertory  Theatre  on  Sunday,  November  4, 
added  to  the  evening  repertory  "The  Thirteen  Clocks," 
replacing  "Grandma's  In  The  Cellar"  running  since  July. 
"The  Night  Thoreau  Spent  in  Jail"  opened  Wednesday, 
November  15.  The  complete  schedule  will  be  "The  Little 
Prince,"  Thursday  and  Friday  night;  "The  Thirteen 
Oocks,"  Saturday  at  2:00  p.m.  and  Sunday  night;  "The 
Night  Thoreau  Spent  in  Jail"  every  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  after  November  15.  Evening  performances  at  8:08 
p.m.  Admission:  Adults  $3  00,  Students  $2.00  and  Children 
$1  00.  Call  423-6580  for  reservations. 

The  Cyclorama  Flea  Market  will  be  held  again  December 
10.  Further  information  on  these  and  other  programs  of  the 
Center  is  available  by  calling  426-5000. 


Telefono:  266-2615 

OTONO  EN  EL  CENTRO  DE  ARTES  DE  BOSTON 

Docenas  de  programas  estan  a  disposicion  de  los 
residentes,  en  el  Centre  este  otono. 

La  Escuela  de  Milsica  esta  abierta^  a  pesar  de  que 
continua  la  construcci^n.  La  instruccion  abarca  mas  de 
doce  instrumentos  desde  el  violfn  hasta  la  guitarra 
ele'ctrica.  Becas  se  les  otorgara  a  los  estudiantes  que  lo 
necesiten.  La  inscripcio'n  contimk  y  puede  ser  hecha  por 
telefono  -  482-7494  -  o  viniendo  al  centre. 

La  CompaBfa  de  Opera  de  Artistas  Asociados  y  el  Ballet 
de  Boston  han  abierto  su  temporada  de  otofio  y  continuaran 
sus  sesiones  durante  el  ano.  Los  Artistas  Asociados  actuan 
en  el  Cyclorama  y  estan  presentando  "EI  Barbero  de 
Sevilla"  "Montezuma"  y  "Cosi  Fan  Tutte".  Las  entradas 
las  puede  conseguir  llamando  al  542-0308.  Precios 
especiales  para  estudiantes  y  ancianos. 

aases  de  Ballet,  Bailes  Modernos  y  Danzas  Orientales 
estan  siendo  ofrecidas  lo  mismo  que  enseifanza  de 
alfareri'a,  esgriraa  y  varias  diferentes  fases  del  teatro. 

Stage  1,  una  compani'a  de  8  integrates  esta  en 
Copenhague  como  invitados  del  Teatro  Mermaid.  Ellos 
estara'n  alia'  y  visitaran  toda  Europa  e  Inglaterra  durante 
los  cinco  meses  que  durari  su  permanencia  por  esos  lares. 
La  prensa  danesa  ha  aclaraado  a  este  grupo  por  la 
presentaciiSn  de  "Reflexiones". 

EI  Calamus  Poet's  Exchange  se  reiJne  los  viemes  a  las  8 
p.m.  para  leer  los  trabajos  propios  de  sus  miembros. 
Cualquiera  puede  integrarse  al  grupo  y  no  se  exige  cuota, 
pero  las  donaciones  son  aceptadas. 

Carla  Golembe  una  arUsta  residente  exhibira  pinturas  al 
oleo  en  el  Boston  Repertory  Company  Gallery  desde  el  10 
hasta  el  30  de  noviembre  -  Gratuito.  . 

Los  Artists  Coop  estan  dirigiendo  clases  de  dibulo 
(estitlca)  Jos  martes  de  7  a  10  de  la  noche  y  cada  sesidn 
cuesta  2  dolares,  Clases  de  dibujo  (movimiento)  se  dictan 
Iosviemesde7:30al0:30p.m.;a3d6laresporclase. 

El  Boston  Repertory  Theatre  presentara  Tlie  Night 
Thoreau  Spent  in  Jail"  el  15  de  Noviembre. 

El  programa  complete  ser^  "The  Uttle  Prince  el  jueves 
yviernesenlanoche;  "The  night  Thoreau  Spent  m  JaU  los 
miercoles  y  sabados  despues  del  15  de  noviembre.  Las 
funciones  en  la  noche  comienzan  a  las  8:08  P-m.  ■  La 
admision  para  adultos  $3.00,  estudiantes  $2.00  y  mi5os  $1.00  - 
Para  reservaciones  llamar  al  423-6580.  ^ 

El  Cyclorama  Flea  Market  se  repetira  otra  vez  el  10  de 
diciembre.  Para  mas  informaciiSn  de  este  y  otros 
programas  del  Centro  Ilame  al  426-5000. 


HUD-FHA  NON-ASSISTED  PROGRAM 

FOR  RENTAL  HOUSING  IN  URBAN  RENEWAL  AREAS 


n  urban  renewal  or  code 


SECTION  220,  NATIONAL  HOUSING  ACT 
WHAT  IT  IS 

■  A  program  10  finance  the  construction  or  rehabili- 
tation of  rental  housing  projects  containing  2  or 
more  units  in  urban  renewal  areas. 

■  Provides  rental  units  for  moderate-  or  middle- 
income  families. 

ELIGIBLE  PROJECTS 

■  Project  must  be  located  in  £ 
enforcement  area. 

■  Units  may  be  detached,  semi-detached,  or  row 
houses  or  walk-up  or  clevator-tvpe  multi-family 
structures  designed  primarily  for  residential  use. 

.  Projects  may  vary  widely  in  layout,  size,  and 
design,  depending  on  the  type  of  market  to  be 

■  Must  be  built  in  conformity  with  FHA  Property 
Standards. 

■  FHA  will  regulate  rents,  rate  of  return  and  meth- 
ods of  operation. 

PROPERTY  REQUIREMENTS 

■  The  project  must  be  located  on  real  estate  held: 
(al  In  fee  simple. 

(bl  On  a  leasehold  for  not  less  than  99  years,  or 
haying  a  period  of  75  years  to  run  from  the 
date  the  mortgage  is  executed. 

(cl  Leasehold  for  50  years,  provided  the  lessee  is  a 
government  agency,  Indian,  or  Indian  tribe. 

FINANCING 

■  FHA  approved  private  lending  institutions  (Mort- 
gages eligible  for  purchase  by  FNMAl 

TENANT  OCCUPANTS 

■  No  income  requirements. 

■  No  restrictions  due  to  race,  creed,  color  or  age  of 
the  prospective  tenant  or  the  composition  of  his 

a  period  of  less  than  30 


1-  BR 

2-  BR 

3-  eR 


Non-aleval 

S  9.900 
$13,750 
$16,500 
$20,360 
$33,100 


ElBviior  Stfuel 
$11,550 
$16,500 
$19,800 
$24,750 
$28,050 


family. 

■  No  unit  may  be  rented  for 

days, 

MORTGAGE  LIMITS 

■  The  maximum  mortgage  < 


jxceed  the  lesser 


ol 

111  $50,000,000 

(21  90  percent  FHA's  estimate  of  replacement  cost. 

(31  For  such  part  ol  the  property  or  project  attri- 
butable to  dwelling  use  an  amount  per  family 
unit,  depending  on  the  number  of  bedrooms 
which  may  be: 


■  The  sums  mentioned  in  (31  above  may  be  increased 
by  up  to  45  percent  in  high  cost  areas. 

■  Mortgage  term  is  limited  to  40  years. 

■  Maximum  interest  rate  is  variable. 

■  Repayment-level  annuity  monthly  plan  (equal 
monthly  payments  to  principal  and  interest). 

HOW  SPONSOR  SHOULD  PROCEED 

■  The  Local  Public  Agency  controls  planning  and  the 
sale  or  lease  of  urban  renewal  land.  Alter  the 
selection  of  a  developer  by  the  LPA.  the  developer 
(sponsor)  meets  with  FHA. 

■  Preliminary  conference  with  FHA  insuring  office- 
identifying  locality,  general  site,  number  of  units 
and  rents  to  be  charged. 

■  If  project  appears  feasible  sponsor  will  be  asked  to 
submit  application  (FHA  Form  20131  for  feasibil- 
ity analysis. 

■  Alter  analysis  FHA  will  advise  the  sponsor  of  its 
finding  of  feasibility  and  the  estimates  upon  which 
the  feasibility  is  predicated;  such  as  FHA  land 
value,  improvements,  general  requirements,  esti 
mated  construction  time.  etc. 

■  Sponsor  then  submits  a  formal  application  with  lee 
and  exhibits,  and  if  approved  FHA  will  issue  a 
conditional  commitment. 

■  After  the  final  submission  is  made  by  the  sponsor 
in  compliance  with  the  guidelines  established  at  the 
feasibility  conference,  a  firm  commitment  will  be 
issued. 

FEES  AND  CHARGES 

■  ^'"^-applicalion  fee  (with  formal  application) 

is  $1-50  per  thousand  of  mortgage  amount 
applied  for  ^  . 

-commitment  fee,  $3.00  per  thousand  dol- 
lars of  commitment  arrwunt,  less  applica- 
tion fee  previouslv  paid 
-inspection  fee.  S5  00  per  thousand  dollars 
of  commitment  amount 
-mongage  insurance  premium,  first  pre 
mium  collected  in  advarwre  at  rate  of  '/>  of  l 
percent  of  tlie  mortgage  amount 

■  "-r^^ce  Charge,  not  to  exceed  2  percent  of 

mortgage  amount. 

■  3.  FNMA 

-IVi  percent  of  mongage  amount^  


INFORMATION  SOURCE 

HUD  Area  Office  or  HUO-FHA  In 


uring  Office. 


ADMINISTERING  OFFICE 

Assistant  Secretary  for  Housing  Productn 
Mortgage  Credit-FHA  Commissioner. 


and 


January  1971 

The  220  Program 

By  Qark  Frazier.  Representative  at  Large 

Section  220  of  the  National  Housing  Act  is  "a  program  lo 
finance  the  construction  of  rehabilitation  of  rental  housing 
projects  containing  two  or  more  units  in  urban  renewal 
areas."  Its  goal  is  to  "provide  rental  units  for  motlerate  or 
middle  income  families."  These  quotes  are  from  a  Depart- 
ment of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  (HUD)  brochure 
HUD-144-FI4)  dated  January  1971. 

As  far  as  the  South  End  is  concerned  this  program  may  as 
well  not  exist.  The  number  of  220  loans  granted  since  the 
start  of  urban  renewal  in  1965  is  less  than  ten.  None  have 
been  granted  recently  within  the  South  End.  The  only  220 
loan  that  may  have  been  granted  recently  thai  we  know  of 
was  that  for  Wasserman  in  the  Fenway  Urban  Renewal 
Area.  "Moderate"  rentals  will  be  $300  to  $400  a  month. 

What  are  the  obstacles  preventing  the  South  End  resident 
homeowner  from  participating  in  this  program?  Since  the 
average  South  End  house  is  two  or  more  units,  and  since  the 
220  program  will  finance  rehabilitation  or  purchase  and  re- 
habilitation, why  is  it  not  being  used? 

The  220  loan  application  form  as  packaged  by  HUD 
contains  about  half  an  inch  of  documents.  HUD  does  not 
distinguish  between  a  $60,000  four  family  South  End  row 
house  and  a  20,000,000  dollar  apartment  complex  in  the 
West  End.  HUD's  processing  time  is  presumably  the  same 
for  both.  Before  the  220  loan  application  can  be  submitted, 
the  prospective  borrower  must  have  found  a  bank  to  agree 
to  take  the  loan.  Since  HUD  insured  loans  little  or  no  risk  to 
a  bank,  there  would  be  many  takers,  right?  Wrong;  most 
banks  boycott  the  220  program  because  of  "too  much  paper 
work"  or  "never  heard  of  the  program."  Presumably  the 
amount  of  paper  work  for  the  bank  for  the  60,000  loan  is  the 
same  as  for  the  20  million  dollar  loan.  Given  the  choice, 
banks  wUl  refuse  the  60,000  loan,  but  take  the  20  million 
loan. 
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Another  obstacle  is  the  HUD  processing  time.  One 
architect  from  the  HUD  area  office  is  assigned  to  all 
rehabilitation  loans  in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island. 
These  loans  include  all  Section  236,  221  d  3,  220,  etc.  Waiting 
in  this  queue  alone  can  take  3  to  4  months. 

The  conclusion  can  be  reached  that  HUD  is  the  villain  in 
this  picture.  There  is  no  allowable  excuse  for  the  processing 
of  a  simple  four  family  220  rehabilitation  loan  taking  more 
than  two  weeks.  It  is  time  that  the  South  End  demand  that 
HUD  reform  its  internal  procedures  and  hire  adequate  staff 
to  process  rehabilitation  loans.  If  the  220  loan  process  were 
simple  and  straight  forward,  there  would  be  no  reason  to 
believe  that  banks  would  continue  to  boycott  the  220 
program. 

EL  PROGRAM  A  220 
por  aark  Frazier,  representanle  del  SEP  AC 
La  Seccio'n  220  del  Acta  de  Vivienda  Nacional  es  "tin 
programa  para  financiar  la  construccion  o  rehabilitacion 
de  las  viviendas  de  los  proyectos  que  tienen  dos  o  mas 
unidades  en  areas  de  renovacion  urbana".  Su  objetivo  es 
"proveer  mas  unidades  de  viviendas  rentables  para 
familias  de  moderados  o  medianos  ingresos".  Estas  citas 
provienen  del  Departamento  de  Viviendas  y  Desarrollo 
Urbano  (HUD)  boletfn  HUD-144-F  (4)  de  fecha  Enero  1971. 

Con  respecto  al  South  End  este  programa  no  existe.  EI 
numero  de  220  pr&tamos  concedidos  desde  el  comienzo  de 
la  remodelacion  urbana  en  1965  es  menos  de  10.  Ningun 
prestamo  se  ha  hecho  recientemente  dentro  del  South  End. 
EI  Prestamo  220  que  puede  haber  sido  concedido 
ultimamentey  que  nosotros  conocemos  fue  por  Wasserman 
en  el  Area  de  Renovacion  Urbana  del  Fenway.  "Rentas 
Moderadas"  seran  de  300  a  400  dolares  al  mes. 

Cuales  son  los  obstaculos  que  impiden  a  los  dueiios  de 
casa  residentes  del  South  End  de  participar  en  este 
programa?-Teniendo  en  cuenta  que  el  promedio  de  casas 
del  South  End  es  de  dos_  o  mas  unidades^  y  desde  que  el 
programa  220  financiara  la  rehabilitacion  o  compra  y 
rehabilitacion  porque  no  ha  sido  usado? 


Las  aplicaciones  para  el  pr&tamo  220  del  HUD  oont  enen 
cerca  de  media  pulgada  de  ancho  de  'i<><^'"".f.""'%«™  "° 
distingue  entre  una  casa  de  cuatro  famihas  de  60,000 
dolares  en  el  South  End  y  un  complejo  de  departamentos  de 
20  millones  de  dolares  en  cl  West  End. 

El  proceso  que  HUD  realiza  es  presumiblemcnte  el 
mismo  para  ambos.  Antes  que  la  aplicacion  para  e\ 
Pristamo  220  sea  presentada,  el  P^^smito  deudor  debe 
hallar  un  banco  que  esti  de  acuerdo  con  el  prifetamo.  Desde 
que  HUD  no  arriesga  en  el  pristamo  y  no  es  nesgo  tamp«:o 
para  el  banco  deberfan  haber  muchos  solicitantes  no .  - 
Esto  no  es  asf  pues  muchos  bancos  boicotean  el  programa 
220  por  "el  mucho  papeleo"  o  "nunca  han  oldo  de 
proErama".  Probablemente  la  cantidad  de  papeleo  para  e 
banco  por  los  60,000  dolares  es  el  mismo  que  para  el 
prestamo  de  20miIIones  de  dolares.  Dandoles  a  escoger,  los 
bancos  no  aceptaran  el  prestamo  de  60  mil  pero  si  el  de  20 
millones. 

Otro  obstaculo  es  el  tiempo  que  deraora  HUD  procesando 
los  papeles.  Un  arquitecto  del  area  de  la  oficina  tie  HUD  es 
asignado  para  todos  los  prestamos  de  rehabUitacion  en 
M^achusetts  y  Rhode  Island.  Estos  prestamos  incluyen 
toda  la  seccitin  236,221  d3,  220,  etc.  Esperando  solo  per  esto 
se  tarda  unos  3  6  4  meses. 

La  conclusion  a  que  Ilegamos  es  que  HUD  es  el  viUano  en 
esta  pchcula.  No  hay  excusa  para  que  el  simple  proceso  de 
una  casa  de  4  familias  que  cspera  el  pr*tamo  de 
rehabilitacion  tome  mas  de  dos  semanas.  Este  es  el  tiempo 
que  el  South  End  demanda  de  HUD  para  que  reforme  su 
proceso  interno  y  emplee  personal  adecuado  para  procffiar 
los  prestamos.  Si  el  proceso  del  prestamo  220  fuese  simple  y 
correcto  no  habr'a  razon  para  creer  que  los  bancos 
continuasen  boicoteando  el  Programa  220. 

Summerthing  72 

by  Shelia  Martin,  SEPAC  Representative 

The  Summerthing  72  programs  concentrated  on  offering 
Workshops  to  residents  all  over  the  South  End  in  great 
variety  The  programs  were  mainly  based  at  youth  oriented 
centers  and  playgrounds  in  both  the  South  End  and  China- 
town. The  most  successful  programs  were:  Curiosity 
Caravan,  a  learning  game  for  children;  Ethnic  Omniform 
Music,  identifying  musical  sounds  with  different  ethnic 
backgrounds;  Tribal  Rhythms,  construction  and  in- 
struction in  Congo  Drums;  and  Total  Theatre  Experience  a 
complete  workshop  in  acting  and  theatrical  techniques^  The 
Theatre  class  staged  a  very  successful  play  at  the  South 
End  Boy's  Club  at  the  end  of  the  summer. 

The  Senior  Citizen  Workshop,  not  as  successful  as  the 
above  programs,  consisted  of  musical  entertainment  and 
field  trips.  Arts  and  Crafts  was  fairly  successful.  Due  to 
poor  participation  by  the  neighborhood  youth,  several  pro- 
S-ams  were  not  successful :  Dance,  Instrumental  Music  and 
Photography.  On  the  whole,  1  think  we  should  try  conserv- 
ing the  workshop  monies  for  winter  programming  because 
of  the  lack  of  activities  that  go  on  for  youth  during  the 
winter  months. 

Afternoon  and  evening  performances  drew  enthusiastic 
crowds  and  some  of  entertainment  included  the  City  Dance 
Theatre,  the  Boston  Ballet  and  the  Back  Alley  Sun  Band. 

We  are  in  the  process  now  of  funding  a  winter  program, 
continuing  the  more  successful  of  the  summer.  If 
successful,  we  will  report  the  programs  in  this  Newsletter. 


If  the  Newsletter  is  not  being  delivered 
in  your  area  or  on  your  street, 

please  inform  SEPAC.  Call  262-4318. 


SI  ESTE  BOLETIN  NO  ES  ESTREGADO  EN  SU  AREA 
O  EN  SU  CALLE.  POR  FAVOR  INFORME  A  SEPAC  - 
LLAME  AL  262-4318. 


Robert  L.  Farrell,  Chairman 
Patrick  J.  Bocanluso,  Vice  Chairman 
James  G.  Colbert.  Treasurer 
Paul  J.  Burns,  Assistant  Treasurer 
Joseph  J.  Walsh.  Member 
The  preparation  of  this  report  was  financed  in  pari 
through  a  federal  loan  and  grant  from  the  Renewal 
Projects  Administration  of  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  under  the  provisions  of  title 
1  of  the  housing  act  of  1949,  as  amended. 


SEPAC 

557  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  021 18 
Telephone  262-4318/4319 


call  K 
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aren  Gould,  SEPAC 
ye  any  questions. 
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Transportation  Decision 


ROXSE: 

"THE  PLACE  TO  LIVE  BETTER?" 

B/  Rayleen  Bay  Craig 


(About  the  Author:  Rayleen  Bay  Craig,  one  of  the 
tenants  elected  to  the  Roxse  Board,  is  also  National 
Secretary  of  the  National  Tenants  Organization.  She  is  the 
editorial  assistant  for  the  Bay  State  Banner. 

Mrs.  Craig  has  been  a  resident  of  Roxse  Homes  since 
August  1971.  She  is  married  to  Amziah  Craig,  Assistant 
Director  of  Bromley  Heath  Tenant  Management  Cor- 
poration and  is  the  mother  of  three  daughters.) 

Lower  Roxbury  now  boasts  several  new  housing 
developments  which  were  built  in  the  renewal  effort  to  end 
urban  blight.  Roxse  Homes,  Inc.,  a  13  building  complex 
bounded  by  Tremont  Street  and  Shawmut  Avenue,  is  one  of 
these  developments.  Its  story  is  probably  more  typical  than 
atypical. 

Roxse  Homes,  a  364  unit  low  and  moderate  income 
development,  was  designed  in  1968  to  be  "the  place  to  live 
better,"  in  the  eyes  of  its  non-profit  Board  of  Directors.  The 
Board  was  comprised  of  representatives  of  various  chur- 
ches and  community  agencies  in  the  South  End  and  Rox- 
bury limbo  known  as  Lower  Roxbury. 

In  all  justice  to  the  Board  members,  they  must  be 
credited  with  sincere  motivation.  Non-profit  housing 
sponsors  do  not  make  any  money.  In  fact,  present  Board 
members,  some  of  whom  have  served  from  the  onset,  have 
not  even  been  reimbursed  for  expenses  incurred.  The  Board 
simply  wanted  to  provide  decent  housing  for  poor  people. 

Unfortunately,  theoriginal  Board  members  knew  nothing 
about  housing  construction  and  they  fell  prey  to  that 
scheming  developer  responsible  for  most  of  Boston's  new 
housing  ills:  the  Development  Corporation  of  America  - 
D  C. A.  The  Board,  in  time,  did  increase  its  membership  to 
include  persons  with  expertise  in  real  estate.  However,  by 
that  time  it  was  too  late.  The  financing  of  Roxse  Homes 
totals  $9.53  million:  no  buyer  who  knows  his  stuff  would  pay 
half  that  amount. 

Roxse's  first  tenants  occupied  their  new  apartments  in 
early  1971.  The  Roxse  Board  and  the  Codman  Company,  the 
original  management  firm,  had  designed  a  pre-housing 
meeting  for  all  new  tenants.  Everyone  is  told  what  to  expect 
from  management  and  what  management  expects  from 
tenants.  Everyone  is  made  to  feel  special:  new  tenants  are 
told  they  are  "the  cream  of  the  crop."  It  is  all  very 
idealistic. 

By  the  end  of  1971,  most  of  the  200-odd  units  in  the  three 
story  buildings  on  Northampton,  Camden,  Kendall, 
Hammond  and  Warwick  Streets  were  occupied.  A  Tenant 
Council  was  formed,  and  its  main  concern  was  to  provide 
recreational  activities  for  Roxse  Tenants,  particularly  the 
children.  A  tenant  newsletter  was  distributed  periodically. 

As  is  the  case  when  everything  is  going  well,  tenant 
participation  was  low.  The  only  time  tenants  turned  out  en 
masse  was  when  management  called  the  mandatory  post- 


housing  meetings  because  they  were  unofficially  told  to 
"either  come  to  the  meetings  or  leave  Roxse." 

However,  the  winter  of  1971-72  clearly  demonstrated  to 
the  tenants  that  the  buildings  were  something  short  of 
perfect.  The  heating  system  and  the  hot  water  didn't  always 
work  well.  And  when  it  rained  or  snow  melted,  it  poured  into 
apartments  and  hallways.  In  some  cases,  waste  materials 
from  the  toilets  flooded  apartments  when  they  were 
flushed.  Still,  Roxse  was  better  than  most  places  from 
which  the  tenants  had  moved.  So  they  reported  the 
problems  to  management,  and  lived  on  management's 
word  that  the  contractor  would  take  care  of  it. 

Things  weren't  going  too  badly  until  word  got  around  in 
July  that  rents  were  going  to  be  raised  from  $25  to  $30  each 
apartment,  depending  on  the  apartment.  The  Tenant 
Council  called  an  emergency  meeting  and  requested  the 
presence  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  and  the  manager. 
The  word  was  confirmed  and  shock  and  panic  spread 
throughout  the  development.  . 

The  tenants  mobilized  support  within  Roxse  and  obtained 
legal  assistance.  They  demanded  tenant  representation  on 
the  Board  and  they  informed  everyone  including  the  Board, 
the  manager,  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  (HUD)  in  Boston  and  Washington, 
Congressional  representatives,  and  political  candidates, 
that  they  would  not  pay  the  increases,  and  that  they  would 
not  move. 

However,  the  Tenant  Council  also  tried  to  bail  Roxse  out 
by  requesting  refinancing  of  the  development.  They  sought 
investigations  by  Congress  and  HUD  into  the  practices  of 
the  Development  Corporation  of  America.  The  tenants  did 
not  want  to  destroy  Roxse  because  they  are  Roxse  ~  they 
wanted  to  save  it  and  themselves. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  it  was 
voted  to  seat  three  tenants  on  the  Board.  But  at  the  same 
meeting  the  Board  also  voted  to  give  up  Roxse  Homes.  The 
tenants  justifiably  felt  that  the  Board  had  sold  them  out,  but 
HUD  had  assured  the  tenants  that  rents  would  not  be 
raised. 

For  three  months,  Roxse  had  no  owner.  However,  HUD 
could  find  no  other  alternative.  In  the  opinion  of  many,  HUD 
had  put  feelers  out,  but  no  one  bit. 

HUD  therefore  resorted  to  the  Roxse  Board  of  Directors 
and  convinced  the  Board  members  that  the  most  feasible 
solution  was  for  the  Board  to  retain  control.  Part  of  the 
argument  was  that  HUD  would  be  forced  to  raise  the  rents 
as  much  as  $90.00  per  unit  to  make  the  project  attractive  to 
a  buyer,  and  to  make  repairs  that  would  be  neccesary  for 
resale.  The  majority  of  the  Board,  since  now  there  were 
three  tenant  members,  voted  to  keep  the  project. 

Apathy  has  set  in  among  the  tenants  since  they  won  their 
successful  struggle  against  the  rent  increase.  Barely  forty 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


His  Excellency,  Francis  W.  Sargent 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Dear  Governor  Sargent: 

The  South  End  Project  Area  Committee,  the  elected 
Urban  Renewal  committee  for  the  South  End  of 
Boston,  would  like  to  express  its  support  and  its 
appreciation  for  your  historic  decision  favoring  im- 
proved transit  and  opposing  further  expressway 
construction  within  Boston. 

Improved  public  transit  has  been  the  goal  of  South 
End  residents  for  years.  Replacement  of  the 
Washington  Street  Elevated  with  equivalent  high 
speed  service,  trolley  or  subway,  is  very  important  tor 
stabilization  of  the  South  End  as  a  residential  com- 
munity. Additional  stops  within  the  South  End  would 
serve  residents  now  adversely  affected  by  the  elevated 
but  not  served  by  it.  South  End  residents  will  continue 
to  support  and  fight  for  improved  public  trans- 
portation. 

Existing  Soutn  End  traffic  patterns  do  not  serve 
community  needs  adequately.  South  End  residents  are 
prepared  to  replan  the  local  and  arterial  street  net- 
work to  reduce  the  impact  of  through  traffic  on 
residential  streets  to  improve  the  local  circulation 
where  possible,  and  to  improve  the  appearance  of  the 
major  streets. 

South  End  residents  are  prepared  to  share  the  risks 
inherent  in  your  bold  new  policies.  South  Enders  will 
persistently  lobby  for  improved  transit  at  all  levels  of 
government  until  the  goals  you  have  outlined  are 
reached.  Belief  in  ourselves  is  nothing  new  to  us  -  it  is 
Ihis  belief  that  has  made  the  difference  through  all  the 
changes  which  have  occured  in  the  South  End. 
Sincerely, 

Karen  Gould,  Manager 

South  End  Project  Area  Committee 

Estimado  Gobernador  Sargent: 

El  South  End  Project  Area  Committee,  el  elegido 
Comit^  de  Renovaciifti  Urbana  para  el  South  End  de 
Boston  desean  expresar  su  apoyo  y  aprecio  por  su 
histdrica  decisi()n  en  favor  del  mejoramiento  del 
transito  y  oposicidn  a  la  construccion  del  expressway 
dentro  del  a'rea  de  Boston. 

El  mejoramiento  del  tr^sito  publico  ha  sido  la  meta 
de  los  residentes  del  South  End  por  aSos.  El  reemplazo 
del  Elevado  de  la  calle  Washington  por  un  equivalente 
servicio  rapido,  troley  o  transporte  subterraneo  es 
muy  importante  para  la  estabilizacion  del  South  End 
como  una  comunidad  residencial.  Paraderos 
adicionales  en  el  South  End  podri'an  servir  mejor  a  los 
residentes  que  son  afectados  en  la  actualidad  por  el 
elevado  en  lugar  de  ser  servidos  por  este  medio  de 
locomoci(Jn.  Los  residentes  del  South  End  continuaran 
apoyando  y  peleando  por  el  mejoramiento  del  trans- 
porte publico. 

Los  modelos  de  trafico  existentes  en  el  South  End  no 
sirven  adecuadamente  a  las  necesidades  de  la 
comunidad.  Los  residentes  del  South  End  estan 
preparados  a  planear  de  nuevo  el  trabajo  que  soportan 
las  calles  locales  y  arterial  es  con  el  objeto  de  reducir  el 
impacto  del  trSfico  por  las  calles  residenciales  y 
mejorar  la  circulacion  local  hasta  donde  sea  posible,  al 
igual  que  la  apariencia  de  las  principales  calles. 

Los  residentes  del  South  End  estdn  preparados  a 
compartir  los  riesgos  inherentes  a  su  nueva  politica. 
Creer  en  nosotros  mismos  no  es  nada  nuevo  ■  es  esta 
creencia  que  ha  hecho  diferente  todos  los  cambios  que 
han  ocurrido  en  el  South  End. 

Sinceramente 
Karen  Gould,  Administradora 
South  End  Project  Area  Committee 

There  Is  An  Alternative  School.. 

If  you're  looking  for  a  better  school  in  the  South  End, 
now'there  s  a  new  alternative  school  for  children  aged 
five  to  eight.  The  Row  House  School  is  a  parent  co- 
operative with  an  open  classroom  plan.  For  more  m- 
formation,  call  536-0279. 

HAY  UNA  ESCUELA  ALTEKNA 
Si  usted  esta  buscando  una  mejor  escuela  en  el  South 
End,  ahora  hay  una  nueva  escuela  alterna  para  nmos 
entre  las  edades  de  cinco  a  ocho  atlos. 

U  Escuela  Row  House  es  una  cooperativa  de  padres 
de  familia  con  un  salo'n  de  clases  abierto  como  parte 
del  plan.  Para  mas  informacion  llamar  al  536-0279. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tenants  turned  out  to  elect  their  new  Tenant  Council  officers 
and  the  tenant  representatives  to  the  Roxse  Board  of 
Directors.  . ,      „  , 

The  problems  of  leaks,  roaches,  no  sidewalks,  etc.  stiU 
remain  and  must  t>e  dealt  with.  The  commitment  to  ftoxse 
Homes  on  the  part  of  the  tenants  and  on  the  part  of  the 
BRA  and  HUD  needs  to  be  renewed. 

If  Roxse  is  to  become  "the  place  to  live  better,  as  once 
was  hoped,  for  low  and  "moderate-  income  families,  a  way 
must  be  found  to  keep  rents  down.  The  facU  must  be  faced 
by  the  B.R.A.  and  HUD,  that  they  in  fact  approved  the 
buildings  for  occupancy  which  were  and  are.  to  say  the 
least  shoddy  in  construction.  Operating  costs  are  presently 
projected  at  more  than  $425,000  annually.  If  those  costs  rise 
appreciably,  the  operation  of  the  project  will  need  to  be 
subsidized,  or  rents  will  be  priced  out  of  the  range  of  most  of 
the  tenants.  ,  ^ .  . 

The  position  that  HUD  has  taken  in  regards  to  rent  is  that 
Roxse  rents  are  lower  than  those  in  similar  other  new 
housing  developments.  While  tiiat  may  be  ti-ue,  they  are 
nevertheless  too  high.  Already,  those  tenants  who  do  not 
come  under  the  Boston  Housing  Authority's  Leased 
Housing  Program  are  paying  up  to  75  per  cent  of  their  in- 
come in  rent.  In  a  time  of  frozen  wages  and  soaring  food 
prices,  tenants  simply  cannot  afford  to  pay  any  more  than 
they  already  are!  The  median  income  for  Blacks  in  Boston 
is  less  than  $7,000.  At  Roxse.  the  rents  range  from  $125  for  a 
one-bedroom  unit  to  $188  for  a  four-bedroom  unit. 

What  is  "reasonable"  in  the  eyes  of  HUD  and  the 
management  company  is  not  seen  as  reasonable  in  the  eyes 
of  the  tenants.  "Reasonable"  is  what  is  affordable  without 
strain;  or  at  least  without  TOO  much  strain. 

At  one  point  HUD  also  tried  to  convince  the  Board  to  raise 
the  income  levels  for  tenants.  This  avenue  must  also  be 
abandoned  -  or  else  Roxse  will  be  a  development  for  middle 
and  upper  income  people.  The  Board  needs  to  keep  this  fact 
in  sight  -  that  while  their  commitment  is  to  keep  the  project 
operable,  it  is  to  do  so  for  the  Roxse  residents,  and  not  at  the 
expense  of  the  Roxse  residents. 

Another  argument  advanced  by  HUD  was  conversion  of 
Roxse  to  a  cooperative.  This  would  have  protected  no  one 
but  the  banks.  Any  research  on  cooperatives  shows  that 
they  do  not  work  well  unless  they  have  been  designed 
originally  as  cooperatives.  In  the  case  of  Roxse  Homes,  the 
tenants  as  a  group  would  be  responsible  for  more  than  $9,5 
million  in  mortgage  that  no  one  else  wants,  as  well  as 
operating  costs.  As  these  operating  costs  soar,  the  tenants 
would  find  it  necessary  to  raise  their  own  rents,  move  out, 
or  go  into  mortgage  default. 

Besides  an  operating  income  subsidy,  funds  are  needed  to 
maintain  an  office  to  provide  human  services  and  coun- 
selling. Roxse  residents  are  no  different  than  other  poor 
people  -  they  have  problems  galore.  When  complete,  Roxse 
Homes  will  have  a  population  of  1,500.  That  figure  alone 
demonsti-ates  a  need  for  services. 

A  mechanism  should  be  set  up  whereby  the  residents  can 
be  ti-ained  in  tenant  management,  so  that  eventually 
management  of  Roxse  Homes  will  be  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  have  the  most  at  stake  in  its  success.  The  management 
income  is  5  per  cent  of  the  gross  rents.  This  is  over  $33,000  a 
year  at  present.  It  is  adequate  to  pay  the  salaries  of  two  or 
three  management  personnel,  with  an  excess  to  be  used  for 
the  community's  benefit. 

However,  tenant  management  in  many  instances  has 
failed  due  to  lack  of  training.  A  Task  Force  should  be  set  up 
and  trained  in  property  management  and  human  relations 
over  a  two-year  period,  During  that  time  the  trainees  could 
become  apprentices  either  with  the  current  Roxse 
management  or  with  other  similar  developments  in 
Boston. 

The  Task  Force  should  also  begin  to  train  residents  to 
form  a  Security  Patrol.  There  will  be  no  effective  security 
in  the  community  until  the  residents  control  the  en- 
forcement. The  Boston  Police  Department  is  noticeably 
absent  from  the  area  of  Roxse. 

In  addition,  the  Task  Force  could  begin  to  set  up  a  T.V, 
and-or  Radio  station  within  Roxse. 

For  everything  outiined  above  to  be  implemented,  the 
Tenant  Council  must  be  activated  and  trained  to  look  at 
long-range  and  short-range  goals.  The  Board  must  exert  its 
leadership  and  co-operate  with  the  tenants.  The  interests 
and  goals  of  the  two  groups  must  be  the  same. 

Proposals  must  be  written  and  funds  must  be  sought  in 
order  to  begin  to  implement  some  of  the  ideas  that  have 
been  outlined.  The  commitments  of  the  owners  and 
residents  must  be  renewed. 

Roxse  Homes  is  symbolic  of  a  program  that  was  designed 
to  fail  -  a  program  of  providing  affordable  housing  for  poor 
people.  If  any  part  of  that  program  is  to  succeed,  the  federal 
government  -  particularly  the  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  (HUD)  and  the  local  redevelopment 
authorities,  in  this  instance  the  B.R.A.  -  must  be  willing  to 
expend  demonstration  funds  so  that  the  projects  may  be 
salvaged.  The  profiteering  developers  are  gone:  only  the 
management  companies  are  left  to  make  any  type  of  profit. 

If  a  method  is  not  devised  to  salvage  developments  like 
Roxse,  the  goals  of  urban  renewal  will  have  gone  down  the 
drain.  Roxse  is  mortgaged  for  forty  years.  Without  the  very 
best  maintenance.  without  extensive  physical 
rehabilitation  and  ongoing  concern  on  the  part  of  the 
residents,  Roxse.  and  other  developments  like  it,  will  be  in 
worse  condition  in  ten  years  than  the  slums  that  were  razed 
to  make  room  for  it.  If  this  is  allowed  to  happen,  urban 
renewal  will  be  viewed  in  retrospect  as  a  colossal  failure 
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OPEN  LETTER  TO  SOUTH  END  RESIDENTS 
RE:  D.C.A.  INFILL  HOUSING 

The  Infill  Tenant  SelecUon  Committee  for  the  South  End 
and  SEPAC  are  very  concerned  about  the  current  and 
future  status  of  South  End  Infill  housing.  I  am  writing  to 
explain  that  concern  and  to  urge  your  participation  m  ac- 
tions planned  to  meet  the  Infill  crisis. 

As  many  South  End  agencies  and  residents  know  by  now, 
the  Development  Corporation  of  America  (DCA)  has  been 
constructing  80  units  of  3,  4,  and  5  bedroom  housing  at 
scattered  sites  in  the  South  End.  The  Boston  Housmg 
Authority  is  now  holding  over  200  applications  for  these 
apartments.  No  one  who  knows  this  community  doubts  the 
serious  need  for  this  housing.  However,  the  InfiU  program 
is  now  more  than  a  year  behind  schedule.  DCA  has  suffered 
financial  setbacks  and  undergone  a  major  staff 
reorganization.  There  is  serious  doubt  now  that  DCA  can  or 
will  complete  this  housing. 

SEPAC  is  presently  seeking  a  City  Council  hcarmg  on  the 
IntiU  program.  This  letter  is  an  effort  to  obtain  community 
views  on  Infill  and  to  urge  all  interested  parties  to  help  m 
meeHng  the  housing  needs  of  the  South  End.  The  foUowmg 
is  a  list  of  specif  ic  concerns  on  which  your  ideas  and  support 
would  be  valuable: 

1)  the  need  for  large  tamily,  low  income  housing  in  the 
South  End; 

2)  concern  over  the  long  delay  m  completing  the  Iniui 
housing; 

3)  recommendations  that  a  new  and  more  reliable 
developer  be  found  to  complete  the  Infill  program,  in- 
cluding any  suggested  developer; 

4)  any  opinion  about  the  type  of  construction  used  m  the 
Infill  program;  and  its  compatibiUty  with  adjacent  ar- 
chitecture; 

5)  any  suggestions  for  the  completion,  alteration,  or 
demolition  or  replacement  of  specific  Infill  sites; 

6)  a  commitment  to  testify  at  a  City  Council  Hearing  on 
this  subject. 

Of  course,  you  are  welcome  to  add  other  comments  if  you 

wish. 

Please  address  all  responses  to  this  letter  to: 
Karen  Gould 
SEPAC 

557  Tremont  St. 
Boston,  Mass.  02118 

As  a  member  of  the  Infill  Tenant  Selection  Committee 
and  as  Director  of  SNAP  Housing.  I  think  it  is  essential  that 
the  South  End  have  a  successful  Infill  program.  We  should 
not  settle  for  less.  Your  response  to  this  letter  and  any  other 
assistance  you  can  offer  will  aid  this  community  and  will 
bring  new  decent  housing  closer  for  so  many  families  who 
have  already  waited  too  long. 

Thank  you  for  your  help. 

Sincerely, 

Edward  G.  Mahoney 
Director,  SNAP  Housing 
Member,  InfUl  Tenant 
Selection  Committee 


CARTA  ABIERTA  A  LOS  RESIDENTES  DEL  SOUTH 
END  ,  ,  o  .. 

El  Comit^  Infill  de  Seleccion  de  Inquilmos  para  el  South 
End  y  SEPAC  estan  muy  interesados  por  el  estado  presente 
y  futuro  de  las  viviendas  Infill  del  South  End.  Les  escribo  la 
presente  para  explicarles  ese  intere's  y  pedirles  a  todos 
ustedes  que  participen  en  las  actividades  planeadas  para 
contrarrestar  la  crisis  de  estas  viviendas. 

Como  muchas  agendas  y  residentes  del  South  End  saben 
ya.  la  Development  Corporation  of  America  (DCA)  ha 
estado  construyendo  80  unidades  de  3,4,  y  5  dormitories  en 
diferentes  lugares  del  South  End.  Boston  Housing  Authority 
tiene  en  la  actualidad  mas  de  200  aplicaciones  de  familias 
interesadas  en  ocupar  estos  apartamentos.  Nadie  que 
conoce  esta  comunidad  duda  de  la  seria  necesidad  que 
representa  esto-viviendas.  Sin  embargo  el  programa  InfUl 
tiene  un  retrazo  de  mas  de  un  aTfo  de  acuerdo  con  el  con- 
trato.  DPA  ha  sufrido  problemas  financieros  y  la 
reorganizaciiJn  del  personal.  Hay  gran  duda  de  que  DCA 
pueda  terminar  estas  viviendas. 

SEPAC  esta  buscando  la  manera  que  el  Concejo  Edil  de 
la  Ciudad  proceda  a  reaUzar  una  Audiencia  Publica  acerca 
del  Programa  Infill.  Esta  carta  tiene  por  objeto  obtener  los 
puntos  de  vista  de  la  comunidad  acerca  del  programa  Infill 
y  pide  a  todas  las  partes  interesadas  en  ayudar  a  reunir  las 
necesidades  que  se  derivan  de  las  viviendas  del  South  End. 
La  siguiente  es  una  lista  de  intereses  especificos  en  los 
cuales  sus  ideas  y  apoyo  ser^n  invalorables: 

1)  la  necesidad  que  tienen  las  familias  numerosas  de 
encontrar  viviendas  m^dicas  en  el  South  End. 

2)  preocupaciifn  por  la  larga  demora  en  completar  las 
viviendas  Infill; 

3)  recomendaciones  para  hallar  una  nueva  y  competente 
flrma  constructora  que  se  haga  cargo  de  completar  el 
programa  Infill;  incluyendo  algunas  sugerencias  o  nom- 
bres  de  firmas  constructoras ;  ^ 

4)  alguna  opiniijn  acerca  del  tipo  de  construccion  usada 
en  el  programa  Infill;  y  su  compatibilidad  con  la 
arquitectura  adyacente;  ^ 

5)  algunas  sugerencias  para  la  finalizacion,  alteracion  o 
demolicio'n  o  reemplazo  de  lugares  especificos  para  esta 
clase  de  viviendas  (Infill); 

6)  preparar  puntos  especificos  para  testificar  en  la 
Audiencia  del  Concejo  Edil  de  la  Ciudad  sobre  esta  materia. 

Si  usted  tiene  otros  comentarios  y  desea  adherirlos  seran 
muy  bien  recibidos. 

Todas  las  respuestas  a  esta  carta  deben  ser  dirigidas  a: 
Karen  Gould,  SEPAC,  557  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  02118. 

Como  miembro  del  Comite'  Infill  de  Seleccio'n  de 
Inquilinos  y  como  Director  de  Viviendas  en  SNAP,  creo  que 
es  esencial  que  el  South  End  tenga  un  exitoso  programa 
Infill.  Nosotros  no  cederemos  por  menos.  Su  respuesta  a 
esta  carta  y  alguna  otra  ayuda  que  usted  pueda  ofrecer  a 
esta  comunidad  a  conseguir  nuevas  y  decentes  viviendas 
para  las  muchas  familias  que  en  la  actualidad  estan 
esperando  por  mucho  tiempo,  sera  muy  apreciado. 

Gracias  por  su  ayuda 
Sinceramente 
Edward  G.  Mahiney 
Director,  SNAP  Housing 
Member,  Infill  Tenant  Selection  Committee. 


'ROXSE:  El  Lugar  para  Vivir  Me/or?' 


por  Rayleen  Bay  Craig. 


(Acerca  del  autor:  Rayleen  Bay  Craig  es  una  de  las 
inquilinas  elegida  para  integrar  la  Junta  Directiva  de 
Roxse,  tambien  es  Secretaria  Nacional  de  la  Organizacion 
Nacional  de  Inquilinos.  Ella  es  Asistente  en  los  editoriales 
del  periodico  Bay  State  Banner- 
La  Sra.  Craig  es  residente  de  los  Hogares  Roxse  desde 
Agosto  de  1971.  Esta  casada  con  Amziah  Craig,  Asistente 
del  Director  de  Bromley  Heath  Tenant  Management 
Corporation  y  es  madre  de  tres  hijas). 

Lower  Roxbury  tiene  ahora  varias  nuevas  unidades  de 
casas  que  fueron  construi'das  como  un  esfuerzo  de 
renovacion  con  el  propcSsito  de  finalizar  con  la  rufna  ur- 
bana.  Roxse  Homes,  Inc.  un  complejo  de  13  edificios 
limitado  por  la  calle  Tremont  y  la  Avenida  Shawmut  es 
parte  de  este  numeroso  grupo  de  casas  de  apartamentos. 
Sus  pisos  son  probablemento  tipicos. 

Roxse  Homes  tiene  364  unidades  de  baja  y  moderada 
renta  que  fueron  disenados  en  1968  para  ser  "el  lugar  para 
vivir  mejor"  por  los  miembros  de  la  Directiva.  EstS  for- 
mada  por  representantes  de  varias  iglesias  y  agencias  de  la 
comunidad  del  South  End  y  el  limbo  de  Roxbury  conocido 
como  Lower  Roxbury. 

Con  toda  justicia  a  los  miembros  de  la  Directiva  se  les 
debe  acreditar  esta  sincera  motivacirfn.  Patrocinadores  de 
viviendas  que  no  rinden  utilidades,  tampoco  hacen  dinero. 
Es  asi  como  los  miembros  de  la  Directiva  actual  alguno  de 
ellos  que  ban  servido  desde  el  comienzo  no  ban  sido  ailn 
reembolsados  por  los  gastos  que  estas  actividades  les  ban 
ocasionado.  La  Directiva  simplemente  quiere  proporcionar 
viviendas  decentes  para  la  gente  pobre. 

Desafortunadamente  los  primeros  miembros  de  la 
Directiva  no  sabian  nada  acerca  de  construccion  de 
viviendas  y  fueron  vfctimas  de  aventureros  constructores 
responsables  de  las  deficiencias  de  la  mayoria  de  las 


nuevas  viviendas  de  Boston ;  el  Development  Corporation  of 
America  -  D.C.A.  La  Directiva  actual  algunas  vec^ 
aument<f  el  niSmero  de  sus  miembros  con  el  objeto  de  inclmr 
personas  con  experiencia  en  la  compra  y  venta  de  casas. 
Sin  embargo  fue  muy  tarde.  El  financiamiento  de  ROXSE 
Homes  fue  de  9.5  millones  de  dolares:  ningun  comprador 
que  conociese  este  negocio  pagarfa  la  mitad  de  esta  can- 
tidad. 

Los  primeros  inquilinos  de  Roxse  ocuparon  sus  nuevos 
apartamentos  al  comienzo  de  1971.  La  Directiva  de  Roxse  v 
la  CompaSfa  Codman  firma  original  a  cargo  de  las 
viviendas  habfan  llamado  a  una  reunitfn  previa  a  la  enb-ega 
de  casas  a  los  nuevos  inquilinos.  Todos  fueron Jnformados 
acerca  de  lo  que  deberfan  esperar  de  la  Companfa  Codman 
y  esta  lo  que  esperaba  de  los  inquilinos.  Cada  uno  se  sintio 
especial:  los  nuevos  inquilinos  fueron  informados  que  ellos 
eran  "la  primicia  de  la  cosecha".  Todo  esto  muy 
idealfstico, 

Al  tinalizar  1971  la  mayoria  de  las  200  unidades  de  los  tres 
editicios  en  las  calles  Northampton,  Camden,  Kendall, 
Hammond  y  Warwick  estuvieron  ocupados.  Un  Consejo  de 
Inquilinos  fue  formado  y  su  princip^  interns  fue  proveer 
actividades  recreacionales  a  los  inquilinos  de  Roxse  par- 
ticularmente  a  los  niflos.  Un  boletfn  de  los  inquilinos  fue 
distribui'do  periotiicamente. 

Como  sucede  en  todos  los  cases  cuando  todo  va  bien,  la 
participaci^n  de  los  inquilinos  fue  mfnima.  La  unica  vez  que 
estos  acudieron  en  pleno  fue  cuando  la  Administracion 
Uamo  a  una  reuniSn  obligatoria  en  la  cual  fueron 
notificados  no  oficialmente  por  supuesto  que  "deberfan 
asistir  a  las  reuniones  o  dejar  Roxse".  ^ 

Sin  embargo  en  el  inviemo  de  1971-72  quedo  demostrado 
claramente  a  los  inquilinos  que  los  edificios  no  eran  per- 
fectos.  El  sistema  de  calefacci^n  y  el  agua  caliente  no 
siempre  trabajaban  bien.  Cuando  Uovfa  o  nevaba  goteaba 
rContinued  on  Page  4) 


Community  Responds 


To  the  SEP  AC  Newsletter: 

As  a  representative  from  SEP  AC  serving  on  the  D.C.A. 
Infill  Tenant  Selection  Committee,  and  as  a  concerned 
resident  of  the  South  End,  I  am  horrified  by  D.C.  A.'s  impact 
on  the  South  End. 

There  has  been  no  effective  supervision  of  D.C.A. 's 
progress  on  the  building  sites  by  any  government  agency: 
the  B.R.A.,  the  City  Building  Department,  etc.  Legal  action 
should  have  been  taken  over  a  year  ago  by  these  agencies. 
The  housing  was  not  at  that  time  being  built  according  to 
the  plans  approved  by  SEPAC;  now  it  is  not  being  built. 

The  vacated,  unprotected  construction  sites,  with  half 
finished  buildings,  are  a  menace  and  an  insult  to  the  whole 
community,  both  physically  and  visually. 

But  the  real  crime  of  the  Development  Corporation  of 
America  is  its  unfulfilled  promise  to  build  badly  needed 
housing  in  our  community.  The  situation  has  been  allowed 
by  the  authorities  to  deteriorate  beyond  belief,  and  the  only 
solution  can  be  to  tear  the  buildings  down,  and  try  again. 
Somewhere  there  must  be  a  developer  competent  to  un- 
dertake successful  government  funded  low  cost  housing.  I 
would  like  to  see  it  built. 

Mrs.  Veola  Canada 


Como  representante  del  SEPAC  en  el  Comite  Infill  de 
Seleccio'n  de  Inquilinos  del  D.C.A.  y  como  residente  con- 
ciente  del  South  End  estoy  horrorizado  por  el  impacto  del 
D.C.A.  en  el  South  End. 

No  ha  habido  una  efectiva  supervision  del  progreso  del 
D.C.A.  en  los  lugares  donde  se  construyen  los  edificios  por 
parte  de  ninguna  agenda  del  gobiemo:  B.R.A.  el  Depaj- 
tamento  de  Edificios  de  la  Ciudad,  etc.  Acciin  legal  debena 
haber  sido  impuesta  un  ano  atras  por  estas  agendas.  Las 
viviendas  no  fueron  en  esa  epoca  construidas  de  acuerdo  a 
los  pianos  aprobados  por  SEPAC;  en  la  actualidad  no  han 
sido  constru'dos.  ^ 

Los  lugares  vacantes,  sin  proteccion  alguna  con  la  mitad 
de  los  edificios  terminados  son  una  amenaza  y  un  insulto 
para  toda  la  comunidad,  ffsica  y  visualmente. 

Pero  el  crimen  real  del  Development  Corporation  of 
America  es  su  promesa  no  cumplida  al  construir  malas 
viviendas.  La  situaci({n  ha  sido  permitida  por  las 
autoridades  deteriorando  la  creencia  y  la  ttnica  solucion 
puede  ser  la  destruccio'n  de  estos  edificios  para  volverlos  a 
edificar.  En  algiin  lugar  debe  haber  una  constructora 
competente  que  edifique  viviendas  baratas  financiadas 
exitosamente  por  el  gobiemo.  Me  gustaria  verlas  construir. 

Sra.  Veola  Canada 


Miss  Karen  Gould 
SEPAC  Newsletter 

Dear  Miss  Gould: 

In  response  to  the  SNAP  request  for  the  expression  of 
community  opinion  about  the  DCA  Infill  Program.  I  would 
like  to  call  to  your  attention  the  following  petition  signed  by 
fifty-four  residents  of  Rutland  St.,  and  delivered  to  repre- 
sentatives of  DCA,  the  BRA,  and  the  Mayor's  Office  last 
summer: 

We  the  undersigned,  object  to  the  Infill  housmg  unit  at  74- 
76  Rutland  Street.  We  would  like  the  half-completed 
structure  torn  down  and  to  have,  in  its  place,  a  playground- 
park  for  our  children. 

We  feel  our  demand  is  legitimate  for  the  following 
reasons: 

1)  It  is  our  sh-eet. 

2)  Our  children  have  no  place  to  play.  Within  the  last  four 
years,  three  children  have  been  hit  by  cars  because  the 
street  is  their  only  play  area. 

3)  The  present  structure  is  ugly  and  does  not  resemble  the 
original  infill  housing  plan. 

4)  The  structure  is  poorly  constructed  and  the  site  is  a 
hazard  to  neighborhood  children  (the  children  use  it  as  a 
play  area  because  they've  no  other  place  to  play). 

As  of  now,  six  months  later,  this  site  remains  derelict, 
and  neighborhood  opposition  to  the  project  is  greatly  in- 
tensified. In  contrast  to  this  preposterous  affair,  Rutland 
Street  has  seen  many  successful  rehabilitations,  both  public 
and  private.  We  propose  that,  instead  of  throwing  good 
money  after  bad  by  attempting  to  pursue  the  DCA  Infill 
Program,  the  BRA  should  direct  the  same  money  into 
rehabilitating  some  of  the  numerous  remaining  derelict 
buildings  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  corner  of  Rutland 
and  Tremont  Streets.  This  would  produce  more  and  better 
public  housing  than  DCA  or  any  other  infill  developer  can 
promise  our  neighborhood,  and  would  provide  also  open 
space  for  a  much  needed  park.  Several  residents  of  the 
block  have  expressed  interest  in  organizing  such  a  local 
housing  development.  Michael  Foisom 

66  Rutland  St. 


Querida  Srta.  Gould: 

Respondiendo  al  pedido  hecho  por  SNAP  con  el  objeto  de 
que  la  comunidad  exprese  sus  opiniones  acerca  del 
Programa  Infill  de!  D.C.A.  me  gustarfa  Ilamar  su  atend(Sn 
para  pedirle  publique  la  siguiente  peticii^n  firmada  por 
cincuentaicuatro  residentes  de  la  calle  Rutland  y  que  fue 
entregada  a  los  representantes  de  DCA,  el  BRA  y  la  Oficina 
del  Alcalde  el  verano  pasado: 

Nosotros,  los  aba  jo  firmantes  no  estamos  de  acuerdo  con 
la  unidad  de  vivienda  infill  situada  en  el  74-76  de  la  calle 
Rutland.  Nos  gustarfa  ver  destrui'da  esta  estructura  que 
qued6  a  medio  construir  y  tener  en  su  lugar  un  parque  con 
5rea  de  juego  para  nuestros  hijos. 


Infill  Prototype  on  East  Springfield  Street 


Creemos  que  nuestra  demanda  es  legitima  por  las 
siguientes  razones: 

1)  Es  nuestra  calle. 

2)  Nuestros  hijos  no  tienen  un  lugar  donde  jugar.  En  estos 
cuatro  ultimos  aRos.  tres  ninos  han  sido  atropellados  por 
carros,  porque  la  calle  es  la  6nica  ^rea  de  juego. 

3)  La  presente  estructura  es  fea  y  no  se  parece  al  piano 
original  de  las  viviendas  infill. 

4)  La  estructura  esta  constrmda  pobremente  y  el  lugar  es 
un  peligro  para  los  niffos  de  la  vecindad  (los  ninos  lo  usan 
como  ^rea  de  juego  porque  no  tienen  otro  lugar  donde 
jugar.) 

Hasta  el  presente,  seis  meses  despues,  este  sitio  per- 
manece  abandonado  y  la  oposicion  de  la  vecindad  al 
proyecto  se  est^  intensificando.  En  contraste  con  este 
absurdo  asunto.  la  calle  Rutland  ha  visto  muchas  exitosas 
remodelaciones  tanto  privadas  como  publicas. 

Proponemos  que  en  lugar  de  votar  el  dinero  comprando  el 
Programa  Infill  DCA,  el  BRA  deberia  usar  dicho  dinero 
para  rehabilitar  algunos  de  los  numerosos  edificios 
abandonados  en  las  cercanfas  de  las  calles  Rutland  y 
Tremont.  Esto  traerfa  como  consecuencia  mas  y  mejores 
viviendas  publicas  que  ni  DCA  o  alguna  otra  firma  cons- 
tructora podrfa  prometer  a  nuestra  vecindad  y  ademas 
habn'a  espacio  para  parques.  ^ 

Varies  residentes  de  la  cuadra  han  expresado  interes  en 
organizarse  como  un  desarroUo  de  viviendas  local. 

Michael  Fotsom 
66  Rutland  St. 

To:  SEPAC  Newsletter 

From:  Kenneth  Brown,  Executive  Director,  United  South 
End  Settlements 

In  response  to  your  request  for  community  reaction  to, 
Infill  Housing,  U.S.E.S.  staff  discussed  this  subject  with  26 
community  residents  over  the  past  two  weeks. 

There  seemed  to  be  general  consensus  that  the  concept  of 
filling  in  ugly  vacant  lots  with  much  needed  housing  for 
large  families  is  very  valid  and  necessary  in  addition  to 
rehabilitation  of  existing  units  and  construction  of  Public 
Housmg. 

Some  people  felt  that  a  fcertain  quantity  of  vacant  lots 
should  be  designed  for  tot-lots  and  small  playgrounds. 

Few  people  were  familiar  with  D.C.A.  or  connect  the 
problems  associated  with  present  Infill  Housing  with 
D.C.A.  They  blame  "BRA"  or  "HUD"  or  "The  City"  for  the 
problems  of 

1)  Poor  construction 

2)  Lack  of  quality  in  materials  used  (particularly  the 
"scored"  cincerblocks  were  criticized) 

3)  Delays  in  completion 

4)  Buildings  unsupervised,  wide  open  to  children  and  a 
serious  safety  hazard 

5)  Obstruction  of  sidewalks 

6)  Broken  glass  presents  serious  safety  hazard. 
Opinions  varied  a  great  deal  about  the  architectural 

characteristics  of  present  Infill  Units.  Most  people  were 
extremely  negative,  some  expressed  the  opinion  that  no 
new  housing  would  blend  with  existing  housing. 

Most  South  End  residents  expressed  deep  concern  about 
the  extraordinary  delays. 


The  South  End  community  bosed  its  acceptance  and  approval  of  the  Development  Corporation  of  Americo  s  Infill  Housing  plans 
on  this  prototype.  Note  the  quality  of  the  work,  the  detail  of  the  joint  of  the  new  building  to  the  old,  and  the  simplicity  of  the 
single  material  brick  facade.  Compare  this  with  what  D.C.A.  has  built,  or  refer  to  the  July-August  issue  of  the  SEPAC  Newsletter. 


FROM  THE  BOSTONREDEVELOPMENTAUTMORITY 

The  foUowing  staff  and  organizaUonal  changes  at  the 
Bo?ton  Redevelopment  Authority  ^PP™--"  "S"  '"^ 
Board  at  its  meeting  of  November  30,  1972, 

Jim  Derba  the  Project  Director,  is  movmg  back  to  the 
AuttorUy  s  central  offices  at  City  Hall  to  establish  a  Con- 
smTction  Review  and  Coordination  Department, 

A^sumine  Mr  Derba 's  position  as  South  End  Project 
DiJfctoTis  MaUhew  Currie  whose  primary  functions  will 
Sde  project  Coordinator,  Community  Liaison,  and 

°T  S'c'ame  to  the  Authority  in  1965,  where  he 
wo^edTthe  ^Tnsportation  Planning  and  Engi^eenng 
S^J^rtaents  Ii^Tddition  to  his  responsibilities  as  Project 
Se"  for  the  Washington  Park  and  (^mpus  High 
he  became  the  Project  Director  of  Washmgton 
rXn'mO.  He  brings  to  the  South  End  a  thorough 
familiarity  with  Authority  policies  and  procedures,  and  an 
Suable  sense  of  humor,  both  of  which  sho-Jd  sen^e  turn 
well  during  the  coming  months.  I  am  certam  that  members 
Taermmunity,  along  with  the  Site  Of «  St^f^- 
Mr  Curry  a  warm  welcome,  and  will  assist  in  every 
^ssibleWay  to  familiarize  him  with  the  pressmg  problems 
Md  promising  potentials  of  the  Project  Area^ 

Finally,  the  combined  implementation  of  the 
Ctarleslo™.  South  End,  Washington  P"k.  Campus  High, 
Mil,  Model  Cities  Renewal  Projects,  ^^the  Ne^h 
borhood  Development  Programs,  plf  elated  staff  tunc 
Hons,  will  be  imder  the  direction  of  the  Department  of 
Community  Development. 

A  LOS  PADRES  DE  FAMILIA  DEL  SOUTH  END 

Estarfan  interesados  en  enrolar  a  sus  hijos  en  un 
programa  de  actividades  despues  de  clases? 

La  YWCA  del  South  End  situado  en  el  227  de  la  Shawmut 
Avenue  tiene  un  programa  disponible  para  los  niiios  de 
edadescolar  (Grades  1-6)  de  3:00  P.M.  a  5:00 P.M.  delunes 

^  Artery  Oticios,  juegos,  canciones  y  especial  ayuda  en 
repaso  de  los  cursos  de  la  escuela  seran  dados  por  un 
maestro  y  voluntarios. 

Enrole  a  su  hijo  ahora !  La  cuota  sera  de  $1 .50  por  clase  o  5 
dolares  semanales  por  estudiante. 

Llame  o  visile  la  YWCA  del  South  End  para  mas  in- 
formacion. 

SOUTH  END  YWCA 

SHAWMUT  NEIGHBORHOOD  CENTER 

277  SHAWMUT  AVENUE 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02118  ,  , 

PARA  INSCRIBIRSE  POR  CORREO  LLENE  LA 
SIGUIENTE  APLICACION  Y  ENVIELA 


NOTICE  TO  SOUTH  END  PARENTS 

Would  you  be  interested  in  enrolling  your  child  in  an  after 
school  activities  program? 

The  South  End  YWCA  at  277  Shawmut  Avenue  has  a 
program  available  for  children  of  grammar  school  age 
(Grades  1-6)  from  3:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

Arts  and  crafts,  games,  songs  and  special  help  with 
school  work  will  be  provided  by  a  teacher  and  volunteers. 

Enroll  your  child  now !  Fees  will  be  $1.50  for  each  session 
attended  on  a  drop-in  basis  of  $5.00  a  week  per  child. 
Call  or  visit  the  South  End  YWCA  for  more  information. 
South  End  YWCA 
Shawmut  Neighborhood  Center 
277  Shawmut  Avenue 
Boston,  Mass.  02118 
426-6660 

To  register  by  mail  fill  out  the  following  form  and  mail 
Name  of  child  or  children- 


Name  of  Parent- 


Phone  

In  case  of  emergency:  Address- 


Name  of  person  if  not  Parent- 


Amount  enclosed  

for  number  of  children 

to  be  enrolled  for  

(specify  days  or  weeks). 


^Continued  from  page  2) 

dentro  de  los  apartamentos  y  pasadizos.  En  algunos  cases 
los  desperdlcios  de  los  desagUes  de  los  servicios  higienicos 
inundaban  los  apartamentos  cuando  se  hacfa  funcionar  los 
toilets  Todavfa  Roxse  en  esas  condiciones  era  mucho 
mejor  que  los  lugares  que  los  inquilinos  habfan  dejado.  De 
tal  manera  que  ellos  reportaban  los  problemas  a  la  ad- 
ministraci(in  v  confiaban  en  la  palabra  del  admmistrador 
que  el  contratista  arreglarfa  los  desperfectos. 

Las  cosas  no  iban  tan  mal  hasta  que  se  enteraron  que  en 
Julio  las  rentas  iban  a  subir  de  25  a  30  dolares  de  acuerdo  al 
apartamento.  El  Consejo  de  Inquilinos  llamd  a  una  reunion 
de  emergencia  y  requirio  la  presencia  del  Presidente  de  la 
Directiva  y  del  Administrador.  El  rumor  fue  confirmado  y 
el  golpe  y  el  p^nico  se  esparci5  por  toda  la  vecindad. 

Los  inquilinos  se  mobilizaron  y  consiguieron  el  apoyo 
necesario  dentro  del  Roxse  y  obtuvieron  asistencia  legal. 
Ellos  demandaron  representacion  de  los  inquilinos  en  la 
Junta  Directiva  e  informaron  a  cada  uno  incluyendo  a  la 
Directiva,  Admmistrador,  al  Departamento  de  Vivienda  y 
DesarroUo  Urbano  (HUD)  de  Boston  y  ^Washington, 
representantes  al  Congreso  y  candidates  politicos  de^  que 
ellos  no  pagarfan  el  aumento  y  de  que  no  se  mudanan. 

Sin  embargo  el  Consejo  de  Inquilinos  tratrf  de  poner  bajo 
fianza  a  Roxse  pidiendo  la  reflnanciacioli  de  la  cons- 
trucci(5n.  Trataron  que  el  Congreso  y  HUD  inveshgaran 
las  pra'cticas  que  usaba  el  Development  Corporation  of 
America.  Los  inquilinos  no  queri'an  desh-uir  Roxse  porque 
ellos  eran  parte  de  Roxse.  Ellos  querian  salvar  Roxse  y 
salvarse  ellos  mismos.  ^ 

En  otra  reunio'n  de  la  Junta  Directiva  se  vote  aceptar  tres 
inquilinos  en  la  Directiva.  Pero  en  la  misma  reunion  la 
Directiva  tambien  veto  abandonar  Roxse  Homes.  Los 
inquilinos  justificadamente  creyeron  que  la  Directiva  los 
hab'a  vendido  pero  HUD  asegur(f  a  los  inquilinos  que  las 
rentas  no  serfan  aumentadas. 

Por  tres  meses,  Roxse  no  tenfa  dueno.  Sin  embargo  HUD 
no  podfa  hallar  otra  alternativa.  En  la  opini(!n  de^muchos 
HUD  hab'a  enviado  propuestas  pero  no  contribuido.  ^ 
HUD  se  dirigio  a  la  Junta  Directiva  de  Roxse  y  convencio 
a  sus  miembros  de  que  la  solucicSn  mas  factible  era  que  ellos 
retenieran  el  control.  Parte  del  argumento  fue  que  HUD 
ser'a  forzado  a  elevar  las  rentas  hasta  90  dolares  por  unidad 
para  hacerio  atrayente  a  cualquier  comprador  y  para  hacer 
las  reparaciones  que  fuesen  necesarias  para  la  reventa.  La 
mayorfa  de  la  Directiva  en  cuyo  seno  habfan  tres  inquilinos 
como  miembros  votaron  retener  el  proyecto. 

La  apatfa  se  ha  apoderado  de  los  inquilinos  desde  que 
ellos  ganaron  la  lucha  contra  el  aumento  de  la  renta.  Solo 
cuarenta  inquilinos  asistieron  a  la  reunion  donde  se  eligio  el 
nuevo  Consejo  de  Inquilinos  y  los  inquilinos  representantes 
a  la  Junta  Directiva  de  Roxse. 

Los  problemas  de  las  cucarachas,  falta  de  aceras,  goteo 
de  agua,  etc.  todavfa  permanece  y  debe  ser  resuelto.  Las 
obligaciones  de  los  inquilinos  con  respecto  a  Roxse  Homes  y 
la  parte  que  le  corresponde  a  B.R.A.  y  HUD  necesita  ser 
renovada. 

Si  Roxse  va  a  Uegar  a  ser  "el  lugar  para  vivir  mejor" 
como  una  vez  se  esper^  para  las  familias  de  baja  y 
moderada  renta ,  se  debe  hallar  una  solucitfn  para  mantener 
las  rentas  baratas.  Esto  debe  ser  visto  por  B.R.A.  y  HUD  ya 
que  ellos  aprobaron  la  ocupacio'n  de  los  edificios  que  fueron 
y  son  por  decir  lo  menos,  de  construcci(>n  inferior. 

Los  coslos  son  calculados  en  el  presente  en  425  mil 
dolares  anuales.  Si  estos  costos  aumentan 
apreciablemente,  la  operacion  del  proyecto  necesitara  ser 
subvencionado  o  las  rentas  sen'an  fijadas  fuera  del  alcance 
de  los  inquilinos.  , 

La  posici(!n  que  HUD  ha  tornado  en  relacion  con  la  renta 
es  que  las  rentas  de  Roxse  son  mas  bajas  que  en  otras 
construcciones  similares  de  viviendas  nuevas.  Mientras 
esto  puede  ser  verdad,  eUas  no  son  sin  embargo  muy  altas. 
Al  momento  estos  inquilinos  que  no  estan  amparados  bajo 
el  Programa  de  Contratos  de  Vivienda  del  Boston  Housing 
Authority  estan  pagando  hasta  el  75  por  ciento  de  su  renta 
en  alquiler.  En  5poca  de  congelamiento  de  sueldos  y 
aumento  en  los  precios  de  los  alimentos  los  inquilinos 
simplemente  no  pueden  pagar  mas  de  lo  que  en  la  ac- 
tualidad  cotizan.  El  ingreso  promedio  para  la  gente  de  color 
en  Boston  es  menos  de  7  mil  dolares.  En  Roxse  las  rentas 
varfan  desde  los  $125  por  un  dormitorio  hasta  los  $188  por 
unidades  de  cuatro  dormitorios. 

Lo  que  es  "razonable"  a  los  ojos  de  HUD  y  la  companfa 
Administradora  no  es  vista  como  razonable  a  los  ojos  de  los 
inquilinos.  "Razonable"  es  lo  que  se  puede  pagar  sin 
sacrificio  o  por  lo  menos  sin  DEMASIADO  esfuerzo. 

En  un  punto  HUD  tambien  trat(f  de  convencer  a  la 
Directiva  a  subir  los  niveles  de  ingreso  de  los  inquilinos., 
Esta  idea  debe  ser  abandonada  o  Roxse  sera  un  grupo  de 
viviendas  para  gente  de  medianos  y  altos  presupuestos.  La 
Directiva  necesita  mantener  esta  realidad  a  la  vista  -  que 
mientras  su  compromiso  es  mantener  el  proyecto  operable, 
esto  debe  hacerse  por  los  residentes  de  Roxse  y  no  a  ex- 
pensas  de  los  residentes  de  Roxse.  ^ 

Otro  argumento  adelantado  por  HUD  fue  la  conversion  de 
Roxse  en  cooperativa.  Esto  no  hubiese  protegi('0  a  ninguno 
sine  a  los  bancos.  Algunos  estudios  en  cooperativa 
demuestran  que  eso  no  trabaja  bien  al  menos  que  no  halla 
side  originalmente  diseliado  como  cooperativa.  En  el  caso 
de  Roxse  Homes  los  inquilinos  como  un  grupo  podrlan  ser 
responsables  por  mas  de  9.5  millones  de  dolares  en  hipoteca 
que  nadie  quiere  asi  como  tambien  por  los  costos  de 
operacion.  Como  estos  costos  suben  muy  alto  los  inquilinos 
se  verfan  obligados  a  subir  sus  propias  rentas,  mudarse  o 
deciararse  en  quiebra. 


Adem^s  de  una  subvencio'n  econofnica  son  necesarios 
otros  fondos  para  mantener  una  oficina  que  provea  ser- 
vicios sociales  y  de  consulta.  Los  residentes  de  Roxse  no  son 
diferentes  que  otra  gente  pobre  -  ellos  tienen  abundantes 
problemas  -  Cuando  Roxse  Homes  sea  terminado  tendra 
una  poblaciJn  de  1500.  Esta  sola  cifra  demuestra  una 
necesidad  de  servicios. 

Un  mecanismo  se  podria  emplear  si  los  residentes 
pudiesen  ser  entrenados  como  administradores  de 
inquilinos,  de  tal  manera  que  evenlualmente  la 
Administracio'n  de  Roxse  Homes  estuviera  en  las  manos  de 
aquellos  quienes  tienen  inter*  en  su  exito.  El  presupuesto 
administrative  es  del  5  por  ciento  de  las  rentas  totales.  Esto 
es  sobre  los  33  mil  dfflares  al  aKo  en  la  actualidad.  Es 
suficiente  para  pagar  los  salaries  de  dos  o  tres  ad- 
ministradores con  un  exceso  para  ser  usado  para  beneficio 
de  la  comunidad. 

Sin  embargo  la  Administracion  de  los  inquUmos  en 
muchos  casos  ha  fallado  debido  a  la  falta  de  entrenamiento 
0  preparaciiJn.  Un  grupo  especial  deberia  de  ser  instituido  y 
entrenado  en  el  manejo  y  direccion  de  la  propiedad  y 
relaciones  humanas  por  un  perfodo  de  dos  aHos.  Durante 
ese  tiempo  los  entrenados  llegarian  a  ser  aprendices  en  la 
actual  administracion  de  Roxse  u  otras  unidades  vecinales 
de  Boston. 

Este  Grupo  Especial  podria  tambien  empezar  a  entrenar 
a  los  residentes  formando  PatruUas  de  Seguridad.  No  habra 
efectiva  seguridad  en  la  comunidad  hasta  que  los 
residentes  controlen  el  cumplimiento  forzoso  de  la  ley.  El 
Departamento  de  Policfa  de  Boston  brilla  por  su  ausencia 
en  el  Irea  de  Roxse.  , 

Aderaas  este  Grupo  Especial  podria  empezar  a  mstalar 
una  esUcion  de  Televisitfn  o  de  Radio  dentro  de  Roxse. 

Para  ser  implantado  todo  lo  mencionado  anteriormente 
el  Consejo  de  Inquilinos  debe  ser  mas  activo  y  entrenado 
con  miras  a  largas  y  cortas  metas.  La  Directiva  debe 
ejercer  su  liderato  y  cooperar  con  los  inquilinos.  Los  in- 
tereses  y  fines  de  los  dos  grupos  deben  ser  los  mismos. 

Se  deben  escribir  propuestas  y  buscarse  fondos  con  el 
objeto  de  empezar  a  implantar  algunas  de  las  ideas  que  ban 
sido  determinadas.  Los  deberes  y  obligaciones  de  los 
propietarios  y  residentes  deben  ser  renovados. 

Roxse  Homes  es  sTmbolo  de  un  programa  que  fue 
diseilado  a  fracasar  -  un  programa  para  facilitar  viviendas 
baratas  a  la  gente  pobre.  Si  alguna  parte  de  este  programa 
es  un  exito,  el  gobierno  federal  -  particularmente  el 
Departamento  de  Vivienda  y  DesarroUo  Urbano  (HUD)  y 
las  autoridades  de  la  remodelacion  local  en  este  caso  el 
B.R.A.  -  debe  destinar  fondos  de  prueba  de  tal  manera  que 
el  proyecto  pueda  ser  salvado.  Los  constructores  ex- 
torsionistas  se  han  ido :  solo  las  compafiias  administradoras 
ban  quedado  para  hacer  algun  tipo  de  utilidad. 

Si  un  mftodo  no  es  ideado  para  salvar  remodelaciones 
como  Roxse  los  objetivos  de  la  renovacio'n  urbana  se  Iran 
hacia  el  desaguadero.  Roxse  est5  hipotecado  por  cuarenta 
anos.  Sin  el  mejor  mantenimiento,  sin  una  extensa 
rehabilitacion  ffsica  y  el  inter&  por  parte  de  los  residentes, 
Roxse  y  otras  construcciones  similares  estaran  en  peor 
condici()n  en  10  anos  que  los  deteriorados,  insanos  y  pobres 
edificios  que  fueron  destrmdos  para  dar  cabida  a  ellos. 


Y  Women's  Group 

The  South  End  YWCA  at  277  Shawmut  avenue  invites  any 
and  all  interested  women  to  join  the  Y  Women's  Group^ 
IVIeetings  will  be  held  on  Thursdays  at  7 : 30  p.m.  at  the  South 
End  Y  Common  problems  and  topics  of  mutual  interest  and 
concern  will  be  discussed.  For  further  information  call  Mrs. 
Nancy  Warner  at  South  End  Y  426-6660,  Mrs.  Joan  Metz  542- 
7937  or  Mrs.  Kathy  Crampton  262-1530. 

La  YWCA  del  South  End  en  el  227  Shawmut  Ave.  invita  a 
todas  las  damas  interesadas  en  pertenecer  al  Grupo  de  4 
Mujeres  (4  Women's  Group). 

Las  r^uniones  se  llevaran  a  cabo  los  jueves  a  horas  7:30 
P.M.  en  la  Y  del  South  End.  Problemas  comunes  y  TOpicos 
de  muluo  interns  y  preocupacion  ser^n  discutidos.  Para 
mas  informacijn  llame  a:^ 

Sra.  Nancy  Warner,  telefono:  426-6660 

Sra.  Joan  Metz,  telefono  542-7937 

Sra.  Kathy  Crampton,  telefono  262-1530  

Robert  L.  Farrell,  Chairman 
Patrick  J.  Bocanfuso,  Vice  Chairman 
James  G.  Colbert.  Treasurer 
Paul  J.  Burns,  Assistant  Treasurer 
Joseph  J.  Walsh,  Member 

The  preparation  of  this  report  v«as  financed  in  par* 
through  a  federal  loan  and  grant  from  the  Renewal 
Projects  Administration  of  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  under  the  provisions  of  title 
1  of  the  housing  act  of  1949,  as  amended. 


SEPAC 

557  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  02118 
Telephone  262-4318/4319 

Call  Karen  Gould,  SEPAC  manager  It 
vou  have  any  questions. 
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NOW  YOU  SEE  IT,  NOW  YOU  DON'T 

The  Tremont  Street  Bus  Trauma 


On  December  22,  1972,  a  man  was  killed  by  the 
No.  43  Tremont  Street  bus  as  it  made  a  turn  from 
Beacon  Street  onto  Park  Street  at  the  Boston 
Common.  For  over  a  month  and  a  half,  the  South 
End  was  unaware  that  continued  service  on  this  bus 
line  was  in  jeopardy.  Behind  the  closed  doors  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Utilities  and  the  MBTA 
(Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority)  , 
memos  and  discussions  about  returning  to  the  old, 
unsatisfactory  bus  route  were  taking  place.  Many 
South  Enders  have  always  feared  that  the  MBTA 
would  take  any  provocation  to  curtail  this  ad- 
mittedly successful  and  well-used  service,  and  had 
secured  the  promise  from  the  MBTA  that  advance 
warning  and  sufficient  time  to  discuss  any  changes 
in  the  route  of  No.  43  would  be  given. 

In  spite  of  these  assurances,  our  South  End 
Committee  on  Transportation  (SECOT) 
correspondent  learned  by  rumor  on  Sunday, 
February  11,  that  the  bus  would  not  be  going  around 
the  Common  the  next  morning,  but  would  again 
deliver  the  passengers  to  the  "dirty  book  store. 

Our  correspondent  began  efforts  on  Monday 
morning  to  effect  reinstatement  of  the  convenient 
Common  route,  with  varied  responses. 

Fred  Salvucci,  the  Mayor's  Office:  "Everybody's 
passing  the  buck;  it's  a  Catch-22  situation." 

Barney  Frank,  State  Representative:  "What?  I'll 
look  into  it  right  away."  (And  he  did.) 

Kay  Gibbs,  Administrative  Assistant  to  Mel  King, 
and  the  Black  Caucus:  "It  looks  like  the  MBTA  is 
up  to  its  old  tricks." 

To  make  a  long  story  short,  it  took  the  combined 
efforts  of  the  above  mentioned  individuals,  hun- 
dreds of  South  End  residents,  and  certain  con- 
cerned public  servants  to  restore  the  longer  route, 
although  in  a  temporarily  changed  form. 


Fred  Salvucci  of  the  Mayor's  Office  and  Traffic 
Commissioner  William  T.  Noonan  cooperated  to 
convince  the  MBTA  and  the  DPU  that  service 
around  the  Common  should  be  immediately 
resumed  with  the  bus  continuing  on  Beacon  Street 
to  turn  at  Tremont.  Commissioner  Noonan  will  now 
have  the  center  line  on  Park  Street  moved  over  to 
enable  the  bus  to  turn  the  corner  with  a  good 
margin  of  safety. 

It  is  quite  clear  that  the  community  response  and 
outrage,  pressure  from  Representatives  Frank, 
King,  BoUing  and  the  Black  Caucus,  and  creative 
cooperation  from  Fred  Salvucci  and  Commissioner 
Noonan  compelled  the  MBTA  to  restore  the  service. 
Brian  Cudahy,  Community  Affairs  liaison  for  the 
MBTA  -  although  apologizing  for  the  tremendous 
effort  necessary  to  restore  our  service  -  couldn^t 
give  assurances  that  such  arbitrary  action  wouldn't 
occur  again. 

If  you  wish  to  convey  thanks  for  their  efforts  to 
restore  the  service  on  this  occasion,  or  would  like  a 
list  in  case  we  need  it  again,  the  following  in- 
dividuals are  those  who  are  the  most  helpful, 
concerned  or  influential: 

Brian  Cudahy,  Community  Relations,  MBTA: 
722-6102 

Joe  Kelly,  General  Manager,  MBTA:  722-6550 
Harry  Lodge,  Chairman  of  Board  of  Directors, 
MBTA:  722-6550 
Warren  Higgins,  Director  of  Operations,  MBTA: 

722-5752 

Fred  Salvucci,  Mayor's  Office:  722-4100 
William  T.  Noonan,  Commissioner  of  Traffic  and 
Parking:  722^100 

and  your  State  Representatives  and  your  neigh- 
bors. Thank  you  all  for  everything  you  did  this 
time!  Rumor  has  it  that  they  were  swamped. 


COMMUNITY 

MEEriNC 

ABOUT 

JUNE 

SEPAC 

ELECTIONS 


There  vnh  be  a  community  meeting  on  Wed- 
nesday, 21  March  1973  at  20  Union  Park  to  discuss 
the  coming  SEPAC  Election  in  June.  If  you  are 
interested  in  running  for  SEPAC,  either  as  a 
memt)er  from  one  of  the  fourteen  districts  or  as  a 
member  at  large,  or  if  you  are  interested  in  working 
on  the  election,  helping  with  the  planning  and  have 
ideas  about  the  structure  of  the  election,  we  urge 
you  to  attend  the  preliminary  meeting.  Anyone  not 
able  to  attend  that  meeting  should  send  any  com- 
ments or  ideas,  no  later  than  the  16th,  to  the  SEPAC 
Election  Committee,  156  West  Canton  Street, 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02118. 

Reunion  de  la  Comunidad 

Eleccioiws  de  SEPAC  en  junto  , 

El  miercoles  21  de  marzo  de  1973  tendra  lugar  en 
el  numero  20  de  la  Calle  Park  una  reunion  de  la 
comunidad,  para  discutir  las  eleccipnes 
de  SEPAC  en  junio  proximo.  Si  usted  esta  in- 
teresado  en  presentarse  como  candidate  para 
SEPAC,  ya  sea  como  miembro  de  alguno  de  los  14 
distritos  o  como  miembro  de  toda  el  5rea,  o  si  esta 
interesado  en  trabajar  para  las  elecciones  ya  sea 
ayudando  a  planificar  o  si  tiene  jdeas  propias 
acerca  de  la  estnictura  de  la  eleccion,  le  rogamos 
que  asista  a  la  reunion  preliminar.  Toda  persona 
que  no  pueda  asistir  a  la  reunion  deberia  mandar 
sus  comentarios  o  ideas,  no  mas  tarde  del  16,  a 

SEPAC  ELECTION  COMMITTEE 
156  West  Canton  St. 
Boston.  Mass.  02118 


SNAP  BACK  -  BACK  SNAP! 


BY  Salvatore  Farinella 

The  Franklin  Square  House  has  been  the  center  of 
controversy  ever  since  the  City  of  Boston  decided  to 
put  the  building  on  the  surplus  property  Ust. 
Thousands  of  meetings,  millions  of  words  have 
been  focused  on  this  building  over,  the  past  three 
years.  Why  has  nothing  been  decided  and  why  has 
the  city  been  allowed  to  drag  its  bureaucratic  red 
tape  through  the  building's  empty  halls?One's  mind 
boggles  at  the  thought  that  all  the  time  and  plan- 
ning that  went  into  the  South  End  community's 
involvement  with  this  building  has  been  wasted. 
Worse  than  wasted:  it  has  been  deliberately 
misused!  After  three  developers  appeared  with  the 
intentions  of  rehabilitating  the  Franklin  Square 
House,  all  three  were  given  the  proverbial  "run- 
around"  for  over  a  year.  Since  that  time  all  have 
dropped  out  for  various  reasons  with  the  exception 
of  SNAP.  What  could  be  the  justification  for  all  this 
delay?  The  answers  to  these  questions  will  not  be 
forthcoming  unless  South  End  residents  get 
together  and  begin  to  talk  about  what  they  can  do 
coUectively  to  effect  the  decision  making  process 
and  get  it  accelerated. 

One  can  only  guess  at  the  City's  motivations  for  a 
delay  of  this  kind  and  the  longer  the  City  allows  the 
building  to  stand  idle,  the  "rumor  machine"  will 
crank  out  all  the  half-truths  that  grow  into 
outrageous  fantasy.  Fact  and  fantasy  merge  into 
one  huge  mess  of  misinformation.  At  this  point  in 
time  misinformation  is  everywhere  for  one  who  is 
willing  to  Usten  to  it.  The  most  important  rumor  for 
the  South  End  to  deal  with  is  that  the  Franklin 
Square  House  is  slated  to  be  renovated  into  a  new 
luxury  hotel  in  order  to  facilitate  the  large  influx  of 


tourists  for  the  1976  Bicentennial.  If  this  is  true,  do 
South  End  residents  want  this  to  happen?  If  not, 
something  had  better  happen  now  to  substantiate 
the  rumor  and  if  it's  true,  plan  now  around  this 
issue  to  stop  it.  Obviously,  the  City  owns  the 
building  and  will  want  to  do  what  it  wants  with  the 
building.  But  as  we  all  know,  Qty  Hall  will  respond 
to  political  pressure.  Now  is  the  time  to  organize. 


SNAP,  the  South  End  Neighborhood  Action 
Program,  Inc.,  has  been  negotiating  with  the  City 
through  Mr.  Vey  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Facilities  for  the  Franklin  Square  House  for  the 
past  year.  After  the  approach  of  concerned 
residents  asking  SNAP  to  make  a  bid  toward 
ownership  of  the  Franklin  Square  House,  SNAP'S 
community  board  voted  to  take  action  on  obtaining 
the  building  for  its  own  emergency  housing  needs 
and  to  insure  that  the  South  End  community  had  its 
space  needs  guaranteed. 

In  September,  1972,  the  BRA,  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority,  informed  SNAP  that  the 
109  West  Brookline  Street  building  in  which  SNAP'S 
Administration,  Recreation,  Education  depart- 
ments and  one  Headstart  classroom  are  housed 
must  be  vacated  before  April,  1973  in  order  for  the 
Emergency  Tenants'  Council  (ETC)  Parcel  19 
project  plans  to  get  underway.  Plus  the  SNAP 
Housing  Department  located  at  822 
Tremont  Street  must  be  relocated  so  that  the  BRA 
may  demolish  the  building.  At  this  moment  there 
are  no  buildings  available  in  the  South  End  large 
enough  to  house  the  entire  operation  of  SNAP  under 
one  roof.  The  City's  Department  of  Public  Facilities 
has  been  made  aware  of  this  emergency  space 
problem  in  its  relation  to  the  Franklm  Square 
House  but  it  has  not  been  able  to  move  quickly 
enough.  Again  the  question  must  be  asked  -  What 
are  the  City's  motives  for  this  reticence? 

SNAP  is  in  need  of  help!  All  South  End  residents 
who  feel  strongly  that  SNAP  should  have  the 
Franklin  Square  House  to  house  its  programs  for 
the  community  should  direct  phone  calls  or  letters 
to  Mr.  Robert  Vey,  Director  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Facilities,  Boston  City  Hall,  or  to  Mayor 
Kevin  White  at  Boston  City  Hall,  7224100. 


Medical  Recruitment  Program  at  B.U. 


by  IMarjorie  Howard 

It's  no  secret  there  aren't  more  than  one  or  two 
Spanish-speaking  doctors  in  the  South  End  and  only 
a  few  private  practitioners.  It  is  the  same  story  in 
inner  city  neighborhoods  everywhere. 

To  remedy  this  situation,  a  unique  program  is 
underway  at  Boston  University  School  of  Medicine 
to  provide  Spanish-speaking,  Black  and  American 
Indian  doctors  to  the  South  End  and  other  com- 
munities. 

The  program  will  identify  students  with  an  in- 
terest in  medicine  and  science  as  early  as  the  third 
grade  and  guide  them  through  a  four  phase 
program  for  the  rest  of  their  school  years  with  the 
goal  of  helping  them  complete  a  medical  school 
education. 

Dr.  Edgar  Smith,  assistant  dean  for  Minority 
Affairs  at  the  medical  school  and  project  director, 
said  that  the  project  received  a  substantial  three 
year  grant  from  the  Federal  National  Manpower 
Act. 

Boston  University  is  the  only  medical  school  in 
the  country  with  a  program  so  all-inclusive.  Its  goal 
is  to  provide  doctors  for  the  local  community  by 
returning  medical  school  graduates  to  their  own 
neighborhoods. 

Dr.  Smith  says,  "Most  medical  schools  sought 
grants  for  academic  em-ichment  during  college 
years  or  for  assistance  in  medical  school.  We  agree 
this  is  important.  But  if  we  are  ever  going  to  correct 
the  shortage  of  doctors  and  also  begin  finding 
private  practitioners  for  the  inner  city,  this 
outreach  to  grammar,  high  schools,  the  community 
and  even  our  own  medical  schools,  seems  to  be  the 
best  way." 

The  program  will  also  be  able  to  act  as  a  clearing 
house  for  minority  students  from  any  part  of  the 
country  to  practice  medicine  anywhere. 

The  first  phase  of  the  program  is  the  Boston  Area 
Minority  Recruiting  Committee  which  focuses  on 
the  South  End.  Its  major  aim  is  to  find  qualified 
applicants  from  the  community,  provide  them  with 
a  medical  school  education  and  return  them  to  their 
community  as  practicing  physicians. 

Don  Taylor,  chairman  of  the  committee  and 
former  director  of  SNAP  helped  conceive  the  i 
project  as  a  response  to  the  long  range  needs  of  the 
community.  The  Committee  is  looking  for  Black, 
Spanish-speaking  and  American  Indian  people  in 
college  or  beyond  who  are  interested  in  medical 
school.  Taylor's  committee  will  accept  Spanish- 
speaking  non-Boston  residents  due  to  a  scarcity  of 
local  candidates. 

If  you  are  in  college  or  have  graduated,  and  are 
interested  in  going  to  medical  school,  or  you  know 
someone  from  Boston  or  elsewhere  with  these 
qualifications,  contact  the  Boston  Area  Minority 
Recruiting  Committee  at  262-4200,  extension  6531. 

The  second  phase  is  the  Roxbury  Medical 
Technical  Institute  (RMTI)  which  will  work  with 
the  medical  school. 

RMTI  has  been  operating  for  three  years  from  60 
Vernon  Street  in  Roxbury.  With  a  staff  of  27,  it 
offers  courses  in  science  and  math  to  add  to  what 
students  are  getting  in  their  daily  school  program. 

Its  program  starts  at  the  thu-d  grade  level  and 
continues  in  the  Pre-College  Education  Program 
which  covers  grades  10-12.  At  all  levels  it  seeks  to 
inform  and  encourage  minority  students  about  the 
health  sciences  through  workshops,  labs  and 
classes. 

The  aim  of  RMTI  is  to  educate  more  doctors. 
According  to  James  M.  Busch,  one  of  the  directors, 
"There  is  a  crisis  condition  affecting  33  million 
people  in  this  country  who  lack  proper  health 
care." 

But  RMTI  recognizes  that  there  is  a  need  for 
people  in  other  science  professions  such  as  nurses, 
engineers  and  technicians,  as  well  as  for  better 
educated  and  informed  members  of  the  com- 
munity. 

In  September  RMTI  will  open  a  full  time  com- 
munity school  for  grades  3-12.  Its  students  will  be 
part  of  the  medical  school  project.  For  information 
about  this,  or  any  other  programs,  call  445-1432. 

The  third  phase  of  the  Minority  Recruitment 
Program  is  Boston  University's  College  of  Liberal 
Arts  and  School  of  Medicine.  They  will  offer 
summer  programs  for  inner  city  Boston  high  school 
students. 

Over  the  period  of  three  summers  before  college. 


students  will  be  tested,  receive  counselling,  and 
take  courses  in  reading,  math,  chemistry  and 
biology.  The  third  summer  will  really  be  the 
beginning  of  the  freshman  year  of  college.  All  the 
courses  will  be  given  at  Boston  University. 

The  Summer  Enrichment  Program  is  the  fourth 
phase  of  the  program.  This  is  for  minority  students 
from  anywhere  in  the  nation  who  have  received  a 
college  degree  and  will  be  entering  BU's  medical 
school  the  following  Fall.  Students  wiU  be  given 
preparatory  courses  in  chemistry,  anatomy  and 
reading. 

With  the  establishment  of  these  four  programs, 
the  Minority  Recruitment  Program  is  still  in  need 
of  two  major  additions. 

The  first  is  someone  who  speaks  both  Spanish  and 
English  to  help  recruit  students  for  the  various 
programs.  Anyone  interested  in  this  position  should 
call  262^200,  extension  6531  and  ask  for  Linda 
Ward. 

The  second  is  money  to  pay  for  the  tuition  of  these 
minority  students.  The  government  has  provided 
funds  for  the  establishment  of  the  program,  but  not 
for  such  items  as  scholarship  aid. 

Dr.  Smith  pointed  out  that  no  student  in  medical 
school  would  ever  had  to  leave  due  to  financial 
problems  since  low  interest  loans  and  some 
minority  scholarships  are  available.  But  John 
Friedberg  has  said  that  it  is  up  to  the  government  to 
take  more  responsibiUty.  "They  don't  give  us  the 
means  to  move  the  program  through,"  he  said. 

Friedlwrg  explained  that  the  cost  of  funding 
students  through  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts,  the 
medical  school  and  the  Summer  Enrichment 
Program  would  be  more  than  $3  million.  This  would 
cover  such  items  as  tuition,  room,  meals,  t)Ooks. 

Meanwhile,  Boston  University  School  of  Medicine 
is  moving  ahead  with  the  Minority  Recruitment 
Program.  Members  of  the  community  who  are 
interested  in  any  aspect  of  it  are  asked  to  call  John 
Friedberg,  2624200,  extension  6419. 

Another  famiUar  face  on  the  project  is  Octavius 
Rowe,  the  founder  and  now  director  of  RMTI .  Local 
residents  will  recall  him  on  the  staff  of  the  South 
End  Boys  Club  a  few  years  back. 

An  active  member  of  the  area  board  of  the  Boston 
University-Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
Mental  Health  Treatment,  'Training  and  Retar- 
dation Center,  he  has  also  worked  closely  with  Dr. 
Smith  and  Don  Taylor  to  make  this  project  happen. 

It  is  appropriate  that  the  minority  recruiting 
program  is  beginning  in  1973  for  this  is  the  Cen- 
tennial anniversary  of  the  Boston  University  School 
of  Medicine.  It  was  the  first  medical  school  to  admit 
minority  students  and  women  right  from  its  in- 
ception. 

And  the  first  Blacks,  female  and  Greek  faculty 
members  in  America  all  served  on  the  staff  in  the 
19th  century.  Among  the  most  prominent  were  Dr. 
Rebecca  Lee,  the  first  black  woman  physician,  and 
Dr.  Solomon  Carter  Fuller,  the  first  black 
phychiatrist,  both  of  whom  lived  and  practiced  in 
the  South  End. 


Reclulamiento  de  Estudiantes  de  Grupos 
Minoritarios  Para  Estudiar  Medicina 

Para  nadie  es  un  secrete  el  hecho  de  que  no  hay 
mas  que  uno  o  dos  medicos  de  habla  hispana  en  el 
South  End  y  solamente  algunos  que  hacen  medicina 
privada.  Lo  mismo  ocurre  en  los  vecindarios 
centrales  en  todos  lados. 

Para  solucionar  este  problema,  ^la  Escuela  de 
Medicina  de  Boston  University  esta  en  proceso  de 
crear  un  interesante  y  unico  programa  para 
proveer  medicos  de  habla  hispana,  de  color  e  indios 
americanos  al  South  End  y  a  otras  comunidades. 

El  programa  tratara  de  detectar  a  los  estudiantes 
que  esten  interesados  en  medicina  y  ciencia  al  nivel 
de  tercer  grade,  para  luego  guiarlos  atraves  dejjn 
programa  de  cuatro  fases  por  el  resto  de  sus  anos 
escolares,  con  el  propo'sito  de  ayudarlos  a  com- 
pletar  sus  estudios  en  la  Escuela  de  Medicina. 
7EI  Dr.  Edgar  Smith,  Decano  Auxiliar  para 
Asuntos  Minoritarios  de  la  Escuela  de  Medicina 
Director  del  proyecto,  dijo  que  el  proyecto  recibio 
un  importante  apoyo  financiero  por  tres  anos,  de 
parte  del  Federal  National  Manpower  Act. 

L^  Escuela  de  Medicina  de  Boston  University  es 
la  unica  del  pais  con  un  programa  tan  amplio.  Su 
proposito  es  el  de  proveer  medicos  a  la  comunidad 
local,  haciendo  retomar  graduados  de  la  Escuela 
de  Medicina  a  sus  propias  vecindades. 

El  Dr.  Smith  dice,  "La  mayor  parte  de  las 
Escuelas  de  Medicina  han  buscado  apoyo  finan- 
ciero ya  sea  para  un  eru'iquecimiento  academico 
durante  los  anos  de  'college'  o  para  ayuda  durante 
el  estudio  en  la  escuela  de  medicina.  Estamos  de 
acuerdo  con  que  esto  es  importante.  Pero  si  en 
algifn  memento  queremos  solucionar  el  problema 
de  carencia  de  mAliccs  y  si  queremos  encontrar 
medicos  que  hagan  practica  privada  dentro  de  la 
ciudad,  la  mejor  manera  de  lograr  este  alcance  es 
extenderse  y  acercarse  a  la  escuela  secundaria,  a 
la  comunidad  y  aun  a  nuestras  escuelas  de 
medicina."  ^  ^ 

El  programa  tambien  estara  en  condiciones  de 
funcionar  como  (casa  central)  sede  para 
estudiantes  minoritarios  de  cualquier  parte  del 
pafs,  para  luego  practicar  medicina  en  cualquier 
lado. 

La  lyimera  tase  del  programa  es  la  de  crear  el 
comite  de  reclutamiento  de  grupos  minoritarios  en 
el  ^rea  de  Boston,  que  en  especial  enfocara  al  South 
End. 

Su  principal  objetivo  es  el  de  encontrar 
solicitantes  calificados  dentro  de  la  comunidad, 
brindarles  educacion  en  la  escuela  de  medicina  y 
devolverlos  a  su  comunidad  para  que  hagan 
prictica  de  medicina. 

Don  Taylor,  Director  del  comite  y  anterior 
director  de  SNAP,  ayudo  a  concebir  el  proyecto  en 
respuesta  a  las  necesidades  de  largo  alcance  de  la 
comunidad.  El  comit^  busca  personas  de  color,  de 
habla  hispana  e  indio^  americapos  a  nivel  de 
"college,"  0  mas  alto  aim  que  esten  interesados  en 
seguir  medicina.  El  comite  aceptara  personas  de 
habla  ^ispana  que  no  residan  en  la  zona  debido  a  la 
escases  de  candidates  locales.  Si  usted  esta  a  nivel 
de  'college"  o  se  ha  graduado  ya  y  est^  interesado 
en  seguir  medicina,  o  si  sabe  de  alguna  persona  de 
Boston  0  de  cualquier  otra  parte  con  estas  carac- 
teristicas,  pongase  en  contacto  con  el  "Boston  Area 
Mipority  Recruiting  Committee."  LLame  al 
telefono  2624200,  extensiiin  6531. 

La  segunda  fase  del  programa  es  el  Roxbury 
Medical  Technical  Institute  (RMTI)  que  trabajara 
en  conjunto  con  la  escuela  de  medicina. 

El  RMTI  ha  estado  operando  durante  tres  aftbs  en 
la  calle  Vernon  No.  60,  en  Roxbury.  Con  un  personal 
de  27  ^iembros,  ofrece  cursos  de  ciencia  y 
matematicas  como  complemento  del  programa  de 
las  escuelas  diurnas. 

El  programa  comienza  a  nivel  de  tercer  grado  y 
continua  en  el  programa  educative  "pre-coUege"  y 
cubre  los  grades  de  10  a  12.  Trata  de  informar  y 
entusiasmar,  a  todo  nivel,  a  estudiantes  minoritar- 
ios acerca  de  las  ciencias  de  la  salud,  atraves  de 
grupos  de  trabajos  practices,  laboratorios  y  clases. 

j:i  objetivo  del  RMTI  es  el  de  educar  inas 
medicos.  De  acuerdo  a  James  M.  Busch,  uno  de  los 
directores:  "Hay  una  situacion  de  crisis  en  este 
pafs  que  afecta  a  33  milIoj;)es  de  personas  que 
carecen  de  la  debida  atencion  medica." 

AdemSs,  al  RMTI  le  resulta  Clara  la  necesidad  de 
personal  tambie'n  en  profesiones  tales  como  eji- 
fermeria,  ingenier'a  y  tecnicos,  asi  como  tambien 
de  una  comunidad  mejor  informada  y  educada. 

El  RMTI  abrira  en  septiembre  una  escuela 
comunitaria  de  dedicaci((n  exclusiva,  para  los 


grados  de  3  a  12.  Sus  alumnos  formar5n  parte  del 
proyecto  tjp  la  escuela  de  medicina.  Para  obtener 
informacion  sobre  este  u  otro  programa,  Uamar  al 
n^lmero  445-1432. 

La  tercera  fase  del  Programa  de  Reclutamiento 
de  Grupos  Minoritarios  es  el  Boston  University's 
College  of  Liberal  Arts  y  la  escuela  de  medicina. 
Ofrecer^n  programas  de  verano  para  estudiantes 
de  la  escuela  secundaria  de  la  ciudad  de  Boston. 

Durante  el  periodo  de  los  tres  veranos  previos  a 
la  entrada  a  "college",  se  examinara  a  los 
estudiantes,  se  los  aconsejara,  se  les  brindar^ 
cursos  de  lectura,  matem^ticas,  qufmica  y 
biologia.  Recidn  en  el  tercer  verano  ser^  el 
comienzo  del  primer  ano  de  "college".  Todos  los 
cursos  se  darafi  en  Boston  University. 

La  cuarta  fase  es  el  programa  de 
verano  que  se  llama  de  "enriquecimiento".  Este 
programa  es  para  todo  estudiante  minoritario  de 
cualquier  parte  del  pafs  que  haya  recibido  el  grade 
de  "college"  y  que  est^  por  entrpr  a  la  escuela  de 
medicina  de  B.U.  en  el  otono  siguiente.  Los 
estudiantes  deberJn  tom»ar  cursos  preparatorios 
de  qufmica,  anatomfa  y  lectura. 

Hasta  el  momento,  no  se  ha  podido  encontrar  en 
la  zona  del  South  End  graduados  de  "college"  de 
habla  hispana  que  esten  calificados  para  esta  fase 
del  programa. 

Pese  al  lanzamiento  de  estos  cuatro  programas, 
el  Minority  Recruitment  Program  ailn  carece  de 
dos  cosas  importantes. 

La  primera  serfa  conseguir  a  alguien  que  hable 
espanol  e  ingl&  para  ayudar  a  reclutar  estudiantes 
para  los  distintos  programas.  Cualquier  persona 
interesada  en  este  empleo  debe  llamar  al  "humero 
262-4200,  extension  6531  y  preguntar  por  Linda 
Ward. 

La  segunda  es  encontrar  dinero  para  pagar  la 
cuota  para  estos  estudiantes  minoritarios.  El 
gobiemo  ha  provisto  fondos  para  la  creacion  del 
programa  pero  no  para  items  tales  como  becas  de 
ayuda  financiera.  , 

El  Dr.  Smith  ha  destacado  que  ningun  estudiante 
de  medicina  debera  abandonar  sus  estu(^os  debido 
a  problemas  financiejos  ya  que  hay  prestamos  de 
ayuda  a  bajo  interes  y  becas  para  estudiantes 
minoritarios.  Pero  John  Friedberg,  dijo  que 
depende  del  gobiemo  el  tomar  mas  respon- 
sabilidad.  Y  agrego:  No  nos  dan  los  medios  para 
Uevar  adelante  el  programa". 

Friedberg  explico  que  el  costo  que  representa  el 
mantener  estudiantes  atravis  del  College  of 
Liberal  Arts,  toda  la  carrera  de  medicina  y  del 
programa  de  "enritjuecimiento"  superana  los  $3 
millones.  Ello  cubriria  items  como  cuota,  vivienda, 
comidas,  libros. 

Paralelamente,  la  escuela  de  medicina  de  Boston 
University  esta  avanzando  en  el  proceso  de 
reclutamiento  de  grupos  minoritarios.  Aquellos 
miembros  de  la  comunidad  que  esten  interesados 
en  alguno  de  estos  aspectos  debe  llamar  a  John 
Friedberg,  al  262-4200,  ext.  6419.  Otra  persona 
conocida  en  el  proyecto  es  Octavius  Rowe,  tun- 
dador  y  actual  director  del  RMTL  Los  residentes 
locales  lo  recordarin  por  su  actuacion  hace  algunos 
anbs  en  el  South  End  Boys'  Club.  Como  miembro 
active  de  la  comisi^n  local  de  Boston  University  - 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Mental  Health 
Treatment,  Training  and  Retardation  Center; 
tambien  colabor^  con  el  Dr.  Smith  y  Don  Taylor 
para  que  este  proyecto  se  hiciera  realidad. 

Serfa  apropriado  que  el  programa  de 
reclutamiento  de  grupos  minoritarios  comience  en 
1973,  ano  del  centesimo  aniversario  de  la  Escuela 
de  Medicina  de  Boston  University.  Fue  la  primera 
escuela  de  medicina  que  admiti(5  estudiantes 
minoritarios  desde  sus  comienzos. 

En  el  siglo,  19,  se  contaba  entre  su  personal  los 
primeros  miembros  acad^rpicos  de  color,  mujeres 
y  griegos  de  toda  America.  Entre  los  mas 
prominentes  figuran  la  Dra.  Rebecca  Lee,  la 
primera  psiquiatra  de  color;  ambos  vivieron  y 
ejercieron  en  el  South  End. 


Snap  Back  -  Back  Snap 

El  edificio  de  Franklin  Square  siempre  ha  sido 
centro  de  controversias  desde  que  la  Ciudad  de 
Boston  decidi(^  poner  el  edificio  "en  la  lista  de 
sobrantes."  Miles  de  reuniones,  millones  de 
palabras  se  han  enfocado  sob^e  este  edificio  en 
estos  ultimos  tres  anos.  Porque  no  se  ha  decidido 
nada  y  porqu^  se  le  h^  permitido  a  la  Ciudad  ex- 
tender su  garra  burocratica  a  los  pasillos  vacios  del 
edificio?  Uno  comienza  a  pensar  que  todo  el  tiempo 


y  planeamiento  que  la  comunidad  del  South  End 
dedico  a  este  edificio  ha  sido  desperdiciado.  Peer 
que  desperdiciado:  Ha  sido  deliberadamente  mal 
usado!  Tres  "promotores"  aparecieron  con  la 
intencion  de  rehabilitar  el  edificio  Franklin  Square, 
a  los  tres  los  demoraron  con  plazos  superiores^a  un 
ano.  Desde  ese  entonces  todos,  con  excepcion  de 
SNAP  abandonaron  el  proyecto  por  varies  motivos. 
Cual  podria  ser  el  justificativo  por  toda  esta 
demora?  Las  respuestas  a  estas  preguntas  nunca 
se  conocer^n  a  menos  que  los  residentes  del  South 
End  se  unan  y  comiencen  a  hablar  de  lo  que  ellos 
pueden  hacer  colectivamente  para  influir  sobre  el 
proceso  de  decision  y  ademas  acelerarlo. 

Uno  puede  solamente  imaginar  las  motivaciones 
de  la  Ciudad  para  hacer  una  demora  de  este  tipo  y, 
cuanto  m^s  la  ciudad  permita  que  el  edificio  per- 
manezca  desocupado,  la  "maquina  creadora  de 
rumores"  emitira'  las  medias  verdades  que  se 
multiplicar^  fantasiosamente.  Realidad  y  fan- 
tasia se  entrelazan  mezcladas  en  una  gran  con- 
fusi((n.  A  esta  altura  la  mala  informacidn  est^  en 
todo  oido  que  este'^dispuesto  a  escuchar.  El  rumor 
que  mas  le  cuesta  creer  al  South  End  es  que  el 
edificio  Franklin  Square  ser^  renovado  y  con- 
vertido  en  un  lujoso  hotel,  con  el  objeto  de  facilitar 
el  gran  flujo  de  turistas  para  el  Bicentenario  en 
1976.  Si  esto  es  verdad  quieren  los  residentes  del 
South  End  que  esto  suceda?  En  caso  de  que  no, 
mejor  es  que  suceda  algo  ya  mismo  para  fun- 
damentar  el  rumor ;  en  caso  de  ser  verdad,  planear 
algo  para  impedir  su  realizaci<5n.  Obviamente,  el 
edificio  es  de  la  Ciudad  y  esta  hara  lo  que  quiera 
con  ii.  Perp,  como  todos  bien  s^abemos,  la  alcaldia 
respondera  a  presiones  pohticas.  Este  es  el 
momento  para  organizarse. 

El  Programa  de  Acci6n  de  la  Vecindad  del  South 
End,  Inc.  (SNAP),  por  intermedio  del  Sr.  Vey,  del 
Department  of  Public  Facilities,  ha  estado 
negociando  con  la  Ciudad  todo  este  illtimo  ano. 
Luego  de  que  algunos  residentes  preocupados  por  el 
problema  se  han  acercado  a  SN  AiP  para  pedirle  que 
haga  una  oferta  de  compra  por  el  edificio  de 
Franklin  Square,  la  Comision  Directiva  de  SNAP 
vote  gestionar  la  obtencion  del  edificio  para  sus 
propias  necesidades  de  vivienda  en  caso  de 
emergencia  y  para  asegurarse  de  que  la  comunidad 
del  South  End  resuelva  sus  problemas  de  espacio. 

En  septiembre  de  1972,  la  Autoridad 
Remodeladora  de  Boston  (BRA)  informo  a  SNAP 
que  el  edificio  del  numero  109  de  la  calle  West 
Brookline  en  que  funcionan  los  Departamentos  de 
Adminstracion,  de  Recreacion  y  de  Educacion  de 
SNAP  y  una  de  las  clases  de  Headstart  deben  ser 
evacuadas  antes  de  abril  de  1973  para  que  el 
(Emergency  Tenant's  Council)  Concilio  de 
Inquilinos  de  Emergencia,  Parcela  19  haga  sus 
planes  realidad.  Ademas,  el  Housing  Department 
de  SNAP  situado  en  el  numero  822  de  la  calle 
Tremont  debe  ser  trasladado  para  que  el  BRA 
pueda  demoler  el  edificio.  En  este  momento  no  hay 
edificios  disponibles  en  el  South  End  que  sean  lo 
suficientemente  grandes  como  para  albergar  todo 
el  SNAP.  Se  ha  hecho  saber  al  Department  of 
Public  Facilities  de  este  urgente  problema  de 
espacio  en  relacion  con  el  edificio  de  Franklin 
Square,  pero  esta  advertencia  no  se  ha  hecho  con  la 
suficiente  celeridad.  Nuevamente  nos  debemos 
preguntar  -  Cuales  son  los  motivos  de  la  Ciudad 
para  esta  resistencia?  SNAP  necesita  ayuda! 
Todos  los  residentes  de!  South  End  que  realmente 
creen  que  el  SNAP  deber'a  utilizar  el  edificio  de 
Franklin  Square  para  que  operen  sus  programas 
para  la  comunidad  deben  dirigirse  por  carta  o 
llamar  por  tel^fono  al  Sr.  Robert  Vey,  Directo/-  del 
Department  of  Public  Facilities  de  la  Alcaldia  de 
Boston  (Boston  City  Hall),  o  al  Alcalde,  Mayor 
Kevin  White,  Boston  City  Hall,  al  nifeiero  7224100. 


Pre-School  Openings 

The  Ellis  Memorial  Center's  Pre  school  Program 
has  openings  in  the  afternoon  session  from  1:30  to 
4:30  p.m.  The  Center  is  located  at  44  Chandler 
Street,  and  is  a  privately  supported,  non-profit 
organization,  and  the  low  fees  are  arranged  on  a 
sliding  scale.  Some  of  the  children  come  after  the 
regular  school  day  and  there  are  many  activities, 
including  free  play,  use  of  the  gym,  math,  reading 
and  concept  development  activities,  music, 
cooking,  art,  outdoor  playground,  trips,  and  visiting 
resource  people.  Please  call  the  Pre-school's 
Director,  Craig  Snyder  for  more  information  on 
enrollment  at  426-1791. 


B.C.A.  News 

The  unique  Cyclorama  Building  at  the  Boston 
Center  for  the  Arts  will  house  an  exclusive  exhibit 
of  200  paintings,  sculpture,  drawings,  prints  and 
other  art  form  when  the  Boston  Visual  Artists 
Union  stages  its  "Spring  Exhibition"  Saturday, 
March  17  through  Friday,  March  30. 

Artists  will  be  represented  by  works  ranging 
from  conceptual  to  traditional,  including  abstract 
and  representational.  AU  art  exhibited  will  be  on 
sale. 

The  exhibition  will  be  open  free  to  the  public  from 
10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Mondays  through  Saturdays  and 
from  12  noon  to  5  p.m.  Sundays. 

The  "Spring  Exhibition"  is  partly  made  possible 
through  a  grant  from  the  Massachusetts  Council  on 
the  Arts  and  Humanities. 

MBTA  bus  service  direct  to  the  Cyclorama 
Building  is  available  Mondays  through  Saturdays 
from  Park  Street  and  Stuart  and  Tremont  Streets. 
On  Sundays,  bus  service  starts  at  Stuart  and 
Tremont  Streets.  For  further  information  telephone 
426-5000. 

"Click"-Photo  Exhibit 

Entry  forms  are  now  available  for  "Qick,"  an 
exhibition  of  photographic  works  by  young  New 
England  photographers  18  years  old  and  younger. 
The  exhibit  will  be  sponsored  by  the  Boston  Center 
for  the  Arts  and  will  be  held  in  the  Cyclorama 
Building,  May  24  through  June  11. 

All  entrants  may  submit  a  maximum  of  three 
works  to  be  judged  by  a  panel  of  jurors  who  will 
award  prizes  totaling  $500.00.  Prize  winners  and 
entrants  accepted  will  be  notified  immediately 
following  the  jurors'  decision. 

All  photographic  media  will  be  accepted:  black 
and  white,  color  enlargements,  slides,  polaroid 
prints,  photograms,  photo-collages,  photo- 
constructions,  and  photo  silkscreens. 

Entry  forms  are  available  by  writing  the  Boston 
Center  for  the  Arts,  539  Tremont  Street,  Boston, 
Ma.  02116,  and  the  deadline  for  all  works  is 
Tuesday,  April  17,  1973. 
Noticias  del  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts 

En  el  edificio  Cyclorama  del  Boston  Center  for 
the  Arts  se  exhibira  una  exclusiva  exposici6n  de  200 
cuadros,  esculturas,  dibujos,  grabados  y  otras 
formas  de  arte  cuando  la  ^oston  Visual  Artists 
Union  traiga  su  "Exposicion  de  la  Primavera"; 
tendra  lugar  desde  el  sabado  17  de  marzo  hasta  el 
viernes  30  de  marzp. 

Los  artistas  presentaran  trabajos  que  van  desde. 
lo  conceptual  a  lo  tradicional,  incluyendo  lo 
abstracto  y  representative.  Todas  las  obras  estaran 
en  venta. 

La  exposicion  sera'abierta  al  pubUco,  gratuita;  el 
horario  sera  de  10:00  a.m.  a  6:00  p.m.  de  lunes  a 
sabado  y  de  12:00  a  5:00  p.m.  los  domingos. 

La  "Exposicion  de  la  Primavera"  se  ha  podido 
organizar,  en  parte,  gracias  a  el  apoyo  financiero 
del  "Massachusetts  Council  on  the  Arts  and 
Humanities". 

Habra  un  servicio  de  I^BTA  directo  al  edificio 
Cyclorama  de  lunes  a  sabados  desde  las  calles 
Park,  Stuart  y  Tremont.  Los  domingos  el  servicio 
de  guagua  comienza  en  las  calles  Stuart  y  Tremont. 
Para  mayor  informacion  llamar  al  426-5000. 
Kl  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts  (Centro  de  Artes) 
anuncia  una  exposicion  para  jovenes  fot^grafos  de 
Nueva  Inglaterra  ^ 

Formularies  de  admision  para  una  exhibicion  de 
trabajos  fotografic^s,  Uamada  "Oick"  estan 
disponibles  para  jovenes  fotografos  de  Nueva 
Inglaterra  que  tengan  18  anos  de  edad  o  menos.  La 
exposicion  sera  auspiciada  por  el  Centro  de  las 
Artes  de  Boston  y  se  efectuara  en  el  edificio 
Cyclorama,  desde  el  24  de  mayo  hasta  el  11  de  junio. 
Todos  los  participantes  pueden  mandar  tres 
trabajos  como  maximo,  para  ser  juzgados  por  un 
jurado  que  otorgara  premios  por  un  total  de  $500. (K). 
Los  ganadores  y  participantes  aceptados  seran 
notificados  debidamente  ni  bien  se  sepa  la 
resolucion  del  jurado. 

Se  aceptara'  todo  tipo  de  fotograffa;  bianco  y 
negro,  ampliaciones  de  color,  diapositivas, 
lotograf'a  en  polaroid,  fotogramas,  fotocollage, 
fotoconstrucciones,  y  foto  sobre  "silkscreen". 
Formularies  para  participar  se  pueden  obtener 
escribiendo  al  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts,  al 
numero  539  de  la  calle  Tremont,  Boston,  Mass. 
02116,  0  Uamando  al  426-5000.  No  se  aceptar& 
fotograffas  sin  haber  Uenado  previamente,  en 
fecha,  el  formulario.  La  fecha  de  vencimiento  para 
la  entrega  de  los  trabajos  es  el  martes,  17  de  abril 
de  1973. 


Little  City  Hall 

Dear  South  End  Residents: 

I  share  with  you  the  disgust  with  the  deplorable 
lack  of  streetcleaning  here  in  the  South  End  for  the 
past  several  months.  The  Department  of  Public 
Works  is  doing  all  within  its  power  to  alleviate  this 
condition.  The  problem  is  a  technical  one. 

However,  to  alleviate  this  situation  the  Highway 
Department  has  arranged  Cushman  carts  (the 
small  motor  type  mobile  scooter  units)  and  men 
with  push  brooms  to  cover  areas  that  the  larger 
sweepers  miss. 

I  am  available  to  meet  with  neighborhood  groups 
or  concerned  residents  from  7:00  p.m.  through 
11:30  p.m.  at  night  to  discuss,  explain,  and  for- 
mulate methods  of  community  input  in  the 
resolving  of  this  or  any  other  neighborhood 
problems  you  may  have.  Please  call  me  at  my 
office  at  South  End  Little  City  Hall,  267-1010. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Sam  Hatchett,  Manager 
South  End  Little  City  Hall 

Queridos  Residentes  De  South  End: 

Yo  tambien  estoy  disgustado  con  la  deplorable 
situaci&  de  la  limpieza  de  calles  en  South  End. 
Este,  es  un  problema  tecnico,  y  el  Departamento  de 
Obras  Publicas  esta  haciendo  todo  lo  posible  para 
aliviar  esta  situaci^n.  ^ 

Para  aliviar  esta  situacion  el  Departamento  De 
Obras  Publicas  ha  cometido,  CUSHMAN  CARTS 
(estos  son  unos  pequenos  vehiculos  de  limpieza)  y 
tambifo  trabajadores  con  escobas  para  limpiar  las 
areas  donde  las  maquinas  de  limpeza  grandes  no 
pueden  limpiar. 

Estoy  a  su  dispotcion  de  7  p.m.  a  11:30  p.m.,  para 
hablar  con  residentes  y  grupos  de  la  comunidad, 
para  explicar  y  formular  con  la  comunidad 
metodos  para  resolver  este  y  cualquier  otro 
problema  que  usted  tenga  en  el  vecindario.  Por 
favor  llame  mi  oticina  en  la  Pequena  Alcaldia  De 
South  End  ■  267-4100. 

Sinceramente, 
Sam  Hatchett,  Manager 
Pequena  Alcaldia  De  South  End 


Trash  -  Once  A  Week? 


OPEN  LETTER  TO  MAYOR  WHITE 
The  proposed  cutback  of  garbage  and  trash 
collections  in  the  South  End  from  twice  a  week  to 
once  a  week  is  not  acceptable  to  the  majority  of 
South  End  residents.  The  South  End  would  require 
more  frequent  and  more  thorough  trash  and 
garbage  collections  if  the  City  were  interested  in 
reducing  the  piles  of  refuse  and  trash  still  visible 
along  most  South  End  streets. 

Many  years  of  hard  work  were  required  by 
neighborhood  residents  and  neighborhood 
associations  to  improve  the  trash  collection  process 
to  get  rid  of  the  piles  of  garbage  that  once  existed  at 
many  more  places  in  the  South  End  than  do  now.  It 
is  absolutely  clear  that  a  once  a  week  trash  and 
garbage  pickup  will  reduce  the  South  End  to  its 
former  deplorable  condition. 

Population  density  statistics  suggest  that  the 
South  End  is  as  densely  populated  as  the  Back  Bay, 
Beacon  Hill  area.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
the  South  End  requires  any  fewer  trash  and 
garbage  pickups  than  Back  Bay  and  Beacon  Hill. 
Any  attempts  by  the  City  to  give  unequal  levels  of 
service  where  otherwise  conditions  are  nearly  the 
same  can  only  be  thought  of  as  discriminatory  and 
unfair.  Is  it  the  City's  policy  to  give  poor  people  and 
ethnic  minority  groups  lower  levels  of  service  than 
they  might  enjoy  if  they  lived  in  a  more  affluent 
area?  The  South  End  people  cannot  believe  that  this 
will  be  the  City's  policy,  and  they  hope  that  you  will 
immediately  reverse  this  unsound  and 
discriminatory  decision. 


Neighborhood  Art  Center  News 

Spring  came  early  to  Neighborhood  Arts  Center 
this  year.  Beginning  Monday,  February  26, 14  after- 
school  workshops  for  kids  and  a  morning  program 
for  pre-schoolers  will  be  offered. 

Operating  out  of  its  storefront  at  276  Shawmut 
Avenue,  the  Center  continues  pre  school  classes 
from  9  a.m.  to  noon,  where  3-5  year  olds  see  movies, 
play  to  music,  paint  and  draw,  and  visit 
playgrounds,  firehouses,  bakeries  and  other  in- 
teresting places  in  the  neighborhood. 

Early  in  the  afternoon,  school  classes  from  the 
Mackey  District  and  Cathedral  School  visit  the  art 
center  for  instruction. 

After  school.  Neighborhood  Arts  is  open  from  3-5 
daily  with  workshops  to  explore  many  different 
interests.  Monday  afternoon,  the  filmmaking  class 
learns  the  techniques  of  putting  together  films, 
including  story,  acting,  lighting,  shooting  and 
editing.  Several  field  trips  are  planned  to  view 
classic  fihns.  That  same  afternoon  there  is  a  clay 
class  for  kids  9-12  years  old  across  the  street  at  the 
South  End  YWCA.  They  learn  how  to  make  func- 
tional pots  as  well  as  sculpture,  and  have  a  chance 
to  throw  on  the  potter's  wheels.  Tuesday  at  3  there 
is  a  workshop  in  printmaking.  Students  print  their 
designs  from  wood,  linoleum,  and  other  media. 

On  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons,  a  "Little 
Kids"  workshop  offers  arts  and  crafts  experiences 
and  field  trips  to  children  5-7  years  old.  The  open 
classroom  allows  children  to  choose  an  activity. 
Experiences  this  fall  included  baking,  painting  life- 
size  portraits,  building  a  dome  for  a  play  area,  and 
visiting  the  Flower  Market  and  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts. 

Thursday  afternoon,  delightful  animals  and 
figures  from  papier  mache  can  be  made  at  the  art 
center  by  children  8-13. 

Apart  from  these  introductory  workshops, 
several  classes  for  more  advanced  instruction 
continue  during  the  Spring.  A  clay  class  for  younger 
children  is  held  Thursday  afternoon  at  the  South , 
End  YWCA.  Each  child  learns  various  hand- 
building  techniques  and  has  a  chance  to  do  wheel- 
throwing.  Tuesday,  guitar  lessons  are  offered  to 
several  children;  some  wish  to  play  in  a  rock  band 
as  soon  as  they  are  able.  A  band  has  already  been 
formed  by  some  students.  Classes  in  advanced 
drawing  and  painting  continue  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  3-5  p.m.  Students  receive  instruction  in 
technique,  and  color  and  design  theory.  They  take 
trips  to  museums  and  studios  to  practice  drawing 
from  still-life  and  the  figure.  For  teenagers  in- 
terested in  silkscreen,  workshops  for  printing 
posters,  cards,  and  fabric  are  open  Monday  and 
Friday  evenings  from  6:30  to  8:30. 

Saturdays,  2  new  workshops  are  planned.  The 
first  at  11  a.m.  explores  multi-media  (dance, 
puppetry,  movement).  The  second  at  1  p.m.  is  a 
woodworking  and  carpentry  workshop. 

A  new  10-week  session  of  adult  evening  classes  in 
ceramics,  batik  and  silkscreen  also  begins  soon. 

Examples  of  children's  work  from  Neighborhood 
Arts  is  currently  displayed  at  the  South  End  branch 
of  the  Ubrary. 

For  a  brochure  or  more  information  about  any  of 
the  programs,  call  482-8974. 
Notlcias  del  Centre  de  Artes  (Neighborhood  Art 
Center) 

La  primavera  se  anuncio  temprano  en  el  Centre 
de  Artes  de  la  Vecindad.  El  lunes  26  de  febrero  se 
comenzara  a  of recer  14  talleres  para  nines,  despues 
de  la  escuela,  y  un  programa  por  la  manana  para 
pre-escolares.  El  centro  continua  sus  clases  para 
pre-escolares  de  9  de  la  manana  a  mediodfa,  donde 
niffos  de  3  a  5  anos  pueden  ver  peliculas,  jugar  con 
instrumentos  musicales,  aprender  musica,  pintar  y 
dibujar,  visitar  parques  de  recreacion,  depar- 
tamentos  de  bomberos,  panaderfas  y  otros  lugares 
interesantes  del  vecindario.  El  centro  esta  ubicado 
en  el  edificio  del  numero  276  de  la  Avenida 
Shawmut. 

Temprano  por  la  tarde,  grupoz  del  Mackey 
District  School  y  de  la  Escuela  Cathedral  visitan  el 
centro  de  artes  para  aprender  distintas  cosas. 

Despuls  de  terminado  el  horario  escolar,  el 
Ontro  esta  abierto  todos  los  dfas  de  3  a  5  de  la 
tarde,  con  talleres  que  exploran  distintos  intereses. 
El  lunes  por  la  tarde,  la  clase  de  cine  ensena  las 
tecnicas  para  hacer  pelfculas;  incluye  cuentos, 
actuacion,  iluminacion,  ediciin  f,  montaje  y 
filmacion.  Se  han  planeado  varias  excursiones  para 
ver  pelfculas  clfcicas.  Esa  misma  tarde  hay  una 
clase  de  modelacion  de  arcilla  para  ninos  de  9  a  12 
anos.  Este  se  desarrolla  en  el  South  End  YWCA, 


frente  al  Ontro.  Alh'se  aprende  a  hacer  escultura, 
potes  y  tambien  tienen  la  oportunidad  de  usar  el 
torno  para  hacer  ceramica. 

Los  martes  a  las  3  de  la  tarde  hay  un  taller  de 
grabado.  Los  estudiantes  graban  sus  disenos  en 
madera,  linoleum  y  otras  formas  de  grabado.  Los 
miercoles  y  viernes  por  la  tarde  hay  un  taller  para 
pequenos,  ofrece  experiencias  de  arte  y  oficios  y 
excursiones,  para  ninos  de  5  a  7  anos  de  edad.  La 
clase  es  "abierta"  y  permite  a  los  ninos  elegir  una 
actividad.  El  otono  pasado  el  Centro  conto  con 
experiencias  tales  como:  cocina,  pintura  de 
retratos  en  tamano  natural,  construccion  de  un 
duomo  para  un  area  de  juegos  y  visitas  al  Mercado 
de  las  Flores  y  el  Museo  de  "Fine  Arts".  El  jueves 
por  la  tarde  pueden  hacerse  en  el  Centro  preciosos 
animates  y  figuras  con  papel  mache;  esto  es  para 
ninos  de  8  a  13  anos. 

Ademas  de  estos  talleres^ de  introduccion,  varias 
clases  para  un  nivel  mas  avanzado  continuan 
durante  la  primavera.  En  la  YWCA  del  South  End 
hay  una  clase  de  modelacion  de  arcilla  para  ninos 
mas  pequenos,  los  jueves  por  la  tarde.  Cada  nino 
aprende  varias  tecnicas  manuales  y  Uene  la 
oportunidad  de  usar  el  torno.  Los  jueves  se  ofrecen 
lecciones  de  guitarra  a  unos  cuantos  mnos ;  algunos 
tratan  de  tocar  en  una  banda  de  rock  ni  bien  pueden 
hacerlo.  Ya  se  formo  ima  banda  con  varies 
estudiantes.  Las  clases^  avanzadas  de  dibujo  y 
pintura  continuan  los  miercoles  y  jueves  de  3  a  5  de 
la  tarde.  Los  estudiantes  reciben  Jnstruccion  en 
tecnicas,  color  y  teorfa  del  diseno.  Hacen  ex- 
cursiones a  museos  y  studios  para  practicar  dibujo 
de  naturaleza  muerta  y  figura.  Para  adolescentes 
interesados  en  imprenta  sobre  seda,  hay  talleres  de 
impresion  de  afiches,  tarjetas  y  tela,  los  lunes  y 
viernes  de  6:30  a  8:30  de  la  tarde. 

Se  planean  2  nuevos  talleres  los  sabados.  El 
primero  a  las  11  de  la  manana,  que  explora 
multiples  medios  de  expresion  (danza,  tlteres, 
movimiento) .  El  segundo  que  se  hana  a  la  una  de  la 
tarde,  es  un  taller  de  carpinteria  y  trabajos 
diversos  en  madera. 

Pronto  comenzara  un  curso  de  clases  vespertinas 
de  ceramica,  impresidn  de  tolas  en  batik  e 
imprenta  sobre  seda. 

Muestras  del  trabajo  de  los  ninos  del  Centro  de 
Artes  son  expuestas  en  la  sucursal  South  End  de  la 
Biblioteca  de  Boston.  ^ 

Para  pedir  mayor  informacion  o  un  foUeto  de 
cualquiera  de  los  programas,  llamar  al  482-8974. 


Hay  vacantes  para  "La  Escuela  Pre-Escolar" 

El  programa  pre-escolar  del  Ellis  Memorial 
Center  tiene  vacantes  en  la  sesion  de  la  tarde  de 
1 : 30  a  4:30  p.m.  El  centro  esta  situado  en  el  numero 
44  de  la  calle  Chandler,  esta  sostenido  por  tondos, 
privados,  es  una  organizacion  sin  fines  de  lucro,  y 
los  bajos  precios  estan  de  acuerdo  a  una  escala 
gradual.  Algunos  ninos  asisten  luego  del  horario  de 
la  escuela  publica.  Entre  las  varias  actividades  se 
incluyen:  juego  libre,  uso  del  gimnasio, 
matematicas,  lectura  y  actividades  conceptuales, 
musica,  cocina,  arte,  juego  al  aire  libre,  ex- 
cursiones, y  visitas  a  las  fuentes  de  trabajo 
(Panaderia,  Correo,  Bomberos,  etc.).  Para  mayor 
informaciJn  o  para  inscripcion  llamar  a  la  direc- 
tora  de  la  escuela,  Craig  Snyder  al  426-1791. 


Robert  L.  Farreil,  Chairman 
Patrick  J.  Bocanfuso,  Vice  Chairman 
James  G.  Colbert,  Treasurer 
Paul  J.  Burns,  Assistant  Treasurer, 
Joseph  J.  Walsh,  Member 

The  preparation  of  this  report  was  financed  in  paW 
through  a  federal  loan  and  grant  from  the  Renewal 
Projects  Administration  of  the  Department  of  Housina 
and  Urban  Development  under  the  provistons  of  title\ 


1  of  the  housing  act  of  1949,  as  amended. 
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Trees  for  the  South  End? 

One  of  the  most  striking  differences  between  the 
Back  Bay  and  the  South  End  is  trees.  The  streets  of 
the  Back  Bay  are  beautiful  and  inviting  becasue 
they  are  lined  by  trees.  The  streets  of  the  South  End 
are  barren  and  repulsive  because  they  lack  trees. 
Nearly  a  century  of  neglect,  however,  has  caused 
the  loss  of  most  of  our  trees  and  tew  have  been 
replaced.  That  is  why  our  neighborhood  is  so  ugly. 
Only  a  very  few  streets  have  kept  their  original 
trees  or  succeeded  in  getting  new  ones  planted.  Yet 
look  at  those  few  streets.  They  are  certainly  the 
most  beautiful  in  the  South  End  -  Union  Park,  West 
Canton,  West  Brookline,  Appleton.  These  streets 
are  as  attractive  as  any  in  the  Back  Bay  and  they 
stand  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  barrenness  of  most  of 
our  streets. 

Everyone  benefits  from  the  beauty  of  trees 
especially  the  old  people  and  the  very  young,  the 
ones  most  confined  to  the  neighborhood.  People  of 
all  creeds  and  ethnic  backgrounds  can  unite  in 
enjoying  beauty.  But  trees  provide  far  more  than 
beauty,  important  as  that  is  for  human  life.  They 
provide  shade  to  reduce  the  blistering  heat  in  the 
summer  ;  heat  which  is  particularly  hard  to  bear  in 
crowded  urban  areas  where  breezes  are  blocked 
and  air  conditioning  frequently  lacking.  They 
provide  privacy  especially  needed  when  our  win- 
dows are  separated  from  those  of  our  neighbors  by 
only  a  few  feet.  They  provide  quiet;  their  leaves 
absorb  a  great  deal  of  noise,  not  only  human,  but 
particularly  those  of  the  automobiles.  Finally,  trees 
purify  the  air  we  breathe.  They  take  out  a  lot  of 
dust.  They  also  convert  carbon  gasses  to  oxygen  - 
literally  making  the  aid  suitable  tor  human  sur- 
vival. Trees  are  our  best  allies  in  the  fight  against 
pollution. 

Everyone  who  has  thought  about  it  recognizes  the 
value  of  trees  in  the  city.  Everyone  who  looks 
around  them  can  see  that  perhaps  the  most 
noticeable  difference  between  rich  and  poor  neigh- 
borhoods is  the  trees.  The  rich  have  them  and  the 
poor  do  not.  Urban  planners,  of  course,  know  these 
facts.  That  is  why  the  sidewalks  of  the  South  End, 
originally  had  as  many  trees  as  do  those  of  Beacon 
Hill  and  the  Back  Bay.  In  Detroit,  for  example, 
urban  renewal  agencies  have  just  planted  1,300 
trees  in  the  inner  city.  We  must  have  trees  planted 
in  the  South  End. 

Individuals  and  neighborhood  groups  have 
planted  many  trees  on  certain  side  streets.  Some 
were  paid  for  by  the  City,  others  by  private 
donation.  What  we  need  now  is  to  line  our  main 
arteries  with  trees:  Tremont,  Shawmut,  and 
Columbus.  These  streets  are  too  long  and  go 
through  too  many  neighborhoods  for  individuals  or 
local  associations  to  handle  the  plantings.  SEPAC 
must  take  up  the  battle  to  get  trees  for  our  main 
streets.  These  very  streets  are  the  ugliest,  noisiest, 
most  polluted  in  the  South  End.  All  the  people  have 
to  use  them,  so  all  the  people  will  benefit  from  their 
improvement.  Let  us  demand  our  rights,  our  trees, 
and  let  us  do  it  now.  Although  they  will  improve  the 
neighborhood  immediately,  they  will  take  years  to 
grow  big  enough  to  give  full  benefits.  Thus  they 
must  have  priority. 

An  additional  benefit  of  trees  for  the  South  End  is 
that  they  must  be  planted  and  watered.  We  should 
insist,  that  South  Enders  be  employed  to  plant  and 
water  the  trees.  I  suggest  hiring  teenagers  who  can 
develop  a  healthy  interest  in  trees  whUe  they  are 
earning  money .  This  prospect  will  not  be  expensive, 
and,  I  think,  there  is  no  better  way  to  improve  all 
our  lives. 

You're  Invited 

SEPAC  Board  Meetings  are  held  every  other 
Wednesday  evening  at  7:30  p.m.  Please  call  Karen 
Gould  at  262-4318  for  further  information  regarding 
exact  date  and  location. 


OPEN  MEETING 

The  SEPAC  Housing  Sub-Committee  will 
meet  Thursday,  April  26  at  8:00  p.m.  at  557 
Tremont  Street  to  consider  6  memoranda 
concerning  tentative  designation  for 
redevelopment.  South  End  residents  are 
invited  to  attend  and  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
express  their  views.  If  you  have  any  questions 
please  call  Karen  Gould  at  SEPAC,  262-4318. 
Sites  and  developers  to  be  considered  are: 
Memo  1: 

Parcel  RC-6  located  at  comer  of  Dwight 
Street  and  Shawmut  Avenue.  Kenwood 
Development  Company  has  submitted  a 
proposal  for  construction  of  ID  one  bedroom 
units,  6  two  bedroom  units,  and  a  218  seat 
restaurant. 
Memo  2: 

Parcel  R-10  bounded  by  Harrison  Avenue, 
East  Newton  Street,  Public  Alley  No.  710  and 
East  Brookline  Street.  Parcel  R-11  located  at 
Washington  Street,  East  Concord  Street  and 
James  Street.  Parcel  R-9  located  West  Concord 
Street,  Washington  Street  and  Rutland  Street. 
Headstart  Housing  Associates  has  proposed 
construction  of  103  new  and  rehabilitated  units 
and  36,000  square  feet  of  commercial  space. 
Memo  3; 

Parcel  R-13  located  at  James  Street  and  East 
Brookline  Street.  Parcel  30  located  at  Rutland 
Street  and  Washington  Street.  South  End 
Building  Systems  Corporation  has  proposed 
construction  of  60  units. 
Memo  4: 

Parcel  RR-67  located  at  573  Columbus 
Avenue.  Mr.  David  Lourie,  developer,  proposes 
four  one  bedroom  apartments  and  retail  space. 
Memo  5: 

Parcel  RD-33  located  at  758  Tremont  Street. 
Mr.  James  Guilford,  developer,  proposes  one 
three  bedroom  unit,  four  efficiency  units,  and 
one  two  bedroom  unit. 
Memo  6: 

Parcel  RR-81  at  22  Sussex  Street.  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Hailey,  developer,  proposes  one 
dwelling  unit.   


White's  Trash 

by  Rep.  Melvin  King. 

This  last  month,  the  South  End's  fight  against 
grime  took  a  step  backward,  then  a  step  forward, 
and  ultimately  found  itself  in  the  same  place ;  or  did 
it?  To  get  to  the  same  place  from  which  it  started, 
required  an  enormous  expenditure  of  energy, 
hundreds  of  phone  calls,  reams  of  mimeo  paper, 
press  releases,  community  meetings,  threats,  and 
that  elusive  and  fragile  ingredient  of  unity  so  rarely 
exhibited  in  our  community. 

By  now,  most  people  know  that  South  End- 
Roxbury  trash  collections  were  to  be  cut  in  half 
starting  April  1.  Most  residents  were  informed  of 
this  by  a  $27,000  mailing  from  City  Hall  requesting 
support  for  the  Mayor's  austerity  program;  others 
were  informed  by  the  media  which  gave  an  inor- 
dinate amount  of  publicity  to  only  one  of  the 
solutions  proposed  by  community  persons  at  an 
open  meeting,  held  on  March  14.  This  was  the 
angered  reaction  of  residents  to  dump  their  trash  in 
front  of  the  Mayor's  Beacon  Hill  door.  A  last-minute 
decision  by  the  Mayor  not  to  reduce  the  number  of 
collections  per  week  averted  the  need  for  this 
confrontation  and  only  speculation  remains  to 
determine  whether  this  proposed  tactic  turned  the 
tide  or  not. 

Other  agreed-upon  tactics;  productive  but  less 
dramatic,  included  a  letter  writing  campaign  to  the 
Mayor  and  the  City  Council  researching  the 
feasibiUty  of  initiating  a  legal  suit  against  the  City 
and  a  system  of  private  collections  for  recycUng 
purposes  at  zero  cost  to  the  City. 


PUBLIC  MEETING 
ON  SEPAC 
ELECTIONS 

AAAY  2,  1973—8:00  P.M. 
20  UNION  PARK 

//  you  have  any  questions, 
Please  CaW  Karen  Gould  af: 
262-4318 


Clearly,  the  issue  is  far  from  resolved.  Two 
collections  a  week  does  not  meet  the  sanitation 
needs  of  the  community!  The  City's  inability  to  deal 
with  the  rodent  problem,  except  on  a  public 
relations  level,  and  the  like  failure  to  deal  with 
leash  law  proposals  has  compounded  the  situation 
on  Boston's  streets. 

As  important  as  the  restoration  of  service  at  the 
current  level  is  to  the  community,  so,  too,  is  the 
flexing  of  community  muscle  to  achieve  that  end. 
The  March  14  meeting  of  over  200  residents, 
classically  displayed  what  can  be  accomplished 
when  we  pull  together  in  back  of  a  crisis  situation. 
Home  owner  and  tenant,  "haves  and  havenots" 
talked  to  each  other  and,  in  unison,  told  City  Hall, 
we  will  not  be  treated  as  a  second  class  neigh- 
borhood for  we  hang  together  as  a  cohesive  unit. 

The  secondary  victory  was  that  trash  collection 
will  not  be  reduced.  The  primary  victory  still  eludes 
us  but  remains  within  reach.  A  structure  has  been 
set  up  to  work,  on  an  ongoing  basis,  with  the  trash 
problem.  It  is  an  open-ended  mechanism  that  could 
evolve  into  a  permanent  communal  voice  fostering 
community  control.  Here,  potentially,  lies  the  seeds 
of  victory  and  the  conduit  for  meaningful  com- 
munity input.  The  Community  Information  Center 
located  at  248  Huntington  Avenue,  presently  being 
staffed  by  local  volunteers,  is  researching  and 
organzing  around  the  trash  problem  and  other 
priority  issues.  Your  input  is  desired  and  needed  to 
make  viable  our  collective  voice  and  action.  Please 
call  536-8256  to  get  involved.  It  is  necessary  to 
mobilize  our  energies  so  we  are  prepared  to  act 
before  the  fact  in  a  concrete  fashion.  If  we  recycle 
our  rage  into  a  working  forum,  we  can  claim  vic- 
tory in  the  Great  Trash  Debate. 

Basura  y  el  Alcalde  White 

por  Rep.  Melvin  King 

Durante  el  ultimo  mes,  la  batalla  del  South  End 
contra  la  suciedad  Jlos  desperdicios)  retrocedip  un 
paso,  luego  avanzo  otro  y  finalmente  quedo  en 
el  mismo  lugar,  o  no?  Volver  al  punto  de  partida 
requirio  un  enorme  consume  de  energfa,  cientos  de 
llamados  telefonieos,  resmas  de  papel 
mimeografiado,  comunicados  de  prensa,  reuniones 
comunales,  amenazas  y  ese  volatil  y  fragil 
ingrediente  de  unidad,  tan  escaso  en  nuestra 
comunidad. 

En  estos  mementos,  la  mayoria  de  la  gente  sabe 
que  la  recoleccion  de  basura  del  South  End  - 
Roxbury  se  reducira'a  la  mitad  a  partir  del  lo.  de 
abril.  La  mayor  parte  ^e  los  re^identes  fue  in- 
formada  de  esta  re^olucion  a  traves  de  un  envio  del 
City  Hall  que  costo  $27,000.00  en  el  que  se  solicitaba 
apoyo  para  el  programa  de  austeridad  del  Alcald^; 
otros  fueron  informados  por  los  medios  de  difusion, 
los  cuales  dieron  una  inusitada  publicidad  a  una 
sola  de  las  soluciones  propuestas  por  personas  de  la 
comunidad  en  una  reunidn  p^blica,  el  14  de  marzo. 
Se  trata  de  la  irritada  reaccion  de  los  residentes  de 
tirar  sus  desperdicios  en  la  puert^  del  Alcalde  en 
Beacon  Hill.  El  Alcalde  decidio  a  ultimo  memento 
la  no  reducciin  del  riumero  de  recolecciones 
semanales  para  evitar  este  enfrentamiento  y  solo 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 

Combined  Elections 

The  elections  for  Emergency  Tenants  Council, 
South  End  Community  Health  Center,  South  End 
Neighborhood  Action  Program  and  the  South  End 
Project  Area  Committee,  will  be  combinely  held  in 
late  June.  A  committee  is  currently  studying  the 
district  boundaries  and  a  possible  election  day.  If 
you  would  like  to  help,  please  contact  SEPAC  at  262- 
4318,  Karen  Gould  or  261-1121,  Chris  Hayes. 


"New  "Community  Schools" 

Being  Developed  for  the  South  End 


by  Ed  Crotty 

About  five  years  ago,  people  in  the  South  End 
began  organizing  to  get  commitments  from  the  city 
for  the  construction  of  new  school  facilities  to  serve 
the  South  End.  Once  accomplished,  the  community 
proceeded  to  get  involved  in  planning  the  new 
schools.  This  effort  is  still  going  on. 

There  are  now  four  community  organizations 
carrying  on  this  effort.  These  are  the  Blackstone 
School  Community  Council,  the  Carter  Site  Com- 
mittee, the  Quincy  School  Community  Council  and 
the  Williams  Middle  School  Council.  The  schools 
they  are  concerned  with  are  in  various  stages  of 
development,  but  each  school  project  owes  a  large 
part  of  its  progress  to  the  work  of  these  groups. 

Three  of  the  schools,  the  Blackstone,  the  Carter 
and  the  Quincy,  are  now  in  the  final  phase  of  archi- 
tectural design.  This  phase,  the  "Working 
Drawing"  stage,  will  be  completed  this  year.  In  the 
case  of  the  Blackstone,  it  will  be  completed  in  the 
next  couple  of  weeks.  The  Williams  Middle  School  is 
at  an  eariier  stage,  that  of  developing  a  written  pro- 
gram, which  will  guide  the  later  design. 

When  working  drawings  are  complete,  the 
projects  are  ready  to  go  out  to  contractors  for  bids. 
This  step  has  been  blocked  for  many  months 
because  the  Boston  School  Committee  has  had  no 
plan  to  reduce  racial  imbalance  in  the  school 
system,  thus  making  the  city  ineligible  for  state 
funds  in  school  construction  projects.  Both  City 
Hall  and  the  Mass.  Department  of  Education  are 
now  working  to  clear  this  obstacle  so  school  con- 
struction will  not  be  delayed  further. 

The  facilities  and  equipment  to  be  provided  in  the 
new  schools  represent  a  great  addition  to  the  South 
End's  community  resources.  They  are  to  be  located 
in  areas  that  will  be  accessible  to  the  various  neigh- 
borhoods of  the  South  End,  The  sites  are:  Black- 
stone School  ~  Shawmut  Ave.,  We.  Brookline  St., 
Washington  St.,  W.  Dedham  St.,;  Carter  School  - 
Tremont  St.,  Camden  St.,  Columbus  Ave.,  Benton 
St.;  Quincy  School  ~  Washington  St.,  Oak  St., 
Shawmut  Ave.,  Marginal  Rd.;  Williams  Middle 
School  (to  be  built  in  combination  with  the  "New 
Rotch  Playground")  -  Waltham  St.,  Washington 
St.,  E,  Berkeley  St.,  Shawmut  Ave.,  Bradford  St.  In 
these  locations,  the  new  "community  schools"  will 
operate  to  serve  not  just  as  classroom  space  for 
school  children ;  but  as  social,  cultural,  and  recrea- 
tional centers  for  people  of  all  ages  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Some  of  the  features  to  be  built  into  these 
"community  schools"  are:  Blackstone  -  pool,  gym, 
auditorium,  dining  facilities,  activities  rooms, 
health  center;  Carter  -  pool,  gym,  dining  facilities, 
600-seat  auditorium,  activities  areas;  Quincy  - 
gym,  pool  theater,  health  center,  community 
services,  dining  facilities,  activities  rooms; 
Williams  (still  in  planning)  -  physical  education- 
recreation  facility,  dining  facilities,  resource  area, 
shop  area  and  equipment,  activities  space.  Under 
the  newly-created  "Office  of  Community  Schools," 
the  City  of  Boston  has  committed  staff  and  funding 
to  help  operate  these  facilities. 

The  key  element  in  determining  the  amount  of 
benefit  the  community  derives  from  these  facilities 
is  the  program  that  is  developed  for  using  them. 
The  most  important  factor  in  the  strength  of  the 
program  is  the  Community  School  Council  in  each 
school.  This  Council  has  the  principal  responsibility 
for  putting  the  needs  and  desires  of  their  particular 
community  into  a  program  that  will  respond  to 
them.  It  is  then  the  Council's  responsibility  to 
oversee  how  the  program  is  working  and  to  decide 
how  it  can  be  improved. 

Where  community  schools  are  already  operating 
in  Boston  some  exciting  things  have  been  ac- 
complished. There  are  activities  for  children, 
parents,  senior  citizens  and  whole  families.  Classes 
are  being  taught  at  community  request;  events  are 
being  held;  recreation  is  being  made  more 
available  to  all  ages;  and  more  and  better- 
coordinated  services  are  being  provided  to  all 
members  of  the  community.  These  kinds  of  things, 
and  more,  can  happen  through  the  South  End's  new 
community  schools.  The  potential  exists  -  in  the 
facilities  and  among  the  people  of  the  community. 
The  community  school  organizations  mentioned 
above  are  working  to  realize  this  potential.  They 


want,  and  need,  the  involvement  of  others  who  are 
interested  in  this  goal. 

(For  more  information  on  these  projects  con- 
cerned with  them  contact: 

Blackstone  -  Ed  Crotty,  277  Shawmut  Ave.,  426- 

Carter  -  Barbara  Strother,  20  Union  Park,  536- 
1921. 

Quincy  -  Quincy  School  Community  Council,  34 
Oak  St.,  482-9165. 

Williams  -  Ed  Crotty,  277  Shawmut  Ave.,  426- 
6660.) 

(Ed  Crotty  works  at  the  Shawmut  Neighborhood 
Center  as  a  member  of  the  Neighborhood 
Development  staff  of  United  South  End  Set- 
tlements.) 

Nuevas  Escuelas  Comunale 
Nuevas  "Escuelas  Comunales" 
para  el  South  End 

per  Ed  Crotty  ^  , 

Hace  aproximadamente  cinco  anos,  la  poblaclon 
del  South  End  comenzo  a  organizarse  para  con- 
seguir  que  la  ciudad  construya  nuevas  escuelas 
para  servir  al  South  End.  Una  vez  organizada,  la 
comunidad  comenzo'  a  intervenir  en  el 
planeamien^o  de  las  nuevas  escuelas.  Este  esfuerzo 
aun  continua. 

Hay  actualmente  cuatro  organizaciones 
comunales  trabajando  en  este  proyecto.  Son  El 
Blackstone  School  Community  Council,  el  Carter 
Site  Committee,  El  Quincy  School  Community 
Council  y  el  WilUams  Middle  School  CounciK  Las 
escuelas  en  las  que  ellos  estan  trabajando  estan  en 
distintas  etapas  de  desarroUo,  pero  c^da  proyecto 
escolar  debe  buena  parte  de  su  evolucion  al  trabajo 
de  estos  grupos. 

Tres  de  estas  escuelas,  Blackstone,  Carter  y 
Quincy,  estan  actualmente  en  su  fase  final_,de 
diserio  arquitectonico.  Esta  etapa  se  completara  en 
este  affo.  En  el  caso  de  Blackstone,  se  completara 
en  las  proximas  semanas.  La  Williams  Middle 
School  esta'  en  una  etapa  ma's  primitiva,  la^  de 
desarroUar  un  programa  escrito  que  guiara  el 
posterior  disenb. 

Una  vez  que  el  trabajo  de  pianos  se  complete,  los 
proyectos  estara'n  listos  para  que  los  contratistas 
hagan  sus  ofertas.  Este  paso  ha  sido  bloqueado  por 
muchos  meses  pues  el  Boston  School  Committee  no 
ha  tenido  un  plan  para  reducir  el  desbalance  racial 
en  el  sistema  escolar.  Por  ello  la  ciudad  no  recij)e 
fondos  estatales  para  proyectos  de  construccion. 
Tanto  el  City  Hall  como  el^  Massachusetts  De- 
partment of  Education  estan  trabajando  para 
eliminar  e^te  obstaculo  y  no  postergar  mas  la 
construccion  de  escuelas. 
Las  instalaciones  y  equipo  que  las  nuevas  escuelas 
tendran  representa  un  gran  incremento  de  lys 
recursos  comunitarios  del  South  End.  Estaran 
ubicados  en  areas  accesibles  desde  diversos 
barrios  del  South  End.  Las  direcciones  son: 
Blackstone  School  -  Shawmut  Ave.,  W.  Brookline 
St.,  Washington  St.,  W.  Dedham  St. ;  Carter  School  - 
-Tremont  St.,  Camden  St.,  Columbus  Ave.,  Benton 
St.;  Quincy  School  -  Washington  St.,  Oak  St., 
Shawmut  Ave.,  Marginal  Rd.;  Williams  Middle 
School  (se  construira  en  combinacion  con  el  "New 
Rotch  Playground")  -  Waltham  St.,  Washington 
St,,  E.  Berkeley  St.,  Shawmut  Ave.,  Bradford  St. 
En  estas  ubicaciones,  l^s  nuevas  "escuelas 
comunales"  no  solo  se  usaran  c9mo  salas  de  clase 
para  escolares,  sino  tambien  como  centros 
sociales,  culturales  y  recreacionales  para  gente  de 
la  comunidad  de  todas  las  edades. 

Entre  las  instalaciones  que  estas  "escuelas 
comunales"  tendri!h,  se  cuenta:  Blackstone  - 
piscina,  gimnasio,  comedor,  auditorio  con  600 
butacas,  areas  para  actividades  generates ;  Quincy 
-  gimnasio,  piscina,  teatro,  centre  de  salud,  s^- 
vicios  comunales,  comedor,  salas;  Willjams  (aun 
en  etapa^de  planeamiento)  -  educacion  rfsica  y 
recreacion,  comedor,  zona  de  negocios  y  equipo, 
area  para  actividades.  Bajo  la  recientemente 
creada  "Oficina  de  Escuelas  Comunales",  la 
Ciudad  de  Boston  ha  comprometido  personal  y 
financiamiento  para  operar  estas  instalaciones. 
El  elemento  clave  para  determinar  el  beneficio 


que  la  comunidad  recibe  de  estas  obras  ^es  el 
programa  que  se  elabora  para  su  utilizacion.  El 
factor  m^s  importante  que  sustenta  el  programa  es 
el  Consejo  Escolar  Comunal  de  cada  escuela.  Este 
Consejo  tiene  como  principal  responsabilidad 
establecer  las  necesidades  y  deseos  de  su 
comunidad  particular  e  implementar  un  programa 
que  los  refleje.  Es,  entonces,  responsabilidad  del 
Consejo  supervisar  el  cumpUmiento  del  programa 
y  decidir  sus  mejoras. 

En  aquellos  lugares  de  Boston  en  los  que  fun- 
cionan  escuelas  comunales,  han  sucedido  algunas 
cosas  interesantes.  Hay  actividades  para  ninos, 
padres,  ancianos  y  familias  enteras.  Se  ensenan 
cursos  a  pedido  de  la  comunidad ;  hay  actos,  todas 
las  edades  tienen  mas  acceso  a  actividades 
recreativas  y  se  ofrecen  mas  y  mejores  servicios  a 
todos  los  miembros  de  la  comunidad.  Este  tipo  de 
cosas  y  m^s  tambie'n  puede  darse  a  trav4s  de  las 
nuevas  escuelas  comunales  del  South  End. 
Potencialmente  esto  es  posible  -  por  las  in- 
stalaciones y  por  la  gente  de  la  comunidad.  Las 
organizaciones  comunales  escolares  mencionadas 
mas  arriba  estin  trabajando  para  transformarlo  en 
realidad.  Ellos  quieren  y  necesitan,  incorporar  a 
otras  personas  interesadas  en  este  pbjetivo. 

(Para  obtener  mayor  informacion  sobre  estos 
proyectos  y  los  grupos  con  ellos  relacionados, 
pongase  en  contacto  con: 

Blackstone  -  Ed  Crotty,  277  Shawmut  Ave.  426- 
6660 

Carter  -  Barbara  Strother,  20  Union  Park,  536- 
1921 

Quincy  -  Quincy  School  Community  Council,  34 
Oak  St.,  482-9165 

Williams  ~  Ed  Crotty,  277  Shawmut  Ave.,  426- 
6660) 

( Ed  Crotty  trabaja  en  el  Centre  Vecinal  Shawmut 
como  miembro  del  personal  de  DesarroUo  Vecinal 
de  United  South  End  Settlements). 


John  Orr,  New  Director 


United  Neighbors 
of  Lower  Roxbury 

United  Neighbors  of  Lower  Roxbury  is  located  in 
the  northern  end  of  Roxbury,  in  the  devastation  of 
the  Southwest  corridor  of  the  southeast  expressway 
and  amid  blocks  or  rubble  and  abandoned 
buildings.  The  area  is  bounded  by  Tremont  Street, 
Shawmut  Avenue,  Northampton  Street  and 
Ruggles  Street. 

Lower  Roxbury  is  not  all  rubble  and  abandoned 
buildings.  Just  a  short  distance  from  the  corridor 
some  good  buildings  remain  and  several  thousand 
families  reside  with  more  moving  in.  In  addition  to 
three  new  moderate  and  low  income  housing 
developments,  this  area  also  includes  private 
homes,  apartment  houses,  in  fill  housing  units,  and 
public  housing  developments. 

A  sense  of  community  is  still  being  born.  The 
population  of  approximately  15,000  is  about  85  per 
cent  black,  10  per  cent  Spanish-speaking,  and  5  per 
cent  other  minorities  or  white.  The  older  residents 
have  had  little  opportunity  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  new  residents.  Occupants  of  the  new 
housing  have  come  with  the  hope  ofhavinga  decent 
place  to  live,  many  for  the  first  time.  Private  home 
owners  have  waged  and  won  a  battle  to  keep  their 


homes  from  bemg  torn  down  by  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Athority  for  urban  renewal  pur- 
poses. Residents  of  public  housing  have  won 
tenants'  rights,  but  are  still  beset  by  the  same 
problems  as  tenants  of  public  housing  everywhere. 
While  each  of  these  groups  has  expressed  a 
willingness  to  merge  with  each  other,  our  role  will 
be  to  act  as  the  catalyst  to  bring  them  together. 

The  United  Neighbors  of  Lower  Roxbury  formed 
a  non-profit  corporation  in  late  1971  to  begin  to 
address  themselves  to  community  needs.  United 
Neighbors  realizes  that  housing  alone  does  not 
make  a  community  and  urban  renewal,  in  solely 
providing  housing,  has  failed  m  developing  a 
community.  Lower  Roxbury,  upon  completion  of  all 
proposed  housing,  will  be  more  densely  populated 
than  it  was  prior  to  urban  renewal  and,  at  the  same 
time,  will  have  fewer  services  than  before  its  in- 
ception. 

To  meet  its  objectives.  United  Neighbors  has 
leased  a  building  from  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  for  one  dollar  a  year.  The  interior  of  the 
building  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire  and  has  been 
rehabilitated  to  house  the  community  center. 
Funds  for  this  rehabilitation  were  raised  through 
community  sponsored  events  and  contributions. 
Grants  and  furnishings  were  received  from  private 
sources,  foundations  and  businesses.  The  center 
was  readied  for  occupancy  in  February  1972. 

Young  people  from  the  area  established  a  youth 
council  and  have  had  dances  and  talent  shows  to 
help  raise  funds.  The  Youth  Council  President 
currently  sits  as  a  full  member  on  the  Board  of 

Status  Report: 

Franklin  Square  House 

A  plaque  fifty  years  from  now  on  the  corner  of 
Washington  Street  and  East  Newton  Street  will 
probably  read:  "Here  stands  the  Franklin  Square 
House.  The  community  is  still  interested.  The 
building  is  still  empty."  However  that  may  be,  the 
present  situation  at  the  beginning  of  April  1973  is 
creating  a  lot  of  interest,  some  controversy,  and  a 
dash  of  confusion.  The  following  remarks  are 
merely  intended  to  offer  one  person's  view  of  what 
has  happened  over  the  past  several  weeks. 

The  Boston  City  Council  in  November  1972 
designated  the  Franklin  Square  House  as  surplus 
property  and  the  House  was  then  made  available  on 
a  bid  basis  to  any  developer  the  Department  of 
Public  Facilities  would  approve.  Public  Facilities 
finally  gave  the  nod  to  Interfaith  Inc.  as  the 
developer.  Shortly  thereafter,  Interfaith  withdrew 
from  consideration.  (It  would  be  valuable  if 
Interfaith  would  state  its  reasons  for  this  decision  in 
a  subsequent  Newsletter.)  Since  that  time, 
Frankhn  Square  House  has  existed  in  a  vacuum. 
Once  again,  there  were  no  apparent  plans  or 
programs  for  the  House. 

The  South  End  Partnership  for  the  Elderly  was 
concerned  about  what  would  happen  to  the  building 
and  its  eventual  use,  helpful  or  harmful,  to  the 
South  End  community.  Consequently,  at  a  Part- 
nership meeting  of  February  28,  the  Partnership 
decided  to  sponsor  a  meeting  of  various  interested 
parties;  as  many  groups  and  individuals  were 
contacted  who  could  make  an  input  into  this 
discussion  and  take  the  House  out  of  the  state  of 
limbo. 

Approximately  40  people  came  on  Tuesday, 
March  20,  to  the  Franklin  Square  House  to  relay 
information  about  the  House  and  to  discuss  its 
future.  Copies  of  the  minutes  of  that  meeting  are 
available  at  the  SEPAC  office.  Briefly,  these  facts 
came  out: 

1.  Public  Facilities  would  very  shortly  advertise 
for  bids  on  the  property.  The  city  has  an  economic 
interest  since  they  want  to  get  back  the  money  they 
spent  for  the  building  and  get  it  back  on  the  taxroUs. 

2.  The  City  Council  in  its  November  1972  Order 
stated  that '  'the  land  be  used  for  housing  the  elderly 
for  not  less  than  40  years." 

3.  The  Massachusetts  Housing  Finance  Agency 
would  prefer  to  work  with  a  profit-making 
organization  rather  than  a  non-profit  one. 

4.  There  are  several  groups  including  the  South 
End  Neighborhood  Action  Program  interested  in 
the  building  for  offices  and  programs;  the  South 
End  Community  Health  Center  for  a  nursing  home; 
Better  Cities  Inc.  for  residential  elderly  units;  and 
the  Penal  Institution  Department  of  the  City  for  a 
pre-release  center.  A  legal  assistance  program,  a 


Directors.  People  from  the  community  volunteered 
their  time  as  counselors,  supervisors,  and 
chaperones.  College  work-study  students,  4-H 
personnel  and  youth  were  hired  on  part-time  basis. 
They  conducted  tutoring  programs,  sewing  classes, 
arts  and  crafts  activities,  classes  on  nutrition  and 
diets ;  and  also  helped  in  clerical  work  and  setting 
up  a  library. 

This  densely  populated  area  has  no  other  existing 
social  or  recreational  services.  The  new  housing, 
which  replaces  a  former  slum  area,  can  easily 
become  a  new  slum  within  a  year  or  two  if  people, 
particularly  the  youth,  have  no  place  to  congregate 
except  the  streets,  hallways,  and  doorways.  Young 
people  between  the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen  comprise 
at  least  75  per  cent  of  the  area  population.  Since 
they  are  the  largest  segment  of  the  population,  the 
United  Neighbors  of  Lower  Roxbury  is  committed 
to  providing  programs  for  this  age  group.  Com- 
munity groups  use  the  center  regularly  for 
meetings  and  are  beginning  to  recognize  the  center 
as  its'  own. 

In  March  1973,  the  United  Neighbors  of  Lower 
Roxbury  hired  a  new  director,  John  Orr,  to  assume 
the  leadership  of  the  center  and  to  direct  the  course 
and  programs  for  the  future.  The  director  reaUzes 
that  in  order  to  accomplish  the  proposed  programs  - 
-  funds  are  essential .  He  is  appealing  to  individuals, 
as  well  as  private  foundations  and  businesses,  for 
financial  assistance.  He  welcomes  and  invites  the 
opportunity  to  speak  or  address  any  individual  or 
group  interested  in  the  Center. 


day  care  center  and  the  Storefront  Learning  Center 
have  also  sent  letters  of  interest  to  the  Department 
of  Public  FaciUties. 


While  there  was  some  opposition  to  the  pre- 
release center;  SNAP  (South  End  Neighborhood 
Action  Program),  SECHC  (South  End  Community 
Health  Center),  Better  Cities,  the  pre-release 
center,  emergency  housing  and  food  coop  groups 
were  willing  to  work  together  on  a  development 
package.  Since  that  time,  however.  Public 
Facilities  has  said  that  it  is  only  desirous  of 
receiving  a  complete  proposal  from  a  developer  of 
elderly  housing  with  a  certain  percentage  of  space 

South  End  Tenants  Council 

Tenants  are  their  own  best  advocates  for  better 
housing  so  believes  the  South  End  Tenants  Council. 
Results  can  be  shown  by  the  rehabilitation  of  20 
buildings,  approximately  100  apartments,  and  an 
additional  200  apartments  which  the  Tenants 
Development  Corporation  plans  to  have  con- 
structed by  mid-summer  or  early  fall. 

In  view  of  the  steps  taken  by  President  Nixon 
which  jeopardize  low  and  moderate  income  housing 
programs,  the  South  End  Tenants  Council  is 
planning  a  series  of  activities  in  conjunction  with 
other  tenant  groups  in  Boston  and  throughout  the 
country  hopefully  to  bring  about  new  legislation 
and  a  program  of  housing  meaningful  to  those  who 
need  it  most.  For  further  information  on  these 
activities,  please  contact  Mrs.  Veola  Canada,  South 
End  Tenants  Council,  No.536-6107. 


allotted  for  'community  use.'  Community  use  will 
be  determined  by  the  community  after  the 
developer  is  chosen. 

A  second  meeting  was  held  on  Monday,  March  26. 
The  results  of  this  meeting : 

1.  Public  FaciUties  began  advertising  for  the 
building  on  Sunday,  March  25.  Bids  will  be  closed  on 
April  16.  (Since  then,  PubUc  Facilities  stated  it 
would  extend  the  time  period  if  a  developer  were 
interested  and  was  unable  to  meet  that  April 
deadline.) 

2.  Franklin  Square  Housing  for  the  Elderly  Inc. 
stated  they  were  re-submitting  their  bid. 

3.  Groups  wiUing  to  work  together  agreed  to  meet 
on  the  following  day  to  work  on  a  proposal.  Present 
at  this  meeting  would  be  several  South  End  senior 
citizens  as  monitors. 

Once  again.  Franklin  Square  House  is  a  com- 
munity issue.  The  South  End  Partnership  for  the 
Elderly,  in  sponsoring  the  meetings  of  March, 
wished  only  for  an  open  discussion  and  the  eliciting 
of  information  which  the  South  End  should  know. 
There  was  good  discussion  and  some  information. 
Distilling  what  we  learned  at  those  meetings  and 
subsequent  conversations,  here  are  some  salient 
facts: 

1.  The  decision  of  PuMic  FaciUties  to  open  and 
close  bids  in  such  a  short  period  of  time  was  a  great 
surprise.  To  some  it  meant  the  city  wanted  this 
building  used  as  quickly  as  possible ;  and  to  others  it 
indicated  that  the  city  has  already  talked  to  a 
serious  developer  whom  the  community  does  not 
know  and  whose  proposal  is  therefore  completely 
unknown  whether  it  would  be  good  tor  our  mixed 
and  poor  community  or  beneficial  to  a  few. 

2.  The  interest  of  MHFA  (Massachusetts  Housing 
Finance  Agency)  in  financing  the  building  was 
welcome  and  heartening  information,  especially  in 
these  difficult  times. 

3.  The  desire  of  several  groups  to  work  together  in 
drawing  up  a  proposal  was  a  good  sign  of  the  will 
for  cooperation  and  the  community's  continued 
interest  in  this  House.  This  care  should  be 
strengthened. 

The  future,  immediate  and  long-range,  is  stiU 
clouded.  Several  questions  keep  recurring  at  this 
date: 

1.  Does  this  House  have  to  be  all  elderly  or  does 
just  a  major  portion  of  the  building  have  to  be 
reserved  for  residential  elderly  housing  units?  At 
this  time  the  answer  is  unclear .  What  effect  wiU  the 
several  other  elderly  buildings  and  towers,  now 
being  built  in  the  South  End,  have  on  the  answer  to 
the  first  question? 

2.  Are  there  any  defects  in  the  Franklin  Square 
House  that  would  make  rehabilitation  very  dif- 
ficult? The  lack  of  interest  in  the  building  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Hospitals  after  it  was 
purchased  for  them  makes  this  question  very 
important. 

3.  Are  the  3  to  5  million  dollar  figures  that  we 
often  hear  for  the  rehabilitation  costs  actually 
necessary?  Or  can  the  House  be  safely  used  sub- 
stantially as  is  with  a  much  smaller  cost  for 
rehabilitation?  Public  FaciUties  maintains  that,  at 
a  minimum,  all  the  electricity  has  to  be  redone,  the 
plumbing  has  to  be  changed  to  meet  standards, 
some  rooms  have  to  be  enlarged,  and  the  roof  has  to 
be  substantially  repaired. 

4.  If  costs  of  rehabilitation  are  very  high  does  this 
mean  that  in  fact  very  few  poor  elderly  will  ever 
have  any  chance  of  living  in  this  building  and  the 
community  wiU  be  effectively  shut  out? 

The  above  comments  are  made  in  the  light  of 
current  information.  There  is  no  desire  to  speculate 
about  rumors  or  cause  unnecessary  confusion; 
neither  of  which  has  been  included  in  this  report. 
The  wish  is  plain  and  simple:  to  convey  the  facts 
that  are  available  in  early  April  and  to  ask  the 
questions  that  are  most  common.  Our  desire  is  that 
the  best  use  of  the  Franklin  Square  House  be  in 
conformity  with  the  South  End.  Whichever 
developer  is  chosen  we  wish  only  that  it  not  be  done 
behind  closed  doors.  While  we  recognize  the  city's 
interest  in  recovering  its  money,  we  also  hope  that 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  South  End  -  this 
unique  community  in  any  city  -  wiU  not  be  forgot- 
ten. 

We  hope  that  aU  the  South  End  will  work  together 
and  cooperate  to  make  the  Franklin  Square  House 
live  again  as  a  vital  part  of  our  community.  There 
has  been  enough  contusion  and  controversy  and 
special  interests.  The  secrecy  must  end.  Let's  get 
on  with  the  business  at  hand.  We  can  make  this 
House  work  for  us. 


Informe  sobre  la  situacion 
de  la  Franklin  Square  House 

Dentro  de  50  anos,  en  la  esquina  de  la  calle 
Washington  e  EasI  Newton,  se  podra  leer  una  placa 
en  la  que  dira :  "He  aqui  la  Franklin  Square  House^ 
La  comunidad  esta'aun  interesada.  El  edificio  esta 
todavia  vaclo."  Aunque  esto  succeda,  la 
situacion  comienzos  de  abril  de  1973  esta 
creando  mucho  interes,  alguna  controversia,  y  un 
poco  de  confusion.  Las  siguientes  observaciones 
tienen  como  unico  prbposito  el  de  ofrecer  los  puntos 
de  vista  de  una  persona  sobre  lo  que  paso  en  las 
iiltimas  semanas. 

En  noviembre  de  1972,  el  Consejo  de  la  Ciudad  de 
Boston  decidio  poner  a  la  Franklin  Square  House  en 
la  lista  de  sobrantes,  y  acto  seguido,  la  casa  fue 
puesta  en  olerta  a  cualquier  "promotor"  que  el 
Department  of  Public  Facilities  aprobara.  El 
Department  of  Public  Facilities  finalmente  aprobo 
a  "Inter-Faith,  Inc."  para  actuar  comp 
"promotor."  Al  poco  tiempo,  Inter-Faith  se  retiro. 
(Serfa  muy  valioso  poder  saber  en  un  proximo 
boleti'n  cuales  fueron  las  razones  por  las  cuales 
Inter-Faith  decidio  retirarse).  Desde  ese  entonces, 
la  Franklin  Square  House  quedo  en  el  aire.  Una  vez 
mas,  aparentemente  no  habia  planes  o  programas 
con  respecto  a  la  casa. 

El  South  End  Partnership  for  the  Elderly 
(Hermandad  para  los  Ancianos)  estaba 
preocupado  por  lo  que  pudiera  pasar  con  el  edificio 
y  su  eventual  uso,  positivo  o  negativo,  para  la 
comunidad  del  South  End.  Por  lo  tanto,  en  la 
reunion  del  Partnership  del  28  de  febrero,  se  decidio 
patrocinar  una  reunion  de  las  varias  partes  in- 
teresadas ;  se  contactaron  tantos  grupos  y  personas 
como  fue  posible  que  pudieran  aportar  algo  a 
esta  discusicfn  y  sacar  la  casa  del  actual  estan- 
camiento. 

El  martes  20  de  marzo,  aproximadamente  40 
personas  estuvieron  presentes  en  la  Franklin 
Square  House  para  dar  informacion  sobre  la  casa  y 
discutir  su  futuro.  Copias  del  resumen  de  la  reunion 
se  pueden  obtener  en  las  oficinas  de  SEPAC. 
Brevemente,  estos  son  los  hechos  que  ban  surgido: 

1.  El  Department  of  Public  Facilities  pronto 
publicitaria  para  que  se  hagan  ofertas  por  la 
propiedad.  La  Ciudad  tiene  un  intere's  econo'mico 
pues  quiere  tener  de  vuelta  el  dinero  que  gasto  para 
el  edificio,  y  lo  conseguira  atrave's  de  los  impuestos. 

2.  En  la  ordenanza  de  Noviembre  de  1972,  el 
Consejo  de  la  Ciudad  decfa  que  "el  terrene  fuera 
usado  para  vi\^endas  para  los  ancianos  por  no 
menos  de  40  anos." 

3.  La  Agenda  de  Finanzas  para  la  Vivienda,  de 
Massachusetts  (Massachusetts  Housing  Finance 
Agency)  preferia  trabajar  con  una  organizacion 
con  fines  de  iucro  mas  que  con  una  organizacion  sin 
fines  de  lucre. 

4.  Hay  varies  grupos,  incluyendo  el  South  End 
Neighborhood  Action  Program,  interesados  en  el 
edificio,  para  poder  instalar  sus  oficinas  y 
programas;  El  South  End  Community  Health 
Center  para  im  asilo  de  ancianos;  la  Better  Cities, 
Inc.,  para  unidades  de  residencias  de  ancianos  y  el 
Penal  Institution  Department  para  un  centre  de 
"pre-libertad"  para  presos.  Un  programa  de 
asistencia  legal,  una  guarderfa  para  nines  y  el 
Storefront  Learning  Center  tambien  han  mandado 
cartas  al  Department  of  Public  Facilities, 
demostrando  interes. 

Si  bien  hubo  cierta  oposicion  en  cuanto  a  la  idea 
del  Centre  para  el  Institute  Penal,  el  South  End 
Action  Program,  el  South  End  Community  Health 
Center,  el  Better  Cities,  el  Centre  de  "Pre-libertad" 
y  los  grupos  de  emergencia  para  la  vivienda  y 
comida  deseaban  trabajar  en  conjunto  en  un  plan 
de  desarollo.  Sin  embargo,  desde  ese  entonces,  el 
Department  of  Public  Facilities  dijo  que  deseaba 
recibir  solamente  un  proyecto  complete  que  viniera 
de  parte  de  un  promotor  de  viviendas  para  ancianos^ 
que  incluyera  un  cierto  porcentaje  de  espacio 
asignadopara  "uso  de  la  comunidad."  El  "usode  la 
comunidad"  sera  determinado  por  la  comunidad 
luego  de  haber  elegido  el  promoter^ 

El  lunes  26  de  marzo  se  realizo'  una  segunda 
reunidn.  Los  resultados  de  esta  son  los  siguientes: 

1.  El  Departamento  de  "Public  Facilities" 
comenzo''a  publicitar  para  el  edificio  el  domingo  25 
de  marzo.  Las  ofertas  se  cerraran  el  16  de  abrlL 
(Desde  ese  entonces.  Public  Facilites  establecii) 
que  extenderfa  el  peribdo  en  case  de  que  im 
promotor  estuviera  interesado  y  no  estuviera  en 


condiciones  de  cumplir  con  la  fecha  de  vencimiento 
dada  en  abril.) 

2.  La  Franklin  Square  Housing  for  the  Elderly 
Inc.  dijo  que  ellos  mandarfan  nuevamente  su 
oferta. 

3.  Los  grupos  que  deseaban  trabajar  en  conjunto 
se  pusieron  de  acuerdo  para  reunirse  al  dJa 
siguiente  y  trabajar  en  el  proyecto.  En  esa  reunion 
estarian  presentes  varies  vecinos  con  antigliedad 
en  el  area,  para  instruirlos. 

Una  vez  mas,  la  Franklin  Square  House  esta  en  el 
tapete.  Al  auspiciar  las  reuniones  de  marzo,  el 
South  End  Partnership  for  the  Elderly,  solamente 
deseaba  abrir  una  discusion  y  seleccionar  in- 
formacion que  el  South  End  debia  saber.  Hubo 
buena  discusio'n  y  se  pudo  obtener  alguna  in- 
formacion. He  aqui  los  hechos  mas  salientes  de 
dichas  reuniones  y  posteriores  conversaciones: 

1.  Fue'una  gran  sorpresa  para  todos  el  saber  que 
el  Department  of  Public  Facilities  abrirfa  y 
cerrarfa  las  ofertas  en  un  perfodo  tan  corto.  Para 
algunos,  esto  significaba  que  la  ciudad  querfa  que 
el  edificio  fuera  usado  lo  mas  rapido  posible  y  para 
otros  significaba  que  la  ciudad  habfa  conversado  ya 
con  un  promotor  serio  que  la  comunidad  desconoce 
y  que,  por  consiguiente,  su  proyecto  no  se  conoce  y 
que  no  se  sabe  si  sera  conveniente  para  nuestra 
mixta  y  pobre  comunidad  o  si,  acaso  sera 
beneficioso  solamente  para  algunos. 

2.  Fue  acogida  con  entusiasmo  la  informacion  de 
que  el  Massachusetts  Housing  Finance  Agency  esta 
interesado  en  financiar  el  edificio. 

3.  El  intere's  de  varies  grupos  para  trabajar 
juntos  en  el  diseno  del  proyecto  fue'un  buen  signo  del 
deseo  de  cooperar  y  ademas,  refleja  el  continue 
intejes  de  la  comunidad  en  este  edificio.  Este  in- 
teres deberia  ser  promorido.  ^  ^ 

El  futuro  inmediato  y  a  largo  plazo  esta  todavia 
oscuro.  Todavfa  hay  algunos  interrogantes: 

1.  Debera  este  edificio  ser  integramente  para 
ancianos  o  debera  en  cambio  ser  solamente  una 
gran  parte  del  edificio  reservada  para  viviendas 
residenciales  para  ancianos?  Hasta  el  memento  la 
respuesta  no  es  clara.  Quf  etecto  tendri'a  en  los 
edificios  y  torres  para  ancianos  actualmente  en 
construccion  en  el  South  End,  como  respuesta  a  la 
primera  pregunta? 

2.  Hay  acaso  algunos  defectos  en  la  Franklin 
Square  House  que  harlan  su  rehabilitacion  muy 
dificultosa?  La  falta  de  interes  en  el  edificio  por 
parte  del  Departamento  de  Salud  y  Hospitales 
despues  que  el  edificio  fue  comprado  para  ellos, 
hace  que  esta  pregunta  sea  muy  importante. 

3.  Son  realmente  necesarias  las  cifras  de  3  a  5 
millones,  de  los  cuales  se  escucha  hablar  tan 
amenudo,  para  los  costos  de  rehabilitacion?  0 
podria  acaso  el  edificio  ser  sust^ncialmente  usado 
sin  peligro  tal  cual  esta,  con  un  costo  de 
rehabilitacion  mucho  menor?  El  Departamento  de 
Public  Facilities  sostiene  que,  como  mfnimo,  todo 
el  trabajo  de  electricidad  deberfa  hacerse 
nuevamente.  Las  caner'as  deberfan  ser  cambiadas 
para  c[ue  sean  aceptables,  algunas  habitaciones 
deberian  ser  agrandadas  y  el  techo  deberfa  ser 
reparado. 

4.  Si  los  costos  de  rehabilitacion  son  muy  altos, 
significari'a  esto  que,  de  hecho,  muy  pocos  ancianos 
pobres  podrfan  alguna  vez  tener  la  posibilidad  de 
vivir  en  este  edificio  y  la  comunidad  serfa  efec- 
tivamente  dejada  de  lado. 

Los  comentarios  anteriormente  citados  estan 
hechos  en  base  a  la  actual  informacion.  No  se  desea 
especular  con  rumores  o  causar  confusion ;  nada  de 
esto  se  incluyo'en  este  informe.  El  deseo  es  simple  y 
llano:  el  de  comunicar  los  hechos  conocidos  a 
principios  de  abril  y  formular  las  preguntas  mas 
comunes.  Nuestro  deseo  es  que  el  mejor  uso  de  la 
Franklin  Square  House  este'en  conformidad  con  el 
South  End.  No  nos  importa  cual  sera  el  promotor 
elegido,  solamente  queremos  que  todo  lo  que  se 
decida  con  respecto  a  esto  no  se  haga  a  puertas 
cerradas.  Si  bien  reconocemos  el  interns  de  la 
Ciudad  en  recuperar  su  dinero,  tambie'n  tenemos  la 
esperanza  de  que  los  intereses  de  la  gente  del  South 
End  -  esta  particular  comunidad  en  cualquier 
ciudad  -  no  sea  olvidada. 

Esperamos  que  todo  el  South  End  trabaje  unido 
y  colabore  para  que  la  Franklin  Square  House 
viva  nuevamente  y  que  sea  una  parte  vital  para 
nuestra  comunidad.  Ya  hubo  suficiente  confusion  y 
controversia  e  intereses  especiales.  Los  secretes 
deben  terminar.  Hagamos  las  cosas  como  se  debe. 
Nosotros  podemos  hacer  que  este  edificio  sirva 
para  nosotros. 


Consejo  de  Arrendatarios 

del  South  End 

El  Consejo  de  Arrendatarios  del  South  End  cree 
que  los  arrendatarios  son  los  mejores  abogados 
de  sf  mismos.  Los  resultados  se  demuestran  con  la 
rehabilitacion  de  veinte  edificios, 
aproximadamente  100  departamentos  y  unos  200 
departamentos  mis  que  el  "Tenants  Development 
Corporation"  planea  tener  construfdos  para 
mediados  del  verano  o  principios  de  otono. 

En  vista  de  los  pasos  tomados  por  el  Presidente 
Nixon  que  ponen  en  peligro  los  programas  de 
vivienda  para  gente  de  bajos  y  moderados  ingresos, 
el  Consejo  de  Arrendatarios  del  South  End  esta' 
planeando  una  serie  de  actividades,  en  conjunto  con 
otros  grupos  de  arrendatarios  de  Boston  y  del  resto 
del  pafs,  para  que  se  apruebe  una  nueva  legislacidh 
y  un  programa  de  viviendas  dirigido  a  aquellos  que 
mas  lo  necesitan.  Para  mayor  informacion  sobre 
estas  actividades,  por  favor  ponerse  en  contacto 
con  la  Sra.  Veola  Canada,  Consejo  de  Arrendatarios 
del  South  End,  No.  536-6107. 

(Continued  from  Page  t) 

resta  especular  acerca  del  ^xito  o  fracaso  de  esta 
estrategia.  ^ 

Otros  acuerdos  tacticos,  productivos  aunque 
menos  dramdticos,  incluyeron  una  campaffa  de 
cartas  escritas  al  Alcalde  y  al  Consejo  de  la  Ciudad 
sobre  la  posibilidad  de  iniciar  una  acci()n  legal 
contra  la  Ciudad  y  un  sistema  de  recoleccion 
privada  para  reciclar,  con  costo  nulo  para  la 
Ciudad. 

Claramente,  este  punto  esti  lejos  de  su 
resoluci6n.  Dos  recolecciones  semanales  no 
resuelven  las  necesidades  sanitarias  de  la 
comunidad!  La  incapacidad  de  la  Ciudad  para 
tratar  el  problema,  excepto  a  nivel  de  relaciones 
publicas  y  el  fracaso  en  el  tratamiento  de  proyectos' 
de  ley  con  respecto  a  los  perros  ha  complicado  la 
situaci((n  en  las  calles  de  Boston. 

Para  la  comunidad  es  tan  importante  la  reim- 
plantacion  del  servicio  con  la  frecuencia  habitual, 
como  la  demostracidn  de  fuerza  comunitaria  para 
lograr  dicho  objetivo.  En  la  reunion  del  14  de  marzo 
mas  de  200  residentes  demostraron  lo  que  puede 
lograrse  cuando  todos  nos  unimos  frente  a  una 
situacifln  de  crisis.  Propietarios  y  arrendatarios 
"los  que  poseen  y  los  que  no  poseen"  se  pusieron  de 
acuerdo  y,  al  uni'sojno,  dijeron  al  City  Hall  que  "no 
queremos  ser  tratados  como  vecindario  de  segunda 
clase  para  lo  cual  estamos  juntos  como  una 
unidad."  ,  ^ 

La  victoria  secundaria  es  que  la  recoleccion  de 
desperdicios  no  sera  reducida.  La  victoria  primaria 
aun  no  fue  lograda  pero  esta  prdxima.  Se  ha  creado 
una  estructura  de  trabajo,  con  una  base  dinamica, 
alrrededor  del  problema  de  los  desperdicios.  Es  un 
mecanismo  abierto  que  puede  evolucionar  hacia 
una  voz  comunal  permanente,  que  promueva  el 
control  comunitario.  Aqui  esta,  potencialmente,  la 
semilla  de  la  victoria  y  el  conducto  para  una  ex- 
plicita  expresiiJn  comunitaria.  El  (Dentro  de 
Informacion  de  la  Comunidad,  ubicado  en  248 
Huntington  Ave.,  actualmente  esti  compuesto  por 
personal  voluntario,  esta  organizando  e  in- 
vestigando  sobre  el  problema  de  los  desperdicios  y 
otros  puntos  importantes.  Se  desea  y  se  necesita  su 
colaboracion  para  canalizar  nuestra  voz  y  acci(in 
colectivas.  Por  favor  incorpo'rese  Uamando  al 
nilmero  536-8256.  Es  necesario  movilizar  nuestras 
energ'as  para  estar  preparados  y  actuar  en  forma 
concreta  frente  a  los  hechos.  Si  reciclamos  nuestra 
ira  en  un  foro  de  trabajo,  podemos  clamar  victoria 
en  el  Gran  Debate  de  los  Desperdicios. 


Robert  L.  Farrell,  Chairman 
Patrick  J,  Bocanfuso,  Vice  Chairman 
James  G.  Colbert,  Treasurer 
Paul  J.  Burns,  Assistant  Treasurer 
Joseph  J.  Walsh,  Member 


The  preparation  of  this  report  was  financed  in  part 
through  a  federal  ioan  and  grant  from  the  Renewal 
Projects  Administration  of  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  under  the  provisions  of  title 
1  of  the  housing  act  of  1949,  as  amended. 


SEPAC 

557  TremonI'  Sf  reef 
Bosfon,  Mass.  021 18 
Telephone  262-4318/4319 


sepac 

NEWSLETTER  .Ml    South  End  Project  Ar 


VOL.  5 
NO.  5 

J  973 


Area  Committee 


SEPAC  ELEaiONS 
JUNE  26 

The  Polls  will  be  open  from  8  AM  to  8  PM.  You 
can  vote  for  9  At  Large  Candidates  and  2  District 
Candidates.  If  you  have  any  questions  regarding 
where  to  vote  or  eligibility  to  vote,  please  call 
Little  City  Hall  (267-4010).  If  you  need  a  ride  to  the 
Polls,  call  the  SEPAC  office  (262-4318). 

Don't  forget  the  SNAP,  ETC,  and  Health  Center 
elections  also  being  held  on  June  26th. 

(SEE  CANDIDATES  PAGES  3,4,5,6) 


YOUR  CANDIDATES  ARE: 

You  are  entitled  to  vote  for  9  At  Large  Candidates 
and  2  Candidates  from  your  District.  If  you  are 
confused  in  which  district  you  live  or  where  to  vote, 
call  Little  City  Hall  (267^010). 

AT  LARGE  CANDIDATES 


George  Adams 
George  Buck 
Luz  Caudrado 
-  Royal  Cloyd 
Harry  Dow 
Sal  Farinella 
Jovita  Fontanez 
Clark  Frazier 
Betty  Gibson 

DISTRICT  1 

Morell  Baber 
DISTRICT  2 
Phil  Bradley 
Veola  Canada 
DISTRICT  3 
Maurice  Jones 
Ena  Harris 
Florence  Moore 
Ann  Yeomans 
DISTRICT  4 
Ruth  Aaron 
Rev.  Ralph  Kee 
Brian  Mullen 
DISTRIC  5 
Anderson  Rogers 
Gloria  Rogers 
Cecilia  Sawan 
DISTRICT  6 
Charles  Dumbaugh 
Phyllis  Hershfang 
David  Sprogis 
Joshua  A.  S.  Young 
DISTRICT  7 
Ron  Geddes 
Jeanette  Hajjar 


Rev.  Francis  J.  Gilday  S.J. 

Madeline  Hakim 

Chris  Hayes 

Kenneth  Hilliard 

Mike  Lerner 

D.  "Mike"  McCarthy 

Bill  Meinhoffer 

Howard  Stanton 

Doug  Zook 

DISTRICT  8 
Roberta  Ewing 
Lloyd  Jameson 
DISTRICT  9 
Juanda  Drumgold 
Katie  Gibson 
Grace  Hilliard 
DISTRICT  10 
David  Parker 
Herbert  Zeller 
DISTRICT  11 
Alice  Hucksam 
Sonia  Marrero 
Pat  Quintana 
DISTRICT  12 
Alexandra  Dailey 
DISTRICT  13 
John  Bethoney 
Audrey  Milton 
Anna  Riviera 
Patricia  Young 
DISTRICT  14 
Kathleen  Crampton 
John  Curran 
DISTRICT  15 
Shirley  Newry 


SEPAC  Meeting  Attendance 


(32  Meetings) 

Joshua  Young,  Moderator 
Clark  Frazier,  Staff  Coordinator 
John  Bethoney,  Treasurer 
Philip  Bradley,  Clerk 

Chris  Hayes,  At  large 
Royal  Cloyd,  At  large 
Betty  Gibson,  At  large 
Helen  Morton,  At  large 
George  Buck,  At  large 
Isaiah  Owens,  At  large 
Jovita  Fontanez,  At  large 
MadeUne  Hakim,  At  large 
George  Wilson,  District  1 
Liliane  Wilson,  District  1 
Veola  Canada,  District  2 
Edward  Walker,  District  3 
Rev.  Thomas  Kennedy,  District  3 
Frederic  Berg,  District  4 
James  Fitzgerald,  District  4 
David  Chin,  District  5 
Anderson  Rogers,  District  5 
David  Sprogis,  Districte 
Ronald  Geddes,  District  7 
Ray  Liston,  District? 
John  Moses,  District  8 
Lloyd  Jameson,  District  8 
Steven  Henry,  District  9 
Katie  Gibson,  District  9 
William  Shabazz,  District  10 
Herb  Becket,  District  10 
Ann  Kerrey,  District  11 
Alice  Hucksam,  District  11 
William  Kelley,  District  12 
Rose  Mehegan,  District  12 
SheUa  Martin,  District  13 
Lawrence  Buechs,  District  14 
William  Bunting,  District  14 


No. 

% 

31 

97 

31 

97 

31 

97 

24 

75 

20 

63 

19 

60 

25 

78 

25 

78 

4 

12 

5 

16 

8, 

25 

2(0f  6) 

33 

22 

69 

18 

57 

22 

69 

1 

3 

16 

50 

15 

47 

25 

78 

19 

60 

14 

44 

21 

66 

21 

66 

19 

60 

3 

9 

22 

69 

2 

6 

13 

41 

6 

19 

2 

6 

12 

38 

32 

100 

10 

31 

28 

88 

2 

6 

2 

6 

17 

53 

Powers  Of  SEPAC 

Organizational  Structure 

Because  of  the  possibility  of  arranging  third- 
party  contracts  with  the  BRA  it  is  appropriate  that 
SEPAC  be  a  non-profit  corporation. 
Access  to  Decision  Making 

The  BRA  is  required  to  "work  closely  with 
SEPAC  to  assure  that  South  End  residents  par- 
ticipate in  the  formulation  and  execution  of  plans 
for  renewal  of  the  area  and  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  its  residents."  This  means  that  the 
BRA  cannot  merely  solicit  SEPAC  for  a  few  ideas 
or  just  keep  them  informed  of  the  project's 
progress,  for  SEPAC  must  have  "clear  and  direct 
access  to  decision-making  in  all  stages  of  the  urban 
renewal  process."  HUD  further  stipulates  that 
SEPAC  must  have  access  to  "relevant  decision 
makers  ...  at  appropriate  points  in  the  decision- 
making process  so  that  SEPAC's  views  can  be 
presented  before,  not  after,  decisions  are  made." 
Therefore,  SEPAC  has  the  right  to  consult  with  and 
advise  high  BRA  officials,  technical  staff,  and  all 
other  city  officials  who  are  concerned  with  the 
renewal  process. 

"Clear  and  direct  access  to  decision-making"  is 
an  ambiguous  statement,  and  the  interpretation 
given  to  the  standard  of  review  will  depend  largely 
on  pressure  from  SEPAC  "and'  the  South  End 
Community. 
Sufficient  Information 

The  BRA  is  required  to  furnish  SEPAC  with 
"sufficient  information  about  the  project  ...  to 
enable  ...  (SEPAC)  to  participate  knowledgeably." 
This  information  must  be  "detailed  and  precise... 
Statistics,  studies,  reports,  data,  and  plans  must  be 
available  to  SEPAC. 

The  BRA  is  required  to  furnish  SEPAC  with 
needed  information  ."sufficiently  in  advance  of  the 
time  decisions  are  actually  made  in  order  to 
evaluate  data  and  to  formulate  alternative 
proposals  if  necessary."  Since  the  easiest  way  to 
subvert  citizen  participation  is  to  withhold  in- 
formation, vigorous  pressure  must  be  exerted  to 
assure  compliance  with  this  requirement.  Firm, 
written  procedures  should  be  established  to  ensure 
that  SEPAC  will  have  free  access  to  the  in- 
formation it  needs.  (This  has  not  been  done). 
Technical  Assistance 

The  BRA  is  required  to  provide  SEPAC  with 
"necessary  technical  assistance."  This  includes 
administrative  and  secretarial  staff,  office  space 
and  equipment,  and  consulting  assistance,  which 
may  be  given  "either  by  the  provision  of  (BRA) 
staff  personnel  or  by  contracting  with  consultants 
who  will  provide  services  to  the  SEPAC. ' '  The  costs 
of  providing  SEPAC  with  technical  assistance  are 
"eligible  costs,"  which  are  included  in  Gross 
Project  costs  and  will  be  paid  in  large  part  by  HUD. 

SEPAC  has  hired  its  own  staff  so  that  it  can  have 
full  control  over  it.  This  is  specifically  permitted  by 
HUD  policies.  Technical  assistance  "must  be 
mutually  acceptable  to  the  SEPAC  and  the  BRA." 

SEPAC  must  have  adequate  facilities  for  staff  as 
well  as  general  meeting  purposes.  The  BRA  may 
provide  space  in  the  project  site  office,  or  the 
SEPAC  may  negotiate  for  its  own  front  office  such 
as  the  one  it  currently  occupies. 
Renewal  Activities  for  SEPAC  Action 

HUD  requires  that  SEPAC  "participate  in  the 
formulation  of  plans  for  renewal  of  the  area  and 
improvement  of  the  conditions  of  its  residents." 

{Continued  on  Page  2) 


Powers  Of  SEPAC... 

(Conlinued  from  Page  t) 

"SEPAC  shall...  participate  in  the  detailed  plan- 
ning and  ...  in  the  decisions  regarding  the  timing 
and  location  of  all  activities  within  the  urban 
renewal  area." 

SEPAC  may  negotiate  with  the  BRA  for  a  veto 
over  all  BRA  plans.  (SEPAC  currently  has  veto 
power  over  new  development  and  demolition). 
While  HUD  states  that  "the  role  of  SEPAC  should 
be  collaborative  rather  than  duplicative  or  com- 
petitive with  the  BRA  in  the  planning  of  the 
project"  the  department  is  firm  in  requiring  that 
"sufficient  funds...  be  provided  to  assure  that  the 
SEPAC  can  understand  feasible  alternatives  and 
can  advance  suggestions  of  its  own."  (The  BRA 
proposal  to  cut  the  SEPAC  budget  appears  to 
conflict  with  requirement). 

Dissemination  of  Information 

The  SEPAC  is  under  contract  with  the  BRA  to 
perform  the  service  of  providing  information  to 
South  End  residents  to  enable  them  to  participate 
knowledgeably  in  the  urban  renewal  project.  The 
BRA  is  required  to  publish  "a  well-conceived  and 
conscientiously  administered  informational 
program"  to  provide  residents  with  "adequate  and 
timely  information  on  project  proposals,  and  how 
they  may  or  may  not  be  affected  by  the  proposals." 

Relocation 

Active  involvement  by  SEPAC  both  in 
development  of  relocation  plans  and  in  their 
execution,  may  help  to  remedy  some  of  the  abuses. 
Recent  court  decisions  g-anting  displacees  stan- 
ding to  attack  the  feasibility  of  relocation  planning 
and  program  administration,  now  give  residents 
and  their  advocates  substantially  more  bargaining 
power  in  forcing  the  BRA  to  provide  adequate 
relocation. 

HUD  allows  the  BRA  to  contract  with  private 
groups  to  carry  out  relocation  programs.  SEPAC 
could  contract  with  the  BRA  to  take  responsibility 
for  all  or  part  of  the  relocation  program  itself. 

Rehabilitation 

SEPAC  can  carry  out  a  variety  of  activities 
connected  with  rehab,  most  of  which  are  "eligible 
costs"  under  the  renewal  program.  In  all  rehab 
projects  the  BRA  is  required  to  develop  "a  con- 
tinuing action  program  to  involve  owners,  tenants, 
and  business  concerns  in  the  project  in  achieving 
and  maintaining  project  objectives."  A  special 
rehab  clinic  might  be  established  to  provide 
guidance  to  property  owners  in  problems  involving 
finance,  design  of  improvements,  and  legal  mat- 
ters. (Rehabilitation  has  seriously  lagged  within 
the  South  End  project). 

Property  Management 

The  BRA  is  responsible  for  managing  property 
within  the  project  area  between  the  time  of 
acquisition  and  the  time  of  resale  to  private 
developers.  Citizen  pressure  and  even  legal  action 
should  be  used  to  force  the  BRA  to  comply  with  the 
Federal  requirements  regarding  maintenance  and 
security  of  the  area. 

HUD  requires  the  BRA  to  "give  preference  ...  to 
the  employment  of  unemployed  and  un- 
deremployed persons  in  the  locality  in  the  per- 
formance of  property  management  services."  The 
SEPAC  should  use  this  requirement  to  arrange  for 
hiring  of  residents  as  security  guards  or  watchmen. 
Residents  can  also  be  hired  and  trained  to  perform 
maintenance  services  and  landscaping.  (Most  BRA 
buildings  appear  to  violate  requirements  as  to 
security). 

Training  and  Employment  Programs 

Sections  of  HUD  Act  1968  (Pub.  L.  90-448, 82  Stat. 
476,  as  codified  in  12  USC  1701  u)  requires 
maximum  utilization  of  local  residents  and  resident 
firms  in  Federal  housing  programs.  Also,  Urban 
Renewal  regs.  specifically  authorize  the  BRA  to 
"make  arrangements  with  the  SEPAC  for  the 
SEPAC  to  assist  in  the  utilization  of  residents  in 
various  capacities  in  the  project.  The  "costs  of 
contracts  with  SEPAC  for  employment  of  project 
residents  to  perform  necessary  work  in  planning 
and  execution  of  the  project"  are  eligible  to  receive 
Federal  subsidies  under  the  renewal  program. 


South  End  Community  Organizations: 
Arts  and  Libraries 

Dear  Friends; 

In  an  effort  to  promote  the  continuing 
communication  among  South  End  agencies  this 
letter  is  to  inform  you  of  new  developments  at  the 
South  End  YWCA. 

As  of  30  June  1973  the  YWCA  will  no  longer  rent 
the  USES  facility  at  277  Shawmut  Avenue,  but  will 
continue  its  presence  in  the  South  End  in  a  different 
manner.  In  an  effort  to  develop  better  programs  for 
women  and  teen  girl  residents,  we  are  going  to  hire 
more  staff  to  work  with  local  agencies  and 
neighborhood  organizations  in  planning  programs. 
This  will  of  course  involve  a  great  deal  of 
cooperation  and  coordination  between  agencies  and 
the  South  End  YWCA  Program  Coordinator. 

Ms.  Jewell  Miller,  a  South  End  resident,  will  take 
over  the  position  of  Coordinator.  She  comes  to  us 
with  a  great  deal  of  experience  in  recreation  as  well 
as  with  the  Boston  Urban  League,  Peace  Corps,  and 
Public  Health.  Her  "office"  will  be  located  at  the 
Boston  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  Street,  536-7940  ext.  36 
but  she  will  spend  most  of  her  time  in  the  South  End 
meeting  with  various  organizations  interested  in 
programs. 

Though  we  are  in  a  state  of  transition,  we  still 
have  a  summer  program  planned  for  the  South 
End.  There  will  be  weekend  camping  for  coed 
groups  14-18  years  of  age,  day  trips  for  younger 
children,  and  a  girl's  basketball  team  to  play  in  the 
Boston  Neighborhood  Basketball  League.  Please 
contact  Ms.  Miller  if  you  want  more  information  on 
these  programs. 

We  are  most  interested  in  working  with  you  and 
your  staff  and  hope  you  will  call  on  us  at  any  time. 

Sincerely, 
Nancy  C.  Warner  for 
South  End  YWCA  and 
South  End  Program  Committee 

YOU'RE 
INVITED! 

SEPAC  Board  Meetings  are  held 
every  other  Wednesday  evening  at 
7:30  p.m.  Please  call  Karen  Gould  at 
262-4318  for  further  information 
regarding  exact  date  and  location. 


REMEMBER  TO 

VOTE 

On 
JUNE  26 
For  The 

CANDIDATES 

Of  Your 


CHOICE! 


Details  of  SEPAC 
June  Elections 

The  South  End  Project  Area  Committee 
(SEPAC)  is  the  community  agency  officially  recog- 
nized by  the  City  of  Boston,  the  Boston  Redevelop- 
ment Authority,  and  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  for  the  purpose  of  moni- 
toring development  within  the  South  End  along  with 
the  Redevelopment  Authority.  SEPAC  is  a  group  of 
39  elected  members  who  meet  on  a  regular  basis  to 
discuss  development  activity  within  the  South  End. 
On  June  26th,  SEPAC  will  hold  an  election  to  deter- 
mine who  will  sit  on  this  committee  for  the  next  two 
years.  If  you  would  like  additional  information  or 
clarification,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  call  the 
SEPAC  Office,  No.  262-4318. 

District  Representatives 

..SEPAC  members  will  be  elected  from  15  dis- 
tricts. 

..2  members  of  SEPAC  will  be  elected  from  each 
of  the  15  districts. 

At  Large  Representatives 

..9  members  of  SEPAC  will  be  elected  AT- 
LARGE  from  the  entire  South  End. 

Eligibility  To  Vote 

All  residents  of  the  SEPAC  AREA  who  were  at 
least  17  years  of  age  on  January  1, 1973  are  eligible 
to  vote  in  the  election,  provided  their  names  appear 
on  the  1973  Police  Lists  or  the  1972  Voting  Lists.  All 
residents  of  the  SEPAC  AREA  who  were  not  Police 
Listed  or  Registered  Voters  or  who  moved  into  the 
area  after  January  1, 1973  may  prove  their  eligibil- 
ity to  vote  by  exhibiting  reasonable  proof  on  Elec- 
tion Day. 

Calendar 
For  SEPAC  Election 

June  26-  SEPAC  ELECTION  --  POLLS  OPEN  8 
a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

July  3  -  5:00  p.m.  last  time  for  filing  recount 
petitions.  25  signatures  required  for  district  can- 
didates. 50  signatures  required  for  AT-LARGE 
candidates. 


Polling  Locations 
For  SEPAC  Election 
June  26 

DISTRICT  I  Housing  Project  Basement  rear  575 
Shawmut  Avenue  (enter  from  Camden  Street) 
DISTRICT  2  Fire  Station,  Engine  No.  22,  700 
Tremont  Street. 

DISTRICT  3  George  Bancroft  School,  Appleton 
Street. 

DISTRICT  4  Oiarles  E.  Mackey  School,  Mont- 
gomery Street. 

DISTRICT  5  John  J.  Williams  School,  Groton 
Street. 

DISTRICT  6  Fire  Station,  Engine  No.  22,  700  Tre- 
mont Street. 

DISTRICT  7  Charles  E.  Mackey  School,  Mont- 
gomery Street. 

DISTRICT  8  Charles  E.  Mackey  School,  Mont- 
gomery Street. 

DISTRICT  9  Housing  Project  Basement  rear  575 
Shawmut  Avenue  (enter  from  Camden  Street) 
DISTRICT  10  Joseph  J.  Hurley  School,  70  Wor- 
cester Street 

DISTRICT  11  John  J.  Williams  Municipal  Building, 
400  Shawmut  Avenue. 

DISTRICT  12  Joshua  Bates  School,  Harrison 
Avenue. 

DISTRICT  13  Cathedral  Housing  Project,  20  East 
Brookline  Street. 

DISTRICT  14  John  J.  Williams  School,  Groton 
Street. 

DISTRICT  15  Housing  Project  Basement  rear  575 
Shawmut  Avenue  (enter  from  Camden  Street) 


SEPAC  CANDIDATES 


At  Large  Candidates 


GEORGE  ADAMS 
42  Warwick  Street 

National  Staff  member  of 
NAACP,  Vice  President  of 
United  Neighborhoods  of 
Lower  Roxbury,  born  and 
brought  up  in  the  South  End 

If  elected  to  the  SEPAC 
Board  I  will  make  every  effort 
to  see  that  the  BRA  tulfUls 
their  commitment  to  the  South 
End  community  and  completes 
the  South  End  Plan. 

I  feel  that  justice  and 
equality  takes  effort  to  realize. 
They  are  necessary  to  the 
fulfillment  and  process  of  a 
community  and  society. 


Association,  Boston  Center  for 
the  Arts 

After  living  thirteen  years  in 
the  South  End,  I  still  believe 
firmly  that  we  should  strive  to 
remain  neither  a  rich  or  poor 
man's  ghetto.  Our  strength  will 
remain  in  our  ability  to  be  open 
to  all  who  would  live  here.  We 
must  work  for  a  better  com- 
munity which  will  be  rich  in 
human  relations  as  well  as 
physical  beauty. 


LUZCUADRADO 
11  Union  Park 


SALVATORE  FARINELLA 
3  Sussex  Street 

Special  Assistant  to 
Executive  Director  of  South 
End  Neighborhood  Action 
Program  (SNAP). 

As  a  South  End  resident  for 
the  last  six  years,  I  have 
watched  the  urban  renewal 
process  in  the  South  End  at 
close  quarters:  first  as  a 
resident  who  was  directly 
affected  and  second  as  an 
advocate  for  neighborhood 
people  who  were  confused 
about  the  process  affecting 
their  lives.  I  have  been  in- 
volved in  the  process  unof- 
ficially for  a  long  time.  I  want 
to  take  an  official  stand  now. 


ventionally  financed,  housing 
18  working  people. 

Housing  of  major  concern; 
surpassed  by  concern  for 
better  living:  schools; 
playareas  (no  crossing  of  high- 
ways to  play) ;  shops  &  local 
services  (local  jobs);  clean, 
convenient  eating  places;  well- 
located  supermarket  within 
walking  distance  to  prevent 
expensive  taxi-rides  twice  a 
month  to  stock  up. 


SEPAC  must  remain  a  viable 
group  so  that  the  South  End 
Plan  that  was  approved  by  the 
People  of  the  South  End  can  be 
finished.  1  also  feel  that  the 
SEPAC  should  get  on  with  the 
business  at  hand,  as  stated  in 
the  bylaws,  and  not  become 
another  social  agency. 


HARRY DOW 
385  Shawmut  Avenue 

Member  of  SNAP  Board, 
ETC  Board  and  Monitoring 
Committee  of  South  End 
Security  Program. 

South  End  resident  over  65 
years. ..by  training,  expertise, 
knowledge  and  experience 
believed  competent  to  fulfill 
civic  duty  in  the  interest  of  all 
segments  of  the  community. 


Why  do  I  want  to  run  for 
SEPAC?  I  want  to  run  for 
SEPAC  because  I'm  con- 
cerned. I  am  concerned  about 
the  physical,  social  and 
economic  renovation  of  the 
South  End.  I  am  concerned  for 
the  spiritual  and  cultural 
enrichment  of  the  different 
groups  that  inter-act,  in  the 
South  End  -  namely  Black, 
Chinese,  Syrian,  Greek,  Puerto 
Rican,  Whites,  etc.  And  also  I 
am  concerned  that  the  South 
End  become  an  integral  part  of 
the  overall  development  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 


ROYAL  CLOYD 
42  Union  Park 

SEPAC,  SEFCO,  BEST, 
Ellis   USES,   Union  Park 


JOVITA  FONTANEZ 
32  Dartmouth  Street 

Escorpio,  Borinquena, 
Madre  de  dos  hijos,  Residente 
del  South  End  por  quince,  (15) 
anos,  ha  trabajado  en  Neigh- 
borhood Youth  Corps,  ABCD, 
programa  WIN,  SNAP,  AP- 
CROSS,  Actualmente  estudia 
el  tercer  ano  en  la  Universidad 
de  Massachusetts  en  Boston  - 
Sociologia. 

Esta  interesada  en  asegurar 
la  participacion  de  la 
comunidad  hispana  y  otros 
grupos  minoritarios  en  el 
desaroUo  del  South  End. 

Scorpio,  Puerto  Rican, 
mother  of  two,  resident  of 
South  End  for  15  years,  has 
worked  for  Neighborhood 
Youth  Corps,  ABCD,  WIN 
Program,  SNAP,  APCROSS, 
presently  studying  sociology  at 
U.  Mass  -  Boston. 

I  am  interested  in  assuring 
the  participation  of  Latins  and 
other  minority  groups  in  the 
development  of  the  South  End. 


CLARK  FRAZIER 
29  Union  Park 
SEPAC  member  At  Large, 
SEPAC  Staff  Coordinator, 
Chairman  of  SEPAC  Housing 
Subcommittee,  member  of 
South  End  Committee  on 
Transportation,  treasurer  of 
Union  Park  Association, 
Former  president  of  Chester 
Square  Association 

The  South  End  urban 
renewal  plan  may  never  be 
completed  unless  decisive 
action  is  taken  by  SEPAC  and 
South  End  residents  to  obtain 
firm  commitments  for 
adequate  funding,  to  make  the 
BRA  accountable  for  its  ac- 
tions and  to  gain  control  of  the 
planning  process.  To  what  end 
will  I  pursue  these  goals?  To 
make  the  South  End  more 
hveable  with  the  amenities, 
services,  and  facilities  to 
which  all  of  its  residents  are 
entitled. 


REV.  FRANCIS  J.  GILDAY 
S.J. 

761  Harrison  Avenue 
South  End  Urban  Renewal 
Committee,  Mental  Health 
Area  Board,  South  End  Part- 
nership for  the  Elderly, 
Franklin  Square  Housing 
Associstss. 

On  the  SEPAC  organization, 
representing  as  it  does  the 
entire  South  End  community, 
rests  the  responsibility  and 
hope  of  salvaging  the  best  of 
the  Urban  Renewal  Program. 
With  so  much  undone,  and  so 
much  more  still  to  be  un- 
dertaken in  housing,  financing, 
construction  and 
rehabilitation,  the  new  SEPAC 
Board  faces  a  tremendous  task 
to  serve  the  best  interests  of  all 
the  South  End  citizens. 


MICHAEL  LERNER 
361  Columbus  Avenue 

Former  coordinator  of  The 
Peoples'  South  End  News,. 
Former  staff-member  and 
currently  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  South  End 
Community  Health  Center. 

My  primary  concern  con- 
tinues to  be  the  well-being  of 
the  traditional  low  and 
moderate  income  population  of 
the  South  End.  1  would  hope  to 
help  return  SEPAC  to  the 
watchdog  agency  it  was 
originally  intended  to  be  in 
order  to  protect  the  low  income 
people  from  the  harmful  ef- 
fects of  real  estate  speculation 
in  our  community.  I  have 
neither  direct  nor  indirect 
interests  in  the  South  End. 


CHRISTOPHER  HAYES 
156  W.Canton  Street 

Lifelong  resident  of  the 
South,  occupation  -  milkman. 

My  20-  year  involvement  in 
building  a  better  South  End  has 
been  as  an  advocate  for  better 
housing,  schools,  and 
recreation  for  our  community; 
and  my  position  has  always 
been  that  of  an  unpaid,  con- 
cerned citizen. 


BETTY  GIBSON 
530  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Good  attendance  for  2  terms, 
served  on  5  sub-committees. 
Residing  at  530  Mass.  Ave.,  a 
licensed  lodging  house  con 


KENNETH  HILLI ARD 
38  Dwight  Street 
I  have  lived  in  the  South  End 
since  1967.  I  feel  that  the 


D.  "MIKE"  MCCARTHY 
4  East  Brookline  Street 
Cathedral  Project 

Past  Chairwoman  of  South 
End  Community  Health 
Center,  former  Director  of 
South  End  Dental  Clinic. 

South  End  resident  and 
active,  concerned  community 
worker  and  mother  of  9.  I  have 
lived  in  the  South  End  for  17 
years.  My  goal  as  a  SEPAC 
member  will  be  to  represent 
the  poor  and  middle  class  of 
our  community.  The  tenants 
and  those  frustrated  with 
inadequate  and  sub-standard 
housing  have  never  had  any 
solid  representation.  Conflicts 
of  interest  must  be  eliminated 
on  the  SEPAC  Board  and 
schools  must  be  given  priority 
immediately. 

HOWARD  STANTON 
1 1  Union  Park 
Although  I  am  a  relatively 
new  resident  in  the  South  End, 
I  feel  that  my  experience  in 
urban  planning  and  housing 

(Continued  on  Page  4' 


At  Large  Candidates         DISTRICT  2 


(Continued  from  Page  3) 

can  be  valuable  in  the  many 
technical  problems  of  urban 
renewal.  If  elected,  I  expect  to 
devote  my  energies  to  seeing 
that  the  South  End  Plan  is 
completed.  The  South  End  and 
the  SEP  AC  must  work  together 
in  order  to  force  the  BRA  and 
the  city  authorities  to  complete 
the  renewal  of  our  community 
as  they  have  promised. 


MADELINE  HAKIM 
5C  Village  Court 


WILLIAM  MEINHOFFER 
12  Saint  George  Street 

DISTRICT  1 


DOUCZOOK 
i:in  Chandler  Street 

Founder-editor  of  the 
Peoples'  South  End  News. 
President  of  the  Community 
Wide  News  which  is  at- 
tempting to  establish  a 
newspaper  and  journalism 
school  here  in  the  community. 

I  feel  that  being  a  part  of  this 
newly-elected  SEPAC  Board 
will  give  me  the  opportunity  to 
join  with  other  residents  who 
are  representatives  in  fighting 
tor  an  end  to  exploitation  and 
the  beginning  of  justice  for  the 
majority  here  -  the  poorer 
people  of  the  community. 

GEORGE  BUCK 
28A  Union  Park 


PHIL  BRADLEY 
:i9  Rutland  Square 
1  am  especially  interested  in 
seeing  that  money  is  com- 
mitted for  the  completion  of 
the  South  End  Urban  Renewal 
Plan  including  new  streets, 
sidewalks,  parks,  schools, 
recreation  facilities,  and  low 
income  housing.  At  the  same 
time,  I  am  equally  concerned 
in  guaranteeing  that  the  "New 
South  End"  does  not  exclude 
the  poor,  blacks,  Puerto 
Ricans,  Chinese,  elderly  and 
other  racial  minorities  from 
decent  housing  or  many  of  the 
other  benefits  that  the  South 
End  has  to  offer;  for  it  is  this 
very  diversity  in  lifestyles  and 
ethnic  groups  which  makes  the 
South  End  special  and  dif- 
ferent. 


and  a  life-long  resident  of  the 
area;  therefore,  has  known 
the  area  and  people  for  many 
years.  Is  interested  in  im- 
provements of  streets, 
lighting,  housing  for  more  low 
and  middle  income  people. 
Would  like  to  see  City  of  Boston 
maintain  sewers,  parks  and 
solve  daily  parking  problem  of 
outsiders  on  our  streets. 


York;  Boston  Model  Cities; 
South  End  resident  for  V/z 
years;  involvement  in  the 
South  End  since  1%4. 

I  enjoy  living  in  the  South 
End  and  wUl  work  to  contmue 
its  improvement  and  progress. 

DISTRICT  4 


DISTRICT  5 


MAURICE  JONES 
205  West  N  ewton  Street 
Resident  of  the  South  End  for 
twenty-three  years.  I  have 
served  on  a  number  of  com- 
munity boards  in  the  South 
End  -  South  End  Tenants 
Council  and  South  End 
Management  Firm.  I  am 
greatly  concerned  with  what  I 
see  happening  in  the  South  End 
and  its  beautiful  people.  If 
elected  to  SEPAC  I  will  put 
forth  an  unrelenting  effra-t  to 
insure  that  the  marvelous 
people  of  the  South  End  receive 
all  the  benefits  and  services 
that  they  so  richly  deserve. 


VEOLA  CANADA 
26  Concord  Square 

Chairwoman  of  South  End 
Tenants  Council,  Tenant 
Development  Corporation 
Board  member,  City  Hospital 
Family  Health  Center 
Advisory  Board  member. 

As  a  resident  of  the  South 
End  for  23  years,  I  have  seen 
the  South  End  go  through 
many  changes.  Some  of  these 
changes  have  been  positive, 
some  negative.  As  a  SEPAC 
representative  I  am  concerned 
with  seeing  housing,  trans- 
portation, public  im- 
provements, and  parks  be  built 
for  the  entire  South  End  -  not 
just  a  chosen  few. 

DISTRICT  3 


RUTH  AARON 
20  Dartmouth  Place 
Former  employee  -  South 
End  LitUe  City  Hall,  Mayor's 
Office,  ABCD  Program 
Development  Department. 
Graduate  Student  -  Boston 
College  Graduate  School  of 
Social  Work,  Master's  Degree 
Candidate  in  Social  Planning. 
Currently  employed  at 
Division  of  Health  Facilities 
Development,  Mass.  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Health. 

In  light  of  proposed  Federal 
cutbacks  in  funding,  it  is  im- 
perative for  SEPAC  to  insure 
that  community  residents 
exercise  their  power  to  control 
the  course  of  future 
redevelopment  in  the  South 
End,  to  obtain  all  of  the 
facilities  promised  under  the 
Urban  Renewal  Plan,  and  to 
prevent  politicians  and 
downtown  planners  from 
making  decisions  without 
South  End  participation  and 
consent 


ANDERSON  UOCJERS 
2U  Emerald  Court 

Resident  of  the  South  End 
over  22  years,  member  of 
Board  of  Directors  of  Ellis, 
member  of  Castle  Sq.  Rec-Ed 
Committee,  member  of  Castle 
Sq.  Tenant-Management 
Committee. 

My  concern  is  to  make  the 
South  End  a  better  place  to  live 
for  everybody. 


MORELL BASER 
71  Camden  Street 

Employed  by  USES  for  past 
2  years,  member  of  the  Roxse 
Tenant*  Council,  student  at 
Simmons  School  of  Social 
Work. 

1  am  concerned  with  the 
situation  as  it  now  exists  in  the 
South  End.  As  a  community 
worker  and  member  of  Roxse 
Tenants  Council,  I  feel  the  time 
is  right  for  changes  in  our 
community  -  school,  em- 
ployment, sidewalk, 
playgrounds,  etc. 


FLORENCE  MOORE 
11  Kraddock  Park 
President  of  Cosmopolitan 
Neighborhood  Association, 
Volunteer  Community  Con- 
sultant to  University  Hospital 
Mental  Health  Area. 

Asa  long  term  resident  of  the 
South  End,  I  feel  it  is  my  duty 
to  hold  its  interests,  problems 
and  conditions  as  a  personal 
challenge.  1  live  here;  have 
raised  my  daughter  here;  my 
friends  and  clubs  are  here;  my 
husband  had  his  barbershop 
and  variety  store  here; 
therefore  my  roots  are  deep.  I 
consider  it  home  and  I  must 
participate  in  its  functioning 
by  becoming  involved  in  every 
way  1  can. 


GLORIA  ROGERS 
2B  Emerald  Court 
Castle  Square 
Resident  of  the  South  End  for 
over  20  years.  Past  Chairman 
of  the  Recreation-Education 
Committee,  member  of  the 
Mackey     Lighted  School 
Committee,  member  of  the 
South     End  Educational 
Committee,  "Directing"  staff 
of  the  "COMMON  BOND." 

1  have  always  tried  to  work 
for  the  best  for  my  neighbors 
and  my  community.  I  ask  your 
vote  for  the  privilege  to  con- 
tinue doing  so. 


REV.  RALPH  A.  KEE 
9  Dartmouth  Place 

My  interests  are  three  told. 
One,  to  see  finished  what  has 
been  started  in  the  South  End 
by  way  of  community 
development.  Two,  to  see  the 
cosmopolitan  character  of  the 
South  End  maintained.  The 
diversity  of  the  area  makes  it 
one  of  the  most  interesting 
parts  of  the  city  in  which  to 
live.  Three,  as  a  local  church 
pastor  to  simply  bear  witness 
to  the  interest  of  a  local 
Christian  community  to  neigh- 
borhood concerns. 


BRIAN  MULLEN 
47  St.  Lawrence  Street 


ENA  N.  IIAKKIS 
21  BraddockPark 
Member  of  cosmopolitan 
Neighborhood  Association, 
representative  to  old  Urban 
Renewal  Committee  of  SEFCO 
Was  born  in  the  South  End 


ANN  YEOMANS 
188W.  Canton  Street 
Urban  Experience:  VISTA 
volunteer  in  Brooklyn,  New 
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tECELlASAWAN 
HA  Village  Court 
Castle  Square 

Member  of  Quincy  School 
Community  Council,  Health 
Planning  Council  for  Greater 
Boston. 

I  am  concerned  with  the 
South  End  community  and 
improving  living  conditions  for 
residents.  Castle  Square  needs 
some  immediate  attention. 
Castle  Square  needs  improved 
maintenance,  fences  must  be 
repaired  and  it  is  too  filthy  for 
youngsters  and  oldsters.  If  you 
elect  me  your  representative,  I 
will  do  everything  in  my  power 
to  correct  these  conditions. 


DISTRICT  6 


elected,  my  goal  will  be  to  look 
for  new  ways  and  sources  for 
funding  to  see  the  renewal  plan 
pursued  fairly  to  completion. 

I'll  YIJ.IS  IIERSIIFANG 
181  W.  Brooklinc  St. 


DISTRICT  7 


CHAKLIiS  DUMliAlJCH 
■is  Oai  tmouth  Street 

No  previous  or  present  in- 
volvement with  any  South  End 
city,  state  or  federal  govern- 
ment agencies  or  activities. 

I  believe  that  the  people  that 
are  moving  to  the  South  End 
now  should  take  an  active  part 
in  the  determination  of  its 
policies  and  plans  for  the 
future.  The  older  residents  of 
the  South  End  and  former 
members  of  SEP  AC  have  done 
their  job-now  it  is  time  for  us 
to  do  our  part. 


SNAP  and  United  Neighbors  of  volved  by  being  elected  to  the 
Lower  Roxbury.  SEPAC  Board. 

Interested  in  getting  services 
of  SEPAC  to  extend  to  serve 
the  needs  of  youth  develop- 
ment in  the  South  End. 
KATIE  GIBSON 
:{0  Greenwich  Street 

DISTRICT  10 


RONALD  VV.GEDDES 
:t9  Union  Park 
Criminal  Justice  and  Health 
Service    Planner,  SEPAC 
member 

The  primary  objective  of 
SEPAC  is  to  control,  monitor 
and  evaluate  the  goals  and 
activities  of  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority.  The 
central  issue  faced  by  the 
SEPAC  membership  during 
the  coming  year  is  to 
guarantee  the  completion  of 
the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  and  to 
insure  a  high  quality  com- 
munity life  for  all  residents. 


LLOYD. JAMESON 
36  Dwight  Street 
The  function  of  SEPAC  is  to 
provide  continued  citizen 
participation  in  the  future 
development  and  the  com- 
pletion of  the  South  End  Urban 
Renewal  Plan  as  conceived  by 
a  wide  variety  of  concerned 
South  End  residents  during  the 
1960s.  My  second  term  as  an 
elected  SEPAC  member  will 
be  an  important  one  for 
District  8  as  much  needs  to  be 
done  that  directly  concerns  our 
area.  Your  vote  will  enable  us 
to  have  a  fair,  strong,  and 
representative  voice  in  the 
SEPAC  during  the  next  two 
critical  years. 


DISTRICT  9 


\ 


P  ATRICTA  QUINT  ANA 
437  Shawmut  Avenue 
I  have  lived  in  the  South  End 
all  my  life.  I  would  like  to 
become  more  involved  with 
housing,  schools  and  parks.  I 
am  very  concerned  with  the 
community. 


DAVID  C.PARKER 
136  West  Concord  Street 
It  is  necessary  that  all  future 
housing  built  with  public 
money  have  adequate  systems 
of  garbage  storage  and 
disposal,  as  well  as  adequately 
financed  maintenance  systems 
for  halls  and  yards.  If  they  do 
not,  they  should  not  be  built! 


ALICE  HUCKSAM 
1513  Washington  Street 

DISTRICT  12 


DAVID  SPIIOGIS 
184  West  Brookline  St. 

Self-employed  civil  engineer, 
old  Urban  Renewal  Com- 
mittee, SEPAC,  SEFCO, 
Boston  Center  for  Arts 
Director,  Parent  Advisory 
Committee  of  Trotter,  Lewis 
and  Copley  Schools. 

I  am  the  SEPAC  member 
who  got  the  "DOWNTOWN 
BUS"  to  go  downtown,  got  rid 
of  "SNOW  PLOWING  OVER- 
NIGHT PARKING  BAN"  when 
it  does  not  snow,  and  believes 
that  the  NEIGHBORS  should 
fight  with  the  BUREAUCRATS 
rather  than  their  NEIGH- 
BORS. 


JEANETTE  HAJJAR 
4  Union  Park 

A  strong  commitment  to 
community  organization  and 
participation~to  build  and 
maintain  a  stable  community. 

DISTRICT  8 


JUANDADRUMGOLD 
2  Greenwich  Court 
Secretary  of  United  Neigh- 
bors of  Lower  Roxbury,  Temp, 
chairperson  Parents'  Group 
Carter's  Temporary  School, 
Advisory  Board  member  at 
Boston  City  Hospital's  OPD- 
Family  Health  Center. 

I  have  been  involved  in  the 
South  End  community  for  the 
past  10  years  on  a  volunteer 
basis-schools,  parks,  urban 
renewal  and  as  a  homeowner 
in  Lower  Roxbury.  I  am 
concerned  about  Lower 
Roxbury  and  what  is  going  to 
happen  in  completing  and 
constructing  projects-Carter 
School,  Derby  Park,  Cooper 
Community  Center,  sidewalks, 
lighting,  security.  As  a 
member  of  SEPAC,  I  will  work 
at  my  best  ability  to  see  that  all 
these  projects  become  a 
reality. 


HERBERT  G.  ZELLER 
138  W.  Concord  Street 
SEPAC  must  seek  ways  of 
evaluating,  quantitatively  and 
qualitatively,  the  progress  of 
the  South  End  Urban  Renewal 
Plan.  We  must  then  join 
together,  using  the  diversity  of 
our  community  to  our  ad- 
vantage, and  seek  the  best 
possible  housing,  the 
desperately  needed  parks,  the 
long  delayed  public  works 
expenditures,  and  the  city 
services  we  all  deserve. 


DISTRICT  1 1 


ALKXANURA  (ALEXA) 
DAILEY 
29  E.  Concord  Street 
I  feel  that  SEPAC  should 
work  together  as  an  effective 
committee  to  improve  con- 
ditions in  the  South  End,  to 
make  sure  that  the  promises 
made  by  the  BRA  to  the  people 
should  be  kept,  especially  in 
the  areas  of  low-income  and 
elderly  housing  and  com- 
munity improvements. 


DISTRICT  13 


JOSHUA  YOUNG 
159  W.Newton  Street 

SEPAC  -  treasurer  and 
moderator,  USES  and  SEHS  - 
Director 

For  the  last  four  years  I  have 
enjoyed  representing  our 
district.  Everything  that  has 
happened  has  not  been  en- 
joyable; but  due  to  the  efforts 
of  many,  including  many 
residents  of  our  district,  much 
has  been  accomplished  and 
prevented  as  well.  If  I  am  re- 


ROBERTAC.  EWING 
1 6  Milford  Street 

Resident  of  South  End  for  3 
years,  member  of  8  Streets 
Neighborhood  Assoc. 

If  elected  I  will  actively  and 
personally  seek  resident 
opinion  on  issues  before 
SEPAC  and  South  End 
problems  in  general.  I  hope  to 
increase  the  voice  of  District  8 
in  SEPAC  decision-making  for 
all  residents  of  the  area. 


GRACE  HILLIARD 
41  Greenwich  Street 
Former  president  of  SNAP, 
current  Board  member  of 


SONIAMARRERO 
94  West  Canton  Street 

Resident  of  South  End  for  18 
years,  formerly  employed  at 
SNAP  Housing  Office  and 
United  South  End  Settlements. 
Presently  attending  the 
University  of  Mass.  -  Boston. 

Since  I  am  no  longer  em- 
ployed at  an  agency,  I  believe 
it  is  my  duty  to  become  in- 


JOHN  BETHONEY 
13A  Saint  George  Street 
Present  SEPAC  Treasurer 
I  feel  I  have  served  the 
people  of  my  district  well  in  the 
past  and  if  elected  again,  I 
intend  to  serve  you  as  well. 
Thank  you  for  your  confidence. 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


REMEMBER 
S.N.A.P.,  EXC, 
S.E.C.H.C. 
ELEaiONS 
JUNE  26 


CANDIDATES... 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

DISTRICT  13 


and  more  open  space.  Existing 
parlis  such  as  the  Blackstone 
Park  should  be  free  of  glass 
and  safer  than  present  con- 
ditions. 


low  income  people  who  never 
seem  to  have  equal  op- 
portunity. 


DISTRICT  14 


our  local  neighborhood 
especially  play  areas  and 
security. 

DISTRICT  15 


AUDREY  MILTON 
10  East  Brookline 

South  End  resident  for  12 
years  and  a  mother  of  five 
children.  There  is  a  tremen- 
dous need  in  the  South  End  for 
parks  for  our  children, 
especially  play  areas  around 
the  Cathedral  Project.  The 
BRA  should  be  more  active 
and  provide  for  safer  streets 


ANNA  RIVIERA 
10  East  Brookline  Street 
Resident  of  the  South  End  for 
17  years,  employed  as  a 
bilingual  teacher  at  the  Store- 
front Learning  Center,  Board 
member  of  South  End  Health 
Center. 

I  am  concerned  with  better 
and  improved  living  conditions 
in  the  South  End,  especially 


PATRICIA  YOUNG 
Harrison  Avenue 

I  am  for  a  cleaner  project  to 
live  in,  more  garbage  pick-up 
services.  I  am  concerned  about 
our  teenagers.  We  need  more 
jobs  and  more  recreation  for 
our  youngsters.  I  have  served 
on  the  Boards  of  South  End 
Community  Health  Center, 
SNAP  and  Salvation  Army 
South  End  Boys'  Club. 


KATHLEEN  CRAMP  TON 

15  Bradford  Street 
Resident  of  the  South  End  tor 
4  years,  chairperson  of  South 
End  YWCA  committee, 
member  of  Bradford-Shawmut 
Neighborhood  Association. 

Improvement  of  the  Brad- 
ford-Shawmut-Dover  Street 
area  is  my  top  priority.  I  want 
to  see  development  of  the  J.J. 
Williams  site  and  renovation  or 
relocation  of  the  MBTA. 


JOHN  CURRAN 
21  Bradford  Street 
I  am  interested  in  improving 


SHIRLEY  NEWRY 
104  A  Camden  Street 

I  was  formerly  employed  by 
the  SECH.  I  have  lived  in  the 
South  End  for  the  past  five 
years.  I  speak  Spanish  and 
English.  I  do  not  have  any 
promises  to  make  if  I  am 
elected.  I  will  do  my  best  and 
what  is  best  for  the  community 
with  the  people's  cooperation. 


POLLING  LOCATIONS  FOR  SEPAC  ELECTION, 
JUNE  26th 

DISTRICT  1  Housing  Project  Basement  rear  575 
Shawmut  Avenue  (enter  from  Camden  Street) 
DISTRICT  2  Fire  Station,  Engine  No.  22,  700 
Tremont  Street. 

DISTRICT  3  George  Bancroft  School,  Appleton 
Street. 

DISTRICT  4  Charles  E.  Mackey  School,  Mont- 
gomery Street. 


DISTRICT  5  John  J.  Williams  School,  Groton 
Street. 

DISTRICT  6  Fire  Station,  Engine  No.  22,  700  Tre- 
mont Street. 

DISTRICT  7  Charles  E.  Mackey  School,  Mont- 
gomery Street. 

DISTRICT  8  Charles  E.  Mackey  School,  Mont- 
gomery Street. 

DISTRICT  9  Housing  Project  Basement  rear  575 
Shawmut  Avenue  (enter  from  Camden  Street) 
DISTRICT  10  Joseph  J.  Hurley  School,  70  Wor- 


SOUTH  END  URBAN  RENEW&L  AREA  R-56 

BOSTON  REDEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY 

cester  Street 

DISTRICT  11  John  J.  Williams  Municipal  Building, 
400  Shawmut  Avenue. 

DISTRICT  12  Joshua  Bates  School,  Harrison 
Avenue. 

DISTRICT  13  Cathedral  Housing  Project,  20  East 
Brookline  Street. 

DISTRICT  14  John  J.  Williams  School,  Groton 
Street. 

DISTRICT  15  Housing  Project  Basement  rear  575 
Shawmut  Avenue  (enter  from  Camden  Street) 


The  Recent  History  Of  Wesi  Newton  Street 

.   —u„i,:i:»„ti™  onn,„ortmnr(.mnnpv  for  construction       selections  based  upon  the  est! 


by  Philip  Bradley,  Emergency  Tenants'  Council 
HISTORY: 

The  buildings  on  West  Newton  Street  used  to  be 
owned  by  a  large  South  End  slumlord  named  Ferdi- 
nand Arenella.  Several  of  these  buildings  were 
boarded  up  and  vacant  due  to  fires  or  a  lack  of 
repairs.  Those  apartments  which  were  occupied 
by  poor  people  -  black,  Puerto  Rican  and  elderly 
white.  Mr.  Arenella  would  not  make  repairs  in  his 
buildings  because  this  cost  him  money ;  so  like  most 
slum  buildings,  these  apartments  had  rats, 
roaches,  leaking  roofs  and  dangerous  brickwork, 
plumbing  leaks,  toilets  which  would  not  work,  and 
no  heat  or  hot  water  in  the  winter. 

In  1968,  the  Emergency  Tenants  Council  (ETC) 
representing  the  Puerto  Rican  community  and  the 
South  End  Tenants  Council  (SETC)  representmg 
the  black  community  got  together  and  decided  they 
would  make  a  joint  effort  to  help  the  tenants  on 
West  Newton  Street.  Both  ETC  and  SETC  were 
aware  that  Mr.  Arenella  would  probably  not  make 
any  substantial  repairs,  but  it  was  hoped  that 
pressure  from  the  tenants  might  eventuaUy  force 
him  out.  In  the  next  two  years  a  considerable 
amount  of  organizing  work  was  done  by  the  two 
tenants'  councils.  Tenants  were  informed  of  their 
legal  rights.  The  housing  inspection  and  the  build- 
ing departments  were  brought  in  to  try  to  force  Mr. 
Arenella  to  correct  the  numerous  housing  code 
violations  in  his  buildings.  Rent  withholding  and 
rent  strike  actions  were  taken.  Legal  actions  were 
brought  against  Mr.  Arenella,  and  eventually  City 
Councillor  Atkin's  office  was  involved  to  bring 
additional  pressure  to  bear.  Two  years  of  sub- 
stantial effort  by  some  tenants  and  by  the  two 
tenants'  groups  did  not  improve  the  housing  condi- 
tions on  West  Newton  Street  -  in  fact  conditions  had 
continued  to  get  worse.  However,  these  efforts  had 
produced  some  positive  results;  Mr.  Arenella  had 
been  forced  to  spend  some  money  on  repairs  and  he 
had  spent  considerable  time  in  court,  some  tenants 
had  kept  their  rent,  Mr.  Arenella  was  put  in  a  very 
difficult  financial  position  because  he  was  paying 
off  second  mortgages  on  many  buildings  which 
were  no  longer  generating  any  income,  developers 
who  would  like  to  have  purchased  the  bmldmgs 
from  Mr.  Arenella  to  build  luxury  apartment  were 
frightened  off  by  the  presence  of  the  tenants' 
councils.  .  J  .  1 

In  the  summer  of  1970,  ETC  and  SETC  decided  to 
put  a  major  effort  into  forcing  Mr.  AreneUa  off 
West  Newton  Street.  Housing  and  building  in- 
spections were  done  on  many  buildings  once  again, 
and  more  tenants  stopped  paying  rent.  To  drama- 
tize the  very  dangerous  conditions  of  loose  bricks 
and  bad  roofs,  the  tenants'  groups  and  the  Peoples 
Elected  Urban  Renewal  Committee  (PEURC) 
blocked  off  the  traffic  on  West  Newton  Street.  This 
demonstration  was  covered  by  the  press  and  led  to 
a  meeting  in  Mayor  White's  office.  At  this  time  the 
mayor  was  running  for  Governor,  and  the  tenants 
councils  felt  that  it  was  a  good  time  to  enlist  the 
Mayor's  support. 

The  initial  meeting  in  the  Mayor's  Office  led  to  a 
series  of  meetings  to  discuss  how  West  Newton 
Street  could  be  redeveloped  for  the  low  income  resi- 
dents of  the  South  End.  At  this  time  a  housing 
developer,  United  Community  Development 
(U  C  D  )  84  State  St.,  came  forward  and  informed 
ETC  SETC,  and  PEURC  that  they  were  nego- 
tiating with  Mr.  Arenella  to  buy  all  of  his  buildings 
and  to  rehabilitate  them  for  housing.  U.C.D.  in- 
sisted that  they  were  wilUng  to  work  with  the 
community  groups  to  develop  a  plan  that  would  be 
acceptable  to  the  community.  Although  the  tenants 
groups  were  at  first  very  suspicious  of  U.C.D.,  it 
was  decided  that  they  should  be  included  in  the 
discussions  going  on  at  aty  Hall.  During  the  course 
of  these  meetings  in  the  Mayor's  Office,  several 
housing  plans  were  discussed  including  221  d  3  and 
236  federal  low  and  moderate  income  programs.  It 
was  eventually  decided  to  try  to  develop  a  Turnkey 
rehabilitation  project  through  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority.  The  reasons  why  this  program  were 
decided  on  were:  221  d  3  and  236  were  basically 
moderate  income  housing  programs  and  not 
enough  leased  housing  or  rent  supplement  monies 
were  available  to  provide  sufficient  low  income 
rentals,  the  first  commitment  of  the  tenant 
councUs  was  to  the  present  tenants  of  West  Newton 
Street  all  of  whom  were  low  income,  Turnkey 


rehabilitation  allowed  more  money  for  construction 
and  allowed  for  the  community  to  manage  the 
housing  when  completed. 

The  final  result  of  these  meetings  m  the  Mayor  s 
office  was  a  press  conference  held  on  West  Newton 
Street.  The  tenants'  groups  had  gotten  attorneys  to 
draft  a  legal  agreement  to  be  signed  by  ETC,  SETC, 
PEURC,  UCD,  Mayor  White,  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority,  and  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority.  This  legal  document  spelled  out  a 
working  agreement  among  all  of  the  parties  in- 
volved to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  see  that 
low  income  housing  was  developed  on  West  Newton 
Street  The  agreement  gave  a  number  of  specific 
powers  to  the  tenants'  councils:  participation  in  the 
planning  and  development  of  the  project  including 
design  input,  tenant  selection  role,  a  guarantee  to 
manage  the  complete  units,  construction  job  op- 
portunities, relocation  provisions  and  a  guarantee 
of  housing  for  present  residents  of  West  Newton 
Street  This  agreement  was  signed  by  Mayor  White 
and  the  heads  of  the  other  agencies  at  the  press 
conference  held  on  the  sidewalk  of  West  Newton 
Street  on  October,  1970. 

This  commitment  gave  the  developer  and  the 
community  groups  encouragement  to  proceed  on 
concrete  plans.  The  next  six  to  seven  months  in- 
volved detailed  negotiations  with  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  and  Dept.  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  and  numerous  meetings  to  develop 
the  architectural  plans.  A  number  of  major  dif- 
ficulties were  encountered  which  would  not  have 
been  overcome  without  the  continued  support  of  the 
community  groups  for  the  project.  These  included: 
the  BHA  had  never  done  a  Turnkey  rehabilitation 
project  before  and  were  reluctant  to  go  ahead  with 
the  West  Newton  Street  Project,  at  HUD  the  value 
of  the  Turnkey  regulations  called  for  appraisals  of 
the  buildings  on  West  Newton  Street  to  be  based  on 
their  current  condition  (very  poor)  rather  than  on 
their  value  after  rehabilitation.  Turnkey 
regulations  would  not  allow  a  mix  of  family  size  and 
elderly  units. 

In  the  spring  of  1972  the  plans  and  costs  were 
finally  approved  by  BHA  and  HUD,  and  on  May  13, 
1972  the  rehabilitation  of  apartments  for  low  in- 
come families  was  begun.  In  November,  1972,  the 
first  five  buildings  were  completed,  were  pur- 
chased by  the  Boston  Housing  Authonty,  and  the 
first  tenants  -  mostly  present  residents  of  West 
Newton  Street  stiU  living  in  deplorable  conditions  in 
the  end  buildings  -  moved  into  brand  new  apart- 
ments Many  of  these  tenants  had  never  had  a  pri- 
vate bathroom  or  a  kitchen  before  -  By  the  end  of 
April  1972,  all  of  the  apartments  had  been  com- 
pleted and  rented  to  low  income  families.  The 
Emergency  Tenants'  CouncU  is  managing  these 
apartments  under  a  Turnkey  II  contract  with  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority.  The  completion  of  West 
Newton  Street  represents  not  only  new  housing  for 
136  low  income  families  but  also  the  end  of  the 
successful  four-year  struggle  of  'he  West  I-Jewton 
Street  tenants,  ETC,  SETC,  and  PEURC  o 
eliminate  a  major  South  End  slumlord  and  to 
regain  control  of  their  community. 
Tenant  Selection  -  How  is  someone  selected  for 

West  Newton  Street?   

It  has  been  agreed  between  ETC,  SETC  and  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority  that  the  final  selection  of 
tenants  for  the  West  Newton  Street  apartnnents 
would  be  done  joinUy  by  the  three  groups  (BHA, 
ETC,  SETC).  ,, 

Priority  in  the  selection  of  tenants  was  agreed  to 
be  given  to  applicants  in  the  following  order: 

1  Residents  of  West  Newton  Street  at  the  time  the 
buildings  were  purchased  by  the  developer  (April, 

1971'-  .  .    J  J 

2.  South  End  residents  living  in  substandard 

''TbHA  transfers  and  BHA  or  BRA  emergency 
cases. 
4  Other  applicants 

The  foUowing  procedure  in  the  final  selection  ot 
tenants  has  been  used:- 

1  Applicant  must  fill  out  a  B.H.A.  application  and 
be  foiid  eligible  for  housing  by  the  BHA  ex_  (single 
persons  under  62  years  who  are  not  disabled  are  not 

*'?'bhA  sends  a  Ust  ot  eligible  applicante  to  ETC 

""s*  The^tenant  selection  committees  (3  from  ETC 
and  3  from  SETC)  meet  and  make  the  final 


selections  based  upon  the  established  priorities. 

The  BHA,  ETC,  SETC  have  worked  in 
cooperation  with  SNAP,  the  BRA,  and  other 
agencies  in  trying  to  house  emergency  cases  as 
long  as  these  cases  fit  the  established  priorities. 
How  many  apartments?  What  size  are  the  apart- 
ments? 

There  are  136  apartments  in  25  buildings.  These 
are  broken  down  to  the  foUowing  unit  sizes:  5  BR  -  6, 
4  BR  - 11, 3  BR  -  2,  2  BR  - 16, 1  BR  -  58,  and  0  BR  -  43. 

West  Newton  Street  is  predominantly  an  elderly 
project  with  over  100  of  the  136  units  for  0  and  1  BR 
families. 
Federal  Regulations: 

1.  Tenants  must  be  eligible  tor  public  housing. 

2.  No  more  than  two  persons  maximum  per 
bedroom. 

3.  No  discrimination  based  on  color,  creed,  sex  or 
national  origin. 

Who  owns  the  apartments?  Who  manages  the 
apartments? 

All  of  the  apartments  on  West  Newton  Street  are 
owned  by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  ( BH A ) .  The 
Emergency  Tenants  Council  (E.T.C.)  is  managing 
West  Newton  Street  under  a  Turnkey  II  contract 
with  the  Boston  Housing  Authority.  ETC  and  SETC 
are  working  together  in  the  management  of  West 
Newton  Street.  ETC  and  SETC  feel  that  they  are 
best  equipped  to  manage  West  Newton  Street 
because  they  are  sensiUve  to  the  problems  of  the 
tenants  and  have  had  considerable  experience  in 
deaUng  with  the  needs  of  low  income  families. 
What  are  the  rents? 

West  Newton  Street  is  public  housing.  Therefore, 
a  tenant's  rent  is  based  upon  his  income.  Tenants 
pay  approximately  25  percent  of  theu-  monthly 
income  for  rent.  For  example,  if  a  family's  income 
is  $200  a  month,  this  family  would  pay  $50  for  rent. 
All  utilities  and  heat  and  hot  water  are  mcluded  m 
the  rental. 
Racial  Composition 

An  effort  has  been  made  by  ETC  and  SETC  to 
have  a  mix  of  different  racial  groups  on  West 
Newton  Street  which  reflects  the  diversity  of  the 
South  End.  Consequently,  the  buildings  are  oc- 
cupied by  approximately  30  percent  black.  30 
percent  white,  30  percent  Puerto  Rican  with  some 
Chinese  families. 
Project  Amenities: 

West  Newton  Street  has  a  number  of  unusual 
amenities  for  public  housing.  These  are:  garbage 
disposal  units,  wood  floors  and  electric  baseboard 
heat  individual  thermostat  controls,  landscaped 
rear 'yards,  a  large  community  room  and  kitchen,  a 
laundry  room,  a  private  landscaped  rear  yard 
community  space,  and  some  private  parking. 


E.T.C.  Housing  on  W.  Newton  St 


South  End  Transportation 
Improvements 
Draft  Work  Programs 


The  basic  approach  to  this  work  program  is  to 
expedite  the  development  of  those  projects  which 
have  been  recognized  by  all  concerned  as  being 
desirable,  and  to  subject  other  proposed  projects  or 
measures  to  a  more  detailed  consideration  of 
alternatives,  both  short  and  long  range.  In  addition, 
a  reevaluation  and  supplementing  of  basic  travel 
pattern  and  traffic  generation  will  be  made  to 
supply  adequate  background  information.  A  series 
of  working  meetings  will  be  held  with  the  com- 
munity to  deal  with  specific  issues.  Prior  to  each 
meeting,  descriptive  and  analytical  material 
relevant  to  the  agenda  items  will  be  prepared  by 
the  City  and  distributed  to  meeting  participants. 
Matters  being  addressed  will  include  both  in- 
formation on  project  development  as  well  as  more 
controversial  proposals. 


Twenty  separable  items  are  listed  so  that  if  two 
or  three  were  dealt  with  per  meeting,  about  nine 
meetings  are  indicated.  With  at  least  two  weeks 
between  each  meeting  a  program  of  over  four 


After  various  elements  of  South  End  tran- 
sportation have  been  aired,  it  should  be  possible  to 
assemble  a  concensus  Transportation  Plan  with 
adequate  discussion  of  alternatives  considered  in 
its  evolution.  Open-ended  long  range  issues  can  be 
identified  and  discussed  for  future  development. 
The  end-product  will  represent  a  re-working  of  the 
Preliminary  Draft  Transportation  Plan  of  April 
1973  and  an  action  program  directed  at  im- 
plementing agreed-upon  improvements. 

The  following  is  a  listing  of  work  items,  estimated 
time  and  staff  assignments,  grouped  into  several 
categories.  The  order  and  combining  of  items  into 
meeting  agendas  will  be  further  discussed  with 
community  representatives.  Overall  coordination 
of  technical  work  will  be  the  responsibility  of  Tom 
Schocken  with  planning  support  from  Mark  Older 
and  under  the  direction  of  Alfred  Howard. 


months  duration  will  be  necessary. 

Alfred  R.  Howard 
Director  of  Transportation  Planning 


Forms  Required  For 
Execution  Of  South  End 
Urban  Renewal  Project 

by  Clark  Frailer 

1.  Report  on  Budgetary  Status  HUD  6250 

2.  Project  Balance  Sheet  6251 

3.  Budgetary  Cash  Position  and 
Requirements  6252 

4.  Requisition  for  Capital  Grant 
Payment 

5.  Justification  of  Requisition  for 
Project  Capital  Grant  Process 
Payment  6293 

6.  Request  for  Transfer  of  Funds  6205 

7.  Certificate  of  Cash  Needs  6208 

8.  Project  Expenditures  Budget  6220 

9.  Project  Cost  Estimate  and  Finance 

Plan  6200 

10.  Certificate  of  Completion  and  of 

Gross  and  Net  Project  Costs  6204 

11.  Physical  Progress  Report  6000 

12.  Status  of  Land  Acquisition, 
Disposition,  and  Redevelopment  6163 

13.  Cross-check  sheet  for  6163  6163A 

14.  Supplemental  Information:  Private 
dwelling  units  on  land  committed  to 
redeveloper  by  type  of  financing  and 

status  of  construction  6163B 

15.  Dwelling  units  with  occupants 
classified  as  "Other  Minority" 
Groups  or  "Color  Not  Reported"  on 

6163  6163D 

16.  Report  on  Relocation  of  Families  and 
Individuals  666 

17.  Labor  Standards  Enforcement 
Reports  12 

18.  Report  on  Relocation  of  Business 
Concerns  and  Non-Profit 
Organizations  666A 

19.  Report  of  Relocation  Payments  made 

for  Settlement  Costs  6663 

20.  Report  of  Families  moved  to 
Substandard  Housing  6162 

The  BRA  is  required  to  periodically  submit 
various  forms  to  HUD  detailing  the  progress  of  the 
South  End  Urban  Renewal  Plan.  The  contents  of 
these  forms  are  available  to  the  public  for 
examination.  The  BRA,  however,  has  never  in- 
formed the  South  End  or  SEPAC  that  these  forms 
exist  or  that  their  contents  are  public  information. 
The  failure  to  inform  SEPAC  that  these  documents 
exist  appears  to  violate  HUD  regulations  requiring 
that  the  SEPAC  be  furnished  with  sufficient  in- 
formation about  the  project  to  enable  SEPAC  to 
'  participate  knowledgeably.  Many  of  the  questions 
the  South  End  community  has  been  asking  about 
the  status  of  urban  renewal  might  be  answered 
within  these  HUD  forms. 


SEPAC  ELECTIONS  -  JUNE  26th 
The  Polls  will  be  open  from  8  AM  to  8  PM. 
You  can  vote  for  9At  Large  Candidates  and  2 
District  Candidates.  If  you  have  any  questions 
regarding  where  to  vote  or  eligibility  to  vote, 
please  call  Little  City  Hall  (267^010).  If  you 
need  a  ride  to  the  Polls,  call  the  SEPAC  office 
(262-4318). 

Don't  forget  the  SNAP,  ETC,  and  Health 
Center  elections  also  being  held  on  June  26th. 


  Robert  L.  Farrell,  Chairman 

[\^  Patrick  J.  Bocanfuso,  Vice  Chairman 

k]\  James  G.  Colbert,  Treasurer 

N/T\  Paul  J.  Burns,  Assistant  Treasurer 

l/r\l\i  Joseph  J.  Walsh,  Member 

The  preparation  of  this  report  was  financed  in  pan 
through  a  federal  loan  and  grant  from  the  Renewal 
Projects  Administralicn  of  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  under  the  provisions  of  title 
1  of  the  housing  act  of  1949,  as  amended. 


SEPAC 

557  Treitiont  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  021 18 
Telephone  262-4318/4319 


Kev  Man 

Est.  Time  (Weeks) 

A.  Background  Data 

No. 

■  Land  use  distribution  and  in- 

1  A.  Rauscher 

3 

tensity 

J.  Perry 

-  Internally  generated  traffic 

-  Traffic  volume  mapping 

-  Estimate  of  future  shifts  in 

traffic    from    peripheral  im- 

provements 

-  Parking  practices 

-  Capacity  considerations 

B.  Agreed  upon  projects 

P.  Caruso 

Turnpike   Frontage  Road 

2  J.  Derba 

continuity     (Cortes.  Herald, 

3 

Broadway ) 

E.  Rhodeside 

Contingent 

-  New  arterial  in  extinct  Inner 

3  Pending 

Belt  ROW 

-  Albany  Street  frontage  Road 

4  D.  McAllister 

2 

C.  Operational  and  Regulatory 

Measures 

-  Interim  circulation  scheme  for 

5  A.  Rauscher 

1 

Herald-Broadway-E.  Berkeley 

6  A.  Rauscher 

-  Overall  crosstown  circulation 

1 

between  E.  Berkeley  and  Mass  Ave 

1 

-  Truck  routing  system 

7   D.  McAllister 

-  Parking  controls  to  provide  for 

8  J.  Moore  Ede 

1 

residents  and  exclude  commuters 

D.   Proposals  Requiring  further 

Basic  Study  of  Alternatives 

■  Directional  configuration  and 

9   A.  Rauscher 

4 

cross  section  design  of  Columbus 

E.  Rhodeside 

J.  Perry 

Ave.  and  Tremont  Street 

-  Directional   use   and  im- 

10 as  in  9 

3 

provements      to  Shawmut, 

Washington,  Harrison 

-  Physical   changes  in  Dart- 

U A.  Rauscher 

2 

mouth,  Dedham,  Maiden  route 

R.  McAllister 

-  Widening  of  E.  Berkeley  Street 

12  P.  Caruso 

1 

in    light    of    peripheral  im- 

provements 

Contingent 

■  Northampton-Lenox  St.  options 

13  Pending 

when  new  arterial  is  complete 

Dworsky 

-  Pedestrian  priority  network 

14   P.  Caruso  S. 

2 

-   Assembly   of  a  complete 

15   P.  Caruso 

2 

TOPICS  and  Chapter  90  Plan 

J.  Derba 

-  Experimentation  in  public 

16  E.  Bailey 

2 

information 

J.  Perry 

E.  Public  Transportation 

17  E.  Bailey 

1 

•  Bus  routings  and  types  of 

vehicles 

-  Exclusive  lane  possibilities 

18   E.  Bailey  P. 

Caruso 

2 

-  Design  and  consideration  of 

Street  car  replacement  service  on 

19  E.  Bailey 

3 

Washington  St. 

E.  Rhodeside 

-  Design  and  consideration  of 

Orange  Line  relocated  stations 

20  as  in  19 

3 
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SEPAC  ELECTION 
REVISITED 

by  Karen  Gould,  Manager 

On  June  27,  1973,  the  South  End  Community 
elected  a  new  South  End  Project  Area  Committee 
(SEPAC)  to  oversee  the  direction  and  implementa- 
tion of  urban  renewal  and  related  activities  in  the 
South  End.  In  a  one  day  election,  1544  residents  of  the 
South  End,  17  years  or  older,  chose  to  elect  a  36 
member  board  with  many  new  faces.  The  new 
SEPAC  some  media  people  (Ken  Hartnett  of  the 
Globe  and  Laura  Shapiro  of  the  Real  Paper)  have 
expressed  their  opinion  that  this  South  End  Project 
Area  Committee  is  more  representative  of  the  people 
than  any  other  SEPAC  has  been. 

A  slate  made  up  of  nine-at-large  candidates  ran 
and  successfully  defeated  those  incumbents  usually 
associated  with  the  homeowners  and  the  realtors. 

Indeed  the  current  SEPAC  includes  16 
homeowners,  19  tenants  and  17  minorities  as  opposed 
to  the  previous  SEPAC  which  reflected  26 
homeowners,  11  tenants  and  11  minorities.  The  at- 
large  slate  entitled  the  "Community  Slate"  sup- 
ported the  following  priorities: 

1.  Strong,   proper  representation  to 
low  and  moderate  income  residentes. 

2.  Fight  for  completion  of  the^South 
End  Urban  Renewal  Project,  including 
the  construction  of  South  End  schools. 

3.  Work  for  development  and  progress 
in  thfe  South  End  to  serve  the  needs  of  the 
majority  of  its  residents  not  the  needs  of 
self-interested  speculators  and  politicans. 

4.  Insure  that  funds  be  secured  and 
alloted  by  the  City,  State,  and  Federal 
governments  to  programs  and  projects  in 
the  areas  of  housing,  education,  health, 
employment  and  safety. 

5.  Help  unify  the  community  and  re- 
estabUsh  priorities  toward  community 
development  and  community  control. 

6.  Oppose    absentee    ownership  of 
property. 

7.  Determine  a  sensible  traffic  plan 
for  the  South  End. 

8.  Work  for  needed  additions  and 
changes  in  streets,  lights,  sidewalks, 
sewers,  parks  and  recreation. 

During  the  last  five  months,  SEPAC  has  been 
estabhshing  guidelines  andprioritieson  various  im- 
portant issues  and  reacting  to  the  impoundment  of 
Federal  funds.  The  crucial  issue  of  providingviable 
low  income  housing  prompted  the  passage  of  a 
resolution  supporting  a  25%  low  Income  minimum  for 
all  new  currently  BRA  sponsored  housing  develop- 
ment in  the  South  End. 

The  SEPAC  has  been  negotiating  a  new  year 
contract  with  the  BRA.  Upon  successful  completion, 
the  SEPAC  off  ice  will  be  relocated  from  557  Tremont 
Street  to  a  new  site  in  the  community. 


SEPAC  meetings  are  held 
every  other  Wednesday,  7:30 
n  m  ,  at  20  Union  Park.  Please 
call  SEPAC  office,  262-4318,  for 
further  information  regarding 
the  exact  date  and  the  agenda. 


SEPAC  Adopts  Strong 
Stand  on  Low- Income 
Housing 

The  SEPAC  adopted  a  significant  resolution  at  the 
meeting  of  November  28.  The  resolution  expresses  a 
clear,  recognized  stand  on  low-income  housing  in  the 
South  End  by  SEPAC.  and  illustrates  that  SEPAC  is 
aware  of  the  critical  need  for  more  decent,  low-cost 
housing  for  South  Enders. 

Passed  by  a  17-3  margin,  this  resolution  states 
clearly  that  the  SEPAC  will  nor  approve  any 
proposed  housing  developments  unless  a  minimum 
of  25%  low-income  housing  is  included  in  the 
proposal. 

The  resolution  was  initiated  and  proposed  by 
SEPAC  At-large  member  Douglas  Zook.  Following  is 
the  resolution  in  total,  as  passed  by  SEPAC: 
We  move  that:  given  the  critical  lack  of  decent,  low- 
income  housing  in  the  South  End.  given  the  fact  that 
thousands  of  long-time  South  Enders  of  all  races 
have  been  displaced  to  make  way  for  various 
developments,  including  luxury  housing,  given  the 
fact  that  the  South  End  is  rapidly  being  taken  over  by 
large  landlors  and  speculators  who  are  gaining 
hundres  of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  taken  over  by 
higher  income  people  who  can  afford  these 
exorbitant  rents  tor  these  fine,  townhouse 
structures, 

We  resolve  that:  (1)  We  shall  not  approve  any 
memoranda  from  the  BRA  involved  with  projected 
or  current  housing,  unless  the  developer  in  the 
memoranda  itself  agrees  to  a  minimum  of  25%  low- 
income  housing,  rates  being  25%  of  tenant's  monthly 
income  as  in  public  housing  tor  a  period  of  40  years  as 
in  Federally-subsidized  housing.  (2)  We  shall  not 
approve  any  memoranda  from  the  BRA  in  wich  a 
current  private  owner  or  owners  planning 
rehabilitation  seek  adjacent  land  or  lands  owned  by 
the  BRA  for  use  as  a  yard,  parking  lot.  or  any  other 
purpose,  public  or  private,  unless  the  private  owner 
or  owners  agree  to  a  stipulation  that  their 
rehabilitated  home  shall  have  a  minimum  of  25% 
low-income  housing,  rates  being  25%  of  tenant's 
monthly  income  as  in  public  housing  fora  period  of  40 
years  as  in  Federally-subsidized  housing.  (3)  We 
Shall  not  approve  any  memoranda  from  the  BRA  in 
which  a  sole  occupant  of  a  building  who  is  also  the 
owner  seeks  adjacent  land,  since  being  sole  owner- 
occupant  of  a  4,  or  5  story  house  in  the  South  End  is 
irresponsible  and  is  intolerable  given  the  low-income 
housing  crisis  this  Community  as  a  whole  faces. 

The  passing  of  this  resolution  in  motion  form  will 
not  solve  all  problems  of  getting  decent.low-income 
housing  here,  since  private  developers  who  do  not 
purchase  their  buildings  from  the  B.R.A.  account  for 
much  of  the  high-income  development  here,  and 
many  of  these  do  not  seek  adjacent  B.R.A.  land. 
However  it  is  clear  that  this  resolution  is  long 
overdue  .  .the  SEPAC  staff  shall  be  instructed  to 
notify  the  BRA  Site  Office  .verbally  and  in  writing 
and  the  BRA  Board  verbally  and  in  writmg.  Then, 
the  BRA  will  be  able  to  inform  current  and  potential 
developers  in  the  future. 

Finally  this  resolution  shall  remain  in  effect  and 
be  binding  for  the  remainder  of  the  current  SEP  AC'S 
term  of  office,  for  it  will  take  at  least  that  long  before 
substantial  improvement  in  the  form  of  decent,  low- 
income  housing  supply  is  seen  in  the  South  End. 


SEPAC  HIGHLIGHTS 
SINCE  THE  JUNE 
1973  ELECTIONS 

by  Karen  Gould,  Manager 

Since  the  June  election,  an  entirely  new  South 
End  Project  Area  Committee  has  been  elected  to 
represent  the  community  on  issues  related  to  urban 
renewal. 

The  new  SEPAC  along  with  numerous  South  End 
residents  was  invited  to  the  Mayor's  Office  on  J uly 
17,  1973,  for  the  Swearing-in  Ceremony.  SEPAC 
representatives  expressed  very  clearly  to  Mayor 
White  the  representativeness  of  the  newly  elected 
SEPAC.  the  BRA  misuse  and  mismanagement  of 
funds,  the  need  for  a  larger  budget  for  SEPAC,  and 
the  only  role  SEPAC  can  and  with  its  dwindling 
renewal  funds. 

During  the  summer  the  SEPAC  elected  an 
Executive  Committe  consisting  of  the  following 
officers: 

Moderator  -  Ronald  Geddes 
Staff  Coordinator  -  Clark  Frazier 
Clerk  -  Ruth  Aaron 
Treasurer  -  Philip  Bradley 

A  temporary  Administrative  Committee  chaired 
by  the  Moderator  and  including  the  Executive  Com- 
mitte was  appointed  to  have  the  power  and  authority 
to  deal  with  the  details  of  both  the  old  and  the  new 
contracts  retaining  legal  counsel,  hiring  an  accoun- 
tant, and  all  other  matters  concerning  the  SEPAC 
contract. 

The  Social  Planning  and  Development  Committee 

was  established  to  review  all  BRA  sponsored 
developers  and  to  make  recommendations  to  the 
entire  SEPAC.  The  Committee  is  designed  to  review 
past  and  present  South  End  land  use  and  develop- 
ment for  the  planning  and  seeking  of  new 
developments  as  well  as  new  developers. 

The  SEPAC  Personnel  Committee  is  composed  of 
members  chosen  by  the  Chairman  and  members 
who  have  volunteered.  The  purpose  of  this  com- 
mittee is  to  recommend  action  to  SEPAC  on  all 
personnel  mallei's. 

SEPAC,  deciding  not  to  appoint  a  separate 
Trnasportation   Committee.  designated  the 

South  End  Committe  onTransportation(SECOT)  as 
its  TransportationCommittee.This  arrangement 
was   also  used  by  the  previous  SEPAC. 

State  Street  Development  Corporation  was  ten- 
tatively designated  the  developer  of  the  Franklin 
Square  House  this  past  May  by  the  Public  Facilities 
Department.  The  South  End  Partnership  for  the 
Elderly  and  numerous  residents  contacted  SEPAC 
this  summer  requesting  assistance  in  their  apparent 
dissatisfaction  with  State  Street  Development  Cor- 
poration's inability  to  cooperate  and  to  involve  South 
End  residents  in  the  development  of  the  Franklin 
Square  House.  SEPAC  selected  a  Franklin  Square 
House  Task  Force  including  Douglas  Zook,  Clark 
Frazier,  Philip  Bradley,  and  Harry  Dow.  The  intent 
of  the  Task  Force  was  to  establish  a  proper 
mechanism  whereby  a  community  committee  com- 
posed of  a  majority  of  the  elderly  would  have  the 
power  to  make  key  decisions  involving  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Franklin  Square  House.  The  SEPAC 
Task  Force  centered  their  activities  on  the  election  of 
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EVENTOS  DE  MAYOR  IMPORTANCIA 
DEL  SEPAC  DESDE  LAS  ELECCIONES 
DE  JUNIO  DE  1973 


Por  Karen  Gould,  Manager 

Desde  la  eleccidn  de  Junio,  un  Comite 
enleramerile  niievo  para  el  Proyecto  del  Area  del 
South  End  ha  sido  elegido  para  representor  la 
Coinnntdad  en  problemas  relacionados  con  la 
renovacidn  urbaiia. 

El  nuevo  SEPAC  junto  con  numerosos  residentes 
del  South  End,  fueron  invitados  a  la  Oficina  del 
Alcalde  en  Julio  17,  de  1973.  para  la  ceremonia  de 
toma  de  juramento.  Los  representantes  del  SEPAC 
e.vpresaron  muy  claramente  at  Alcalde  White  la 
representacion  del  recienlemente  elegido  SEPAC.  el 
mal  uso  y  la  mala  adminislracion  de  los  fondos  por 
parte  del  BRA,  la  necesidad  de  u.n  presupuesto  mayor 
para  el  SEPAC.  y  el  unico  papel  que  SEPAC  puede 
desempenar  con  sus  disminiiidos  fondos  de  renova- 
cidn. 

Durante  el  verano  el  SEPAC  eligio  un  Comite 
Ejeculivoque  consistede  los  signienlesfuncionarios: 

Moderador  -  Ronald  Gedles 

Coordinador  -  Clark  Frazier 

Escnbiente  -  Ruth  Aaron 

Tesorero  -  Philip  Bradley 
Un  Comite  Administrativo  temporal  presidido  por 
el  Moderador  e  iiicluyerido  el  Comite  Ejeculivo  fue 
designado  con  juerza  y  autoridad  para  tratar  los 
delalles  de  los  viejos  y  nuevos  conlratos  empleondo 
consejo  legal,  conlratar  un  contador  y  (odos  los  otros 
asuntos  concermentes  al  contrato  de  SEPAC. 

El  Comite  de  Planeacion  Social  y  Desarrollo  fue 
eslablecido  para  revisar  todos  los  desarrolladores 
patrocinados  por  el  BRA,  hacer  recomendaciones  al 
SEPAC  entero.  El  Comite  esta  designado  para 
revisar  la  lierra  del  South  End  usada  en  el  pasado  y 
en  el  presente  y  desarrollo  para  planeacion  y  con- 
secucion  de  nuevos  desarroUos  asi  como  nuevos 
desarrolladores. 

El  Comite  de  Personal  de  SEPAC  estd  compuesto 
de  miembros  escogidos  por  el  presidente y  miembros 
que  se  han  ofrecido  como  voluntarios.  Elpropositode 
esle  com  ile  es  el  de  recomendaraccionesaSEPAC  en 
todos  los^asunlos  de  personal. 

SEPAC.  no  decidiendo  designar  un  Comite  de 
Transporle  separado,  designo  al  Comite  de 
Transporte  del  South  End  (SECOT)  comosu  Comite 
de  TrQ.nsporte.  Este  arreglo  fue  tambien  usado  por  el 
anterior  SEPAC. 

State  Street  Development  Corporation  (Corpora- 
cion  de  Desarrollo)  fue  tentativamente  designada 
como  desarrollador  de  la  Franklin  Square  House  el 
pasado  Mayo  por  el  Departamento  de  Facilidades 
Piiblicas.  La  Asociacion  del  South  End  para  los 
Ancianos  y  numerosos  residentes  se  pusieron  en 
conlacto  esle  verano  con  SEPAC  para  solicitar 
asistencia  en  su  aparente  descontento  con  State 
Street  Development  Corporation  por  su  falta  de 
habilidad  para  cooperar  y  envolver  residentes  del 
South  End  en  el  desarrollo  de  la  Franklin  Square 
House.  SEPAC seleccionoun  Cuerpode  Trabajopara 
la  Franklin  Square  House  (Task  Force)  incluyendo  a 
Douglas  Zook,  Clark  Frazier.  Philip  Bradley  and 
Harry  Dow.  El  proposito  de  este  Cuerpo  de  trabajo 
fue  el  de  eslablecer  un  mecanismo  propio  por  elcual, 
un  Comite  de  la  Comunidad  compuesto  por  la 
mayoria  de  los  ancianos  tenga  la  fuerza  de  tomar 
decisiones  pretendientes  al  desarrollo  de  la  Franklin 
Square  House.  El  Cuerpo  de  trabajo  de  SEPAC 
centrosus  actividades  en  la  eleccidn  de  los  miembros 
de  la  sociedad  de  ancianos  para  vigilar  y  revisar  los 
programas  de  los  desarrolladores.  Despues  de 
numerosas  sesiones  de  negociacion,  una  directiva  de 
seis  ancianos  fue  elegida  junto  con  los  delegados  de 
SNAP.  SEPAC.  ETC  Elderly  Housing.  USES  y  el 
South  End  Parnership  for  the  Elderly  Health  Com- 
mittee. Cada  una  de  estas  organizaciones  tendrd  un 
miembro  en  el  comite  y  por  lo  consiguiente  un  voto. 
Los  miembros  elegidos  para  representor  a  los  an- 
cianos son:  Father  Francis  Gilday.  Theresa  Harrell, 
Ann  Moore.  Harry  Dow,  Julia  Harrington  and 
Marioii  Dowson.  Mas  adelante.  fue  acordado  que  dos 
ancianos  adicionales  atenderan  todas  las  reuniones  y 
serdn  designados  como  "miembros  asociados". 
votando  solamente  cuando  alguno  de  los  seis  an- 
cianos debidamente  elegidos esti ausente.  Locmiem- 
hros  asociados  fueron  losdossiguientesenla  votacion 
de  los  seis  principales:  Alice  Huksan  and  y  el  Dr. 


Henry  Morier.  Los  funcionarios  del  Comite  son: 
Tristin  Blake.  Presidente;  Harry  Dow, 
Vicepresidente;  Ann  Moore,  Secretaria. 

Durante  el  oiofio  el  BRA  vino  a  SEPAC  por 
permiso  de  anunciar  Derby  Parkpara  of erta.  Vnplan 
revisado  para  el  Derby  Park  no  ha  sido  revistado  por 
el  Lower  Roxbury  Community  (Comunidad  del  Ba jo 
Ro.-cbury)  o  los  miembros  del  SEPAC.  SEPAC 
reco7nendd  el  establecimiento  de  un  Cuerpo  de 
trabajo  para  el  Derby  Park  (Task  Force)  compuesto 
por  los  representantes  del  SEPAC  Juanda 
Drumgold.  George  Adams.  Morell  Barber  and  Katie 
Gibson.  El  Derby  Park  memo  fue  removido  de  la 
agenda  hasia  que  este  Cuerpo  de  trabajo  pueda 
reunirse  con  la  comunidad.  planeadores  e  ingenieros 
del  BRA  y  presente  recomendaciones  al  SEPAC 
entero.  Varias  reuniones  siguieron.  los  residentes 
consideraron  que  el  plan  revisado  era  inadecuado  y 
no  reuriia  las  condiciones  del  plan  original  aprobado 
por  algunos  residentes  de  la  comunidad.  El  senor 
Launders  de  C.E.  Maquire  se  comprometio  a  revisar 
nuevamente  el  plan  revisado  para  que  este  se  adhiera 
mas  cercanamente  al  plan  original,  pero  tomando  en 
consideracion  el  dinero  ahora  disponible. 

Elecciones  Revisadas 
SEPAC-1973 

For  Karen  Gould,  Manager 

En  Junio  27  de  1973.  la  Comunidad  del  South  End 
eligio  un  imevo  Comite  para  el  Proyecto  del  Areadel 
South  End  (SEPAC)  para  vigilar  la  direcdon  y  la 
realizacion  de  la  renovacidn  urbana  y  actividades 
relacionadas  con  la  misma  en  el  South  End.  En  unas 
elecciones  de  un  dia,  1,544  residentes  del  South  End 
niayores  de  17  aiios.  escogieron  elegir  una  junta  de36 
miembros  siendo  muchos  de  ellos  nuevos  en  dicha 
junta.  El  nuevo  SEPAC  que  incluye  a  Ken  Harlnett 
del  Boston  Globe  y  a  Laura  Shapiro  del  Real  Paper, 
han  e.vpresado  su  opiyiion  de  que  este  Comite  para  el 
Proyecto  del  Area  del  South  End  es  mas  represen- 
tativo  de  sus  residentes,  que  cualquier  otro  SEPAC 
que  haya  e.xistido. 

Un  grupo  de  personas  con  un  acuerdo  comun, 
compuesto  por  nueve  candidatos  en  general  corrid  y 
e.vitosamente  derroto  a  aquellos  usualmente 
asociados  con  tos  dueiios  de  casas  y  los  agentes  de  las 
oficinas  de  bienes  raices.  Realmente  el  corriente 
SEPAC  incluye  16  duehos  de  casa.  19  arrendatarios 
(inquilinos)  y  17  mieynbros  de  las  minorias 
opuestamente  al  SEPAC  anterior  que  se  componia  de 
26  duefios  de  casa.  11  arrendatarios  y  U  miembors  de 
las  minorias.  El  grupo  con  un  comun  acuerdo 
llamado  el  "Grupo  de  la  Comunidad"  (Community 
Slate),  apoyo  las  siguientes  prioridades: 

1.  Fuerte  y  propia  representacion  a  aquellos 
residentes  de  bajos  y  moderados  ingresos. 

2.  Luchar  por  la  terminacion  del  Proyecto  de 
Renovacidn  Urbana  del  South  End  incluyendo  la 
construccion  de  las  escuelas  del  South  End. 

3.  Trabajar  por  desarrollo  y  progreso  en  el  South 
End  para  servir  las  necesidades  de  la  mayoria  de  sus 
residentes  y  no  las  necesidades  de  especuladores  y 
politicastros. 

4.  Asegurar  de  que  los  fondos  sean  obtenidos  y 
nsignados  por  los  gobiernos  de  la  Ciudad,  del  estado  y 
de  la  Federacion  a  programas  y  proyectos  en  las  areas 
de  vivienda,  educacion.  salud,  empleo  y  seguridad. 

5.  Ayudar  a  unificar  la  Comunidad  y  a  restablecer 
prioridades  para  el  desarrollo  de  la  comunidad  y  el 
control  de  la  comunidad. 

6.  Oponer  la  propiedad  ausente  de  bienes. 

7.  Determinar  un  plan  rasonable  de  trafico  para  el 
South  End. 

8.  Trabajar  por  adilamentos  necesarios  y  cambios 
en  las  calles,  Im,  aceras,  albahales.  parques  y  recrea- 
cion. 

Durante  los  iiltimos  cinco  meses,  SEPAC  ha  estado 
estableciendo  conducta  y  prioridades  en  varios 
aspectos  importantes  y  reaccionando  a  la  concecu- 
sion  de  fondos  Federales.  El  severo  problema  de 
proveer  vivienda  vivible  a  los  de  bajos  ingresos, 
indujo  la  aprobacion  de  una  resolucion  apoyando  un 
25%  minima  de  vivienda  para  personas  de  bajos 
ingresos.  en  todos  los  nuevos  desarroUos  de  vivienda 
actualmente  promovidos  por  el  BRA  en  el  South 
End. 

El  SEPAC  ha  estado  negociando  el  contrato  para  el 
nuevo  ano  con  el  BRA.  A  la  terminacion  exitosa,  la 
oficina  del  SEPAC  sera  trasladada  del  niimero  557  de 
la  calle  Tremont  a  un  nuevo  local  en  la  Comunidad. 


Emergency  Demolition  of 
BRA  Owned  Property 

by  Clark  Frazier,  SEPAC  At-Large  Represen- 
tative 

The  demolition  of  2  and  3  Carleton  Street  was 
performed  under  contract  by  the  City  of  Boston 
Building  Department  under  an  agreement  entered 
into  with  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authorit- 
Emergency  demolitions  of  BRA  property  would  be 
contracted  for  by  the  Building  Department  and  the 
BRA  would  pay  the  costs.  The  Building  Department 
entered  a  criminal  complaint  against  the  BRA  in  the 
Housmg  Court  alleging  that  the  buildings  at  2  and  3 
Carleton  Street  were  unsafe  and  dangerous  with 
bulging  and  deteriorated  brick  walls.  The  case  was 
dismissed  after  the  BRA  agreed  to  allow  the 
emergency  demolition  procedure  to  be  used.  The 
neighborhood  was  notified  by  the  appearance  of  the 
wrecking  crane. 

This  is  not  the  first  instance  of  sudden  demolition. 
Several  years  ago  the  building  at  14  Taylor  Street  was 
demolished  just  after  it  was  conveyed  to  Low  Cost 
Housing  for  rehabilitation.  Low  CostHousingstated 
that  it  was  billed  for  the  demolition  by  the  City  of 
Boston  Building  Department.  Another  case  was  the 
loss  of  112  West  Springfield  Street  (also  designated  tr 
Low  Cost  Housing  Corporation)  after  the  front  feK 
into  the  sidewalk.  Although  the  BRA  had  been 
notified  several  months  prior  to  the  collapse  that  the 
front  wall  was  dangerous,  no  apparent  attempt  was 
made  to  repair  the  wall  or  rope  off  the  sidewalk.  As  a 
result  of  the  collapse  a  total  of  four  buildings  in  the 
row.  some  privately  owned  and  occupied,  were 
demolished  by  the  Building  Department. 

The  BRA  and  the  City  of  Boston  have  agreed  to 
notify  SEPAC  before  emergency  demolitions  are 
performed  so  that  other  alternatives  can  be  found 
where  appropriate.  Forcing  demolition  of  dangerous 
city  or  BRA  owned  buildings  on  parcels  scheduled 
for  clearance  remains  unsolved  however.  Five  of  the 
worst  and  most  dangerous  buildings  still  standing  in 
clearance  areas  are: 

A)  1  Rutland  Street  -  city  owned  house  with  one 
side  missing,  collapse  is  imminent. 

B)  19  Arnold  Street  -  city  owned  house  in  derelict 
condition 

C)  69-75A  East  Berkeley  Street  -  BRA  owned 
buildings  still  occupied  on  the  ground  floor  with 
collapsed  and  collapsing  window  lintels  in  the  rear 
above  the  alley  behind  the  building.  The  Williams 
School  playground  is  directly  behind  the  buildings 
adjacent  to  the  alley. 

D)  Island  and  Reading  Street  -  this  BRA  owned 
house  has  had  so  many  fires  that  it  could  collapse  at 
any  time. 

E)  114  Maiden  Street  -  BRA  owned  building  with 
severe  settlement  in  the  sidewall,  loose  bricks  in  the 
rear  wall  and  the  fire  balconies  to  116  Maiden  Street 
(occupied)  are  blocked  with  plywood  in  the  windows 
of  114  Maiden  Street. 

Other  buildings  in  clearance  areas  probably  are 
equally  dangerous,  but  are  less  obvious. 

The  BRA  has  been  reluctant  to  undertake  tem- 
porary or  permanent  repair  of  its  buildings  waiting 
for  rehabilitation  to  begin.  In  some  cases  the  BRA 
will  have  to  agree  or  be  forced  to  repair  its  property  to 
save  it  from  demolition  before  rehabilitation  can 
begin.  Better  boarding  up  and  surveillanct 
procedures  will  also  be  required  if  BRA  property 
waiting  for  rehabilitation  is  to  be  maintained  in  safe 
condition.  Unless  the  BRA  commits  itself  to  better 
maintenance  and  to  structural  repairs  where  ab- 
solutely necessary,  more  buildings  will  be  lost,  some 
in  the  middle  of  a  block. 


Robert  L.  Farrell,  Chairman 
Patrick  J.  Bocanfuso,  Vice  Chairman 
L/j\  James  G.  Colbert,  Treasurer 

N/N  Paul  J.  Burns,  Assistant  Treasurer 

l/l\i\l  Joseph  J.  Walsh,  Member 

The  preparation  of  this  report  was  financed  in  pan 
through  a  federal  loan  and  grant  from  the  Renewal 
Projects  Administration  of  the  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development  under  the  provisions  of  title 
1  of  the  housing  act  of  1949,  as  amended. 
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BRA  Gives  Tenative  Approval  to  Modified  Plan 

Neighborhood  Divided  on  Pine  Street  Inn  iVIove 


The  Si)Ulh  End  remains  tlivided 
on  the  pinposed  mnve  of  the  Pine 
Slieel  Inn  lo  Brislol  SIrnel  near  Ihc 
SiMilheasI  Exprfss\va\  anil  East 
Herl<eley  Slreel.  rh'-  Inn  is  a  non- 
pnifil  eiTierf;en<;\  shi'llia  whii:h 
provides  food.  in(.dii,al  i:are.  safely 
and  a  plarjo  lo  sleep  for  homeless 
men  in  llie  Souih  End  and  Ihe  Cily 
of  Bosliai 

,\:ihi)in;li  Ihe  issue  has  bronshl 
forw.ml  fl  lends  and  foes  uf  Ihe  Inn 
from  all  parls  of  Ihe  Soulh  End.  Ihe 
liiUfjesI  i.onlrnversy  has  been 
eenlered  in  neighborhoods  relalive- 
ly  near  Ihe  proposed  sile-  Rcsidenis 
of  Braiiford  Slreel  and  Caslle 
Scpiare  in  parliciilar  expressed 
vocal  opposilion,  ciling  Ihe  possible 
effects  of  a  relocaled  Inn  on  ihe 
Pelers  Playground  in  Iheir 
neighborhood  and  claimins  lhal  Ihe 
new  facilily  would  acl  as  a 
"masnel"  lo  homeless  men 
Ihroughoul  Ihe  Cily. 

Supporters  of  Ihe  move,  in- 
cllidinj-  Ihc  Greek  residents  of  the 
Union  Park  Slreel,  the  residential 
community  nearest  the  proposed 
site,  say  that  the  Soulh  End  already 
has  a  large  homeless  population 
which  has  a  right  lo  Ihe  minimum 
shelter  which  Ihe  Inn  provides. 
Without  Ibis,  they  argue,  many 
homeless  men  would  be  sleeping 
outdoors,  in  abandoned  buildings, 
or  on  peoples  doorsteps.  Paul 
Sullivan,  director  of  the  Inn  and  a 
recovered  alcoholic,  claims  lhal  Ihe 
migration  patterns  of  alcoholics  and 
homeless  people  are  very  well 
defined  and  do  nol  change  much 
over  lime,  even  with  major  changes 
in  the  environment. 

About  half  of  Ihe  ciirreni 
"guests"  at  Pine  Slreel  are  regular 
visitors,  and  a  large  portion  are 
from  the  Soulb  Entl.  At  present.  Ihe 
Pine  Slreel  Inn  is  Ihe  only  facility  of 
ils  kinil  in  ilir  ( ,ih  II  serves  up  lo 
330  peopb'  til  lioslim's  estimated 
population  of  3.01111  homeless  peo- 
ple. On  cold  nights,  as  many  as  1(111 
men  now  sleep  on  the  concrete 
floor  at  Ihe  present  Inn  due  to  lack 
of  space. 

Agencies  Give  Approval 

The  BRA  Board  approved  the 
"tenlati\'e  designation"'  of  the 
Bristol  St.  sile  for  Pine  Slreel  at  a 
stormy  Boaril  meeting  on  December 
ti).  If  Ihe  BRA  Board  approves 
"final  designation"  for  Pine  St..  Ihe 
l)uilding  will  be  owned  by  Ihe 
Boston  Housing  Authority  and 
leased  lo  Ihe  Inn.  $2.5  million  in 
Rehab  funds  would  be  pro\'ided  by 
Ihe  slate  nepartment  of  Communily 
Affairs  under  Ihe  Cba|>ler  687 
program  for  Ihe  handicapped.  Both 
agencies  ha\'e  indicated  approval 
of  the  projecl. 

SEP  AC  Negotiates  Changes 

At  its  December  18  crowded 
meeting.  SEPAC  worked  out  a 
number  of  changes  in  the  original 
Pine  Slreel  proposal  in  response  lo 
concerns  raised  in  the  communily. 
At  a  mass  meeting  called  by  three 
neighborhood  associations  Ihe  nighl 
before,  a  number  of  speakers  said 
that  although  they  supported  the 
Inn  and  its  programs,  they  had 
reservations  about  the  proposed 
size  of  550  beds.  A  common  theme 
of  many  speakers  was  the  problem 
associated  with  some  neighborhood 


bars  and  liquor  establishments 
which  many  say  prey  on  Ihe 
neighborhoods  as  well  as  on  Ihe 
alcoholics  served  by  Pine  Street. 

At  a  crowded  SEPAC  meeting,  a 
majority  of  neighborhood  and 
SEP.'XC  representatives  expressed 
sup|iorl  for  Ihe  concept  of  the  Pine 
Slreel  and  .saw  a  need  lo  look  after 
Ihe  neeils  of  the  homeless  men  in 
Ihe  Soulh  End  and  in  the  Cily.  But 
Ihe  group  fell  that  legitimate  objec- 
tions had  been  raised  by  many 
residents.  After  3V=  hours  of  discus- 
sion with  representalives  from  the 
neighborhoods.  Ihe  BRA  and  Pine 
Slreel.  SEPAC  voted  lo  approve  the 
lentative  designation  of  the  Inn 
after  Inn  spokesmen  agreed  to 
reduce  the  size  of  the  planned 
facility  lo  (350  beds],  a  level  suf- 
ficient to  handle  Ihe  existing  pop- 
ulation of  Pine  Street,  including 
those  currenlly  forced  to  sleep  on 
the  floor.  Pine  Street  Inn  agreed  to 
add  additional  South  End  residents 
lo  its  own  volunteer  board.  The 
BRA  agreed  to  act  to  shut  down  li- 
ipior  establishments  identified  by 
Ihe  community  as  undesirable  or 
incompatible  with  residential 
areas.  (See  arlicle  this  page.] 

The  BRA  also  agreed  to  appoint  a 
communily  Task  Force,  including 
people  opposed  lo  Ihe  original  Pine 
Street  proposal,  lo  work  with  Pine 
Street  on  its  plans  prior  lo  "final 
designation"  by  the  BRA  and 
review  by  SEPAC. 

The  next  day.  the  BRA  Board 
voted  to  make  its  own  approval  of 
the  mo\'e  conditional  on  SEPAC's 
demands.  This  means  that  Pine 
Slreel  will  be  legally  limited  to  a 
maximum  350  beds  in  the  new 
facility. 

Citizen  Task  Force 

The  Task  Force,  chaired  by 
jeanelle  Hajjar  of  Union  Park  has 
been  appoinled  by  Ihe  BRA. 
Though  divided  on  Ihe  issue,  the 
Task  Force  may  draw  up  specific 
proposals  lo  address  community 
concerns  such  as  limits  on  the 
programs, 

Inn.  Iranspdrlalion 
security. 

Allhough  South  Enders  have 
known  for  over  two  years  lhal  Pine 
Slreel  was  lo  be  moved  (see  SEPAC 
Newsletter.  May  1973].  SEPAC 
members  first  learned  of  the 
specific  Bristol  Street  proposal  in 
early  November.  The  group  had 
stopped  the  BRA's  plan  lo  decide 
the  issue  before  Thanksgiving  until 
local  neighborhoods  had  been  con- 
sulted. SEPAC  had  set  up  meetings 
in  the  Caslle  Square  and  the 
Br,ulford-Sh.i\vmut  neighborhoods 
which  were  c.incelled  because  of 
Ihe  mass  meeting  December  17. 

Many  SEPAC  members  and 
residents  urged  that  the  group  table 
Ihe  matter  to  allow  more  lime  for 
rev  iew.  However.  SEPAC  can  table 
such  matters  for  only  21  days.  BRA 
had  sent  out  the  Pine  Street 
proposal  13  days  earlier.  That 
meant  that  SEPAC  could  not  have 
reviewed  the  matter  again  before 
the  next  BRA  Board  meeting  after 
Christmas. 

8  Streets  Neigiiborhood 
Votes  Support 

Some  of  the  early  opponents  of 
the  Pine  Street  move  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  December  SEPAC 


meeting  now  support  Ihe 
agreements  worked  out  by  SEPAC. 
The  8  Streets  Neighborhood 
Association,  whose  Chairman 
Newell  Cook  had  co-chaired  the 
mass  meeting  December  17  in  op- 
position lo  the  move,  has  voted  un- 
animously lo  support  it  subject  lo 
the  conditions  allached  by  SEPAC. 

Opposilion  Continues 

Bui  vocal  opposition  lo  the  move 
continues.  The  opposilion  is  led  by 
the  Citizens  Coalition  for  Ihe  Non- 
South  End  Relocation  of  the  Pine 
Slreel  Inn.  The  group  includes 
residents  from  the  Bradford  Street 
area.  Castle  Square,  local 
businesses  near  the  ?ile,  and 
numberous  individuals  from  nee-- 


heallh  facilities  at  the 
access,  and 


by  neighborhoods  and  throughout 
the  Soulh  End. 

Opponents  to  the  move  have 
been  active  circulating  petitions 
and  letters.  Opponents  made  up 
about  half  the  turnout  of  a  meeting 
called  by  Cily  Councilors  O'Neill 
and  Langone  in  january. 

Mayor  to  Decide 

Friends  and  foes  of  the  Pine 
Street  move  met  with  Mayor  While 
as  part  of  a  large  delegation  of 
Soulh  Enders  who  met  with  the 
Mayor  in  early  February.  The 
Mayor  promised  the  group  that  he 
will  lake  full  responsibility  for  the 
final  decision  on  the  tale  of  Pine 
Street  and  will  act  soon  on  the 
matter. 


Arlisfs  sketch  of  proposed  Pine  SIteel  Inn  facilily  in  the  South  End.  'Three  "diacenl  buildings 
will  be  combined  including  a  former  tire  lower.  An  enclosed  park  will  be  established  behmd 
the  facility  to  house  the  guests  of  the  Inn.     ^^^^^ 

Rainbow  Lounge  on  List 

BRA  Acts  to  Shut  Down  Bars 


The  BRA  has  laken  steps  lo  shut 
down  The  Rainbow  Lounge  in 
response  to  SEPAC  and  community 
demands. 

The  BRA  has  also  acted  to 
remove  four  liquor  establishments 
on  Tremonl  Street  in  Ihe  Eight 
SIreets  Neighborhood:  Kelley's. 
Milford  Tavern.  Milford  Wine  and 
Liquor  and  the  Record  Cafe. 

■The  bra's  action  resulted  from  a 
pledge  from  BRA  Director  Robert 
Kenney  at  the  December  18th 
SEPAC  meeting  to  use  with  Ihe  full 
extern  of  the  BRA's  powers  to 
remove  liquor  establishments 
identified  as  undesirable  or 
incompatible  uses  by  the 
community.  SEPAC  bad  sought  this 
commitment  in  response  to 
concerns  raised  in  the  community 
about  the  proposed  Pine  Street  Inn 
relocation  to  Bristol  Street.  SEPAC 
made  its  tentative  approval  of  the 
Pine  Street  move  conditional  on 
this  BRA  guarantee. 

Incompatible  Use 

Allhough  the  BRA  does  nol  have 
Ihe  abilily  lo  buy  the  liquor  licenses 
of  unwanled  bars,  it  can  make 
minor  changes  in  the  Urban 
Renewal  Plan  which  is  the  first  step 
toward  "taking"  them  from  the 
existing  owners.  If  the  bars  can  not 
be  successfully  relocated,  the  BRA 
would  then  negotiate  a  sales  price 
antl  buy  them.  The  process  can  take 
four  to  fi\'e  months,  depending  on 
the  response  of  the  owner. 

The  BRA  can  lake  these  steps  if 
the  operation  of  a  bar  can  be  shown 
lo  be  incompatible  with  nearby 
lands  uses.   For  example,  the 


Rainbow  Lounge  is  considered  to 
be  incompatible  with  the  elderly 
apartment  building  across  Tremonl 
Street  by  many  local  residents. 

South  End  residents  had 
exhausted  normal  channels  in 
complaints  against  the  Rainbow. 
Over  150  residents  had  demanded 
that  the  Rainbow's  license  be 
revoked  to  Ihe  Boston  Licensing 
Board  in  December.  The  Board 
ignored  their  demands. 

SEPAC  members  pointed  out  that 
the  original  South  End  Urban 
Renewal  Plan  pledged  a  reduction 
in  liquor  licenses  in  the  Soulh  End. 
Although  the  BRA  has  made 
progress  toward  this  goal,  it  has  yet 
to  fully  achieve  it. 

Bars  Task  Force 

SEPAC  has  established  a  Bars 
Task  Force  consisting  of  SEPAC  and 
neighborhood  association 
representatives.  The  Task  Force 
has  recommended  that  the  BRA  act 
on  the  Viejo  San  juan,  the 
Dartmouth  Cafe,  the  Shanty 
Lounge,  Roscoe's  and  the 
Rendezvous  Cafe.  SEPAC  has 
unanimously  endorsed  these 
recommendations  and  urged  the 
BRA  lo  acl  on  them.  The  BRA  has 
reportedly  been  studying  the 
possible  legal  problems  connected 
with  such  steps. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING  OF  THE 
BARS  TASK  FORCE  WILL  BE 
TUESDAY,  APRIL  1,  7:30  P.M.,  AT 
THE  SEPAC  OFFICE,  374 
COLUMBUS  AVENUE,  BOSTON. 
INTERESTED  RESIDENTS  ARE 
URGED  TO  ATTEND.  CALL  262- 
4318  FOR  DETAILS. 


Franklin  Square  House 
Kept  for  Elderly 


SEPAC,  Task  Force 
Reverse  MHFA  Stand 

Slale  officials  have  made  a  major 
policy  change  on  plans  for  the 
Franklin  Square  House,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Washington  and  West  New- 
Ion  Streets,  after  meetings  with 
representatives  of  SEPAC  and  the 
community-based  Franklin  Square 
House  Task  Force. 

The  Massachusetts  Housing 
Finance  Agency  (MHFA)  has 
agreed  to  the  South  End  com- 
munity's plan  tor  elderly  housing 
there,  which  would  reserve  at  least 
60  per  cent  of  the  units  for  low  in- 
come elderly  tenants  who  would 
pay  no  more  than  a  quarter  of  their 
income  for  rent.  The  remaining  un- 
its would  be  rented  at  moderate 
rent  levels  with  priority  to  elderly 
applicants. 

In  addition,  the  Department  of 
Community  Affairs  has  given  ten- 
tative approval  to  the  South  End's 
request  for  state  leased  housing 
subsidy  funds,  without  which  the  60 
per  cent  ratio  could  not  be  main- 
tained. 

Young  Professionals 

The  MHFA's  agreements 
represents  a  35  per  cent  increase  in 
elderly  units  over  their  original 
proposal  two  months  ago.  Under 
the  plan,  only  25  per  cent  of  the  un- 
its would  have  been  open  to  low  in- 
come elderly,  and  the  remainder 
would  have  been  rented  at 
"moderate"  and  "market"  rates  (25 
per  cent],  which  come  to  about 
$  $280  a  month  tor  a  one  bedroom 
unit.  These  would  most  likely  have 
become  filled  by  young  profes- 
sionals, doctors  and  nurses  from 
nearby  hospitals  who  could  afford 
moderate  and  market  rates  which 
MHFA  admitted  would  be  beyond 
the  means  of  most  South  End  elder- 
ly residents. 

SEPAC  members  and  the 
Franklin  Square  House  Task  Force 
were  unaware  of  the  MHFA's  posi- 
tion until  State  Street  Engineering, 
the  contractor,  presented  its  formal 
plans  a(  the  November  22  SEPAC 
meeting.  The  contractor  proposed 
that  only  25  per  cent  of  the  units 
would  be  priced  low  enough  tor  the 
elderly  to  afford,  and  none  of  the 
housing  units  would  be  held  ex- 
clusively for  elderly  tenants,  but 
Ihey  would   merely  be  given 


"priority."  Tom  Welch.  MHFA's 
representative  at  the  meeting, 
slated  that  MHFA  was  requiring  the 
contractor  to  meet  these  conditions. 

At  a  crowded  and  healed  session. 
SEPAC  members  and  other  South 
Enders  questioned  MHFA's  posi- 
tion and  endorsed  by  a  unanimous 
vote  the  need  for  elderly  housingat 
rents  South  End  elderly  could  af- 
ford. Poeple  were  most  angry  that 
what  was  supposed  to  have  have 
been  an  elderly  housing  proposal 
was  instead  being  earmarked  for  a 
young  professionals'  complex  near 
Boston  City  Hospital. 

Based  on  the  findings  of  an  out- 
dated Market  Survey,  the  MHFA 
justified  its  position  at  the  meeting 
by  saying  there  was  no  longer  a 
strong  need  tor  elderly  housing  in 
the  South  End.  But  SEPAC 
members  pointed  out  there  is  a 
waiting  line  now  of  elderly  people 
wishing  to  fill  units  in  three  other 
new  elderly  developments  in  the 
same  area.  "We're  having  to  turn 
people  away  already."  stated  Phil 
Bradley,  manager  of  the  ETC  Elder- 
ly Tower.  "These  are  lifelong  South 
End  residents  who  are  being  pushed 
out  of  rooming  houses  and 
apartments  and  who  have  no  place 
else  to  go." 

SEPAC  Changes  MHFA  Policy 

SEPAC  representatives  met  two 
weeks  later  with  MHFA  Director 
Bill  White.  After  over  three  hours 
of  detailed  discussion.  White 
agreed  to  reserve  60  per  cent  ot  the 
new  Franklin  Square  House  tor  low 
income  elderly,  provided  that  state 
subsidies  from  the  Department  of 
Community  Affairs  (OCA)  can  be 
found.  After  Chairperson  Tris 
Blake  polled  the  members,  the 
Franklin  Square  House  Task  Force 
voted  to  support  this  agreement  and 
joined  SEPAC  in  getting  a  tentative 
committment  of  subsidies  from  the 
DCA.  MHFA  later  agreed  to  drop  its 
insistence  that  "market"  rate  units 
renting  at  $280  be  included  in  the 
new  building  since  they  would  be 
beyond  the  reach  of  all  but  a  few  of 
the  elderly. 

The  Task  Force  will  continue  to 
work  with  the  contractor  by 
developing  outreach  programs  into 
the  community  to  locate  and  inform 
elderly  persons  of  these  apartments 
when  thev  are  available. 


Soutti  End  elderlv 


fdiirkslone  Park. 


Tent  City  Neighbors  See  Plans 


Draw  Up  Guidelines 

The  Ten!  City  Task  Force,  an  ad 
hoc  group  from  the  Cosmopolitan 
and  Ellis  neighborhoods,  has 
developed  standards  for  the 
development  ot  the  site  where  the 
1968  TenI  City  demonstration  oc- 
curred. 

The  guidelines  call  tor  al  least 
75'..  of  the  units  to  be  affordable  by 
South  End  working  families  and  in- 
dividuals, a  mix  of  tenancy  and 
some  home  ownership,  priority  to 
South  Enders  reflecting  South 
End's  ethnic  mix  . in  tenancy  and 
home  ownership. 
Unanimous  Support 

These  guidelines  were  adapted 
unanimously  by  over  forty  neigh- 
borhood residents  on  Dec,  19,  after 
a  series  ot  open  discussions 
stretching  over  two  months.  The 
group  acted  after  making  some 
changes  in  a  set  of  draft  guidelines 
which  had  been  distributed  door- 
lo-door  in  the  neighborhoods  prior 
to  the  meeting. 
Developers  Respond 

Since  early  January,  each  of  the 
three  major  developers  who  had 
submitted  plans  for  the  Tent  City 
site  —  Crowninshields.  Slate  SIreel 
Development  Co.,  and  Housing  In- 
novations —  has  met  with  the  Task 
Force  to  discuss  their  plans.  Each 
has  made  changes  in  response  lo 
the  community's  position.  Acting  al 
Ihe  request  of  the  Task  Force,  the 
BRA  extended  by  one  month  Ihe 
time  for  developers  lo  submit  these 
plan  changes. 


rhe  Frankie  O'Day  Block 

Recently  Ihe  Task  Force  also  ex- 
tended Ihe  guidelines  lo  rover  Ihe 
buildings  on  the  block  across 
Columbus  Ave.  from  TenI  City, 
know  as  the  Frankie  O'Day  block. 
Although  not  pari  of  the  Tent  City 
sile,  the  buildings  have  been  adver- 
tised for  rehabililalinn  by  Ihe  BRA. 
The  Task  Force  has  written  poten- 
tial developers  ot  these  buildings 
telling  Ihem  about  Ihe  community's 
position  and  offering  to  provide 
assistance  in  obtaining  rental  sub- 
sidies. 

The  buildings  were  originally 
schedilled  tor  demolition  in  Ihe  Ur- 
ban Renewal  Plan  to  make  way  for 
a  new  school.  The  community  last 
year  finally  persuaded  the  BRA 
lhal  a  declining  school  population 
in  the  neighborhood  made  demoli- 
tion unnecessary. 
Task  Force  lo  Screen  Proposals 

The  Task  Force  has  set  up  a  work- 
ing committee  to  meet  with  the  BRA 
staff  and  discuss  Ihe  BRA's  criteria 
for  proposals  on  the  Tent  City  and 
Frankie  O'Day  blocks. 

Annlher  mass  meeting  of 
neighborhood  residents  will  be 
called  soon  lo  decide  on  which,  if 
anv.  of  Ihe  TenI  City  [uopos.ds 
should  he  accepted.  The  alter- 
natives include  lolling  Ihe  land  lie 
undeveloped  a  few  more  years  un- 
til better  economic  conditions  and 
government  programs  exist,  or  tor 
the  community  lo  form  a  non-profit 
group  and  develop  the  land  itself. 


Sewer  Contract  Awarded  to  "Dynamite"  Firm 


A  $1.4  million  contract  for  con- 
struction ot  sewers  along  Tremont 
Street  between  lower  Roxbury  and 
West  Canton  Streets  and  parts  of 
Columbus  Ave.  near  Holyoke, 
Appleton  and  W,  Canton  was 
awarded,  without  SEPAC's  review 
or  approval,  at  the  BRA  Board's 
January  9th  meeting.  Later.  SEPAC 
members  agreed  not  lo  oppose  Ihe 
award  only  after  winning  major 
concessions  from  the  contractor. 

The  sewer  work  is  a  first  step 
toward  the  reconstruction  and 
narrowing  of  Tremont  and  Colum- 
bus which  is  part  ot  the  South  End 
Committee  on  Transporlalion 
(SECOT)  agreement  with  the 
Mayor  and  the  BRA. 

Afler  assuring  SEPAC  that  the 
issue  would  not  even  be  discussed 
at  its  January  9th  meeting,  the  BRA 


then  chose  Modern  Con- 
tinental —  the  firm  involved  in  a 
dynamite  blasting  accident  in  Ihe 
North  End  last  December. 

BRA  Staff  Opposes  Contract 

The  BRA'S  Chief  Engineer,  Wally 
Orpen.  took  the  unusual  step  ot  op- 
posing Ihe  award  before  Ihe  Board. 
He  revealed  the  contents  ot  a  BRA 
staff  study  showing  that  while 
Modern  Continental  has  completed 
past  contracts  on  time,  its  breakage 
rate  has  been  seven  to  eight  limes 
higher  than  that  of  other  firms  do- 
ing work  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  Board  itself  was  critical  ot 
Modern  Continental  al  a  December 
26th  meeting  following  the  North 
End  accident,  and  it  is  rumored  that 
the  firm  was  rejected  as  contractor 


for  construction  of  the  new  South 
End  pumping  station  in  spile  of  its 
low  bid. 

Following  Board  approval,  Tony 
Marino.  Modern  Continental's 
owner,  appeared  at  SEPAC's  Social 
Planning  and  Development  Com- 
mittee to  answer  questions  about 
his  firm's  record  and  lo  ask  for  com- 
munity support.  Following  dis- 
cussions with  the  membership,  he 
and  his  attorney.  Jim  Dray,  agreed 
lo  the  following  conditions: 

1.  40'/,  ot  all  jobs  will  be  awarded 
to  minority  contractors.  One  of  the 
major  conlraclors  will  be  Franklin 
Excavation,  a  minority  firm  with 
extensive  experience  in  the  South 
End. 

2.  Work,  procedures  will  not  call 
for  any  blasting. 

3.  'There  will  be  a  binding 


Memorandum  ot  Agreement 
between  Modern  Continental. 
SEPAC.  and  Ihe  South  End  Com- 
mittee on  Transporlalion  providing 
tor  a  community  liaison  role  during 
utility  construction.  Details  of  Ihe 
Memo  will  be  worked  out  soon. 

Al  the  January  23  SEPAC 
Meeting.  Marino  again  agreed  to 
those  conditions.  SEPAC  Ihen  voted 
not  lo  oppose  the  contract  but  to 
protest  to  Ihe  BRA  Board  olinul  the 
Board's  letting  a  controversial  utili- 
ty contract  wilhoul  community  dis- 
cussion. 

Kepresenling  Modern  Conlinen- 
lal's  owner.  Tony  Marino,  at  Ihe 
Board  meeting  was  its  politically 
well-connected  lawyer.  Jim  Dray, 
who  is  a  close  friend  of  Boston's 
Mayor  Kevin  White,  according  to  an 
allegation  made  by  The  Boston 
Globe. 
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SPECIAL  REPORT : 


The  Financial  Crisis  in  HUD  Housing 


By  Emily  Achtenberg,  Urban 
Planning  Aid,  Boston 
Community  School 

and  Michael  Kane.  SEPAC 

The  crises  at  Methunion  and 
Rutland  Street  are  just  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg  for  South  End  FHA  tenants. 

More  than  1.700  low  and 
moderaie-income  families  in  the 
Sriuth  End.  aheady  displaced  once 
by  urban  renewal,  may  soon  be 
forced  out  of  the  South  End  by  Ihi; 
same  Fedf-ral  agency  that  provided 
their  housing.  Thousands  of  South 
End  FHA  tenants  arc^  being  faced 
with  huge  rent  increases  that  many 
cannot  afford  to  pay. 

The  problem  Is  a  national  one.  It 
is  rooted  in  soaring  operating  costs 
due  to  the  general  economic  crisis 
and  lo  inflated  moriynges  left  over 
from  the  con.slni'.linn  period. 
Across  the  Unil.-fl  Sliites.  HUD 
already  owns  or  holds  mortgages  on 
more  than  1,700  developments  and 
ihousands  more  are  in  serious 
financial  trouble. 

In  Boston  alone,  10.000  units 
housing  39.000  people  are  in  finan- 
cial troulde  HVD  has  already 
foreclosed  on  1 1  (ifvelopments  con- 
taining over  10.000  units,  including 
500  units  in  Academy  Homes  in 
Roxbury.  • 

"FHA"  housing  was  buiU  under 
the  "22ld3"  and  "23fi"  programs  by 
profit-making  and  non-profit 
developers,  with  mortgage  sub- 
sidies and  insurance  provided  by 
the  Federal  Housing  Administra- 
tion (FHA).  FHA  is  a  division  of  the 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urh.in 
Development  (HUD),  the  Federal 
Government's  overall  housing 
agency. 

South  End  Crisis 

For  South  End  FHA  tenants,  the 
crisis  takes  three  forms: 
1.  Massive  RenI  Increases 

As  things  stand  now,  HUD's 
financial  crisis  is  leading  to  massive 
rent  increases  and  evictions.  Pre- 
sent owners  and  tenants  are  under 
pressure  from  HUD  to  accept  hig 
rent  increases  lo  match  rising  cusis 
and  inflated  mortgage  payments. 
This  would  mean  gradual  e\'iclions 
for  the  many  tenants  who  can't  af- 
ford to  pay. 

In  Castle  Square,  one  of  the  more 
"financially  stable"  developments, 
residents  face  a  $30  per  month  rent 
increase.  Monthly  rents  in  ROXSE 
have  just  been  raised  $25  for  the  se- 
cond  year  in  a  row.  Evictions  for 


non-payment  of  this  rent  increase 
are  already  underway  at  ROXSE. 
TDC  is  recommending  a  $50  a 
month  rent  increase,  to  be 
staggered  over  a  six-month  period. 
Tenants  in  ETC  rehab  buildings  are 
preparing  for  a  rent  increase.  The 
same  thing  is  happening  in  olher 
de\'elopments  throughout  the  Cily 
and  across  the  country 
2.  Sale  to  Luxury  Developers 

Worse.  HUD  has  made  clear  its 
policy  that  projects  which  fall  into 
its  hands  will  be  sold  to  the  highest 
bidder  just  like  any  other  real  es- 
tate operation  .  HUD  lakes  over  in 
"221  D-3"  and  "236"  developments, 
whose  mortgages  are  covered  and 
subsidized  by  FHA.  in  two  basic 
steps:  assignment  and  foreclosure. 
Assignment  means  that  FHA.  as  the 
mortgage  insurance  agency,  pays 
off  the  original  lender  and  fakes 
over  the  mortgage  for 
developments  that  have  difficulty 
meeting  their  mortgage  payments, 
if  FHA  thinks  that  this  step  will  not 
be  enough  to  improve  the  financial 
condition  of  the  project,  it  may 
move  to  foreclose.  Foreclosure 
means  that  FHA  takes  over  from  the 
original  owner  and  becomes  the 
legal  property  owner. 

In  Grant  Manor,  Rutland  Street 
hoi. sing  and  Concord  Apartments. 
FHA  has  already  taken  the  first  step 
of  assuming  the  mortgage 
(assignment).  In  Methunion  Manor, 
the  mortgage  has  been  assigned  and 
FHA  is  prepared  to  go  to 
foreclosure. 

Ill -A  can  advertise  the 
(if'\'elopments  for  sale  once  they 
are  in  assignment,  prior  to 
foreclosure.  According  lo  HUD.  the 
new  owners  would  not  be  covered 
by  HUD  rent  limits.  Tenants 
will  be  at  the  mf?ri:y  nf  sppculalnrs 
[iMiK  tn  r,h;iii.'c  wli.ilp\-er  the  lux- 
nr\  !l(llJ^i^^  [ii.iik^-i  »,vili  bear. 

Tins  is  HI  'D's  pi, in  right  now  for 
Methuniun  tenants.  It  is  what  HUD 
tried  lo  do  with  the  Rutland  Street 
buildings.  .And  it  may  be  in  store  for 
tenants  living  in  other  "desirable 
m.irkel"  areas. 
3.  Demolition 

If  raUD  can't  get  its  price  for  a 
project  it  owns,  it  policy  has  been  to 
kick  out  all  the  tenants  and 
demolish  it,  rather  than  operate  the 
buildings  at  a  loss,  A  recent  lawsuit 
by  tenants  in  Washington.  D.C. 
stopped  HUD  from  tearing  down  a 
foreclosed  project,  but  not  until 
after  most  of  the  tenants  had  been 
forced  out. 


FHA  lenanls  in  Brockton.  Mass.  physically  block  Ihe  eviction  of  a  lenant  family  for  falling 
behind  on  rent.  The  tenanH'  union  has  been  fighting  a  $27  monlhly  renl  increase  for  two 
years. 


This  may  be  HUD's  policy  for 
developments  in  neighborhoods 
less  attractive  to  luxur> 
speculators.  Or  HUD  could  simply 
sell  these  projects  at  a  low  price  to 
slumlords  who  would  milk  as  much 
money  from  them  as  possible,  in- 
vest nothing  in  repairs  or 
maintenance,  and  "walk  awa>  ' 
after  a  few  years  of  making  as  much 
profit  as  possible. 

Skyrocketing  rents  are  just  as  much 
of  a  threat  lo  low  and  moderate- 
income  FHA  lenanls  as  is  the 
prospect  of  foreclosure  and  sale  to 
a  luxury  developer.  Either  way. 
tenants  lose. 

Why  does  the  financial  crisis  ex- 
ist in  FHA  housing  and  what  can 
tenants  do  about  it? 


Causes  of 

The  Hnancial  Crisis 

The  financial  crisis  in  FHA  hous- 
ing began  when  the  developments 
were  first  built.  Despite  their  good 
intentions,  many  non  profit  spon- 
sors lacked  the  expertise  to  ade- 
fiuately  monitor  construction. 
Decisions  were  made  for  them  by 
the  large  profit-making  builders 
they  hired,  in  conjunction  with 
FHA,  Construction  delays  and 
errors  led  to  financial  problems 
later  on.  in  the  form  of  increased 
construction  costs,  bigger 
mortgages,  and  higher  rents.  For  ex- 
ample, the  mortgage  on  Roxse 
Homes  had  lo  be  increased  by 
S450.000  to  pay  for  construction 
delays  and  errors,  resulting  in  a 
substantial  rent  hike  for  tenants. 

Where  it  occurred,  poor  design, 
shoddy  workmanship,  and  the  use 
of  faulty  materials  also  led  lo  con- 
struction defects,  such  as  leaky  win- 
dows, excessive  settlemenl  and 
poor  insulation.  These  problems 
create  not  only  substandard  con- 
ditions hut  higher  operating  costs. 
Fur  example,  chronic  rat  infestation 
at  Roxse.  caused  by  the  failure  to 
install  protective  grates  on  building 
foundations,  costs  thousands  of  ex- 
tra dollars  each  year  in  (un- 
successful! rat  control.  Window 
drafts  mean  higher  heating  costs, 
and  so  on, 

FHA  Responsible 

Many  owners,  as  anxious  for 
FHA  approval  as  FHA  was  to  ap- 
prove their  projects,  seriously  un- 
derestimated what  it  would  cost  to 
operate  their  development.  Or, 
they  overstated  the  rents  that  could 
be  charged  for  commercial  space. 
Later  on.  when  more  money  was 
needed.  FHA  usually  approved  a 
rent  increase,  unless  rents  were 
already  at  the  maximum  levels  per- 
mitted by  income  limits.  But  tenants 
were  unwilling  or  unable  to  pay  it. 
So  the  project  developed  "financfal 
trouble." 

Every  phase  of  construction  and 
operations  in  subsidized 
developments  is  approved  by  FHA. 
But  since  FHA  insures  the  project 
mortgage,  it  has  a  vested  interest  in 
seeing  that  construction  proceeds 
quickly  and  that  rents  keep  going 


up  to  cover  mortgage  costs.  FHA 
often  ends  up  approving  projects 
that  are  financially  doomed  from 
the  start. 

Many  well-intentioned  non-profit 
sponsors  relied  heavily  on  FHA  for 
"expertise"  and  were  never  fully 
informed  by  FHA  of  the  potential 
problems  that  were  often  built  into 
the  projects.  When  problems 
appeared.  FHA  was  usually  unwill- 
ing to  deal  with  the  problems  for 
which  it  was  responsible  when  it 
became  apparent  that  (here  was  not 
enough  money  to  operate.  The 
tenants,  particularly  those  of 
moderate-income,  are  faced  with 
outrageous  rents  they  can't  afford, 
or  with  living  in  developments  that 
can't  meet  expenses  —  or  both. 


Inflation 

Part  of  the  problem  lies  with  the 
inflateil  mortgage  costs  that  were 
built  into  these  developments.  But  a 
major  source  of  the  current  crunch 
is  the  fantastic  increases  in  electric, 
gas.  maintenance,  and  material 
costs  due  to  inflation. 

Electric  bills  have  as  much  as 
doubled  in  the  last  year  for  many 
Boston  families.  The  fuel  crisis 
doubled  the  cost  of  heating  many 
developments  a  year  ago.  and 
prices  continued  to  rise  at  a  10-20% 
annual  rate,  with  no  end  in  sight. 
Coupled  with  high  mortgage 
payments,  this  puts  the  squeeze  on 
many  developments  and  has 
speeded  up  the  financial  crises  in 
FHA  housing  nationally. 

Even  well-managed  FHA 
developments  such  as  ETC  rehab 
buildings  have  been  caught  in  the 
inflationary  squeeze.  ETC  avoided 
the  pitfalls  that  plagued  many  non- 
profit community  housing  sponsors 
by  active  involvement  during  the 
design  construction  stage  in  its 
rehab  buildings,  conducted  by  an 
active  community  board,  its  own 
technical  staff.  The  ETC  Rehab 
buildings  have  avoided  a  rent  in- 
crease for  several  years  because  of 
a  large  reserve  fund  used  to  offset 
rising  costs  which  was  set  up  at  the 
construction  stage.  But  inflation  in 
operating  costs  for  heat,  electricity, 
some  maintenance,  and  materials 
has  meant  that  ETC  rehab  tenants 
must  confront  a  rent  increase  for 
the  first  time. 


City.  BRA  Share  Blame 

The  city  and  state  too  are  respon- 
sible for  the  financial  crisis  in  FHA 
housing.  The  BRA  and  the  stale 
Department  of  Community  Affairs 
approved  the  urban  renewal  plan 
which  included  these 
developments  as  housing  resources 
for  displaced  low  and  moderate  in- 
come residents.  Special  tax 
arrangements  were  made  with  non- 
profit owners  to  make  it  possible 
for  lower  rents  to  be  charged. 
Thousands  of  displaced  families  in 
the  South  End  were  guaranteed 
adequate  "replacement"  housing 
on  the  basis  of  these  commitments 
—  which  could  never  be  honored 
given  the  existing  financial  struc- 
ture of  FHA  developments, 
developments. 

The  lawsuit  brought 
by  Methunion  tenants  against  HUD 
states  that  HUD  can  not  sell  Methu- 
nion in  a  way  that  would  change  iht; 
rental  schedule  or  remove  low  and 
moderate-income  units  from  the 
South  End  housing  stock  because  of 
binding  urban  renewal  com- 
mitments. 

As  parties  with  HUD  to  the 
"Cooperation  Agreement"  which 
set  up  the  South  End  Urban 
Renewal  Plan,  the  City  and  the  BRA 
are  obligated  to  honor  urban 
renewal  conunilments. 


Alternatives  for  Tenants 

Right  now,  the  future  of  most 
financially-troubled  South  End 
FHA  housing  developments  and  its 
residents  is  being  determined  by 
FHA  officials  and  real  estate  in- 
terests. But  if  tenants  organize  in 
their  developments  and  throughout 
the  South  End.  things  can  begin  lo 
change.  New  laws,  programs,  court 
decisions,  and  policies  may  be 
needed  to  make  it  possible  for  ex- 
isting residents  to  remain  in  their 
homes.  None  of  these  things  can  be 
achieved  without  strong  pressure 
from  organized  tenants. 

At  the  outset,  it's  important  for 
FHA  tenants  lo  realize  that 
foreclosure  and  resale  is  not  the 
only  threat  they  face.  The  status 
quo  is  equally  threatening,  If  things 
remain  just  as  they  are.  rents  will 
continue  to  rise,  forcing  low  and 
moderate  income  tenants  out  one 


after  another.  Displacement  will  be 
gradual.  but  inevitable 
nevertheless. 

For  example,  many  ROXSE 
tenants  are  being  evicted  right  now 
for  non-payment  of  a  $50  per  month 
rent  increase  over  the  last  two 
years.  Some  are  withholding 
because  of  bad  conditions.  Others 
simply  can't  afford  to  pay. 

To  guarantee  rents  that  can 
reasonably  be  afforded  by  existing 
residents,  the  following  stragegies 
need  to  be  considered: 

1  Elimination  of  mortgage 
payments.  Regardless  of  who  owns 
the  development,  its  financial 
structure  must  be  changed  if  low 
and  moderate  income  tenants  are  to 
remain  as  residents.  The  current 
financial  crisis  makes  it  clear  that 
in  order  to  avoid  massive  rent  in- 
creases and  evictions,  the  remain- 
ing mortgage  debt  on  FHA- 
subsidized  developments  must  be 
permanently  wiped  out.  FHA,  Ihe 
government  agency  responsible  tor 
the  present  financial  crisis,  must  be 
forced  to  absorb  the  loss,  by  acquir- 
ing mortgages  out  of  its  insurance 
funds  and  not  recovering  (his  cost 
through  resale. 

Once  the  mortgage  debt  is 
eliminated,  no  more  monthly 
mortgage  payments  are  required. 
This  means  that  all  the  rent  money 
previously  allocated  to  cover 
mortgage  costs  could  be  freed  up  lo 
pay  for  operating  expenses  and 
repairs.  Or,  rents  could  be  reduced. 
For  example,  eliminating  the  $4,- 
229,900  mortgage  debt  on  Methu- 
nion Manor  would  free  up  ap- 
proximately $162,000  a  year  to  pay 
for  expenses  and  maintenance.  Or, 
rents  could  be  reduced  by  $100  a 
month — or  some  combination  of  the 
two. 

Elimination  of  the  mortgage  debt 
can  be  accomplished  in  several 
different  ways.  If  the  existing 
ownership  is  retained,  FHA  can 
agree  to  simply  "forgive'*  (not 
collect]  future  mortgage  payments, 
or  postpone  them  for  40  years.  If 
tenants  want  the  government  to 
own  their  development.  FHA  could 
foreclose  and  not  resell,  thereby 
getting  rid  of  the  mortgage  and  the 
monthly  payments  required  on  it.  If 
a  new  form  of  ownership  is  desired, 
FHA  could  be  forced  to  pay  for  any 
necessary  improvements  and  to 
transfer  the  property  at  no  cost  to 
the  new  owner.  This  would  leave 
the  new  owner  with  no  mortgage  to 
pay. 

HUD  will  not  make  these  changes 
willingly.  Tenants  must  be 
prepared  lo  exert  sustained 
pressure  to  get  them. 

2.  Ownership  and  resale.  Tenants 
must  be  strong  enough  to  control 
any  decisions  concerning 
ownership  and  resale  of  their 
developments.  The  important  ques- 
tion is.  which  ownership  situation  is 
most  likely  lo  protect  tenants'  in- 
terests? It's  not  just  the  owner  s  at- 
titude that's  important,  but  also  the 
economics  of  different  ownership 
situations  that  will  affect  the 
amount  of  renl  charged.  For  exam- 
ple, the  bigger  the  mortgage  on  the 
development  and  the  higher  the 


monthly  interest  rate,  the  more  the 
owner  will  have  to  charge  to  meet 
his  monthly  mortgage  payments. 

In  some  instances,  tenants  may 
decide  that  it's  best  to  retain 
ownership  by  existing  non-profit 
sponsors— but  this  only  makes 
sense  if  the  sponsor  is  willing  to 
fight  for  changes  in  the 
development's  financial  structure 
to  keep  rents  down  (see  above.) 

If  tenants  are  dissatisfied  with 
the  present  owner,  particularly  a 
profit-making  owner,  they  may 
want  lo  demand  foreclosure  in 
order  to  change  the  ownership 
structure,  What's  important,  though 
is  that  any  resale  by  FHA  in  a  way 
that  removes  units  from  the  low  and 
moderate  income  housing  stock 
must  be  prevents,  and  families  with 
additional  subsidies  must  be 
protected.  In  some  situations, 
resale  to  a  new  community-based 
sponsor  at  little  or  no  cost  could  be 
a  way  to  preserve  the  existing  rent 
schedule. 

In  rehabbed  rowhouse  buildings, 
tenants  may  want  to  consider  the 
alternative  of  cooperative 
ownership,  provided  the  buildings 
are  in  good  condition  and  can  be 
transferred  at  little  or  no  cost. 

Finally,  in  some  situations  it  may 
be  preferable  for  FHA  itself  to  re- 
tain ownership  and  not  resell-  It's 
unlikely  that  FHA  will  he  a  better 
landlord  than  the  previous  owner, 
but  permanent  government 
ownership  would  eliminate  all 
future  mortgage  pa ym (in Is.  .md 
could  give  tenants  greater  leverage 
in  demanding  additional  subsidies 
and  other  financial  changes  needed 
to  preserve  existing  rents  (see 
below). 

3,  Operating  subsidies.  FHA 

owners  and  government  officials 
often  say  that  additional  subsidies 
are  the  solution  to  the  financial 
crisis  in  FHA  housing.  But  subsidies 
alone  can't  solve  the  problem. 
Without  eliminating  the  mortgage, 
perhaps  2/3  of  all  FHA  tenants 
would  require  additional  subsidies 
to  be  able  to  afford  present 
rents— and  rents  are  going  up  all 
the  time.  Where  is  this  money  to 
come  from? 

A  new  federal  subsidy  program, 
called  "Section  8"  is  the  only  pre- 
sent source  of  extra  funds  for  low 
and  moderate  income  FHA  tenants. 
But  the  limited  allocation  of  Section 
8  funds  available  for  Boston  this 
year  will  be  adequate  to  subsidize 
only  about  1600  families  in  the  en- 
tire city,  at  current  rent  levels.  And 
new  HUD  regulations  make  it  very 
difficult  to  use  any  of  this  money  in 
existing  FHA  developments  A  new 
national  housing  law  authorizes 
FHA  to  provide  limited  operating 
subsidies  for  low  income  FHA 
tenants  (in  236  developments 
only)— but  so  far  FHA  has  refused 
to  implement  this  program. 

If  mortgages  on  FHA 
developments  were  eliminated  and 
rents  reduced,  fewer  families 
would  need  subsidies.  The  limited 
amount  of  subsidy  money  that  is 
now  available  could  certainly  be 
stretched  much  further.  FHA  must 


be  forced  to  preserve  existing  sub- 
sidies, such  as  leased  housing  and 
rent  supplements,  and  to  provide 
additional  operating  funds  for 
221d3  as  well  as  236  developments 
so  that  present  residents  can  pay 
reasonable  rents. 

4.  Property  taxes.  The  city  and 
state  can  assume  responsibility  for 
their  negligence  by  reducing  or 
eliminating  property  taxes  on  FHA 
developments.  This  would  free  up 
S15-$17  out  of  every  $100  in  monthly 
rent  paid,  for  additional  operating 
funds  or  further  rent  reductions. 

T).  Rent  control.  To  protect  FHA 
tenants  against  unwarranted  rent 
increases  and  evictions,  all  FHA 
(le\i!lnpments  must  be  subject  lo 
lo(.,il  rt-ni  and  eviction  control 
through  Ihe  Boston  Rent  Board. 
HI  ID  in  Washinglun  is  now  attemp- 
ting  to  undermine  this  basic  protec- 


Brocldon  lenants  block 
fiimities. 


lion  through  regulations  that  ex- 
empt FHA  developments  from  local 
control. 

Right  now,  landlords  and  HUD 
are  in  court  challenging  whether 
the  Boston  Rent  Control  Board  can 
cover  FHA  developments.  The 
owner  of  Castle  Square.  Bertram 
Druker.  is  one  of  the  landlords  su- 
ing the  Boston  Rent  Board.  These 
cases  are  expected  to  be  resolved  in 
the  near  future 

FHA  must  he  forced  lo  abandon 
this  policy,  and  the  city  must  active- 
ly pursue  an  effective  rent  control 
program.  In  addition,  new  state 
legislation  is  needed  to  extend  Ihe 
coverage  of  local  rent  control  to 
new  FHA  developments  built  after 
the  present  cut-off  date  (Jan.  1. 
1972).  The  legislature  is  currently 
considering  bills  to  do  this.  Tenants 
can  lobby  to  make  sure  these  bills 
pass. 

None  of  these  changes  will  be 
made  willingly  by  FHA.  the  state,  or 
the  city.  But  if  South  End  FHA 
tenants  organize  and  are  prepared 
to  back  up  their  demands  with 
effective  action,  government  of- 
ficials and  agencies  may  have  no 
other  choice. 


Rutland  St.  Tenants: 

"We  Will  Not  Be  Moved 


MM 


"I  couldn'l  move.  I  d  rather  go  lo 
jail  than  be  on  Ihe  street  any  more." 
said  Sandra  Smith,  a  Gypsy  mother 
who  spent  two  months  hving  in  a 
bus  depot  before  moving  with  her 
child  into  her  present  apartment  at 
62  Rutland  Street. 

Ms.  Smith  is  one  of  twelve 
families  living  in  rehabbed 
townhouses  at  62-64  and  79  Rutland 
and  34  East  Springfield  Streets 
which  were  advertised  for  sale  in 
December  ~  without  any  warning 
to  the  tenants— by  HUD. 

As  rehabbed  South  End  row 
houses,  the  buildings  are  attractive 
to  luxury  buyers.  The  new  owners 
would  have  been  able  lo  evict  the 
moderate-income  tenants  almost 
immediately  and  to  evict  the  Inw- 
income  tenants  within  a  year.  "We 
don't  want  to  move,  we  are  very 
comfortable  here."  said  Ricardo 
Cahan  who  lives  at  62  Rutland 
Street  with  his  wile  Marta  and  their 
8-month  old  baby. 

Tenants  Block  Sale 

After  the  ad  appeared  abruptly  in 
Ihe  December  8  Boston  Globe,  the 
tenants  organized  and  blocked  the 
sale  of  Ihe  buildings.  They  won  a 
sixty-day  moratorium  on  action  by 
HUD  to  allow  them  to  come  up  with 
a  plan  for  maintaining  the  buildings 
for  Ihe  existing  families.  


With  Ihe  assistance  of  the 
Emergency  Tenants  Council  (ETC|. 
Ihe  tenants  have  now  developed 
three  options  for  holding  on  to  their 
homes.  At  least  one  of  these  options 
would  involve  tenant  ownership  of 
their  apartments.  In  all  cases  the 
tenants  would  choose  their  own 
management  to  maintain  the 
buildings.  So  far,  HUD  and  the 
Mayor's  Office  have  cooperated 
with  the  tenants'  plans. 

Tenants  Determined  to  Fight 

Though  few  in  number  compared 
to  other  threatened  projects  such  as 
Methunion  or  ROXSE.  Ihe  lenanls 
were  determined  lo  fight  rather 
than  be  evicted.  In  three  days  dur- 
ing December  they  organized  a 
delegation  to  confront  HUD  Area 
Director  William  Hernandez  with  a 
demand  lo  postpone  sale  until  Ihe 
tenants  could  devise  their  own 
plan.  The  lenanls  sent  a  telegram  to 
HUD  Secretary  Lynn  in  Washington 
to  seek  a  delay.  They  received  sup- 
port from  Senators  Kennedy  and 
Brooke  and  Congressman  Moakley. 
ail  of  who  personally  contacted 
HUD  Secretary  Lynn  and  Ihe 
Boston  Area  Office.  The  Boston 
Mayor's  office  also  supported  the 
tenants  and  urged  HUD  to  stop  Ihe 
sale.  Local  media  were  contacted  to 
help  publicize  Ihe  tenants'  cause. 


HUD:  "Tenants  Have  No  Rights" 

Earlier,  HUD  Area  Director  Her- 
nandez had  refused  to  send  a 
representative  lo  a  meeting  of  Ihe 
tenants  or  to  explain  to  the  tenants 
what  their  rights  were,  "The 
lenanls  have  no  rights,"  said  Her- 
nandez in  refusing  Ihe  invitation, 
"We  are  running  a  properly  dis- 
position business  and  the  lenanls 
have  no  rights  under  it,"  Her- 
nandez was  reminded  of  the 
Federal  Housing  Law  and  programs 
which  declared  "the  right  of  every 
American  lo  a  decent  home"  and 
which  set  up  Ihe  program  that 
developed  the  Rutland  Street 
buildings  explicitly  for  low-  and 
moderate-income  families.  The 
Area  Director  responded  that  he 
was  only  carrying  out  national  HUD 
policy,  which  was  to  sell  foreclosed 
buildings  as  soon  as  they  were  in 
HUD's  hands. 

Tenants:  "We  will  not  be  moved" 

At  Ihe  December  13  confrontation 
at  Hernandez'  office,  tenant  Luis 
Palmarin  objected  to  Ihe  fact  that 
absolutely  no  notice  had  been  given 
to  the  tenants  that  HUD  now  owned 
the  buildings  and  planned  to  sell 
them.  Palmarin  slated  that  it  was 
unfair  for  HUD  to  do  this  without 
giving  Ihe  tenants  a  chance  lo  come 


up  with  their  own  plan.  Palmarin 
made  clear  the  basic  position  of  the 
lenanls;  "We  will  nol  be  moved,  un- 
der any  circumstances." 

The  lenanls  asked  lor  a  30-day 
moratorium  on  opening  bids.  They 
won  60. 

Tenants  Block  Entry  to  Real  Estate 
Agents 

The  tenants  were  corpect  in 
guessing  what  would  happen  if  bids 
were  opened.  During  the  week  in 
which  the  buildings  were  adver- 
tised HUD  received  several  bids  on 
the  four  projects,  some  in  Ihe  $70- 
80.000  range. 

Even  after  Ihe  meeling  with  Her- 
nandez. South  End  real  estate 
agents  were  still  showing  the 
buildings  to  prospective  buyers.  On 
Sunday.  December  15.  several 
tenants  blocked  entrance  lo  their 
homes  by  real  estate  agents  from 
local  offices  specializing  in  sales 
and  rentals  lo  upper  income  buyers 
moving  into  the  South  End. 

The  buildings  had  been  rehabbed 
aboul  five  years  ago  under  the  312 
Loan  Program.  All  but  three  of  the 
families  living  Ihere  are  on  low- 
income  subsidies  through  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority. 
Although  the  buildings  were  in  ex- 
cellent condition  and  the  tenants 
committed  to  maintaining  them, 
soaring  operating  costs  (and  a  possi- 
ble lack  of  committment  to  long 
term  maintenance  and  operation] 
in  Ihe  lasl  two  years  forced  the  non- 
profit owner,  Mass.  Housing,  to 
turn  the  buildings  over  to  HUD. 


Developer,  "Balanced  Committee' 

Lawsuit  Dropped,  Construction  Starts 


Sign  Deal  on  Concord  Homes 


The  Commiltee  of  Citizens  for  a 
Balanced  South  End  has  dropped 
its  lawsuit  against  Ihe  construction 
of  Concord  Homes  in  exchange  for 
an  agreement  with  Ihe  developer, 
Housing  Innovations,  to  reserve 
257r  of  Ihe  units  for  "market"  rate 
tenants.  The  market  units  are  to  be 
listed  with  three  real  estale  firms 
chosen  by  the  "Blanced"  committee 
who  will  receive  $200  for  each  of 
the  unils  rented. 

The  agreement  will  reduce  by  as 
much  as  40  the  number  of  middle- 
income  apartments  in  Ihe  building. 
The  new  "market"  rate  units  will 
rent  from  $275-$305  as  compared 
with  S178-210  for  the  moderate- 
income  units, 

The  agreement  will  have  no 
effect  on  the  number  of  low- 
income  ohlerly  and  family  units  or 
on  the  height  of  the  buildings. 

Original  Project 

The  Concord  Homes  project  has 
been  approved  by  the  Concord 
Square  Advisory  Group,  an  open 
neighborhood  committee,  and  by 
SEPAC.  Both  groups  had  worked 
wilh  Housing  Innovations  for  two 
years  on  the  design  of  Ihe  buildings, 
Over  the  two-year  period,  the  Ad- 
visior  Group  and  SEPAC  had  scaled 
down  an  early  proposed  height  of 
the  buildings  from  9  to  7  stories  and 
negotiated  a  different  rental  mix 
which  the  group  felt  better 
reflected  South  End  housing  needs. 
Half  of  the  units  were  to  be 
reserved  for  Ihe  elderly  poor  wilh 
the  subsidies  from  the  slate,  and  9 
of  the  181  lolal  units  were  to  be 
reserved  for  low-income  families. 

Dennis  Blacketl.  President  of 
Concord  Homes,  told  a  SEPAC 
meeling  in  January  that  he  was 
forced  to  negotiate  the  agreement 


"with  a  gun  to  his  head,"  since 
MHFA  would  not  approve  the 
mortgage  loan  and  investors  would 
nol  buy  a  share  of  Ihe  project  while 
there  was  a  pending  lawsuit.  The 
Concord  Square  Advisory  Group, 
which  had  worked  with  Housing  In- 
novations for  two  years  in  all 
phases  of  the  design  of  Concord 
Homes,  reluctantly  approved  the 
terms  of  the  agreement  lasl  fall  in 
order  lo  gel  Ihe  project  underway, 
according  to  Ed  Snow,  President, 

Housing  Innovations  also  agreed 
to  minor  architectural  changes 
proposed  by  the  plaintiffs,  such  as 
changing  the  angle  of  bay  windows 
and  the  type  of  elevator  to  be  used, 
subject  to  approval  by  the 
Massachusetts  Housing  Finance 
Agency  (MHFA), 

MHFA  is  Ihe  state  mortgage  in- 
surance agency  which  is  helping  lo 
finance  Concord  Homes.  Construc- 
tion has  been  underway  since  the 
suit  was  dropped  in  November. 
"Environmentar'  Lawsuit 

The  suit  had  been  brougtil  as  a 
class  action  against  HUD  last  spring 
on  behalf  of  "all  real  properly 
owners"  and  "persons  having  an  in- 
terest in  real  property  in  the  South 
End."  The  plaintiffs  included  David 
Parker,  Herbert  Zeller.  William 
Spurrell,  Florence  Williams,  Alice 
Hucksam  and  Virginia  Esken. 

The  plaintiffs  charged  that  HUD 
had  not  prepared  an  adequate  En- 
vironmental Impace  Statement  for 
Concord  Homes.  The  suit  also 
claimed  that  the  Concord  Homes 
project  "will  perpetuate  a  high  den- 
sity area  of  low-income  Blacks" 
which  the  plaintiffs  claimed  would 
be  a  negative  environmental  im- 
pact, causing  "irreparable  injury" 
to  South  End  property  owners. 


Concord  Homes  is  now  under  construction  at  705-743  Tremont  Street 


Balanced  Committee:  "3%  Blacks" 

According  to  William  H.  White, 
Director  of  the  MHFA  and  a  party 
to  Ihe  negotiations  which  led  to 
dropping  the  suit.  Parker  and  Zeller 
had  proposed  to  MHFA  that  the 
percentage  of  Blacks  in  Concord 
l-lomes  be  restricted  to  the  percen- 
tage of  Blacks  in  Massachusetts,  or 
3"//. 

About  40''/f  of  the  people  in  the 
South  End  are  Blacks. 

Lawsuit:  "Clearly  Racist" 

According  to  Michael  Ventresca. 
Director  of  the  Massachusetts 
Forest  and  Park  Association,  the 
"Balanced"  Committee's  lawsuit 
was  "clearly  racist"  and  a  misuse  of 
the  National  Environmental  Policy 
Act. 

The  Parks  Association  is  a 
leading  statewide  environmental 
group  in  Massachusetts. 

"Poor  people  and  Black  people 
have  a  righl  lo  decent  housing, 
which  Concord  Homes  will  help 
provide  ."  said  Ventresca.  Ven- 
tresca staled  that  the  environmen- 
tal movement  recognizes  that  the 


environment  is  more  important 
lhan  the  right  of  some  property 
owners  to  have  rising  real  estate 
values  resulting  from  segregated 
neighborhoods. 

At  two  meetings  in  January. 
SEPAC  members  and  community 
representatives  angrily  questioned 
the  agreement  and  the  process 
which  arrived  at  it.  Members 
charged  that  although  Parker  and 
Zeller  were  members  of  SEPAC 
and  potential  members  of  the  Ad- 
visory Group,  they  had  refused  to 
participate  in  open  democratic 
meetings  in  the  design  of  Concord 
Homes  and  had  chosen  to  negotiate 
"behind  the  community's  back." 
Some  members  charged  the  Com- 
mittee with  "hypocrisy"  in  that 
what  had  been  brought  as  an  "en- 
vironmental" suit  had  been 
dropped  for  reasons  that  had 
nothing  lo  do  wilh  the  environment 
or  even  with  the  number  of  low- 
income  units. 

SEPAC  also  received  a  letter  in 
January  from  Robert  Bennel  of  The 
Codman  Realty  Co.  who  said  thai 
"the  $200  flat  commission  would  in 
most  cases  be  higher  than  the  nor- 
mal rate." 


Methunion  Tenants  Hght  Sale 


HUD  Threatens  Mass  Evictions 


Methunion  tenanls  have  vowed 
to  fighl  the  planned  foreclosure  and 
sale  of  their  homes  bv  HUD  to  lux- 
urv  developers.  HUD  advertised 
the  project  for  sale  to  the  highest 
bidder  on  January  31-  Currently, 
the  S4.2  million  mortgage  at  Methu- 
nion has  been  assigned  to  HUD, 
which  has  the  option  of  selling  the 
development, 

"We  will  exhaust  every  effort 
open  to  us  in  order  to  remain  inour 
homes,"  stated  Mark  Manuel,  Co- 
Chairman  of  the  newly-formed 
Methunion  Tenants'  Council,  "We 
refuse  to  give  up  the  ship  under  any 
circumstances," 

Tenants  Delay  Sale 

A  mass  meeting  of  Methunion 
tenants  called  for  February  2,  and 
intervention  from  Cong.  Joe 
Moakley.  succeeded  in  getting  a 
delay  on  the  sale  of  Methunion  un- 
til March  31  to  give  the  tenants 
more  time  to  work  out  an  arrange- 
ment to  avoid  foreclosure  and  sale. 

Tenants,  SEPAC  Sue  HUD  to  Block 
Sale 

The  tenants  have  also  filed  suit  in 
Federal  District  Court  to  block  the 
foreclosure  and  sale  of  Methunion. 
At  the  tenants'  request,  SEPAC  has 
voted  unanimously  to  join  them  in 
this  law  suit.  A  hearing  on  a  Tem- 
porary Restraining  Order  against 
HUD  has  been  set  for  Thursday, 
March  27,  (Details  not  available  at 
press  time,] 
HUD  Policy 

HUD's  policy  is  to  work  out  a  new 
financial  arrangement  with  the 
owner  of  a  project  to  avoid  assign- 
ment or  foreclosure.  These 
arrangements  usually  involve  a 
rent  increase  for  the  tenants,  if  the 
mortgage  has  already  been 
assigned.  HUD's  bargaining  posi- 
tion with  the  owners  is  stronger, 
since  it  can  choose  to  sell  the  pro- 
ject, HUD's  policy,  which  may  be  il- 
legal, is  to  sell  the  project  to  the 
highest  bidder  if  it  does  not  find 
these  negotiations  satisfactory. 
This  would  wipe  out  the  existing 
mortgage  but  also  the  low-income 
subsidies  that  are  attached  to  it. 
According  to  HUD  policy,  the  new 
owner  could  charge  whatever  rents 
the  market  would  bear,  probably 
double  what  the  existing  tenants 
pay- 
Luxury  Developers 

The  HUD  area  office  has  already 
received  several  inquiries  from 
luxury  developers  who  want  to  buy 
Methunion.  Although  maintenance 
has  deteriorated  due  to  financial 
problems  and  general  inflation,  the 
buildings  are  believed  to  be  struc- 
turally sound.  The  location  of  the 
units  would  make  them  attractive  to 
luxury  developers. 

State  Rep.  Mel  King,  who  lives 
next  door  to  Methunion,  said, 
"Right  now.  people  look  at  Methu- 
nion and  say  it  is  a  poor  design  and 
whatever,  but  1  don't  believe  it.  All 
a  developer  would  do  is  come  in 
and  put  wall-to-wall  carpeting 
down  and  paint  the  interior  white 
and  he  could  get  top  rents. 
Construction-wise,  and  room-size, 
it  is  as  good  as  Prudential  or  Harbor 
Towers,  Given  its  location,  it  would 
be  scooped  up  in  a  minute." 


Tenants  Organize 

The  Tenants  Council  has  divided 
into  a  number  of  action  committees. 
The  two  most  active  are  its 
Political/Legal  Committee  and 
Financial/Management  Com- 
mittee, The  Committees  have  been 
meeting  for  two  months  with 
technical  assistance  provided  b\ 
several  outside  groups. 

Ai  a  second  general  Tenants 
Council  meeting  on  Sunday.  March 
15,  the  Committees  reported  back  to 
the  general  membership,  Mary 
Manuel  of  the  Legal  Political  Com- 
mittee reported  on  the  progress  of 
the  tenants'  lawsuit. 

The  tenants'  lawsuit,  filed  by  at- 
torneys from  the  Boston  Legal 
Assistance  Project  (BLAP)  and 
SEPAC.  charges  that  HUD  can  not 
sell  Methunion  in  a  way  that  would 
mean  increased  rents  for  moderate 
and  low-income  tenants,  or  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  number  of  these  units 
from  the  South  End  housing  stock 

the  suit  also  points  out  that  the 
tenants'  Constitutional  rights  to  live 
in  an  integrated  neighborhood  vyill 
be  violated  if  they  are  forced  out  of 
Methunion,  since  Black  and 
Spanish  tenants  in  particular  would 
have  to  move  to  segregated 
neighborhoods  outside  of  the  South 
End, 

A  recent  Federal  Court  decision 
in  Washington,  D,C,  stopped  HUD 
from  demolishing  a  similar 
development  which  it  could  not 
sell,  and  ordered  HUD  to  reinstate 
the  tenants  whom  it  had  evicted. 

HUD  Proposes  Rent  Increase 

At  the  March  15  meeting  of  the 
Financial  Management  Committee 
reported  that  a  Preliminary  Finan- 
cial Plan  had  been  worked  out  by 
the  Black  Housing  Task  Force.  The 
Black  Housing  Task  Force  is  a  com- 
mittee of  locally  based  minority 
developers,  managers  and  other 
housing  professionals.  The  task 
force  is  giving  advice  and  technical 
assistance  to  the  Methunion 
tenants. 

If  adopted,  this  Plan  would  mean 
a  $15  to  $20  monthly  rental  increase 
for  tenanls  and  a  turnover  of  vacant 
Methunion  apartments  to  market 
rate  tenants,  until  about  25'/.  of 
Methunion's  units  would  he  market 
rent. 

Since  low-income  tenanls  would 
presumably  be  protected  by  higher 
federal  subsidies,  the  burden  of  the 
rent  increase  would  fall  on 
moderate-income  tenants  and  on 
the  South  End  as  a  whole  by  even- 
tvally  reducing  the  overall  number 
of  moderate-income  units  in  Ihe 
community. 

In  exchange,  HUD  would  agree  to 
increase  Methunion's  mortgage 
by  $800,000  to  pay  for  needed 
repairs,  HUD  would  also  "forgive" 
(deferring  for  about  35  years]  half 
the  overall  $5  million  mortgage  for 
Methunion. 

Since  about  one-half  the  current 
rents  at  Methunion  go  to  pay  off  the 
HUD  mortgage,  the  HUD  plan 
would  reduce  some  of  the  upward 
pressure  on  rents  at  Methunion, 
although  it  would  still  mean  a  rent 
increase  for  tenanls.  It  is  not  clear 
whether  this  arrangeme..'  would 
protect  tenants  from  further  rent  in- 


Tenants'  Council  Co-  ChairmanMark  Manuel  addresses  officials 


:rpases  due  to  additional  inflation 
in  operating  costs  such  as  heal  and 
(,'lectric  bills. 
HUD  Alternatives 

A  recent  HUD  position  paper  has 
revealed  that  HUD  will  consider 
"forgiving"  up  to  75 '/i  of  the 
mortgages  of  financially  troubled 

irojects.  Some  South  End  tenants 
h.we  pointed  out  that  HUD  is 
responsible  for  the  inflated  cost  of 
these  mortgages  in  Ihe  first  place 
and  for  ihe  overall  FHA  program, 
and  should  therefore  assume  the 

[u/(  cost  of  the  mortgage.  This 
would  free  up  $70-80  a  month  out  of 
each  Methunion  tenant's  monthly 
rent  to  cover  operating  deficits, 
make  repairs  and  meet  rising  costs, 
possibly  without  a  rent  increase. 


Mayor's  Position 

At  the  March  15  meeting,  Andy 
Olins  of  the  Boston  Mayor's  Office 
stated  that  Ihe  City  will  do 
"everything  in  its  power"  to  pre- 
vent foreclosure  and  sale  of  Methu- 
nion. Olins  said  that  all  of  Boston's 
"Section  R"  subsidy  allocation  will 
be  assigned  lo  financially-troubled 
developments  if  necessary.  (Sec,  8 
is  a  new  federal  subsidy  program 
for  lower-income  people  ! 

However,  on  March  15  Olins  said 
that  Ihe  City  has  "not  yel  decided'* 
on  whether  to  join  Ihe  tenants'  law- 
suit against  HUD,  The  Mayor  had 
been  asked  to  join  the  suit  by  South 
End  representatives  over  a  month 
ago.  Attorneys  working  on  the  case 
believe  that  Ihe  Mayor's  interven- 
tion would  l...lp  the  tenants'  case. 


Tenants  Plan  Training  Sessions 


South  End  Tenants  Unite,  Form 
Coalition 

Tenants  from  several  financially 
troubled  FHA  developments 
around  the  South  End  have  begun  a 
South  End-wide  Coalition  to  fight 
rent  increases,  evictions  and  had 
conditions  related  to  HUD's  finan- 
cial crisis.  Tenants  from  Methu- 
nion, ROXSE,  Grant  Manor,  Castle 
Square,  Camfield  Gardens,  and 
other  Soulh  End  developments 
have  joined  Ihe  effort.  The  tenants 
have  received  technical  suppori 
from  SEPAC,  the  Boston  Communi- 
ty School,  and  the  Tenanls  First 
Coalition,  a  stale-wide  coalition  of 
FHA  tenants. 

Th«  tenants  have  already  mel 
with  Cong,  joe  Moakley  and 
presented  a  position  paper  propos- 
ing legislation  which  would  mean: 

1.  HUD  taking  over  the  full  costs 
of  mortgages  in  financially  troubled 
projects; 

2.  Making  it  clearly  illegal  for 
HUD  to  sell  FHA  housing  in  urban 
renewal  areas; 

3.  Making  it  clear  thai  stale  and 
local  rent  control  covers  federally 
subsidized  housing; 

4.  Implementing  and  extending 
.operating  Federal  subsidies  lo 
;financially  troubled  projects. 

Tenants  Plan  Training  Sessions 

The  South  End  Tenants  Coalition 
has  also  planned  a  series  of 
workshops  for  South  End  tenanls 
who  want  to  learn  about  the  crisis 
in  FHA  housing  and  what  tenants 
can  do  about  it.  The  workshops  are; 


April  1  -  Organizing  FHA  Tenant 
Unions. 

How  do  we  go  about  organizing: 
what  are  the  experiences  in  FHA 
developments  in  other  com- 
munities? 

April  8-     What  is  FHA  Housing? 

The  221d3  and  236  programs  and 
how  they  work;  Ihe  role  of  HUD, 
Ihe  banks,  and  the  developers, 
What  about  tenants'  rights  and  rent 
control? 

April  15-The  Crisis  in  FHA  Housing, 

Is  I  his  urban  renewal  all  over 
again?  What  do  FHA  tenants  do 
about  possible  rent  increases 
foreclosures,  resale  and  evictions? 
The  sessions  will  be  conducted  by 
Emily  Achtenberg  and  by  people 
Ironi  the  Tenants  First  Coalition,  a 
coalition  of  FHA  Tenant  unions 
Emily  is  on  the  teaching  staff  of  the 
Boston  Community  School  and  is  a 
specialist  in  housing  research  for 
Urban  Planning  Aid.  She  has  co- 
authored  books  on  FHA  housing, 
tenants  rights,  and  rent  control  and 
has  been  active  in  helping  tenanls 
groups  organize. 

Place:  "United  South  End 
Settlements,  48  Rutland  Street 

Time:  7:15  lo  a;15 

Co-sponsored  by: 

Soulh  End  FHA  Tenants 

Coalition 
SEPAC 

Tenants  Firs!  Coalition 
Boston  Communi  ty  School 

For  more  information  and  lo  sign  up 

for  the  course  call  SEPAC,  262-4318 


Redesigning  Tremont  St.  and 
Columbus  Ave. 


Community 
to  Decide 

by  Ellen  Gordon  ,  SECOT 

The  week  of  February  lOlh  marked  the  begin- 
ning of  community-wide  participation  in  the 
redesign  of  Columbus  Avenue  and  Tremont 
Street  in  the  South  End.  Responding  to  a 
community-sponsored  transportation  plan,  the 
BRA  has  hired  a  team  of  consultants  from  C.E, 
Maguire  anil  Childs  Bertman  Tseckares  to  com- 
plcli'  the  drsiuii  di.iwings  anrl  coordinate  com- 
muiiih  p.ulii  i|MliiM-i,  The  i  nnsultanis  attended 
scvri  il  nri);hlii)i  hiMiil  ,i.ssiii:ia lion  meetings  last 
uiTk  ,inil  Im'IJ  .1  iinl)li(:  information  meeting  at 
111,.  I  iiiiiin  Mrlhodisl  Church  on  February  t2th. 
A  Siiulli  I-:ihI  ii'MiliMil,  C[.(il  Briiwn,  has  been 
hiii'fl  li\  I  iiiisiilLiMls  In  ilii  dclailrd  i  i i b ji  m a t i OU 
galhriiu,!.'  .iiul  i..nuiiunil>  liaison  along  Colum- 
bus .\\  ruu(.  anil  Tremont  Slreel- 

rhc  ih'siijn  —  which  includes  narrowed 
roaduaxs  ,ind  widened  sidewalks  along  both 
streets  ~-  will  focus  on  improving  the  streets'  en- 
vironments for  those  who  live  and  work  on  them. 
Actual  construction  —  to  be  funded  under  the 
Federal  Urban  Systems  program  —  can  begin  in 
1976.  Prior  to  construction,  the  BRA  will  replace 
sewers,  drains  and  water  lines  along  both 
streets. 


Design  Choices 

These  are  Ihe  decisions  the  community  needs 
lo  make  with  city,  state  and  federal  agencies: 

»  whether  there  should  be  a  median  along  Tre- 
mont Street  or  a  wider  sidewalk; 

»  location  and  design  of  seating: 

*  location  and  design  of  lighting; 

"  location  and  design  of  street  signs; 

«  type  of  sidewalk  pavement  material: 

»  location  of  traffic  signal  lights: 

®  location  and  design  of  other  street  furniture, 
such  as  trash  containers,  phone  booths,  bicycle 
racks,  etc. 


PUBLICIVIEETING 

TIME:  Wednesday,  April  9,  7:30  p.m. 
PLACE:  Mackey  School 
AGENDA: 

—  Progress  Report  on  the  design  of  Columbus 
and  Tremont  reconstruction 

— Decision  for  a  median  or  no  median  will 
probably  be  made  at  this  meeting 

SPONSORED  BY: 

—  SECOT  (South  End  Committee  on  Transporta- 
tion 

—  SEPAC  (South  End  Project  Area  Committee) 

—  CRT  (Childs,  Bertman,  and  Tsackares, 
designers) 


COLUMBUS  AVE.  RECONSTRUCTED 


IS  = 


  — ^  w  j| 


TREMONT  ST.  WITH  MEDIAN 


„,  15  -.-.w-.       —  r,"       -   -         —  ■■X^---*  ■  — 


TREMONT  ST.,  NO  MEDIAN 


Aims  of  Reconstruction 


»  revitalize  and  improve  the  environment  of  the 
street,  primarily  to  strengthen  its  character  as  a 
place  to  live: 

»  improve  living  conditions  for  the  street  and  to 
decrease  the  noise,  air  pollution,  congestion  and 
safety  hazards  that  come  from  excess  traffic: 

»  improve  the  ease  of  movement  by  segregation 
and  definition  of  motor  vehicles,  pedestrian,  and 
bicycle  traffic  flows: 


«  develop  an  ease  of  understanding  the  street: 
«  maintain  and  improve  public  transportation; 

»  improve  the  pedestrian  environment  through 
wider  sidewalks,  trees,  other  plantings,  street 
furniture,  bus  shelters,  signing,  signals,  and 
lighting; 

«  provide  reasonable  parking  for  residents  and 
short  term  parking  for  businesses  while  ex- 
cluding spillover  parking  from  adjacent  areas; 

»  improve  the  street  services  and  maintenance 
such  as  plowing,  sweeping,  and  trash  collection. 
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SEPAC  Wins  Million 

in  3%  Loans  for  Homeowners 


But  BRA  Gives  $    Million  t  Absentees 


Up  to  $2  in  low-interest,  federal 
•'312"  loans  has  been  finally 
released  for  70  homeowner 
applicanis  in  the  South  End. 

The  federal  Department  of  Hous- 
ing and  Urban  Development  made 
the  commitment  after  a  dozen 
angry  Soulh  Enci  lenanls. 
homeowners  and  SEPAC  represen- 
tatives personally  visited  the  HUD 
Regional  Office  on  March  4.  The  ac- 
tion climaxed  a  five-month  effort 
by  SEPAC  and  South  End  sup- 
porters lo  obtain  funds  for 
homeowner  needs. 

An  additional  $1-2  million  may 
be  available  for  the  South  End  after 
the  first  of  April,  according  to  HUD 
officials.  This  decision  will  depend 
on  how  much  money  the  Regional 
Office  has  to  distribute  and  on  the 
BRA's  performance  in  granting  the 
loans. 

'I'ht.'  homeowner  apfilicanls  in- 
(  liidr  17  families  of  Creek  exlrac- 
tinn  nn  Union  Park,  who  want  lo  re- 
main in  Iheir  homes,  and  in 
f.imilies  who  have  been  lenlatively 
named  homeowner  "developers"  of 
abandoned  buildings  owned  by  the 
BRA. 

The  312  loan  program  was 
drsi.L'ned  primarily  to  help  low  and 
mmierate-income  hom(;owner.s 
bring  their  buildings  up  lo  building 
code  standards  in  Urban  Renewal 
areas.  If  properly  used,  the  program 
can  help  people  hold  onto  their 
homes  who  otherwise  would  be 
forcerl  mil  of  the  community  by 
niarki-'l  and  fjly  agcniiy  pressures 
and  the  rt'liis.il  In'  bunks  lo  giant 
ihem  loans.  II  can  .dst)  be  useil  lo 
help  moderate  and  low-income 
families  move  o\il  of  subsidized  and 
public  housing  and  become 
homeowners. 

Absentee  Owners  Get  Scarce  312 
Funds 

Meanwhile,  Ihe  BRA  has 
processed  over  Sl/2  million  in 
scarce  312  funds  for  absentee 
owners  it  recruited  last  sprin^^  in 
place  of  an  "outreach"  lunj^ram  lo 
recruil  homeowner  appticinls, 

HUD  has  made  it  clear  lhal  pari 
of  the  dela>'  in  releasing  funds  has 
been  ihe  BRA's  poor  performance 
in  processing  loans  "as  Congress 
originally  intended,'"  according  lo 
Frank  Del  Vecchio.  HUD  Regional 
Official. 

The  absentee  owners  had  been 
sent  binding  letters  of  commitmeni 
by  the  BRA  last  June,  months 
before  the  BRA  admitted  this  in 
response  to  SEPAC  inquiries. 

HUD  has  told  ihe  BRA  that  top 
priority  in  the  curreni  processing 
should  go  to  low  and  moderate- 
income  homeowners,  next  priority 
on  other  homeowners,  and  last 
priority  to  absentee  developers. 

HUD  will  make  its  decision  on 
more  312  money  for  the  South  End 
after  April  1  depending  on  whether 
Ihe  BRA  follows  Ihese  priorities  in 
processing  current  applications  for 
the  money  which  SEPAC  has  freed. 

In  addition  to  the  70  applications 
currently  being  processed  by  the 


BRA.  52  applications  totalling  S3.1 
million  had  been  filed  last  spring. 
These  applicants  received  a  com- 
mitmeni of  funds  on  June  30,  1974, 
Al  that  lime,  the  BRA  committed  a 
large  portion  of  the  money  to  non- 
owner  occupant  applicants. 

Many  of  these  52  applications 
have  been  withdrawn.  HUD's  re- 
cent decision  was  lo  reassign  Ihe 
money  that  had  been  reserved  for 
these  applicants  to  Ihe  current 
applicanis  in  Ihe  South  End,  rather 
than  reclaiming  it  and  assigning  it 
elsewhere  in  New  England. 

No  Homeowner  Outreach 

SEPAC  research  last  fall  dug  up 
Ihe  fad  lhat  the  BRA  was  process- 
ing absentee  owner  applications  for 
20  buildings  ahead  of  homeowners 
on  its  wailing  list.  The  BRA  had 
condncled  no  meaningful  outreach 
program  for  middle,  moderate  and 
Inw-income  homeowners. 

The  BRA  admitted  last  fall  lhal 
Ihe  sum  lolal  of  its  outreach  effort 
hail  l)een  lo  place  short  legal 
notices  in  7'he  Boston  Giobe.  Bay 
Slule  hax\ne.v.  and  a  notice  in  the 
SEPAC  Newsletter.  Later,  the  BRA 
said  lhal  phone  calk  were  made  to 
h  o  m  e  0  v\'  n  e  r  s  and  "investor" 
owners  of  buildings  listed  by  Ihe 
BR/\  as  nol  up  lo  code  standards. 

SEPAC  Takes  Action 

SEPAC  publicized  these  facts  last 
November  in  a  news  conference 
and  criticized  Ihe  BRA  for  its  lack 
of  an  outreach  program.  SEPAC 
iirgofMhiit  312  money  reserved  for 
absen lee  owners  be  freed  for 
the  many  homeowners  on  Ihe 
BRA's  wailing  list.  The  organization 
had  voted  unanimously  in 
September  lhal  no  312  loans  should 
be  granted  lo  non-homeowner 
applicants. 

After  Ihe  SEPAC  news  con- 
ference. BRA  Director  Kenney 
urged  support  of  SEPAC's  goals  and 
staled  a  willingness  to  give  priority 
lo  homeowners  over  speculators. 

Absentee  Owners 

However,  ihe  BRA  has  recently 
approved  over  $375,000  lo  one 
applicant  who  had  received  finding 
commitment  letters  from  the  BRA 
lasi  ]une.  Last  spring  Ray  Listen, 
owner  of  six  lodging  houses  on 
Applelon  St.  and  Warren  Ave.  was 
invited  by  the  BRA  to  apply  for  Ihe 
money  lo  rehabilitate  them  into 
apartments.  Twenty-five  per  cent  of 
the  apartment  units  will  be 
reserved  for  low-income  tenants, 
according  lo  Listen.  Despite  a 
pledge  to  do  so  al  a  SEPAC  meeting 
in  early  February.  Listen  did  not 
apply  for  possible  alternate  funding 
opportunities  such  as  the  Massa- 
chusetts Housing  and  Finance 
Agency,  a  stale  agency  which 
makes  low-interest  loans  to 
developers  and  also  has  a  257.  low- 
income  requirement.  SEPAC  had 
opposed  Listen's  receiving  312 
money  rather  than  reassigning  the 
funds  lo  all  owner  applicants,  when 
alternate  financing  may  have  been 
available. 


Greek  Residents  on  Union  Park  streel  will  now  get  funds  lo  slay  in  their  community. 
(Pictured,  front  row.  left  lo  right:  Helen  Aberidis;  Gladys  DeCosta;  Claire  Creelman  .  Back 
Row:  John  Aberidis.  Johin  DeCosla.]  ^^^^^^^^ 

Former  BRA  Employee  Gets  Loans     BRA  Record:  "Poor" 


The  BRA  has  also  reportedly 
processed  312  applications  for  two 
South  End  buildings  absentee- 
owned  by  Keith  Gordon.  Like 
Listen.  Gordon  received  a  binding 
commitment  letter  from  the  BRA  on 
]une  30  without  public  knowledge. 

Until  recently,  Gordon  was 
employed  by  the  BRA  South  End 
Site  Office  as  a  Rehab  Finance  Ex- 
pert. In  this  job,  he  would  have  had 
access  to  BRA  information  regar- 
ding the  feasibility  of  rehabiliation 
of  many  South  End  buildings  which 
he  now  owns. 

Although  Gordon  was  apparently 
asked  by  BRA  staff  to  apply  for  the 
loans,  BRA  Director  Kenney  had 
opposed  final  approval  on  the 
grounds  that  this  would  be  a  clear 
violation  of  the  BRA's  Conflict-of- 
interest  Code. 

Gordon  has  applied  for  ad- 
ditional 312  loans  for  over  50  units 
he  or  his  family  owns  in  the  South 
End.  The  BRA  has  nol  as  yet  com- 
mitted funds  for  these  buildings. 


BRA  Ignored  HUD  Guidelines 

The  investor  applications  were 
recruited  by  BRA  staff  despite  a 
letter  lo  the'  BRA  from  the  HUD 
Area  Office  last  April  specifying 
that  the  funds  could  only  be  used 
for  low  and  moderate-income 
homeowner  applicants.  In  addition, 
four  of  the  six  Liston-owned 
buildings  were  listed  by  the  BRA 
Site  Office  as  up  to  code  standards 
in  May,  1972  when  Mr.  Lislon 
bought  them, 

It  is  illegal  for  312  loans  to  be 
given  for  buildings  that  are  up  to 
Code  standards,  although  these 
buildings  may  have  deteriorated 
since  the  1972  BRA  survey. 


At  the  March  4  meeting  with 
HUD  Regional  Officials,  Mike 
Lerner,  SEPAC  Staff  Coordinator, 
said  that:  "The  BRA's  track  record 
on  processing  loan  applications  for 
residents  is  incredibly  poor.  The 
BRA  personally  telephoned  South 
End  investors  to  inform  Ihem  that 
Federal  funds  were  available  and 
made  little  or  no  attempt  to  inform 
low  or  moderate  income 
homeowners." 

In  the  late  60's,  before  the  recent 
inflation,  fully  one-third  of  the 
South  End's  312  loan  money  went  to 
individuals  with  incomes  over  $30,- 
000,  when  the  South  End  median  in- 
come was  below  $6,000.  The 
average  312  loan  recipient  earned 
more  than  $16,000  during  this 
period. 

HUD  Shares  Blame 

The  BRA  does  not  share  all  the 
blame  for  this  state  of  affairs.  HUD 
is  also  responsible  for  monitoring 
the  administration  of  the  program. 

In  the  past  five  months,  although 
BRA  Director  Kenney  has  indicated 
a  change  in  BRA  priorities  regar- 
ding current  and  future  312 
applica lions.  SEPAC  represen- 
tatives and  allied  homeowners  had 
difficulty  in  gelling  cooperation 
from  HUD,  particularly  its  Area  Of- 
fice. It  took  a  new  conference,  cor- 
respondence and  several  meetings 
before  HUD  freed  the  money  for 
the  BRA's  waiting  list.  This  process 
climaxed  with  the  delegation  to  the 
HUD  Regional  Office  on  March  4. 
"On  two  occasions,  we  were  told  a 
number  of  things  by  the  HUD  Area 
Office  which  helped  our  case,  only 
to  have  them  completely  back  down 
on  their  commitments  later,"  stated 
Michael  Kane,  SEPAC  Ad- 
ministrator. 
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What  Is 
SEPAC? 

The  South  End  Project  Area  Com- 
mittee (SEPAC)  is  the  officially- 
elected  community  advocate  and 
watchdog  over  housing,  urban 
renewal,  and  capital  improvement 
matters  in  the  South  End. 

SEPAC  is  officially  recognized  by 
the  City  of  Boston,  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority,  and  the 
federal  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  for  the  pur- 
pose of  monitoring  urban  renewal 
within  the  South  End. 

Among  other  "powers,"  SEPAC 
has  a  recognized  veto  over  demoli- 
tion and  naming  developers  on 
City-owned  land. 

What  Does  SEPAC  Do? 
In  recent  monlhs.  SEPAC  has 
published  a  report  on  FHA  housing 
for  the  South  End  community, 
joined  Methunion  tenants  in  their 
lawsuit  against  HUD.  helped  slop 
evictions  and  secure  312  loans  for 
the  Greek  community  on  Union 
Parl<  Street,  and  won  additional 
low-interest  homeowner  loans  from 
the  federal  government. 

SEPAC  has  also  helped  win  $20 
million  in  City  improvements  from 
the  City  Council  and  assisted 
neighborhood  residents  in  review- 
ing plans  for  a  high-rise  luxury 
apartments  on  the  former  site  of 
Tenl^Cily.  SEPAC's  Special  Housing 
Committee  has  compiled  a  draft 
report  which  is  the  most  detailed 
and  informative  study  ever  con- 
ducted of  South  End  housing  needs 
with  recommendations  for  com- 
munity action. 
What  Will  The  Next  SEPAC  Do? 
In  the  next  two  years,  SEPAC 
members  will  decide  on  how  the 
BRA  priorities  should  be  set  re- 
gardisg  millions  of  dollars  in  public 
funds  for  housing  and  capital  im- 
provements. SEPAC  will  be  faced 
with  the  problems  FHA  tenants  in 
their  struggles  against  rent  in- 
creases, evictions  and  bad  housing 
conditions.  SEPAC  will  also  ex- 
amine the  prospects  for  low- 
interest  funds  for  home  improve- 
ment loans  for  homeowners  and 
may  propose  new  strategies  for 
assisting  homeowners  and  tenants 
with  resources  from  the  City,  State 
and  Federal  Government. 

In  short,  the  next  SEPAC  will 
deal  with  issues  of  crucial  impor- 
tance to  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
South     End     tenants  and 
homeowners.  Residents  who  want 
to  help  shape  the  decisions  that  can 
affect  their  lives  should  consider 
making  a  commitment  to  get  in- 
volved in  the  SEPAC  elections. 
Information  Sessions 
Information  sessions  will  be  con- 
fCon'd.  p.  12)  


Committee  Seeks  Community  Views 

SEPAC  Drafts  Housing  Policy 


This  Special  Edilion  of  the 
SEPAC  Newsleller  features  a  sum- 
mary of  the  SEPAC  Special  Housing 
Committee's  draft  report  and  some 
recommendations  on  the  subject  of 
a  future  housing  policy  for  the  S.E. 
The  intent  is  to  point  out  the  issues. 

Also  included  are  a  number  of 
reactions  written  hy  people  in  the 
community  who  were  chosen  to 
present  varying  points  of  view  on 
these  issues.  The  mandate  of  the 
Special  Committee  includes  the 
responsibility  to  hear  and  report  on 
these  points  of  view. 

Individuals  and  groups  in  the  S.E. 
are  encouraged  to  participate  in 
and  affect  the  findings  and 
recommendations  contained  in  the 
Special  Committee's  final  report, 
now  in  the  process  of  preparation. 
Special  Housing  Committee 

The  SEPAC  Special  Housing 
Commillee  was  set  up  a  year  ago  by 
the  SEPAC  with  the  encouragement 
of  the  Mayor  and  the  B.R.A.  The 
Special  Comniiltee  was  lo  review  a 
report  on  housing  in  the  South  End 
prepared  by  the  B.R.A.  and  to 
develop  a  community  based  assess- 
ment of  the  South  End's  housing 


issues  and  problems.  The  Special 
Committee  was  to  gather  all  the  in- 
formation it  could  find  and  report 
back  its  findings  and  recommen- 
dations lo  the  Mayor.  B.R.A..  and 
the  South  End  Community. 
Committee  Members 

Ekn  en  members  were  chosen  bv 
the  SEPAC  for  the  Special  Com'- 
mitlee  in  an  iittnm[il  to  represent 
\'arinus  piiinls  fif  existing  in 

the  South  End  on  (he  housing  issue. 
With  the  agreement  that  minority 
opinions  would  be  respected,  and 
minorit\'  conclusions  and 
recommendations  would  be  in- 
cluded in  the  final  report,  the  Com- 
mittee was  created.  The  SEPAC 
hired  the  Citizens  Housing  &  Plan- 
ning Association  of  Greater  Boston 
lo  provide  staff  assistance  lo  the 
Special  Committee,  consisting  of: 

Joshua  Young,  Chairman,  South 
End  Citizens  Assoc.; 

George  Adams,  Ad  Hoc  Com- 
mittee for  South  Enders: 

Kathleen  Crampton,  South  End 
Citizen  Assoc.: 

Luz  Cuadrado.  Spanish  com- 
munity: 

Harry  Dow.  Chinese  community: 


Roberta  Ewing.  SEPAC  Fact- 
Finding  Committee; 

Clark  Frazier.  SEPAC  Facl- 
Finding  Committee; 

Ena  Harris.  Black  community: 

David  Parker.  Citizens  Com- 
mittee for  a  Balanced  South  End; 

Herbert  Zeller.  Citizens  Com- 
mittee for  a  Balanced  South  End; 

Doug  Zook.  Ad  Hoc  Committee, 
Public  Hearings 

Thu  process  began  with  a  series 
i)[  cloven  hearings  held  during  the 
summer  at  which  public  officials, 
comnuinily  groups,  banks,  jMiblic 
interest  grou[)s,  non  profit  it  private 
developers,  human  service 
organizations,  politicians  and 
residents  testified  on  various  topics 
related  to  housing  in  the  South  End. 

In  the  fall  and  winter  the  Special 
Committee  divided  into  subcom- 
mittees to  work  on  the  problems  of: 
Supply  &  Demand.  Cuadrado. 
Zelles  &  , Crampton;  Banking. 
Frazier,  Adams:  Housing 
Resources.  Dow.  Zook:  Private 
Developers,  Ewing.  Harris;  Public 
Improvements,  Parker.  Young,  At 
the  same  time  research  began  into 
fCon'd.  p.  12J 


SEPAC  Elections- July  15 


Who  Can  Run? 

All  residents  of  the  SEPAC 
AREA  who  were  at  least  17  years  of 
age  on  January  1,  1975  are  eligible 
to  vote  in  the  election,  provided 
their  names  appear  on  the  1975 
Police  Lists  or  the  1974  Voting  Lists. 
All  residents  of  the  SEPAC  AREA 
who  were  not  Police  Listed  or 
Registered  Voters  or  who  moved 
into  the  area  after  January  1,  1975 
may  prove  their  eligibility  and  be 
able  to  vote  by  exhibiting 
reasonable  proof  on  Election  Day. 

Sepac  has  voted  to  set  up  an  im- 
partial non-candidate  Elections 
Committee,  including  non-SEPAC 
members,  (o  establish  criteria  and 
standards  for  proof  of  residency 
and  to  assist  the  City  Election 
Department  in  conducting  fair,  im- 
partial, and  thorough  elections. 
Standards  for  proof  of  residency 
will  be  published  in  the  Elec- 
tions/Issue of  the  SEPAC 
Newsletter. 

If  you  would  like  further  infor- 
mation, please  call  the  SEPAC  Of- 
fice at  262-4318,  or  drop  by  374 
Columbus  Avenue. 

Who  Runs 
the  Elections? 

The  SEPAC  Elections  are  con- 


ducted by  the  City  of  Boston  Elec- 
tion Department.  Polling  locations 
will  be  published  in  the  Elections 
Issue  of  the  SEPAC  Newsletter. 

SEPAC  Members 

SEPAC  members  are  elected 
every  two  years  from  15 
neighborhood  districts  (two 
representatives  from  each,  see  map 
on  p.  12,  for  district  boundaries.) 
There  are  also  9  members  elected 
at-large  from  the  entire  South  End 
Urban  Renewal  Area. 
District  Representatives 

Papers  tor  district  candidates 
must  be  signed  by  25  persons  eligi- 
ble lo  vote  in  the  district  involved. 

Each  eligible  voter  for  the  SEPAC 
Election  will  be  permitted  to  sign 
nomination  papers  for  2  district 
candidates. 

To  be  eligible  for  election  as  a 
member  from  A  particular  district, 
the  candidate  should  himself  be 
eligible  to  vote  in  that  district. 
At-Large  Representatives 

Papers  for  at-large  candidates 
must  be  signed  by  50  persons  eligi- 
ble lo  vote  in  the  South  End. 

Each  eligible  voter  in  the  South 
End  will  be  permitted  to  sign 
nomination  papers  for9  AT-LARGE 
candidates. 


Calendar  for 
SEPAC  Elections 

Tuesday,  May  27  —  Nomination 
papers  to  be  distributed  from  South 
End  Little  City  Hall,  in  the  Franklin 
Square  House  at  the  corner  of 
Shawmut  and  Washington. 

Thursday,  June  12  —  5:00  p.m. 
deadline  for  filing  nomination 
papers  at  South  End  Little  City  Hall 
or  City  Election  Department,  Room 
241,  City  Hall. 

Thursday,  June  19  —  5:00  p.m. 
Certification  of  Nomination  papers 
to  be  completed. 

Early  July  —  Special  issue  of 
SEPAC  Newsletter  published  with 
photos  &  platforms  of  candidates, 
polling  places,  district  maps,  etc. 

JULY  15  —  SEPAC  ELECTIONS 
Prospective  candidates  may  bring 
a  photograph  or  be  photographed  at 
the  Little  City  Hall  when  nomina- 
tion papers  are  turned  in.  Can- 
didates should  bring  a  brief  (250 
word)  description  of  their  position 
on  neighborhood  and  South  End 


INSIDE:       'Map  of  SEPAC  Election  Districts  (p.  12) 

•Special  Report:  Digest  of  Draft  Housing  Report  and  Recommendations  (pp.6-11) 

•Community  Comments:  -Mel  King  (p.  4)  -Bob  Bennett  and  Richard  HaH  (p.  2) 

-Mark  Manuel  (p.  3)     -Newell  Cook  (p.  1 1)  -Edeithe  Yearwood  (p.  5) 

Henry  Wood  (p.  3)      -Balancad  Committse  (p.  2)    -Marto  ClaveH  (p.  4) 


-Al  Boer  (p.  5) 
-Robert  Kenney  (p.  12) 
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Commentary 

Citizens  Committee  for  a 
Balanced  South  End 

 '   sidized   housing.   The  immediate 

Spokemen  for  the  Balanced  Com-    prospects  are  that  the  percentage  of 
mitle  were  not  willing  to  identify 
the  author(s)  of  this  article  or  to  be 
photographed  for  the  Newsletter. 


Residents  of  the  South  End  are 
confronted  with  yet  another 
attempt  by  the  SEPAC  to  subvert 
the  goal  of  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan 
"to  provide  an  economically,  social- 
ly and  racially  integrated  com- 
munity." This  important  objective 
is  under  serious  attack  in  the 
SEPAC  "draft"  Housing  Report 
which  seeks  a  further  unlimited  in- 
fusion of  subsidized  housing  into 
this  community. 

Over  a  year  ago  the  Committee  of 
Citizens  for  a  Balanced  South  End 
brought  to  the  community's  atten- 
tion the  fact  that  the  goal  of  the  Ur- 
ban Renewal  Plan  of  3100  units  of 
subsidized  housing  had  been  ex- 
ceeded by  over  1000  units,  and  thai 
plans  were  underway  to  build 
several  hundred  more  units.  At  the 
same  lime,  SEPAC  in  its  Nevvs/pffer 
has  consistently  been  highly  rrilical 
of  responsible  private  development 
in  the  area  saying  that  it  is  "forcing 
people  out"  rather  than  en- 
couraging it  as  an  integral  part  of 
the  renewal  process. 

The  fact  that  40-45'/,  of  the  hous- 
ing stock  is  under  a  subsidy 
program,  that  more  than  twice  as 
many  new  subsidized  housing  unil.s 
have  been  created  as  were  families 
on  the  BRA  relocation  list,  .ind  thai 
substantial  numbers  of  mm-Soutb 
Enders  ,ire  living  in  the  new  sub- 


subsidized  units  will  go  over  50"/. 
far  more  than  any  other 
neighborhood  in  the  City,  creating  a 
serious  imbalance  in  the  South  End 
housing  stock. 

The  SEPAC,  which  has  been 
taken  over  by  people  affiliated 
with,  and  on  the  payroll  of.  sub- 
sidized bousing  developers,  by 
social  workers  servicing  subsidized 
housing  residents,  and  by  political- 
ly oriented  tenant  groups  within 
subsidized  housing  projects,  has 
taken  the  position  that  the  South 
End  was  not  intended  to  develop  as 
a  mixed  income  community.  To 
further  this  very  narrow  view,  the 
SEPAC  "draft"  Housing  Report 
attempts  to  legitimize  the  continued 
impactmeni  of  the  South  End  with 
exclusively  subsidized  housing. 

The  Committee  of  Citizens  for  a 
Balanced  South  End  fi-nds  the 
following  general  areas  of  the 
Report  of  serious  c(mcern: 

1 ,  The  Report  emphasizes  that  the 
Urban  Renewal  Plan  was  intended 
!o  serve  only  the  needs  nf  the 
generally  low  income  population. 
While  allowing  for  the  possibility  of 
mixed  income  develnpmenls.  it 
cl.iims  that  over  3000  a(/(/ifinnai  low 
income  subsidized  housing  units 
are  needed.  II  argues  Ihal  Ihere  is 
an  "excess  of  mod  era  It?  income 
housing  units"  and  "a  s/gnifjcan( 
excess  of  markel  rale  housing  un- 
ils"  (!xisling  today. 

2.  The  Report  dismisses  the  ef- 
forts of  private  rehaliililalion  and 


owner-occupancy  as  part  of  a 
speculative  process  dedicated  to 
"driving  low  income  people  out  of 
the  area." 

3.  The  Report  rejects  the  fun- 
damental concepts  of  the  1965 
South  End  Urban  Renewal  Plan 
and  represents  itself  as  the  new 
basis  for  future  development,  a 
basis  founded  on  a  very  narrow 
socio-political  ideology,  in  li?u  of  a 
thoughtful  and  coordinated  plan- 
ning process  leading  to  the 
longterm  viability  and  stability  of 
the  area. 

4.  In  attempting  to  support  its 
view  the  Report  takes  gross  and  un- 
warrented  li''erties  with  census 
data;  makes  outlandish  and  ex- 
aggerated claims  about  housing 
loss,  displacement  and  relocation 
problems;  ignores  relevant  racial 
and  ethnic  population  changes 
fostered  by  urban  renewal;  high- 
handedly and  unfairly  categorizes 
the  needs  and  aspirations  of  low 
and  moderate  income  people:  and 
refuses  to  draw  relevant  parallels 
and  make  meaningful  comparisons 
between  the  South  End  renewal 
process  and  city  services  with  that 
nf  other  areas. 

The  Committee  for  a  Balanced 
South  End  recommends  Ihe  follow- 
ing aclion  he  taken: 

1.  Thai  Ihe  subsidized  housing 
goals  staled  in  Ihe  South  End  Urban 
Renewal  Plan  be  acknowledged 
and  declared  as  successfully  com- 
pleted. 

2.  That  future  housing  be 
r(!Cognized  as  serving  Ihe  future 
groivlh  in  Ihe  South  End  population 
and  Ihal  those  developments  buill 
under  a  subsid\'  program  Include 
2rt' •  maximum  low  income  units 
and  50' .    minimum  markel  units 


Disclaimer 

This  Special  Issue  of  SEPAC 
Newsletter  is  meant  to  provide  a 
forum  for  community  views  on 
SEPAC's  Draft  Housing  Report. 

The  views  expressed  by  con- 
tributors invited  by  SEPAC  are  not 
necessarily  those  of  SEPAC  or  the 
BRA.  SEPAC  is  not  responsible  for 
inaccurate  or  misleading 
statements  appearing  in  guest  ar- 
ticles. 

with  the  balance  either  market, 
elderly  or  moderate  income  units 
depending  on  locality. 

3.  That  deteriorated  buildings 
planned  for  rehabilitation  be 
developed  primarily  for  private 
owner  occupancy  or  under  the  sub- 
sidy ratios  mentioned  above.  Com- 
munity Development  Revenue 
Sharing  funds  be  used  to  support  a 
full  scale  Urban  Homesteader 
Program  in  support  of  owner  oc- 
cupancy in  the  remaining  buildings 
owned  by  the  BRA. 

4.  That  future  housing  include  the 
highest  level  of  amenities  for 
tenants  and  be  of  outstanding 
architectural  character  compatible 
with  Ihe  existing  structures  and 
street  patterns. 

5.  That  supporting  services  for  ex- 
isting housing  such  as  parks  and 
playgrounds,  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial developments,  and  street 
improvements  and  public  works 
projects  be  given  the  highest  priori- 
ty fqr  completion. 

6.  That  where  foreclosure  of  ex- 
isting subsidized  housing  is  carried 
out  by  HUD  that  ihe  buildings  be 
refinanced  wilh  MHFA  funds  and 
supported  with  Section  8  rent  sub- 

fCon'd.  p.  11) 


South  End  Real  Estate  Brokers:  Codman  Realty  Co. 


As  real  estate  brokers,  we  are  in  a 
unique  position  to  understand  on  a 
day  to  day  basis  how  the  average 
buyer  and  seller  of  a  home  percieve 
their  community  and  its  relation  lo 
subsidized  or  Inw  inrinni'  housing. 
Despite  the  ;ni-iMinii  -  I  i  mn  (trn  and 
even  beat  t.'rn r i  ,i i ci I  in  some 
tjuarters.  it  ma\  ciinie  as  a  surprise 
thai  the  number  of  existing  or 
potential  low  income  housing  units 
is  not  lypicajly  the  primary  concern 
of  most  buyers  or  sellers. 

Buyers  and  Sellers 

Buyers,  both  historically  and 
presently,  are  attracted  to  the  South 
end  for  a  variety  of  reasons;  many 
because  ihey  specifically  want  to 
live  in  £i  n  ethnically'  and 
economically  mixed  neighborhood. 
Since  this  is  one  of  the  South  End's 
strongest  characteristics,  those  who 
would  not  want  such  a  mix. 
presumably  would  not  move  here. 
In  short,  people  expect  to  share 
their  neighborhood  with  people  of 
different  classes  and  backgrounds. 

Property  owners  in  the  South  End 
become  sellers  for  a  wide  variety  of 
reasons  as  well.  Some  because  they 
must  relocate;  some  because  they 
seek  better  schooling  for  their 
children:  some  because  they  tire  of 
the  rehabilitation  process;  others 
for  purely  personal  reasons  of 
health,  finance  or  marital  status.  In 
short  people  who  own  homes  in  Ihe 
South  End  sell  them  for  the  very 
same  reasons  people  elsewhere  do. 

Long-time  Homeowners 

There  is  another  group  who  sells, 
however,  that  is  often  forgotten  or 
misunderstood  in  discussions  of 
balance  and  demographic  shift. 


Robert  Bennett  (left)  and  Richard  Hall  are  real  estate  agents  wilh  The 
Codman  Really  Company  in  the  South  End. 

This  is  Ihe  longtime  homeowner  or  unsafe  and  unsanitary  units  Ihey 
small  landlord  who  bought  or  in-  previo'usly  inhabited,  and  often  at 
herited  his  property  when  the  no  greater  cosl  lo  themselves.  It  is 
Sovilh  End  was  hardly  the  most  probably  safe  to  say  that  the  vast 
fashionable  place  to  live.  To  this  majority  of  the  lodging  houses 
person,  the  dramatic  rise  in  basic  ^  operated  by  absentee  landlords 
property  values  has  been  by  and    were  sub-standard  —  actually  un- 


large.  an  unanticipated  but  totally 
welcome  blessing.  It  is  a  complete 
misunderstanding  and  patently  un- 
fair to  portray  these  people  as  vic- 
tims forced  to  sell  their  homesteads 
and  displace  their  families  in  a 
tidal  wave  to  upper  middle  class 
property  speculation.  For  them, 
selling  is  a  voluntary  act  resulting 
in  a  large  profit,  a  greater  degree  of 
financial  security  and  comfort 
never  before  dreamed,  certainly 
something  all  citizens  are  morally 
entitled  to. 

All  of  this  is  not  to  deny  that  some 
forced  displacement  has  occurred 
particularly  from  lodging  houses 
and  inexpensive  apartments.  But 
even  here,  this  event  is  often  mis- 
portrayed.  Many  of  these  people 
have  been  relocated  into  housing 
stock  far  better  than  deteriorated, 


inhabitable,  even  though  occupied. 
It  is  also  doubtful  that  the 
markelplace  has  forced  more  peo- 
ple out  of  their  homes  than  the  so- 
called  benign  efforts  of  the  BRA 
and  its  bulldozers. 

New  Housing 

In  terms  ol  new  bousing  created 
in  the  South  End  in  the  past  ten 
years,  the  community  is  lucky  in 
that  most  Iwith  some  notable  excep- 
tions) has  been  of  belter  than 
average  quality. 

Most  people  tend  —  right  or 
wrong  —  to  lump  all  subsidized 
housing  together:  both  low  and 
moderate  income.  Since  one  of  the 
objectives  of  the  original  plan  was 
to  scatter  the  planned  subsidized 
bousing,  any  additional  "large 
developments"  cau^e  worry  and 


polarization.  It  would  seem  that 
Ibis  can  and  should  be  avoided,  and 
still  provide  for  needs.  The 
remodeling  of  individual  buildings 
as  done  by  the  Tenants  Develop- 
m(?nl  Corporation  certainly 
s.itis! ics  this  object i\'e.  50'  i  total 
1( i\\    .liH I   middle   income  in  one 

\  i  ldiunenl  or  building  would 
sv^'i\^  In  continue  ihi;  policy  nf  mix. 
but  more  imporlant.  iiermil  the 
"markel  rental"  unit.s  lo  be  viable. 
It  i.s  \er\  possible  thai  miirket  ren- 
l,d  units  —  in  fact  used  lo  "write 
d'lwn"  the  cost  (if  Idwit  priced 
,i|Mrtmenls  —  couM  nnl  l^'  rfnted 
iMsily  if  they  re|ii  rsciii  |r^,s  ihan 
511'  ,  of  the  total, 
Rehab  Program 

There  is  great  concern  about  ex- 
isting un-rehabililnted  buildings 
which  represent  a  fair  chunk  of  the 
poleneial  housing  stock.  In  spite  of 
the  fact  that  Ihere  is  probably  no 
current  program  making  it  easy  to 
do  so.  it  would  seem  Ihal  the  best 
possible  way  to  handle  some  of  the 
housing  needs,  some  of  the  com- 
munity concerns  and  even  aesthetic 
considerations  is  to  remodel  these 
buildings  as  condominiums  with 
very  low  down  payments  and  long 
term  mortages.  Many  years  age  the 
Friends  Society  sponsored 
rehabilitation  in  Philadelphia  of  a 
number  of  buildings  with  equity  (or 
down  payments!  being  "bought" 
with  supervised  labor.  If  it  sounds 
pie-in-the-sky.  it  is  still  worth  in- 
vestigating. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  — 
and  unpopular  —  factor  to  consider 
is  that  Ihe  South  End  may  have  to 
equate  "need"  and  "feasibility." 
There  are  ways  to  create  more  sub- 
sidized housing  units,  but  it  is 
probably  unrealistic  to  think  that  it 
will  be  possible  to  satisfy,  in  the 
South  End,  all  of  the  needs. 


PACE  THREE  SEPAC  NEWSLETTER  MAY  1<)7S 


From  Apolitical  to  Political 

by  Mark  Manuel,  Co-Chairman,  Methunion  Tenants  Council 

You  are  sitting  at  home,  relaxed,  one'  rental  payment,  which  is  ap- 
parently quite  reasonable.  A  warm 
thought  ol  those  other  families 
similarly  struggling  to  survive, 
briefly  causes  you  to  smile  before 
grimacing  at  the  true  realities  of 
lenomeni  life.  Temporarily  you 
grieve  while  reminiscing  about  the 
many  of  those  that  you  know  per- 
sonally, whose  mothers,  fathers, 
,iiul  lhi>ir  granilparcnls.  have 
,Kvi'llr,l:  ,111(1  in  |]nssihililcs. 
,'vi'ii  Ihi'ii  own  i.liililicn  will  dwell 
in  "a  fi?(lKr,illy  sponsnri'd  hcmsinu 
projc'cl." 

AnnoN  CcI  is  the  i)nl\  ,i(l|i  r  li\  r 
which  dBscrili(!S  your  .illiluilc  al 
ll;(in  P.M.  when  yiiu  peer  (hrough 
llir  windiiw  111  sec  twelve  In  four- 
IrcMi  M'.ir  iild  (  hildren,  both  nlales 
,iricl  li'miilcs,  pl.iving  ,il  Ibis  ungodly 
houi ;  weekda\s  and  weekends.  Ad- 
ding insult  to  injury,  you  weep 
thinking  of  the  number  of  lives  that 
are  being  destroyed  by  those  who 
|)ursuc  great  wealth  dealing 
cocaine  and  heroine,  and  who  seem 
lo  be  better  informed  than  our  own 
law  enforcement  officers  about 
when  the  'bust'  is  going  lo  occur. 
Finally,  you  frown  thinking  of  those 
few  families  who  frecpienlly  dis- 
rupt the  slumbers  of  all  with  their 
2;nn  A.M.  farcases  that  necessitate 
police  action  for  a  resolution. 

A  knock  at  the  door,  someone  else 
was  watching  the  news  also,  and 
you  suddenly  realize  thai  it  is  now 
lime  to  take  whatever  steps  that  are 
necessary  in  order  lo  avoid  the  sale 
of  Ihe  place  that  you  call  HOME. 


after  the  hard  day,  leisurely  drink- 
ing a  beer  and  watching  the  six 
o'clock  news.  The  sight  of  your 
apartment  complex  drSws  a  quiz- 
zical breath  and  you  eagerly  get  up 
up  to  raise  the  volume  so  that  you 
can  hear  more  clearly.  To  your  dis- 
may 'foreclosure'  is  audible,  and 
you  now  Isiten  more  intensely; 
vainly  attempting  In  slay  your  in- 
voluntary nervous  s\'slem.  which 
rapidly  spews  adren.Tline  into 
every  vein,  artery  and  capillary, 
causing  Ihose  familiar  'bulterflies' 
in  your  sinmacb.  You  are  dumb- 
foundi'il,  ,uid  ynu  ease  back  on  your 
comfni  l.ililf  .'.obi  and  .uiaU  lically 
wnncliT.  "What  Ihe  hell  happened? 
Who  is  responsible?  Most  of  those 
that  you  know  pay  their  rents 
faithfully!  You  were  never  notified 
of  any  imminent  financial  dif- 
ficulty." You  angrily  decide  that 
you  will  attempt  to  discover  all  the 
ramifications  of  this  financial 
mayhem.  The  fact  that  250  other 
"federally  sponsored  housing  pro- 
jects" in  the  surrounding  vicinity 
occupy  the  identical  financial 
reservoir,  momentarily  eases  you 
apprehensiveness.  Prior  to  in- 
vestigating, you  silently  meditate; 
questioning  your  life  as  a  tenant 
residing  in  a  "federally  sponsored 
housing  project," 

Moments  away  are  the  clustered 
negative  feelings,  but  it  is  your 
choice  lo  first  scrutinize  Ihe 
positive  aspects.  Primarily,  your 
thought  races  to  that  single  'all  in 


Mark  Manuel  is  Co-Chairman  of  the  Methunion  Tenants  Council 


In  the  next  few  days  you  learn 
that  other  concerned  tenants  have 
already  contacted  the  Stale 
Representative.  Consequently, 
there  is  a  tenants  meeting  called  to 
expose  and  explain  Ihe  severity  of 
the  foreclosure  crisis,  II  is  distress- 
ing to  find  that  your  particular 
apartment  complex  is  in  a  unique 
position,  compared  to  other  similar 
complexes,  because  of  its  desirable 
locale.  It  is  horrifying  lo  believe 
that  the  profiteering  vultures  are 
hovering,  just  waiting  (or  thai  mo- 
ment when  they  can  safely  light 
down  and  greedily  devour  your 
home  with  their  legally  sanctioned 
schemes   employing  financial 


treachery.  What  then  can  you  do? 
Organization  now  appears  to  be  the 
only  viably  resolutions!  You  then 
form  a  political  organization  and 
foree  your  elected  political  officials 
(Mayor,  Governor,  Attorney 
General,  Senator)  lo  discharge  Ihe 
duties  of  their  offices;  serve  the 
people  that  elected  them!  In  the 
following  months  you  begin  to 
notice  what  political  pressure  is  (a 
letter,  a  phone  call,  a  visit)  and 
what  the  result  can  be.  Your 
perspective  changes  when  you  are 
in  the  drivers  seat,  as  opposed  to 
the  pedestrian,  who  will  seek  any 
means  necessary  to  avoid  your 
swiftly  approaching  vehicle. 


lllUllglll  icil^ea  lu  uini  aiii^is;    n,i  ,,,   I  J       

Henry  Wood:  South  End  Citizens  Association 


Henry  Wood  of  24  Rutland  Sq.  is  an  architecl.  Chairman  of  Ihe  Ward  4 
Democratic  Committee,  and  a  member  of  the  South  End  Citizens  Associa- 
tion. 


Due  to  the  length  and  complexity 
of  the  Draft  Report  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  fully  review  it  with  the 
other  members  of  the  South  End 
Citizens  Assoc.  and  so  Ihe  following 
must  be  considered  to  be  my  own 
comments. 

This  draft  has  the  flaws 
associated  with  any  document  that 
is  produced  by  a  committee,  par- 
ticularly one  that  reflects  so  many 
differing  viewpoinls.  II  will  un- 
doubtedly be  attacked  from  many 
sides;  from  one  as  advocating  a 
massive  increase  in  low  income 
housing,  from  another  for  being  a 
middle-class  apology  with  no  teeth. 
However,  we  think  it  performs  a 
necessary  function  and  will  be  an 
invaluable  document  (if  shortened 
and  lidied  up)  for  the  following 
reasons: 

1.  It  provides  in  statistical  form 
an  overall  picture  of  the  South  End, 


its  changes  in  the  lasi  10  years  and 
Ihe  present  housing  slock  in  a  more 
complete  form  than  existed  up  lo 
now.  II  is  doubtful  that  a  better 
summary  will  be  available  in  the 
forseeable  future;  it  should  thus 
provide  the  common  ground  upon 
which  all  groups  can  generally 
agree. 

2.  It  scrutinizes  Ihe  private  hous- 
ing sector  in  more  depth  than  the 
BRA  Preliminary  Report  and,  while 
this  data  is  much  harder  lo  verify 
than  for  the  subsidized  sector,  it 
makes  visible  the  influence  of 
banking  policies  as  clearly  as  that 
of  public  policies. 

3.  It  identifies  virtually  all  the  ex- 
ternal factors  (HUD,  MHFA,  City 
tax  policy,  the  banks,  etc.)  that  in- 
fluence Ihe  South  End  housing 
st.ock,  analyzes  the  options 
available  within  each  and  finally 
makes  recommendations. 


Conflicting  Trends 

In  general  we  find  that  the  draft 
verifies  the  intuitive  feeling,  thai 
we  have  had  with  regard  lo  the 
changes  that  have  occurred  in  the 
South  End  over  the  last  10  years, 
and  Ihe  status  of  housing  now.  We 
see  that  while  both  the  population 
and  housing  stock  have  declined, 
two  contradictory  trends  have 
emerged: 

1.  A  large  part  of  the  remaining 
rowhouse  slock  has  been  converted 
from  lodging  houses,  or  low  income 
apartments  to  single  lo  three  family 
middle-upper  income  units.  The 
trend  has  been  accelerated  by  the 
banks'  lending  practices  and  has 
been  concenlraled  in  Ihe  northwest 
part  of  the  South  End.  The  figures 
are  revealing.  From  1970  to  1974 
morlages  (average  of 
$3B.000-property).lf  we  conser- 
vately  assume  thai  another  .'iOO 
properties  were  financed  either  by 
other  means  or  in  Ihe  1960-70 
period,  a  full  half  of  Ihe  present 
stock  of  3000  rowhouses  has  recent- 
ly been  renovated  by  conventional 
■financing.  In  almost  every  case  the 
conversion  has  resulted  in  the 
elminalion  of  units  (over  5000  losl( 
and  the  conversion  of  Ihe  remain- 
ing units  from  low-moderate  in- 
come lo  upper-middle.This  is  a  net 
elimination  of  about  8000  low- 
moderate  income  units  in  the  non- 
clearance  areas,  plus  the  larger  loss 
in  demolished  buildings.  The 
relocation  services  provided  by 
BRA  did  not  reach  this  large  group. 

2,  The  increase  in  Ihe  subsidized 
housing  slock  from  Ihe  886  in  the 
Housing  Authority  projects  lo  4436 
units  matches  Ihe  Urban  Renewal 
Plan  goal  of  3300  units,  but  1351  of 
these  units  are  in  rehabbed 


buildings  which  generally  results  in 
only  the  transfer  of  units  from  Ihe 
private  lo  the  subsidized  sector.  But 
Ihe  net  gain  in  Ihe  low-moderate  in- 
come housing  supply  hardly 
matches  that  lost  from  the  conver- 
sion of  rowhouses  noted  above  plus 
Ihe  loss  from  demolition.  This  is 
confirmed  by  Ihe  finding  that  there 
presently  exists  a  difference  of  3000 
units  between  low  income  units 
provided  and  households  eligible 
for  Ihem.  The  new  subsidized  hous- 
ing has  furthermore  increased  the 
geographical  segregation  by  income 
thai  exists  in  the  South  End  as  the 
largest  part  of  Ihese  units  are 
located  in  Ihe  lower  Roxbury  area. 
Draft  Recommendations 

In  the  present  draft  form  Ihe 
recommendations  of  the  Committee 
tend  to  be  scattered  throughout  Ihe 
report,  but  can  be  summarized  as 
advocating  a  continuation  of  Ihe  ef- 
fort to  increase,  improve  and  main- 
lain  Ihe  housing  stock  in  the  South 
End.  while  requiring  an  income  mix 
that  will  preserve  the  area's  diverse 
character.  It  is  clear  that  this  will 
still  require  public  monies  and 
regulations,  particularly  in  Ihe  low 
income  sector.  HUD  foreclosures 
must  not  result  in  the  loss  of  needed 
low-moderate  units,  nor  must  all  of 
the  remaining  sub-slandard 
townhouses  be  allowed  to  follow 
the  existing  trend  in  conversion  lo 
middle-upper  units.  It  is  not  possi- 
ble lo  comment  on  all  of  the  specific 
recommendations  here,  except  lo 
point  oul  that  Ihe  network  of  agen- 
cies and  governmental  bodies  is  so 
large  that  only  by  full  commimily 
participation  and  support  can  the 
goal  of  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  to 
"achieve  decern,  safe  and  sanitary 
housing"  be  fulfilled. 


PACK  FOUR  SEPAC  NEWSLETTER  MAY  1975 


Commentary 

State  Representative  Mel  King 


I  think  Ihe  general  focus  of  Ihe 
report  on  the  importance  of  urban 
renewal  to  the  current  slate  of 
housing  in  the  South  End  is  well- 
placed,  i  also  like  the  emphasis  on 
residents  and  Ihe  importance  of 
focusing  the  efforts  to  retain  and 
return  residents  to  the  South  End  in 
every  way  possible.  I  think  it  would 
be  even  better  to  biKhlight  Ihe  im- 
portant role  that  such  groups  as 
South  End  Tenants  Council. 
Emergenc\'  Tenants  Council  and 
Low  cost  Housing,  Inc.  have  taken 
because  ol  their  emphasis  on 
Iransfering  housing-related  skills  tu 
the  residents  of  the  South  End.  The 
more   tenants  and  homeowners 


know  about  the  channels  and  tools 
for  upgrading  and  developing  hous- 
ing, the  better  off  we  will  be  in 
terms  of  being  able  to  control  Ihe 
changes  in  our  neighborhood. 

There  is  a  serious  gap  in  the 
report  in  the  omission  of  any  dis- 
cussion about  the  312  program  and 
Ihe  low  interest  loans  which  are 
available  through  stale  and  federal 
sources  through  lhal  program. 
Recommendations 

1  would  make  the  following  ad- 
ditional recommendations  or 
suggestions  for  continuing  Ihe  effort 
to  increase  and  improve  housing  in 
the  South  End: 

1.)  A  central  community  based 


organization  or  group  should  bt 
responsible  for  recruiting  and  in- 
forming people  about  the  various 
options,  eligibility  requirements, 
and  how  to  work  through  the 
process  of  obtaining  financial  and 
technical  help. 

This  group  should  also  be 
capable  of  providing  .  advice  on 
archilectural  and  conslruclion 
matters  or  at  least  be  able  lo  refer 
people  to  community  agencies  who 
can  provide  such  assistance. 

2.  )  Available  loans  should  go  only 
to  people  who  inlend  lo  occupy 
their  homes. 

3.  )  Some  of  Ihe  community 
development  money  that  is  coming 
into  the  South  End  should  be  used 
to  develop  a  community  bank  lo 
supplement  Ihe  federal  and  state 
loans  and  financial  assistance 
available. 


Mel  King  of  4  Yarmouth  St.  is  Ihe 
state  Representative  for  the  4th  Suf- 
folk District. 


Mario  Clavell:  Emergency  Tenants  Council 


On  first  reading  the  report,  it 
appeared  lo  be  comprehensive  hul 
on  further  examination,  there  w;is  a 
consistent  lack  of  attention  to  the 
Hispanic  minority's  plight.  It  is  thc\' 
who  suffer  displacement  and  su!)- 
standard  living  conditions  oul  of 
proportion  to  their  numbers.  Accor- 
ding to  the  1970  census,  there  were 
1.645  Hispanics  living  in  the  South 
Rnd.  This  figure  must  be  compared 
lo  pre-clearance  levels,  According 
lo  the  1969  Whiting  Report,  com- 
missioned by  Ihe  City,  there  were 
from  4.800  to  8,nno  Hispanics  (main- 
ly Puerto  Rican)  living  in  the  South 
End.  That  means  that  from  3,200  to 
6,300  Hispanics  were  displaced. 
And  where  did  they  go?  Did  they 
get  decent  housing  in  other  areas  of 
Ihe  cily?  These  questions  are  easily 
answered,  if  one  studies  the  hous- 
ing lists  of  Mission  Hill,  Columbia 
Point,  and  the  other  substandard 
profeCls  of  public  housing,  The  is 
where  the  "people  have  gone!" 
Relocation 

Public  housing,  though,  cannot 
accou  n  I  for  many  Hispanic 
families'  present  or  original  South 
Rnd  address.  As  is  pointed  out  in 
the  section.  "The  relocalion 
Record".  Ihe  BRA  figures  are  ol)- 
viously  iimitcd.  They  account  for 
only  a  small  part  of  the  displaced 
persons.  This  fact  is  even  more  evi- 
dent with  respect  to  the  Hispanic 
population,  due  to  the  large  ex- 
tended families  common  to  our 
culture.  The  public  housing  in 
Boston  has  always  lacked  mulli- 
beriroom  units.  This  has  forced  our 
families  to  look  for  larger  units  in 
the  private  housing  sector,  which, 
because  of  their  limited  purchasing 
power,  has  been  substandard. 
These  families  were  lost  from  Ihe 
relocation  figures  because  of  the 
non-existence  of  any  substantial 
records  of  private  owned  dwellings. 
Many  of  these  structures  were 
either  demolished  or  converted  into 
market  level  apartments  and 
homes. 
Demolition 

The  demolilion  figures  reported 
in  "The  Housing  Left  Behind"  are 
striking.  They  represent  the 
massive  damage  done  by  Urban 
Renewal  to  the  socio-economic 
character  of  the  South  End.  Il 
further  illustrates  the  ntied  for  con- 
trols on  demolilion  for  the  sake  of 
demolition. 

The  demolition  tragedy  also 
points  out  another  failure  of  the  Ur- 
ban Renewal  Plan.  Even  though 
funds  were  massive  and  there  was 
much  outside  advocacy,  the 


neighborhood  suffered. 
Somewhere  amidst  the  good  inten- 
tions and  private  speculation,  the 
voice  of  the  community-based 
groups  look  up  the  responsibility  of 
helping  themselves  that  even  a 
limited  amount  of  the  needs  of  the 
community  were  serviced.  ETC,  for 
example  has  been  most  effective. 
Housing  Saved 

Since  1969,  ETC  has  managed  to 
save  over  100  units  that  were  going 
lo  be  needlessly  demolished.  They 
include  30  units  that  were  lo  he  lorn 
down  fnr  a  community  center.  Also 
44  units  on  Tremont  St..  15  on  Shavv- 
mut  Ave.,  and  scattered  buildings 
on  West  Newton  St.  and  Upton  SI. 
were  saved  from  demolilion.  It  is 
important  lo  note  that  the  buildings 
\\ hich  were  saved,  today  house 
low-income    to  upper-income 


architectural  integrity  of  the  South 
End  area.  It  provides  recreation, 
services,  and  open  space  for  a 
health  and  harmonious  living  en- 
vironment. This  is  what  is  needed 
to  meet  the  goals  of  the  Urban  Re- 
newal Plan;  Ihe  funding  and  con- 
ceniration  of  renewal  interests 
should  focus  on  aiding  the  com- 
munity tie\'elopers. 
Subsidies  Needed 

In  the  sections  on  housing  stock 
and  svdisidies.  il  is  pleasing  to  see 
lhal  Ihe  limited  and  in,id('(|iia[c' 
amount  of  s u h s i d i (; s  has  been 
noted.  It  must  he  aiUied  that  there  is 
an  added  problem  and  thai  is  infla- 
tion. The  dramatic  inrre.i.se  in  infla- 
tion rates  over  the  last  few  years 
and  the  expected  continuance  of 
these  rates  is  a  yoke  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  poor.  If  these  sub- 


Mario  Clavell  is  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Emergency  Tenants. 


families.  ETC  has  developed  hous- 
ing for  200  elderly  people,  The 
housing  of  ETC  is  an  intergrated 
representation  of  the  different 
ethnicities  present  in  the  South 
End.  There  are  approxiamately 
30%  while.  30%  Black.  30% 
Hispanic,  and  10%  Chinese  pop- 
ulations included. 

There  are  specific  instances, 
though,  where  there  is  no  solution 
but  demolilion.  For  example,  il  was 
necessary  for  ETC  to  demolish  150 
units  of  housing  which  was  substan- 
dard and  much  of  which  could  not 
have  been  restored  because  of 
economic  -constraints.  These  units 
were  also  interspersed  with  com- 
mercial structures  which  could  not 
have  been  altered  for  housing.  Of 
course,  this  presented  a  conflict  of 
functions  which  if  maintained 
would  have  been  a  detriment  to  the 
living  environment  of  the  communi- 
ty. ETC  is  now  ready  lo  replace 
these  units  with  181  units  of  hous- 
ing. This  is  better  than  a  1:1 
replacement  rate.  It  is  a  model  of 
comprehensive  and  sophisticated 
planning  that  both  meets  the  needs 
of  the  community  and  preserves  the 


sidies  are  to  be  effective,  they  will 
have  lo  be  increased.  This  contrasts 
to  the  lower  amounts  of  funds  that 
have  recently  been  available. 

The  FHA  housing  crisis  is  par- 
ticularly disturbing.  At  a  lime  when 
community  efforts  are  starting  to 
succeed  in  the  low-income  housing 
field,  the  federal  programs  are  fail- 
ing. This  could  wipe  out  any  signifi- 
cant gain  in  housing  for  the  poor 
and  illustrates  both  the  need  for  an 
increase  in  community-based 
responsible  management  and  the 
lack  of  the  responsibility  in  the 
private  management  sector, 
Exodus  of  Poor 

II  is  obvious  from  Ihe  section  on 
market  dynamics  that  the  migration 
trends  have  been  working  to  Ihe 
disadvantage  of  the  poor.  Con- 
sidering both  Ihe  huge  amounts  of 
poor  displaced  from  the  South  End 
and  the  economic  pressures  to  con- 
tinue this  exodus,  il  is  SEPAC's 
responsibility  to  procure  the  tools 
crucial  lo  exclusive  development  of 
low-income  housing.  This  will  be 
necessary  until  the  displaced  poor 
that  originally  inhabited  the  South 
End  before  renewal  have  good 


quality  housing  and  have  so  in 
equitable  numbers. 

Most  of  your  concluding 
recommendations  seem  equitable 
and  point  in  Ihe  right  direction,  but. 
as  stated  they  will  not  restore  the 
pre-clearance  levels  of  low-income 
to  the  area. 

Displaced  People 

The  community  must  recognize 
the  rights  of  all  present  South  End 
resiilenis  but  a  primary  respon- 
sibility is  to  Ihose  displaced.  If  they 
arc  not  accommodated  as  soon  as 
possll)Ie.  it  will  lie  impossible  to 
locale  them  and  correct  Ihe  in- 
justices that  were  done. 
Priorities  for  Poor 

As  there  is  no  guarantee  of  the 
private  sector  using  any  significant 
amount  of  "section  8"  funds,  it  is 
imperalix'u  lhal  not  onU  should  Ihe 
1^1)1)  riRA-nwned  buildings  he 
I'rnnvMii'il  ,is  low-income,  but  also 
thai  means  fnr  securing  some  of  the 
onn  priv.ile  subslandard  slructures 
for  I  o  w  -  i  n  c  0  m  e  rehabilitation 
shouki  he  implemented. 

The  income  mix  of  any  new  de- 
velopment should  take  care  of  the 
low  and  very-low  income  residents 
and  displace  first;  market-rate 
should  be  dealt  with  only  after!  >the 
community's  responsibilities  have 
been  fulfilled. 

How  does  SEPAC  propose  lo  en- 
force its  4-building  maximum  total 
for  loans  program  if  these  buildings 
are  on  the  private  market? 

If  these  views  appear  to  be  overly 
concerned  with  Ihe  Hispanic  plight 
in  housing  versus  other  minorities, 
there  is  ample  justification.  First  of 
all.  although  ETC  and  the  Hispanic 
community  have  built  different 
housing  for  different  groups,  they 
are  Ihe  only  ones  that  are  trying  to 
build  large  units  to  accommodate 
the  Hispanic  population.  Someone 
must  speak  out! 
Trends 

Lately,  there  have  been  efforts  by 
irresponsible  characters  in  the 
community  to  restrict  the  housing 
programs  of  ETC.  Also,  two  fires 
resulting  in  the  loss  of  some  large 
units  recently  have  occured.  There 
should  be  a  balanced  mix  in  the 
South  End.  but  trends  and  such  oc- 
curences as  mentioned  above,  are 
continuously  working  against  the 
poor  and  forcing  them  out  of  the 
South  End, 

The  entire  South  End  Community 
must  embrace  this  principle  and 
work  lo  develop  responsible  low- 
income  housing  so  that  a  truly 
balanced  South  End  will  become  a 
reality. 
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Edeithe  Yearwood:  Cosmopolitan  Neighborhood 


!  wns  born  lo  Kelly  and  Margaret 
Smith  in  1916  in  Boston's  South  End, 
As  the  youngest  of  eight  children 
my  earliest  recollections  was  of 
constant  struggles  for  survival  and 
betterment.  My  parents  both 
worked  very  hard  to  make  ends 
meet.  When  things  were  bad,  my 
father  set  up  a  candy  and  lemonade 
stand  in  our  front  yard  in  the 
summer  and  look  in  college 
students  and  lodgers  into  our  home. 

The  early  1920"s  as  1  remember, 
was  for  a  lime,  a  period  of  hope  and 
frivolity  because  the  war  had 
ended.  People  began  to  reconstrucl 
ihoir  lives  and  looked  to  a  brighter 
fuUire  by  saving  in  banks:  hotels 
and  dancehalls  flourished.  In  this 
atmosphere  people  in  this  area  had 
high  hopes.  Soon  the  hope  and 
spirit  was  to  be  diminished  by  the 
police  strike  and  demolished  for  all 
but  the  very  strong  of  faith  and 
character  with  the  bank  crash. 
Many  lost  their  homes,  .savings  and 
died  due  to  heartbreak. 
Discrimination 

I  attended  the  George  Bancroft 
and  Rice  School  and  graduated 
from  Girls  High  School  which  was 
located  on  West  Newton  Street,  As 
a   child   1   went   lo  school  with 


Edeithe  Yearwood  of  18  Yarmouth  St.  is  a  life  long  resident  of  the  South 
End.  She  is  a  member  of  Cosmopolitan  Neighborhood  Association  and  a 
member  of  the  TenI  City  Task  Force. 


children  of  all  races,  creeds  and 
colors  in  the  South  End  even  though 
most  colored  people,  or  Negroes  as 
they  were  called  then,  were  mostly 
concentrated  in  areas  along  the 
streets  between  Columbus  Ave.  and 
the  railroad  tracks.  In  the  High 
School  I  received  my  first  bitter 
taste  of  racial  prejudice,  which  had 
nlwa\'s  and  still  prevails  in  Boston.  I 
was  at  thai  time  of  an  age  when  1 
could  reason  and  think  of  the  social 
injustice   that   were  continually 


The  Paper  Tiger 

by  Al  Boer,  United  South  End  Settlements 


(*Comments  and  reactions  are 
strictly  personal.  Title  and  agency 
are  only  for  identification  pur- 
poses.] 

Every  once  in  a  while,  one 
catches  a  portion  of  a  late,  late  T.V. 
show,  usually  made  in  japan, 
where  an  oozing  substance 
threatens  to  take  over  the  world. 
The  blob  (or  whatever  it  is  called] 
slowly  creeps  through  windows  and 
doorways,  devouring  everything  in 
its  path.  People  uiually  disappear 
into  it  with  pretty  awful  screams. 

After  wading  through  235  pages 
of  draft  report,  and  after  a  19-page 
summary  the  reader's  reaction  will 
be  similar  to  those  screams  in  that 
late  movie,  muffled  through,  since 
in  this  case  the  "blob"  consists  of 
paper,  reams  of  it. 

After  all  the  effort  which  went 
into  compiling  this  voluminous 
draft,  it  is  too  bad  that  very  few 
people  who  bother  to  read  it  since 
it  is  just  too  long  and  detailed.  Since 
it  tries  to  oater  to  too  many  diverse 
points  of  view,  the  report  will 
satisfy  very  few  of  those  who  will 
bother  to  read  it. 

The  first  impression  one  gets 
when  reading  the  history,  is  that  the 
writers  were  not  there  when  it 
happened.  The  history  is  sufficient- 
ly off-base  and  important  (to  "old" 
South  Enders]  emphasis  is  omitted 
to  make  it  a  view  "from  the  out- 
side." Considering  the  fact  that  the 
Housing  Committee  is  made  up  of 
South  Enders  that  is  rather  tragic. 

People 

Somehow  the  draft  report  never 
really  becomes  "people."  When  it 
slates  for  instance  that  "it  is  not  the 
purpose  of  this  report,  however,  to 
hold  the  City  responsible  in  1975  for 
the  eleven-year  old  caseload  of 
Castle  Square  or  the  20-year  old 
caseload  of  New  York  streets"  one 
wants  to  scream:  "This  is  not  a 
caseload.  These  are  people!"  Peo- 
ple who  raised  their  children  in 
that  area.  Who  fought  hard  to  make 
the  area  residential  instead  of  fac- 


tories, who  went  to  meetings,  got 
promises.  People  with  faces.  And 
they  got  sold  down  the  drain  —  only 
three  families  made  it  back  into  the 
new  housing  —  But  the  aspirations 
of  the  original  resiflents  made  the 
new  Castle  Square  possible. 

Cathedral  Project 

The  draft  report  is  abundant  with 
statistics,  policies,  quotations  from 
various  officials.  However,  seldom 
does  the  voice  of  the  "little  people" 
come  through.  For  instance  con- 
ditions al  Cathedral  Project  are 
described  from  Administrator 
Thompson's  point  of  view  in  plea- 
sant and  bureaucratic  terms.  He  did 
not  describe  the  elevators  who 
seldom  work,  the  fact  that  80'/.  of 
the  mailboxes  are  vandalized,  that 
many  vacant  apartments  are  not 
secured,  inches  of  stagnant  water  in 
basements  from  broken  sewers, 
and  steam  regulators  which  do  not 
work  resulting  in  140  degree 
temperatures  —  with  people  open- 
ing their  windows  in  the  middle  of  a 
snowstorm  lo  be  able  to  breathe. 
The  report  does  not  tell  all  these 
things  because  nobody  asked  ihe 
tenants.  —  Mind  you.  the  city  and 
Federal  government  own  the 
largest  supply  of  substandar'.l  hous- 
ing in  the  South  End  and  people  are 
forced  to  live  in  conditions  which 
are  far  worse  than  anything  New 
York  streets  or  Castle  Square  ever 
produced. 
Conflicting  Goals 

Trying  lo  cater  lo  too  many  points 
of  view  in  order  "to  establish  a 
brood  basis  of  support"  the  draft 
report  frequently  produces  conflic- 
ting recommendations.  Recommen- 
dations for  low-income  housing 
vary  from  25%  (page  58)  to  40%  on 
another  page  to  a  combination  of 
75%  for  low-moderate  income 
housing. 

The  draft  report,  if  completed  in 
its  present  form  by  trying  to  do  too 
many  things  for  too  many  people, 
will  inevitably  create  Ihe  same 
problems  as  Ihe  original  S.E.  Urban 


practiced  against  my  family, 
friends  and  neighbors.  We  were  ex- 
cluded from  High  School  Proms  if 
they  were  held  at  certain  Hotels 
because  colored  or  Negroes  were 
not  accepted  in  these  public  places. 
My  parents  worked  and  paid  their 
taxes  which  provided  the  city  ser- 
vices for  these  very  public  and 
private  establishments  from  which 
we  had  been  excluded. 

My  father  died  in  1931  leaving  my 
mother  Irving  to  hang  on  lo  what 


had  acquired  through  blood,  sweat 

and  tears. 

Bank  Foreclosures 

By  Ibis  time  the  depression  set  in. 
hard  times  on  lop  of  hard  times. 
Banks  made  foreclosures  on  homes 
and  these  homes  were  allowed  to 
deteriorate  and  ihen  were 
demolished.  Weed  infested  lots  ex- 
isted where  homes  and  families 
used  lo  be. 

Then  our  alphabet  came  to  light 
in  the  form  of  ERA,  WPA  and  other 
programs,  to  at  least  offer  jobs  and 
hope  of  survival.  IRS  and  SS 
developed  and  payroll  deductions 
began. 

In  1935  I  married  William  A. 
Yearwood  and  we  became  parents 
of  3  children.  2  girls  and  1  boy,  also 
born  raised,  and  attended  school  in 
the  South  End.  In  1938  my  husband 
was  working  for  a  clothing  store  to 
support  his  family,  but  was 
replaced  by  a  refugee  and  to  add  in- 
sult to  injury  was  asked  to  train  the 
man  who  was  lo  replace  him. 

In  1946  after  the  death  of  my 
mother  we  decided  to  purchase  the 
house  in  which  we  lived  from  my 
family  but  were  unable  to  get  a 
bank  mortgage.  We  were  informed 
fCon'd. 


Al  Boer  of  2Q  Union  Park  works  for  United  South  End  Settlements. 


Renewal  Plan 

That  Plan  promised  a  racially, 
economically  mixed  community,  it 
also  promised  that  existing 
residents  could  not  only  remain, 
but  be  rehoused  in  adequate  hous> 
ing  which  they  could  afford.  Keep 
the  existing  population,  bring  in 
middle  class  folks  to  "balance"  the 
population  and  yet  reduce  the  den- 
sity! No  way!!! 
Middle  of  the  Road 

The  1975  SEPAC  draft  Housing 
Report  lacks  a  sense  of  direction,  it 
lacks  a  firm  commitment  lo  make 
up  for  Ihe  many  broken  promises,  it 
does  not  condemn  strongly  enough 
the  programs  that  did  not  work.  If 
Ihe  draft  is  approved  as  it  now 
stands,  it  will  be  a  "middle  of  the 
road"  report  thai  will  unfortunately 
go  Ihe  route  of  all  such  reports,  into 
Ihe  round  file. 

■And  that  is  too  bad.  Because  for 
those  who  are  willing  to  wade 
through  all  Ihe  many  pages,  there 
are  some  interesting  facts  to  learn. 
Bank  Lending 

There  is  an  incredible  story  that 
unfolds  in  Ihe  chapter  on  "mortgage 
lending  practices."  II  tells  in 
gruesome  detail  how  banks  dis- 
criminate in  their  lending  practices. 
More  money  for  white  customers 
and  while  neighborhoods.  And 
when  the  banks  lend  in  a  mixed 
community  that  community  tends  to 
become  more  white.  New?  Of 
course  not.  but  lo  see  it  documented 
gives  one  a  bitter  taste  in  the  mouth 


nevertheless. 
Goals  Not  Met 

The  figures  on  subsidised  hous- 
ing are  more  clear  and  appear  more 
authoritative  than  the  initial  BRA 
report.  These  also  show  very  clear- 
ly thai  Ihe  most  important  Urban 
Renewal  principal,  namely  the 
"one-for-one"  formula  was  ob- 
viously violated  by  the  BRA.  Only 
1.736  low-income  units  were  built 
or  rehabilitated,  while  2.325  low- 
income  households  were  relocated. 
And  .  .  .  these  figures  did  not  even 
include  the  635  families  relocated 
from  Castle  Square  though  the  new 
Castle  Square  housing  units  were 
included  in  BRA  figures. 

The  relocation  story  which  un- 
folds is  a  tragic  one.  While  reloca- 
tion into  "safe,  decent  and  sanitary 
housing"  and  with  rents  within 
people's  means  was  a  legal  require- 
ment, only  about  half  of  the  people 
who  were  eligible  for  low-income 
housing  were  actually  accomodated 
into  low-income  housing  when  they 
went  for  assistance  to  the  BRA 
relocation  staff. 

The  BRA  "caseload"  only  catered 
to  people  in  clearance  areas.  The 
legal  mandate  to  assist  people  in 
relocation  from  private  rehahilita- 
lion  was  never  accomplished. 

The  redeeming  feature  of  Ihe 
draft  report  is  that  after  many  hours 
of  careful  reading  one  can  not  but 
come  to  Ihe  conclusion,  that  the  in- 
itial BRA  report,  which  slates  that 
Ihe  BRA  "met  ils  responsibility  in 
Ihe  South  End"  was  a  lot  of  B.S. 
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SPECIAL  REPORT: 

SEPAC  Housing  Committee:  Draft  Report  Digest 


AT  THE  REQUEST  OF  SEPAC 
HOUSING  COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAM  JOSHUA  YOUNG. 
THE  SEPAC  STAFF  AND 
CONSULTANTS  WROTE  THE 
FOLLOWING  SUMMARY  OF  ITS 
DRAFT  REPORT  FOR 
PRESENTATION  TO  THE  SOUTH 
END  COMMUNITY.  IT 
CONTAINS  THE  MAJOR  POINTS 
OF  THE  DRAFT  REPORT  WHICH 
THE  COMMITTEE  IS  NOW 
CONSIDERING  TO  BE  FINALIZED 
INTO  A  FINAL  REPORT 

Background 

An  important  pari  of  the  history 
of  the  South  End  for  ihe  past  15 
\ears  is  essenlially  the  history  of 
how  urban  renevvai  came  to  the 
area,  what  was  planned,  and  how 
we!l  il  was  carried  off.  A  key  event 
cUirinjj  ihis  ijeriod  was  the  approval 
r.f  ih.^  I'rW.tn  Renewal  Plan,  par- 
I  'il  l!  !\  I'm  unal  of  an  economical- 
I  ,  .Ml  ,.nd  racially-integrated 
nt^i,:;hl>ni  h  nni  A  commitment  was 
also  made  to  maintain  the  area  for 
the  residents,  the  vast  majority  of 
.  whom  at  the  time  were  low-income 
tenants  and  homeowners.  Once  that 
decision  was  made  bv  the  BRA  with 
wide-spread  support  in  the  com- 
munity, the  project's  execution 
depended  in  large  part  on  the 
availability  of  housing  subsidies  to 
carry  through  that  part  of  the  Plan. 

in  recent  years  urban  planners 
have  seen  that  decision  as  a  cause 
of  great  delay  in  project  execution 

.  hecnnsf;  nf  the  lack  of  subsidies  to 
follow  through  and  deliver  housing 
in  keeping  with  the  goals  of  the 
Plan.  Some  have  found  the  Plan  to 

.  he  contradictory  in  its  efforts  to 
serve  low-income  people  while  at 
the  same  time  encouraging  middle- 
income  people  to  buy  or  rent  in  the 
area.  Yet  urhiin  renewal  in  the 
South  End  musl  be  judged  on  the 
goals  il  set  out  for  itself  nine  years 
ago.  despite  the  area's  increasing 


desirability  by  upper  income 
households  and  increasing  rents 
and  property  values. 

The  Wake  of  Renewal 

While  the  thrust  of  the  Com- 
mittee's report  is  the  present  and 
the  future,  it  was  essential  to 
evaluate  the  renewal  effort  of  the 
past  10  years  which  had  such  a 
great  impact  on  the  South  End.  The 
Committee  was  more  concerned 
with  present  needs  —  yet  those 
needs  have  been  shaped  to  some 
extent  by  urban  renewal. 

The  South  End  Now: 
The  People 

Dramatic  changes  occurred  in  the 
South  End  population  between  1960 
and  1970.  There  was  a  net  loss  of 
357,.  from  34.996  to  22,758.  The  me- 
dian family  income  increased  from 
$3,615  to  $6,464,  an  amount  still 
below  the  median  Boston  family  in- 
come of  $9,133. 

Middle-income  newcomers  had  a 
considerable  impact  on  the  overall 
incomes  in  the  areas.  As  the  table 
shows,  45*^'''  of  the  white  popu- 
lations had  incomes  over  $10,000 
Yet  40'/f  of  the  overall  income 
levels  in  the  area  were  still  below 
$5,000  with  47''.;  of  blacks  under  $5.- 
000  and  62''/(  of  Spanish-speaking 
under  $5,000. 

While  the  South  End  lost  35V,  of 
its  people  during  the  1960's,  it  lost 
40V,  of  its  households  indicating  a 
heavy  loss  among  individuals  living 
alone,  particularly  the  elderly  and 
middle-aged  lodging  house  popula- 
tion. The  age  group  which  lost  the 
most  people  was  between  55  and  64 
years.  49V< .  In  1960  there  were  over 
900  licensed  lodging  houses;  by  1970 
the  number  had  dropped  to  the 
400s.  The  trend  has  continued  as  in- 
dicated by  the  1974  count  of 
licensed  lodging  houses  being  234. 
The  age  group  that  lost  [he  least 
(22V,  1  was  between  25  and  34  vears. 


Change  in  Family  Income 


CHANGE  IN  MEDIAN  FAMILY  INCOME  FROM  1960  TO  1970, 
BY  CENSUS  TRACK,  1970.     (nol  adjusted  for  inflation) 
$10,800  =  MEDIAN  FAMILY  INCOME  FOR  RESPECTIVE  TRACK 

S  =  MORE  THAN  75%  INCREASE  IN  MED  F.I. 

Ha  =  50-757,  INC.  IN  M.F.I. 

□  =  LESS  THAN  50%  INC. 


INCOMl;  DISTRIBUTION 
AMONG  SOUTH  END  FAMILIES 


Spanish-  Chinese 


Uner  $5,000 
$5,000  to  $10,000 
$10,000  plus 


M'hile 

Black 

Speaking 

el  (ll 

# 

It 

# 

•/,. 

# 

 1 

'/, 

2V4 

247, 

851 

47% 

62% 

22fi 

37% 

368 

31% 

665 

112 

337, 

321 

387o 

534 

45% 

303 

177. 

17 

57, 

148 

257. 

SOURCE:  1970  Census 


The  Relocation 
Record 

During  the  1960"s.  the  City  lost  7"/. 
of  its  population  while  the  South 
End  experienced  the  most  extreme 
net  loss  —  the  number  of  people 
who  left  less  those  who  moved  in  — 
of  any  area  in  the  City.  357^.  The 
rate  of  outward  migration  from  the 
City  and  within  the  City  itself 
decreased  during  the  second  half  of 
the  1960's  and  since  1970  appears  to 
have  stabilized.  In  fact,  the  popula- 
tion is  probably  on  a  slight  rise. 
Housing  inflation  has  tended  to 
keep  people  where  they  are  and 
housing  construction  activity  in  the 
South  End  since  1970  has  made  it 
possible  for  many  people  to  remain 
who  otherwise  would  have  left  or  to 
return  who  had  had  to  move  out,  In 
addition,  private  market  activity 
has  brought  in  new  people. 

The  Committee  staff  sought  to  see 
how  much  of  the  1960's  net  popula- 
tion loss  of  12.238  people  in  7.  529 
households  could  be  accounted  for 
by  urban  renewal.  .-Xlthough  we 
cannot  quantify  all  of  Ihe  losses,  we 
can  enumerate  the  causes  and 
demonstrate  that  disloca'ion  due  to 
urban  renewal  resulted  in  far  more 
than  the  net  of  1.847  households 
relocated  by  public  agencies  out- 
side of  the  South  End.  Rising  rents 
and  property  values,  coupled  with 
the  failure  of  the  BRA's  commit- 
ment to  rehabilitate  75%  of  the  then 
existing  housing  stock  for  the  ex- 
isting residents,  dislocated  many 
uncounted  households.  In  addition, 
pressure  from  other  public  agen- 
cies, such  as  tax  and  code  enforce- 
ment and  the  time  lag  in  providing 
new  construction  for  displaced 
households,  added  to  the  turnover 
in  the  population. 

Some  of  the  households  may  have 
left  in  the  early  sixties  because  of 
other  housing  opportunities  in 
other  parts  of  the  City  or  in  the  sub- 
urbs. There  was  a  marked  trend  of 
working  class  people  moving  prior 
to  1965.  Highway  clearance  look  its 
toll  in  demolition.  But  it  is  clear  that 
renewal-related  activities  caused 
many  people  to  relocate  themselves 
without  public  assistance,  due  to 
lack  of  faith  in  the  BRA  and  the  lack 
of  the  BRA's  persistance  in  assisting 
all  households.  This  was  particular- 
ly so  in  the  rehabilitation  areas 
where  eligibility  for  relocation 
assistance  was  nol  made  available 
but  where  private  rehabilitation 
and  conversions,  deterioration  and 
abandonment  continued. 

Where  Ihe  People  Went 
The  draft  report  goes  into  con- 
siderable detail  comparing  renewal 


1965.  4,300  more  units  still  sub- 
standard than  planned,  14.400 
fewer  units  rehabilitated  than 
planned.  .  .  the  unplanned 
demolition  and  shortfall  of 
rehabilitation  efforts  offers  a 
striking  ij'cture  of  what 
happened  to  many  South  End 
I  households  in  non-clearance 
areas. 

'  Translating  lost  housing  units  into 
lost  households  in  the  non- 
relocation  plans  in  1966  with  what  clearance  areas  of  the  South  End 
actually  happened  looking  at  the  goes  a  long  way  toward  answering 
outcome  in  1974.  The  BRA  was  'he  question.  "Where  have  ail  the 
clearlv  responsible  for  the  3.550  people  gone?"  The  BRA's  reloca- 
hop.seholds  referred  to  in  the  Ur-  t'on  effort  was  almost  entirely 


ban  Renewal  Plan.  This  list  did  not 
include  all  South  End 
neighborhoods  where  urban 
renewal  occurred.  (For  example 
the  BRA  limited  itself  only  to  the 
clearance  areas  and  not  to 
neighborhoods  where  rehab  oc- 
curred.) 

Of  the  2.348  households  on  the 
BRA  caseload.  1.500  of  them  ex- 
pressed preference  to  remain  in  the 
South  End.  Two-thirds  who  wanted 
to  stay  in  the  South  End  weic 
relocated  in  the  area,  and  slightly 
over  half  of  those  requiring  low- 
income  housing  were  accom- , 
modatcd  with  low-income  units 
either  in  or  outside  of  the  South 
End. 

Housing  Left  Behind 

This  leads  us  to  one  of  the  most 
dramatic  findings  in  the  draft  —  the 
impact  of  renewal  on  the 
traditional  South  End  housing 
slock.  We  quote  directly  from  the 
report:  * 

This  report  has  described  the 
loss  in  housing  units  —  more 
than  11,000  fewer  units 
remaining  than  planned  in 

*  Calculations  were  determined 
from  figures  based  on  BRA  data. 
Causes  of  the  loss  of  units  are  con- 
versions of  lodging  houses  to  fewer 
units,  demolition  and  a  possible  in- 
itial over  count  by  the  BRA.  This 
also  takes  into  accounl  differences 
in  counting  methods  between  the 
1960  and  1970  census. 


limited  to  the  clearance  areas  of  the 
South  End.  According  to  the  report 
compiled  by  the  SEPAC  Housing 
Committee:  "'It  mapped  out  housing 
for  demolition  or  retention  in  non- 
clearance  areas,  but  said  nothing 
about  the  displacement  of  the 
families  and  individuals  living  in 
this  housing.  It  is  in  the  displace- 
ment from  these  non-clearance 
■ireas  where  the  large  discrepanc\ 
lies  between  the  population  loss 
and  the  people  accounted  for  in 
relocation  plans  and  reports," 

Counting  only  the  1966  relocation 
caseload  which  the  BRA  took 
responsibility  for  at  the  start  of 
renewal,  subsidized  housing  buill 

lo  accommodate  affected  low- 
incnmo  households  had  the  results 
shown  in  the  Table  below.  "1966 
Low  Income  Relocatees  and  Hous- 
ing Su|>i)liKd  ■■ 

The  units  in  the  table  below  in- 
clude the  205  low  income  units  now 
in  Castle  Square,  although  the  BRA 
caseload  did  not  include  people  dis- 
placed from  the  Castle  Square  area. 
Again  the  caseload  does  not  take 
into  account  those  affected  by 
renewal  in  non-clearance  areas. 

Federal  urban  renewal  law  re- 
quires the  BRA  and  HUD  to  provide 
one  new  or  rehabbed  unit  for  each 
unit  lost  through  demolition, 
deterioration  or  conversion  at  rent 
levels  affordable  by  the  existing 
residents.  This  is  known  as  the 
"one-to-one  replacement"  require- 
ment. Il  is  evident  that  the  BRA  did 
not   meet   its  obligation   in  this 


regard. 


{Con'd  p.  8) 


1966  LOW  INCOME  RELOCATEES 
AND  HOUSING  SUPPLIED 


LOW-INCOME 
HOUSEHOLDS 


Families 

Individuals 

Total 


1.112 
1.213 
2.325 


LOW-INCOME  UNITS 
BUILT  OR  REHABBED 

999  (2  or  more  BR'sj 
737  fEff    1  BR) 

1 .736 

SOURCF.:  BRA 


DIFFERENCE 


-113 
-476 
-589 


WHERE  SOUTH  ENDERS  WERE  RELOCATED 


Inside  SB 
Outside  SB 
TOTAL 


Total  Relocated 
in  Low-Income 
Housing 

584 
414 


Total  Relocated 
in  Other 
Housing 

334 

1.016 

1,350 


TOTAL 

918 
1.430 
2.348 


Draft  Findings  and  Recommendations 

Lending  Practices 


On  this  page  are  listed  a  few  of 
the  draft  findings  and  recommen- 
dations of  the  SEPAC  Special  Hous- 
ing Committee.  These  recommen- 
dations represent  the  latest  stage  in 
the  Committee's  thinking  regarding 
a  future  housing  policy  for  the 
South  End. 

SEPAC  is  publishing  these  draft 
recommendations  now  so  that  peo- 
ple can  make  their  views  known  to 
the  Special  Housing  Committee  as 
it  prepares  its  final  Report  and 
Recommendations. 

Comments,  criticisms,  new  ideas 
and  suggestions  are  encouraged 
from  the  South  End  community. 


General  Goals 

—  Many  Federal,  Stale  and  City 
promises  for  urban  renewal  have 
not  been  met.  In  particular  we  note 
the  failures  of  relocation,  preserva- 
tion and  rehabilitation  of  three- 
quarters  of  the  existing  housing 
stock  for  the  use  of  the  residents  for 
which  the  urban  renewal  plan  was 
designed.  Therefore,  we  recom- 
mend that  the  Federal,  State  and 
City  governments  should  recognize 
their  responsibilities  to  complete 
the  provisions  of  the  urban  renewal 
plan  subject  to  changes  approved 
by  the  community  and  the  SEPAC. 

—  Because  the  remaining  sites 
and  housing  stock  is  inadequate  to 
meet  the  demands  of  all  Ihe  low, 
moderate,  and  high  income  persons 
who  might  wiss  to  live  here,  we 
recommend  that  the  South  End 
community  recognize  an  absolute 
responsibility  to  those  living  in  the 
South  End  who  wish  to  remain 
here,  those  who  have  been  dis- 
placed and  wish  to  return,  and  to 
retain  the  South  End  as  an  open 
community  lo  all  income  levels 
which  wish  to  live  here. 

—  We  recommend  that  the  South 
End  community  restate  its  commit- 
ment to  preserve  itself  as  a  racially, 
ethnically,  socially,  and  economi- 
cally diverse  area  with  a  stable 
resident  population  base  of  both 
tenants  and  homeowners. 

Private  Development 

The  recommendations  on  private 
development  are  for  programs  and 
actions  which  would  assist  the 
private  owner  in  using  subsidy  and 
other  programs  and  which  in  turn 
would  enable  low  and  moderate  in- 
come households  lo  remain  in  Ihe 
South  End.  The  existing  buildings 
in  BRA  and  City  ownership  offer  a 
better  opportunity  for  low  and 
moderate  income  home  ownership 
and  for  multi-bedroom  units,  and 
Ihe  recommendations  are  intended 
to  encourage  this  result. 

Rehabilitation 

We  recommend  that  the  ap- 
proximately 200  unrehabbed  City- 
owned  and  BRA-owned  buildings 
be  told  on  a  priority  batft.  Where 


appropriate,  owner  occupancy  is  (o 
be  encouraged  and  should  be  ap- 
portioned among  owner  occupants, 
both  low  and  moderate  income 
households,  who  are  South  End 
residents  or  displacees.  These  in- 
dividuals should  be  worked  into 
programs  whereby  they  can  afford 
to  rehabilitate  and  maintain  a 
building. 

New  Construction 
—  We  recommend  that- the 
SEPAC  and  the  community  be 
responsible  for  the  following 
relative  to  new  developments:  1)  a 
mix  of  homeownership  and  tenancy 
be  implemented;  2}  the  architec- 
tural needs  conform  with  the  ex- 
isting aesthetic  and  structural  en- 
vironment; 3)  a  percentage  of  profit 
be  held  in  escrow  for  future 
maintenance  and  the  well  being  of 
the  development;  and  4)  communi- 
ty needs,  as  opposed  lo  regional,  be 
considered  for  commercial  space, 
(i.e.)  a  market  rather  than  an  office 
building. 

—  We  recommend  that  75%  of  the 
rent  levels  in  new  developments 
should  be  affordable  by  low  and 
moderate  income  households. 

—  We  recommend  that  no  future 
large  tracts  of  land  be  created 
through  demolition  in  the  South 
End  and  all  large  tracts  of  land  be 
used  for  residential  use  subject  lo 
Ihe  approval  of  the  SEPAC  and  the 
community. 

Privately  Owned  Property 

—  We  recommend  a  public  infor- 
mation  program  to  inform 
homeowners  and  prospective 
buyers  in  the  South  End  of  the  sub- 
sidy and  incentive  programs  such 
as  Ihe  new  federal  "Section  8" 
program  to  encourage  a  diversity  of 
income  occupancy  in  these 
buildings. 

—  We  recommend  that  Ihe 
SEPAC.  the  community  and  the  City 
work  lo  limit  absentee  ownership 
and  preserve  home  ownership  and 
resident  ownership  in  Ihe  South 
End  by  using  the  tools  of  Zoning, 
Building,  Sanitation.  Property  Tax 
and  other  similar  requirements. 

FH A  Hnancial  Crisis 

Our  recommendation  on  the 
foreclosure  process  are  intended  to 
force  HUD  to  fulfill  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  created. 

HUD  should  be  prevented  from 
taking  any  action  in  the  South  End, 
such  as  selling  of  properties,  that 
will  involve  substantial  rent  in- 
creases or  make  il  impossible  for 
current/ residents  to  remain  in  the 
housing. 

Therefore,  we  recommend  the 
following: 

—  That  Ihe  tenants,  the  communi- 
ty, Ihe  SEPAC,  the  City  and  Ihe 
State  push  forward  with  legal  ac- 
tion lo  protect  the  rights  of  Ihe 
tenants  and  preserve  the  existing 
rent  levels. 


The  recommendations  are  in- 
tended to  encourage  owner  oc- 
cupants and  South  End  residents  in- 
stead of  absentee  developers  and 
speculators.  Special  attention  is 
given  lo  insuring  non- 
discriminatory loan  practices  on 
the  grounds  of  geographic,  racial, 
sexual,  or  any  superficial  basis,  i.e. 
parking,  rooming  houses,  cosmetics, 
small  size  of  loan,  etc.  We  are  very 
concerned  about  the  needs  of  the 
marginal  income  properly  owners 
and  those  who  are  having  difficulty 
maintaining  ownership  of  their 
homes  due  lo  rising  taxes  and  code 
requirements. 

That  the  SEPAC,  community  and 
City  establish  an  assigned  mortgage 
pool  or  a  "Fair  Plan"  and  develop 
private  sources  of  home  improve- 
ment loans.  Funds  from  CDRS  or 
elsewhere  can  be  used  to  subsidize 
interest  payments  for  hardship 
needs. 

—  That  the  SEPAC  and  communi- 
ty solicit  pledges  from  banks  to  loan 
primarily  lo  owner  occupants  and 
never  for  more  than  4  buildings 
owned  by  one  Individual  without 
SFPAC  and  community  approval. 
The  Mayor's  Office  should  help  to 
negotiate  these  agreements. 

—  That  Ihe  SEPAC,  community 
and  Ihe  City  secure  commitments 
from  banks  to  provide  small 
mortgage  loans  to  enable  par- 
ticularly low  and  moderate  income 
persons  to  fix  up  or  purchase 
homes. 

—  That  Ihe  SEPAC  and  Ihe  com 
munity  encourage  the  City  lo 
develop  programs  with  community 
input  to  financially  assist  low  and 
moderate  income  residents  and 
homeowners  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  building  and  sanitary 
code  enforcement  and  to  encourage 
rehabilitation  of  existing  housing 
consistent  with  the  recommended 
goals  for  the  South  End. 

inspections  and  Codes 

—  the  City's  housing  agencies  be 
reorganized  and  consolidated  .  ,  . 
one  agency  should  have  respon- 
sibility for  both  inspections  and  en- 
forcement of  all  codes  —  sanitary, 
safety  and  building 

Taxation 

—  that  the  City  make  known  its 
practices  in  taxing  properties  and 
for  providing  abatements 

—  that  reassessment  increases  be 
no  more  than  20*^^  per  year  .  .  .  that 
reassessment  increases  be  phased 
in  on  properties  which  are  being 
rehabilitated 

Public  Resources 

—  that  Ihe  community  work  out 
with  Boston  Housing  Authority  in 
providing  adequate  improvement 
of  public  housing 

—  thai  additional  Section  8  funds 
be  commilted  lo  Boston  which  will 
allow  lower  income  persons  not 
now  aided  under  any  subsidy 
program  lo  receive  assistance. 
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Digest  (Con'd.) 
Rehabilitation  Goals 

The  1965  Urban  Renewal  PLan 
called  for  rehabilitation  of  75%  of 
Ihe  then  existing  housing  stock.  But 
more  units  have  been  lost  through 
conversion  and  demolition  than 
was  predicted  by  the  BRA. 

We  quote  from  Ihe  draft 
report: 

The  loss  of  units  between  1965 
and  1974  was  more  than  twice 
the  loss  anticipated  in  the 
original  plan.  At  the  same 
lime,  rehabilitation  during  this 
period  was  31%  of  the  1965 
workload.  If  all  the  remaining 
units  in  the  South  End  are  to 
be  rehabilitated,  only  52%  of 
the  rehabilitation  goal  of  the 
1965  plan  (to  rehabilitate  75% 
of  the  then  existing  housing 
stock)  can  be  realized. 
As  previously  menlioned,  the  hous- 
ing which  remains  has  not  been 
completely  rehabilitated  but  rather 
remains  407,  substandard. 

(See  "Rehab"  Chart  on  p.  10) 

The  South  End's 
Housing  Stock: 
Public  and  Private 

The  Committee  found  that  the 
South  End  housing  stock  consisted 
of  14,850  units  of  which  4,389  or  30% 
have  some  form  of  subsidy  to  serve 
low  and  moderate-income 
households  (the  47  MHFA  market 
rale  units  in  subsidized  housing  are 
not  included  in  this  total)  —  either 
public  housing  or  publicly  sub- 
sidized housing.  The  remaining  10,- 
460  is  made  up  of  approximately 
9660  privately  owned  units  in- 
cluding 4,710  rooms  and  800  city  and 
BRA  owned  units. 
Subsidized 

Subsidized  housing  included 
1.653  new  family  units  (429  low- 
income,  534  moderate-income); 
1423  public  housing  units  including 
886  which  existed  prior  to  the  start 
of  urban  renewal.  Looking  at  the 
subsidized  stock  another  way,  1.559 
units  were  built  or  rehabilitated  un- 
der public  housing;  2,286  units 
through  F.H.A.  subsidized  housing; 
351  by  MHFA.  Though  88%  of  sub- 
sidized housing  was  for  families, 


1970  Census,  the  BRA  South  End 
site  office,  private  market  realtors, 
Ihe  Boston  Licensing  Board,  and 
eliminating  the  known  subsidized 
units  from  the  overall  inventory. 
The  9.660  unassisted  units  consisted 
of  4,950  units  in  single  or  multi- 
family  houses,  and  4,710  units  in 
licensed  and  unlicensed  lodging 
houses.  These  units  are  either 
owner-occupied  or  rented.  The  1970 
Census  indicated  that  11 'IV  of  all 
housing  units  were  owner- 
occupied. 

(See  "Lodging  House" 
Chan  on  p.  10) 

Supply  against 
Need  and  Demand 

Households  which  qualified  by 
income  for  low  and  moderate- 
income  housing  were  matched 
against  Ihe  subsidized  slock  to  es- 
tablish Ihe  unmet  need.  This  was 
done  by  matching  1970  Census  in- 
comes, adjusted  with  an  inflation 
factor,  against  the  1974  stock  of  sub- 
sidized housing.  Inflationary  fac- 
lors  of  20'/,  [or  low  income  and  30% 
for  moderate  and  upper  incomes 
(as  cited  by  Ihe  Bureau  of  Labor 
Slalislics  and  the  Welfare  Depart- 
nienll  were  compared  lo  Ihe  more 
recent  admission  limits  of  public 
housing  and  subsidized  housing. 
This  is  how  it  all  came  out: 


slock  are  still  in  substandard  condi- 
tion. 

The  4300  substandard  units  in  ap- 
proximately 1100  buildings,  are  the 
South  End's  major  undeveloped 
housing  stock.  About  200  of  these 
buildings  are  owned  by  the  BRA 
and  the  City  —  the  majority  of  them 
being  vacant  and  boarded  up  —  and 
the  remaining  900  are  in  private 
ownership.  Although  we  do  not 
know  the  existing  rents  on  these 
housing  units,  we  are  aware  that 
those  that  are  now  now  beyond  the 
range  of  low  and  moderate-income 
households  will  become  so  when 
rehabilitated.  ^ 

The  Financial  Crisis 
in  FH  A  Housing 

Low  and  moderate-income  sub- 
sidized housing  which  was  fi- 
nanced under  the  221d3  and  236 
Federal  programs  is  currently  un- 
-      .  ,    dergoing  mounting  financial 

who  are  paying  more  than  25%  of  (.bign,,  jhe  significance  of  the 
their  adjusted  incomes  for  housing,  fo^g^ipsure  crisis  nationally, 
provided  that  they  qualify  for  low  ,hfoughout  the  Boston  area,  and  in 
or  moderate  income  housing.  ^^^^^  g^^^         is  that 

In  Ihe  South  End,  Ihe  low  income  thousands  of  families  and  in- 
group  pays  the  highest  percentage  jj^jj^ais  ^^,^,ose  incomes  are  loo 
of  income  for  housing.  In  1970,  over  ,^  compete  for  decent  housing 
half  of  all  households  in  the  South  ^^^^  private  market  are  uhdergo- 
End  were  paying  over  25%  of  their   j^^^  i„„eases  beyond  their 

incomes  for  housing,  with  83%  ot  ^^^^^  j^^.^g  possibility  of 
Ihe  low  income  households  paying 


program  is  in  place. 

The  Committee  was  somewhat 
startled  to  find  an  excess  of 
moderate-income  units,  357  of  them. 
But  checking  with  current  waiting 
lists  for  subsidized  housing,  and 
with  managers  of  existing  sub- 
sidized housing,  showed  that  this 
was  not  surprising.  Subsidized 
housing  needs  in  Ihe  South  End  are 
heavily  weighted  on  Ihe  side  of  low- 
income.  In  fact,  many  moderate- 
income  units  in  subsidized  housing 
are  being  used  for  low-income 
households.  The  excess  of  357.  if  it 
is  a  real  figure,  is  not  an  indicator 
that  the  units  are  not  being  used. 
Excess  Rent 

One  way  of  determining  whethei 
housing  needs  are  being  met  is  to 
look  at  Ihe  share  of  a  working  or 
poor  family's  income  that  is  spent 
on  rent.  The  generally  accepted 
guideline  is  that  people  are  in  need 


over  25%. (This  includes  many 
families  living  in  subsidized  hous- 


HOUSEHOLDS  QUALIFIED  FOR  SUBSIDIZED 
HOUSING  COMPARED  TO  SUPPLY 


QUALIFIED 
HOUSEHOLDS 


Low  Income 
Moderate  Income 
TOTAL  QUALIFIED 


5,651 
1,401 
7,052 


Fully  78%  —  or  4  out  of  5  —  of  all 
households  in  the  South  End 
qualify  for  "low"  or  "moderate"  in- 
come subsidy  assistance  under  Ihe 
old  HUD  programs.  The 
"moderate"  income  limitations  for 
subsidized  housing  developments 
range  from  $7,850  for  one  person  up 
to  $14,550  for  a  large  family.  A  per- 
son is  considered  low  income  if 
(s)he  earns  less  than  $6,000  or  up  to 
$9,100  for  a  ten  person  household. 

The  new  "Section  8"  federal  sub- 
sidy program  sets  even  higher  in- 


facing  the  possibility  i 

eviction. 

HUD's  policy  has  been  to  dispose 
of  all  acquired  properties  at  the 
earhest  possible  date.  These  sales 
can  result  in  the  loss  of  subsidies, 
the  conversion  of  the  rents  to 
market  rate  units  and  then  the  evic- 
tions of  those  who  cannot  pay.  In 
the  South  End  there  are  2,238  units 
of  low  and  moderate  FHA  housing, 
ot  which  a  large  number  of  units 
are  in  major  financial  difficulty. 

Recently,  HUD  advertised  the 
Methunion  development  In  the 
ing  such  as  ROXSE  and  Castle  South  End  for  sale  to  private 
Square.)  Among  moderate-income  bidders.  Because  of  its  location, 
households  20%  were  paying  more  Methunion  is  considered  by  many 
than  a  quarter  of  their  incomes  on  lo  be  potentially  desirable  to  luxury 
rent.  developers  and  renters. 

PERCENT  OF  HOUSEHOLDS  PAYING  OVER  25%  OF  THEIR  INCOMES 


1974 
SUBSIDIZED 
HOUSING 
2,631 
1,758 
4,389 


QUALIFIED 
BUT  NOT 
BEING  SERVED 
3.020 
-357 
2,6S3 


ON  RENT 

No.  of  HH's 

Low  Income  Under  $5,000  4,726 
Moderate  Income  $5,000  -  10,000  2,177 
Market  $10,000  plus  778 

Source;  1970  Census 


No.  of  HH's 

over  25%  %  ot  HH's 
3,924  83% 
429  20% 
11  1% 


72%  of  the  units  had  two  or  less    ^ome  limits,  up  to  $15,450  tor  large 

bedrooms.  families.  Clearly,  more  than  78%  of 

Private  the  South  End's  residents  will 

The  private  housing  stock  was    qualify  for  Boston's  limited  share  of 


South  End  Housing  Stock: 

Public  and  Private 

NO.  OF 

PER  CENT 

OF  ALL 

UNITS 

HOUSING 

SUBSIDIZED  FOR  LOW 

4389 

30%. 

&  MODERNATE  INCOME: 

EXISTING  PUBLIC  HOUSING 

886 

6 

11 

NEW  CONSTRUCTION 

1653 

ELDERLY  PUBLIC  HOUSING 

537 

4 

REHAB 

1313 

9 

PUBLIC  UNDEVELOPED: 

800 

5% 

BRA  OWNED 

550  a 

4 

CITY  OWNED 

250  a 

1 

PRIVATE 

9660 

65%. 

LODGING  HOUSES 

4710  a 

32 

1/2  LICENSED;  Vj  NOTLIC'D 

SINGLE  &  MULTI-FAMILY 

4950  a 

33 

HOMES  WITH  APARTMENTS 

TOTAL 

14,850 

SOURCES:  Boston  Licensing  Board 

Information  from  Develoiiments 

Approximate 

BRA  Site  Office 

Private  Market  Demand 

A  look  at  the  privately  owned  un- 
its showed  that  there  were  1,982 
households  —  22%  —  in  1970 
against  the  9,660  units  of  private 
housing  stock.  These  22%  of  Ihe 
1970  households  in  Ihe  South  End 
had  incomes  loo  high  to  qualify 
them  for  any  kind  of  subsidy,  and 
65%  of  the  existing  units  are  in 
private  ownership. 

This  is  nol  an  indicator  that  there 
is  some  kind  of  vast  excess  of  hous- 
ing units  in  Ihe  South  End  which 
meet  Ihe  market  demand  of  middle 
and  upper-income  people.  The 
figure  includes  about  4,710  licensed 
and  unlicensed  lodging  house 
rooms  which  both  private  realtors 
and  social  service  agencies  agree 
have  a  rather  high  vacancy  rate 
these  days.  It  includes  apartments 
in  areas  which  are  not  preferred  by 
the  private  market  realtors  or  lend- 
ing institutions,  and,  therefore 
have  nol  been  extensively 
rehabilitated.  Accumulative  sur- 
veys al  the  BRA  South  End  office 
showed  last  tall  that  40%  of  the  un- 
its in  the  traditional  row  house 


Like  the  other  FHA  housing  in  the 
.South  End,  Mfthunipn  was  b^llt  as 
"replacement"  housing  for  peop^ 
>dlspla~6Bd  by  iS-ban  rSiewall^tivi-! 

ty. 

Currently,  SEPAC  has  joined 
Methuniontenants  in  a  lawsuit 
against  HUD  to  block  the  sale  of 
this  housing  in  a  way  that  would 
remove  units  from  the  low  and 
moderate  income  people  for  whom 
FHA  housing  programs  were  In- 
tended. 

Private  Maricet 
Dynamics 

The  South  End  row  house  prices 
and  rents  continue  to  rise.  Although 
this  is  nol  consistent  throughout  the 
area,  some  sections  —  like  the 
northwest  —  and  some  streets  have 
been  significantly  improved  phys- 
ically since  1960.  The  Committee 
staff  sought  up-to-date  market 
perceptions  from  private 
developers  and  realtors  operating 
in  the  area. 

While  migration  of  middle- 
income  people  into  a  neighborhood 
like  the  South  End  is  considered  a 
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healthy  and  stabilizing  factor  by  the 
City  administration  and  the  BRA,  it 
is  clear  that  this  phenomenon  has 
reduced  the  number  of  units 
available  for  lower-income 
residents  and  continues  to  pose  a 
threat  to  low  and  moderate-income 
people  in  the  South  End.  Rents 
have  increased  beyond  the  mans  of 
most  South  End.  The  increase  of 
property  values  have  been  an 
economic  pressure  for  low  and 
moderate-income  property  owners 
lo  sell  as  well  as  an  obvvious 
deterrent  for  any  low  or  moderate 
income  household  to  be  able  lo  ob- 
tain financing  for  purchasing  a 
home. 

In  addition,  the  increased  attrac- 
tiveness of  the  South  End  to  new- 
comers provides  HUD  with  the 
alternative  to  sell  financially 
troubled  FHA  housing  to  market 
rent  developers. 

The  SEPAC  Housing  Commitlee 
is  faced  with  recommending  to  the 
community  and  the  City  what 
public  programs  should  be  applied 
in  the  South  End  to  leverage  a  dis- 
tribution of  physical  improvement 
throughout  the  entire  area  which 
will  emphasize  benefits  for  existing 
low  and  moderate-income  tenants 
and  homeowners,  particularly 
minority  groups,  as  well  as  middle- 
class  newcomers. 

Otherwise  the  exodus  of  many 
lower  income  minority  home- 
owners and  tenants  will  con- 
tinue in  many  neighborhoods, 
resulting  in  increased  separation  by 
class  and  race  and  less  community 
"balance."  (See  chart  on  this  page) 

Private  realtors  interviewed  by 
the  Committee  staff  were  generally 
opposed  to  construction  of  more 
low  and  moderate-income  housing 
developments  but  seemed  open  and 
positive  about  combinations  of 
rehabilitation  and  housing  sub- 
sidies in  the  traditional  South  End 
housing  stock  lo  achieve  an 
economic  mix.  There  is  fear  thai  ihe 
new  federal  Section  8  subsidy 
program  can  add  to  the  inflationary 
rent  spiral  in  the  South  End.  if  tools 
such  as  rent  control  are  not  con- 
tinued to  curtail  that  spiral.  At  the 
same  time,  the  level  of  rents  allow- 
ed for  Section  8  prohibits  owners  of 
some  of  the  existing  private  housing 
from  participating  in  the  program. 


About  200  rehabbed  BRA-owned  buildings  like  these  on  Tremonl  Street 
are  the  South  End's  major  remaining  housing  resource  awaiting  develop- 
ment for  family  housing. 


Mortgage  Lending 

Through  the  use  of  the  real  estate 
trade  journal  Banker  and 
Tradesman,  a  detailed  record  of 
mortgage  lending  in  the  South  End 
from  1970  to  1975  was  compiled. 

Over  the  past  five  years,  private 
lending  institutions  made  876  loans 
for  the  purchase  and/or  rehabilitn- 
tion  of  more  than  1,0G6  properties. 
More  than  $37  million  in  mortgage 
funds  were  invested  in  these 
properties. 


neighborhoods  in  the  South  End 
which  have  the  highest  incomes, 
the  greatest  percentage  increase 
in  incomes,  and  which  are 
predominantly  white  or  are  becom- 
ing increasingly  white  in  racial 
composition. 

The  favorable  mortgage  status  of 
these  neighborhoods  is  a  basic  fac- 
tor in  influencing  social,  economic, 
and  racial  shifts  in  the  South  End. 
In  contrast,  neighborhoods  which 
have  been  least  preferred  for 
mortgage  investment   are  those 


More  lhan  half  of  all  existing  which  are  predominantly  black  or 

South  End  properties  which  re-  becoming  increasingly  black, 

ceived  mortgages  over  the  past  five  ^ave  lower  income  people, 

years  are  concentrated  in  the  Greek  and  Syrian  working-class 

northwest  part  of  the  area  where  neighborhoods    have   also  been 

there  has  been  a  sizeable  influx  of  overlooked  by  lenders. 


white  upper  middle  class 
homeowners  and  renters.  When  the 
distribution  of  loans  is  compared  lo 
ihe  number  of  existing  residential 
.siructurns  in  each  neighborhood, 
thp  Ellis.  Worcester  Square,  and 
Pilot  Block  neighborhoods  appear 
to  be  more  favored  by  lenders  lhan 
other  areas  of  the  South  End.  The 
least  preferred  areas  are  the 
United  Neighbors-Lower  Roxbury. 
the  Lenox-Camden  area  southeast 
of  Massachusetts  Avenue,  and  the 
Bradford-Shawmut  neighborhood. 

Institutional  mortgage  lenders 
have  given  relative  preference  to 


Racial  Discrimination 

There  is  some  evidence  of  racial 
discrimination  among  lenders 
toward  the  Cosmopolitan  area  since 
it  has  a  relatively  high  income 
population  and  the  highest 
homeownership  ratio  in  the  South 
End,  yet  is  predominantly  black.  In 
fact,  the  continued  viability  of  this 
neighborhood  could  be  threatened 
by  this  kind  of  discriminatory  in- 
vestment policy. 

Suffolk-Franklin,  the  major  South 
End  lender,  has  concentrated  its 
funds  to  a  greater  extent  lhan  other 


lenders  in  preferred  areas  such  as 
Ellis  and  Pilot  Block.  Al  the  same 
time  the  Cosmopolitan  area  has 
received  less  than  an  equitable 
share  of  loans  from  Suffolk- 
Franklin  with  regard  to  the  number 
of  residential  structures  in  the 
Cosmopolitan  area.  Suffolk- 
Franklin  has  completely  ignored 
neighborhoods  southeast  of 
Massachusetts  Avenue  and  the 
Bradford-Shawmut  area  over  the 
past  five  years. 

Though  parts  of  the  South  End. 
certain  streets,  squares  and  even 
neighborhhods.  have  been  relative- 
ly improved  physically  through  this 
mortgage  loan  activity,  this  effort 
has  been  selective  and  dictated  by 
the  market  place  and  the  abilit\'  of 
borrowers  to  repay  loans.  The 
effect  has  been  to  improve  con- 
ditions in  limited  areas  of  the  South 
End  while  residents  of  the  rest  of 
the  area,  particularly  those  areas 
where  incomes  are  lower  and  non- 
white  people  seem  to  predominate, 
have  not  shared  these  advantages. 

Inspections  and 
Codes 

In  general.  City  code  enforce- 
ment has  been  concerned  with  the 
improvement  of  property  but  has 
been  detached  from  a  concern  for 
the  residents.  The  goal  of  bringing 
all  properties  up  to  code  standard 
has  not  been  combined  with  finan- 
.  cing  for  existing  residents  nor 
.relocation  services,  specifically 
within  the  South  End,  for  those  dis- 
placed. 

Because  of  varying  standards  and 
inconsistent  interpretation,  code 
enforcement  for  buildings  has  not 
provided  adequate  services  for  all 
residents.  General  confusion  and 
overlap  exists  among  the  myriad  of 
agencies  which  share  responsibility 
for  enforcement  of  various  codes 
under  sanitary,  building  and  saiety 
laws.  A  proposed  reorganization 
and  consolidation  of  these  inspec- 
tion and  enforcement  agencies  lo 
bring  about  a  smoother  operation 
and  better  maintenance  has  been 
on  the  shelf  before  the  City  Ad- 
ministration for  going  on  five  years. 
The  SEPAC  Committee  feels  that  if 
implemented  it  will  go  a  long  way 
toward  alleviating  homeowners 
and  residents  of  having  lo  sort  out 
their  responsibilities  and  the  need 
to  act  as  unpaid,  self-appointed  en- 
fCon'd  on  page  10} 


Change  Between  1960  and  1970  of  Ethnic  Group  Distribution  (Black,  White  and 
Others")  ^  by  Census  Track 


CHANGE  IN  DISTRIBUTION  OF  BLACK 
POPULATION. 

iilii  INCREASE  IN  CONCENTRATION  OF 
BLACK  POPULATION 

1.  n  DECREASE  IN  CONCENTRATION  OF 

BLACK  POPULATION 

OF  BLACKS  IN  RESPECTIVE 
CENSUS  TRACK,  1970 


5"A 


CHANGE  IN  DISTRIBUTION  OF  WHITE 
POPULATION 

Hi  INCREASE  IN  CONCENTRATION  OF 
WHITES 

[  J  DECREASE  IN  CONCENTRATION  OF 

WHITES 

OF  WHITES  IN  RESPECTIVE 
TRACK,  1970 


(86%J 


CHANGE  IN  DISTRIBUTION  OF  "OTHER" 
POPULATION. 

'^S  INCREASE  IN  CONCENTRATION  OF 
OTHERS 


ai 


DECREASE  IN  CONCENTRATION  OF 
OTHERS 

rZZ~\  OF  OTHERS  IN  RESPECTIVE 
l— J      CENSUS  TRACK,  1970 
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Digest  (Con'd.) 


forcers. 
Housing  Court 

The  Boston  Housing  Court 
created  in  1971  has  been  helpful  in 
this  respect.  But  the  Committee 
found  legal  problems  with  assign- 
ing responsibility  to  property 
owners  for  garbage  cans  and  rub- 
bish bags  left  on  streets  and  in 
alleys  for  which  legislative  changes 
are  needed. 

Testimony  before  the  Committee 
by  Boston  Housing  Inspection  Com- 
missioner Cens  strongly  suggested 
that  a  sN-stematized  housing  inspec- 
linn  proLT.irn  \'';is  needed  —  not  just 
.1  (nnip'.iint  :.\slum  —  and  that 
hon.siiii;  .ikIps  .should  hi;  enforced 
wisch  vvilh  ,1  mind  lo  making 
propci'lii'S  livable  lo  a  degree  thai  is 
affordable  lo  the  tenant  and  the 
landlord  so  that  existing  buildings 
can  serve  as  at  least  adequate  hous- 
ing until  better  longlerm  housing 
can  be  made  available  through 
either  new  construction  or  major 
rehabilitation. 

The  Urban  Renewal  Plan  has 
generally  demandiul  home  im- 
provements which  are  far  above 
and  beyond  i  ode  requirements. 
Because  of  this  praci  oe  much  hous- 
ing has  been  left  to  I'eleriorate  to  a 
point  where  it  is  .djandoned  and 
becomes  uninhabitable  or  lov\'er  in- 
come residents  haven't  been  able  to 
afford  the  expensive  required 
rehabilitation  even  with  interest 
subsidies.  A  shift  from  a  complaint 
system  to  a  sytematic  system  will 
have  to  include  reasonable  stan- 
dards if  housing  still  unrenovated 
in  the  South  End  is  to  survive  for  re- 
use by  existing  residetits. 

Taxation 

Residents  of  the  South  End,  like 
other  residents  in  Boston's 
neighborhoods,  are  faced  with  two 
tax  dilemmas.  One  is  the  heavy 
burden  of  the  property  tax  and  the 
other  is  the  extra  burden  100% 
assessment  may  add.  The  heavy  lax 
burden  coupled  with  the 
regressiveness  of  property  lax 
makes  similar  housing  a  greater  ex- 
pense for  low  and  moderate- 
income  households  than  for  upper- 
income  households.  This  financial* 
ly  discourages  a  mixed  income  com- 
munity such  as  the  South  End. 


Living  conditions  for  people  at  the  Cathedral  Housing  Project  could  be  im- 
proved if  government  funds  were  available. 


Most  taxable  property  in  Boston 
is  taxed  under  Chapter  59,  although 
not  at  full  and  fair  market  value. 
Rather,  property  is  taxed  according 
to  its  usage,  such  as  commercial 
real  estate  at  30%  or  a  single  family 
home  at  25V.  of  income.  (This  prac- 
lice  is  known  as  de  facto 
classification).  Another  Boston 
variation  is  that  properly  within  (ne 
same  class  is  taxed  according  to  the 
neighborhood.  Recent  studies  have 
shown  the  South  End  to  be  un- 
derassessed in  relation  to  today's 
inflated  properly  values. 
Reassessment 

Reassessment,  either  through  the 
practices  of  the  City  or  the  order  to 
reassess  at  100%  full  and  fair 
market  value,  means  a  cost  of  hous- 
ing increase  which  will  affect  all 
South  End  residents.  Some  may  feel 
forced  lo  sell  their  homes,  which 
will  accelerate  the  loss  of  low  and 
moderate-income  households  par- 
ticularly ethnic  and  racial 
minorities,  from  the  South  End. 
Boston's  current  practices  of  rarely 
abating  taxes  or  reassessing  proper- 
ty  downward  for  financial 
hardships  will  not  help  compensate 
for  the  effect  of  increased  taxes  on 
the  marginal  income  homeowner. 
This  means  high  rents  for  low  and 
moderate-income  tenants,  and  il 
will  have  substantial  effect  on  the 
middle  class  as  well. 


Public  Programs 

Officials  from  the  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  (HUD),  Massachu- 
setts Housing  Finance  Agency 
(MHFA),  Massachusetts  Depart- 
ment of  Community  Affairs  (DCA), 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
(BRA),  and  Boston  Housing 
Authority  (BHA)  testified  before 
the  Committee  on  available 
resources  to  assist  South  End 
households  in  need  either  by  new 
construction  or  rehabilitation  or 
through  rent  subsidies. 
"Section  8" 

The  enactment  last  August  of  the 
Housing  and  Community  Develop- 
ment Act  of  1974  placed  almost  all 
Federal  housing  efforts  in  one  new 
program.  Section  8  housing 
assistance  payments.  This  is  a  new 
rent  subsidy  for  a  range  of 
household  annual  incomes  from 
$4,650  one  person  households  up  lo 
$15,450  for  an  eight  person 
household.  Section  8  subsidies  can 
be  used  in  housing  which  is  new, 
newly  rehabilitated  or  in  other  ex- 
isting housing. 

For  example.  Section  8  money 
can  be  distributed  to 'existing  South 
End  homeowners  to  subsidize  the 
rents  of  tenants  in  their  buildings. 

Boston  is  expected  to  receive  $5.9 
million  in  Section  8  money  of  which 


$3.4  million  is  already  committed  to 
cover  units  Ih^  BHA  has  under 
lease  under  the  outgoing  Section  23 
Leased  Housing  Program.  MHFA 
has  been  allocated  $13.2  million  for 
use  around  the  State,  some  of  it 
committed  lo  the  ETC  Phase  II 
rehab.  DCA  has  been  allocated  $3 
million. 

DCA  recommended  the  use  of 
Slate  programs  in  the  South  End  for 
purchasing  and  rehabilitating 
houses  with  State  funds  and  using 
the  Slate  Rental  Assistance 
program  and  the  Federal  Section  8 
subsidy.  It  was  pointed  out, 
however,  that  because  Stale  com- 
petitive bidding  laws  prevented  th^ 
use  of  Turnkey  housing  rehabilita- 
tion, the  Stale  rehabilitation 
program  is  economically  infeasible 
in  Boston. 

The  BHA  Administrator  and 
planning  and  development  staff 
said  that  while  the  South  End  was 
now  a  low  priority  area  for  con- 
struction of  more  elderly  housing, 
that  it  would  continue  to  place  rent 
subsidies  where  the  need  exists  — 
South  End  included.  The  BHA  is 
spending  $98,000  currently  on  some 
modernization  of  the  Cathedral 
Project  and  has  applied  to  HUD  for 
$35  million  in  modernization  funds 
which  HUD  is  not  likely  to  approve. 

Recently  Judge  Paul  Garrity  of 
the  Boston  Housing  Court  ruled  that 
the  BHA  and  DCA  must  spend  over 
$40  million  of  "705"  funds  to  fix  up 
Boston's  Public  Housing,  including 
Cathedral.  The  "705"  program  is  for 
rehabilitation,  new  construction  or 
acquisition  of  public  housing  and  is 
currently  funded  at  about  $85 
million  statewide.  The  DCA, 
however,  does  not  want  to  spend 
this  much  money  in  Boston  and  is 
appealing  this  decision  in  state 
court. 

Movering  over  this  limited 
amount  of  housing  money  is  the 
financial  crisis  of  existing  HUD 
subsidized  housing  developments 
which  could  absorb  virtually  all  of 
the  Section  8  money.  Using  these 
flexible  funds  to  bail  out  HUD  from 
responsibility  for  its  financial 
problems  would  eliminate  the 
possibility  of  the  imaginative  use  of 
these  funds  lo  encourage  low  and 
moderate  income  home  ownership 
and  placement  of  low  income 
households  in  buildings 
rehabilitated  by  private  owners. 

(Con'd  on  p.  11)  


Rehabilitation 


%  OF  ROWHOUSES  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  REHABlLIfATED,  in  1974, 
BY  CENSUS  TRACK. 

Q  =  MORE  THAN  50%  REHABILITATED 

O  =  30-50%  REHABILITATED 

U  =  0-30% 

Hag  =  %  REHABILITATED  IN  RESPECTIVE  TRACK 


Lodging  Houses 


PERCENT  OF  ROWHOUSE  STRUCTURES  WHICH  WERE  LICENSED 
AS  LODGING  HOUSES  IN  1974,  PER  CENSUS  TRACK,  AND  THE 
NUMBER  OF  LICENSED  LODGING  HOUSES. 

M  =  MORE  THAN  10% 

EJl  =  LESS  THAN  10% 

□  =  NONE 

[i4%l  =  NUMBER  OF  LICNESED  LODGING  HOUSES  IN  RE 
SPECTIVE  TRACK 


Commentary 

Newell  Cook:  Eight  Streets  Neighborhood 
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tually  all  housing  is  subsidized. 
Even  for  the  single-family,  owner- 
occupied  residence,  tax  credits  and 
deductions  are  allowed  which  can 
only  be  styled  subsidies. 
Quotas 

Another  discussion,  that  of  peg- 
ging levels  or  setting  quotas  for  in- 
come groups,  is  even  more  distress- 
ing. It  certainly  is  not  within  the 
power  of  community  to  determine 
such  quotas,  nor  ought  we  try  to  fix 
our  community  by  such  dangerous, 
prescriptive,  and  possibly  illegal 
means.  Actually,  there  are  laws 
which  require  some  attention  to 
this  problem.  People  are  not  to  be 
displaced  from  their  neighborhoods 
by  renewal  programs  which  have 
been  designed  to  facilitate  this 
federal  commitment  to  maintain 
the  social  fabric. 
Social  Fabric 

The  South  End  is  an  ideal  place  lo 
see  this  problem  of  maintaining  this 
social  fabric.  The  neighborhood  is 
large,  more  than  six  hundred 
acres;  it  is  old  and  in  some  areas 
[he  poor  and  elderly  represent 
large  fractions  of  the  population, 
An  obvious  observation  is  that 
private  money  and  action  cannot 
and  will  not  rescue  even  a  signifi- 


cant portion  before  irreversible 
decay  takes  place.  And  it  is  equally 
obvious  that  economic  changes  of 
the  past  several  decades  have 
driven  "moderate  living  standards 
so  high  that  the  majority  of  South 
End  residents  can't  afford  "open 
market"  housing. 
Join  Together 

If  we  are  to  keep  anything  worth 
having  in  the  South  End  we  must  all 
Join  together  to  fight  for  rehabilita- 
tion of  our  housing  stock  and  for  the 
use  of  such  financial  programs  as 
will  enable  the  residents  of  the 
South  End  to  continue  to  live  in 
their  community. 

The  poor  are  not  another  class; 
they  are  of  us.  they  are  our  neigh- 
bors. Their  needs  are  the  needs 
of  our  community  and  if  their 
needs  are  not  met,  there  will  be  no 
community  outside  of  the  pitifully 
small  enclaves  barricaded  by  their 
lack  of  concern  against  reality. 

No  one  in  this  society  should 
want  for  decent  housing.  Our  laws 
require  this  and  we  must  fight  to 
have  it  so.  This  very  requirement 
provides  the  means  and  end  to 
preserve  our  physical  community 
as  we  enrich  and  succor  our  human 
community. 


Newell  Cook  of  25  Milford  St.  is  President  of  the  Eighth  Street  Association 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Pine  St.  Inn  Task  force. 

Balanced  Committee  (Con'd) 


We  have  about  us  in  the  South 
End  a  vast  residential  landscape 
almost  completely  characterized  by 
3-5  story  brick  row  houses.  These 
houses  define  the  physical  com- 
munity in  which  we  live,  a  com- 
munity not  of  geography  but  of 
architecture.  Yet  at  the  same  time  it 
is  not  a  community  of  one  race,  one 
social  or  economic  class,  or  any  fix- 
ed ratio  of  these. 

Central  Issue 

The  central  issue  for  (he  South 
End  is  the  preservation  of  the 
physical  community  with  its  refur- 
bishment and  reconstruction  where 
needed.  To  subordinate  this  issue  to 
others  is  to  build  castles  in  the  air,  as 
the  South  End  can  be  killed 
quickest  and  surest  by  the 
bulldozer.  We  must  preserve  the 
housing  "stock"  at  the  foundation 
for  our  human  community,  and  it  is 
clear  that  such  preservation  need 
not  proceed  in  a  narrow  historical 
sense  but  with  a  direct  focus  on 
providing  decent  and  attractive 
residences  within  a  unified  and 
coherent  framework.  Over  the  past 
thirty  years  of  public  and  private 
housing  development  virtually  all 
the  evidence  argues  against 
massive  project,  dehumanizing  in 
scale  and  prescriptive  in  design  and 
economics.  Preservation  is  not  the 
end.  but  the  means  by  which  a 
human  community  can  be  es- 
tablished. The  South  End  has  ready 
the  structures  and  form  for  a 
livable  community,  attractive  and 
usable  by  all. 

Yearwood  (Con'd) 

that  this  was  a  bad  risk  area.  I  final- 
ly was  able  to  obtain  a  loan  through 
private  financing  with  1  year 
renewal  contract  at  high  interest 
rales.  Yet  we  remained  in  the  South 
End  in  spite  of  raising  of  {axes.  Pen- 
pie  in  South  End  began  lo  flee?  the 
f:il\'  lo  ihe  suburbs  because  of  Ihe 
f ( J \  hike  which  left  the  heavy 
buiden  on  Ihe  remaining  residents 
who  were  not  able  financially  to 
move.  Conlinual  hikes  in  taxes 
nrlded  In  demolition,  increased  in 
l"i,irkin!^  lols.  closing  of  schools  and 
loss  1)1  husinosses  and  the  advenl  of 
BRA  wliich  played  a  part  in  dis- 
placement and  loss  of  homes  in  Ihe 
South  End. 

BRA  Promises 

BRA  made  promises  of 
rehabilitation  of  those  buildings 
which  they  certified  were  struc- 
turally sound.  As  a  further  incen- 
tive plans  were  offered  lo  people 
who  would  buy  and  live  in  some 
properties  that  were  under  their 
jurisdiction.  Lists  were  never 
available  lo  the  private  home 
owner  but  were  made  available  lo 
people  of  means  that  were  able  to 
buy  several  houses  at  a  lime  and 
avail  themselves  of  bank  financing. 
For  years  plans  were  rehashed, 
voted  upon,  accepted  but  never 
materialized. 

Certain  properties  in  the  South 
End  have  been  reassessed  yet 
others  on  the  same  street  were  not. 
A  great  many  of  the  private  home 
owners  are  on  fixed  incomes  and 
are  really  feeling  the  economic 
pinch.  They  have  always  had  to 
take  it  on  the  chin. 
Fire  Insurance  companies  have 


Reconstruction 

Along  with  preservation  and 
renovation  there  must  be  an  ab- 
solute commitment  to  reconstruc- 
tion. On  empty  lots,  new  housing 
designed  and  built  to  be  part  of  the 
whole  must  replace  towers,  pro- 
jects and  ruins.  There  can  be  a 
greater  sense  of  progress  and 
dynamic  growth  by  aggressive  con- 
struction of  suitable  housing  than 
there  can  be  by  any  new  direction 
or  wholesale  change  (such  ar  that 
which  occured  in  the  West  End). 
Confused  Debate 

For  the  past  several  years  the 
housing  issue  in  the  South  End  has 
revolved  around  the  social  and 
human  balance,  around  questions 
of  class,  economics  and  race.  II 
seems  that  the  debate  has  been 
more  confused  than  enlightening. 
The  questions  of  subsidized  percen- 
tages are  an  excellent  example  of 
this.  The  anti-subsidists  point  with 
alarm  at  the  figure  of  50''/(  sub- 
sidized housing.  This  figure,  they 
assert,  is  so  "high"  that  it 
demonstrates  the  submergence  of 
the  middle-class  revival  in  the 
South  End  under  vast  waves  of  Ihe 
state-supported  poor.  Other  groups 
calculate  subsidized  housing  at  35''/< 
and  worry  thai  this  "low"  figure 
proves  thai  those  with  lower- 
incomes  are  being  deprived  of  de- 
cent housing  by  the  ravages  of  the 
free  market,  by  speculation,  and  by 
inflation.  Actually,  subsidy  is  not 
the  real  issue.  This  is  made  clearest 
by  reflecting  on  the  fact  that  vir- 


cut  off  certain  properties  in  the 
South  End  from  obtaining  in- 
surance. Some  insurance  companys 
have  cancelled  policies  under  Ihe 
prelense  lhal  there  has  been  loo 
many  fires  in  the  area,  I  think  this 
matter  should  be  checked  inio, 

What  we  need  is  be  1  lor  li\-ins 
([uarlers  preferably  low  incomp 
renlals  to  accommodate  people  who 
want  to  remain  in  the  area.  W'c 
don"l  want  high  rise  aparlmcnt 
houses  to  displace  those  whu  h<i\(' 
kejJt  the  city  going, 

Low  Rentals  Needed 

We  in  Ihe  South  End  would  like  to 
have  -our  community  rise  to  new 
heights  and  be  a  better  place  to  live 
but  we  would  also  like  to  share  in 
its  developement  and  not  just  lo 
support  Ihe  renewal  and  in  the  end 
be  forced  to  leave  our  homes  and 
fond  memories.  We  would  like  to 
have  the  security  of  freedom  from 
excess  lax  burdens  that  we  have 
been  subjected  to  in  the  past  for  the 
sake  of  people  who  want  to  move 
into  the  area  because  of  its  con- 
venient location. 

We  believe  that  because  we  have 
remained  in  the  community  for 
many  years  we  should  be  able  lo  get 
funds  to  rehab  and  protect  our 
homes  from  intruders. 


DRAFT  REPORT  AVAILABLE 
The  draft  report  and 
recommendations  of  Ihe  SEPAC 
Special  Housing  Committee  are 
available  for  public  comment  and 
review.  Contact  Ihe  SEPAC  office 
(374  Columbus  Ave;  262-4318)  for 
copies  and  details. 


sidies  in  order  to  maintain  50-757( 
of  the  subsidized  units.  Ihe  balance 
being  allocated  to  25-5nV(  market 
units  in  order  to  assure  the  future 
economic  solvency  of  Ihe  projects 
and  to  provide  an  income  mix. 

Housing  policy  in  the  South  End 
has  been  reduced  to  a  political  bat- 
tle between  divergent,  but  not 
necessarily  incompatible,  groups 
within  the  community,  performing 
a  disservice  to  the  community.  The 
diversity  for  which  the  area  is 
known  has  been  abused  as 
different  groups  are  kept  in  a  con- 
stant state  of  controversy  under  a 
"winner  take  all"  atmosphere.  The 
planning  agency  raised  the  level  of 


tension  by  not  mediating  Ihe  situa- 
tion in  a  leadership  capacity  and  by 
adding  ihe  Pine  Street  Inn  reloca- 
tion proposal  to  further  polarize 
and  fragment  the  community. 

Thoughtful  people  and  responsi- 
ble organizations  in  the  South  End 
must  join  together  and  resist  these 
divisive  and  destructive  attempts 
on  our  community.  The  Renewal 
Authority  and  the  City  must  mend 
the  wounds  and  build  up  Ihe  uni- 
queness of  the  South  End  as  a 
mixed  community. 

The  Committee  of 
Citizens  for  a 
Balanced  South  End 


Letter  from  BRA  Director  Robert  Kenney 


Diiiir  Josh: 

(Chnirman,  SEPAC  Housing  Com- 
mitlee) 

]  h,i\i;  ri'vipwnti  Ihe  DrofI  Hous- 
ing RciMiil.  ind  am  imjjre.s.sect  with 
Ihe  linii'  .iiiil  c'I'forl  involved  in  ils 
prcp.ir.iliun.  i-'ur  my  part.  I  look 
forward  lo  ils  conclusion  and  lo  a 
serious  discussion  of  fulure  honsint! 
policies,  particularly  as  Ihey  affecl 
Ihe  South  End, 

While  1  disagree  with,  and  in 
several  instances  object  lo,  some  of 
the   allegedly   factual  statements 


containetl  in  Ihe  draft,  al  this  point 

Ihr.,,,  dili.-i-n-  1'^  ,iri'  of  srrnnd,ir\- 


serves  little,  if  an>,  useful  purpose. 
It  would  seem  to  me  that  Ihe  mosi 
productive  lask  confronting  your 
committee  in  Ihe  weeks  ahead 
should  be  to  focus  yoiu'  energies  on 
Ihe  complex  business  of  recommend- 
ing fulure  housing  policies  and  the 
corresponding  strategies  required 
lo  ensure  their  proper  implemenla- 
tif)n. 


To  this  cnd.  l  think  il  Bssential  the 

S.iulh    f-:n(l   rommwniK  cl.-,irlv 


both  ph\sical  im[)ro\ements  and 
housing  programs  in  the  South  End 
now  represent  pari  of  a  cily-vvide 
allocation,  fn  Ihe  application  for 
federal  funds  under  the  Communi- 
ty Development  Block  Grant 
Program,  the  City  was  required  to 
file  a  Housing  Assistance  Plan.  The 
HAP  conlains  a  city-wide  housing 
policy  formulated  in  response  lo 


What  Is  SEPAC?  (Con'd) 


fCon't  from  p.  1) 

Ihe  questions  raised  and  after  New 
Y(;ar's  the  draft  report  began  to 
take  shape. 

Draft  Report 

The  draft  report  of  Ihe  Special 
Committee  containing  some 
dueled  by  the  SEPAC  staff  both  fru- 
[irnspeclive  caniliilates  and  newh- 
elecled  members  after  the  election. 
The  sessions  will  inclurle  a  descrip- 
lifui  of  Ihe  urban  renewal  jjrocess. 
go\*ernmGntal  .igeneies  and  what 
thev  dt),  housing  programs,  and  the 
hislory  of  SEPAC, 

New  SEPAC  members  will  be 
aided  by  Ihe  work  achieved  by  the 
existing  SEPAC.  This  will  include  a 
detailed  report  on  housing  needs 
with  specific  recommendations  in  a 
variety  of  areas  including  bank  len- 
ding practices  and  City  tax  polity, 
which  will  be  a  helpful  guide  for 
the  next  elected  SEPAC.  SEPAC  is 
also  conducting  an  up-to-date 
analysis  of  the  status  of  the  South 


End  Urban  Renewal  Plan,  looking 
I  at  such  things  as  .what  streets, 
sewers,  and  other  public  im- 
provements remain  to  be  finished 
in  our  community.  The  existing 
SEPAC  will  also  leave  behind  a  set 
of  recommendations  on 
organizational  goals  and  structure, 
based  on  two  years  of  experience, 
which  should  help  provide  some 
orientation  for  new  members. 

How  Effective  Will  SEPAC  Be? 

.SEP.AC  will  only  be  as  strong  or 
cffeetix'e  as  the  members  who  make 
it  up.  SEPAC  will  be  able  lo  deal 
effectively  with  the  threal  to  FHA 
lenanls.  for  example,  only  if  FHA 
tenants  themselves  actively  become 
involved  in  the  SEPAC  elections. 
Funds  to  modernize  Cathedral  can 
be  won  only  if  Cathedral  tenants 
themselves  organize  and  elect 
effective  representatives  on 
SEPAC.  Homeowners  can  get  more 
low-interest  govermment  loans  or 
changes  in  City  tax  policy  only  if 


they  are  organized  and  represented 
on  SEPAC.  For  further  information 
about  SEPAC  or  how  to  run  in  Ihe 
SEPAC  elections,  contact  Michael 
Kane  at  the  SEPAC  Office,  374 
Columbus  Avenue  (262-4318),  or 
Carlos  Diaz  at  the  South  End  Little 
City  Hall, 

How   Much   Time  Will  SEPAC 
Membership  Take? 

In  terms  of  lime.  SEPAC 
members  will  be  expected  to  put  in 
an  average  of  3  to  5  hours  each 
week  for  community  affairs.  This 
includes  regular  SEPAC  and  sub- 
committee meetings,  special 
delegations  to  meet  with  Govern- 
ment officials,  and  attendance  at 
neighborhood  meetings  and  other 
events  to  keep  local  constituencies 
informed  about  SEPAC  and  SEPAC 
informed  about  the  needs  of  local 
neighborhoods.  Interested 
members  amy,  of  course,  spend 
more  time  on  special  projects,  such 
as  helping  to  organize  other  tenants 
in  FHA  developments,  or  in 
leadership  in  SEPAC  itself. 


those  housing  needs  where  the 

,ipplii;alinn  of  limited  resources  can 
|M  ,  idni.i'  llii'  iMli  st  benc^fit.  This 
I,,,  iiniriil  IS  ,r,  .lil.dili'  either  from 
Ihe  Mayor  s  Ulfice  or  the  B.R.A. 
and  should  be  carefully  reviewed 
by  your  committee. 

In  closing,  I  appreciate  Ihe  effort 
made  lo  include  in  the  study  the 
many  diverse  viewpoints  in  the 
South  End.  I  would  urge  you  to  con- 
tinue that  open  forum  process 
through  the  report's  completion. 

Robert  T.  Kenney 

SEPAC  Drafts 
Housing  Policy 

(Con'd)  ffrom  page  one) 

recommendations  was  distributed 
in  March  to  cily  agencies, 
neighborhood  groups  and  com- 
munit\'  orgiinizattons  for  reactions, 
ctjmments.  and  additional 
recommendations.  Al  this  point  a 
number  of  replies  have  been 
received  and  the  balance  are  being 
pursued  by  Ihe  committee  members 
and  staff. 

The  Special  Committee 
wants  individuals  with  opinions  or 
reactions  to  the  issues  raised  to 
write  or  contact  the  SEPAC  office 
374  Columbus  Ave.  (262-4318),  or  in- 
dividual members  of  the  Special 
Committee.  All  the  material 
received  will  be  reviewed  by  the 
Special  Committee  and  considered 
in  the  process  of  creating  the 
Special  Committee's  final  report  to 
the  Mayor,  B.R.A.  and  community. 
Presently  the  goal  for  issuing  the 
final  report  is  early  this  summer. 
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SEPAC  ELECTIONS- JULY  15 

The  Polls  will  be  open  from  8  am  to  8  pm.  You  can  vote  for  9  At  Large  Candidates 

and  2  District  Candidates.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  where  to  vote 
or  eligibility  to  vote,  please  call  SEPAC  (282-4318)  or  the  Little  City  Hail  (267-4010). 
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Your  Candidates  Are: 


AT-LARGE 

George  Adams 
Morreli  Baber 
Robert  Capello 
lames  Chick 
Harry  Dow 
Belly  Gibson 
[ose  Viclor  Gonzalez 
Herbert  Hershfang 
David  Kaufman 
Mark  Manuel 
loe  Park 

Anderson  Rogers 
David  Sprogis 
Marlene  Stevens 
leff  Stonberg 
Henry  Wood 
Hollis  Young 
Herbert  Zeller 

DISTRICT  1 

Charlotte  Kahn 
Roslyn  Watson 
DISTRICT  2 
Katie  Blake 
Philip  Bradley 
Richard  L.  Greenspan 
Bill  Tarnowski 
DISTRICT  3 
Adrian  DuCille 


Felton  Earls 
Joe  Follayttar 
Ena  Harris 
Florence  Moore 
DISTRICT  4 
Barbara  Anderson 
ludith  Furness 
Francis  McMahon 
Richard  Soden 
DISTRICT  5 
Butler  Blakeny 
Myra  McAdoo 
Gloria  Rogers 
Anna  Wong 
DISTRICT  6 
Guilliaem  Aertsen 
Ray  Bronk 
Suze  Campbell 
Dan  Kennedy 
loshua  Young 
DISTRICT  7 
Gordon  Bcrlrand 
Jill  Bertrand 
Clark  Frazier 
Peter  Metz 
DISTRICTS 
Newell  Cook 
Roberta  Ewing 
Gardener  Taft 


DISTRICTS 

Juanda  Drumgold 
Dolores  Washington 
DISTRICT  10 
Donald  Kerr 
Ted  Landsmark 
Arabella  Lyon 
Maria  Morison 
DISTRICT  11 
Larry  Denbow 
Patricia  Quintana 
Daniel  Soltren 
DISTRICT  12 
Ray  Almeida 
Larry lones 
Joe  McCallin 
Frances  Moore 
DISTRICT  13 
Lawrence  Cassie 
John  Fitzgerald 
Ana  Rivera 
Edna  Smith 
DISTRICT  14 
Dick  Bourbeau 
John  Curran 
Alice  Kalil 
OlgaUlchak 
DISTRICT  15 
Anna  Jones 
Corliss  Upchurch 


Quien  Puede    Who  Can 


Voter 


Vote 


Todos  los  residentes  que  tengan 
18  £Uios  de  edad  o  que  tengan  mas 
de  esta  edad,  o  que  vayan  cumplir 
18  anos  para  Noviembre  4  de  1975; 
podran  votar  en  las  elecciones  de 
SEPAC. 

Todas  las  personas  que  no  estan 
registradas  ahora  como  votantes,  se 
les  pedira  que  se  regislren  en  las 
casetas  (donde  se  votara)  (excepto 
para  residentes  no  ciudadanos) 
para  poder  votar  en  las  eleccio  nes 
de  SEPAC. 

Residentes  Que 
No  Son 
Ciudadonos 
Pueden  Votar 

Residentes  con  visa  permanente 
[que  no  pueden  registrarse  como 
votantes),  podran  votar  en  las  elec- 
ciones de  SEPAC.  sin  necesidad  de 
registrarase. 

Ha  bra  Personal 

Que  Habia 
Espanol  en  las 
Casetas  Donde 
Se  Votara 

Tambien  habra  personas 
hispanas  para  registrar  en  las 
caselas. 

Como 
Registrarse 

Residentes  no  registrados  pero 
con  derecho  a  votar;  pueden 
registrarse  rapida  y  sencillamente, 
firmando  una  declaracion  hajo 
jurarnento.  dando  su  nombre  y 
direccion  donde  vive  ahura.  De  esta 
forma,  este  regislro  le  dara  el 
derecho  a  votar.  En  elecciones 
locales  o  nacionales  si  usted  asi  lo 
deseara,  sin  necesidad  de  mas  in- 
formacion  o  identificacion. 

Prueba  de 
Residencia 

Prueba  de  residencia  sera  es- 
lablecida  con  la  lista  maestra  de 
residentes  de  1975.  preparada  por 
el  gobierno  local. 

La  mayoria  de  los  residentes  de 
17  anos  de  edad  o  mayores,  estan  en 
esta  lista.  Aquellas  personas  en  esta 
lisla,  incluyen  do  residentes  que  no 
son  ciudadanos,  no  necesitaran  mas 
prueba  de  identificacion,  para 
[continue  en  la  p.  2] 


All  residents  who  will  be  18  years 
of  age  or  older  by  Nov.  4, 1975,  will 
be  able  to  vote  in  the  SEPAC  elec- 
tions. 

People  who  are  not  now 
registered  as  voters  will  be  re* 
quired  to  register  at  the  SEPAC 
polls  (except  for  resident  aliens)  in 
order  to  vote  in  the  SEPAC  elec- 
tions. 

Resident  Aliens 
Can  Vote 

Resident  aliens  (who  cannot 
register  as  voters)  will  be  able  to 
vole  in  the  SEPAC  elections  without 
reRislering  to  vote. 

How  to  Register 

Eligible  non-registered  residents 
can  register  simply  and  quickly  by 
signing  a  sworn  statement  giving 
your  name  and  address. 

You  will  then  be  able  to  vole  in 
City  or  national  elections,  if  you 
choose  to  do  so,  without  any  further 
information  or  identification  re- 
quired. 

Proof  of 
Residence 

Proof'  of  residence  will  be  es- 
tablished by  the  new  1975  Master 
Residence  List  prepared  by  the  Ci- 
ty. Most  residents  17  and  over  are 
on  this  list.  People  on  this  list,  in- 
cluding aliens,  will  need  no  further 
ID  either  to  register  as  voters  or  to 
vote  in  the  SEPAC  elections. 

Persons  who  do  not  appear  on  the 
1975  Master  List  must  first  register 
to  vote  and  then  produce  at  least 
one  clear  form  of  current  ID  stating 
name  and  address  within  his/her 
SEPAC  election  district  before 
voting  in  the  SEPAC  election. 

fConlinued  on  page  2} 


INSIDE: 

•  SEPAC  Election  District 
■Map  —  p.  12 

•  Candidates:  Platforms 
and  Photos  —  pp.  3-11 


•  Polling  Locations  - 
.  What  is  SEPAC7  - 


-p.  12 
p.  12 


•  lUayor  Changes  Election 
Rules  —  p.  2 


I 


PAGE  TWO  SEP  AC  NEWSLETTER  MAY  1975 


Mayor  Changes  SEPAC  Election  Rules 


Responds  to  Pressure 

Mayor  White  has  changed  the 
ground  rules  of  the  SEPAC  election 
for  the  first  lime  in  response  to 
pressure  from  the  Citizens  Com- 
mittee for  a  Balanced  South  End 
and  others. 

People  voting  in  the  July  15 
SEPAC  election  must  first  register 
as  voters  in  regular  government 
elections  and  then  establish  proof 
of  residence. 

This  two-step  process  marks  a 
change  from  the  three  previous 
SEPAC  elections  where  only  proof 
of  residence  was  required, 

The  Citizens  Committee  for  a 
Balanced  South  End  and  others 
originally  wanted  to  restrict  voting 
in  the  SEPAC  elections  to  people 
already  registered  as  voters.  The 
Mayor's  compromise  position, 
while  restricting  voting  in  the 
SEPAC  elections  to  registered 
voters  only,  allows  those  who  are 
currently  not  registered  to  do  so  at 
the  SEPAC  polls  and  makes  an  ex- 
ception for  legal  aliens. 

Only  about  40%  of  South  End 
residents  17  or  over  are  currently 
registered  as  voters.  Many  poor 
people  and  aliens  are  not  or  cannot 
register. 

Residents 

SEPAC  had  already  published  in 
its  March  Newsletter  that  all 
residents  would  be  able  to  vote  in 
the  July  15  elections  before  the 
Mayor  changed  the  groundrules 
around  June  1. 

"We  printed  "residents"  in  the 
Newsletter  and  on  nomination 
papers  circulated  by  candidates  on 
the  precedent  of  the  last  three  City- 
run  SEPAC  elections,  and  on 
assurances  by  the  Mayor's  Office 
last  spring  that  the  same  standards 
would  apply  this  year,"  stated 
Michael  Kane.  SEPAC  ad- 
ministrator. 

"SEPAC  is  not  an  arm  of  the 
official  government.  It  is  a  grass- 
roots community  organization.  We 
want  to  encourage  broad  resident 
participation,  not  restrict  voting  to  a 
minority  of  relatively  affluent 
residents." 

Kane  said  that  all  residents  are 
affected  by  Urban  Renewal  and 
should  have  a  say  in  the  process 
that  affects  Ihem. 

SEPAC  had  proposed  to  the  Elec- 
tion Department  on  April  10  that 
optional  voter  registration  tables  be 


EDITORIAL  POLICY 

The  SEPAC  Newsletter  is 
published  every  two  months  un- 
der the  terms  of  the  current 
SEPAC  contract  with  the  BRA. 

The  article  stating  guidelines 
and  procedures  for  the  July  15th 
SEPAC  election  was  reviewed 
and  approved  by  the  City  of 
Boston  Election  Department.  In- 
dividual candidates  are  solely 
responsible  for  their  platforms. 

Editorial  supervision  rests 
with  the  SEPAC  staff  and  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  under 
guidelines  adopted  by  SEPAC. 
Unless  otherwise  noted,  all  ar- 
ticles are  prepared  by  the 
SEPAC  staff  subject  to  Executive 
Committee  review. 

Staff  for  this  issue  include 
Judy  Irby,  Nancy  Payton,  and  Jay 
Hogard,  photographs;  and 
Michael  Kane,  SEPAC  Ad- 
ministrator. 


set  up,  for  those  who  wished  to 
register  at  the  SEPAC  polls.  The 
City  rejected  this  suggestion  at  the 
time. 

Election  Committee 

SEPAC  also  appointed  a  non- 
candidate  Election  Committee, 
consisting  mostly  of  non-SEPAC 
members,  lo  set  up  proof  of 
residence  criteria  on  the  assump- 
tion that  voter  registration  would  be 
optional. 

After  several  meetings  with  the 
City,  the  Election  Committee  is 
satisfied  that  the  Election  Depart- 
ment will  provide  adequate  staff  to 
prevent  long  lines  from  developing 
at  the  polls  and  will  conduct  the 
election  in  a  fair,  well-supervised, 
and  impartial  manner  so  as  not  to 
discourage  any  resident  from 
voting. 

Election  Committee  members 
are:  Carlos  Diaz.  Little  City  Hall; 
Alex  Rodriquez;  Ms.  Helen  Mor- 
ton; Royal  Cloyd;  Walter  Wong;  Ms. 
Ruth  Barkiey;  Rev.  Thomas  B. 
Kennedy:  Ron  Geddes;  Marty 
Gopen;  Richard  Hall;  Al  Boer;  Tris 
Blake. 

"Irregularities"  Charged 

"Balanced"  Committee  represen- 
tatives justified  their  call  for 
restrictions  in  the  SEPAC  franchise 
by  charging  that  alleged 
"irregularities"  occurred  in  the 
1973  SEPAC  election,  conducted  by 
the  City  Election  Department. 
Speaking  before  a  June  City  Coun- 
cil hearing,  "Balanced"  Committee 
Co-Chairman  David  Parker  charged 
the  City  Election  Department  with 
allowing  "widespread  fraud"  in  the 
last  SEPAC  election. 

The  hearing  had  been  called  at 
the  "Balanced"  Committee's  re- 
quest by  City  Councillor  Albert 
"Dapper"  O'Neill.  These  charges 
were  echoed  by  Rose  Mehegan  of 
Worcester  Square  and  Alice 
Hucksam,  an  elderly  South  End 
resident. 

Burden  of  Proof 

Martin  Gopen  and  Herbert 
Hershfang  of  the  Ward  4 
Democratic  Committee  spoke  in 
defense  of  the  Election 
Department's  conduct  of  the  elec- 
tion. Gopen,  who  also  spoke  on 
behalf  of  the  SEPAC  Election  Com- 
mittee, pointed  out  that  no  charges 
had  ever  been  filed  about  the  1973 
election,  and  that  allegations  of 
misconduct  had  surfaced  only 
recently. 

Gopen  also  expressed  fear  that 
"long  lines"  could  develop  at  the 
polls  discouraging  the  elderly  and 
poor  from  voting  if  voter  registra- 
tion is  required. 

Hershfang,  an  attorney,  said  that 
the  "fraud"  charges  were  vague 
and  not  specific,  and  that  the 
"burden  of  proof"  is  on  those  mak- 
ing the  charges  to  prove  them,  not 
on  the  Election  Department  or 
SEPAC  to  defend  the  electoral 
process. 

Hershfang  challenged  those 
critical  of  the  1973  elections  to  step 
forward  with  specific  written 
charges  and  make  themselves  ,sub-_ 
ject  to  "the  usual  penalties 
associated  with  making  false 
statements  under  oath." 

Changing  the  Rules 

State  Rep.  Mel  King  spoke  in 
defense  of  SEPAC,  the  Election 
Department,  and  keeping  the  voting 
process  open  to  all  residents.  King 


said  that  what  was  "irregular" 
about  the  1973  SEPAC  election  was 
that  Black  and  Spanish  poor  people 
participated  for  the  first  time  since 
SEPAC  was  founded  in  1969.  King 
said  that  the  conservative  elements 
who  had  dominated  SEPAC  for  four 
years  were  "out-organized"  in  the 
1973  election  and  lost  by  a  2-to-l 
margin.  They  now  want  to  "change 
the  election  rules"  to  benefit  their 
interests.  King  said. 

Quien  Puede 
Votar 

(conlinua  de  la  p.  1) 

registrarse  como  votantes  o  para 

votar  en  las  elecciones  de  SEPAC. 

Las  personas  que  no  aparecen  en 
la  lista  maestra  de  residentes  de 
1975,  deben  primero  registrarse 
para  votar  y  luego  presenter  por  los 
menos  una  forma  clara  de  iden- 
tificacion  que  este  al  corriente, 
declarer  nombre  y  direccion  dentro 
del  distrito  de  SEPAC  que  les  cor- 
responda,  antes  de  votar  en  las 
elecciones  de  SEPAC. 

Formas  acceptables  de  identifica- 
cion  incluyen: 

a.  Licencia  de  manejar  del  esta 
esta  du  de  Mass. 

b.  Recibo  corriente  de,  elec- 
tricidad  gas,  telegono,  etc. 

c.  Tarjeta  de  Welfare 

d.  Tarjeta  de  Food  Stamps 

e.  Tarjeta  de  Credito 

f.  Tarjeta  computarizada  de  la 
Biblioteca  Publica 

g.  Tarjeta  de  Hospital 

h.  Tarjeta  de  Medicare 

i.  Forma  W-2  imprimida 

j.  Identificacion  del  esquela 
k.  Pase  de  ancianos  del  MBTA 
1.  Gontrato  de  renta 

El  Deparlamento  de  Elecciones 
sera  el  unico  juez,  que  podra 
decidir  que  conslituye  una  forma 
de  identificacion  "razonable,"  en 
caso  de  duda,  en  laj  casetas  de  volo. 

Se  aconseja  a  todos  los 
residentes,  incluyendo  personas  ya 
registradas  para  volar,  que  traigan 
consigo  por  los  menos  una  forma 
clara  de  identificacion  declarando 
nombre  y  direccion,  pues  no  hay 
manera  de  saber  por  adelantado,  si 
su  nombre  aparece  o  no  en  la  lista 
maestra  de  residentes. 

Residentaes  Que 

No  Son 
Ciudadanos  Que 
No  Aparecen  en 
la  Lista  Maestra 
de  Residentes 

Residentes  que  no  son 
ciudadanos  que  no  aparecen  en  la 
lista  maestra  de  residentes  de  1975, 
se  les  pedira  que  muestren  la  "tar- 
jeta verde,"  expedida  por  el  Ser- 
vicio  de  Inmigracion  y  Naturaliza- 
cion  del  gubierno  de  los  Estados 
Unidos,  y  otra  prueba  definitiva  de 
identificacion,  declarando  nombre 
y  direccion. 

Voto  en  Ausen- 
cia 

No  podra  emitir  voto  si  esta 


Who  Can  Vote? 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

Acceptable  forms  o-f  proof  will  in-' 
elude: 

a)  Mass.  Drivers  License 

b)  Current,  printed  utility  bill 

c)  Welfare  Card 

d)  Food  Stamps  Card 

e)  Credit  Card 

f)  Computerized  Boston  Public 
Library  Card 

g)  Hospital  Card 

h)  Medicare  Card 

i)  Printed  W-2  form 
j)  School  ID 

k)  Senior  Citizen  MBTA  pass 

1)  Apartment  lease 

The  Election  Department  will  be 
the  sole  judge  of  what  constitutes 
"reasonable"  proof  of  identifica- 
tion in  the  case  of  any  doubt  at  the 
polls. 

It  is  advisable  for  all  residents, 
including  registered  voters,  to  bring 
with  them  at  least  one  clear  ID 
stating  name  and  address  since 
there  is  no  sure  way  of  knowing  in 
advance  whether  you  are  on  the 
Master  Residence  List. 

Resident  Aliens 
Not  on  Master 
Residence  List 

Resident  aliens  who  do  not 
appear  on  the  1975  Master 
Residence  List  will  be  required  to 
show  their  "green  card"  issued  by 
the  U.S.  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  and  one 
other  definitive  form  of  ID  stating 
name  and  address. 

Absentee  Ballots 

There  will  be  no  absentee  ballots. 

Recount 
Petitions  and 
Challenged 
Voters 

Recount  petitions  must  be  ob- 
tained from  and  filed  with  Board  of 
Election  Commissioners,  Room  241, 
City  Hall. 

Recount  petitions  must  be  filed 
by  5  pm  on  July  18, 1975. 

Voter  challenges  must  adhere  to 
existing  election  laws,  and  each 
challenge  must  be  sustained  before  ' 
the  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners by  5  pm  on  luly  18, 1975. 

Poll  Watchers 

Poll  watchers  will  be  allowed 
within  the  polling  place.  No  more 
than  one  poll  watcher  will  be 
allowed  for  each  candidate  at  any 
point  in  time.  Poll  watchers  may  not 
engage  in  any  campaigning  and  will 
not  be  allowed  to  ask  for  or  ex- 
amine the  identification  of  any  per- 
son voting. 

A  candidate  may  request  poll 
watchers  at  a  particular  location  by 
delivering  a  letter  to  the  Election 
Department  up  to  and  including  the 
day  of  the  election. 

There  can  be  no  leafletting  or 
campaigning  within  polling  places. 
Leafletting  or  other  forms  of  cam- 
paigning must  be  carried  out  at  a 
"reasonable  distance"  from  the  en- 
trance lo  voting  locations  and  must 
not  constitute  a  public  nuisance. 

Elections  held  by  other  communi- 
ty groups  on  [uly  15, 1975  will  not  be 
allowed  in  the  same  buildings 
where  polling  places  are  located  for 
the  SEPAC  elections, 
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SEPAC  CANDIDA  TES 


At  Large  Candidates 


SEPAC  elections  fpr  me  and 
Ihe  eight  other  At  Large  can- 
rUdates  running  with  me  on 
Ihe  South  End  United  Slate. 


GEORGE  ADAMS 
42  Warwick  Street 

1  pledge  to  continue  in  my 
efforts  to  see  that  the  BRA 
and  the  City  provide  the  ser- 
vices and  programs 
promised  to  the  people  of  the 
Soulh  End.  It  is  my  commit- 
ment to  see  that  the  com- 
munity receives  better  water 
service,  streets  and  side- 
walks, lighting,  parks  and 
schools  etc.  But  it  is  even 
more  important  to  insure 
that  present  South  End 
homeowners  and  tenants 
have  decent  housing  at  rent 
levels  they  can  afford  so  that 
they  will  be  the  beneficiaries 
of  the  amenities.  I  have  been 
active  on  the  present  SEPAC 
in  working  against  dis- 
criminating bank  "red 
lining"  practices  (refusal  to 
lend  money  in  certain  areas). 
It  is  important  to  make  it 
possible  for  elderly,  low  and 
moderate  income  residents 
to  be  able  to  secure  the 
necessary  financing  for 
home  purchase  or  rehabilita- 
tion. I  urge  that  you  support 
my  candidacy  and  that  of  the 
other  eight  At  Large  can- 
didates who  are  running 
with  me  on  the  South  End 
United  Slate. 


ROBERT  A.  CAPPELLO 
81  Montgomery  Street 

As  a  SEPAC  represen- 
tative, I  will  be  most  con- 
cerned with  improving  South 
End  housing  needs  both 
public  and  private  without 
destroying  or  unnecessarily 
burdening  any  one  par- 
ticular neighborhood. 

The  permanent  non-tran- 
sient Soulh  Ender  (home- 
owner and  apartment  dwel- 
ler) should  be  protected 
from  radical  changes  in  the 
existing  social  fabric.  Alco- 
holic centers,  drug  clinics, 
and  massive  badly  built  low 
income  housing  should  be 
seriously  scrutinized  before 
being  incorporated  into  any 
neighborhood. 

The  organizations  and 
monies  available  must  be 
used  to  upgrade  and  main- 
tain [on  a  long  term  basis) 
the  existing  housing  and 
businesses. 

No  South  Ender  should  be 
displaced  or  relocated  due  to 
building  demolition  and/or 
conversion  for  commercial 
uses. 

The  South  End  must 
become  a  stable,  viable,  and 
improved  HOME  FOR 
EVERYONE. 


prii\.  ing  fur  all  the  rosiiicnts? 

I  want  In  see  an  end  In 
massive  low  income  projecls. 
Instead  of  projecls.  tow  and 
moderate  i ncome  irrrfiplc 
should  have  a  reni  voucher 
program  so  that  they  can 
rent  modern  apartments 
wherever  ihey  choose.  I 
want  lo  see  a  homesleading 
program  to  fix  up  our  old 
houses  and  give  people  a 
chance  lo  own  their  homes.  I 
will  work  for  better  police 
protection,  more  neighbor- 
hood stores  and  shops,  parks, 
improved  trash  collection, 
and  street  and  sidewalk 
repair. 


low-middle  income  tenancy. 

Business  and  shops: 
(Create  walk-lo-work  jobs. 
r)(n'el()])menl  of  street  level 
shops  and  offices  must  be  en- 
couraged lo  provide  these 
walk-to-work  jobs. 

Ethnic  and  Economic  Mix 
in  the  central  city  which  we 
are  proving,  must  be  main- 
tained with  our  leadership. 

You  can  count  on  being 
represented  by  me.  In  the 
first  two  SEPAC's  my  atten- 
dance record  was  2nd  best  of 
the  whole  membership. 
When  1  accept  an  office  or  a 
community  committee 
membership,  it  is  a  serituis 
commitment,  and  you  can 
count  on  mv  services. 


MORELL  BABER 
71  Camden  Street  (ROXSE) 

As  a  SEPAC  Represen- 
tative for  the  past  two  years, 
I  have  learned  a  great  deal 
about  the  way  the  city 
government  works.  I  offer 
you  a  renewed  commitment 
to  respond  to  the  desperate 
needs  of  this  community. 

I  have  seen  and  dealt  with 
the  forces  we  are  up  against 
in  terms  of  decent  F.H.A. 
housing,  the  food  stamp 
program,  urban  renewal, 
and  rights  for  poor  people.  I 
have  faith  that  we  will  even- 
tually be  successful  in  ob- 
taining our  rights  and  the 
community  services  that  we 
need. 

We  need  to  register  our 
people  to  vole  and  to  have  as 
much  representation  as  we 
can  in  local  government. 

Come  out  and  vote  in  the 


HARRY  DOW 
385  Shawmut  Avenue 

I  seek  reelection  as  a 
member  At-large  to  SEPAC. 
The  responsibility  is 
awesome,  requiring  an  enor- 
mous expenditure  of  lime 
and  energy,  tremendous 
research  and  self-education 
to  acquire  the  know-how  and 
expertise  to  render  just  and 
equitable  decisions.  For  that 
reason.  I  had  not  intended  lo 
seek  another  term,  but  I  find 
that  many  members  of  the 
SEPAC  whose  terms  are 
about  to  expire  are  of  like 
mind.  Our  family  has  been 
resident  in  the  South  End  for 
nigh  three-quarters  of  a  cen- 
tury. In  my  desire  to  serve 
and  improve  the  South  End 
for  the  community  and  to 
prevent  insidious  forces 
from  altering  it  to  their  own 
selfish  interests,  and  being 
professionally  inactive  for 
almost  the  last  two  decades 
and  with  the  time  available 
to  continue,  I  deem  it  a  duty 
and  obligation  rather  than 
retirement  to  seek  reelection 
together  with  the  South  End 
United  Slate  who  have  a 
similar  public  interest. 


JAMES  J.  CHICK 
468  Shawmut  Avenue 

The  salvation  of  the  South 
End  has  been  a  long  and 
hard  fight.  We  have  come  to 
a  point  in  the  fight  which  is 
going  lo  decide  Ihe  future  of 
the  South  End  for  many 
years  to  come.  The  next  two 
year  SEPAC  term  will  be  the 
most  crucial  in  the  entire 
history  of  the  South  End. 

Is  the  South  End  doomed 
to  decay?  Doomed  to  become 
a  sprawling  ramshackle  ghet- 
to due  to  incompetence  on 
the  part  of  SEPAC  members? 
Or  can  we  rescue  it  and 
make  it  a  heallhy.  vibrant, 
growing  community  in  which 
the  quality  of  life  is  im- 


JOSE  VICTOR  GONZALEZ 
618  Tremont  Street 

As  president  of  IBA 
(Spanish  Community).  I  have 
worked  for  new  low  rent 
housing,  social  services  and 
amenities  to  support  tenant 
needs,  new  recreation  areas, 
and  a  community  security 
program.  It  is  most  important 
for  the  Spanish-speaking  and 
all  Soulh  End  residents  to  be 
able  lo  have  a  decent  home 
in  the  Soulh  End  at  rents 
they  can  afford.  We  have 
proven  in  our  community 
that  new  housing  can  be  at- 
tractive, well-built,  and  well- 
managed.  which  are 
guidelines  I  intend  to  follow 
on  the  SEPAC  if  elected.  1 
urge  your  support  of  the 
South  End  United  Siate  can- 
didates who  are  running 
with  me  for  election  lo  Ihe 
SEPAC  as  At  Large  represen- 
tatives. 

Como  presidente  de  LB. A., 
yo  he  trabahado  por  nuevas 
viviendas,  servicios  sociales. 
areas  de  recreo  y  un  pro- 
grama  de  seguridad  para 
la  comunidad.  Lo  mas  impor- 
tante  es  que  la  comunidad 
hispana  y  todos  los  res- 
identes  del  South  End 
lenga  un  aparlamenio 
decente.  Yo  necesito  su  volo 
y.  por  favor,  vole  por  los 
otros  ocho  candidalos  cor- 
riendo  conmigo  en  el  Soulh 
End  United  Slate.  


A  Harvard  lawyer. 
Herbert  Hershfang  has  a 
long-standing  and  continuing 
interest  in  housing  matters  as 
well  as  other  urban  con- 
cern.s.  He  drafted  the  Stale 
Sanitary  Code's  Minimum 
Housing  Standards  and. 
while  Chairman  of  the 
Boston  Branch  of  NAACP.  he 
helped  draft  our  Rent 
Receivership  and  Rent 
Withholding  Laws.  I.asI  year 
ho  represenled  SEPAC 
vvith{uil  charge  in  a  law  suit 
against  the  Boston  Re- 
de velopmeni  Authority 
whosf!  purpose,  which  was 
accomplished,  was  to  gel  the 
BRA  In  board  up  and  clean 
u[)  its  many  Soulh  End  va- 
cant buildings  and  other 
parcels. 

In  olher  areas  of  communi- 
ly  interest,  he  served  on  the 
Board  of  Ihe  United  South 
End  Settlements  and 
currently  serves  as  a  counsel 
lo  the  Cily-Wide  Education 
Coalition.  He  is  a  director  of 
ihe  Boston  Legal  Aid  Society 
with  which  the  Boston  Legal 
Assistance  Project  is  soon  to 
be  merged, 

A  long-lime  resident  of 
Boston,  he  and  his  wife.  Ann, 
moved  to  the  Soulh  End  after 
they  purchased  an  aban- 
doned building  in  1965.  They 
have  two  girls.  Rachel.  7, 
now  at  Ihe  Bancroft  School 
and  jennifer,  4.  about  to 
enter  public  school,  loo. 

Herbert  Hershfang.  a 
member  of  the  South  End 
United  Slate,  views  the  Slate 
.  as  a  constructive  force  in  the 
Soulh  End  and  urges  your 
support  for  the  nine  slate 
candidates,  in  addition,  he 
feels  il  important  for  his 
children,  friends  and 
neighbors  lo  know  that  even 
men  should  become  active  in 
public  life. 


BETTY  GIBSON 
530  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Housing:  Operate  owner- 
occupied  licensed  lodging 
house  (the  backbone  of  low 
income  housing  for  cen- 
turies) for  12  to  18  occupants, 
well  maintained  since  1963 
acquisition.  Manage  the 
Chester  with  90%  of  the 
apartments  in  the  low  and 


HERBERt  HERSHFANG 
64  W.  Rutland  Square 


DAVID  P.  KAUFMAN 
98  W.  Concord  Street 

The  next  two  years  will  be 
critical  in  determining  the 
future  of  the  Soulh  End.  The 
past  two  years  were  critical 
also  —  hopefully  we  can 
undo  some  of  the  negative 
developments  resulting  from 
a  SEPAC  I  found  unrespon- 
sive to  real  needs.  As  a  result 
of  ideologues  on  the  ram- 
page, bent  only  on.  the  un- 
furling of  their  own  rhetoric, 
we  have  ended  up  with  an 
allegedly  neighborhood  ap- 
proved and  expanded  Pine 
Street  Inn.  You  have  heard 
the  circular  logic  which  man- 
dates the  South  End  as  the 
only  suitable  home  for 
vagrant  alcoholics  even  at 
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the  expense  of  desperalely 
needed  commercial  develop- 
ment "because  they  already 
are  in  the  area." 

As  a  long  time  resident  and 
social  worker  in  the  South 
End.  I  know  there  is  consen- 
sus regarding  the  desire  for  a 
clean,  safe  neighborhood 
complete  with  urban 
amenities  (stores,  markets, 
theaters,  restaurants)  taken 
for  granted  in  other  areas  of 
the  city.  These  very  basic 
needs  transcend  class  — 
something  that  self-serving 
poverty  pimps  would  deny  in 
the  relentless  pursuit  of  their 
own  egos.  We  must  stop 
these  attempts  at  turning 
what  is  a  unique  and  diverse 
community  into  a  bankrupt 
no  man's  land  of  ill  thought 
and  defaulted  people  silos 
with  the  resultant  erosion  o'' 
the  self  esteem  of  us  all. 

This  is  a  very  real  trend  — 
it  is  not  loo  late  lo  reverse  it. 


nn  Til 
MARK  O.  MANUEL 
405  Columbus  Avenue 

As  a  resident  in  a  FHA 
Housing  Project,  which  is 
currently  experiencing  the 
traumas  of  "foreclosure."  I 
am  accutely  aware  of  the 
various  anxieties  and  the 
myriad  of  problems 
associated  with  FHA  Hous- 
ing residency.  As  an  elected 
SEPAC  member.  I  will  be 
prepared  to  struggle,  in 
order  to  assure  FHA 
residents,  that  the  Federal. 
State,  and  City  offices  live  up 
to  their  commitments  lo  ur- 
ban renewal. 

As  a  SEPAC  member  in  the 
community  At  Large,  I  am 
prepared  to  support  SEPAC's 
position  in  its  struggle  to  help 
tenants  avoid  suffering  the 
unfair  burden  of  'rent  hikes' 
lo  accommodate  the  "sky- 
rocketing' utility  costs. 

As  a  member  of  the  South 
End  United  Slate  1  en- 
courage all  South  Enders  to 
support  our  slate  which  is 
truly  representative  of  the 
South  End. 


Member  of  Ellis  Neigh- 
borhood Association. 

Among  the  main  issues 
confronting  South  End 
residents  are  the  develop- 
ment of  housing  and  the 
development  and  implemen- 
tation of  social  services. 

SEPAC  has  the  authority  to 
control  new  construction  and 
demolition  of  property.  1  will 
take  a  firm  stand  on  any  new 
building  unless  properly 
financed  and  will  oppose  in- 
discriminate demolition  par- 
ticularly if  it  involves 
historic  land  marks.  Uses  of 
vacant  land  must  be  looked 
at  especially  development  of 
|)arks  and  playgrounds. 

One  cannot  deny  the  need 
for  social  services  such  as 
the  Pine  Street  Inn  and  the 
methadone  clinic,  but  before 
1  can  vote  for  such  agencies 
opening  in  the  South  End.  all 
necessary  steps  not  to  make 
it  a  blight  on  our  community 
belter  have  been  taken.  As  of 
now  I  oppose  the  Pine  Street 
Inn  moving  to  Bristol  Street 
unless  ihe  Mayor,  the  Pine 
Street  Board  and  the  BRA 
take  certain  precautions  lo 
make  the  neighborhood  safe 
and  close  bars  on  Washing- 
ton and  Tremont  Streets. 

I  will  make  every  effort  to 
find  out  the  community's 
feeling  on  all  imporlant  sub- 
jects and  will  vole  on  all 
issues  based  on  my  findings 
and  my  conscience. 


lOSEPH  F.  PARK  |R. 
23  Gray  Street 

Employed  —  First 
National  Bank  of  Boston  in 
Financial  Analysis;  Residt;nl 
of  the  South  End  for  eight  (8) 
years.  Communily  Activities 
—  Member  of  the  Pine  Street 
tnn  Task   Force.  Active 


and  also  hinder  our  streets 
being  cleaned. 

(4)  A  ma)or  stepped  up 
security  program  for  all 
areas  in  South  End,  our 
streets  must  be  made  safe 
again. 

(5)  Good  housing  for  all  .  .  ■ 

No  congesled  housing  or  any 
one  ethnic  group  in  any  area 
.  .  .  We  must  remain  a  fully 
integrated  community  .  .  . 
Integrate  the  neighborhoods 
and  this  will  produce  in- 
tegrated schools. 

Living  together,  sharing 
together,  we'll  grow  together. 
This  is  the  true  and  real 
democratic  process  which 
makes  us  "The  United 
States,"  as  I  see  it. 


ANDERSON  ROGERS 
2-B  Emerald  Court.  Castle 
Square 

My  main  concern,  is.  as 
always,  a  better  South  End 
for  us  all  lo  live  in  and  share 
in  ...  we  have  worked  hard 
towards  this  goal  in  the  past 
and  will  conlinue  to  do  so  in 
the  future.  1  ask  for  your  vote 
lo  help  me  achieve  this. 

The  issues  I  feel  lop  priori- 
ty are: 

[1]  Pine  Street  inn  . .  .  Too 
large  a  facility  and  too  big  a 
magnet  fur  an\'  one  area.  ITs 
a  ci  l\'-\vi[le  prolilem  and 
should  hi!  shiircd  by  all  com- 
miinilifjs.  Ihe  Soulh  End  inusl 
be  I  a  k  (!  n  off  "dumping 
ground"  list  .  .  .  We  must  in- 
sist on  full  recognition  as  a 
viable  community,  and 
neighborhoods  wi Ih  \'ery 
much  concerned  r+^sidents. 
The  day  has  arrived  lo 
removi!  Ihe  label  .  .  .  "Slums 
and  ghellos"  dump  all  trash 
in  lh(!  South  Enil. 

(2)  Traffic  patterns 
thruughoul  Ihe  Siiulh  End 
and  around  Caslle  Stpiare 
.  .  .  plans  miisl  be  closely 
watched  now  and  changed  if 
needed,  not  when  it's  too 
late. 

{3|  Car  lagging.and  towing. 

especially  of  out  of  town  cars 
that  take  our  parking  spaces 


End.  A  specific  area  of  in- 
terest is  my  concern  that  Ur- 
ban Renewal  or  Revenue 
Sharing  funds  will  benefit  all 
segments  of  the  community 
and  not  just  a  handful. 

I  am  deeply  committed  to 
improve  living  conditions 
for  tenants  in  housing 
developments  throughout 
Ihe  South  End.  including  the 
Cathedral  Development, 
Methunion.  Roxse  and  other 
developments. 

I  hope  that  my  children, 
who  are  third  generation 
South  Enders.  will  benefit 
from  the  new  South  End  as  I 
did  when  growing  up  here. 
My  positive  childhood  in- 
cluded South  End  people 
sharing  in  a  multi-ethnic  en- 
vironment. I  hope  that  my 
and  all  children  wijl  have 
that  same  experience. 

As  a  member  of  the  South 
End  United  Slate.  I  will  work 
with  the  olher  candidates 
from  the  Cathedral  District, 
Edna  Smilh,  and  Ana  Rivera, 
lo  give  public  housing 
tenants  a  strong  voice  on  the 
next  elected  SEPAC. 


DAVID  SPROGIS 
184  West  Brookline  Street 

Social  issues  are  indeed 
important  and  Urban 
Renewal  clearly  relates  to 
them.  However,  the  purpose 
of  Ihe  Urban  Renewal  Law 
was  to  revitalize,  repair  and 
replace  that  which  the  older 
cities  could  not  afford  to  do 
without  financial  assistance 
from  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. After  9  years  of  actual 
execution  and  about  $90 
million  dollars  we  have  very 
little  to  show  for  it.  What 
there  is,  is  shameful. 
Neighbors  fighting  with  each 
other.  Subsidized  housing 
projects  in  bankruptcy.  A 
minor  amount  of  the  un- 
derground services  replaced. 
Continuous  excavation  of 
streets  without  any  indica- 
tion of  rhyme  or  reason.  The 
money  and  lime  are  gone 
forever  [CDRS  funds  are  a 
new  program) .  The  com- 
munity has  not  been  served. 
Granted  SEPAC  should 
protect  the  PEOPLE,  but  has 

it? 


all,  better  parks  and  garbage 
collection,  safe  streets,  and 
fair  banking  practices,  but  I 
bring  with  my  candidacy  a 
willingness,  to  do  work  and 
to  vote  toward  those  goals.  I 
will  use  my  skills  as  an 
architect  to  preserve  both 
the  ethnic  and  economic  mix 
along  with  the  brick  bow 
front  environment  that  first 
brought  me  and  my  family  to 
the  South  End  11  years  ago. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  SEPAC 
truly  representative  of  a/J 
the  people  in  our  community 
I  urge  that  you  also  vote  for 
the  other  eight  At-Large  can- 
didates on  the  South  End 
United  Slate. 


JEFFREY  STONBERG 
57  Chandler  Street 

The  South  End  faces  a  dif- 
ficult year.  Joblessness  is 
widespread.  Federal  aid  is 
being  cut  back.  The  social 
and  economic  needs  in  our 
community  are  greater  than 
ever. 

We  need  to  work  harder 
than  ever  to  determine  our 
own  priorities  in  the  Soulh 
End  community  and  lobby 
effectively  for  the  resources 
to  get  the  job  done.  The 
South  End  is  my  home.  In  the 
past  I  have  put  my  extensive 
knowledge  of  housing  and 
urban  renewal  process  to 
work  for  my  community.  I 
look  forward  to  the  oppor- 
tunity of  serving  as  an  effec- 
ti\'e  communily  advocate  as 
a  member  of  SEPAC. 


MS.  MARLENE  STEPHENS 
10  E.  Brookline  Street 

As  a  life  long  resident  of 
Ihi'  South  End  and  mother  of 
six  children,  1  have  been  ac- 
tive in  ihe  Furniture  Store 
(La  Meul)leria|,  Ihe  South 
End  Health  Clinic.  Ihe 
Sl(H-(!fr(inl  Learning  Center 
and  .1  ni  presiinlly  ihe 
chairperson  of  the  Calheclral 
Tenants'  Task  I'luxe. 

With  I  h  i  s  extensive 
l)ackgr()imd  in  local /com- 
munily affairs.  I  .shall  be  con- 
cerned with  Ihe  total  South 


MOLLIS  YOUNG 
159  W.  Newton  Street 

When  my  husband  and  I 
moved  to  the  South  End  12 
years  ago,  we  were  the  se- 
cond professional  white 
family  on  the  block.  Now 
that  group  is  in  the  majority, 
and  I  am  concerned  about 
Ihe  prospects  of  the  long- 
time residents.  In  the  future  I 
hope  that  the  many  different 
interest  groups  in  our  com- 
munity can  work  together 
toward  a  social,  racial  and 
economic  mix  with  which  we 
all  can  work  and  live  comfor- 
tably. With  this  goal  in  mind. 
I  am  one  of  a  number  of  peo- 
ple who  represent  varied 
backgrounds  and  points  of 
view  running  together  as  a 
"slate  '  (The  South  End 
United  Slale)for  the  at-large 
SEPAC  seats.  I  urge  that  you 
vote  for  me  and  the  eight 
other  "At-Large"  candidates 
on  the  South  End  United 
Slate.  As  a  homeowner  and 
landlady  my  interest  will  be 
particularly  focused  on  hous- 
ing and  its  direct  and  in- 
direct influence  on  our  com- 
munity. But  it  is  important  to 
recognize  that  other  com- 
munity needs  demand  atten- 
tion. I  hope  that  my  training 
as  a  lawyer  as  well  as  my 
pasi  work  in  South  End 
Schools  and  our  neigh- 
borhood associations  will  be 
helpful. 


HENRY  A.  WOOD 
24  Rutland  Square 

SEPAC  has  become,  and 
shouUl  remain,  the  voice  of 
the  people  in  the  South  End. 
Its  powers  are  real  and  in- 
creasing and  its  membership 
must  be  both  represenlative 
and  responsible. 

SEPAC  by  itself  cannot 
guarantee  decent  housing  for 


HERBERT  ZELLER 
138  W.  Concord  Street 

1  support  racialh  and 
economicalh'  mixed  housing 
that  is  aesthetically  pleasing 
and  financially  viable. 

Good  planning  and  com* 


mon  sense  dictate  that  the 
South  End  should  not  con- 
tinue to  act  as  the  conscience 
of  Boston.  We  must  house 
our  own,  but  should  not  be 
asked  to  house  the  needy  of 
Greater  Boston.  

DISTRICT  1 

(Includes:  Saranac, 
New  Castle  Court, 
Piano  Craft  Guild, 

ROXSE  Tower, 
Camden  St.  ROXSE 
Wing) 
VOTE  AT: 
Housing  Project  Base- 
ment, rear  575  Shaw- 
mut  Ave.  (enter  from 
Camden  St.) 


CHARLOTTE  KAHN 
225  Northampton  Street 

As  a  representative  of 
□  istrici  1.  I  will  help  to  form 
a  coalition  of  all  groups  in 
the  area  while  respecting  the 
cultural  heritage,  needs  and 
lifestyles  of  each.  1  will  use 
our  collective  strength  (o 
protect  our  righls  and  in- 
terests, if  and  when  they  are 
threatened  by  those  who 
seek  to  divide  the  people,  to 
exploit  us,  or  to  control  our 
lives. 

I  will  do  all  1  can  to  insure 
good  housing,  to  fight  unjust 
rent  increases,  to  create  play 
space  and  activities  for  the 
many  children  in  our  district, 
to  set  up  local  food  and  job 
coops,  and  (o  promote  com- 
munity discussion  and  par- 
ticipation. I  hope  this  will 
lead  to  good  strong  solutions 
to  any  problems  we  may 
face. 

We  may  not  have  a  lot  of 
money  in  District  1,  but  we 
have  each  other,  and  many 
skills,  trouble  and  ideas  to 
work  out  and  share,  

ROSYLN  WATSON 
791  Tremont  Street 

District  One  has  been  a 
forgotten  area  and  has  not 
gotten  its  fair  share  in  South 
End  Urban  Renewal.  There 
are  a  lot  more  residents  in 
this  district  now.  than  in  re- 
cent years,  since  the 
development  of  Piano  Craft 
Guild  (where  1  live),  the 
Saranac  and  New  Castle 
buildings  on  Columbus  and 
the  buildings  on  Mass.  Ave. 


above  Columbus.  We  should 
all  band  together  with  the 
long-time  residents  to  make 
our  feelings  heard.  We  now 
have  enough  votes  to  make  a 
difference. 

Our  district  needs  better 
street  lighting,  traffic  con- 
trol, regular  street  cleaning, 
street  repair,  more 
children's  play  areas  and 
sidewalks  which  are  more 
than  cracked  concrete  with 
asphalt  patches.  I  want  to 
work  for  these  things. 

I  support  additional  low 
and  moderate  income  hous- 
ing in  all  parts  of  the  South 
End.  Residents  of  the 
neighborhood  should  not 
have  to  move  because  they 
can't  afford  high  rents.  New 
residents  with  less  money 
must  also  be  able  to  make 
their  homes  here. 

I  also  support  the  South 
End  United  Slate  of  At-Large 
candidates.  If  elected,  we 
will  work  together  to  insure 
that  the  South  End  remain 
the  alive  place  it  is  for  all 
people, 

DISTRICT  2 

Includes  Claremond 
neighborhood,  part  of 
Mass.  Ave,  755  Tre- 
mont. 
VOTE  AT: 
New  Hope  Baptist 
Church,  Corner  W. 
Concord  St.  and  Tre- 
mont. 


my  ability. 

In  the  past  few  years  I 
have  seen  a  spreading  use  of 
fear  tactics  and  watched  dis- 
sension grow  to  extreme 
proportions.  As  your 
representative  I  will  work  to 
bring  the  community  back 
together.  I  will  help  to  make 
SEPAC  a  place  where  all 
groups  can  work  together  to 
bring  more  and  better  ser- 
vices to  the  South  End  and 
make  the  community  a  better 
place  for  us  all  to  live. 

1  support  the  South  End 
United  Slate  and  Phil 
Bradley  as  the  other  district 
representative.  1  am  confi- 
dent that  we  can  work 
together  to  bring  about  the 
necessary  changes  and 
provide  the  representation 
needed  in  the  district  and  in 
the  entire  community.  
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Blake,  who  is  running  with 
me  to  represent  District  2. 
and  the  South  End  United 
Slate  (At  l,arge|.  


PHILIP  BRADLEY 


KATHLEEN  BLAKE 
4  Rutland  Square 

Kathleen  Blake,  mother, 
homeowner,  ten  year  resi- 
dent of  the  South  End. 
former  social  worker,  and 
presently  Personnel  Director 
at  SNAP. 

I  feel  a  strong  commitment 
to  the  South  End  community 
as  is  evidenced  in  my  work 
with  the  Blackslone  School 
Council.  South  End 
Interagency,  and  the  South 
End  Community  Health 
Center,  1  have  worked  with 
the  South  End  Drug  Council, 
and  was  an  active  member  of 
CAUSE  which  helped  to 
bring  about  the  formation  of 
SEPAC. 

City-wide  I  was  a  founding 
board  member  of  the  New 
School  for  Children;  ap- 
pointed to  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee for  the  Ambulatory 
Unit  at  B.U.  Mental  Health; 
and  1  was  previously  a 
liaison  through  SNAP  with 
the  Department  of  Labor. 

If  I  am  elected  to  bEPAC,  I 
will  try  to  bring  about  more 
opportunity  for  community 
involvement  and  represent 
my  constituents  fairly, 
honestly,  and  to  the  best  of 


One  Concord  Square 

As  a  SEPAC  Represen- 
tative from  District  2  for  tour 
years,  1  have  given  effective 
representation  to  my  district 
in  a  number  of  ways:  sup- 
ported the  renovation  of  va- 
cant and  burned  out 
buildings  in  the  TDC  II  Pro- 
ject for  low  and  moderate  in- 
come families:  supported  the 
new  park  and  recreation 
area  being  built  behind  the 
Union  Methodist  Church; 
supported  new  housing  for 
the  elderly  including  755 
Tremont  Street:  served  on 
the  committee  studying 
solutions  to  the  Infill  Hous- 
ing "mess"  (still  to  be 
resolved):  supported 
SEPAC's  study  to  determine 
the  effects  of  upcoming  Tre- 
mont St,  and  Columbus  Ave. 
street  improvements  on 
small  businesses  and 
homeowners  (a  serious  issue 
for  the  new  SEPAC):  and 
worked  directly  to  help  get 
additional  low  interest  (312) 
loan  money  for  South  End 
homeowners. 

Although  I  have  and  do 
support  all  of  the  needed 
amenities,  better  streets, 
sidewalks,  parks,  lighting, 
shopping  facilities  etc..  the 
key  question  remains. 
"Amenities  for  whom?" 
There  must  be  a  continued 
commitment  on  the  part  of 
SEPAC  and  city  officials  to 
see  that  current  South  End 
residents  are  not  forced  out 
of  the  community  by  in- 
creasing rentals,  foreclosure, 
conversion  to  private  market 
uses,  BRA  relocation  or  other 
causes.  If  reelected  to  repre- 
sent my  district,  I  will  con- 
tinue to  fight  for  these  im- 
provements and  to  guarantee 
that  current  South  End 
residents  will  be  able  to  live 
here  to  enjoy  them.  I  also 
urge  your  support  for  Katie 


RICHARD  GREENSPAN 
37  Rutland  Square 

I  want  to  represent  all  the 
residents  of  District  Two  in- 
cluding tenants,  owners,  and 
business  people.  You  have 
many  different  needs  that 
can  be  served  by  the  SEPAC 
that  are  not  yet  being  heard 
by  them.  I  will  speak  for  you 
at  committee  meetings,  and 
pledge  to  improve  on  their 
past  record  of  informing  you 
about  what  is  going  on. 

I  am  especially  interested 
in  better  housing  for  our  peo- 
ple. I'd  like  to  see  an  affir- 
mative plan  to  give  priority 
to  displaced  residents  who 
wish  to  return  to  the  South 
End.  I  favor  an  Urban 
Homestead  plan,  prompt 
resolution  to  the  infill  mess, 
and  subsidies  for  resident 
owners  to  let  them  rent  more 
apartments  at  affordable 
rents. 

We  should  improve  on  the 
supervision  for  school 
children  who  must  cross 
Mass.  Avenue,  continue  to 
improve  our  street  lighting, 
and  development  of  parks 
and  tot  lots.  Finally,  I  believe 
that  the  city  should  use  the 
incentives  it  has  available  to 
encourage  consumer  busi- 
nesses to  expand  or  to  move 
into  our  community. 
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presumably  desirable 
economic  and  social  reasons. 

Any  extension  of  these 
policies  with  their  conse- 
quent narrowing  of  the  tax 
base  (and  thereby  the  poten- 
tial of  income  for  the  city) 
can  lead  only  to  further 
skyrocketing  of  property  tax- 
es (and.  of  course,  rents), 
deterioration  of  city  services, 
or  more  likely,  a  combina- 
tion of  both. 

Looking  realistically  at 
current  economic  conditions 
in  this  city,  state,  and  country 
as  well  as  the  trend  toward 
political  conservatism,  it  is 
the  sheerest  fantasy  to  ex- 
pect, and  a  blatant  hoax  to 
lead  others  to  expect,  an 
endless  stream  of  "state" 
and  "federal"  money  to  sub- 
sidize Boston  and  her  good 
but  naive  intentions. 

In  general,  I  favor  such 
disposition  of  housing  stock 
or  vacant  land  whose  use 
will  generate  the  maximum 
tax  revenue.  Some  vacant 
land  should  be  allocated  for 
activities  which  might 
reasonably  be  expected  to  be 
desirable  to  the  majority  of 
citizens,  for  example  parks 
and  playgrounds. 


DISTRICTS 

Includes  Methunion, 

Cosmopolotan 
neighborhood,  part  of 
Ellis. 
VOTE  AT: 
George  Bancroft 
School,  Appleton 
Street. 


WILLIAM  M.  TARNOWSKI 
36  Rutland  Square 

I  support  the  "condo- 
minium -  homestead"  ap- 
proach as  the  most  real- 
istic method,  economical- 
ly, for  disposition  of  the  ap- 
proximately 200  South  End 
buildings  owned  by  the  BRA. 
These  buildings  when  re- 
habilitated could  provide  ap- 
proximately 1000  affordable 
apartment  units  which 
would  be  owned,  rather  than 
rented  by  their  occupants 
and  would  become  tax- 
producers  rather  than  tax- 
consumers. 

We  must  remember  that 
the  South  End  is  part  of 
Boston,  a  city  in  which  more 
than  half  the  real  estate  is 
totally  exempt  from  payment 
of  property  taxes  and  much 
other  real  estate  is  taxed  less 
than  its  fair  share  for 


ADRIAN  E.  duCILLE 
465  Columbus  Ave. 

My  name  is  Adrian  E. 
duCille  and  I  have  lived  in 
the  South  End  for  the  past 
four  years.  During  this  time  I 
have  witnessed  some  of  the 
changes  in  the  housing 
patterns  of  the  area.  These 
were  not  natural  changes, 
but  changes  contrived  to 
facilitate  elements  which 
would  emphasize  cash 
profits  above  human  needs 
and  dignity.  As  a  tenant  of 
F.H.A,  housing  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  "Methunion 
Tenants  Council,"  I  feel  that 
all  the  peoples  of  the  South 
End  should  form  a  common 
front,  or  bond,  that  together 
we  may  face,  and  defeat,  the 
harsh  forces  which  now 
threaten  our  existence.  It  is 
necessary  that  South  Enders 
become  involved  and  sup- 
port the  efforts  of  SEPAC, 
and  supply  input  in  the  af- 
fairs of  our  community.  I 
promise  that  when  elected  I 
will  devote  my  energies  in 
helping  to  make  the  South 
End  a  suitable  place  for  all  to 
live  and  grow. 
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FELTON  EARLS 
179  Warren  Avenue 

I  feel  lhal  I  have  lived  in 
Ihe  South  End  long  enough 
now  to  demonstrate  my  com- 
munity involvement  and 
responsibility.  My  conduct, 
if  elected,  will  be  guided  by 
a  primary  concern  for  people 
who  presently  live  in  the 
South  End  (rather  than  for 
economics,  or  political 
ideology!.  1  will  insist  that 
people  deal  with  me  as 
honestly  as  1  will  deal  with 
them. 

1  strongly  support  efforts  lo 
maintain  the  MethUnion 
buildings  as  subsidized  hous- 
ing in  my  district.  1  am  op- 
posed lo  developers  who 
callously  displace  people 
from  their  homes.  1  favor  a 
community  that  supports 
needed  human  services 
[from  day  care  centers  lo  the 
Pine  Street  Inn).  I  feel  thai 
income  property  should  be 
restricted  to  owner  occupied 
buildings. 

If  elected.  T  will  work  to 
resolve  political  differences 
existing  in  the  present 
SEPAC  in  order  to  keep  it  a 
strong  advisory  council. 
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medical  facility  for  350 
homeless  men). 

Solution:  Five  smaller  un- 
its run  by  Pine  street  and 
spread  all  over  the  City  — 
far  better  for  the  man.  and 
removes  the  threat  of  the 
current  plan  as  a  magnet 
facility  for  the  whole  city. 

III.  Jobs:  needed  within 
walking  distance. 

Solution:  Tax  incentives, 
better  transportation,  new 
lighting  and  more  security 
will  lure  new  business  into 
the  area,  and  allow  our 
neighbors  to  walk  to  work. 

IV.  Kids;  Community  ac- 
livities  are  needed  to  better 
channel  energies  to  construc- 
tive leisure  activities  and/or 
raise  money. 

Solution:  a|  close  off  more 
streets  for  play  areas;  b)  set 
up  a  weekly  car  wash 
program:  c)  set  up  and  run 
refreshment  stands  and 
block  parties  for  profit  (and 
fun).   


try  to  influence  the  character 
and  quality  of  these  im- 
provements which  will  he  so 
important  to  Ihe  aesthetics  of 
the  neighborhood  for  years 
ahead. 

Interested,  informed  and 
participating  residents, 
through  SEPAC.  will  make 
our  community  a  represen- 
tative and  effective  voice  in 


JOSEPH  FOLLAYTTAR 
190  West  Canton  Street 

On  Four  Issues  Facing  Our 
Communit\': 

I.  Mousing:  Massive,  high 
density,  low  income  housing 
projects  are  failing  or  in 
trouble  all  over  the  country. 
They  are  social  and  financial 
disasters,  and  in  the  South 
End.  tend  to  be  racially  im- 
balanced.  Ex.:  in  our  district, 
Methunion  Housing  is  not 
racially  mixed. 

Solution:  a)  Build  housing 
with  ammenities  (tennis 
courts  and  balconies]  lo  at- 
tract an  economic  mix  of 
tenants  to  make  projects 
economically  feasible,  and 
socially  desirable;  b)  Give 
rent  subsidies  to  private 
developers  thus  enabling  all 
individuals  to  have  the  op- 
tion of  living  in  newly 
renovated  townhouses. 

II.  New  Pine  Street  Inn;  |a 
new  skid  row  crash  pad  and 


ENA  N.  HARRIS 
21  Braddock  Park 

I  am  a  life-long  resident  of 
the  South  End  and  very 
much  concerned  about  all 
the  problems  affecting  the 
community,  such  as,  housing, 
street  clean-up,  more  street 
lighting,  and  incidents  of 
crime. 

As  a  representative  to  the 
present  South  End  Projecl 
Area  Committee,  the  work  of 
the  organization  has  im- 
pressed me  favorably. 
Among  the  accomplish- 
ments: we  worked  out  a 
plan  of  co-operation  be- 
tween certain  city  agen- 
cies to  hall  the  unnecessar>- 
flemolilion  of  deteriorated 
buildings  originally  sched- 
uled for  rehabilitation  and 
arranged  for  more  secure 
boarding-up  of  vacant 
buildings:  and  we  interceded 
to  stop  the  relocation  of 
several  families  from  two 
separate  blocks  of  buildings 
which  did  not  need  lo  be 
taken  by  the  B.R.A. 

For  the  past  year.  I  have 
served  as  a  member  of  the 
Mayor's  Special  Committee 
to  Study  Housing  in  the 
South  End  which  involved  a 
great  deal  of  work.  We  held 
public  hearings,  conducted 
interviews  with  business 
people  and  agencies,  not  to 
mention  our  own  meetings. 

I  might  add  that  I  am  a 
member  of  Tent  City  Task 
Force,  the  Cosmopolitan 
Neighborhood  Association, 
and  have  attended  some 
meetings  of  the  Ecumenical 
Council  on  Redlining  of 
Banks,  representing  S.E.- 
P.A.C. 


unsightly  fire  job  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Clarendon  and 
Chandler  Streets. 

Also.  I  will  use  whatever 
mantle  of  authority  I  will 
have  as  District  Four's 
SEPAC  delegate  to  lobby 
both  before  Mayor  White 
and  also  through  our 
Representative  Barney 
Frank  to  Mayor  White,  for  a 


Ihe  City, 
heard! 


FLORENCE  MOORE 
U  Braddock  Park 

The  South  End  is  a  unique 
and  challenging  community, 
which  all  South  Enders 
should  be  proud  to  be  part 
of. 

I  have  been  a  busi- 
nesswoman, homemaker, 
worker  and  mother  in  the 
South  End  since  1943.  I  have 
been  the  president  of  the 
Cosmopolitan  Neighbor- 
hood Ass'n.  for  many  years: 
a  small,  but  dynamite  group 
of  dedicated,  civic  minded 
workers.  Cosmopolitan 
started  Ihe  Transportation 
Program,  Carlton  St.  Play- 
ground, spring  clean-up 
drives,  dumpsters  and  fought 
with  Gov.  Dukakis  on  Fire 
Ins.  (when  he  was  Repre- 
sentative) and  was  success- 
ful in  getting  insurance  for 
people  whose  fire  insurance 
was  cancelled,  assist  with  my 
annual  Christmas  party  for 
Children  and  Seniors  given 
at  Concord  Baptist  Church 
and  any  problem  lhal  arises 
in  our  community. 

That  is  why  I  ran  for 
SEPAC.  I  saw  their  com- 
munity efforts  and  struggles. 
SEPAC  has  been  able  to  hall 
the  demolition  of  buildings 
and  homes  and  aid  in  the 
rehabilitation  of  many 
others.  It  is  with  pride  I  can 
say  that  they  are  concerned 
with  the  displacement  of 
people  and  have  prevented 
many  from  facing  the 
possibilities.  SEPAC  is  a  fair- 
unbiased  organization,  a 
watchdog  and  one  the  Mayor 
can  be  proud  of:  because 
they  make  the  rights  of  the 
cummunily  always  their  top 
priority. 


We  want  to  be    day  and  night  fool  patrolman 
in  our  district.  Other  sections 

 "    have   them!   Also  street 

lighting  should  be  rushed 
and  the  type  should  be  what 
the  neighbors  want. 

Note:  Mr.  McMahon  is 
more  familiarly  known  to  his 
friends  as  "Tim"  McMahon. 


JUDITH  FURNESS 
47  Appleton  Street 

I  have  been  working  for 
several  years  with  older  peo- 
ple as  the  director  of  a 
neighborhood  drop  in  center 
and  as  Activity  Director  at 
two  dittereni  nursing  homes. 
I  have  studied  gerontology 
and  am  now  studying  Urban 
Affairs.  I  would  like  to  see 
the  South  End  preserved  as  a 
multi-ethnic,  multi-income, 
multi-generation  community. 
I  am  particularly  concerned 
with  the  interests  of  the 
older  residents  in  the  face  of 
urban  renewal.  I  lived  in  the 
South  End  as  a  child  in  the 
pre-Reconstruclion  era,  and 
bring  that  knowledge  lo  the 
present  changing  situation. 


DISTRICT  4 

Center  of  Ellis 
neighborhood. 
VOTE  AT: 
Charles  E.  Mackey 
School,  Montgomery 
Street. 

BARBARA  ANDERSON 
27  Appleton  Street 

SEPAC  deserves  a  per- 
sonal efforl  from  a  South 
End  resident.  I  have  had  a 
rooming  house  on  Appleton 
Street  for  thirteen  years,  and 
feel  1  can  help  by  giving  my 
neighbors'  opinions  on  issues 
in  our  area. 

I  believe  the  mixed  ethnic 
backgrounds,  the  various  in- 
come levels  and  the  magnifi- 
cent archileclure  which 
presently  exist  in  the  South 
End  should  be  preserved. 

Now  that  street,  sidewalk 
and  lighting  programs  are 
finally  getting  underway  in 
this  district,  it  seems  vital  to 


FRANCIS  ASHLEY 

McMAHON 
39  Appleton  Street 

The  people  of  my  district 
are  intelligent,  articulate, 
middle  class  who  know  what 
they  want! 

As  SEPAC  delegate  for 
District  Four. !  will  echo  loud 
and  clear  as  a  giant  bell 
these  wants  and  needs,  both 
within  the  SEPAC  chambers 
and  before  the  BRA  itself. 

Some  immediate  concerns 
are  Ihe  fulfilling  of  the  plan 
for  a  park  at  the  corner  of 
Clarendon  and  Warren 
Avenue  and  what  is  to  be 
done  with  the  dangerous  and 


RICHARD  A.  SODEN 
42  Gray  Street 

My  family  came  to  the 
South  End  not  only  for  what 
it  may  become  but  also  for 
what  it  has  been.  I  would  like 
to  upgrade  services  and 
amenities  while  maintaining 
the  present  character  of  the 
community.  Some  day  the 
South  End  may  be  a  model 
for  multi-racial,  ethnic  and 
economic  urban  living. 

An  issue  of  concern  to  all 
members  of  the  South  End 
community  is  that  of  low  in- 
come housing.  This  housing 
can  only  be  provided 
through  responsible 
development.  As  housing 
developments  go  into  default 
throughout  the  city  their 
economic  unsoundness  has 
become  apparent.  Many 
current  proposals  suffer 
from  the  same  inadequacies. 
The  failure  of  these  and  ex- 
isting projects  will  only 
result  in  the  loss  of  that  hous- 
ing  lo  the  low  income 
market.  On  the  other  hand, 
other  developments,  par- 
ticularly some  involving 
rehabilitated  properties, 
have  not  only  proved 
economically  successful  but 
have  also  created  and 
preserved  genuine  neigh- 
borhoods. 

SEPAC  will  deal  with 
many  issues  during  the  next 
two  years,  the  matter  of  Tent 
City,  the  continuing  repair  of 
our  streets  and  sidewalks, 
and  policies  with  regard  to 
transportation,  lo  name  a 
few.  As  a  representative  of 
District  4  1  will  do  my  best  to 
represent  the  needs  of  my 
neighbors  and  lo  reconcile 
those  needs  with  the  needs 
of  others  and  the  entire 
South  End  community. 


DISTRICTS 

Includes  all  of  Castle 
Square,  part  of  Ellis. 

VOTE  AT: 
Holly  Trinity  Church, 
Shawmut  Avenue. 


South  End  into  public  hous- 
ing. 1  AM  committed  to  main- 
taining subsidy  programs  for 
home  owners  and  renters  so 
that  my  family  can  continue 
to  live  here.  I  am  an  original 
tenant  in  Castle  Square,  my 
maternal  grandmother  lived 
in  the  South  End  all  of  her 
married  life;  my  mother  was 
born  and  raised  here.  My 
paternal  grandmother 
deeded  Harriet  Tubman 
House  its  first  building  in 
1906.  The  South  End  must  be 
a  place  where  peoples  of  all 
races,  religions,  economic 
and  social  levels  live 
together. 


BUTLER  BLAKENEY 
11-C  Castle  Courl 
Castle  Square 

Resident  of  the  South  End 
for  5  years.  Owner  of  the 
former  Ivy's  Fabrics  and 
presently  owner  of 
Blakeney's  Interiors  at  490 
Tremont  St.  Profession  — 
B.S.  Mechanical  Engineer- 
ing; M.S.  Management 
Science  and  Engineering. 

It  is  my  desire  to  help 
promote  a  desirable  com- 
munity for  the  people  of  the 
South  End.  old,  young,  poor, 
affluent  of  all  races,  creeds 
and  colors. 

I  ask  for  your  vote  to  make 
it  possible  so  that  the  follow- 
ing can  be  given  a  chance. 

1.  Crime  —  Work  along 
withStation4.  to  rid  this  com- 
munity of  all  crimes  being 
perpetrated  against  the  peo- 
ple of  District  5. 

2.  Pine  Street  fnn  —  Help 
convince  the  City  Officials  of 
the  undesirable  effects  thai 
moving  a  Pine  Street  Inn  into 
this  community  would  be. 

3.  Traffic  —  Help  promote 
the  continued  study  of  the 
traffic  patterns  in  the  South 
End  to  insure  cleaner  air, 
free  of  pollutants,  and  safe 
streets  for  the  children. 

4.  Continue  to  work  for  a 
balanced  South  End  to  in- 
sure the  unique  charac- 
teristics that  we  all  love. 


GLORIA  ROGERS 
2-B  Emerald  Court 
Castle  Square 

Resident  of  South  End 
over  25  years  .  .  .  SEP  AC 
District  Representative  for  5, 
since  SEPAC  began  (three 
terms].  Member;  Ellis 
Memorial  Board  of  Direc- 
tors .  .  .  Ward  5  Democratic 
Committee  .  .  .  League  of 
Women  Voters  .  .  .  South  End 
Historical  Society  .  .  . 
Friends  of  Cultural  Arts 
Center  .  .  .  Castle  Square 
Council.;  Safety  Com- 
mittee .  .  .  Etc.  My  main  con- 
cern is,  as  always,  the  South 
End  and  you  .  .  .  my 
neighbor.  Please  consider 
voting  for  me  so  I  may  have  a 
voice  on  SEPAC  and  help  my 
husband  (Anderson  Rogers) 
with  his  priorities.  Thank 
you. 


munity.  I  favor  providing 
housing  for  low-income  peo- 
ple which  enables  them  to 
continue  to  live  in  their  own 
neighborhoods  in  ihe  South 
End.  I  will  oppose  any  future 
rent  increases  at  Castle 
Square  which  threaten  to 
raise  the  rents  so  high  that 
present  tenants  cannot  af- 
ford to  pay  them.  1  am  very 
concerned  with  security,  and 
will  work  to  make  Castle 
Square  a  safe  and  clean 
place  for  families  and  older 
people  to  live.  I  will  fight  to 
maintain  Castle  Square  as 
housing  for  low  and 
moderate  income  in- 
dividuals. As  a  member  of 
SEPAC,  I  will  represent  the 
interests  of  black,  white. 
S[3anish-speaking,  and 
Chinese  residents  of  Castle 
Square. 

DISTRICTS 

Includes  Pilot  Block, 
part  of  W.  Newton, 
Dartmouth,  Tremont 
Street. 
VOTE  AT: 
New  Hope  Baptist 
Church,  Corner  W. 
Concord  Street  and 
Tremont. 
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will  benefit  everyone  if  it 
reinforces  the  historical 
character  of  our  neigh- 
borhood. SEPAC  must 
work  with  the  South  End 
Historical  Society  and  the 
BRA  lo  insure  that  these  im- 
provements are  properly  ex- 
ecuted. 

4.)  Employment  oppor- 
tunities must  be  increased  in 
our  community  if  we  are  to 
put  our  residents  back  to 
work.  SEPAC  must  strive  to 
create  a  healthy  business 
climate  in  Ihe  South  End  lo 
attract  new  shops,  res- 
taurants, and  other  retail  es- 
tablishments as  well  as  light 
manufacturing  in  our  un- 
derutilized commercial  area. 
New  business  means  new 
jobs. 


MYRA  McADOO 
474  Tremont  Street 
Castle  Square 

I've  spent  3  years  with  an 
architectural  firm  (PARD 
Team)  involved  in  low  and 
moderate  income  housing;  3 
years  (still  there  part-time] 
at  Roxse  Homes;  also  worked 
with  Methunion  during  in- 
itial tenanting;  and  am 
presently  employed  at  the 
Boston  Public  Housing 
Tenants  Policy  Council,  the 
tenant  organization  for 
everyone  in  public  housing. 

1  am  NOT  committed  to 
making  every  unit  in  the 


ANNA  WONG 
5-B  Castle  Court 

I  have  lived  in  Castle 
Square  for  eight  years,  and 
before  that  in  Chinatown,  so 
1  have  knowledge  of  the 
problems  of  Ihe  people  of 
Castle  Square  and  of  Ihe 
Chinese  people  of  this  area.  I 
have  been  active  on  Ihe 
Quincy  School  Community 
Council  for  two  years,  and 
recently  received  a  U.S.E.S. 
award  for  community  ser- 
vice. I  have  a  B.S,  degree  in 
accounting  from  North- 
eastern University  and  am 
currently  employed  as  an  ac- 
countant. 

As  a  candidate  for  SEPAC, 
I  favor  policies  which  main- 
lain  the  South  End  as  an 
ethnically  and  economically 
mixed,  heterogeneous  com- 


GUILLIAEM  AERTSEN 
175  West  Brookllne  Street 

As  a  taxpayer  and 
homeowner  1  am  committed 
to  making  the  South  End  a 
better  place  to  live  and  work 
for  all  its  residents.  1  believe 
that  SEPAC  must  adapt  Ihe 
following  objectives: 

1.  )  Good  housing  must  be 
made  available  to  all 
residents  of  Ihe  South  End. 
Bui  housing  patterns  must 
provide  for  balanced  growth 
and,  therefore,  musi  incllide 
a  proportionate  mix  or 
market  level,  elderly, 
moderate  and  low  income 
subsidy  rather  than  the 
segregated  housing  now  be- 
ing built,  A  balanced  tenant 
mix  means  good  design, 
better  amenities,  and  suf- 
ficient rents  lo  avoid 
foreclosure.  Parcel  19.  lent 
city  and  other  developments 
should  follow  the  standard 
MHFA  guidelines  which  are 
working  in  other  parts  of  the 
city. 

2.  )  The  Pine  Street  Inn 
must  not  be  located  in  Ihe 
South  End.  Each  community 
must  support  its  fair  share  of 
services.  No  one  can  argue 
lhal  we  are  lacking  in  this 
department.  But  our  com- 
munity does  not  have  the 
resources  to  absorb  another 
city-wide  service. 

3.  )  The  widewalk  and 
street  reconstruction 
planned  for  the  South  End 


HAROLD  R.  (RAY)  BRONK 
178  W.  Brookline  Street 

For  Ihe  past  seven  years  I 
have  been  a  resident  and 
homeowner   of   the  South 
End,  My  familiarity  with  the 
neighborhood   and  its 
problems  provides  me  with 
excellent  qualifications  lo  be 
a  Representative  lo  SEPAC 
from  Districl  Six.  I  have 
always  supported  the  idea  of 
a   strong,  independent, 
representative  neighborhood 
organization.  I  would  like  to 
see  SEPAC  remain  such  an 
organization  —  reflective  of 
Ihe  enlire  community  and 
responsive  lo  Ihe  diverse 
groups  living  here.  The 
South  End  is  a  neighborhood 
confronted    by  difficult 
problems  lhal  must  be  solved 
in  an  equitable  way  if  it  is  lo 
remain  viable.  As  a  first 
priority  decent  housing  must 
be  provided  for  all  existing 
residents.  That   is  the 
minimum  we  can  require.  To 
Ibis  end  1  offer  a  broad  range 
of  suggestions  including  an 
equitable  system  of  tax 
assessments  for  home- 
owners, and  renovation  of 
deteriorated  homes.  Other 
community  needs  that  re- 
quire attention  include  ad- 
ditional recreational 
facilities  for  our  young 
residents;  improved  police 
protection,  especially  foot- 
patrols  to  make  this  a  safe 
environment  for  young  and 
old;  greater  access  to  the 
new  Blackstone  School  for 
South  End  residents;  a 
reduction  of  liquor  licenses 
in  the  South  End. 


SUSAN  T.  CAMPBELL 
46  Dartmouth  Street 

Homeowner,  46  Dartmouth 
St.  since  1970;  tenant,  178  W. 
Brookline    St.    1  968-9. 
Member,  South  End  Com- 
mittee  on  Transportation 
since   1972.  Independent. 
"The  excitement  of  the  South 
End  is  the  diversity  of  its 
people  and  the  unity  of  its 
architecture.    We  must 
preserve  the  buildings  that 
bind  us  together  in  order  to 
preserve   our  differences, 
following  the  precedents  of 
ETC  housing  on  Tremont  and 
W.  Newton  Sis,,  individual- 
ly-rehabbed  houses  through- 
out the  South  End.  Ihe  Piano 
Factory  on  Tremont  St.,  the 
"Sienna  Tower"  fire  house 
on   Bristol  SI.,  and  New 
England  Nuclear  on  Albany 
St.  Where  new  buildings  are 
needed,   they  should  har- 
monize with  the  character  of 
Ihe  old.  For  Ihe  South  End  as 
a  whole  and  for  the  SEPAC, 
it's  critical  lo  make  sure  that 
everyone  participates  and  is 
represented,  and  lhal  in  this 
election,  representatives  are 
chosen  who  are  able  lo  work 
together  rather  than  against 
each  other  in  achieving  a 
common  goal,  which  is  mak- 
ing  the  city  work  for  us  so 
lhal  city  living  is  pleasant, 
safe,  economically  feasible 
and  community-spirited. 


DANIEL  W.  KENNEDY 
154  W.  Brookline  Street 
General:  The  South  End 
still  has  Ihe  potential  to 
become  a  model  neigh- 
borhood for  residents  of 
of  all  dispositions.  My  most 
important  objectives  are  lo 
promote  a  healthy  com- 
positional balance  in  the 
South  End  and  to  work  for 
physical  improvements 
which  will  create  a  more 
pleasant  environment  for  all 
who  live  here. 

On  Housing  Policy: 
Government  must  stay  out  of 
the  housing  construction 
business,  I  favor  the  con- 
tinuation of  government- 
guaranteed  low  interest 
loans  to  help  residents 
renovate  their  homes  and 
would  like  to  see  a 
homesteader  program  to  dis- 
pose of  the  200  row  houses 
now  owned  by  BRA  and  the 
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TO  RESPOND:  write  to  SECOT  c/o  South  En 
Little  City  Hall 
11   East  Newton  St 

or  call ;  267-4010 

SOUTH  END  COMMITTEE  ON  TRANSPORTATION  . 

BOSTON,  MASS.    ^ 


JUNE  23rd,  1975  ^ 

TO:         SOUTH  END  RESIDENTS 

FROM-     THE  SOUTH  END  COMMITTEE  ON  TRANSPORTATION 

RE:         EXPERIMENTAL  STREET  DIRECTION  CHANGES  TO  REDUCE  COMMUTER  TRAFFIC 
(see  map  on  reverse  side) 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that,  after  years  of  negotiations,  the  City 
of  Boston  and  the  BRA  have  agreed  to  some  experimental   street  direction 
changes    designed  to  push  commuter  traffic  to  the  periphery  of  the  South 
End  or  eliminate  it  by  encouraging  transit  use.     The  first  experiments 
will  begin  on  June  23rd,  lasting  for  a  period  of  three  months.  The 
following  streets  will  be  involved: 

1.  SHAWMUT  AVENUE  from  Massachusetts  Avenue  to  East  Berkeley  Street  will 
become  one-way  northbound  (towards  the  downtown). 

2  WEST  NEWTON  STREET  from  Tremont  Street  to  Shawmut  Avenue  will  be  made 
one-way  eastbound  (towards  Albany  Street).     It  will  be  made  one-way 
westbound  (towards  the  Prudential)  between  Tremont  Street  and  Columbus 
A  V  6  n  u  6  . 

3  WEST  DEOHAH  STREET  will  become  one-way  westbound  (towards  the  Prudential 
Center)  between  Tremont  Street  and  Shawmut  Avenue.     It  will  remain 
one-way  eastbound  between  Shawmut  Avenue  and  Washington  Street.  One 
half  of  West  Dedham  Street  will  be  set  aside  for  Boston's  first  wrong 
way  bus  lane!  j  i, 

4.  SECOT/BRA  agreements  call  for  some  experimentation  to  reduce  througn 
traffic  on  West  Concord  Street.    Because  of  problems  with  the  fire 
department,  we  have  not  been  able  to  agree  on  what  the  direction  changes 
should  be.    We  will  continue  to  work  on  this  with  the  City  and  with 
representatives  of  West  Concord  Street  and  Concord  Square.  Hopefully, 
some  change  can  be  achieved  during  this  experimentation  period. 


of  these  experiments. 

to  another  and  we 

around,  rather  than 

doesn't  achieve 
You  may  find  it  a 
s  may  be  correctable, 
ng  commuting.  There 
s  period.    Be  sure 

City  Hall  and  put  it 


Please  bear  with  us  during  the  first  confusing  weeks 
Our  aim  is  not  to  move  traffic  from  one  small  street 
will  be  disTFTbuting  leaflets  asking  motorists  to  go 
through  the  South  End.  If  this  series  of  experiments 
our  goal,  we'll  keep  trying  until  we  get  it  right, 
bit  more  difficult  to  get  onto  your  own  street.  Thi 
or  it  may  be  part  of  the  price  we  pay  for  discouragi 
may  also  be  some  extra  police  enforcement  during  thi 
that  you  pick  up  your  resident  sticker  at  the  Little 
on  your  car. 

SECOT  members  and  others  from  the  community  will  be  passing  out  leaflets 
on  street  corners  during  rush  hours  for  the  first  few  days  of  the  ex- 
periments.    If  you  have  questions  and/or  comments  you  can  talk  to  us. 
Or,  you  can  call  the  Little  City  Hall,  267-4010.     All  calls  will  be  noted 
in  writing  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  person  or  place.     In  a  month 
or  so,  we  will  hold  meetings  in  the  community  to  evaluate  the  expenemnts. 
Actual  traffic  counts  will  aid  in  that  evaluation. 

SECOT  is  also  working  on  other  transportation  problmms  such  as  bus/trolley 
service  and  the  reconstruction  of  pavements  and  sidewalks  along  Tremont 
and  Columbus.     If  you  have  comments  about  these  or  other  transportation 
issues,  please  get  in  touch  with  us. 


■i 


PAGE  EIGHT  SEPAC  NEWSLETTER  JULY  1975 


city.  I  oppose  homogeneous 
housing  developments  hav- 
ing no  opportunity  for  a 
healthy  mixture  of  people 
from  varying  backgrounds. 

On  Business  and  Com- 
merce: I  would  support 
the  creation  of  a  non-profit 
Small  Business  Development 
Corporation  to  upgrade  the 
light  industrial  properties 
near  the  Southeast  Ex- 
pressway. This  could  bring 
new  jobs  to  the  area  as  well 
as  improve  the  appearance 
of  the  neighborhood. 

On  the  Pine  Street  Inn:  I 
do  not  want  to  have  it  in  the 
South  End.  


JOSHUA  YOUNG 
159  W.  Newton  Street 

The  SEPAC  Housing  Com- 
mittee has  recently  issued  its 
final  report.  The  first 
recommendation  is  that 
"Future  housing  goals  of  the 
South  End  must  continue  to 
preserve  the  racial,  ethnic, 
social,  and  economic 
heterogeneity  of  the  area  to 
include  a  stable  population 
base  of  both  tenants  and 
homeowners."  As  a  member 
of  the  South  End  Federation 
of  Community  Organizations 
Urban  Renewal  Committee 
and  then  during  six  years  on 
SEPAC  my  actions  have  been 
based  on  this  type  of  goal. 
Over  the  years  many  mis- 
takes have  been  made  but 
many  irreparable  mistakes 
have  been  prevented  by  the 
actions  of  these  groups.  I  am 
proud  of  my  part  in  the 
achievements  that  have  been 
made  and  hope  that  I  am 
wiser  for  the  mistakes,  My 
experience  and  my  commit- 
ment to  our  district  and  the 
South  End  are  what  I  have  to 
offer  and  I  hope  thai  my 
neighbors  (the  district]  will 
see  fit  to  reelect  me  to 
SEPAC. 

DISTRICT? 

Union  Park  area. 

VOTE  AT: 
Mackey  School, 
Montgomery  Street. 


GORDON  A.  BERTRAND 
43  Union  Park 

The  crucial  issue  facing 
the  South  End  today  is 
whether  or  not  this  section  of 
Ihe  city  is  going  to  be  per- 


mitted to  grow  and  prosper 
as  any  other  section  of 
Boston  or  be  subject  in  the 
future  (as  in  the  past)  to  un- 
spoken policies  of  the  BRA 
and  the  City  administration 
which  permit  and  encourage 
this  area  of  Boston  to  absorb 
more  than  its  fair  share  of 
Boston's  urban  problems. 

If  elected  to  SEPAC,  I 
would  encourage  this 
organization  to  work  against 
the  policies  staled  above  and 
for  a  positive  and  realistic 
approach  to  solving  the 
problems  of  this  section  of 
the  city. 

I  would  encourage  the  for- 
mation of  a  South  End 
Historical  Commission, 
reversal  of  SEPAC's  ap- 
proval of  the  Pine  Street  Inn. 
and  a  housing  policy  that 
would  encourage  market 
level  housing  with  a  max- 
imum of  25Vf  subsidized  un- 
its. As  an  architect.  I  would 
work  to  see  that  my  special 
training  would  be  used  to 
benefit  the  residents  of  the 
South  End. 
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JILL  BERTRAND 
43  Union  Park 

I  am  running  for  SEPAC  to 
extend  my  service  to  our 
community.  As  president  of 
our  neighborhood  associa- 
tion. I  am  familiar  with  and 
respond  to  District  7's 
problems,  maintaining  lines 
of  communication  with  Sta- 
tion Four  and  Little  City 
Hall.  I  attempt  to  involve 
new  neighbors  in  resolving 
these  concerns:  garbage 
collection,  parking,  street 
cleaning,  street  lighting  and 
the  maintenance  of  our 
parks. 

As  a  member  of  the  Pine 
Street  Task  Force,  appointed 
by  SEPAC  and  the  BRA.  I  am 
trying  to  get  commitments 
from  the  BRA.  the  City,  and 
the  Pine  Street  Inn:  that  the 
Inn  will  serve  only  the  South 
End's  homeless  men  and 
women,  that  the  police  will 
enforce  the  public  drinking 
laws,  that  as  a  Health  FaciH- 
ty  the  Inn  will  screen  daily 
for  TB.  and  that  the  offensive 
bars  in  our  neighborhood 
will  be  closed. 

I  look  forward  to  working 
for  a  South  End  that  is  a 
residential  community,  with 
a  continued  growth  of  all 
housing  choices,  and  an  in- 
dustrial area  near  the  Ex- 
pressway that  will  produce 
much  needed  jobs  for  the 
residents  of  the  South  End. 


CLARK  FRAZIER 
29  Union  Park 

Limited  funds  require  that 
the  BRA  develop  a  "closeout 
strategy"  for  ending  the 
South  End  urban  renewal 
process  short  of  its  original 
goals.  Community  Develop- 
ment Revenue  Sharing 
(CDRS)  will  not  provide  suf- 
ficient additional  funds  to 
complete  the  urban  renewal 
plan. 

Remaining  work  includes: 

1.  Uncompleted  water  and 
sewer  improvements; 

2.  Street  and  sidewalk 
reconstruction  for  most  of 
the  South  End: 

3.  Rehabilitation  of  ap- 
proximately 800  buildings; 

4.  Completion  of  planned 
parks,  playgrounds  and 
schools; 

5.  Development  of  remain- 
ing uncommitted  cleared 
parcels  and  BRA  owned 
buildings: 

6.  Removal  of  incompati- 
ble liquor  establishments. 

This  list  is  by  no  means 
complete.  SEPAC  must 
suggest  priorities  for  the 
limited  funds  among  these 
and  other  worthwhile  pro- 
jects: otherwise  priorities 
will  be  set  by  the  BRA  staff 
without  community  par- 
ticipation. 

My  activities  as  a  SEPAC 
member  for  four  years  in- 
cluded the  following: 

1.  SEPAC  Staff  Coor- 
dinator 

2.  Chairman  of  the  regular 
SEPAC  Housing  Committee 

3.  Member  of  the  special 
SEPAC  Housing  Committee 

4.  Member  of  the  South 
End  Committee  on  Transpor- 
tation (SECOT) 

5.  Coordinated  neighbor- 
hood /  SECOT  /  SEPAC  de- 
sign review  of  BRA  con- 
tracts for  side  street  re- 
construction. 

6.  Brought  legal  action  in 
Housing  Court  against  BRA 
and  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  DPW  to  board 
up  vacant  buildings  and 
remove  trash  from  vacant 
lots. 

7.  Participated  in  the 
Boston  Anti-Redlining  Coali- 
tion to  promote  fairer  bank 
leading  and  mortgage  prac- 
tices in  the  South  End. 

8.  Member  of  the  SEPAC 
Bars  Task  Force 

I  hope  that  my  record 
shows  that  I  have  an  un- 
derstanding of  South  End  ur- 
ban renewal  problems  and  a 
continuing  interest  in  trying 
to  solve  them. 


PETER  METZ 
94  Waltham  Street 

During  the  five  years  we 
have  lived  in  the  South  End. 
both  my  wife,  joan,  and  I 
have  taken  an  increasingly 
active  role  in  South  End  af- 
fairs: she  as  a  consumer 
representative  in  health  care 
planning  and  as  a 
neighborhood  spokesperson 
in  curriculum  formation  for 
the  new  Blackstone  School;  I, 
in  the  improvement  of 
sidewalks,  streets  and  public 
transportation  as  a  member 
of  the  South  End  Committee 
on  Transportation  and  as  a 
recently  elected  member  to 
the  Board  of  the  United 
South  End  Settlements. 

We  believe  that  our 
children,  four  and  two  years 
old,  are  benefitting  from  be- 
ing raised  in  the  South  End. 
Thus,  we  are  committed  to 
retaining  the  diversity  of 
races,  ethnic  backgrounds, 
income  levels  and  life  styles 
that  make  the  South  End  un- 
ique. But  it  is  clear  that  the 
physical  surroundings  and 
quality  of  life  can  and  should 
be  improved  for  all  who  live 
here. 

As  a  member  of  SEPAC,  I 
will  work  for  these  im- 
provements, for  the  city, 
state  and  federal  assistance 
that  we  need,  for  local  con- 
trol over  our  community's 
future,  and  to  retain  the 
diversity  of  the  South  End. 

DISTRICTS 

Eight  Streets 
Neighborhoods 

VOTE  AT: 
Mackey  School, 
Montgomery  Street. 


and  its  needs  which  can  be 
furthered  by  my  election  to 
SEPAC.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
there  has  been  more  smoke 
than  heat  generated  by 
SEPAC  recently  and  that  the 
board  has.  by  and  large,  not 
achieved  the  gains  that  our 
neighborhood  has  a  right  to 
expect  from  it.  I  am  less  in- 
terested in  the  rhetoric  and 
theory  of  urban  politics  than 
I  am  in  the  delivery  of  ser- 
vices to  the  residents  of  our 
and  other  neighborhoods.  As 
a  member  of  the  SEPAC 
board  and  in  conjunctions 
with  the  Eight  Streets 
Neighborhood  Association,  I 
can  continue  to  achieve 
those  things  which  have 
made  this  such  a  productive 
year  for  our  neighborhood. 
To  this  end  I  ask  for  your 
support. 


ROBERTA  EWING 
16  Milford  Street  " 

As  a  member  of  the 
current  SEPAC.  I  have  been 
actively  involved  in  public 
works  projects  and  the  safety 
of  the  houses  on  those  streets 
with  sewer  construction,  the 
impact  of  irresponsible  li- 
quor-selling  esstablish- 
ments,  the  subsidized  hous- 
ing issue,  and  the  Pine  Street 
Inn.  I  havebeen  a  member  of 
the  Special  Committee  on 
Housing  and  Chairperson  of 
the  SEPAC  Bars  Task  Force.  I 
think  my  fellow  SEPAC 
members  would  agree  that 
my  contribution  to  the  com- 
munity has  been  that  of 
always  trying  to  find  work- 
able solutions  where  widely 
different  beliefs  are  in- 
volved. I  would  like  to  con- 
tinue to  serve  my  district  in 
that  way. 


NEWELL  COOK 
25  Milford  Street 

President,  8  Streets 
Neighborhood  Association; 
Member.  Pine  Street  inn 
Tosk  Force. 

My  purpose  in  running  for 
a  position  on  SEPAC  is  to 
bring  an  aggressive  advocacy 
of  our  neighborhood's  needs 
and  interests  to  the  body 
where  the  most  effective 
results  can  be  obtained.  I 
believe  that  I  have 
demonstrated  a  serious  com- 
mitment to  our  neighborhood 


GARDNER  A.  (ALEX)  TAFT 
29  Dwight  Street 

Eight  Streets  Neighborhood 
Association. 

South   End  Committee  on 
Transporlation. 
Coordinator  of  1974  South 
End  Summerthing  progrom. 
South  End  Arts  Council. 
East  Berkeley  Street  gorden 
plots. 

Neighborhood  represen- 
tative for  TrenionI  Street  im- 
provements. 

Neighborhood  represen- 
tative for  Eight  Streets  street 
and  sidewalk  improvemenls. 


I  am  most  concerned  with 
issues  that  affect  our  im- 
mediate neif^hborhood.  In 
the  past,  residents  have  not 
received  enough  information 
about  issues  before  SEP  AC.  I 
will  make  sure  the  concerns 
of  this  neighborhood  are  con- 
stantly recognized  by  the 
SEPAC  committee.  I  will 
seek  out  your  views  through 
neighborhood  meetings  and  i 
through  daily  conversations 
"on  the  stoop." 

My  professional  back- 
ground is  in  urban  af- 
fairs. I  am  a  homeowner.  I 
support  housing  develop- 
ment policies  that  encourage 
residents  to  care  for  their 
homes,  no  matter  what  their 
income,  such  as  owner  oc- 
cupied housing  and  tenant 
managed  housing. 

I  support  transportation 
policies  that  benefit  the 
pedestrian  and  encourage 
mass  transit.  Our  streets  and 
parking  areas  are  for  us,  not 
commuters. 

Concerning  the  Pine  Street 
Inn,  I  will  be  one  of  the  first 
to  stop  rehabilitation  of  the 
Bristol  Street  location  unless 
the  seven  liquor  licenses  are 
revoked  and  unless  the  Pine 
Street  Inn  Board  has  at  least 
1/3  South  End  members. 

I  will  make  sure  that  im- 
provements to  Tremont 
Street  and  our  local  streets 
and  sidewalks  are  done  to 
our  satisfaction;  that  our 
parks  are  maintained  for  our 
use;  and  that  the  Boston 
Center  for  the  Arts  is  more 
responsive  to  our  concerns. 

DISTRICTS 

Lower  Roxbury,  part  of 
ROXSE 
VOTE  AT: 
Housing  Project  Base- 
ment, rear  575  Shaw- 

mut  Avenue  (enter 
from  Camden  Street). 


If  elected  to  SEPAC  for  a 
second  term,  I  will  continue 
to  fight  for  poor  folks  who 
have  many  concerns  and 
who  would  like  to  remain 
here  and  share  the  benefits 
with  completion  of  urban 
renewal. 

DELORES  WASHINGTON 
55  Warwick  St. 

DISTRICT 
10 

Includes  Chester  Park, 
TDC  area,  1701 
Washington 
VOTE  AT: 
Joseph  J.  Hurley 
School,  70  Worcester 
Street. 


lUANDA  DRUMGOLD 
2  Greenwich  CI. 

Mother  of  six  children  and 
a  resident  of  the  South  End 
for  the  past  22  yearn. 

I  have  been  very  much  in- 
volved in  the  South  End  in 
various  community  actions 
i.e.  schools,  education,  hous- 
ing, health  and  neighbor- 
hood planning  for  the  past  12 
years. 

Since  the  inception  of  ur- 
ban renewal,  1  have  been 
very  active  participating 
with  commimity  groups  for 
the  betterment  of  the  South 
End  and  to  help  poor  folks  to 
remain  here. 

It  has  been  a  long  battle 
and  long  hours  with  some 
successes.  But  still  a  long 
way  to  go. 


DONALD  KERR 
96  W.  Concord  Street 

As  a  fifteen-year  resident 
of  the  South  End,  I  have 
watched  the  present  SEPAC 
vote  repeatedly  for  the 
demolition  of  blocks  of 
buildings  which  were 
suitable  for  rehabilitation  or 
urban  homesteading.  I 
strongly  oppose  this  and  sup- 
port the  following: 

A  housing  program  similar 
to  food  stamps  that  would 
subsidize  the  tenant,  not  the 
developer.  This  would  en- 
courage higher  quality 
buildings  and  afford  the  poor 
the  right  and  dignity  of  living 
where  and  as  they  choose. 

An  economic  mix  of 
tenants  in  housing  projects  to 
prevent  the  cruelty  of 
foreclosure  and  eviction. 

A  high-quality  supermar- 
ket at  the  intersection  of 
Mass.  Ave.  and  Washington 
St.  where  there  is  now, 
thanks  to  the  BRA  and  the 
present  SEPAC,  a  rubble 
strewn  wasteland.  This 
would  add  needed  police 
supervision  to  the 
Northhampton  area. 

A  trolley  line,  rather  than 
buses,  down  Tremont  St.  to 
replace  the  El  which  is 
sclieihiled  for  demolition. 
This  line  existed  until  1%2 
and  tied  into  the  Green  Line 
through  the  tunnel  off 
Broadway. 

A  bypass  for  Mass.  Ave, 
that  woulil  restore  the  park 
and  fountain  which  were 
removed  when  the  road  was 
cut  through  in  1M4. 

A  community  garden 
program  for  vacant  tots. 

In  short,  our  neighborhood 
must  he  reclaimed  from 
those  who  would  profit  from 
the  degradation  of  others. 
We  must  be  allowed  the 
dignity  and  security  that  is 
our  due. 


TED  LANDSMARK 
S40  Mass.  Avenue 

Lawyer;  environmental 
designer;  Executive  Direc- 
tor, Contractors'  Association 
of  Boston;  South  End  United 
Slate, 

District  10  representatives 
provide  information  to.  and 
speak  for  all  residents  of  the 
Chester  Square,  1701 
Washington,  West 
Springfield,  West  Concord, 
and  Northampton  Streets 
area,  including  SECD,  Hous- 
ing Innovations,  Bethel, 
TDC,  private  and 
homeowner  residents. 

Where  our  "represen- 
tatives" for  the  past  two 
years  have  sued  to  prevent 
the  conversion  of  gutted 
shells  to  habitable  housing  in 
our  district,  we  must  now 
work  to  speed  the  repaving 
of  Mass.  Ave.,  improve  Tre- 
mont and  Shawmut  Avenues, 
settle  the  Rainbow  issue, 
provide  security  and 
transportation  to  the  elderly, 
dispose  of  vacant  DCA  hous- 
ing shells,  fight  100%  proper- 
ty valuation,  and  encourage 
funding  to  develop  housing 
and  shopping  from  vacant 
buildings  which  can  be  af- 
forded by  present  and  future 
residents. 
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low  density  housing   does  serve  as  a  forum  and  is 
a  vehicle  for  information 
that  has  to  reach  our  com- 
munity, 

I  intend  to  gather  as  much 
information  as  possible  and 
find  the  ways  to  put  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  community  so 
that  we  all  can  decide  how  to 
defend  one  of  our  basic 
rights  —  the  right  to  a  decent 
home  at  a  reasonable  rent,  I 
also  intend  to  denounce  and 
fight  against  any  plans  that 
threaten  the  existence  of  the 
hispanic  community. 


sant 

that  allows  us  to  meet  and 
know  each  other  as  friends. 
The  building  of  dense,  unat- 
tractive housing  creates 
slums,  and  slums  benefit 
only  the  developer.  Infill 
housing,  homesteading,  and 
mixed  income  planning  meet 
the  needs  of  all.  There  are 
many  questions  to  be 
answered  and  factions  to  be 
satisfied,  but  the  priority 
issue  for  all  of  us  is  to  see  the 
South  End  treed  of  outside 
interests  and  functioning  as  a 
neighborhood  again. 


DISTRICT 
11 

Includes  Parcel  19, 
Rutland  Street 
VOTE  AT: 
St.  Stephens  Church, 
Shawmut  Avenue. 


ARABELLA  LYON 
96  W.  Concord  St.,  #3 

I  am  a  twenty-four  year  old 
self-supporting  student  at 
Boston  University  School  of 
Nursing.  As  a  five  year  resi- 
dent ot  the  South  End,  I  have 
seen  it  go  through  many 
changes.  Most  have  resulted 
in  higher  crime  rates,  dis- 
integrating neighborhood  un- 
ity, and  decreased  physical 
beauty  and  charm.  1  am 
frightened  by  inadequate 
police  protection,  frustrated 
by  BRA  disinterest,  and 
satldenetl  by  increasing 
numbers  of  empty  lots.  My 
job  at  Boston  City  Hospital 
and  my  experience  in  an 
alcohol  detoxification  unit 
have  provided  me  with  in- 
sight and  sensitivity  valuable 
to  assessing  some  of  our 
current  proljlems. 

We  all  came  to  the  South 
End  for  its  historic  ethnic, 
racial,  and  economic  mix. 
Let's  preserve  that,  but  not 
through  destroying  the  plea- 


MARIA  MORISON 
m  W,  Concord  Street 

Como  persona  que  reside  y 
trabaja  dia  a  dia  en  el  South 
End  entiendo  mi  respon- 
sabilidad  hacia  todos  los  in- 
tegrantes  de  esta  comunidad. 
Sin  embargo  quiere  que  este 
claro  que  mi  intencion 
primordial  es  de  luchar  en 
contra  de  la  destruccion  de 
la  comunidad  hispana. 

Con  la  presente  crisis 
economica  enfrentamos 
malas  condiciones  y  al- 
quileres  altos  que  a  voces  es- 
tan  fuera  del  alcance  de 
muchas  familiar  traba- 
jadoras  aun  en  vivienda  sub- 
sidiada, 

Entiendo  que  SEPAC  no 
tiene  el  poder  para  resolver 
los  problemas  de  los 
hispanos  residentes  del  So, 
End,  pero  si  sirre  como  foro  y 
reliculo  de  informacion  que 
tiene  que  llegar  a  nuestra 
comunidad. 

Yo  pretendo  recoger  toda 
la  informacion  possible  y 
buscar  la  manera  de  ponerlo 
en  manos  de  la  comunidad 
para  que  lodns  decidamos 
como  lucharemus  por  uno  de 
nuostros  derechos  basicos  — 
el  derecho  a  una  casa  decen- 
te  a  un  precio  rasonable. 
Tambien  pretendo  denun- 
ciar  y  luchar  en  contra  de 
cualquier  maniobra  que 
amenaze  la  exsistencia  de  la 
comunidad  hispana. 

As  a  person  who  lives  and 
works  in  the  South  End  1  un- 
derstanil  my  responsiliility  to 
all  those  who  make  up  this 
community.  However  it 
should  be  clear  that  my 
primary  interest  is  to 
struggle  against  the  destruc- 
tif)n  of  the  hispanic  com- 
munity. 

In  the  present  economic 
crisis  we  are  facing  bad 
housing  conditions  and  rents 
that  are  sometimes  so  high 
that  they  are  out  of  reach  for 
a  working  family  even  in 
subsidized  housing. 

I  understand  that  SEPAC 
does  not  have  the  power  in 
itself  to  solve  all  the 
problems  of  the  South  End's 
hispanic  residents,  but  it 


1 

I 


LAWRENCE  DENBOW 
72  W,  Newton  Street 

As  a  candidate  in  this  elec- 
tion (District  11)  I  will  work 
to  make  this  community  a 
better  place  in  which  to  live. 
Such  as;  1.)  more  and  better 
low  income  housing  for  the 
elderly  and  families;  2.) 
better  parks  and  recreation; 
3.1  better  streets  and 
sidewalks;  4.)  better  police 
patrolling  in  the  community. 
Thank  you  for  your  vote. 


PAT  QUINTANA 
612  Tremont  Street 

As  SEPAC  representative 
from  District  11,  1  have 
fought  for  new  low  rent 
housing,  a  new  school 
(Blackstone) ,  and  new 
recreation  areas  and 
programs  for  the  youth. 
These  and  more  jobs  are  the 
main  issues  in  my  neighbor- 
hood; and  if  reelected,  1  will 
continue  to  work  for  these 
concerns,  1  support  the  elec- 
tion of  Danny  Soltren  who  is 
running  with  me  in  District 
11  and  the  South  End  United 
Slate. 

Como  representante  de  mi 
distrito  (111,  yo  he  trabajado 
en  favor  de  nuevas  viviendas 
a  bajo  costo,  una  escuela 
nueva  (Blackstone  School),  y 
areas  de  recreo  y  programas 
para  la  juventud  de  la  com- 
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unidad.  Yo  apoyo  al  senor 
Daniel  Sollren,  corriendo 
conmijjo  cnmo  un  candidato 
en  el  distrilo  11.  y  el  Soulh 
End  United  Slale. 


DISTRICT 
12 

Includes  Worcester 
Square  area,  part  of 
Grant  Avenue 
VOTE  AT: 
Joshua  Bates  School, 
Harrison  Avenue. 


concern  that  the  power  to  in- 
fluence the  future  of  the 
South  EnH  must  be  shared 
equitably  by  all  the  people  in 
our  neighborhoods 

—  a  vote  for  increased 
child  and  family  centered 
recreation  programs  and 
facilities 

—a  vote  for  equal  access  to 
home  ownership  through  the 
extension  of  loans  lo  low  and 


moderate  income  families. 


effectively  impact  the  future 
of  our  neighborhood. 


FRANCES  KILLILEA 

MOORE 
31  E.  Springfield  Street 


DANIEL  SOLTREN 
47  Pembroke  Street 


My  name  is  Daniel 
Sollren:  I  am  a  long  lime 
resident  of  the  South  End  [20 
years),  During  this  time  in 
the  South  End.  I  have  seen 
many  changes  which  have 
resulted  in  the  disappear- 
ance of  many  minority 
families  from  the  communi- 
ty- 

1  am  a  candidate  for 
SEPAC  in  District  11.  and.  if 
elected.  I  will  work  with 
SEPAC  and  community 
residents  in  an  effort  to  keep 
the  people  we  have  now  and 
lo  support  better  housing  for 
this  community. 

In  addition  lo  supporting 
my  own  candidacy  as  a 
representalive  from  District 
11,  I  also  urge  voters  lo  sup- 
port the  election  of  the  South 
End  United  Slale  and 
Patricia  Quintans  who  is 
running  together  with  me 
from  District  11. 


I  Mi  nombre  es  Daniel 
Soltren;  soy  residente  del 
Soulh  End  por  20  anos. 
Durante  este  tiempo  he  vislo 
much  OS  cambios  en  esia 
comunidad  que  han 
resullado  en  el  desahucio  de 
muchas  familias  hispanas  y 
de  otras  razas  minorilarias 
en  esta  comunidad. 

Soy  candidalo  en  las  elec- 
ciones  de  SEPAC  en  Districto 
11,  y  si  soy  eligida  voy  a 
trabajar  junto  con  SEPAC  y 
la  comunidad  en  un  esfuerzo 
para  mantener  los  residentes 
que  tenemos  en  esla  com- 
unidad. y  para  apoyar  me- 
jores  viviendas  decentes 
para  esta  comunidad. 

Tambien  me  guslaria 
apoyar  la  eleccion  del  South 
End  United  Slate  y  a  Patricia 
Quintana,  que  es  candidata 
en  el  Districto  11  tambien. 


RAYMOND  A.  ALMEIDA 
6  Worcester  Square 

A  native  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass..  1  have  lived  in  the 
South  End  since  completing 
my  tour  of  duty  in  ihe  U.S. 
Arm>'  in  1968.  I  am  a 
graduate  of  Stonehill  College 
and  Harvard  University.  I 
have  held  a  variety  of 
leaching  and  administration 
positions  wllh  O.I.C.  and 
METCO  in  Roxbury  and 
have  taught  on  Ihe  graduate 
level  al  the  University  of 
Minnesota.  I  was  the  Social 
Planner  for  New  Bedford 
Model  Cities  and  have  been 
a  consultant  lo  a  variety  of 
education  programs  through 
out  the  nation. 

Presently.  1  am  serving  as 
Ihe  Executive  Director  of 
ICHUBA,  and  American 
Commutlee  for  Cape  Verde. 
Our  organization  coor- 
dinates planning  and  im- 
plementation of  humani- 
tarian assistance  and  de- 
velopment activity  with  the 
government  of  the  new  na- 
tion of  Cape  Verde  in  West 
Africa. 

My  wife,  Pamela,  and  1  are 
homeowners  and  have  a 
daughter.  Adrienne,  My  wife 
is  an  Assistant  Professor  of 
Education  al  Harvard  and  is 
on  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  United  South  End  Set- 
tlements as  well  as  the 
Rosa  Park  Day  Care  Center. 
We  are  active  members  of  St. 
Paul  A.M.E.  Church. 
■  The  South  End  is  our 
home,  We  intend  to  raise  our 
family  here. 

Your  support  for  my  can- 
didacy is: 

— a   vote   for  cultural 
pluralism  in  the  life  of  the 
Soulh  End 
— an  expression  of  your 


LARRY  JONES 
19  Worcester  Square 

My  running  for  District  12 
representative  is  based  on 
my  desire  lo  see  all  segments 
of  Ihe  Soulh  End  community 
effectively  and  fairly  repre- 
sented. I  feel  I  can  do  this 
because  of  my  background, 
experience  and  understand- 
ing of  the  problems  facing 
the  South  End.  Maintaining  a 
vital,  dynamic  community  is 
essential  lo  maintaining  and 
improving  life  in  the  South 
End.  To  accomplish  this  all 
elements  and  segments  of 
the  South  End  musi  be 
rationally  and  sensitively  ac- 
commodated. 

The  Soulh  End  is  in  a 
period  of  transition  that  re- 
quires sensitive,  aggressive 
representation.  As  a  Soulh 
End  resident  with  ex- 
perience in  housing  and 
comm  unity  development, 
and  experience  as  the  Direc- 
tor of  the  Slate  Office  of 
Community  Planning  I  feel 
i  can  bring  essential 
knowledge  and  expertise  in 
the  housing  and  community 
planning  fields  that  will  be 
necessary  to  tackle  the 
serious  problems  of  the 
failure  of  subsidized  housing 
funding,  Ihe  need  for  ad- 
ditional low  cost  housing  for 
low  income,  increasing  the 
dollar  commitment  lo  low 
cost  home  rehabilitation 
loans  and  increased  park, 
recreation  and  service 
facilities  for  the  South  End. 

1  am  active  in  a  wide 
spectrum  of  community 
organizations  including 
membership  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Hispanic  Of- 
fice of  Planning  and  Evalua- 
tion, the  Board  of  Directors 
of  ROXSE  Homes.  Inc, 
Worcester  Sq.  Resident 
Assoc.  and  the  NAACP.  1  am 
a  graduate  of  Yale  College 
having  received  my  B.A,  in 
1968.  and  a  Master's  Degree 
in  Urban  Planning  from  the 
Yale  School  of  Architecture 
in  1970.  My  wife.  Margarita 
Perez  [ones  is  a  graduate  stu- 
dent preparing  for  a  doc- 
torate in  Bilingual  Educa- 
tion. 

1  urge  all  of  you  to  vole  on 
luly  15lh  as  this  is  the  only 
method  by  which  we  can 


4> 


JOSEPH  E.  McCALLlON 
If  riecltid,  1  will  cunlinue 
In  serve  the  people  of 
District  12  with  ihe  same 
enthusiasm  and  dedication 
shown  iis  your  elected 
membpr  of  the  Neighbor 
hood  Executive  Board  to  re- 
locale  the  melhodone  clinic. 

Hopefully,  with  the  sup- 
port of  Ihe  community  I  will 
be  able  lo  make  DislricI  12  a 
heller  place  to  live  and  work, 
and  to  see  thai  SEPAC  and 
the  BRA  are  aware  of  the 
needs  and  views  of  our  Com- 
munity. 

DISTRICT 
13 

Cathedral  Project  area 
VOTE  AT: 
Cathedral  Housing 
Project,  20  East 
Brookline  Street. 


differenl  peoples  here  in  Ihe 
South  End  is  directly  related 
to  maintaining  a  balance  of 
the  housing  market  and  of 
the  a|iartmenl  marl<et.  As  a 
member  of  SEPAC  I  will  deal 
with  the  people  in  my  district 
directly  and  indirectly.  I 
wish  to  become  a  man  who 
can  be  relied  upon  to  relate 
the  interests  of  the  people  of 
my  district  straightforwardly 
to  the  other  members  of 
SEPAC  and  hence  on  to  all  of 
the  South  End.  Working 
through  SEPAC  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  BRA,  Little  City 
Hall,  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  and  other 
organizations  1  shall  try  to 
help  the  people  of  District  13 
as  much  as  possible  because 
by  helping  them,  they  help 
die  rest  of  the  South  End  re- 
main balanced. 


LAWRENCE  G.  CASSIE 
13  St.  George  Street 

As  a  member  of  SEPAC  I 
shall  endeavor  to  represent 
all  of  the  people  of  district  13 
in  particular,  but  also  I  shall 
consider  the  maintenance  of 
the  South  End  as  a  mixed 
neighborhood  when  making 
decisions  directly  related  to 
this  area. 

I  want  to  act  in  the  best  in- 
terest of  my  people  con- 
cerning decisions  dealing 
with  low-income  and 
moderate  income  housing: 
with  tenant  and  landlord 
relationships;  and  with  the 
very  real  problem  of  keeping 
the  South  End  a  balanced 
community,  economically, 
socially  and  ethnically. 

In  particular  1  feel  that  in 
order  to  maintain  a  sense  of 
balance  in  the  South  End  we 
need  to  give  careful  thought 
and  consideration  when 
planning  for  new  housing.  It 
would  not  be  in  anyone's 
benefit  to  have  the  South 
End  an  area  of  all  low  or 
moderately  low  income 
housing,  nor  would  it  be  right 
to  dispense  with  constructing 
low  income  subsidized  hous- 
ing. Maintaining  a  t^       ce  of 


JOHN  B.  FITZGERALD,  JR. 
11  St.  George  Street,  Apt.  0 

My  aims,  if  elected,  will 
concentrate  on  housing  for 
welfare,  low-iticome  and 
low-moderate  income  in- 
dividuals. It  will  also  be  my 
aim  to  stymie  a  movement 
presently  existing  in  the 
South  End  that,  if  allowed  to 
continue,  will  destroy  the 
present  ethnic-cultural  mix- 
ture of  the  South  End.  It  is 
this  mixture  that  makes  the 
South  End  unique.  II  is  also 
this  unique  mixture  that  can 
he  utilized  in  proving  that  in- 
tegration of  all  walks  of  life, 
without  surrendering 
cultural  differences,  is  not 
only  possible,  but  quite 
feasible. 

1  can't  guarantee  that  I'll 
do  a  good  job;  but,  I  can 
guarantee  that  I'll  certainly 
do  my  best  to  be  a  true 
representative  of  all  Ihe  peo- 
ple of  my  district  and  Ihe 
Soulh  End. 


ANNA  RIVIERA 
10  E.  Brookline  Street 

Resident  of  the  South  End 
for  19  years. 

I  am  concerned  with  belter 
and  improved  living  con- 
ditions in  Ihe  Soulh  End.  es- 
pecially low  income  people 
who  never  seem  to  have 
equal  opportunity. 
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EDNA  SMITH 
16  E.  Brookline  Street 

My  name  is  Edna  Smith. 
Mother  of  eight  children, 
I've  lived  in  the  South  End 
quite  a  long  time.  Twenty- 
four  years  in  the  Cathedral 
Project.  I've  been  involved  in 
the  community:  SNAP  board 
mepiber,  OFC  board 
member.  I've  been  trying 
very  hard  to  get  the  people  to 
stay  in  the  South  End.  I 
decided  to  run  for  SEPAC 
because  I  feel  I  could  help 
my  neighbors  better. 

Come  on  South  Enders, 
let's  pull  together  and  fight 
for  better  housing  for  us. 

DISTRICT 
14 

Includes  Bradford- 
Shawmut,  Union  Park 
Street  areas 
VOTE  AT: 
Holy  Trinity  Church, 
Shawmut  Avenue. 

RICHARD  R.  BOURBEAU 
294  Shawmut  Avenue 

I  am  a  master's  candidate 
in  Urban  Affairs  at  Boston 
University  and  a  South  End 
tenant  resident  since  1970. 
Involvement  in  community 


issues  made  me  quick  to 
realize  how  diverse  and 
segmented  our  district  is. 
We  are  not  a  residen- 
tially  contiguous  district. 
Neighborhoods  are  split  by 
commercial  and  light  in- 
dustrial strips,  the  EL,  and 
acres  of  vacant  and  neg- 
lected land.  I  am  running 
as  a  district  representative 
not  on  personality  and  not  on 
one  issue  alone.  I  am  running 
for  a  full  two-year  term  and 
intend  addressing  myself  to 
all  the  issues  that  will  arise 
in  our  district.  By  main- 
taining contact  with  all  con- 
stituents I  hope  also  to  create 
issues,  thereby  lessening 
dependence  on  the  trend  of 
"administration  by  crisis."  I 
have  both  the  time  and  the 
compelling  desire  to  be  a  tru- 
ly representative  person  for 
our  District  and  will  expend 
an  extra  amount  of  effort  in 
breaking  the  barrier  of  the 
EL. 

JOHN  CURRAN 
21  Bradford  Street 

I  have  taken  my  commit- 
ment to  SEPAC  very  serious- 
ly, which  is  reflected  in  my 
attendance  statistics  for  the 
last  two  years.  Although  I 
haven't  been  totally  against 


Pine  Street,  my  position  on 
this  issue  has  changed,  due 
largely  in  part  to  the  present 
Mayor's  announcement  on 
this  issue.  I  will  not  vote  in 
favor  of  Pine  Street  if  it  is  to 
be  a  cil\'-wide  magnet,  as  he 
has  staled. 

I  am  not  a  one-issue  can- 
didate. During  the  past  two 
years.  1  have  worked  on 
behalf  of  the  Greek  com- 
munity on  Union  Park  Street, 
personally  lobbying  with 
members  of  the  BRA  lo  allow 
these  people  the  right  to  re- 
main in  their  community.  I 
have  worked  on  the  develop- 
ment of  Peters  Park  and  tried 
to  speed  up  its  implementa- 
tion, and  have  spoken  before 
the  Boston  City  Council  the 
last  two  years  in  support  of 
bond  issue  for  street  im- 
provements for  the  South 
End. 

The  overall  interest  of 
District  14's  neighborhood 
improvements  have  been 
well-represented  on  SEPAC 
during  the  last  two  years. 

ALICE  KALIL 
42  Bradford  Street 


MRS.  OLGA  R.  ULCHAK 
19  Bradford  Street 

It  is  my  belief  that  the 
South  End  can  be  the  well 


balanced  and  well  integrated 
community  in  which  people 
of  all  ethnic,  racial,  religious, 
and  economic  levels  can 
live  in  peace  and  har- 
mony ,  .  .  thus  creating  the 
kind  of  community  fabric 
from  which  all  the  residents 
can  benefit  and  feel  pride,  In 
an  effort  to  achieve  such  a 
goal  I  pledge  to  support  those 
things  which  can  help  to 
make  the  South  End  a  well 
balanced  and  well  integrated 
community  in  which  we  can 
live,  work,  play  and  rear  our 
families  with  pride. 

By  the  same  token  I  pledge 
lo  oppose  those  things  which 
would  threaten  to  upset  the 
balance  and  integration  of 
the  community,  and  which 
would  diminish  the  peace  of 
mind,  well  being  and  civic 
pride  of  the  residential  pop- 
ulation. 

My  platform  could  be  said 
to  be; 

— Prevent  the  formation  of 
ghettos  and  instead  .  .  . 

— Strive  for  balance  and 
integration  of  people  from 
the  various  ethnic,  racial  and 
economic  levels  for  a 
healthier  and  happier  com- 
munitv. 

DISTRICT 
15 

Includes  155 
Northampton,  Cam- 
dield  Gardens,  parts  of 
Lenox-Camden,  Grant 
AME  and  Tuckerman. 

VOTE  AT: 
Housing  Project  Base- 
ment, rear  575  Shaw- 
mut Avenue  (enter 
from  Camden  Strret). 


ANNA  JONES 
123  Lenox  Street 

1  have  lived  and  worked  in 
the  Soulh  End  for  many 
years.  Presenll\'.  I  live  in 
FHA  housing  and  so  do  a  lot 
of  my  neighbors,  friends  and 
also  the  people  I  serve.  I  see 
a  great  threat  to  the  interests 
of  Low  and  Moderate  income 
families  and  an  urgent  need 
lo  defend  those  interests. 

What  housing  there  is  for 
Low  and  Moderate  income 
families  is  facing  a  financial 
difficulty.  Rents  are  con- 
tinuing to  rise  yearly,  and 
people  are  being  forced  out. 
While  government  officials 
are  turning  their  backs  on 
people  being  affected. 

Low  and  Moderate  income 
people  are  both  being  short 
changed  in  their  already 
tight  financial  budgets. 

The  whole  future  of  the 
Soulh  End  as  an  integrated 
community  is  in  jeopardy.  I 
pledge  my  full  efforts  on 
SEPAC  to  the  solution  of  this 
problem. 

CORL.IiSS  UPCHURCH 
2  Trotter  Court 


SEPAC  Meetings-  Per  Cent  Attendance,  1973-1975 


Adams,  George 
Cuadrado,  Luz 
Dow,  Harry 
Fontavez,  [ovita 
Lerner,  Michael 
McCarthy,  D.  "Mike" 
Zook,  Doug 
Frazier,  Clark 


July-Sept. 
1973 

100 

60 
100 

40 

BO 

80 
100 

80 


Oct.-Dec 
1973 

80 
20 
100 
0 

100 
60 
100 
100 


Jan-  Mar 
1974 

86 

28 

71 

14 

71 

57 
100 
100 


April-June  |uly-Sept. 


71 
57 

100 
14 
86 
43 
71 

100 


40 
ICQ 
80 
20 
80 
20 
80 
100 


Oct, -Dec. 
1974 

67 
63 
100 
0 
83 
33 
67 
67 


)an.-March  April-June 


67 
50 
100 
0 
83 
0 
33 
100 


71 
100 
100 
0 

100 
0 
57 
100 


DISTRICT  1     Baber,  Morell 


DISTRICT  2 


Bradley,  Phil 
Canada,  Veola 


100 
60 


DISTRICT  3 


I-Iarris,  Ena 
Moore,  Florence 


Aaron,  Ruth 
Kee,  Ralph 


100 
40 


100 
20 
80 
20 


50 
100 


100 
80 


57 
100 


Rogers,  Anderson 
Rogers,  Gloria 


Sprogis,  David 
Young,  losh 


33 
100 


DISTRICT  7 


Geddes,  Ron 
Hajjar,  leanette 


DISTRICT  8 


Ewing.  Roberta 
Jameson,  Lloyd 


DISTRICT  9 


Drumgold,  Juanda 
Gibson,  Katie  


60 
100 


DISTRICT  10 


Parker,  David 
Zeller,  Herbert 


80 
100 


100 
100 


100 
100 


100 
60 


DISTRICT  11 


Marrero  Sonia 
Quinta 


DISTRICT  13 


Riviera,  Anna 
Young,  Pat 


Curran,  John 
DISTRICT  14  Crampton,  Kathleen 


100 
80 


100 
43 


100 
50 


100 
28 
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What  is  SEPAC? 


The  South  End  Project  Area 
Committee  (SEPAC)  is  the 
officially-elected  community 
advocate  and  watchdog  over 
housing,  urban  renewal,  and 
capital  improvement  matters  in  the 
South  End. 

SEPAC  is  officially  recognized  by 
the  City  of  Boston,  the  Boston  Re- 
development Authority,  and  the 
federal  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  for  the 
purpose  of  monitoring  urban 
renewal  within  the  South  End. 

Among  other  "powers,"  SEPAC 
has  a  recognized  veto  over 
demolition  and  naming  developers 
on  City-owned  land. 

What  Does  SEPAC  Do? 

In  recent  months,  SEPAC  has 
published  a  report  on  FHA  housing 
for  the  South  End  community, 
joined  Melhunion  tenants  in  their 


lawsuit  against  HUD.  helped  stop 
evictions  and  secure  312  loans  for 
Ihe  Greek  community  on  Union 
Park  Street,  and  won  additional 
low-interesi  homeowner  loans  from 
the  federal  government. 

SEPAC  has  also  helped  win  $20 
million  in  City  improvements  from 
the  Cily  Council  and  assisted 
neighborhood  residents  in 
reviewing  plans  for  a  high-rise 
luxury  apartments  on  the  former 
site  of  Tent  City.  SEPAC's  Special 
Housing  Committee  has  published 
a  170-page  report  which  is  the  most 
detailed  and  informative  study  ever 
conducted  of  South  End  housing 
needs,  with  recommendations  for 
community  action. 

What  Will  The  Next  SEPAC  Do? 

In  the  next  two  years,  SEPAC 
members  will  decide  on  how  the 
BRA'S   priorities  should  be  set 


regarding  millions  of  dollars  in 
public  funds  for  housing  and 
capital  improvements.  SEPAC  will 
be  faced  with  the  problems  of  FHA 
tenants  in  their  struggles  against 
rent  increases,  evictions  and  bad 
housing  conditions.  SEPAC  will 
also  examine  the  prospects  for  low- 
interest  funds  for  home  improve- 
ment loans  for  homeowners  and 
may  propose  new  strategies  for 
assisting  homeowners  and  tenants 
with  resources  from  the  City.  State 
and  Federal  Government. 

In  short,  the  next  SEPAC  will 
deal  with  issues  of  crucial  impor- 
tance to  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
South  End  tenants  and  home- 
owners. Residents  who  want  to  help 
shape  the  decisions  that  can  affect 
their  lives  should  vote  for  the 
candidates  of  their  choice  in  the 
July  15  SEPAC  elections. 


The  Polls  will  be  open 
from  8  am  to  8  pm . 

You  can  vote  for  9  At 
Large  Candidates  and 
2  District  Candidates. 

If  you  have  any 
questions  about  where 
to  vote  or  eligibility  to 
vote,  please  call 

SEPAC  (262-4318) 
or  the 
Little  City  Hall 
(267-4010). 

Don't  forget  the  SNAP, 
IBA,  and  Community 
Health  Center  elections 
also  being  held  on 
July  15. 


SEPAC  Election  Districts- July  15 


SOUTH  END  URBAN  RENEWAL  AREA  R-S6 


DISTRICT  1  Housing  Project  Basement  rear  575 

Shawmut  Avenue  (enter  from  Camden  Street) 

DISTRICT  2  New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  corner 

W.  Concord  St.  and  Tremont 

DISTRICT  3  George  Bancroft  School,  Appleton 

Street. 

DISTRICT  4  Charles  E.  Mackey  School, 
Montgomery  Street. 

DISTRICT  5  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Shawmut 
Avenue. 


Polling  Locations 

DISTRICT  6  New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  corner 
W.  Concord  Si.  and  Tremont. 
DISTRICT  7  Charles  E.  Mackey  School. 
Montgomery  Street. 

DISTRICT  8  Charles  E.  Mackey  School. 
Montgomery  Street, 

DISTRICT  9  Housing  Project  Basement,  rear  575 
Shawmut  Avenue  (enter  from  Camden  Street). 
DISTRICT  10  Joseph  J.  Hurley  School,  70 
Worcester  Street. 


DISTRICT  11  St.  Stephens  Church,  ShaWmut 

Avenue. 

DISTRICT  12  Joshua  Bales  School.  Harrison 

Avenue. 

DISTRICT  13  Cathedral  Housing  Project,  20  East 

Brookline  Street. 

DISTRICT  14  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Shawmut 
Avenue. 

DISTRICT  15  Housing  Project  Basement,  rear 
575  Shawmut  Avenue  (enter  from  Camden 
Street). 
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Record  Vote 

United  Slate  Sweeps  SEPAC  Election 


Candidates  supported  by  the 
South  End  United  Slate,  a  coalition 
of  tenants  and  homeowners  from  a 
wide  variety  of  ethnic  groups, 
marched  to  a  sweeping  citory  taking 
37  out  of  39  seats  in  the  July  15 
SEPAC  election,  carrying  all  9  At 
Large  seats  by  a  2V2  to  1  margin. 

A  record  2933  South  End 
residents  voted  in  the  1-day  elec- 
tion, despite  tougher  voting  re- 
quirements imposed  for  the  first 
time  by  Mayor  White. 

Over  1000  new  voters  registered 
at  the  SEPAC  polls  on  July  15  in 
order  to  vote  in  the  SEPAC  elec- 
tions. This  may  be  a  record  for  1- 
day  registration  in  a  single  Boston 
neighborhood,  according  to  City 
Election  Department  officials. 

United  vs.  At  Large  Slates 

The  campaign  centered  around 
Iwo  "Slates"  running  for  the  9  At- 
Large  seats  and  the  candidates  Ihey 
sup[)orled  in  the  15  neighborhood 
districts.  The  victorious  al-large 
"United  Slate"  candidates,  polling 
between  1640  and  1848  votes,  ran  on 

Public  Hearing: 


a  platform  of  uniting  the  many 
ethnic  groups  in  the  South  End 
behind  a  strong,  effective  and 
representative  SEPAC.  The  United 
Slate  was  made  up  of  4  Blacks,  1 
Spanish-speaking.  1  Chinese  and  3 
White  candidates. 

The  United  Slate  supported 
measures  aimed  at  protecting  ex- 
isting residents  against  rent  and  tax 
increases,  support  for  elderly 
residents,  and  protection  of  small 
businesses  threatened  by  the 
effects  of  proposed  street  im- 
provements. The  group  also  sup- 
ported the  provision  of  adequate 
low  cost  housing  for  South  End 
residents  and  opposed  real  estate 
speculation. 

The  losing  "At-Large  Slate"  can- 
didates polled  between  55fi  and  788 
voles,  with  retired  South  End 
realtor  Belly  Gibson  leading  the 
group  with  788  voles.  The  "At-Large 
Slate"  included  several  people 
associated-  with  [he  Citizens  Com- 
mittee for  a  Balanced  Stiuth  End, 
which  had  opposed  se\'eral 
low/moderate   income  housing 


At-Large  United  Slate  candidates  elected  to  SEPAC  are:  (front  row.  left  to 
right)  Holly  Young;  )ose  Victor  Gonzalez:  Harry  Dow;  Morell  Baber;  (back 
row)  George  Adams;  Henry  Wood;  Marlene  Stephens:  Herb  Hershfang; 
Mark  Manuel. 


proposals.  There  were  7  Whites  and 
2  Blacks  on  the  "At-Large  Slate." 

The  "At-Large  Slate"  ran  on  a 
platform  calling  for  a  "mix"  and 
"balance"  in  new  housing  and  in 
existing  FHA-t'inanced  projects, 
with  more  market  rent  units  for  up- 
per income  tenants.  The  group  op- 


posed to  the  relocation  fo  the  Pine 
Street  Inn  and  supported  commer- 
cial tlevelopment  in  the  albany 
Street  area,  and  called  for  an  "ur- 
ban homesteading"  program  for 
abandoned  BRA  buildings. 

At  least  one  "At-Large  Slate"  can- 
(Continued  on  page  7) 


Funding  Needs  for  the  South  End 
Monday,  Sept.  8  -  Hurley  School 


At  SEPAC's  request,  the  South 
End  little  City  Hall  is  conducting  a 
PUBLIC  HEARING  on  Monday, 
Septemher  8  al  the  Hurley  school 
on  Worcester  Street  starting  at  7:00 
p.m.  The  purpose  of  this  public 
hearing  is  to  give  South  End 
residents  another  opportunity  to  in- 
form the  City  as  to  what  the  South 
End  needs  are  for  new  public 
facilities,  improvements  in  existing 
housing,  commercial  development, 
job  and  services  programs,  or  other 
purposes. 

Mayor  to  Decide 

This  fall,  the  Mayor  will  decide 
on  how  much  funding  the  South 
End  will  receive  to  meet  all  these 
needs  and  which  funding  source 
will  be  used  (including  the  new 
federal  "Community  Develop- 
ment/Block Grant,  or  CDBG. 
program).  The  City  has  imposed  a 
very  tight  time  schedule  on  the 
South  End  and  has  asked  the  new- 
ly-elected SEPAC  for  its  recom- 
mendations by  early  September  al 
the  latest. 

SEPAC  felt  that  it  was  important 
10  hold  a  hearing  after  Labor  Day 
because  the  two  public  hearings 
held  in  July  by  the  Little  City  Hall 
for  this  same  purpose  were  not 


..ell-attended  (around  25-35 
people).  Few  people  knew  about 
these  meetings  due  to  inadequate 
publicity  and  distribution  of  infor- 
mation. 

How  Much  for  the  South  End? 

although  we  know  that  the  City 
has  limited  resources  and  that  not 
all  of  the  community's  needs  can  be 
met  right  away,  how  much  money 
the  South  End  gets  from  all  funding 
sources  will  be  heavily  influenced 
by  how  many  people  come  to  this 
hearing  and  how  clear  their  re- 
quests for  funds  are. 

SEPAC  intends  to  submit  all 
reasonable  requests  on  South  End 
priorities  to  the  City  as  a  total 
"package"  of  South  End  needs  from 
all  available  funding  sources,  in- 
cluding CDBG. 

Community  Priorities 
Based  in  part  on  what  happens  at 
this  hearing,  SEPAC  will  also  make 
recommendations  to  the  Mayor  on 
priorities  for  spending  funds  in  the 
South  End.  especially  for  the  CDBG 
program  in  1976.  The  Mayor's  Of- 
fice has  named  SEPAC  as  the 
leading  voice  of  the  South  End  in 
identifying  and  recommending 
priorities  to  the  City.  The  SEPAC 
meeting  to  discuss  and  vote  on 


SEPAC  member  Harry  Dow  demands 
revenue-sharing  hearing  last  fall. 

these  "priority  recommendations" 
will  be  held  on  September  10  at  48 
Rutland  Street  at  7:30  p.m.  All 
SEPAC  meetings  are  open  to  the 
public. 

A  time  schedule  is  printed  on 
page  2  of  this  Newsletter  for  SEPAC 
to  complete  its  priority  recommen- 
dations to  the  Mayor  with  the 
boradest  possible  citizen  input.  A 
description  of  CDBG  and  other 
government  funding  programs 
appears  on  pages  2  and  6.  If  you 
have  any  questions  or  need  infor- 
mation about  CDBG  or  other 
programs,  please  contact  the 
SEPAC  office  al  262-4318. 


BRA  honor  its  commitments  at  first 


Proposals,  Speakers  Invited 
People  who  wish  to  speak  at  the 
hearing  should  contact  the  SEPAC 
office  (374  Columbus  Ave.; 
262-4318)  for  a  spot  on  the  agenda. 
Those  who  sign  up  before  the  hear- 
ing will  be  given  priority  on  the 
agenda  over  those  who  sign  up  dur- 
ing the  hearing.  Each  speaker  will 
be  allowed  a  maximum  of  five  (5) 
minutes  to  speak.  Those  who  have 
not  yet  done  so  but  who  wish  to 
make  written  proposals  for  spen- 
ding CDBG  or  other  funds  should 
present  them  at  the  hearing,  or  send 
them  to  SEPAC  before  or  soon  after 
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What  Is  the  CDBG  Program  ? 


The  Cominunily  Develop- 
ment/Block Grant  Program  (CDBG) 
is  a  new  federal  funding  program, 
under  the  City's  control,  which 
replaces  several  old  programs  in- 
cluding Urban  Renewal,  Model 
Cities  and  others. 

The  new  federal  Huusinp  Act. 
which  sel  up  the  CDBG  program, 
gives  the  City  broad  flexibility  in 
setting  priorities  for  the  use  of 
CDBG  funds.  Bui  there  are  restric- 
tions on  the  type  of  activity  which 
can  be  funded,  and  the  emphasis  is 
on  housing  and  physical  activities. 

CDBG  funds  can  be  used  by  the 
City  to  buy  up  for  rehabilitation  or 
demolition  of  decaying  or  blighted 
property:  fix  up  and  modernize 
public  housing  such  as  Cathedral; 
build  public  facilities  such  as 
streets,  sidewalks,  parks  or  com- 
munity centers;  and  provide  public 
services  that  are  "necessary  and 
appropriate"  to  support  physical 
development. 

CDBG  funds  can  not  be  used  for 
new  housing  construction;  income 
payments  to  individuals;  new 
schools,  sports  and  cultural  centers, 
and  government  buildings;  and 
maintenance  costs. 

CDBG  in  1975 

Last  year,  the  City  received  about 
$30  million  in  CDGB  funds.  This 
was  in  addition  to  the  City's  own 
Capital  Improvement  budget  of 
over  $200  million  last  year  for 
similar  activities.  After  City  Coun- 
cil and  Mayor's  office  cuts,  the 
South  End  is  scheduled  to  receive 
$2.5  million  (about  8  per  cent)  of  the 
city's  CDGB  money,  mainly  for  Ur- 
ban Renewal  Programs.  This 
amount  to  the  South  End  is  in  addi- 
tion to  a  planned  $7  million  grant 
under  the  old   Urban  Renewal 


What  Is  SEPAC? 

The  South  End  Project  Area 
Committee  (SEPAC)  is  the 
officially-elected  community  ad- 
vocate and  watchdog  over  hous- 
ing, urban  renewal,  and  capital 
improvement  matters  in  the 
South  End. 

SEPAC  is  officially  recognized 
by  the  City  of  Boston,  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority,  and 
the  federal  Department  of  Hous- 
ing and  Urban  Development  for 
the  purpose  of  monitoring  urban 
renewal  within  the  South  End. 

Among  other  "powers," 
SEPAC  has  a  recognized  veto 
over  demolition  and  naming 
developers  on  City-owned  land. 


program  administered  by  the  BRA, 
and  a  $9  million  City  Bond 
authorization  for  sewer  and  park 
construction  this  year. 

In  dividing  up  CDBG  funds 
amonjJ  the  neighborhoods,  the 
Mayor  is  supposed  to  give  priority 
to  neighborhoods  with  a  relatively 
high  concentration  of  lower-income 
people,  according  lo  the  new  Hous- 
ing Act.  Neighborhoods  which  were 
part  of  the  older  Urban  Renewal  or 
Model  Cities  programs  are  also  sup- 
posed to  get  a  relatively  larger 
share  in  order  to  close  out  the  City's 
obligations.  Thus.  CDBG  money 
cannot  be  given  out  on  a  population 
basis  but  must  take  into  account  the 
needs  of  poorer  neighborhoods, 
such  as  most  of  the  South  End. 

The  City  has  outlined  a  strategy, 
however,  of  channeling  more  funds 
into  "marginal"  neighborhoods 
such  as  Jamaica  Plain  and  parts  of 
Dorchester  which  have  received 
relatively  few  federal  funds  in  the 
past.  This  will  mean  a  declining 
share  of  federal  money  flowing  into 
neigbborhoods  like  the  South  End 
or  Charlestown. 


CDBG  Priority  Schedule 


Time  Schedule  for  Deciding  and  SubmHting  South 
End  Priorities  for  CDBG  to  the  Mayor 

1)  Mail  letters  to  all  neighborhood,  tenant  and  com- 
munity groups  in  the  South  End  informing  them 
of  theCily's  deadline,  the  ongoing  process  at 
SEPAC.  and  inviting  them  lo  submit  requests  for 
funds  or  make  recommendations  on  priorities  for 
the  South  End  either  directly  to  SEPAC  or  at  the 
upcoming  public  hearing  sponsored  by  SEPAC 
for  this  purpose 

2)  Publish  information  about  the  upcoming  public 
hearing  and  CDBG  funding  in  the  SEPAC 
Newsletter 

3)  Public  hearing  with  the  appropriate  City  and 
BRA  officials  present  to  answer  questions  an- 
bout  CDBG  and  other  funding  programs  and  to 
hear  South  End  residents  testify  on  community 
needs 

4)  Final  SEPAC  "Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  CDBG" 
meetings  to  review  written  requests  and  the 
testimony  from  the  public  hearing 

5]  Ad  Hoc  Committee  reports  to  SEPAC  at  its 
regular  public  meeting.  SEPAC  votes  on  the 
report  after  'discussion,  including  non-SEPAC 
members 

6]  SEPAC  recommendations  forwarded  to  the 
Mayor  for  action 


By  Sept.  3 


By  Sept.  3 


Monday, 
September  8 
Hurley 
School  7:00  - 
10:00  p.m. 
Sept.  9 


Wednesday, 
Sept.  10  7:30 
p.m.  48 
Rutland  St. 
Sept.  11 


Alternatives  to  CDBG  Funds 


Community  Development/Block 
Grant  (CDBG)  funds  are  only  one 
source  of  funds  for  improving  ex- 
isting housing  and  providing  capital 
improvements  and  neighborhood 
services.  Other  city,  state  and 
federal  programs  exist  which  can 
be  used  for  the  same  purposes  as 
CDBG  funds.  . 

The  article  that  follows  gives  a 
rough  sketch  of  some  of  three  fun- 
ding options  for  the  South  End, 

Urban  Renewal 
and  City  Bond  Issue 

"Capital     Improvements"  are 

new.  (Streets,  sewers,  water  mains, 
street  lights,  parks  and  public 
facilities.  As  an  Urban  Renewal 


EDITORIAL  POLICY 
The   SEPAC   Newsletter  is 
published  every  two  months  un- 
der the  terms  of  the  current 
SEPAC  contract  with  the  BRA. 

Editorial  supervision  rests 
with  the  SEPAC  staff  and  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  under 
guidelines  adopted  by  SEPAC. 
Unless  otherwise  noted,  all  ar- 
ticles are  prepared  by  the 
SEPAC  staff  subject  to  Executive 
Committee  reveiw. 


South  Enders  Sought  for  BRA  Board 

BRA  Board  Appointment 

Mayor  Kevin  H.  While,  in  his  first  meeting  with  the  newly-elected 
SEPAC  members,  responded  fiivorably  to  the  SEPAC's  request  to  recom- 
mend a  qualified  resident  of  the  South  End  are  for  appointment  to  the  up- 
coming vacant  sent  nn  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA]  Board. 
The  Mayor  slated  that  "if  you  give  me  three  names,  and  I  feel  that  oen  of 
them  would  be  qualified,  I  will  speak  to  the  Governor  who  will  make  this 
appointment." 

The  BRA  Board  is  composed  of  five  memliers  who  are  responsible  for 
all  of  the  decisions  affecting  urban  renewal  in  the  City's  urban  renewal 
areas,  of  which  the  South  End  is  the  largest.  Each  member  serves  a  five 
year  term.  None  of  the  present  Board  members  lives  in  the  South  End.  and 
SEPAC  feels  that,  due  to  the  size  and  complexity  of  the  South  End  Urban 
Renewal  Area  that  at  least  one  member  of  the  BRA  Board  should  come 
from  the  South  End. 
SEPAC  is  currently  in  the  pnnii'ss  n\  [niHinjj  l(ij:;cthrr  nimn's  of  pnlcnlial 
;an(li(!ales"  and  will  sclecl  ihn'c  iiiiincs  i->  Milnnii  h>  ihc  M.ivoi  hv  mid- 
September.  Qualificaliiins  w<iiilil  iiH  lmir:  i csidcni.y  in  ihc  Sniilh  Knd; 
willingness  to  make  a  five  year  limi;  commilmf'nl  an<l  lo  df^vott;  al)c)ut  ont 
day  a  week  lo  Board  responsibilities;  familiarity  and/or  ex|)erience  in 
regard  to  urban  renewal  mailers.  Interested  parlies  should  submit 
resume  of  their  hackgrmind  and  irxperience  lo  SEPAC  as  soon  as  possibl 


Area,  the  South  End  gets  most  of  its 
physical  (or  "capital")  im- 
provements, through  the  BRA. 
which  then  turns  them  over  to  City 
Departments  for  permanent 
maintenance.  (An  exception  is  new 
schools,  which  are  built  by  the  City 
Public  Facilities  Department. 

The  BRA  gets  its  money  from  (1) 
the  federal  government  through 
HUD  in  the  "Item  1"  (urban 
renewal]  program  or.  more  recenl- 
ly,  through  CDBG  funds  ad- 
ministered by  the  City:  and  (2)  local 
and  slate  governmenrs  "matching 
share",  mainly  thrnugh  the 
issuance  of  Cily  bonds  [called 
"Item  11"  funds). 

The  City's  proposeti  biuigel  for 
new  improvements  for  the  South 
End  in  1975  is  spelled  out  in  Table  1. 
The  Cily  Counci)  voted  lo  cut  the 
City-wide  Urban  Renewal  portion 
of  CDBG  by  S9n0.n00,  which  the 
Mayor's  Office  decided  lo  lake  en- 
tirely ou)  of  the  South  End  rather 
than  distributing  il  equally  among 
the  urban  renewal  projects. 

It  is  still  not  certain  on  what 
specific  items  from  this  proposed 
1975  budget  these  cuts  will  even- 
tually be  made.  Neither  the  City  or 
the  BRA  can  yet  give  any  indication 
of  what  items  CDBG  was  scheduled 
for,  and  for  what  items  Item  I  funds 
were  to  be  used.  However,  three 
points  stand  out: 

1)  Only  aboul  $14. 4  million  out  of 
a  $22  million  BRA  budget  was 
planned  in  1975  for  physical  im- 
provements. About  $3.6  million  was 
scheduled  for  relocation  costs;  and 
the  rest  for  interest  and  administra- 
tion. 

2)  About  2/3. of  the  money 
planned  in  1975  for  South  End 
capital  im|iroVemenls  came  from  a 
local  City  bund  issue,  not  federal 
CDBG  or  Urban  Renewal  money. 
(This  does  not  include  additional 
City  money  spent  on  the  new 
nlackslone  and  Carter  schools.) 

3)  After  deducing  for  relocation, 
it  appears  as  though  most  of  the 
South  End's  CDBG  funds  will  be 
spent  on  interest  payments,  ad- 
ministrative costs,  and/or  street 
contracts. 


Uifoan  Renewal 

Under  the  1966  Urban  Renewal 
Plan,  the  City.  BRA  and  HUD  are 
legally  obligated  to  spend  as  much 
as  $20  million  in  order  to  complete 
Plan  commitments  for  new  streets, 
sewers  and  public  improvements. 
More  funds  could  he  spent  to 
"write-down"  the  cost  of  BRA- 
owned  land  to  promote  develop- 
ment in  accordance  with  Plan  goals 
and  in  order  to  meet  federal 
obligations  to  provide 
"replacement"  housing  for  people 
displaced  by  Urban  Renewal.  The 
BRA  estimates  that  remaining  land 
acc|uisilion  oliligations  would  cost 
abtjut 

The  Cily,  BRA  and  HUD  may  also 
l)e  liablf  for  millions  more  in 
rcln(,.ilif)n  benefits  to  the  thousands 
1)1  South  F.nders  who  were  entitled 
In  Ihem  bul  never  were  informed 
about  their  rights  or  received  any 
mtmey.  And  the  governmenl  may 
he  obligated  lo  provide  additional 
rehabilitation  a.ssislance,  such  as 
!ow-inleresl  loans  lo  homeowners, 
in  order  lo  bring  ihe  estimated 
remaining  4.500  substandard  units 
in  the  South  End's  rowhouse  stock 
up  to  City  code  standards  for  ex- 
isting residents.  (City  CDBG  funds 
can  be  used  for  this  purpose.] 

Besides  these  obligations  under 
the  Plan,  additional  public  im- 
provements can  be  funded  out  of 
City  bond  issues  and/or  CDBG. 

Off  the  Hook 
With  these  kinds  of  urban 
renewal  commitments,  the  City  will 
be  tempted  to  use  CDBG  lo  get  itself 
off  the  hook  financially  rather  than 
spending  CDBG  on  other  programs 
(such  as  public  housing  or  other  im- 
provements not  in  the  Urban 
Renewal  Plan)  and  committing 
itself  to  more  City  bond  issues. 

The  City  of  Boston  may  be  eligi- 
ble for  more  Item  I  urban  renewal 
money  in  1976.  Boston  is  one  of  only 
12  cities  nation-wide  eligible  for 
"urgent  needs"  appropriations 
authorized  in  the  new  Housing  Act 
(Continued  on  page  6) 


New  SEPAC  Organizes,  Fights  for  Veto 


The  newly-elected  SEPAC  has 
wasted  no  time  in  organizing  to  ad- 
dress housing  and  renewal 
problems  in  the  South  End-. 

Before  being  officially  sworn  in, 
the  new  groups  met  on  July  28  with 
Mayor  White  to  discuss  the  basic 
structure  and  powers  of  SEPAC.  At 
the  fneeting,  the  Mayor  promised 
he  would  seek  to  overturn  the  ac- 
tion of  the  BRA  Board  on  July  10  in 
giving  the  "Frankie  O'Day"  block 
on  Columbus  Avenue  over  to  a 
single  developer. 

The  oul-going  SEPAC  had  vetoed 
by  a  20  to  2  margin  the  BRA  staff's 
plans  to  give  the  O'Day  buildings  lo 
a  single  developer  instead  of  giving 
adequate  consideration  to  the  plans 
of  the  neighborhood  Tent  City  Task 
Force.  The  Task  Force  has  been 
studying  alternative  ownership 
ideas,  including  condominiums  and 
"sweat  equity,"  that  could  make  the 
buildings  more  affordable  by  South 
End  residents. 

The  BRA  Board  ignored  SEPAC's 
action  a  week  before  the  |uly  15 
SEPAC  election,  despite  a  provision 
in  the  Mayor's  1969  Charier  gran- 
ting SEPAC  a  veto  power  over  new 
developers.  The  arguments  of 
several  community  spokespeople. 
including  Rep.  Mel  King,  Ken 
Kruckemeyer  and  Mike  Lerner  of 
the  Tent  City  Task  Force,  were  re- 
jected by  the  BRA  along  with 
SEPAC's  veto. 

The  new  SEPAC  voted  at  its  first 
meeting  on  |uly  30  to  reaffirm  the 
veto  of  the  out-going  group.  "Both 
SEPAC  groups  acted  to  give  the 
Tent  City  Task  Force  more  time  to 
explore  new  development  ideas 
and  to  make  sure  that  the  new  hous- 
ing is  affordable  to  South  Enders," 
explained  Phil  Bradley,  new 
SEPAC  Moderator.  "When  com- 
munity residents  have  been  work- 
ing a  long  time  on  neighborhood 
housing  plans,  as  the  Tent  City 
group  has.  SEPAC's  role  is  to  help 
make  sure  the  BRA  and  other  agen- 
cies give  the  community  a  fair 
shake  and  adequate  consideration 
to  neighborhood  ideas  and 
proposals."  


The  next  issue  of  the  SEPAC 
Ncwslellcr  will  include  a  status 
report  of  the  Tent  City  issues. 
New  Officers 

At  the  July  30  meeting  of  the  new 
SEPAC.  new  officers  were  elected 
to  serve  for  a  tine-year  term.  They 

Phil    Bradley,  Moderator 
(Chairperson) 

George  Adams.  Staff  Coordinator 
(Vice-Chairperson) 

I.arry  (ones.  Treasurer 

Roslyn  Watson.  Clerk 

The  officers  together  form  an  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  which  carries 
out  the  votes  of  SEPAC.  sets  up  the 
agenda  for  SEPAC  meetings,  and 
supervises  the  day-to-day  business 
of  the  organization,  including  the 
SEPAC  staff. 

At  the  August  13  meeting,  the  new 
SEPAC  adopted  a  Standing  Com- 
mittee structure  to  deal  with  South 
End  housing  and  renewal  issues. 
The  Committees  and  their 
Chairpersons  are:  Tenant  Com- 
mittee, Morell  Baber;  City  and 
Social  Services  Committee,  Myra 
McAdoo;  Urban  Renewal,  Henry 
Wood.  A  chairperson  has  not  yet  Cosmopolitan-Ellis  area  to  oversee 
been  selected  for  the  Homeowner  development  of  the  Tent  City 
Committee  set  up  on  August  13.  neighborhood;  the  Pine  Street  Inn 
One  major  new  feature  of  the  Task  Force,  chaired  by  Ron  Ceddes, 
new  commiitee  set-up  is  that  non-  to  watch  over  the  community's  in- 
SEPAC  members  may  be  appointed  terests  in  the  proposed  relocation  of 
to  serve  on  these  committees.  This  the  Pine  Street  Inn;  the  Bars  Task 
will  allow  SEPAC  to  expand  its  Force,  chaired  by  Roberta  Ewing,  to 
base  in  the  community  and  enable  make  recommendations  on  the 
more  people  lo  get  involved  in  removal  of  undesirable  or  incom- 


SEPAC  projects.  For  example,  other 
South  End  tenants  and  homeowners 
will  be  appointed  to  the  Tenant  and 
Homeowner  Committees  in  an  ef- 
fort to  bring  together  community- 
wide  coalitions  around  issues  fac- 
ing these  groups. 

Special  Task  Forces 

In  addition,  SEPAC  also  appoints 
Special  Task  Forces  from  time  lo 
time  to  deal  with  specific  issues. 
Currently,  SEPAC  supports  the 
Tent  City  Task  Force,  co-chaired  by 
Mike  Lerner  and  Mel  King,  in  the 


"Frankie  G'Doy"  block 
BRA  plans  for  


Mayor  has  promised  to  help  SEPAC  reverse 
development  of  the  "Frankie  O'Day"  block 


palible  bars  and  liquor  es- 
lablishmenls.  Special  Task  Forces 
are  often  chaired  by  non-SEPAC 
members  and  may  have  a  majority 
of  non-SEPAC  members. 

If  you  have  any  ideas  for  new 
Task  Forces  for  SEPAC  to  consider 
or  problems  you  would  like  to  bring 
to  SEPAC's  attention,  contact  your 
SEPAC  representative  (See  p.  4)  or 
the  SEPAC  office  at  262-4318. 
City  Negotiates  with  New  SEPAC 
In  the  july  28  meeting  with  the 
Mayor,  SEPAC  members-elect  also 
raised  the  issue  of  adequate  staff 
budget  for  SEOAC  and  the  contrac- 
tual relationship  between  SEPAC, 
the  BRA,  and  the  City.  The  Mayor 
assigned  his  staff  to  negotiate  with 
the  new  SEPAC  on  these  points  to 
make  sure  that  SEPAC  is  in  a  posi- 
tion more  effectively  to  represent 
the  South  End  in  its  relationship 
with  the  City. 

Presently.  SEPAC  has  only  one 
staffer,  Michael  Kane,  the  Ad- 
ministrator. SEPAC's  budget  comae 
from  federal  HUD  money  but  is  ad- 
ministered by  the  BRA.  "This  has 
created  problems  in  the  past 
because  of  a  BRA  staff  policy  of  us- 
ing. 'The  power  of  the  purse'  to 
waste  SEPAC's  lime  and  energy 
fighting  minor  bureaucratic 
hassles,"  Kane  said.  "The  BRA  has 
also  attempted  in  the  post  lo  muzzle 
and  control  the  SEPAC 
Newsletter." 

Prior  lo  the  july  15  election,  the 
BRA  has  refused  for  over  6  months 
even  to  meet  to  discuss  a  new  con- 
tract. 


Commentary 

South  Enders  Show  Unity  in  SEPAC  Victory 


by  Michael  Ansara 
(Reprinted  from  the  Boston  Globe,  August  15, 1975) 

Given  the  events  of  the  past  year,  By  1969  they  organized  their  own 

it  was  surprising  that  when  3000  popularly  elected  '='t'^«"^  ^""^''^ 

South  End  citizens  turned  out  to  PEURC  (People  s  Elec  ed  Urban 

vote  for  neighborhood  and  racial  Renewal  Commtttee).  City  Ha  and 

unity,  the  media  made  so  little  of  it.  the  BRA  countered  w.th  an  o  ftc.a 

The  election  was  to  select  a  new  council.  Ihe  South  End  Pro|ect  Area 

SEPAC  the  citizens' watchdog  com-  Committee   (SEPAC),  wh.ch  was 

mitlee  to  oversee  Ihe  city's  housing  dominated   by  conservative 

policies  in  the  South  End.  But  the  homeowners  and  real  eastate  r^- 

Lues  involved  went  to  the  heart  of  lerests.  SEPAC  did  l.tlle,  but. 


divided  between  the  predominant-  families.  That  slate  took  37  of  39 

ly  Black  and  Spanish  groups  con-  seals,  winning  by  an  almost  3  to  1 

earned  with  housing  for  low  income  margin 

families   and   the    predominantly  The  new  SEPAC  .s  one  of  the 

while   middle   class  homeowners  most  representative  neighhortiooa 

and  real  estate  interests  who  bodies  in  this  city.  It  accurately 


the  city's  crisis. 

When  Ed  Logue  came  to  Boston  in 
the  early  '60s  lo  take  over  Ihe 
Boston  urban  renewal  program.  Ihe 
South  End  immediately  caught  his 
eye.  For  Logue.  Ihe  South  End 
offered  Ihe  possibility  of  being 
Boston's  equivalent  lo  the  swankly 
refurbished  Georgetown  section  of 
Washington,  D.C.  It  was  irrelevant 
to  him  that  it  would  displace 
thousands  of  families.  The  South 
Enders  themselves,  however, 
thought  Ihis  imporlanl.  They 
organized  and  throughout  Ihe  '60s, 
fought  to  change  the  BRA 
blueprints. 


because  of  Ihe  city's  support. 
SEPAC  lasted, while  PEURC  faded 
awav. 

In  1973.  the  low  income  citizens 
groups  gained  new  influence  by 
running  a  partly  successful  slate  in 
the  SEPAC  elections.  Bui  between 
then  and  this  summer,  SEPAC  has 
lead  a  frustrating  existence.  At 
every  point,  when  SEPAC 
allempted  lo  negotiate  with  the  city 
and  to  defend  their  neighborhood, 
Ihe  BRA  and  Ihe  Mayor's  Office 
would  counler  by  claiming  thai 
SEPAC  didn't  really  represent  the 
South  End.  The  South  End  in  of- 
ficial eyes  was  a  community  evenly 


wanted  to  see  property  values  rise 
at  the  expense  of  low  income  hous- 
ing. 

The  citizens  al  work  with  SEPAC 
saw  their  community  differently. 
They  believed  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  in  the  South  End  wanted  lo 
keep  it  a  mixed  neighborhoood, 
both  ethnically  and  economically. 
They  believed  that  Ihe  desire  lo 
protect  Ihe  South  End  from  destruc 


reflects  the  diversity  of  the  South 
End.  On  it  are  15  whites,  17  blacks, 
five  Spanish  and  two  Chinese. 
Twenty  are  tenants  and  19  are 
homeowners.  This  group  must  de- 
fend a  neighborhood  beset  by 
foreclosures  of  FHA  properties,  tax 
assessment  increases,  urban 
removal  programs  and  a  lack  of 
home  improvement  loan  money. 
The  SEPAC  election  may  have 


protect  Ihe  Soutn  t,na  irom  uebiiuu-       i  ue  ul..    - 

iive  speculators  cul  across  racial    been  ignored  by  the  media  long  out 
'  „r(„„,.|,,.,lih  a    the  neighborhoods. 


lines. 

On  luly  15.  a  long-scheduled  elec- 
tion for  a  new  SEPAC  became  the 
lest  of  exactly  what  housing  policies 
the  majority  of  South  End  families 
desired.  There  were  two  slates.  The 
South  End  United  Slate,  cam- 
paigning in  four  languages, 
appealed  for  a  vole  for  unity  and 
against  the  real  estate  interests  that 
wanted  to.  push  out  lowi  ncome 


of  touch  with  all  the  neighborhoods. 
But  it  was  a  stunning  affirmalion  of 
what  more  and  more  of  the  people 
who  have  lived  all  their  lives  in  this 
city  are  coming  lo  realize.  It  will 
take  evervone  working  together  to 
save  the  neighborhoods  from  those 
who  are  willing  to  see  them 
destroyed  for  private  gain. 

Michael  Ansoro  leaches  at  the 
Boston  Community  School.  
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SEPAC  Election  Results 


Resultadosde  las  Elecciones 


Election  Highlights 

—the  South  End  United  Slate  swept  all  9  At-Large  seats  by  close  to  a 
3to  1  margin 

—District  candidates  supported  by  tbe  United  Slate  won  28  out  of  30 
District  seals,  most  by  wide  margins  with  record  district  votes 

—2933  people  voted,  more  than  800  higher  than  the  3-day  1969  elec- 
tion 

—the  turn-out  was  twice  that  of  the  1971  and  1973  SEPAC  elections 

—record  votes  were  tallied  in  neighborhoods  with  many  Black, 
Spanish  and  Chinese  tenants,  especially  Lower  Roxhury,  Parcel  19, 
Methunion,  Cathedral  and  Castle  Square 

—more  South  Enders  (between  20  and  30'7,  of  eligible  adults)  voted  in 
the  July  15  election,  than  in  many  City  primary  or  regular  elections. 

—1053  people  registered  as  new  voters  on  July  IS,  possibly  a  record 
for  one-day  registration  in  a  single  neighborhood 

—there  are  20  tenants  and  19  homeowners  on  the  new  SEPAC 

-there  are  17  Blacks,  15  Whites,  5  Spanish-speaking  and  2  Chinese  on 
the  new  SEPAC.  This  is  very  close  to  the  South  End's  ethnic  breakdown 
as  shown  by  the  1970  census. 

—the  United  Slate  carried  all  9  Al-Large  spots  in  11  Districts;  8  in  the 
Worcester  Square  area;  7  in  the  Pilot  Block  neighborhood;  4  in  Eight 
Streets;  and  none  in  Ellis. 


At-Lar^e  Candidates 

Dislnct  1 

i. 

s 

O 

0 

7 

o 
8 

n 

9 

1U 

n 

14 

15 

lows 

George  Adams 

104 

144 

221 

39 

115 

129 

93 

27 

77 

110 

357 

87 

144 

75 

90 

1812 

Morrell  Baber 

107 

141 

211 

32 

119 

120 

92 

17 

77 

104 

350 

84 

127 

73 

8P 

1742 

Roberl  A.  Cappello 

5 

49 

46 

52 

44 

119 

74 

29 

7 

59 

45 

70 

23 

30 

15 

667 

lames }.  Chick 

7 

57 

46 

57 

41 

114 

'  79 

33 

10 

72 

48 

71 

24 

32 

17 

708 

Harry  H.  Dow 

101 

139 

209 

45 

130 

141 

126 

36 

68 

109 

361 

B6 

126 

84 

87 

1848 

Belly  Gibson 

20 

56 

55 

60 

44 

130 

81 

38 

12 

73 

50 

79 

37 

33 

20 

788 

Jose  Victor  Gonzales 

104 

137 

212 

42 

112 

147 

99 

30 

70 

113 

369 

86 

144 

75 

83 

1823 

Herbert  Hershfanx 

99 

148 

205 

51 

114 

149 

97 

28 

21 

101 

346 

83 

115 

80 

66 

1703 

David  Kaufman 

9 

57 

39 

52 

34 

117 

70 

26 

5 

61 

51 

72 

24 

31 

15 

663 

Mark  O.  Manuel 

101 

128 

210 

36 

105 

129 

88 

20 

62 

98 

334 

80 

111 

71 

67 

1640 

)oseph  F.  Park,  |r. 

1 

44 

31 

69 

34 

118 

74 

33 

7 

50 

31 

58 

13 

25 

8 

546 

Anderson  Rogers 

5 

39 

26 

55 

55 

111 

64 

21 

3 

54 

35 

65 

14 

20 

5 

572 

David  C.  Sprogis 

7 

41 

36 

66 

28 

140 

74 

28 

4 

53 

33 

62 

22 

27 

5 

626 

Marlene  Stephens 

98 

128 

189 

45 

103 

126 

93 

21 

56 

96 

338 

82 

139 

74 

67 

1655 

leffrey  F.  Slonberg 

4 

38 

30 

69 

31 

105 

67 

26 

5 

51 

24 

62 

14 

25 

5 

556 

Henry  Wood 

104 

155 

207 

48 

110 

141 

100 

29 

60 

102 

338 

87 

123 

76 

68 

1748 

Hollis  Young 

104 

126 

209 

44 

115 

148 

96 

26 

53 

104 

327 

75 

112 

75 

68 

1682 

Herbert  G.  Zeller 

104 
4 

45 

35 

58 

32 

112 

66 

18 

4 

56 

23 

58 

17 

24 

6 

558 

People  Voting 

118 

217 

284 

123 

233 

298 

235 

73 

89 

196 

433 

208 

186 

133 

107 

2933 

I  Your  SEPAC  Representatives  I 


District  Election  Highlights 


AT-LARGE 

Georj^e  Adiims 

Ms.  Morell  Baher 

Harry  Dow 

lose  Victor  Gonziilez 

Herbort  Hershfjing 

Mark  Manuel 

Ms.  Marlene  Stephens 

H(?nry  Wood 

Ms.  Hollis  Yoiin^ 

DISTRICT  I 

Ms.  Ch;jrIo(te  Kahn 

Ms.  Roslyn  Watson 

DISTRICT  2 

Philip  Bradley 

Ms,  Kathleen  Blake 

DISTRICT  3 

Adrian  DuCllie 

Ms.  Kna  Harris 

DISTRICT  4 

Ms.  Barbara  Anderson 

Richard  Soden 

DISTRICT  5 

Ms.  Myra  McAdoo 

Ms.  Anna  M.  Wong 

DISTRICT  6 

Joshua  A.  S.  YovinR 

Dan  Kennedy 

DISTRICT  7 

Clark  Frazier 

Peter  Melz 

DISTRICT  8 

Newell  Cook 

Gardener  Taft 

DISTRICT  9 

Ms.  luanda  DrumjJold 

Ms.  Delores  Washington 

DISTRICT  10 

ted  Landsmark 

Ms.  Maria  Morison 

DISTRICT  11 

Ms.  Pat  Quinlana  ' 
Daniel  Soltren 
DISTRICT  12 
Ray  Almeida 
l.arry  lones 
DISTRICT  13 
Ms.  Anna  Riviera 
Ms.  Hdna  Smith 

DISTRICT  14 

Richard  Bonrbeau 

lohn  Curran 

DISTRICT  15 

Ms.  Anna  lon(?R 

Ms.  Corlies  l)[)(:hur(;h 

SEPAC  ADMINISTRATOR 

Michael  Kano 


42  Warwick  Sir.!.-! 
71  GanuifMi  Slre.-I 
ShawniMl  Avi-riiH- 
fllH  lY.'nninl  Slic.'t 
fi4  W,  [^iII.iihI  Siiii.iif 
405  Cdlnnduis  ,\\  -miim^ 

10 1:  nrnukiiiif  Shc.-i 

:!4  RllM.itul  S.|M.ur 
\m  W.  Newlt.n  SIkwI 

TlX^  Norlhiimplnri  Strci'l 
791  Tr(!nif)nt  Strei-I 


4fiS  Columbus  Av'MiMi' 
21  nrad(io(;k  Park 


—all  four  South  End  United  Stale  endorsed  candidates  in  the 
Methunion-Cosmopolitan  (DISTRICT  3)  area  oul-polled  "Balanced" 
Committee  member  Joe  Follayttar  by  more  than  4  to  1  margins  in  a 
record  turnout 

—Dick  Bourbeau  and  incumbent  John  Curran  defeated  Alice  Kali) 
and  Olga  Ulchak,  leaders  of  the  fight  against  the  Pine  Street  Inn,  by  a  4 
to  1  landslide  in  a  record,  multi-ethnic  Bradford-Shawmut-Union  Park 
Street  vole  (DISTRICT  14) 

— United  Slate  candidates  Ted  Landsmark  and  Maria  Morison  won 
by  2  to  1  margins  over  two  Balanced  Committee  members  in  District  10, 
the  home  base  of  Balanced  Committee  founders  Parker  and  Zeller  and 
of  3  losing  "At-Large  Slate"  candidates 

—in  the  Worcester  Square  area  (DISTRICT  12),  United  Slate  can- 
didates Larry  Jones  and  Ray  Almeida  led  by  3  to  2  margins  in  a  heavy 
vote 


—United  Slate  supporters  Phil  Bradley  and  Katie  Blake  defeated 
Balanced  Committee  leader  William  Tarnowski  by  3  to  1  in  heavy 

DISTRICT  2  voting 

— United  Slale-supported  incumbent  Clark  Frazier  and  Peter  Metz 
carried  the  Union  Park  area  (DISTRICT  7)  by  3  to  2  over  |ill  and  Gordon 
Bert  rand 

—in  the  Pilot  Block  neighborhood  (DISTRICT  6),  two  candidates  sup- 
ported by  the  "At-Large  Slate"  polled  well  in  a  field  of  five  candidates, 
including  two  supported  by  the  "United  Slate,"  picking  up  one  District 
seat  (Dan  Kennedy) 

— in  the  Ellis  neighborhood  (DISTRICT  4),  Richard  Soden,  who  was 
supported  by  both  sides,  led  the  field  of  four  candidates.  Barbara 
Anderson,  supported  by  the  defeated  "At-Large  Slate,"  won  the  other 
District  seat 


159  W.  Newlon  Str<M'l 
154  W.  BrnokMnr  SiriM'l 


54n  Mass.  Av  ■mi- 
ni W.  Conconi  Sh  i'.-i 
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SEPAC  ELECTION 
DISTRICTS 


SOUTH  END  URBAN  RENEVML  AREA  R-96 


District  Candidates 

District  candidates  supported  by 
ihe  South  End  United  Slate  are  in- 
dicateii  in  heavier  print. 


DISTRICT  1 

Includes:  Saranac. 
New  Castle  Court. 
Piano  Crafi  Guild, 

ROXSE  Tower, 
Camden  St.  ROXSE 
Wing 
Charlotte  Kahn 
Roslyn  Watson 

People  Voting 

DISTRICT  2 

Includes:  Claremont 
neighborhood,  part  of 
Mass.  Ave., 
755  Tremont 
Kathleen  Blake 
Phil  Bradley 
Richard  Greenspan 
Bill  Tarnowski 


56 
69 

118 


DISTRICT  8 

Includes:  Eight  Streets 
Neighborhoods 
Newell  Cook 
Roberta  C.  Ewing 
Gardner  Alexander  Taft 

People  Voting 


People  Voting 

DISTRICT  3 

Includes:  Methunion, 

Cosmopolitan 
neighborhood,  part  of 
Ellis 

Adrian  E.  Ducille 
Felton  Earls 
]oe  C.  Follayttar 
Ena  N.  Harris 
Florence  Moore 


151 
150 

45 
49 

217 


141 
122 
26 
131 
109 

284 


People  Voting 

DISTRICT  4 

Includes:  Center  of 
Ellis  neighborhood 
Barbara  Anderson  58 
Judith  Furness  55 
Francis  McMahon  8 
Richard  A,  Soden  91 

People  Voting  123 

DISTRICT  5 

Includes:  all  of  Castle 
Square,  part  of  Ellis 
Butler  Blakeney  47 
Myra  McAdoo  131 
Gloria  Rogers  54 
Ana  M.  Wong  173 

People  Voting  233 

DISTRICT  6 

Includes:  Pilot  Block, 
part  of  W.  Newton, 
Dartmouth,  Tremont 
Streets 

Gulliaem  Aertsen  99 
Ray  Bronk  97 
Susan  Campbell  90 
Dan  Kennedy  118 
Joshua  Young  130 
People  Voting  298 

DISTRICT? 

Includes: 

Union  Park  area 
Elizabeth  (Jill)  Bertrand  81 
Gordon  A.  Bertrand  «2 
Clark  Frazier  137 
Peter  Melz  126 
People  Voting  235 


40 
39 
40 

73 


DISTRICT  9 

Includes: 

Lower  Roxbury,  part  of 
ROXSE  and  Lenox-Camden 
Juanda  C.  Drumgold  45 
Dolores  Washington  45 

People  Voting  B9 

DISTRICT  10 

Includes:  Chester  Park, 
TOG  area,  1701 
Washington 
Donald  Kerr  58 
Ted  Landsmark  130 
Arabella  Lyon  58 
Maria  Morison  131 

People  Voting  196 

DISTRICT  11 

Includes:  Parcel  19 
Rutland  Street, 
Villa  Victoria 
Lawrence  Denbeau 
Patricia  Quintana 
Daniel  Soltren 

People  Voting 

DISTRICT  12 

Includes:  Worcester 

Square  area. 

Grant  Manor 
Raymond  A.  Almedia 
Larry  Jones 
Joseph  McCallion 
Frances  Killilea  Moore 

People  Voting 

DISTRICT  13 
Includes: 

Cathedral  Project  area 
Lawrence  G.  Cassie 
|ohn  B.  Fitzgerald  Jr. 
Ana  Rivera 
Edna  Smith 

People  Voting 

DISTRICT  14 

Includes:  Bradford 
Shawmut,  Union  Park 
Street  areas 
Richard  R.  Bourbeau 
John  J.  Curran  Jr. 
Alice  Kalil 
Olga  R.  Ulchak 

People  Voting 

DISTRICT  15 

Includes:  155 

Northampton,  Can^- 
field  Gardens,  parts  of 
Lenox-Camden, 
and  Tuckerman 
Anna  Jones 
Corliss  Upchurch 

People  Voting 


51 
348 
341 

433 


116 

123 

71 
79 

208 


11 
14 
151 
164 

186 


105 
88 

22 
23 

133 


36 
21 

107 


Other  Funding  Sources  for  the  South  End 


(Continued  from  page  2) 
for  iinder-fiindcMl  uiImd  mncu  iil 
projocls.  Th(.'  BRA  liiis  iiiijilicd  ffn 
i)Vi?r  $H5  iiiillinn  fi-dm  Ihis  |ii(iyr,ini. 
hill  is  not  ijptimislif  iihmil  >,'ri|in,i.' 
I  li  is  a  moil  n  I  d  ii  p  In  ,i  ppd  i  r  n  i 
Con^iressional  opposition. 

Public  Housing 
Modernization 

The  HHA  has  s;iid  Ihnl  no  fedend 
mf)derniziilion  funds  .ire  planned 
for  Calheilrnl  .il  lh('  [^rcsenl  time. 
llovve\'Hr.  federal  funds  m.i\'  ha\'p 
heon  apiihcd  Im  in  l97V^. 

Rt-i.('\\\\\.  [iiilihr.  housinji  lenants 
sued  Ihr  HHA  .tml  ihe  slate  Depart- 
menl  of  Comnuinitv  Affairs,  which 
has  $105  million  set  aside  this  year 
in  the  "7n5'"  proj^ram  for  the 
rehabilitnlion.  new  construction,  or 
acquisition  of  public  housing,  lo  br- 
ing Boston  [)ublic  housing  vip  to 
code  conditions.  The  State  Supreme 
liidicial  Court  fSJC)  has  ruled  thni 
Ihe  DCA  is  not  liable  for  these 
costs:  Ihe  BHA  af)pears  lo  have  no 
funds  from  other  sources.  The 
tenants  are  currently  appealing  this 
decision  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

Although  Ihe  DCA  currently 
doesn't  have  lo  commit  funtls  to 
Boston  public  housing,  it  cnuld 
choose  to  commit  money  to  fix  up 
housing  here.  In  any  event,  it  may 
well  be  that  no  other  funding 
source  may  be  available  for 
Cathedral  in  1976  besides  CDBG 
funds.  However,  if  this  happens,  it 
is  important  to  seek  a  commitment 
from  the  BHA  lhal  any  funds 
recommended  by  Ihe  South  End  for 
Cathedral  or  Kenox-Camden  not 
preclude  or  replace  funds  from 
other  polenlial  modernization 
sources,  in  1976  or  in  Ihe  future. 

312 Loans 

Last  year,  the  BRA  committed 
about  $2V2  million  in  3%  interest 
"312"  loans  from  HUD.  Most,  but 
not  all,  of  these  funds  went  to 
owner-occupants;  the  rest,  lo 
absentee  owners.  (See  March 
SEPAC  Newsletter.)  Currently,  the 
BRA  estimates  there  are  about 
$750,000  in  outstanding  home- 
owner applications  for  312  funds. 

Congress  has  extended  this 
program  for  one  year,  but  has  not 
yet  committed  funds  for  it.  The 
BRA's  current  guess  is  that  Boston 
might  get  around  $5  million  after 
January  1. 

However,  for  Ihe  first  time,  312 
funds  can  be  spent  in  non-urban 
renewal  neighborhoods,  and  will 
be  under  the  control  of  Ihe  Mayor's 
Office.  This  means  that  the  South 
End  will  probably  get  a  smaller  por- 
tion of  312  funds  in  Ihe  future. 

State  Programs 

The  state  DCA  operates  funding 
programs  by  which  local  housing 
authorities  can  either  build  new 
public  housing  or  actjuire  anrl 
rehabilitate  existing  private  hous- 
ing for  use  as  public  housing.  These 
programs  are  operated  for  elderly 
housing  (Chapter  667|  or  for  low- 
income  family  scattered-site  hous- 
ing (Chapter  705}.  The  Department 
operates  a  rental  assistance 
program  (Chapter  707]  simil.ir  to 
the  outgoing  Federal  program  -  Sec- 
tion 23  Leased  Housing. 

In  testimony  before  SEPAC's 
Housing  Committee  last  summer, 
then  DCA  Commissioner  (and 
South  End  residenll  I.ewCrampion 
recommended  that  the  statt; 
programs  best  suited  to  the  South 
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The  Department  has  been  seek- 
ing lo  utilize  a  neighborhood  im- 
pro\'etnenl  con(;e|)t  il  has  rlesigned 
to  .i[)ply  lis  a\'ailable  programs  tn 
lnd[)  neigh  hi)  rhoods  with  preven- 
lali  \  (■  stabili/aliun  anfl  preserva- 
tion. f^urri'HlK'.  such  programs  are 
being  set  up  in  Roxbury  and  North 
Dorchester  by  RAP  and  Ihe 
Dorchester  APAC.  respectiveK'. 

Chapter  70,'i  funds  may  also  be 
used  to  buy  4  South  End  buildings 
on  Rutland  and  E,  Springfield 
Streets,  to  protect  existing  tenants 
from  HUD  sale  to  luxury  buyers. 

"Section  8" 

The  new  federal  Housing  Act  is  a 
marked  change  from  the  pasl.  shif- 
ting emphasis  away  from  subsidies 
ffjr  new  housing  construction 
toward  subsidies  for  needy 
households  more  directly,  and  con- 
solidating formerly  separate 
programs  such  as  urban  renewal 
and  Model  Cilies  into  a  single  City 
CDBG  grant  under  control  of  Ihe 
Mayor.  The  Section  8  program  can 
be  used  in  private  housing,  newly- 
constructed  or  rehabilitated  hous- 
ing, or  existing  housing  that  is  up  to 
code  standards  to  subsidize  the 
rents  of  "lower  income  persons" 
(roughly  Ihe  same  as  moderate  and 
low  income  in  the  older  programs). 
As  many  as  85' ;  of  the  South  End's 
households  (pialify  for  Section  8 
assistance. 

Massachusetts  received  $13.2 
million  in  Section  8  funds  in  1975  lo 
sulisidize  new  and  rehabilitated 
housing  conslructinn.  These  funds 
have  now  been  committed  lo 
d(!velopers  Ihroughoul  the  state,  in- 
cluding Boslon.  The  Boston  Housing 
Authority  applied  for  Secllon  8 
funds  but  was  denied  them  for  the 
time  being  by  HUD.  More  Section  8 
funds  should  he  coming  to  Boslon 
and  Massachusetts  in  1976.  but  it  is 
not  yet  clear  how  much  this  will  be. 

Federal  "Urban 
Systems"  Funds 

Over  $5  million  in  federal  "Ur- 
i)an  Systems"  funds  have  been 


1975  BRA  Budget  for  South  End 

Federally  Funded  Activities  (Proposed) 

Ac(|uisilion  nf  Property 

|Ini:liides  IBA 
new  construclion— S939,000; 

properties  on  Mass  Ave 

nnri  Columbus— 247,000: 

Pine  SIreel  Inn— 225,000| 
Demolition 

New  Street  Construction' 
[Includes  fi.Streets 
Neighborhood— $1 ,000,000: 
Ellis  Neighborhood- $1,100,000: 
ClaremonI— $1,100,000: 
Misc.  streets — $350,000] 

1,640,400 

87,5000 
3,780,000 

Sub-total:  Money  planned  for 

new  programs 
Relocation 

Overhead  (Interest  on  pasl 
urban  renewal  debt] 
Related  Costs  (includes 

legal  and  engineering  fees) 
Court  Award  for  Acquired  Parcels 

$5,513,900 

3,649,830 
3,053,441 

723.531 
487.500 

Total 

$13,428,202 

Does  not  include  the  planned  several  million  dollar  reconstruction 
of  TremonI  and  Columbus  Streets,  to  be  paid  for  by  a  separate  federal 
program  in  1976. 

Federal  Fund  Sources  (proposed) 

UR  Project  balance 

(leftover  Hem  I) 
UR  Closeout  surplus 

[more  Item  I) 
Relocation  grant 

(special  HUD  fund) 
CDBG 

2.859.000 

3.500.000 

3.649.830 

3.428.187 
13.428.202 

City  Funded  Activities 

Sewers  (Columbus  and  Tremont) 
Playgrounds  (Peters, 

4  small  parks,  lights) 
Water  mains— B  Streets, 

other  neighborhoods 
New  public  streets  in 
for  ETC  housing 

5.810.000 
1.360.000 

1.610,000 

230.000 
9.010.000 

City  Funding  Source:Bond  Issue 

City  bond  issue 
["Item  11"  funds) 
proposed  by  City  and 
BRA  and  approved  by 
Citv  Council  last  spring  ■_■ 

Table  1 

$9  million 

nijplied   for  to  pay  for  Ihe  The  City  is  paying  for  new  sewers 

reconstruction  and  narrowing  of  and  water  mains  for  these  streets 

Tremont  and  Columbus  Streets  in  out  of  the  City  bond  issue  passed  in 

order  to  reduce  commuter  traffic.  1975. 


Blackstone  School  Community  Council  (Inc  1 
ANNUAL  MEETING 
DATE;  Thursday.  Sept,  4.  1975 
PLACE;  Blackstone   Square   Communitv  School 
(enter  at  the  corner  of  Shawmut  Ave.  & 
West  Dedham  St.] 
T;ME;  7:30  PM 

AGENDA;  I.  Committee  Reports  and  Discussion 

A.  Facilities 

B.  Curriculum 

C.  Communitv  School  Program 

II.  Formation  of  Communitv  School 
Council 

A.  Report  on  Process 

B.  Elections 

III.  Tour  of  School 


Elections  will  be  held  for  the  Blackstone  School 
Community  School  Council  at  this  meeting.  Any 
jjerson  who  lives,  works,  or  engages  in  communitv 
activities  in  the  South  End  can  vote  in  this  election. 

The  Community  School  Council  will  serve  for 
one  year  —  setting  the  policies,  developing  and 
rnoniloring  programs,  and  hiring  and  supervising 
the  staff  of  the  Communitv  School  Program  of  the 
Blackstone  Square  Communitv  School. 

Further  information  can  he  obtained  bv  contac- 
ting Virginia  Belander  (2B6-9390]/Ed  Crottv  [247- 
0858)  or  Katy  Blake  (267-7400). 


NEXT  ISSUE: 


•USES  Buildings: 
For  Sale 

•CDBG  Priority  " 
Recommendations 
•Blackstone 
School 

•Castle  Square^. 
Tenants  Benefit 
from'  Court  Ruling 
•Updates  on 
Methunion,  Pine 
Inn,  Tent  City 
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The  United  Slate  opened  a  storefront  office  on  Columbus  Ave.  for  the 


SEPAC  campaign. 
(Continued  from  page  one) 


didate,  South  End  realtor  David 
Sprogis.  had  publically  called  for 
the  complete  abolition  of  SEPAC. 
At-Large  Race 
Across  the  South  End,  the  United 
Slate  won  all  9  seats  by  a  ZVz  to  1 
margin.  Record  votes  were  tallied 
in  neighborhoods  with  many  Black, 
Spanish,  and  Chinese  tenants,  es- 
pecially Lower  Roxbury,  Parcel  19, 
Methunion.  Cathedral  and  Castle 
Square.  The  United  Slate  polled 
about  350  votes  in  Parcel  19.  210  in 
the  Methunion-Cosmopolilan 


neighborhood,  250  in  Lower  Rox- 
bury, 140  in  Cathedral,  and  110  in 
Castle  Square. 

The  United  Slate  did  less  well  in 
the  relatively  white  middle-class 
neighborhoods,  but  still  carried  all 
seats  in  11  out  of  15  districts.  In  ad- 
dition, the  United  Slate  won  7  out  of 
9  seats  in  the  Pilot  Block 
neighborhood:  8  out  of  9  in 
Worcester  Square;  4  in  the  Eight 
Streets  neighborhood;  and  lost  all 
spots  in  the  Ellis  neighborhood  by 
about  a  3  to  2  margin. 

The  complete  results  of  the  At 
Large  race  are  printed  on  pages  4 


(Jilizons  Committee  for  a  Balanced 
Soulh  End.  Highlights  of  these 
Dislrinl  races  are  printed  on  page 

"Many  people  downtown  thought 
lh.it  ihe  South  End  was  divided 
lH>i\vccn  Ivyo  camps  of  equal  sup- 
i'Di  t  and  merit,"  said  George 
Ad.ims.  a  member  of  the  winning 
United  Slate.  "I  think  the  outcon--: 
showed  where  the  real  suppor:  ,.  . 
in  the  communily." 

Record  Turn-Out 

The  2933  voter  turn-out  was  Ihe 
highest  ever  for  a  SEPAC  election, 
more  than  600  higher  than  the  3-day 
1969  election  when  SEPAC  was  es- 
tablished. The  1975  turn-out  ap- 
proaches Ihe  3141  figure  of 
residents  voting  in  Ihe  1969  People's 
Elected  Urban  Renewal  Committee 
(PEURC)  election,  which  also 
lasted  3  days.  The  July  15  votel  was 
also  about  twice  that  of  1973  (1334 
persons  voting)  and  the  2-day  1971 
election  (1519  persons  voting).  The 
2933  figure  on  July  15  is  between  20 
and  30%  of  the  eligible  adults  in  the 
South  End.  This  compares  favor- 
ably with  the  turn-out  in  City  pri- 
mary and  regular  elections. 

The  1975  record  turn-out  oc- 
curred despite  a  last-minute  change 
to  tougher  voting  requirements  im- 


posed by  the  Mayor.  Unlike 
previous  SEPAC  elections  which 
wore  open  to  all  residents  17  and 
ovc;r.  the  Mayor  limiled  voling  in 
Ihe  SEPAC  election  to  registered 
voters  and  resident  aliens  only. 
However,  voter  registration  tables 
were  set  up  at  the  polls  for  those 
residents  not  yet  registered.  1053 
South  End  residents  registered  by 
this  procedure  on  July  15. 

"The  high  turn-out  and  the  large 
number  of  people  who  registered  to 
vote  shows  Ihe  degree  of  people's 
interest  and  the  sense  that  much 
was  at  stake  in  this  election."  said 
Morell  Baber.  SEPAC  At-Large 
member  from  Lower  Roxbury  and  a 
United  Slate  member.  "But  there 
slili  needs  to  be  more  folks 
registered  lo  vote  to  protect  our  in- 
terests." 

Representative  Group 
The  new  SEPAC,  which  serves 
for  a  2  year  term,  includes  20 
tenants  and  19  homeowners. 
Ethnically,  there  are  17  Blacks,  15 
Whites,  5  Spanish-speaking  and  2 
Chinese  representatives  from 
throughout  the  South  End.  This  is 
very  close  to  Ihe  ethnic  breakdown 
of  the  South  End  as  reflected  in  (he 
U.S.  census. 


South  End  MBTA  Bus  Routes  Coming  Your  Way  on  Septembers,  1975 
Rutas  de  Guaguas  del  MBTA  Comenzando  el  6  de  Septiembre  de  1975 
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Adentro:  Resultados  de  las  Elecciones  (pgs.4-5) 


La  'United  Slate'  gana  en  las  Elecciones  de  SEPAC 


Candidalos  apoyados  por  el 
■'South  End  United  Slate."  una 
coaiicion  de  inqiiilinns  y  duenos  de 
casas,  y  una  gran  variedad  de 
grupos  marcho  a  una  f^ran  victoria, 
adquiriendo  37  puestos  de  los  39. 
este  fue  el  residtadn  de  las  elec- 
ciones de  SEPAC  del  dia  15  de  julio. 

Un  record  de  2933  resident-es  del 
South  End  volaron  en  solo  un  de  las 
elleciones  a  pesar  de  los  requisilos 
impuestos  por  primera  vez  por  el 
alcalde, 

Mas  de  1.000  nuevos  votantes  se 
registraron  en  las  urnas.  Esto  puede 
ser  un  record  de  los  mas  altos 
debido  a  tantas  personas 
registradas  en  un  solo  dia  de  acuer- 
do  a  los  oficiales  del  departamento 
de  eleccion. 

La  campana  se  centro  alrededor 
de  las  juntas  (slates)  corriendo  por 
los  9  asientos  y  los  candidalos  que 
alios  apoyaron  en  las  15  distritos.  La 
victoriosa  "junta  unida"  recibieron 
de  las  urnas  entre  1640  y  1848  volos. 
Toda  clase  de  grupos  einicos  del 
South  End  se  unieron  para  hacer 
SEPAC  mas  efectivo  y  mejor 
representado.  El  grupo  unido  fue 
compueslo  de  4  negras,  1  hispano.  1 
chino  y  3  candidalos  blancos.  El 
grupo  respalda  y  protege  a  las 
residentes  den  contra  de  aumentos 
de  renla  y  impuestos.  Apoya  a  los 
residentes  ancianos  y  protege  los 


comercios  pequenos  los  cuales  iban 
ii  ser  afectados  en  el  plan  propuesto 
para  cl  arreglo  de  las  calles  Tre- 
mont  y  Columbus.  Ademas  el  grupo 
respalda  la  provision  de  viviendas 
adecuadas  a  bajo  coslo  para  los 
residentes  del  South  End. 

Las  derrnladas  del  otro  grupo.  sus 
votos  fueran  enire  566  y788.  con 
Belly  Gibson,  duena  retrada  de  una 
compania  de  bienes  raices,  llevan- 
do  de  mayor  parte  de  volos.  Estes 
grupo  de  cansisalor  tiena  7  blancos 
y  2  negros.  incluyendo  baslanles 
duenos  de  casas  y  inquilinos 
asocidados  con  "Citizens  Com- 
mittee for  a  Balanced  Soulh  End." 
El  "Comile  para  un  South  End 
Balanceado"  es  el  grupo  que  a  es- 
tado  peleando  en  conlraa  las 
viviendas  de  E.T.C.  Las  cuales  son 
para  Hispanos  en  Villa  Victoria. 

El  grupo  hablo  en  su  platforma 
usando  como  propaganda  la 
■"mezcla  y  balance"  las  nuevas  y 
viviendas  financiadas  por  los 
pryectos  existentes  de  FHA.  Lo  que 
ellos  querian.  era  aumenlos  de  ren- 
tas.  ademas  de  que  se  opusieron  a 
la  relocalizacion  el  Pine  Street  Inn 
(una  casa  para  hombres  desem- 
parados).  Ellso  apoyaban  el 
desarrailo  comercial  en  el  area  de 
Albany  St. 


Testimonio  en  Publico: 
Nesecidad  Financiera 
en  el  South  End  Lunes, 

Sept.  8  la  Escuela  Hurley 


Por  peticlon  de  Sepac.  la  pe- 
quena  Alcaldia  eslara  conduciendo 
una  vista  publica  el  miercoles  3  de 
Septiembre  en  la  escuela  Hurley  en 
la  Calle  Worcester,  a  las  7:00  PM.  El 
proposilo  de  esia  vista  publica  es 
darles  olra  oporlunidad  a  los 
residentes  del  South  End  de  infor- 
mar  a  la  ciudad  de  cuales  son  las 
necesidades  del  Soulh  End  en  rela- 
cion  a  nuevas  facilidades  publicas, 
mejores  viviendas,  desarrollo  de 
comercio.  Irabajos,  programas  de 
servicio  y  otros. 

Esle  otono  el  alcalde  decidira 
cuanto  dinero  el  South  End  recibira 
para  cuplir  todas  estas  necesidades 
y  que  fuente  financiera  (incluyen- 
do el  nuevo  programa  Federal 
llamado  "Community  Development 
Block  Grant".  CDBG.)  sera  usada. 
La  ciudad  ha  impueslo  un  horario 
bien  cerrado  para  el  South  End  y  ha 
pedido  al  recien  elecio  comite  de 
SEPAC  sus  recomendaciones,  no 
mas  larde  del  principio  de  Septiem- 
bre. 

Debido  a  que  no  asistieran 
muchos  a  las  dos  vistas  que 
celebraron  en  la  pequena  Alcaldia 
en  Julio  y  a  que  muy  poca  genie  sa- 
bian  de  eslas  reuniones.y  debido  a 
la  poca  publicidad  o  distribucion  de 
informacion,  SEPAC  penso  que  es 
importanle  tener  olra  visia  publica 
despues  del  Dia  del  Trabajo  (Labor 
Day). 

Aunque  nosotros  sabemos  que  la 
ciudad  liene  recursos  limitados  y 
que  no  todas  las  necesidades  de  la 
comunidad  van  a  ser  satisfechas 
imediatamente.  la  cantidad  de 
dinero  que  el  South  End  recibira 
esta  grandemente  influenciada  por 
la  cantidad  de  gente  que  asista  a  la 
vista  publica  y  cuan  de  claras  son 
sus  peliciones  pare  fondas. 


SEPAC  intenle  sometir  a  la 
ciudad  todas  las  propueslas 
razonables  en  prioridades  para  el 
Soulh  End  como  un  "paquele"  tolal 
de  las  necesidades  del  South  End 
de  lodas  los  fondos  disponibles  in- 
cluyendo CDBG.  Basado  en  parte 
de  lo  que  pase  en  esta  visIa  publica. 
SEPAC  hara  recomendaciones  al 
Alcalde  en  las  prioridades  para  el 
gaslo  de  fondos  en  el  South  End,  es- 
pecialmente  el  progroma  CDBG 
para  1976.  La  reunion  de  SEPAC 
para  discutir  y  volar  sobre  estas 
prioridades  y  hacer  recomen- 
daciones se  lievara  a  cabo  el  dia  10 
de  Septiembre  en  el  48  de  la  Calle 
Rutland  a  las  7:30  de  la  noche. 
Todas  las  reuniones  de  SEPAC  son 
abiertas  al  publico. 

Un  horario  esta  publicado  en  in- 
gles en  la  pagina  2  para  que  SEPAC 
termine  sus  recomendaciones  de 
prioridad  para  el  alcalde  con  el 
mayor  empuje  posible  de  los 
ciudadanos.  Una  descripcion  del 
programa  de  CDBG  y  otros 
programas  aparece  en  las  paginas  2 
y  6.  Si  tiene  alguna  pregunia  sobre 
estas  programas  favor  de  com- 
unicarse  con  la  oficina  de  SEPAC. 
Uamando  al  262-4318. 

Las  personas  que  deseen  hablar 
en  la  reunion  deben  comunicarse 
con  la  oficina  de  SEPAC  (374 
Columbus  Avenue,  262-4318)  para 
tener  un  lugar  en  la  Agenda.  Cada 
orador  podra  hablar  por  un  maximo 
de  5  minutos.  Aquellos  que  no  lo 
han  hecho  todavia.  pero  que  deseen 
escribir  propueslas  para  el  gasto  de 
los  fondos  de  CDBG.  o  de  otros  fon- 
dos disponibles.  deben  escribir  las 
propueslas  y  mandarlas  a  la  oficina 
de  SEPAC  o  presentarles  el  dia  de 
las  vista  publica. 


David  Sprogis.  candidate  y  dueno 
de  bienes  raices  publicamenle 
hablo  de  la  abolicion  completa  de 
SEPAC. 

La  Comunidad  Hispana 

La  comunidad  Hispana  voto  en 
estas  ellecciones  creando  un  nuevo 
record  en  votos.  Sobre  430  personas 
votaron  en  la  parcela  19  (Villa  Vic- 
toria). En  comparacion  a  las  ultimas 
elecciones  en  las  curies 
solamemente  350  personas  volaron. 

la  gran  Mayorja  de  eslos  votos 
fueron  a  favor  del  "South  End 
United  Slate."  El  cual  gano  en  este 
distrilo  y  otros  distritos  ispanos  por 
un  gran  margen. 

Jose  Victor  Gonzalez,  Presidente 
de  la  junta  de  ETC,  fue  uno  de  los 
elegidos  para  esta  junta. 

Otros  Hispanos  que  ganaron  son 
Daniel  Soltren  y  Patricia  Quintana 
de  Villa  Victoria. 

Maria  Morison  gano  en  su  distrito 
(10)  gracias  a  la  ayuda  de  los 
Hispanos  de  la  Avenida  Shawmul. 

Ana  Rivera  tambien  gano  gragias 
a  la  ayuda  de  inquilinos  Hispanos 
del  Projecio  de  Viviendas 
"Cathedral." 

A  traves  del  South  End.  el  United 
Slale  gano  9  puestos  por  la  mayoria 
de  2V2  -1.  El  United  Slate  gano  mas 
de  350  volos  en  la  Parcela  19  (Villa 


Victoria).  140  en  Cathedral,  250  en 
Lovyer  Roxbury,  y  210  en  el  area 
Cosmopolilana  -  Methunion  de 
Doulh  End.  El  dislrito  de  razas  las 
candidates  fueron  apoyados  por  el 
LIniled  Slate  y  ganaron  28  de  los  30 
puestos.  la  mayoria  de  alto  margin 
por  el  Committee  of  Citizens  for  a 
Balanced  South  End.  El  record  fue 
de  2,933  votos  fue  lo  mas  alto  en  las 
elecciones  de  SEPAC  mas  de  800 
mas  alto  que  en  Ires  dias  las  elec- 
ciones de  1969.  cuando  SEPAC  fue 
establicido.  Las  de  1975  las 
aproches  fueron  de  3.141  numero 
de  residentes  votantes  de  1969 
"People's  Elected  Urban  Renewal 
Committee"  (PEURC). 

El  Comite  de  personas  electas  de 
renovacion  urbana  que  tambien 
dura  Ires  dias. 

Las  elecciones  de  1975  fueron  dos 
voces  mejores  que  las  de  1973 
donde  1.334  personas  votaron  y  en 
dos  dias  de  elecciones  del  1971  1,519 
personas  volaron.  Los  2,933  del  15 
de  julio  de  1975  son  entre  2071  y 
307(  personas  adultas.  residentes 
eligibles  del  South  End.  Veinte  in- 
quilinos y  19  duenos  de  casa  fueron 
electos  por  2  anos  en  las  elecciones 
del  15  de  julio  de  SEPAC.  EnIre 
ellas  hay  17  negras  y  15  blancas.  5 
hispanos  y  2  chinos. 


'im.  111  II 

Miembro  de  SEPAC  Harry  Dow  demanda  que  el  BRA  cumpla  las 
promesas  que  ellos  dijeron  en  la  visIa  de  reparticion  de  dinero  guber- 
namental  del  otono  pasado. 
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Unanimous 


SEPAC  Votes  Public  Housing 
Top  Priority  for  City  Funds 


SEPAC,  in  an  unprecedented 
vote  of  solidarity,  has  voted  un- 
animously to  place  Cathedral  and 
Lenox-Camden  public  housing  as 
the  top  priority  recommendation 
to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  for 
the  utilization  of  Community 
Development/Block  Grant  (CDBG) 
funds. 

The  elected  body  voted  that  at 
least  half  of  the  1976  CDBG  funds 
going  to  the  South  End  should  go 
for  the  needed  repair  and  im- 
provement of  public  housing. 
SEPAC's  second  priority,  with  one 
quarter  of  the  funds,  is  preserva- 
tion and  rehab  of  the  South  End's 
existing  housing  slock  for  current 
tenants  and  homeowners.  The 
group  recommended  thai  remain- 
ing CDBG  funds  go  to  small  local 
business  development,  social  ser- 
vice proposals,  and  various 
neighborhood  parks  and  im- 
provements. 

SEPAC's  vote  on  1976  priorities 
shows  a  recognition  that  public 
housing  here  has  been  long- 
neglected  by  government  agencies 
while  federal  funds  have  been 
poured  into  nearby 

neighborhoods.  Public  housing  was 
not  an  allowable  expenditure  un- 


der the  old  Urban  Renewal 
program,  which  CDBG  replaces. 
There  was  thus  no  plan  for  public 
housing  fix-up  in  the  South  End 
Urban  Renewal  Plan  which  the 
BRA  administers. 

Funds  from  the  new  CDBG 
program,  begun  this  year,  can  be 
spent  on  public  housing,  however, 
and  would  be  funnelled  through 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  for 
this  purpose. 

SEPAC  has  also  voted  to  seek  a 
new  City  bond  issue  or  additional 
federal  funds  for  completion  of 
South  End  street  improvements 
already  promised  in  the  South  End 
Urban  Renewal  Plan,  now  enter- 
ing its  second  decade. 

Public  Hearing 

SEPAC  acted  following  a  public 
hearing  held  September  8  at  the 
Hurley  School  and  attended  by 
over  150  area  residents.  Immediate 
and  urgent  public  housing  needs, 
particularly  at  Cathedral,  were 
highlighted  by  many  speakers  at 
the  hearing,  which  was  sponsored 
by  SEPAC  and  the  Little  City  Hall. 

Also  highlighted  was  the 
proposal  by  the  Tent  City  Task 

(Continued  on  p.  2} 


Cathedral 


Candidates  Take  Stand 
on  SEPAC  Issues 


Camden-Lenox 


Senator  Timilty 

After  some  discussion  al  a  SEPAC 
meeting  last  September,  SEPAC 
voted  to  send  a  delegation  to  meet 
with  mayoral  candidate  Senator 
loseph  Timilly  to  get  his  responses 
to  a  series  of  questions  posed  by 
SEPAC.  The  questions,  prepared 
for  both  candidates,  dealt  with 
issues  central  to  SEPAC's  role  in 
the  South  End  and  SEPAC's  1976 
Community  Development 
priorities. 

All  questions  pertained  to 
matters  that  had  been  or  were  be- 
ing raised  by  SEPAC  with  Mayor 
White.  SEPAC  has  not  yet  had  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  with  the 
Mayor  its  1976  CDBG  priorities 
(Continued  on  p.  7) 


Mayor  White 

by  Herbert  Hershfang, 
SEPAC  Member  At-Large 

On  |uly  28.  Mayor  White  met  with 
the  newly-elfclecl  SEPAC  and 
agreed  to  a  number  of  measures 
pertaining  lo  the  relationshop  of  the 
South  End  comunity  with  the  BRA 
and  City  Hall.  This  article  gives  a 
status  report  on  the  implementation 
of  some  of  these  measures  since 
that  time. 

Al  the  |uly  28  meeting,  the 
following  issues  were  discussed. 

Community  veto  over 
major  BRA  actions 

The  Mayor  in  1969  had  recogniz- 
ed in  writing  SEPAC's  right  to  veto 
the  selection  of  major  developers 
fContinued  on  p.  7) 


INSIDE: 
ADENTRO: 


•  Special  Report  on  Public  Housing: 
—    pp.  4-5 

—  Letter  from  Cathedral  —  p.5 

—  Camden-Lenox  Tenants  Organize  - 

—  Funds  Scarce  —  p.2 

•  La  Verguenza  de  las  Cuidades  -  p.6 
•  Carta  de  la  Catedral  -  p.6 


p.  5 


•  Community  Calender  -  p.8 

•  Jobs -p.2 

•  Fires -p.3 
•  Trabajos-p.6 

•  Calendano  del  Comunidad  -  p.8 


Page  TWoi  SEPAC  Newsletter  November  1975 


Top  Priority  (Continued  from  p.  1) 


Force,  a  local  group  meeting  for 
the  past  year,  for  CDBG  funds  to 
rehabilitate  the  Frankie  O'Day 
Block  on  Columbus  Avenue  for 
low  and  moderate  income 
ownership. 

Other  speakers  spoke  of  the 
need  for  assistance  to  lower  in- 
come owners  and  tenants  along 
Columbus  and  Tremont  and 
elsewhere  in  the  South  End  who 
may  be  forced  to  leave  by  rising 
market  pressures,  code  enforce- 
ment, and  bank  "redlining." 
Several  representatives  of  social 
service  agencies  also  presented 
proposals. 

Attendance  at  the  hearing,  call- 
ed at  the  request  of  SEP  AC  due  to 
the  relatively  poor  turn-out  at  the 
earlier  "public  meetings"  called 
for  by  the  Little  City  Hail,  was  one 
of  the  highest  in  the  City  for 
neighborhood  CDBG  priorities. 

Minority  Hiring 
SEPAC  also  voted  unanimously 
that  any  future  funds  spent  for 
South  End  capital  improvements 

—  from  CDBG  or  any  other  source 

—  should  include  measures  and 
guarantees  to  make  sure  that  a 
large  share  of  jobs  go  to  local 
minority  residents. 

•  After  a  detailed  review  by  the 
SEPAC  Urban  Renewal  Com- 
mittee, SEPAC  voted  that  any  con- 
struction contract  let  by  the  City 
or  B.R.A.  should  include  the  new 
"City  Plan"  announced  by  the 
Mayor  on  July  31.  The  Plan  con- 
tractually requires  that  not  less 
than  30%  of  the  jobs  on  any  local 
contract  goes  to  minority  workers, 
and  50%  of  the  sub-contracts  to 
jninority  sub-contractors. 

SEPAC  voted  to  send  a 
representative   to  each  "Liaison 


Committee'  set  up  to  ensure  com- 
pliance by  contractors  with  the 
new  Plan. 

New  City  contracts  are  required 
to  include  a  referral  mechanism 
through  the  Third  World  Jobs 
Clearinghouse  to  insure  that  local 
minority  workers  get  access  to 
those  jobs  generated  by  BRA  ac- 
tivity. 

SEPAC  representative  Ted 
Landsmark  (Mass.  Ave/Chester 
Park  area),  who  is  the  Executive 
Director  of  the  minority-based 
Contractors'  Association  of  Boston 
(CAB],  and  Martin  Gopen,  Labor 
Specialist  at  United  South  End 
Settlements,  serve  on  the  SEPAC 
Urban  Renewal  Committee  to  help 
SEPAC  monitor  local  construction 
contracts. 


Next  Step 
The  Mayor  and  City  Council 
have  not  yet  put  together  Boston's 
application  to  HUD,  the  federal 
housing  agency,  for  CDBG  funds. 
The  current  deadline  of  the 
Mayor's  Office  is  late  November 
for  completion  of  recommen- 
dations. The  Mayor's  application 
will  then  be  submitted  to  the  City 
Council  for  review  and  possible 
changes  and  then  to  HUD  for  ap- 
proval. Funds  for  the  1976  CDBG 
program  would  begin  flowing  in 
March. 

In  the  meantime,  SEPAC  has 
forwarded  its  priority  recommen- 
dations to  the  Mayor's  Office, 
Through  its  Urban  Renewal  and 
Social  Services  sub-committees, 
SEPAC  is  now  conducting  a  detail- 
ed review  of  all  neighborhood  and 
agency  proposals  for  South  End 
CDBG  funds,  in  consultation  with 
the  City's  Office  of  Community 


Development.  SEPAC  is  also 
providing  technical  assistance  to 
groups  in  preparing  other 
proposals  to  deal  with  community 
needs  as  expressed  at  the  public 
hearing  and  in  the  priorities  of 
SEPAC.  The  South  End  is  ahead  of 
most  other  Boston  neighborhoods 
in  the  CDBG  planning  process,  ac- 
cording to  City  officials. 

Although  the  City's  response  so 
far  has  been  cooperative,  key  of- 
ficials in  the  B.R.A.  have  been 
openly  hostile  to  SEPAC's  priority 
recommendations.  And  there  is  no 
guarantee  that  the  South  End's 
recommendations  will  be  followed 
by  the  Mayor's  Office  and  City 


Council.  Under  the  new  federal 
Housing  Act  which  set  up  (he 
CDBG  program,  the  Mayor  and 
Council  have  the  final  say  on 
neighborhood  priorities,  subject  to 
HUD  review. 

Last  year,  SEPAC  was  unable  to 
set  priorities  in  time  for  the  City's 
application.  The  City  Council 
slashed  a  number  of  the  Mayor's 
recommendations,  including  plans 
for  the  South  End. 

Negotiations  on  the  Mayor's  Of- 
fice final  proposals  will  take  place 
late  November.  A  City  Council 
hearing  will  then  be  held  on  the 
Mayor's  application  some  time  in 
December.   


Thifd  World  Ciearing  House 


Minority  Jobs  Available 


The  Third  World  Jobs  Clearing 
House  is  a  training  and  placement 
agency  for  the  construction  trades. 
What  separates  the  Clearing  House 
from  the  other  agencies  is  that  the 
Clearing  House  is  tri-culturai  ser- 
vicing the  Black,  Hispanic  and 
Oriental  communities. 

The  Clearing  House  located  at  15 
Worcester  Streef  in  the  South  End 
has  brought  together  a  staff  of  12  in- 
dividuals who  collectively  have 
over  fifty  years  experience  in  the 
construction  industry.  The  staff  is 
also  tri-cultural  with  recruiters  and 
trainers  able  to  take  care  of  the 
needs  of  the  individual  com- 
munities. 

The  Clearing  House  is  governed 
by  a  multi  racial  Board  of  Directors 
who  set  overall  policy  but  on  a  day 
to  day  basis  Chuck  Turner  heads 
tlie  operation,  in  the  position  of  ex- 
ecutive director. 

The  program  is  designed  to  be  a 
central  recruitment  and  placement 


mechanism  for  the  Black.  Oriental 
and  Hispanic  communities,  Agen- 
cies in  those  communities  who  have 
been  placing  construction  workers 
will  now  make  referrals  to  the 
Clearing  House. 

The  Clearing  House  handles  all 
levels  of  construction;  trainees,  ad- 
vanced trainees  and  journeymen. 
All  levels  of  workers  are  screened, 
go  through  orientation,  and  are 
placed.  The  trainees  and  advanced 
trainees  will  have  classroom  train- 
ing as  well  as  on  the  job  training. 

The  City  of  Boston  and  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Mass.  have  adopted 
plans  which  require  30%  minorities 
on  all  jobs  within  the  minority  com- 
munity and  10%  on  all  jobs  outside. 
The  Clearing  House  will  also  do  job 
development  in  private  industry. 

Anyone  interested  in  the 
Construction  Industry  should  call 
the  Clearing  House  at  266-8570  or 
come  by  15  Worcester  Street, 
Boston. 


Funds  Scarce  for  Boston  Public  Housing 


Except  for  CBDG  funds,  there  is 
little  alternative  for  Boston  public 
housing  tenants  who  need  basic 
health,  safety  and  amenity  repairs 
and  modernization  in  their  hous- 
ing projects. 

SEPAC  has  forwarded  to  the 
Mayor's  Office  a  detailed  list  of 
$5.5  million  in  needed  repairs  for 
Cathedral  and  Lenox-Camden  in 
the  South  End,  prepared  by 
tenants,  management,  and 
professionals.  (See  box.) 

Across  the  City,  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  (BHA)  es- 
timates that  at  least  $40  million 
would  be  needed  to  make  public 
housing  "barely  livable"  for 
Boston's  65.000  public  housing 
tenants  —  10%  of  the  City's 
residents. 

Types  of  Public  Housing 

There  are  two  common  types  of 
public  housing  in  Boston  — 
"federally-aided"  and  "stale- 
aided,"  Federally-aided  projects, 
mostly  built  with  federal  funds 
after  WWII,  tend  to  be  larger, 
older,  more  dense,  and  intended 
for  large  families.  In  the  South 
End,  Cathedral  and  Lenox  are 
federally-aided  projects.  Camden 
was  built  with  state  funds. 

The  BHA  also  owns  and 
manages  projects  built  under 
special  programs,  such  as  the 
federal  "turnkey"  program.  In  the 
South  End,  the  ISA  elderly  tower 
on  West  Dedham,  1701 
Washington,  and  the  IBA  family 
housing  on  West  Newton  Street 


between  Tremont  and  Shawmut 
are  turnkey  developments. 

Federal  Programs 
Federally-funded  projects  are 
eligible  for  fix-up  and  "moder- 
nization" money  from  the  federal 
public  housing  Modernization 
Program  administered  by  HUD. 
Congress  has  authorized  only  $200 
million  for  the  entire  country,  in 
this  program,  however.  Last  year, 
Boston  applied  for  $34  million  to 
pay  for  urgently-needed  repairs. 
HUD  approved  only  $1.9  million 
for  all  of  the  19  federally-funded 
projects  here  from  this  source,  in- 
cluding Cathedral.  The  BHA 
doesn't  expect  to  do  much  better 
this  year. 

In  addition,  HUD  does  have  a 
special  program,  called  the  Target 
Project  Program  (TPP)  for  inten- 
sive investment  in  a  single  priority 
project.  This  year,  the  BHA  is 
planning  to  pour  $8  million  from 
this  program  into  Columbia  Point, 
generally  conceded  as  the  worst  of 
the  BHA's  projects.  Although  the 
TPP  program  is  meant  to  "turn  a 
bad  development  around,"  accor- 
ding to  BHA  people,  the  $8  million 
for  Columbia  Point  should  be  just 
about  enough  to  "keep  that  project 
afloat  for  another  year." 

CDBG  Funds 

Besides  these  federal  sources, 
public  housing  is  eligible  for  funds 
from  the  new  Community 
Development/Block  Grant  (CDBGl 
program,  set  up  by  the  1974  Hous- 


ing Act.  The  new  CDBG  program 
replaces  Urban  Renewal,  Model 
Cities  and  other  separate 
programs  with  a  single  federal 
grant  under  the  Mayor's  control. 
Public  housing  was  not  eligible  for 
funds  from  these  older  programs. 

Last  year,  the  City  decided  to 
allocate  10%  of  its  $30  million 
block  grant  money  to  public  hous- 
ing. The  10%  policy  was  used 
because  about  10%  of  Boston's 
residents  live  in  public  housing. 
The  BHA  currently  plans  to  ask 
for  the  same  percentage  share  in 
1976.  The  BHA  and  the  Mayor's 
Office,  along  with  the  City-wide 
Tenant  Policy  Council,  will  decide 
on  how  this  money  is  divided  up 
among  Boston's  projects,  subject  to 
review  by  the  City  Council  and 
HUD. 

Although  these  City-wide 
priorities  have  not  yet  been  set, 
both  the  BHA  and  TPC  will  con- 
sider the  extent  of  need  and 
whether  or  how  much  the  project 
has  received  in  funds  in  the  recent 
past. 

SEPAC  has  voted  to  ask  that  any 
funds  going  to  public  housing  in 
the  South  End  be  in  addition  to 
the  10%  which  the  City  will 
probably  otherwise  set  for  its  1976 
guideline.  In  this  way,  funds  going 
to  the  South  End's  public  housing 
will  not  reduce  CDBG  funds  which 
are  likely  to  go  to  other  projects  in 
Boston. 


State  Funds 

Another  potential  source  of 
funds  for  public  housing  is  the 
state  "705"  program  for  the 
rehabilitation,  repair,  or  new  con- 
struction of  family  public  housing. 
This  program  is  administered  by 
the  state  Department  of  Communi- 
ty Affairs  (DCA).  The  705  program 
was  the  target  earlier  this  year  of 
a  lawsuit,  known  as  the  "Perez 
case,"  brought  by  Mission  Hill 
public  housing  tenants  in  an  effort 
to  force  the  DCA  to  free  up  funds 
for  Boston  public  housing.  The 
tenants  lost  this  case  and  its 
appeal  to  the  Massachusetts 
Supreme  ludicial  Court. 

The  Perez  case  is  now  being 
appealed  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court. 

However,  it  appears  unlikely 
that  this  lawsuit  can  be  counted  on 
in  the  foreseeable  future  to  result 
in  repair  money  from  the  705 
program. 

The  DCA  could,  however,  volun- 
tarily release  up  to  $43  million 
statewide  for  the  repair  of  existing 
public  housing  rather  than  for  new 
rehabilitation  or  construction  pur- 
poses. The  DCA  is  reportedly  now 
considering  the  release  of  a  major 
part  of  this  money  for  Boston 
public  housing,  in  response  to  the 
issues  raised  by  the  Perez  case. 

However,  the  DCA  would  almost 
certainly  restrict  the  funds  to  the 
10  state-financed  housing  projects 
in  Boston.  In  the  South  End,  only 
Camden  would  benefit  from  DCA 
action. 
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Suspicious  Fires  Plague  Soutii  End 


by  Jan  Fine,  SEPAC  Assistant 


The  South  End  has  had  a  serious 
fire  problem  for  some  lime,  bul 
wilhin  the  past  year,  the  number  of 
"suspicious"  fires  has  increased 
dramalically.  Over  25  fires  have 
been  reported  in  the  Parcel  19- 
Cathedral  area  in  the  last  year. 

The  problem  is  cily-wide.  Accor- 
ding to  Mr.  james  DeFuria  of  the 
State  Fire  Marshall's  office.  78.0no 
fires  strike  Boston  each  year.  In  this 
year  alone,  there  has  been  al  1547r 
increase  in  Ihe  number  of  fires  in 
the  City- 

Blackstone  School  and  Cathedral 
Station  Burn 

On  September  22nd  al  10:30  p.m.. 
ine  wing  of  the  brand  new 
Blackslone  School  burned.  Two 
weeks  after  that,  the  Cathedral  Sta- 
tion Post  Office  was  destroyed  by 
fire. 

In  both  cases,  the  Arson  Squad  of 
the  State  Fire  Marshall's  office  is 
investigating  the  cause  of  Ihe  fires. 
Circumstances  surrounding  the 
Blackstone  School  fire  are  par- 
ticularly suspicious. 

Guards  Out  Sick 

Three  of  the  four  guards  who 
were  assigned  to  patrol  the  Schoors 


nent.  At  present,  the  Post  Office  has 
no  definite  plans  to  reopen  the 
Cathedral  Station. 

The  South  End  has  the  lowest  car 
ownership  rate  for  any  community 
in  the  City,  That  means  that 
residents  must  travel  up  to  a  mile 
and  a  half  to  the  nearest  PosI  Of- 
fice, and  in  most  cases,  bv  transit  or 
foot. 

Up  to  807,  of  the  tenants  of 
Cathedral  Housing  had  boxes  in  the 
destroyed  Office  due  to  the  fact  lhal 
Ihe  mailboxes  in  the  projects  have 
been  vandalized  into  uselessness. 
These  residents  must  travel  to 
Dudley  Street  Post  Office  in  Rox- 
bury  lo  pick  up  their  mail.  This  dai- 
ly trip  is  especially  hard  on  the 
elderly. 

Congressman  Moakley's  office 
has  requested  the  Post  Office  to  ex- 
plore the  possibilities  of  opening  a 
trailer  on  or  near  Ihe  site  in  the  in- 
terim and  to  act  expeditiously  in 
replacing  the  Post  Office  within  the 
South  End, 

Representatives  of  the 
Congressman's  office  have  in- 
dicated that  the  amouni  of  com- 
munity response  will  partially 
determine  the  replacement  of  the 


Concord  Baptist  Church  on  W.  Brookline  and  Warren  Ave.  burned  with  > 
over  $600,000  in  damages  last  Saturday  night,  after  press  time.  This  makes « 
three  South  End  minority  churches  that  have  burned  from  suspicious  fires  | 
in  three  months.  ^ 


Burned-out  BRA  rowhouse  shortly 
of  low-income  housing  plan  by  IBA. 

interior,  called  in  sick  the  Monday 
of  the  fire.  When  the  City's  Public 
Facilities  Department  was  con- 
tacted, Mr.  Len  Poirer  said  that  the 
situation  was  unfortunate  bul  that 
"It  was  just  a  coincidence  that  the 
three  guards  called  in  sick."  There 
is  also  the  question  of  why  Ihe  fire 
burned  for  so  long  before  the  alarm 
sounded.  There  is  speculation  that 
there  was  a  faulty  mechanism  in 
the  alarm  system. 

Original  estimates  ranged  around 
1  million  dollars  to  effect  repairs 
bul  despite  the  high  cost  there  is  no 
question  that  the  wing  will  be 
rebuilt. 

Post  Office  May  Stay  Closed 
The  damage  wrought  by  the  Post 
Office  fire  might  be  more  perma- 


^1 

before  demolition.  Building  was  part 

Post  Office.  It  is  urged  that  the  com- 
munity make  known  its  feelings  by 
writing:  Mr.  Leo  Murphy.  Director 
of  Customer  Services,  Post  Office 
Box  142.  Lexington.  Mass.  02173. 

It  would  also  be  helpful  to  send  a 
copy  of  the  letter  to  the  office  of 
Congressman  Moakley:  Cong,  john 
Joseph  Moakley,  |FK  Building, 
Government  Center.  Boston,  Mass. 

Fires  Plague  the  Hispanic  Com- 
munity 

Over  the  last  year,  the  parcel  19 
area  has  suffered  over  25  fires.  This 
area  is  located  around  Blackstone 
Square  and  is  in  the  heart  of  the 
South  End.  Many  of  these  buildings 
were  B.R.A.  owned  and  due  to  be 
rehabilitated  for  low  and  moderate- 
in  co  niehousing^butw^^ 


the  time.  In  all.  I.B.A.,  a  non-profit 
Development  Corporation,  has  lost 
three  buildings  in  its  development 
plan,  due  to  fire. 

.  Church  Fires 

In  addition,  two  churches  in  the 
area  have  burned.  A  church  of  the 
Apostolic  Faith  (Church  of  the 
Lord]  on  Tremont  Street  was  hit  by 
fire  on  September  10.  Although  the 
fire  was  contained  by  the  fire  crew, 
some  South  Enders  questioned 
whether  it  was  necessary  to  destroy 
the  Church's  stained-glass  and  rose 
windows. 

The  Iglesia  de  Dios.  a  Pentacostal 
Church,  was  almost  totally 
destroyed  on  September  12.  1975. 
The  congregation  had  just  com- 
pleted work  on  the  Church  (located 
at  397  Shawmul  Avenue)  in  order  to 
repair  damage  thai  resulted  from  a 
fire  that  had  occurred  August  11. 
The  congregation  contributed  all 
they  could  afford,  but  Ihe  second 
fire  burned  away  all  their  efforts. 
Meanwhile,  the  fire  insurance  had 
elapsed,  and  there  was  no  other 
money  available  for  reconstruction. 

Also  damaged  in  this  fire  were 
two  BRA-owned  rowhouses 
scheduled  for  rehabilitation  by 
IBA. 

Several  organizations,  including 
I.B.A,,  SEPAC.  the  South  End 
Historical  Society,  and  low  Cost 
Housing,  tried  to  preserve  the 
building  with  plans  that  would  have 
both  saved  the  building  for  housing 
and  compensated  the  congregation. 
The  City  was  willing  to  contribute 
some  money  but  the  damage  was 
too  severe  and  costly  for  any 
favorable  economic  solution.  (See 
photo.) 


Community  Response  and  Action 

A  special  community  meeting 
was  held  on  September  17th  with 
representatives  of  the  Fire  and 
Police  Departments  to  discuss  ways 
of  stopping  these  fires  in  the  Parcel 
19  area.  The  meeting  pointed  out 
the  lack  of  staff  strength  in  the  state 
fire  marshall's  office.  There  is  only 
one  person  working  in  the  Fire 
Marshall's  office,  and  only  four 
people  working  on  the  Arson  Squad 
at  any  one  time,  for  the  entire  Cily. 
They  cannot  keep  up  witH  the 
numbers  of  fires  that  they  are 
responsible  for  with  a  backlog  of 
200  fires  a  month  piling  up. 

In  the  face  of  the  inability  of  the 
Arson  Squad  adequately  to  in- 
vestigate these  fires,  Parcel  19 
neighborhood  leaders  have 
countered  and  adopted  a  series  of 
community  action  measures. 

Father  Dwyer  of  St.  Stephan's 
Episcopal  Church  is  coordinating 
efforts  of  Parcel  19  residents  in 
creating  a  fire-walch.  The  fire- 
watch  consists  of  a  group  of 
residents  who  will  act  as  observers. 
In  case  a  suspect  is  spotted  or  a 
blaze  breaks  out,  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, which  is  aware  of  the  watch, 
will  be  notified  and  asked  to  take 
appropriate  action,  The  fire-watch 
is  not  a  vigilante  organization  and  is 
not  meant  to  physically  involve 
community  members.  In  conjunc- 
tion with  this  plan,  the  Police 
Department  has  said  that  it  is  in- 
creasing its  patrol. 

In  addition,  after  community 
pressure,  the  Boston  Redevelop- 
ment Authority  has  installed  heat 
detection  and  movement  sensing 
alarms  in  many  of  ils  vacant  or 
abandoned  buildings. 


EDITORIAL  POLICY 

The  SEPAC  Newsletter  will  be  published  every  month  under  the  terms  of 
the  pending  contract  between  SEPAC  and  the  City. 

Under  the  new  arrangements,  SEPAC  plans  to  expand  the  scope  of  sub- 
ject matter  covered  in  the  Newsletter  and  increase  the  number  of  con- 
tributions to  better  service  the  South  End  community.  A  Newsletter  Editor 
will  be  added  to  the  SEPAC  staff  to  carry  this  out.  Please  contact  Michael 
Kane  at  the  SEPAC  office  if  you  have  ideas,  suggestions,  or  time  to  offer  an 
expanded  and  imporved  community  newspaper. 

Editorial  supervision  rests  with  the  SEPAC  staff  and  Executive  Com- 
mittee under  guidelines  adopted  by  SEPAC.  Unless  otherwise  noted,  all  ar- 
tides  are  prepared  by  Michael  Kane,  SEPAC  Administrator,  subject  to  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  review. 

Letters  to  the  editor  wil  be  welcome  in  future  Newsletter  issues,  space 
permitting.  Please  send  all  correspondence  to:      SEPAC  Newsletter 
374  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston,  Massachusetts 


Spanish  Pentecostal  church  on  Shawmut  Ave.  and  adjacent  rpwhouse 
after  August  fire. 


lai 

ise. 
Ing 

53 
ce) 

Su 
ire, 


ere 
the 


Page  f  OUR,  SEPAC  Newslener  November  1975 

SPECIAL  REPORT: 


Page  RVE.  SEP  AC  Newsletter  November  1975 


The  Shame  of  the  Cities  —  Revisited 


South  End  public  housing: 

by  Francis  X.  Quinn 


Will  $5.5  million  in  repairs  be  enough? 


Reprinted  from  Boston  Ledger. 
September  19.  1975 

The  South  End  Project  Area  Com* 
miltee  voted  unanimously  on 
September  9  to  recommend  that  at 
least  50  percent  of  federal  revenue 
sharing  funds  to  be  awarded  to  (he 
South  End  area  this  year,  be  used  to 
renovate  and  rehabilitate  two  large 
public  housing  projects  there, 
Cathedral  and  Lenox-Camden.  No 
one  knows  exactly  how  much 
money  this  will  be  but  it  Is  es- 
timated that  the  total  will  be  in  the 
$5.5  million  range. 

A  lour  of  the  508-unit  Cathedral 
Housing  Project,  administrated  by 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  con- 
firmed tenant  complaints  that  poor 
maintenance  and  deteriorating 
facilities  pose  serious  health  and 
safely  hazards  lo  residents  of  the 
Washington  Street  project. 

The  tour  was  confined  lo  areas  in 
the  project  accessible  to  any  in- 
terested observer:  surrounding 
grounds,  basements  and  hallways. 
Residents  approached  by  the 
Ledger  were  unwilling  to  permit 
visits  inside  their  apartments. 

Across  Monseignor  Reynolds 
Way  from  Holy  Cro.ss  Cathedral,  is 
a  slanting,  bumpy  asphalt  basket- 
hall  court.  Weeds  have  grown 
through  the  asphalt  on  most  of  the 
court  area,  and  broken  glass  lies 
sprinkled  on  lop  of  the  area.  Con- 
crete foundation  implants  for  a 
protective  chain  link  fence  rim  the 
court.  Most  of  the  fence  is  gone,  and 
laundry  left  out  lo  dry  hangs  from 
the  remaining  fence  segment.  Al 
Boer,  a  worker  from  ihe  United 
South  End  Settlements  which 
operates  Ihe  Family  Life  Center 
directly  behind  the  courtyard,  said 
the  fence  had  been  knocked  down 
by  a  car  in  1962. 

Concrete  bench  supports  are 
scattered  around  the  perimeter  of 
the  playground,  as  they  are  around 
most  other  open  areas  within  the 
project.  The  wooden  planks  thai 
form  the  silting  plane  and  backrest 
for  these  supports  are  missing. 

The  Family  Lite  Center  occupies 
a  converted  ihree-bedroom  apart- 
ment within  the  first  yellow-brick 
blockhouse  structure  al  21  Reynolds 
Way. 


The  Center  offers  family  and 
health  counseling,  and  employs  one 
full-time  youth  worker. 

It  also  is  heated  by  the  same 
boiler  systems  as  the  rest  of  the 
project:  which  utilizes  five-inch 
diameter  pipes  running  around  the 
rooms  at  ground  level. 

Heal  Pipes:  Safety  Hazard 
Cathedral  Task  Force  member 
Marlene  Stephens  and  resident 
Anna  Rivera,  both  SEPAC 
Delegates,  maintain  that  the  heat 
pipes  provide  safety  hazards  to 
children  who  might  stand  on  or 
stumble  into  them  during  Ihe 
winter.  Most  of  the  healing  units 
cannot  be  regulated  individually, 
they  said,  and  temperatures  of  the 
pipes  may  reach  as  high  as  180 
degrees,  considerably  hotter  than 
scalding  water. 

Al  Boer  described  the  hazardous 
conditions  more  bluntly:  "Every 
year  some  of  the  kids  have  lo  be 
literally  peeled  off  these  pipes 
when  they  get  trapped  behind 
them." 

Empty  Wading  Pools 

On  the  other  side  of  the  building 
housing  the  Family  Center,  two 
children's  wading  pools  were 
centered  12  or  IB  inches  below  the 
next  asphalt  courtyard.  Mrs,  Rivera 
said  the  pools  go  unused  during  the 
summer  because,  when  filled,  the 
water  backs  up  through  the  pipes 
into  the  surrounding  ground  level 
apartments.  Mrs.  Stephens  said  that 
over  the  last  year,  tenants  had 
debated  whether  to  wail  fur  the 
plumbing  problem  to  be  fixed  nr  to 
propose  that  Ihe  area  be  converted 
lo  a  parking  lot.  Nothing  had  been 
done  to  the  site,  she  said,  and  now 
cars  park  there. 

Approximately  one  out  of  every 
three  basement  level  windows  in 
Ihe  surrounding  apartment  struc- 
tures is  open.  Through  them  is  an 
eight  foot  drop  to  the  floor.  Besides 
providing  a  safety  hazard  lo  small 
children,  say  the  tenants,  Ihe  open 
passages  also  offer  night  shelter  to 
criminals,  drug  addicts  aufl  other 
undesirables. 

Additionally,  four  foot  high 
tunnels  connect  large  basement 
heating  pipes  from  one  apartment 
structure  to  another.  During  the 


Broken  b«Mm«nt  windows  In  Cathodral  projoct  ondanger  childran,  In- 
vito vandal*  and  criminal  activity. 


tour,  only  one  such  passageway  was 
found  to  be  locked.  Mrs.  Lopes  said 
outsitlers  or  residents  involved  in 
criminal  activity  "who  get  lo  know 
the  area  can  have  a  foolproof  es- 
cape from  one  side  of  the  project  to 
the  other,"  that  is,  from  Msgr. 
Reynolds  Way  to  East  Brookline 
Street. 

Code  Violations 

The  basements  themselves  offer 
primer- type  examples  of  health, 
safety  and  building  code  violations. 
One  basement  room  was  filled  with 
about  25  civil  defense  food  supply 
conUTinnrs  (35  lbs.  each)  and  as 
many  portable  civil  defcnst; 
sanitary  commodes.  I'he  cache  was 
[liled  among  discarded  bed  springs, 
perhaps  a  foot  of  broken  bottles  and 
cans,  rotten  food,  clothing  rags  and 
other  trash.  A  grimy  civil  defense 
air  raid  shelter  sign  was  visible  in 
the  corner. 

Another  basement  room  in  a 
different  building  contained 
similar  rubbish,  with  a  mattress 
propped  in  the  middle  of  ihe 
debris.  On  lop  of  a  chair  beside  the 
mattresses  lay  a  shiny  yellow 
bracelet,  a  toothbrush  and  several 
bottles, 

A  number  of  basement  rooms 
held  discarded  refrigerators  with 
swinging  doors  ajar.  One  room  with 
an  empty  window  frame  up  at 
ground  level  lo  the  courtyard  lay 
under  two  or  three  feet  of  water. 

Each  building  basement  housed 
an  abandoned  incinerator 
overflowing  with  trash  and  debris. 
None  of  these  rooms  was  locked. 
Each  basement  also  housed  un- 
secured fuse  boxes,  electrical 
switches  and  water  mains.  Most 
appeared  to  have  been  tampered 
with. 


After  an  hour-and-a-half  of  ex- 
ploration, the  lour  left  the  base- 
ment and  resumed  in  the  courtyard 
areas. 

Waiting  List 

.  The  sides  of  every  structure  were 
dotted  with  boarded  windows, 
denoting  vacant  apartments.  Al 
Cathedral,  this  week  there  are  ap- 
proximately 90  vacant  apartments, 
according  to  the  BHA. 

Mrs.  Rivera  explained  that 
squallers  live  in  many  of  these. 
"The  wailing  list  for  public  housing 
is  very  long,"  she  said,  "and  at  S3 
State  Street  (BHA  central  office) 
Ihey  tell  people  there  is  no  room.  So 
Ihcse  people  just  come  over  here, 
open  Ihe  doors  and  move  in." 

According  to  the  BHA.  there  are 
presently  760  applications  on  the 
waiting  list  at  Cathedral. 

BHA:  "Problem  Project" 

BHA  spokesman  Gerald  Hickey 


calls  Cathedral  "one  of  our  six  or 
eight  problem  projects." 

"I  know  we've  been  having 
problems"  (at  Cathedral).  Hickey 
said,  "and  we've  had  a  change  of 
managers  there  aiming  at  correc- 
ting them." 

Hickey  said  that  ".sometimes 
maintenance  people  are  al  fault," 
adding  that  the  BHA  "is  always  do- 
ing patchwork  repairs,  while 
wailing  for  major  funds  for  capital 
expenditures." 

Hickey  said  "unfortunately,  using 
available  funds  for  minor  repairs  is 
economic  suicide"  and  that  the 
HHA  "is  scarcely  keeping  up  with 
the  vandalism." 

Conditions  at  Cathedral  are  not 
typical  of  most  of  the  57  public 
housing  projects  in  the  city,  accor- 
ding to  Hickey. 

"That  (Cathedral)  is  not  public 
housing  in  Boston."  he  said. 


Letter  from  Cathedral 


The  following  is  a  letter  written 
by  a  senior  citizen  from  the 
Cathedral  Project  who  attended  the 
CD. B.C.  hearing  al  Ihe  ].].  Hurley 
School,  but  did  not  have  the  oppor- 
tunity lo  speak  there.  She  wrote  a  3- 
page  letter  lo  SEPAC  which  we 
have  included  in  this  issue.  To 
protect  her  from  repercussions  by 
BHA  personnel.Ihe  name  used  here 
is  fictitious. 

September  10.  1975 
My  name  is  Mrs.  Mary  Smith: 

I  have  been  living  at  ihe 
Cathedral  Project  for  24  years.  I  am 
a  senior  citizen.  I  spoke  about  Ihe 
great  need  for  new  elevator-motors 
at  the  Boys'  Club  meeting.  The 
seniors  couldn't  attend  Mass  on 
Sunday,  see  a  movie  at  the  centre  or 
go  lo  the  SEPAC  meeting  at  the^].). 
Hurley  School  because  both 
elevators  weren't  working.  Ramona 
Anderson  of  the  Security  Program 
had  to  walk  to  the  14th  floor  3  limes 
on  Monday  with  an  elderly  person. 
For  years  we  have  been  talking 
about  fixing  the  elevators.  Theresa 
H.  who  lived  on  the  Iflth  floor.  Bid. 
23  had  lo  walk  up  almost  every  day. 
and  finally  moved  to  the  \s\  floor, 
even  wrote  a  poem  "Fix  the 
Elevator." 

I  was  hit  with  the  elevator  door 
once  and  had  a  big  bump  on  my  arm 


and  il  was  black  and  blue,  nothing 
was  done  about  it,  I  went  to  the 
BHA  office  to  report  it.  The 
maintenance  foreman  kept  reading 
his  morning  paper  and  paid  me  no 
attention.  1  went  to  the  Famil>'  Life 
Program  and  asked  Si  Dickerson  to 
look  at  it.  Marlene  Stephens 
followed  him  and  shocked  al  what 
they  saw,  rushed  to  the  office  to 
speak  to  the  maintenance  man,  1 
also  called  the  elevator  company, 
and  it  was  finally  fixed. 

We  are  also  in  great  need  of  the 
hot  pipes  being  covered,  because 
many  children  and  grown-ups  have 
been  burned,  and  have  moved 
away,  For  years  they  have  been  try- 
ing to  gel  this  done,  !  gave  the 
names  of  people  1  knew  who  were 
burned,  also  had  petitions  signed. 

We  need  a  Tiny-Tot  playground 
for  children  to  play.  The  jungle  gym 
they  had  was  big  and  dangerous, 
many  children  were  rushed  lo  the 
hospital  from  falling  off  the  slide 
and  hitting  the  concrete,  my  grand- 
daughter was  one  of  them. 

With  Ihe  Cathedral  Tenants  Task 
Force  we  planned  to  have  a  new 
playground  built  for  Tiny-Tols.  but 
the  BHA  said  no  lo  this,  we  had  to 
use  the  money  to  paint  the  kitchens 
after  they  took  down  the  kitchen 
shelves,   and   putting   up  new 


cabinets. 

The  teenagers  do  not  have  a 
Basketball  court  to  play  on.  The 
ladies  use  the  fence  to  dry  their 
clothes.  If  they  had  a  play  area 
maybe  it  would  stop  the  children 
and  teens  somewhat  from  gambling 
on  the  front  and  back  steps  and  in 
the  hallways.  We  need  belter 
maintenance  to  keep  the  grounds 
clean,  we  have  been  referred  to  as 
pigs.  The  A.B.C.D.  boys  this 
summer  did  a  good  job.  why  can't 
Ihe  regular  maintenance  do  a  belttM" 
job.  The  cellars  are  so  dirty,  they 
are  a  home  for  roaches  which  are 
ahoul  lo  take  over  with  ihir  rats  and 
mice  crawling  all  around  the  pro- 
ject. Also,  maggots  and  flies  are 
crawling  on  the  dumpslers  and  on 
the  outside  walls  and  come  in 
through  open  windows. 

1  didn't  hear  anything  about  mail 
boxes  at  the  hearing,  today  tenanl.s 
have  to  pay  extra  money  to  the  post 
office  because  the  regular  boxes 
are  all  broken.  We  don't  need  more 
staff  lo  get  the  work  done,  too  many 
silting  around  collecting  paychecks 
as  is.  Well.  1  could  never  have  said 
all  this  at  the  hearing  if  1  had  gotten 
up  to  speak,  and  il  would  have 
taken  more  than  4  minutes. 

Well,  here's  hoping  for  the  best 
that  something  can  be  done  to  im- 
prove conditions. 

Mrs.  Mary  Smith 


Camden-Lenox  Tenants  Organize 


Tenants  in  Ihe  Camden-Lenox 
public  housing  project  In  Lower 
Roxbury  have  organized  to  fight 
for  improved  conditions  in  their 
homes. 

The  tenants  organized  soon  after 
Ihe  September  article  in  Ihe 
Boston  Ledger,  reporting  on  con- 
ditions in  nearby  Cathedral,  and 
on  SEPAC's  vole  to  make  public 
housing  Ihe  top  priority  for  1967 
Community  Development  (CDBG) 
funds. 

Al  a  meeting  held  on  September 
30  with  representatives  of  Ihe 
City-wide  Tenants  Policy  Council 
(TPC).  the  Camden-Lenox  tenants 
discussed  the  issues  of  poor 
maintenance  by  the  Boston  Hous- 
ing Authority,  leaky  roofs,  inade- 
quate lighting,  security,  poor  gar- 
bage disposal,  and  abandoned 
cars. 

After  some  discussion.  Ihe 
tenants  concluded  that  manage- 
ment had  done  little  to  resolve 
these  problems.  The  group  decid- 
ed lo  send  a  delegation  to  the  Oc- 
tober a  BHA  Board  meeting  to 
make  their  views  known  directly. 

Basic  Repairs 
In  Ihe  meantime,  the  tenants, 
TPC,  and  the  BHA  have  compiled 
a  preliminary  list  of  essential 
repairs  totalling  $1.8  million  in 
Lenox  and  $400,000  in  Camden. 
This  list  has  been  forwarded  by 
SEPAC  to  the  City  Office  of  Com- 
munity Development  for  con- 
sideration for  South  End  CDBG 
funds. 
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La  Verguenza  de  las  Ciudades-Vueltos  a  Visitar 

Por  Francis  X.  Quinn 


Carta  de  la  Catedral 


La  siguiente  carta  fue  excrita  por 
una  anciana  que  reside  en  el 
Proyecto  de  la  Catedral,  la  cual 
asislio  a  la  vista  publica  de  CDBG 
en  las  escuela  Hurley,  pero  que  no 
tuvo  oportunidad  de  hablar  en  la 
misma.  Ella  escribio  una  carta  de 
tres  paginas  a  SEPAC  la  cual  es- 
tamos  incluyendo  en  esta  edicion. 
Para  protejer  a  la  Senora  de  reper- 
cusiones  de  parte  del  personal  de 
BHA,  el  nombre  usado  en  la  carta 
es  ficticio. 


Mi  nombre  es  Mrs.  Mary  Smith: 
Y  he  estado  residiendo  en  el 
proyecto  de  la  Catedral  durante  24 
anos.  Yo  soy  una  anciana.  Yo  hable 
sobre  la  gran  necesidad  de  motores 
nuevos  en  los  elevadores  en  la  reu- 
nion del  Club  de  Ninos.  Los  an- 
cianos  no  pueden  asistir  a  la  misa 
del  Domingo,  ir  a  ver  una  pelicula 
al  centro  o  asistir  a  la  reunion  de 
SEPAC  en  la  escuela  Hurley  por- 
que  los  elevadores  estaban  fuera  de 
servicio.  Ramona  Anderson  del 
Programa  de  Seguridad  luvo  que 
subir  las  escaleras  hasia  el  piso 
catorce  (14)  tres  veces  el  dia  Lunes 
con  una  persona  anciana.  Por  anos 
hemes  hablado  de  arreglar  los 
elevadores.  Theres  H.  la  cual  vivia 
en  el  piso  10  tenia  que  subir 
caminando  casi  diariamente, 
finalmente  se  mudo  para  el  primer 
piso.  Esta  senora  inclusive  escribio 
un  poema  tilulado  "Arreglen  el 
Eievador." 

Yo  fui  golpeada  por  la  puerta  del 
eievador  una  vez  y  tuve  un  chichon 
en  mi  brazo  el  cual  se  puso  azul  y 
negro  y  aun  asi  nada  se  bizo  acerca 
de  esto.  Yo  fui  a  reportarlo  a  la 
oficina  de  mantenimiento  de  BHA  y 
el  hombre  lo  que  bizo  fue  seguir 
leyendo  el  periodico  sin  prestar 
ninguna  atencion.  Yo  fui  al 
programa  de  Vida  Familiar  y  le 
pedi  al  Sr.  Dickerson  que  mirara  el 
golpe.  Marlene  Stephens  que  es- 
taba  presente  se  paralizo  al  ver  el 
golpe  e  inmediatamente  fue  a 
hablar  con  el  encargado  de 
mantenimiento.  Yo  llame  a  la  com- 
pania  del  eievador  y  finalmente  fue 
arreglado. 

Tambien  tenemos  gran  necesidad 
de  que  los  tubos  del  agua  claiente 
sean  cubierlos  ya  que  tanto  ninos 
como  adultos  ban  sufrido 
quemaduras,  e  inclusive  se  han 
mudado  a  causa  de  esto.  Por  anos  se 


ha  estado  Iratando  de  que  esto  sea 
arreglado.  Yo  notifique  los  nombres 
de  gentes  que  yasabia  habian  suf- 
rido quemaduras  y  tambien 
lUvimos  peticiones  firmadas  por  los 
inquilinos. 

Necesitamos  un  pequeno  parque 
en  donde  los  ninos  puedan  jugar.  El 
gimnasio  que  tienen  es  Ian  grande  y 
peligroso  que  muchos  ninos 
tuvieron  que  ser  llevados  al 
hospital  porque  se  caian  y  daban 
contra  el  cemento  que  habia  deba- 
)o,  mi  nietafue  uno  de  estos  ninos. 

Con  el  "Cathedral  Tenants  Task 
Force"  planeamos  poder  terner  un 
parquecito  nuevo  para  los  pe- 
quenos,  pero  BHA  dijo  que  bubo 
que  utilizar  el  dinero  para  pintar  la 
cosinas  y  poner  gabinetes  nuevos, 
porque  BHA  decidio  quitar  los 
lableros  de  la  cocina. 

Los  jovenes  no  tienen  una  cancha 
de  balonceslo  donde  poder  jugar. 
Las  senoras  usan  las  verjas  de  la 
cancha  vieja  para  secar  la  ropa.  Si 
los  muchachos  tuvieran  un  area  de 
juego,  a  lo  mejor  se  evilaria  el  que 
estuvieran  jugando  juegos  ilioitos 
en  las  escaleras  del  frente  y  de 
atras  y  en  los  pasillos.  Necesitamos 
mejor  mantenimiento  para 
mantener  los  alrededores  limpios,  a 
nosotros  nos  han  llamado  puercos. 
Los  muchachos  de  ABCD  hicieron 
:m  buen  trabajo  durante  el  verano, 
porque  no  pueden  bacerlo  igual  el 
personal  regular  de  mantenimien- 
to? Los  sotanos  estan  tan  sucios  que 
son  el  lugar  de  las  cucarachas,  las 
cuales  junto  con  las  ratas  y  ratones 
se  estan  apoderando  del  proyecto. 
Tambien  las  moscas  y  majes  estan' 
por  los  zafacones  y  paredes  de 
afuera  y  entran  a  las  casas  cada  vez 
que  se  abren  las  ventanas. 

Yo  no  escuche  nada  en  la  vista 
acerca  de  los  buzones.  Hoy  dia  los 
inquilinos  tienen  que  pagar  dinero 
extra  al  correo,  porque  los  buzones 
regulares  estan  rotos.  No 
necesitamos  mas  personal  para 
hacer  trabajo,  hay  demas  ya  sen- 
tados  solo  recogiendo  su  pago 
semanal.  Bueno,  yo  nunca  hubiera 
podido  decir  todo  esto  en  la  reunion 
si  me  hubiera  parade  a  hablar,  y 
ademas  hubiera  tornado  mas  de 
cuatro  (4)  minutos. 

Bueno,  aqui  esperando  que  algo 
pueda  hacerse  para  mejorar  estas 
condiciones. 

Mrs.  Mary  Smith 


Extraido  de  Boston  Ledger 

El  comite  de  SEPAC  veto  un- 
animemente  en  la  9  de  Septiembre 
para  recomendar  que  50  porciento 
de  los  fondos  federales  que  seran 
asignados  al  area  del  South  End 
sean  usados  para  renovar  dos 
grandes  proyectos  de  viviendas 
publicos,  estos  seran  Catedral  y 
Lenox  Camden.  Nadie  sabe  exac- 
tamente  cuanto  dinero  sera,  pero  se 
eslima  que  sera  alrededor  de  $5.5 
millones  de  dolares. 
"Recorrido  Atravez  de  Catedral" 

IJn  recorrido  esla  semana  atravez 
de  las  508  unidades  de!  proyecto  de 
la  Catedral.  el  cual  esta  ad- 
ministrado  por  la  Autoridad  de 
Viviendas  de  Boston  (BHA).  confir- 
mo  las  quejas  de  los  residentes  de 
f]ue  ias  probres  condiciones  de 
manlenimiento  y  las  deterioradas 
facilidades  representan  un  peligro 
de  salud  y  seguridad  para  los 
residentes  del  proyecto  de  la  Calle 
Washington. 

El  recorrido  estaba  destinado  a 
areas  en  el  proyecto  accesibles  a 
cualquier  observador  interesado; 
alrededores,  sotanos  y  pasillos.  Los 
residentes  que  fueron  abordados 
per  et  "Ledger"  no  permitieron  las 
entrada  a  los  apartamientos. 

Al  cruzar  de  la  Santa  Catedral  al 
"Monsignor  Reynolds  Way"  hay 
una  cancha  de  balonceslo  desiqual 
e  inclinada.  La  yerba  ha  crecido 
atravez  del  asfalto  en  la  mayor 
parte  de  la  cancha  y  los  vidrios 
rotos  estan  regados  en  toda  la 
superficie  del  area.  Alrededor  de  la 
cancha  se  puede  ver  la  fundacion 
en  la  cual  supuestamente  hub  una 
verja.  La  mayor  parte  de  esta  verja 
ha  desaparecido  y  en  la  parte  qu 
queda  solo  se  puede  ver  la  ropa  que 
algunos  han  colgado  para  secarse. 
Al  Boer,  trabajador  de  la  oficina  de 
U.S.E.S,  la  cual  opera  el  Centro  de 
Vida  Familiar  que  esta  situados 
alras  de  la  cancha.  dice  que  la  verja 
fue  tumbada  por  un  sutomovil  en  el 
ano  1962,  Algunos  soportes  para 
bancos  de  concrelo  estan  regados 
alrededor  de  la  cancha  al  igual  que 
en  otras  areas  abiertas  del  proyec- 
to; los  espaldares  y  asientos  no  es- 


tan. El  Centro  de  Vida  Familiar 
ocupa  un  partamiento  de  3  cuartos 
de  dormitorio  que  ha  sido  conver- 
tido  en  oficina  y  que  esla  localizado 
en  el  primer  piso  del  21  Reynolds 
Way.  El  Cenlro  ofrece  consejos 
familiares  y  de  salud  y  empleo  a  un 
trabajador  joven.  tiempo  completo. 

La  calefaccion  en  el  cenlro  es  la 
misma  que  en  e!  resto  del  proyecto 
ya  que  es  el  mismo  sislema  del 
caldera  el  cual  utiliza  unns  tubos  de 
5  pulgadas  de  diamelro  los  cuales 
corren  alrededor  de  los  cuarlos  a 
nivel  del  piso. 

Tuberia  Para  Calefaccion: 
Amenaza  a  La  Seguridad 
Marlene  Stephens  miembro  del 
"Cathedral  Task  Force"  y  Ana 
Rivera,  residente  (ambas  son 
delegadas  de  SEPAC)  sostienen  que 
los  tubos  de  calefaccion  son  un 
peligro  para  la  seguridad  de  los 
ninos,  los  cuales  pueden  lo  mismo 
pararse  que  tropezarse  con  ellos 
durante  el  invierno.  Las  unidades 
de  calefaccion  no  pueden  con- 
trolarse  individualmenl  y  la 
temperatura  de  los  tubos  puede 
subir  hast  180  grados,  lo  cual  es  mas 
caliente  que  el  agua  hirviendo.  Al 
Boer  describe  esta  situacion 
peligrosa  mas  contundentemenle. 
"Todos  los  anos  algunos  de  los 
ninos  tienen  que  ser  despegados  sin 
pellejo  porque  se  quedan  atrapados 
atras  de  los  tubos." 

Piscinas  Lianas  Vacias 

Al  otro  lado  del  edificio  ocupado 
por  el  Centro  de  Vida  Familiar,  hay 
dos  pequenas  piscinas  para  nines, 
las  cuales  estan  centralizadas  en  el 
siguiente  patio  de  asfalto.  La 
Senora  Rivera  dice  que  a  las 
piscinas  no  se  les  da  uso  durante  el 
verano.  debido  a  que  si  sel  Uenan 
de  agua  el  agua  sale  atravez  de  los 
tubos  de  los  apartamientos  bajos 
que  haya  alrededor.  La  Senora 
Stephens  dice  que  por  un  ano  los 
residentes  han  estado  pensando  si 
deben  esperar  que  el  problema  de 
plomeria  sea  areglado  o  si  deben 
olvidar  las  piscinas  y  convertir  el 
area  en  estacionamiento.  Nada  ha 
(Contlnuada  p.  7) 


iTrabajos! 


The  Third  World  jobs  Clearing 
House  es  una  agencia  de 
etrenamiento  y  puestos  para  oficios 
de  conslrucion.  Lo  que  separa  a 
Clearing  House  de  las  olras  agen- 
cias  es  que  Clearing  House  es  tri- 
cullural  sirviendo  la  comunidad 
Negra,  Hispana  y  Oriental. 

La  Clearing  House  localizada  en 
15  Worcester  Street  en  el  South  End 
a  unido  un  personal  de  12  in- 
dividuos  quienes  colectivamente 
lienen  mas  de  50  anos  de  experien- 
cia  en  la  industria  de  conslrucion. 
Los  empleados  tambien  so  Iri- 
culturales  con  recluladores  y  en- 
Irenadores  capacilados  para  asistir 
las  necesidades  de  las  coiTiunidades 
individualmente. 

L.i  Clearing  House  esta  gover- 
niuln  por  una  lunla  Direcliva  mulli 
racial  la  cual  prepara  lodas  las 
pnli>^as  pero  a  base  de  dia  a  dia. 
Chuck  Turner  encabeza  la  opera- 
cion.  en  las  posicion  de  Director 
Ejecutivo. 

El  programa  esta  disenado  para 
ser  un  mecahismo  centpai  de 
reclutamientb  ^  puestos  para  las 


comunidades  Negras.  Orientales  e 
Hispanas.  Agendas  en  estas  com- 
unidades que  han  estado  plazando 
trabajadores  de,  conslrucion  ahora 
hacen  referimientos  a  Clearing 
House. 

La  Clearing  House  Irata  con  todo 
nivel  de  conslruccion;  apredices; 
aprendices  avansarios  y  jornalero. 
Todos  los  niveles  de  trabajadores 
son  enlrevistados.  pasan  a  traves  de 
una  orientacion  y  son  screen.  Los 
aprendices  y  aprendices  avansados 
tendran  un  solon  de  entrenamienlo, 
asi  como  enlrenamiento  en  el  mis- 
mo trabajo. 

La  Ciudad  de  Boston  y  el  Estado 
de  Mass.  han  adoptado  planes  los 
cuales  requieren  30'/r  de  la  minoria 
en  Irabajos  de  la  comunidad 
minorilaria  y  lO'/f  en  todos  los 
Irabajos  fuera.  Clearing  House  tam- 
bien desarrollara  trabajos  en  in- 
dustrias  privadas. 

CUALOUIERA  INTERESADO 
EN  LA  INDUSTRIA  DE 
CONSTRUCCION  DEBE  LI.AMAR 
A  Clearing  House  al  266-8570  o 
pasar  por  15  Worcester  St,,  Boston. 
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Timilty  (Continued  from  p.  1) 


and  related  issues,  such  as  a 
larger  allocation  to  public  housing 
City-wide  than  that  made  last 
year,  and  a  new  City  bond  issue 
for  the  South  End.  These  issues 
have  been  brought  up  by  SEPAC 
at  other  levels  of  the  City  ad- 
ministration, however. 

The  SEPAC  delegation  met  with 
Senator  Timilty  on  October  22. 
The  Senator  personally  appeared 
at  the  SEPAC  meeting  the  next 
day  to  deliver  his  written 
responses  to  SEPAC's  questions. 

What  follows  are  some 
highlights  of  Senator  Timilty's 
responses: 

Community  veto  power 
over  major  BRA  actions 
and  SEPAC's  1969 
Charter. 

Senator  Timilty  stated  that:  "I 
agree  to  the  provisions  of  the  1969 
Charter  including  the  veto  power 
over  the  selection  of  sponsors  and 
developers."  In  response  to  the 
follow-up  question  from  SEPAC 
representatives.  Timilty  replied 
that  he  would  be  willing  to  sup- 
port veto  language  in  a  signed  con- 
tract between  SEPAC  and  the 
BRA. 

Timilty  did  not  indicate, 
however,  whether  he  would  sup- 
port the  existing  contracts  before 
the  City  and  the  BRA  as  proposed 
by  SEPAC. 


BRA  Board 
appointments 

Regarding  the  BRA  Board, 
Senator  Timilty  stated, 

"I  am  committed  to  making  ap- 
pointments of  qualified  and  in- 
terested people  to  the  BRA  board, 
particularly  to  looking  for 
minorities  and  woman." 

Timilty  added. 

"I  would  make  an  effort  to  put 
people  on  the  board  who  repre- 
sent areas  of  the  City  where  urban 
renewal  is  going  on.  South  End. 
Fenway,  Charlestown,  etc. 
Naturally  the  project  area  com- 
mittees would  be  major  source 
from  which  I  would  expect  names 
to  be  recommended." 


CDBG  Priorities  Voted 
by  SEPAC 

Regarding  SEPAC's  1976 
priorities.  Senator  Timilty 
responded  that. 

"I  realize  that  the  Cathedral 
project  is  fast  becoming  one  of  the 
worst  in  Boston.  I  think  it  is  ad- 
mirable that  the  South  End  com- 
munity is  willing  to  put  half  of  its 
CDBG  money  into  trying  to  make 
the  project  livable.  If  a 
neighborhood  feels  that  its  public 
housing  problems  are  critical,  it 
should  be  able  to  allocate  a  larger 
share  of  its  funds  to  it." 

The  Senator  did  not  say, 
however,  whether  he  would  go 
beyond  the  "10%"  guidelines 
followed  by  the  City  in  1975.  Last 
year,  the  City  set  aside  10%  of  its 
CDBG  grant  for  public  housing. 
SEPAC  has  asked  that  any  CDBG 
funds  for  public  housing  in  the 
South  End  next  year  be  in  addi- 
tion to  this  10%  allocation,  so  that 
funds  to  Cathedral  do  not  mean 
less  money  to  other  housing  pro- 
jects in  the  City  that  otherwise 
would  have  received  funds. 

Completion  of  the  Urban 
Renewal  Plan 

Senator  Timilty  states  that  "I 
would  not  want  to  be  held  to 
every  facet  of  a  plan  that  was  es- 
tablished back  in  1965."  He  added 
that. 

"The  most  important  part  of  the 
project  deals  with  housing  —  sav- 
ing the  remaining  housing  stock 
and  trying  to  use  it  in  a  way  which 
will  allow  for  income  mixing  and 
for  low  and  moderate-income  peo- 
ple. The  SEPAC  has  worked  long 
and  hard  over  the  past  year  to 
document  its  housing  needs  and  it 
is  too  bad  that  the  effort  was 
largely  ignored  by  the  City  ad- 
ministration and  by  the  media,  I 
support  the  housing  goals  SEPAC 
has  articulated  and  would  work  as 
Mayor  to  assist  you  in  carrying 
them  out." 

Timilty's  statement  also  in- 
dicated he  would  "explore"  a  new 
City  bond  issue  to  pay  for  South 
End  public  improvements  such  as 
streets,  water  and  sewer  lines,  and 
new  sidewalks  promised  in  the 
Urban  Renewal  Plan. 


White  (Continued  from  p.  1) 


in  the  South  End.  Since  that  time. 
SEPAC  had  exercised  this  power 
sparingly,  and  the  BRA  Director 
had  respected  the  SEPAC  veto. 

On  last  luly  9.  however,  the  out- 
going SEPAC  vetoed  by  a  vote  of 
20-2  the  BRA's  recommendation  to 
name  a  single  developer  for  the 
Frankie  O'Day  block  on  Columbus 
Ave.  SEPAC  acted  so  that  the 
neighborhood  Tent  City  Task 
Force  would  have  time  to  come  up 
with  alternate  plans  for  low  and 
moderate  income  home  ownership 
for  the  block,  and  not  be  subject  to 
undue  pressure  from  the  BRA.  For 
the  first  time,  the  BRA  Director  ig- 
nored SEPAC's  veto,  and  the  BRA 
Board  voted  the  designation.  By  a 
vote  of  29  to  1,  the  newly-elected 
SEPAC  ratified  the  former  group's 
veto  at  its  first  meeting  later  in  \n- 

ly- 

At  the  luly  28  meeting,  the 
Mayor  declined  to  reaffirm 
SEPAC's  veto  power,  but  said  he 
would  seek  to  overturn  the  BRA's 
action  on  the  designation. 

The  BRA's  action  has  not  yet 
been  overturned.  However, 
further  BRA  action  is  being  held 
up  to  allow  the  Tent  City  Task 
Force  to  come  up  with  feasible 
alternate  plans. 

Arbitration 

To  avoid  similar  disputes  in  the 
future.  SEPAC  proposed  a  new 
contract  with  the  BRA  which 
would  bind  it  to  recognizing 
SEPAC's  veto  power  and  sought 
the  Mayor's  assistance  on  July  28 
in  formalizing  his  1969  commit- 
ment on  SEPAC's  veto.  Although 
the  Mayor  was  not  willing  to  sup- 
port a  veto  provision  in  a  new 
BRA-SEPAC  contract,  the  Mayor's 
Office  suggested  an  arbitration 
process.  By  this  method,  any  dis- 
pute between  SEPAC  and  the  BRA 
Director  would  be  brought  before 
the  Mayor  by  SEPAC  prior  to  BRA 
Board  action,  The  community 
could  then  hold  the  Mayor  accoun- 
table for  the  BRA's  action. 

In  a  letter  dated  October  31  to 
all  SEPAC  members,  the  Mayor 
wrote  to  "reaffirm  my  pledge  to 
act  as  arbitrator  on  those  issues 
between  SEPAC  and  the  Director 
of  the  BRA  where  the  established 
grievance  procedure  is  unable  to 


produce  a  mutually  agreeable 
course  of  action." 

So  far,  however.  BRA  Director 
Robert  Kenney  has  refused  to 
accept  a  role  by  the  Mayor  in  ar- 
bitrating disputes  which  would 
give  SEPAC  an  audience  with  the 
Mayor. 

Signed  contracts 
between  SEPAC  and  the 
BRA 

On  luly  28,  the  Mayor  said  that 
the  City  and  the  BRA  would  sign 
new  contracts  with  SEPAC  by  late 
August  spelling  out  the  basic 
relationships  between  City  Hall 
and  the  South  End  through  the 
elected  SEPAC. 

Although  the  contracts  are  not 
yet  signed,  the  Mayor's  letter  of 
October  31  says  "I  am  prepared  to 
sign"  the  proposed  contract 
between  SEPAC  and  the  City.  The 
City-SEPAC  contract  includes  a 
funding  arrangement  for  SEPAC 
through  the  City  Office  of  Com- 
munity Development,  rather  than 
through  the  BRA  as  in  the  past. 

The  proposed  BRA-SEPAC  con- 
tract involves  no  funding  but  deals 
only  with  the  basic  relationship 
between  the  South  End  and  the 
BRA,  making  sure  that  the  com- 
munity has  access  to  BRA  plans 
and  information  and  is  notified 
adequately  when  decisions  are  to 
be  made.  The  current  draft  con- 
tract includes  the  arbitration 
provision  suggested  by  the  Mayor. 
Mr.  Kenney's  objection  to  this 
suggestion  has  prevented  a  final 
agreement  since  August. 

The  Mayor's  letter  of  October 
31,  however,  states  that: 

"The  BRA  contract  is  close  to 
final  form,  and  I  expect  a  mutual- 
ly agreeable  document  very  soon. 
Because  the  BRA  is  an  indepen- 
dent Authority  created  by  a 
special  act  of  the  State  Legislature, 
my  relationship  to  them  is 
somewhat  different  than  to  a 
regular  operating  department.  This 
'independence.'  coupled  with  the 
enormous  pressures  on  my  time 
during  the  past  few  weeks,  has 
made  it  impossible  for  me  to  give 
this  issue  the  .  personal  attention 
that  it  obviously  requires." 


la  Catedral  (continuada  desde  p.  6) 


sido  hecho  hasla  ahora,  y  por  fin 
esta  siendo  usado  como  es- 
tacionamiento. 

Aproximadamente  uno  de  cada 
tres  sotanos  en  los  edificios 
alrededor  esta  abierto.  Atravez  de 
estas  ventanas  hay  una  altura  de  8 
pies  del  piso.  Esto  ademas  de  ser  un 
peligro  enorme  para  los  ninos  pe- 
quenos  ya  que  pueden  caerse.  tam- 
bien  ofrece  peligro  a  criminales, 
adiclos  a  drogas  y  otros  in- 
deseables. 

Adtcionalmente.  hay  pasadizos 
de  cuatro  pies  de  altura  que  conec- 
tan  ios  tubes  de  la  calefaccion  de  un 
partamiento  al  otro.  Durante  el 
recorrido  solo  uno  de  estos 
pazadizos  se  encontro  cerrado.  La 
Senora  Lopez  dice  que  gente  de 
afuera  qu  esta  envuelta  en  ac- 
tividades  criminales  y  que  llegan  a 
conocer  el  area  pueden  usarla  de 
escape  para  pasar  de  un  lado  a  otro 
del  proyecto  sin  ser  vistos.  Estos 
tuneles  corren  de  Monsignor 
Reynolds  Way  a  la  Calle  East 
Brookline. 


Violaciones  al  Codigo 

Los  sotanos  por  si  mismos  son  un 
ejemplo  de  violaciones  al  codigo  de 
salud.  seguridad  y  vivienda.  Uno  de 
los  sotanos  esta  Ueno  de  como  25 
envases  para  comida  de  los  usados 
por  las  defensa  civil  (35  lbs.  cada 
uno)'  y  la  misma  cantidad  de  ser- 
vicios  sanitarios  portatiles,  Ademas 
de  esto  hay  matreses,  camas. 
botellas  rotas,  lalas  de  comida 
podrida,  ropa  rota  y  otra  basura. 
Otro  sotano  en  otro  de  los  edificios 
estaba  igualmente  lleno  de  basura 
con  un  matre  acomodado  en  medio 
de  la  basura  y  en  una  silla  al  lado 
del  matre  habia  un  bracelete 
amariilo  brill  ante,  un  cepillo  de 
dientes  y  unas  cuantas  botellas. 

Varios  sotanos  tienen  neveras 
viejas  con  las  puertas  abiertas.  Otro 
cuarto  tenia  un  marco  de  ventana 
sin  cristales  la  cual  esta  a  nivel  con 
el  palio  y  esta  bajo  dos  o  tres  pies 
de  agua.  Cada  sotano  tiene  un  in- 
cinerador  de  basura  abandonado, 
repleto  de  basura  y  escombros. 
Ninguno  de  estos  cuartos  estaba 


cerrado.  Cada  sotano  tiene  cajas  de 
fusibles  no  aseguradas  con  con- 
mutadores  electricos  y  contadores 
de  agua.  La  mayor  parte  de  estos 
parece  que  ban  sido  alterados. 
Despues  de  una  hora  y  media  de  ex- 
ploracion  terminamos  el  recorrido 
por  los  sotanos  y  salimos  al  patio. 
Lista  de  Espera 

Los  lados  de  cada  estructura  ban 
sido  adornados  con  ventanas  con- 
denadas,  denotando  que  hay  apar- 
tamientos  vacios.  De  acuerdo  con 
BHA  Catedral  tiene  hasta  esta 
semana  90  apartamienlos 
desocupados. 

La  Senora  Rivera  explico  que  hay 
muchos  escuoteros  viviendo  en  es- 
tos  a  pa  rt  amientos,  presun- 
tantemente  desocupados.  "La  lisia 
de  espera  para  vivienda  publica  es 
Ian  larga,"  dijo  ella  "que  en  el  53  de 
la  State  Street,  Oficina  Central  de 
BHA,  ellos  le  dicen  a  la  genie  que 
no  hay  aparlamiento.  Asi  qu  lo  que 
hace  esta  gente  es  ir  al  proyecto, 
forzar  la  puertas  y  mudarse  ahi!" 
De  acuerdo  con  BHA  hay  una  lista 
de  espera  de  760  aplicaciones  para 
Catedral. 


Proyecto  Problema 

El  Senor  Gerald  Hickey  de  BHA 
considera  a  la  Catedral  segun  sus 
palabras,  "Uno  de  nuestros  6  o  8 
proyectos  problema."  "Yo  se,"  dice 
Hickey,  "que  lenemos  problemas 
en  Catedral  y  que  hemes  combiado 
la  gerencia  tralando  de  resolver  los 
problemas." 

Hickey  dice  que  "A  veces  el  per- 
sonal de  mantenimiento  no  hace  su 
trabajo  debidamente  y  anade  que 
BHA  "esta  siempre  haciendo 
remiendos  mientras  espera  por  los 
fondos  suficientes  para  trabajar." 

Hickey  dice  que  "desafor- 
tunadamenle  usar  los  fondos  dis- 
ponibles  para  reparaciones  pe- 
quenas  es  un  suicidio  economico"  y 
que  BHA  "esta  escasamente 
bregando  con  el  vandalismo." 

"Las  condiciones  en  la  Catedral 
no  son  las  tipicas  de  la  mayor  parte 
tie  los  57  proyectos  de  vivienda 
publica  en  la  ciudad"  de  acuerdo 
con  Hlckey. 

"Que  Catedral  no  les,  vivienda 
publica  en  Boston."  dice  el. 
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Community  Calendar        Calendano  de  Comunidad 


Tenants 

FH  A  Tenant  Workshops 

If  you  are  an  FHA  lenani  in  the  South  End.  hy  now  you  are  well  aware  of 
the  tremendous  crisis  in  FHA  housing.  If  you  feel  a  need  to  get  more  infor- 
mation on  what  is  behind  the  crisis  and  how  you  can  do  something  aDout  it, 
you  will  be  interested  in  these  three  workshops: 

Wednesday,  November  12  —  What  is  FHA  Housing? 

The  221D3  and  236  programs  and  how  they  work;  the  role  of  HUD,  the 
banks,  and  the  developers.  What  about  tenants'  rights  and  rent  control? 

Tuesday,  November  25  —  Organizing  FHA  Tenant 
Unions.  ,  ^  ■  cua 

How  do  we  go  about  organizing;  what  are  the  experiences  in  fHA 
developments  in  other  communities? 

Wednesday,  December  10  —  The  Crisis  in  FHA 
Housing.  ,  , 

Is  this  urban  renewal  all  over  again?  What  do  FHA  tenants,  do  about 
possible  rent  increases,  foreclosures,  resale  and  evictions? 

The  sessions  will  be  conducted  by  Emily  Achtenberg  and  by  people  from 
the  Tenants  First  Coalition,  a  coalition  of  FHA  Tenant  Unions,  Emily  is  on 
the  teaching  staff  of  the  Boston  Community  School  and  is  a  specialist  in 
housing  research  for  Urban  Planning  Aid.  She  has  co-authored  books  on 
FHA  housing,  tenants  rights,  and  rent  control  and  has  been  active  in  help- 
ing tenant's  groups  organize. 

Place:  United  South  End  Settlements 
20  Union  Park 

Time:  8:00  - 10:00 

Co-sponsored  by:  SEPAC 

Tenants  First  Coalition 
Boston  Community  School 

For  more  information  and  to  sign  up  for  the  course  call  SEPAC,  262-4318. 


Inquilinos 

Talleres  para  Inquilinos  de  la  FHA 

Si  usted  es  un  inquilino  de  la  FHA  en  el  South  End,  esta  consciente  de  la 
tremenda  crisis  en  la  FHA.  Si  siente  la  necesidad  de  obtenir  mas  informa- 
cion  sobre  la  causa  de  la  crisis  y  que  puede  usted  hacer,  estara  interesado 
en  estos  tres  talleres  de  discusion. 

12  de  noviembre  -iEn  que  consiste  la  vivienda  de  la 
FHA?  ,  , 

Los  programas  221D3  y  236  y  como  funcionan;  el  papel  desempenado  por 
la  HUD,  los  bancos,  y  los  planificadores,  i  Que  pasa  con  los  derechos  de 
los  inquilinos  y  control  de  rentas? 

25  de  noviembre  —  Organizando  sindicatos  de 
inquilinos. 

i  Que  debemos  hacer  para  organizarnos?  iCuales  son  las  experiencias  en 
la  organizacion  de  la  FHA  en  otras  eomunidades? 

10  de  deciembre  —  La  crisis  en  la  vivienda  de  la 
FHA.  ^      ,        .,.     J  1 

Es  esto  la  renovacion  urban  una  vez  mas?  Que  hacen  los  inquilinos  de  la 
FHA  sobre  la  posible  anulacion  del  derecho  de  redimir  una  hipoteca, 
sobre  posibles  reventas.  y  sobre  posibles  desahucios? 

Las  sesiones  seran  conducidas  por  Emily  Achtenberg  y  alguna  gente  de 
Tenants  First  Coalition,  una  coalicion  de  sindicatos  de  inquilinos  de  la 
FHA.  Emily  es  miembra  del  personal  de  ensenanza  de  Boston  Communitv 
School  y  es  especialista  en  la  invetigacion  de  viviendas  para  UFA.  Ella  co- 
autora  de  lihros  sobre  la  vivienda  de  la  FHA,  sobre  los  derechos  do  los  in- 
quilinos, y  sobre  el  control  de  rentas,  y  ha  eslado  activa  en  ayudar  grupos 
de  inquilinos  a  organizarse.  Coauspiciado  por: 

Lugar:  United  South  End  Selllemenis  ^EPAC 

20  Union  Park  Tenants  First  Coalition 

Boston  Community  School 

Hora:  8:00  -  10:00 

Para  mas  informacion,  y  para  inscribirse  en  el  curso,  favor  de  Uamar  al 
lelefono  —  262-4318  (SEPAC). 


Women 

Legal  Information  for  South  End  Women 


Mujeres 

Informacion-legal  para  mujeres  del  South  End 


How  Does  the  Law  Protect  You? 

How  Does  the  Law  Neglect  You? 
Thursday  Night  Legal  Educationals 
for  Women  who  have  questions  and 
concerns  about  yourselves,  your 
families,  and  your  friends: 

In  English  and  Spanish 

Women  and  Prisons 

October  30.  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 

United  South  End  Settlements 
48  Rutland  St.,  Boston 

Getl/ng  ond  Keeping  ]obs 
November  6,  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 
St.  Stephen's  Church 
419  Shawmut  Ave..  Boston 

Reproduclory  Conlroi 

November  13,  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 

Project  Place 

32  Rutland  St..  Boston 


Families:  Desertion,  Abuse,  and 
Custody 

November  20,  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 
SNAP 

554  Columbus  Ave..  Boston 

Consumer  Rights 
November  25  (Tues.),  7:00  -  9:00 

p.m. 

Casa  del  Sol 

10  Pembroke  St.,  Boston 

Prostitution 

December  4,  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 
South  End  Library  -  Corner 
Tremont+ 

Rutland  Sq.,  Boston 

Welfare  Rights 
December  11,  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 
20  Union  Park.  Boston 

Rape 

December  18,  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 
Bridge  Fund.  Inc. 
1855  Washington  St. 


Como  La  Ley  Te  Proteje? 
Como  La  Ley  Te  Abandona? 
fueves  —  Por  La  Noche  Discusiones 
Legales  Para  Mujeres  Que  Tengan 
Preguntas   Acerca   De  Ellas 
Mismas,  Su.  Familia.  O.  Amigos: 
En  Espanol  y  Ingles 
Mujeres  y  Carceles 
Octubre  30.  de  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 
48  Rutland  St..  Boston 

Obteniendo  y  Conservando 
Emp/eos 

Noviembre  6.  de  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 

St.  Stephen's  Church 

419  Shawmut  Ave.,  Boston 

Control  de  Iq  Reproducion 
Noviembre  13,  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 
Project  Place 
32  Rutland  St..  Boston 

FamiJias;  Abandona.  Abuso,  y 
Cuslodia 

Noviembre  20.  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 
SNAP 

554  Columbus  Ave..  Boston 


Derechos  del  Consumidor 

Martes,  Noviembre  25.  7:00  - 
9:00  p.m. 

Casa  del  Sol 

10  Pembroke  St..  Boston 

Prostitucion 

Diciembre  4.  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 
Libreria  Publica  -  Esquina  Tre- 
mont  y 

Rutland  Sq..  Boston 

Derechos  del  Bieneslor  Pubiica 
Welfare) 

Diciembre  11.  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 
20  Union  Park,  Boston 

Vhvaie  (Violaccion) 
Diciembre  18,  7:00  -  9:00  p.m. 
Bridge  Fund.  Inc. 
1855  Washington  St.,  Boston 

Patrocinado  Por  El  Recurso  de  Cada 
Mujer  y  Women's  Caucus,  Lawyer's 
Guild  of  Boston. 

Para  mas  informacion:  Llame  al 
266-7480  0  262-1089. 


Transportation 


Homeowners 

Are  you  having  trouble  getting 
financing  for  home  im- 
provements? Has  your  property 
been  reassessed?  The  SEPAC 
Homeowners  Committee  wants 
this  information  in  order  to 
recommend  action  through 
SEPAC.  Please  send  the  follow- 
ing information  to:  SEPAC 
(South  End  Project  Area  Com- 
raittee),  374  Columbus  Avenue, 
Boston,  Mass.  02116;  or  call:  262- 
4318  or  4319. 

Name   

Address   

Telephone  #   

Best  Time  to  Contact: 

Check  one  (  )  I  am  having 
trouble  getting  financing 

(    )  My  property  has 
been  reassessed. 


Southwest  Meeting 

The  Southwest  Corridor  Coor- 
dinator wilt  be  meeting  on 
November  6th,  7:30  pm  at  the 
Mackey  School,  with  people 
from  the  South  End,  Back  Bay 
and  the  Fenway  who  are  in- 
terested in  Southwest  Corridor 
Transportation  improvements. 
To  be  discussed  are  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  Orange  Line,  the 
South  Cove  Tunnel.  Back  Bay 
Station  and  an  arterial  street  in 
Lower  Roxbury,  For  further  in- 
formation call  522-6071. 

Street  Direction 
Changes 

The  future  of  experimental 
street  direction  change  in  the 
South  End  will  be  discussed  dur- 
ing two  meetings  on  November 
17th.  at  20  Union  Park  and 


November  18th,  at  Union 
Methodist  Church.  People  in- 
terested in  Shawmut  Ave..  West 
Dedham  Street  and  all  streets  to 
the  north  of  it  should  attend  on 
the  17th  at  7:30.  People  interested 
in  streets  from  West  Newton 
south  should  come  on  the  18th  at 
7:30. 

The  purpose  of  these  meetings 
is  to  enable  the  South  End  Com- 
mittee on  Transportation  to  make 
recommendations  to  the  City  of 
Boston  regarding  permanent 
direction  changes.  The  City  must 
hold  its  own  public  hearings 
before  making  any  permanent 
changes.  For  further  information 
call  the  Little  City  Hall.  267-4010. 

For  further  information  call 
Ellen  Gordon  at  522-6071  or  536- 
9782. 


Bfackstone  School 
la  Escuela  Blackstone 


The  next  meeting  of  the 
Blackstone  Square  Community 
School  Council: 

La  proxima  reunion  del  con- 
sejo  de  la  Escuela  de  la 
Comunidad  "Blackstone" 

Time:  7:30  pm 
Hora:  7:30  pm 

Location:  Blackstone  School 
Sitio:  Blackstone  School 

Dale:  November  11, 1975  —  Tues- 
day 

Fecha:  11  de  noviembre  1975  — 
marles 


GOVERNMENT  DOCUMENTS 
DEPARTMENT 

South  End  Project  Area  Ci0*fft*Mttl6BC  library 
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Special  summer  parks  -  open  space  news 
Grass  Roots  Effort  Takes  Seed 


Peters  Park 


An  exceptional  summer  of  parks 
recreation,  festivals  and  communi- 
ty gardening  appears  to  be  in  the 
works  for  the  South  End,  thanks  to  a 
variety  of  grass  roots  efforts  spear- 
headed by  SEPAC.  Rep.  Mel  King, 
and  many  others.  A  special  summer 
supplement  and  fold-out  Communi- 
ty Calendar  in  this  issue  of  the 
Newsletter  reports  on  several  of  : 
them. 

They  include: 

More  than  1000  truckloads  of  top- 
soil  for  South  End  open  space 
development  and  community  gar- 
dening, donated  by  the  Metropoli- 
Uin  District  Commission  [MDCl  and 
transported  by  the  National  Guard, 
appears  to  be  scheduled  for  the 
South  End.  Along  with  compost 
manure  from  Suffolk  Downs, 
vegetables  from  Haymarkel  and 
land  from  the  BRA,  the  gardening 
project  has  been  organized  by 
Representative  Mel  King,  with  the 
t^ssistance  of  Lower  Roxl)ury 
SEPAC  Representative  Charlotte 
Kahn.  SEPAC  and  many  others. 

A  City-wide  West  Indian  cultural 
festival  during  June  organized  in 
targe  part  by  At-l,arge  SEPAC 
representative  Marlene  Stephens 
and  sponsored  by  the  City  Office  of 
Cultural  Affairs. 

A  commitment  of  15  maintenance 


workers  for  South  End  parks,  a 
dramatic  increase  over  the  6 
originally  planned  by  the  City  Parks 
Department.  The  extra  workers, 
who  will  also  staff  three  large  new 
BRA-built  parks  (Peters.  Derby  and 
Sparrow),  were  promised  by  Parks 
Commissioner  Peter  Meade  after 
rommunitv  pressure  led  bv  Parcel 
19  SEPAC  representative  Pat  Quin- 
lana.  SEPAC  staffer  Betsy  Dietel, 
the  South  End  Parks  Committee, 
and  many  community  residents. 

Parks  and  recreation  job 
openings  for  South  End  residents, 
including  training,  have  also  been 
pledged  by  City  representatives  in 
resjionse  to  community  requests. 
The  job  openings  include  seven 
Recreational  Supervisors  {one  for 
each  of  seven  parks),  at  least  two 
workers  for  each  [lark,  [jool  super- 
visors anci  bffgnards  and  five  uf  ihe 
fifteen  maintenance  workers. 
SEPAC  is  working  with  local  agen- 
cies to  recruit  and  refer  South 
Enders  for  these  jobs. 

A  Summer  Open  Space  and 
festival  program  proposed  by 
SEPAC  has  been  approved  by  the 
State  Manpower  Office  Local 
Initiative  Program  (MLIP).  One  of 
30,  selected  from  500  applications 
statewide.  theSEPAC  program,  will 
conf.  pg.  io 


AL  AIRE  LIBRE-NOTICIAS  DE  ACTIVIDADES 

^s\\ieTzo  de  la  Communidad  daFruto 


Esta  tomando  forma  en  la  comunidad  del  South  End  un  ecepcional 
programa  de  verano  para  parques,  recreacion,  festivales  \'  hortalizas. 
gracias  a  un  esfuerzo  de  la  comunidad  encabezadn  por  SEPAC,  Rep.  Mel 
King,  y  muchos  otros.  Esta  edicion  incluye.  en  la  pagina  del  medio,  un 
suplemento  especial  que  reporta  sobre  el  programa  de  verano. 

El  PROGRAMA  INCLUYE 

Mas  de  1000  camiones  de  tierra  abonada  para  el  South  End,  para 
desarrollar  terrenes  baldios  y  construir  hortalizas  y  jardines  comunales. 

La  tierra  sera  un  donativo  de  la  Comisi^n  del  Distrito  Melropolitano 
(MDC),  y  ser^  transportada  por  la  Guardia  Nacional.  Segiln  parece,  se 
cumplira  el  horario  para  el  South  End.  Junto  a  esto.  vendra  estiercol  de 
Suffolk  Downs,  Vegetales  de  Haymarket  y  se  usafan  lerrenos  del  BRA.  El 
proyecto  de  jardineria  ha  sido  organizado  por  del  Representanle  Mel 
King,  con  la  ayuda  de  la  representanle  de  SEPAC  del  bajo  Roxhury, 
Charlotte  Kahn,  de  SEPAC,  y  rnuchos  otros. 

Un  festival  cultural  de  las  Indias  Occidentales  durante  el  mes  de  junio. 
El  festival  ha  sido  organizado  principalmente  por  Marlene  Stephens, 
representante  de  SEPAC  y  patrocinado  por  la  oficina  del  alcalde  para 
asuntos  culturales. 

Un  compromiso  de  emplear  15  trabajadores  de  mantenimiento'para  los 
parques  del  South  End.  Esto  es  un  aumento  dramatico  sobre  los  6  que  el 
departamiento  de  parques  proyectaba  colocar  en  el  vecindario.  Los 


trabajadores,  que  se  ocuparan  de  los  tres  parques  nuevos  construidas  pnr 
el  BRA  (Peters.  Sparrow  y  Derby)  fueron  comprometidos  por  el  i:om- 
isionado  de  parques  Peter  Meade,  despues  que  la  comunidafi  presiono  al 
comisionado  y  a  la  alcaldia,  bajo  la  direccidn  de  Pat  Quinlana.  re[>r(!sen- 
tante  de  SEPAC  de  la  parcela  19.  el  Comit^  de  Parques  del  South  End.  y  de 
Betsy  Dietel  del  personal  de  SEPAC. 

Trabajos  de  parque  y  recreacion  para  el  South  End.  Este  programa,  in- 
cluye entrenamiento  para  los  trabajadores.  Los  empleos  incluyen  7  super- 
visores  de  recreo  (uno  para  cada  uno  de  los  siele  parcpies)  por  lo  menos 
dos  trabajadores  para  cada  parque  y  supervisores  y  guardavidas  para  las 
piscinas  y  otros.  Se  solicitan  a  personas  hispanas.  negras  y  asialicas. 

Un  programa  de  festivales  y  actividades  al  aire  libre  propuesto  por 
SEPAC.  Este  ha  sido  aprobado  por  la  Oficina  Eslatal  de  la  Fuerza  Laboral 
(MLIP).  Uno  de  treinta  propueslas  seleccionada  de  mas  de  500,  el 
programa  de  SEPAC  dar4  empleo  y  entrenamiento  a  residenles  para  dis- 
tribuir  los  1000  camiones  de  tierra  y  organizar  hortalizas  y  lalleres. 
organizar  festivales  multiculturales  en  los  parques  nuevos  y  para  pinlar 
morales  disenados  por  artistas  locales  desempleados. 

Un  programa  de  arte,  artesania  y  teatro  para  ninos  y  para  ancianos 
auspiciado  por  residentes  del  vecindario  Cosmopolitano.  Esto  le  dara  en- 
trenamiento y  empleo  a  los  ancianos  del  area  y  converlira  el  solar  vacio  y 
el  escenario  abandonado  de  la  calle  Braddnck  en  algii  I'ltil  para  la  cnrn- 
cont.  p.  .l.-i   


INSIDE: 


...Community  Calendar      pp.  8-9    ...Rent  Control      p.  3     ...Orange  Line  Hearing      p.  5 


ADENTRO  (en  espanol):  ...CalandarioComunal     pp.8-9    ...Empleos-TWWA  p.14 
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NEIGHBORHOOD  NOTES 

Among  Ihuse  resolutions  recenlly  passed  by  Ihe  Snulh  End  Project 
Area  Committee  are  these  expressions  of  support  — 
SEPAC  Resolves: 

—  To  support  Fair-Share,  a  slate-wide  organization,  working  for 
economic  justice,  in  its  campaigns  on  Fair  Share  electric  rates 

—  To  commend  Luz  Cuadrado  for  her  leadership  and  exceptional 
work  in  the  community,  especially  noting  her  work  as  a  SEPAC 
member  1973-4,  Moderator,  1974-5;  Member  of  SEP  AC'S  special 
Housing  Committee;  honored  by  YWCA  on  its  110th  anniversary  as 
Woman  '76:  and  Director,  IBA. 

—  To  give  its  full  support  to  Urban  Planning  Aid  (UP A)  in  its  ac- 
tivities and  efforts  to  obtain  continued  Community  Services  Ad- 
ministration funding. 

—  To  commend  Charlotte  Kahn,  the  dreamer  and  hard-worker  for 
the  Open-Space  Gardening  Proposal. 

City  Council  Urgent  Needs 

SEPAC  Victory:  No  Demolition  for  Tent  City  Site 

The  Cily  Council  has  passed  Ihe  BRA  (Boslon  Redevelopment 
Authorily)  UrgenI  Needs  application  for  197fi  Urhan  Renewal  Funding. 
The  funds  will  be  used  for  siret:!  nnd  water  improvements  (see  Spring 
Issue  of  SEPAC  Newslelter).  In  response  lo  pressure  from  SEPAC.  Ihe 
Council  amended  Ihe  BRA's  application  to  drop  Ihe  demolilion  of 
liuildings  on  Dartmouth  Streel  near  the  corner  of  Columbus  Ave.  The 
TenI  Cily  Task  Force  has  recommended  the  buildings  i)e  fixed  up  rather 
(han  torn  down  to  clear  more  land  for  high-rise,  luxury  development. 


USES 


The  United  South  End  Settlements  Board  of  Directors  voted  to  sell 
Union  P;irk  to  Halfway  Houses.  Inc.  to  be  used  as  a  half-way  house  for 
ex-offenders,  similar  to  Brook  House  in  the  Ellis  Neighborhood. 
Halfway  Houses,  Inc.  withdrew  its  proposal  due  to  strong  opposition, 
primarily  from  Union  Park  residents.  Another  proposal,  lo  create  'a 
sliding-scale  legal  clinic,  received  mixed  neighborhood  reaction.  That 
proposal  was  later  withdrawn  due  to  lack  of  financing.  Both  proposals 
would  have  preserved  some  community  space. 

USES  organized  a  public  Hearing.  Monday.  May  20  at  2n  Union  Park, 
attended  by  Union  Park  and  community-wide  South  Enders.  Although 
some  South  Enders  were  present  to  support  the  Halfway  Houses  Inc. 
proposal.  Ken  Brown,  Ex,  Director  of  USES  announced  that  the 
proposal  had  been  withdrawn. 

Phil  Bradley  spoke  from  SEPAC  and  reported  that  the  BRA  had 
offered  to  acquire  the  buildings  and  SEPAC  was  willing  lo  consider  this 
as  an  alternative  to  make  possible  community-oriented  uses  such  as 
elderly  housing.  Bill  Willier  presented  the  legal  clinic  proposal  to  a 
mixed  reaction  from  the  Union  Street  residents.  As  we  went  to  press, 
the  USES  Board  was  considering  the  BRA's  purchase  of  Ihe  buildings 
with  restricted  use. 

Correction:  In  the  last  issue  of  the  SEPAC  Newsletter,  il  was  reported 
the  Sprogis  Realty  was  to  receive  $6,800  for  sale  of  the  buildings  to 
Halfw,iy  Houses,  Inc.  According  to  "Doe"  Sprogis,  the  fee  was  to  he 
split  ,50-50  with  the  Rondeau  Realty  Co.  for  its  assistance  with  the 
proposal. 
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EDITORIAL  POLICY 

The  SEPAC  Newsletter  will  be  published  every  month  under  the 
terms  of  Ihe  recent  contract  between  SEPAC  and  the  City. 

SEPAC  is  expanding  the  scope  of  subject  matter  covered  in  the 
Newsletter  and  increasing  the  number  of  contributions  to  belter  service 
the  South  End  community.  Please  contact  Elizabeth  Rice,  Newsletter 
Editor,  at  the  SEPAC  office  if  you  have  ideas,  photos,  drawings, 
suggestions,  news,  or  time  to  offer  an  expanded  community  newspaper. 

Editorial  supervision  rests  with  the  SEPAC  staff  and  Executive  Com- 
mittee under  guidelines  adapted  by  SEPAC.  All  articles  are  subject  to 
Executive  Committee  Review. 


SEPAC  OPEN  SPACE  SUMMER 
JOBS  AVAILABLE 

Eleven  jobs  are  available  for  unemployed  South  Enders  in  SEPAC's 
Summer  Open  Space  Program.  The  program,  one  of  thirty  picked  by  the 
State  Manpower  Services  Council  from  500  applications  statewide,  will 
include: 

festivals,  fairs,  and  farmers  markets 

distribution  of  1000  trucks  of  toosoil  to  vacant  open  space 

creation  of  two  outdoor  wall  murals 

pool  supervision  in  Cathedral  Housing  Project 

Job  Openings  are:  Director 

Assistant/Secretary 
Two  Park  Program  Managers 
Two  Cultural  Festival  Coordinators 
'  Two  Neighborhood   Out  Reach  Workers  for 
Gardening  &  Open  Space  Projects 
Two  artists  for  outdoor  wall  murals 
One  pool  supervisor/life  guard  for  Cathedral 
Housing  Project. 

SEPAC  is  looking  for  people  with  skills  or  experience  in  these  areas, 
particularly  in  agriculture,  carpentry,  organizing,  and  wall  murals. 
Staff  will  receive  training  in  these  areas  through  skills  sharing  and 
workshops  with  co-workers  and  neighborhood  people. 

Jobs  will  last  4-6  months  beginning  June  28.  Salaries  are  $190,  director 
and  $150  for  other  workers.  Appiiconts  must  be  CETA  eligible,  which 
(generally  speaking)  means  unemployed  for  30  days  or  more.  Resumes 
shouild  be  dropped  of/  at  SEpAC's  Summer  Office.  20  Union  Park,  by 
June  21  at  the  latest.  Call  262-4318. 

SEPAC   has   several  housing  specialist  posi- 
tions for  summer  staff  jobs.  Call  262-4318  to 
inquire. 


The  State  ManPower  Services  Council  has  also  funded  a  neighborhood 
improvement  program  in  the  Cosmopolitan  Neighborhood.  Among  the 
30  programs  approved  for  the  Massachusetts  Local  Initiative  Program, 
the  project  will  run  for  some  twenty  weeks. 

Opportunity  for  employment  in  the  project  exists  for  South  End 
residents  who  have  skills  in: 

crafts 

arts 

music 

theater 

dance 

and  who  are  willing  to  do  some  hand,  sweaty  work  restoring  a  vacant  lot 
in  the  neighborhood. 

The  project  will,  after  the  site  is  prepared,  work  with  young  people 
ages  6-12  and  with  the  elderly  in  an  inter-generational  program.  Staff 
people  will  plan  programs,  work  with  individuals  and  groups  of  young 
and  old,  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  skills.  If  you  have  a  skill  not 
listed  above  but  which  you  feel  would  fit  in  the  program,  please  apply. 
Drop  off  your  resume  at  the  SEPAC  summer  office,  20  Unoin  Park,  c/o 
Neill  McGhee  if  you  ore  CETA  eligible,  which  (generally  speaking) 
means  unemployed  for  30  days  or  more.  There  are  five  jobs  available  at 
$145  per  week  for  20  weeks.  


PROJECT  PLACE 

Has  one  opening  for  a  full-time  ambulance  attendanl  slarlinK  lulv  1. 
1976.  If  you  are  interested,  call  262-3740,  ext.  35  or  37  for  an  interview 
and  ask  for  Leafy.  Donna,  or  Trecia. 


Food-Coop 

The  South  End  Nutrition  Education  Foundiilifm  is  openinjj  its  store 
front  food  coop  soon  on  Harrison  Ave.  Save  up  lo  2(1".  on  your  food  hill 
huyinp  food  at  wholesale  prices  with  a  107<  markup.  We  will  sell  meiil. 
cheese,  produce,  dairy  products,  breads  [all  kinds),  can  goods,  pel  food, 
household  cleaning  articles  and  whatever  else  you.  the  members  want, 
SENEF  members  own,  control  and  run  Ihe  store. 

Membership  fees  are  $5  per  person  or  family  and  2Vl'  work  hours  per 
month  are  required  of  each  adull  family  member  (over  18), 

The  more  help  we  gel,  the  sooner  we  can  open  the  slore.  We  need  500 
charter  members  to  give  $25  interest  free  loans  redeemable  in  food  and 
we  need  people  to  work.  All  work  time  accumulates  toward  fulure  work 
hours,  For  further  information  come  to  ihe  Harriet  Tubman  House  [une 
15th  at  7:30  for  a  SENEF  meeting. 

Contact  the  South  End  Little  City  Halt  for  more  information. 


Will  SNAP  Snap  Back? 

The  South  End  Neighborhood  Program  (SNAP)  is  enduring  a  serious 
financial  crunch,  laying  off  37  out  of  86  staff  people  from  the  end  of  May 
through  the  end  of  August.  An  emergency  meeting  at  the  downtown  of- 
fices of  ABCD  (Action  for  Boston  Community  Development),  SNAP'S 
parent  anti-poverty  agency,  was  held  to  explore  the  roots  of  the  crisis 
and  lo  reduce  the  number  of  lay-offs.  SNAP  Board  Members,  Doris 
Bunte  and  Mel  King  led  the  South  End  delegation  at  the  ABCD  meeting. 
As  of  press  time,  continued  meetings  are  underway  toward  solving  the 
fiscal  crisis.  Bob  Coard,  ABCD  Director  agreed  to  follow  up  on  a  sugges- 
tion by  Michael  Kane,  SEPAC  Administrator,  to  gel  renewed  BRA  fund- 
ing for  relocation  services  provided  by  SNAP  as  required  in  the  South 
End  Urban  Renewal  Plan.  The  BRA  cut  off  relocation  funds  August, 
1975,  contributing  to  SNAP'S  financial  crunch. 
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Boston  Landlords  Win  —  Tenants  Lose 

RENTS:  OUT  OF  CONTROLl 

Mayor  White  Opposes  Rent  Control 

by  Mollis  Young 
AULarge,  SEPAC  Rep. 


Rent  control  in  Boston  has  been 
lost  to  "Vacancy  De-Control." 
When  Boston  apartments  were 
"rent-controlled."  tenants  were 
assured  that  their  rents  would  not 
be  raised  without  careful  review  by 
the  Rent-Control  Review  Board, 
forcing  landlords  to  justify  the  in- 
crease. Now,  where  an  apartment 
formerly  under  rent  control 
became  empty  on  January  1.  1976, 
or  the  tenant  moves  out  after  that 
dale,  that  apartment  is  no  longer 
under  rent  control. 

Why  does  it  motler  ivhelher  an 
apartment  is  under  rent  conlroi? 
For    tenants   in  controlled 


or  nol  to  re-extend  the  state-wide 
enabling  legislation. 

Importance  to  Tenants 

This  state-wide  rent  control  law 
is  important  to  tenants  because  of 
its  specific  provisions  about  what 
reasons  may  justify  evicting  a  te- 
nant and  in  its  procedures  and  for- 
mula for  determining  what  rent  in- 
creases may  be  allowed.  Landlords, 
however,  argued  that  these  specific 
procedures  had  a  discouraging 
effect  on  the  creation  of  new  or 
rehabilitated  housing.  Further, 
landlords  argued  that  rent  control, 
as  it  existed  under  the  state-wide 
law,  imposed  too  many  re- 
quirements on  landlords,  thereby 
encouraging  them  to  maintain  their 
units  poorly  or  even  abandon  them 
altogether. 


FHA  Tenants  Picket  Mayor  White 


apartments  in  Boston,  Rent  Control 
meant  that  tenants  could  not  be 
evicted  without  a  good  reason,  and 
that  rent  increases  had  to  be 
justified  and  allowed  by  the  Rent 
Board.  These  provisions  continue 
unless  the  apartment  is  vacated  on 
or  after  January  1.  1976. 

Dramatic  Losses 
There  have  been  some  dramatic 
losses  in  (he  statewide  political 
strength  tenants  had  in  the  1970s 
due  to  the  strong  opposition  to  rent 
control  mounted  by  landlords.  At 
the  end  of  1974,  the  state-wide  law 
referred  lo  as  "Chapter  842,"  which 
enabled  local  communities  to  adopt 
rent  control,  ran  out  and  was  ex- 
tended for  one  year  only.  This 
meant  thai  in  a  non-election  year, 
1975.  legislators  at  the  State  House 
a^ain  would  have  to  vole  whether 


Peter  CMncione 


Chapter  842  (and  its  specific 
provisions]  was  adopted  for  Boston 
by  the  City  Council  and  went  into 
effect  Janaury  1,  1973.  Rent  control 
covered  apartments  except  public 
and  federally  subsidized  housing, 
apartments  constructed  or  substan- 
tially rehabilitated  after  January  1, 
1969.  and  apartments  in  2  or  3  unit 
buildings  where  Ihe  owner  resided. 

Landlords  who  opposed  rent  con- 
trol began  a  2  front  campaign:  to  kill 
the  state-wide  act,  Chapter  842.  and 
lo  encourage  the  Boston  Cily  Coun- 
cil to  make  any  rent  control  under 
ihe  special  act  as  weak  as  possible. 
Tenants,  of  course,  sought  to  keep 
strong  state-wide  rent  control  in 
effect  and  to  have  il  adopted  for 
Boston  by  the  City  Council,  With 
the  1  year  extension  of  Chapter  842 
in  1974,  the  battle  ground  was  set 


for  1975.  A  number  of  bills  propos- 
ing rent  control  in  various  forms 
were  submitted  to  the  Legislature 
in  January,  1975.  ' 

During  those  months,  of  course, 
vigorous  lobbying  was  done  by  both 
landlords  and  tenants.  SEPAC 
voted  to  support  a  strong  state-wide 
rent  control  law  and  also  voted  in 
favor  of  extending  the  coverage  to 
include  FHA  housing  (such  as  the 
221  d  3  &  236  housing  in  the  South 
End).  By  the  fall  it  became  fairly 
clear  that  strong  opposition  to  a 
state'wide  enabling  act  for  rent 
control  came  from  2  very  powerful 
members  of  the^enate  —  President 
Kevin  Harrington  (from  Salem)  and 
Senate  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means,  ]ames  Kelly  (of  Oxford). 
Kelly  made  it  very  clear  that  if  a 
state-wide  rent  control  bill  was 
passed  by  the  members  of  the 
House,  it  would  never  be  passed  by 
the  Senate. 

FHA  Rent  Controls 
Al  Ihe  same  time  Boston  also  con- 
Irolle'tl  rents  and  evictions  in 
a  [1  a  r  I  m  f  n  I  s  c o  n  s  I  r u  c  I  e d  or 
rehahililciled  wilh  federal  funtl.s 
(such  ,is  Ihe  22\  d  3  and  23fi 
proyrams)  liel'ore  1972  under  a 
special  iici  [)asse(l  Iiy  Ihe  slate 
legi.slatiiii!  lu  allow  renl  control  in 
the  City  of  Boston.  This  special  act 
does  nol  have  Ihe  specific 
provisions  found  in  Chapter  842. 
Therefore,  the  City  Council  has 
much  more  power  lo  determine 
(under  the  authority  of  the  special 
act)  just  what  rent  control  will  be  in 
Boston. 

A  bill  much  like  Chapter  842  even- 
tually passed  the  House  but  was 
locked  up  in  Kelly's  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  without  the 
necessary  2/3  support  in  the  Senate 
lo  force  the  bill  out  for  a  vote.  Wilh 
1975  and  Chapter  842  running  out, 
Kelly  and  Harrington  agreed  to  an 
extension  of  Chapter  842  so  that 
those  cities  which  had  842  in  effect 
but  no  other  authority  for  con- 
trolling rents  and  evictions  (such  as 
Boston  had  wilh  its  special  act) 
could  bring  in  bills  before  842 
lapsed,  asking  that  iheir  cities  be 
given  such  special  authority.  (These 
special  acts  are  often  referred  to  as 
Home  Rule  Petitions.)  By  March  31. 
1976,  special  acts  authorizing  local 
control  over  rents  and  evictions 
were  passed  for  Cambridge  and 


They  Climb 
Mountains 
Don't  They? 

It  has  been  more  than  a  year 
since  the  creation  of  the 
METHUNION  TENANTS' 
COUNCIL.  The  fighl  has  been 
long  and  hard;  we  have  fought 
from  Boston  to  Washington,  D.C. 
After  many  meetings,  speakers, 
letters  and  more  meetings,  it  is 
now  over.  The  tenants  of  Methu- 
nion  should  feel  proud  of  a  job 
well  done.  Good  luck  in  the 
future. 

If  you  think  the  fight  is  over, 
you  must  have  your  head  in  Ihe 
sand.  Sure  a  fighl  is  over,  Ihe 
fight  to  be  knowledgeable,  to  be 
involved,  to  be  out  front.  The 
only  thing  that's  over  is  Ihe  first 
step  in  a  conlinuovis  process  of 
learning.  1 1  would,  indeed,  he 
wasteful  lo  nol  use  our  newly 
acquired  know Icdj^e, 

F.very  day  I  see  lenanis  relum- 
ing home  from  work  and  closing 
Ih''  doors  lo  Iheir  apartmenl.s  and 
aic  i.orilcnl  wilhln.  When  1  meel 
,1  lenaiil  in  the  hallway  or 
\'e,sli!nili',  \\  (■  sMi'.ik  anf!  iH'fori'  a 


the  tenant 
must  gel 
must  inlerj 


to 


y,  "I'm  lire 
afjarlnienl 


legin, 
red,  I 


[■('  and  now, 
everyime  is  lired.  Mcvl  mmnin)^ 
the  tenant  j^cls  lo  work  on  lime 
hut  can't  spend  thirty  niii.ulv.s 
vv  t)  r  k  i  n  g  out  a  plan  I  o  s  a  •.'  e 
Melhunion.  METHUNION  HAS 
NOT  BEEN  SAVED. 

Ray  Diggs.  Chairman 
Management  and 
Security  Committee 
(Reprint,  Melhunion 
Newsletter,  published 
by  Ihe  Melhunion 
Tenants'  Council] 


Somerville  (Boston  and  Brookline 
already  had  such  special  legisla- 
tion) and  slate-wide  rent  control 
died.     Back  at  City  Hall 

Meanwhile,  back  at  Cily  Hall,  the 
battle  continued  on  the  second 
front.  Late  in  1975  Mayor  While 
submitted  a  proposed  rent  control 
ordinance  for  the  City  Council  to 
enact  under  its  special  act  aulhori- 
ly.  There  was,  of  course,  no  ab- 
solute assurance  at  that  time  that 
conl.  p- 12 


F.H.A.  Tenant  News 


by  Bob  Terrell 
&  Mauricio  Gaston 

Al  present  there  are  24  F.H.A. 
projects  in  the  South  End,  almost  all 
of  which  are  in  serious  financial 
trouble.  Originally  this  housing  was 
intended  for  those  South  End 
residents  who  were  dislocated  by 
Ihe  Urban  Renewal  Plan.  Now 
these  same  people  are  faced  with 
poorly  constructed  housing,  rent  in- 
creases, poor  management  and 
possibly  face  foreclosure  and  evic- 
tion. 

SEPAC  has  given  the  FHA  hous- 
ing crisis  top  priority  in  its  plans  for 
the  next  year  and  will  be  conduct- 
ing a  summer  campaign  ending 
with  a  F.H.A,  tenants'  conference  in 
September.  


Castle  Square  —  Myra  McAdoo 
and  Anna  Wong,  SEPAC  Represen- 
tatives, District  5,  called  a  meeting 
of  Castle  Square  Tenants  Tuesday 
evening.  May  18.  The  purpose  of 
the  meeting  was  to  make  plans  to 
deal  with  an  unexpected  and 
possibly  illegal  rent  increase. 
Chaired  by  Anna  Wong,  Ihe 
bilingual  meeting  was  attended  by 
more  than  60  tenants. 

Melhunion  —  Tenants  await  an  of- 
ficial response  lo  Ihe  financial  work 
out  proposal,  submitted  to  the 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  (H.U.D.|  June  19. 
1975.  HUD  is  suggesting  cooperative 
housing  as  a  solution:  Methunion 
tenants  will  consider  this  option 
after  receiving  an  official  response 
from  HUD.   


Rutland  Housing  —  The  tenants 
al  Rutland  Housing  are  right  now 
facing  a  wave  of  eviction  notices 
sent  out  by  the  management,  Te- 
nant Services,  Inc.,  and  approved 
by  the  Renl  Board  without  notifying 
the  tenants  of  their  right  to  a  hear- 
ing. 

Some  tenants  had  their  cases 
dropped  after  visiting  the  Renl 
Board  and  Ihe  Management  Office 
wilh  all  Iheir  receipts  and  demand- 
ing an  explanation.  Other  eviction 
cases  are  still  scheduled  to  be 
heard  in  housing  court. 

The  tenants  have  collecled 
signatures  and  mailed  a  letter  to  the 
Housing  Inspection  Department 
requesting  a  complete  inspection 
(called  "Coding")   to  certify  Ihe 

tT,:inv  viri|.'li..nQ  whjrh  PI'''  R^fife 


the  letter  had  been  sent  to  the 
H.U.D.,  Ihe  management  began  lo 
make  necessary  repairs.  For 
months,  the  tenants  had  requested 
a  complete  extermination  of  insects 
and  rodents.  During  the  week  of 
May  17th,  the  exterminators  started 
visiting  some  appointments.  Some 
tenants  have  been  promised  that 
Iheir  door  bells  will  soon  be 
repaired.  "We  are  getting  some 
results."  commented  one  West  Con- 
cord Street  tenant,  "and  we'll  keep 
working  until  we  get  the  serious 
problems  dealt  wilh." 


SEPAC  invites  news  from  other 
FHA  tenants.  Cbniact  Bob  Terrell 
'or  Maurice  Cast  on.  SEPAC 
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New  South  End  Developments  Take  Applicants 

Rent  Ups  Show  Need  for  Low  Rent  Housing 


by  Anne  Kerrey 
Soulh  End  rent-ups  of  Concord  Homes.  Viviendas  la  Victoria,  and  the 
Franklin  Square  House  point  again  to  the  need  for  low  and  moderate 
housing  in  our  neighborhood.  Mnnii^Jcrs  of  Cnnt;ord  Homes  and 

V'iviendiis    rcpnri    t  h  ii  I    hiiye  ntimlters  i)[  tnw  inrnmp  Soulh  End 
ftimilii's  liavo  sitjndd  u[>  waiting  Hsls  for  Ihc  new  housing. 
Concord  Homes  is  one  of  three  low  and  moderate  income  housing 
development  due  to  be  completed  and  rented-up  in  the  SOuth  End  in 
1975-76. 

Viviendas  la  Victoria,  the  Emergence  Tenants  Council's  (Inquilinos 
Boricuas  en  Acclon)  family  housing  development  of  181  units  is 
scheduled  for  completion  in  October  of  this  year. 

The  Franklin  Square  House  renovation  of  193  units  for  (he  elderly  is 
90' '  completed  and  developer-manager,  State  Street  Development  Co., 
plans  to  l)egin  accepting  applications  early  in  July. 

In  fatal  the  three  developments  will  provide  280  units  with  "deep  sub- 
sidy" (low-income)  for  the  elderly,  93  units  of  low-rent  housing  for 
families  and  182  moderate  rent  units  for  families.  (See  box  re:  unit 
breakdown  and  rents.) 


3,000  Applicants 


sulimidi: 


l\v 


ii.iyrt ,  liinisin,i!  I  n- 
I  ,")nii  .ipplicanis  for  lis 
nJi  i  income  units. 
I  ils  i)itit:iai  ri?nl-up 
ppli(,<ilinns  had  ln-en 
Ihicds   from  low- 


int:om(?  people. 

"We  didn't  expect  that  ^real  a 
demand,"  .said  Marr:\'  Anderson,  in 
tificir^i'  of  Oincord  l-iunics'  [cni-uft. 
"We  liad  nu  thai  (hi\  \\  hen  we 

i)p(MiiMl  Ihe  office  that  5)lii  people 
wouhl  t)(;  there." 

The  Oincnrd  applicants  are  not 
alone,  A  check  with  Roxse,  Melhu- 
nion,  Caslle  S(iuare.  existing  ETC- 
manajjed   developments,  and 


South  End  Applicants 

Are  the  families  who  ap[di(?rl  a 
(^r)ni:ord  Homes,  and  at  existing 
South  End  l-'MA  [trojecMs.  jMesentK' 
Sim  ih  End  Residents?  Complete 
d.ila  tinin  Concord  Homes  is  not  ye! 
a\ail,dile.  However,  Marcy  Ander- 
son reports  that  a  sample  survey  of 
300  applicants  for  lhree-hcdrof)m 
units  and  of  150  applicants  for  four- 
hedroom  units  shows  lhal  about 
HO'  •  are  South  End  residents. 

"Of  the  700  applicants  on  wailing 
lists  for  existing  ETC-managed 
housing  I  would  e.5timate  that  QC:', 
are  low  income  anrl  80'  ;  are  South 
End  residents."  said  ETC  manager. 
Phillip  Bradley. 

TDC  staff  members  indicated 
they  will  not  have  data  on  this  ques- 
tion until  next  week. 


bedroom  apartments. 


Concord  Homes 


Viviendas  la  Victoria:  Mid-nse  building 


RENT-UP  INFORMATION 

Concord  Homes  (Housing  InnovalionsJ 

Stil]  accepting  applications  for  one  or  hvi 
Moderate  rent  only. 

for  1  BR  $235 
2  BR  $295 
Rental  office  address:    725  TremonI  St. 

Apt.  1 

Office  Hours:  9-5.  Monday  through  Friday 
Viviendas  la  Victoria  (ETC] 

Accepting  application  for  all  moderate  rent  units:  and  for  low-rent  ef- 
ficiency and  one  bedroom  units. 

340  Shawmut  Avenue,  Isl  Floor 

Office  Hours:    10  AM  -  4  PM,  Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday  Friday 

9  AM  - 1  PM,  Saturday 
Franklin  Square  House  (Slate  Street  Development) 

Rental  office  not  yet  open:  scheduled  to  open  early  Julv.  Announcement 
in  future  SEPAC  newsletter. 


Unit  Dteaktfown 

Concord  Homes  Franklin  Sq. 

Project          WI  Elderly        Family  (All  Elderly)  Totals 

OBR              II  51  62 

1  BR                52                 80               64  121  317 

2BR               M                   7               20  21  •112 

3BR               24                                     8  32 

4  BR               26                                    2  28 

5BR                 0  0 

6  BR  4   4 

Total  Units     181  87  M  193  555 

#  of  low 

tmits               72                 87               21  193 


moderate 

rent 

units 


Tenants  npveldpmi.nl  Corpiir.ition 
||■^'■.ll''d  iiKiiv  Ih.in  1,7011  qiLilified 
M'I'li"  iin  iv.iiliii^;  lists  fur  lliiise 

!■  1  I  A-l  in.irii  f'd,  jmd  modfTHle 

incnnif  ili'\  i>ln|impnls. 

"VVi.  h.ivr  ,1  w.iiling  list  of  ,1B5 
qualified  applii:,ints."  said  Diana 
Kelly,  TDC  management  staff 
member,  "Some  pei)|ile  call  us  once 
a  week  to  see  if  anything  has 
"iiimeil  up.  People  jusi  don'l  miive 
out.  We've  had  one  Ihree-hedroom 
unit  open  up  in  two  years."  Caslle 
Square  and  ETC  Managers  aLso 
reporl  low  turnover  rales. 

The  wailing  list  figures  con- 
firm Ihe  findings  of  SEPAC's 
Special  Housing  Committee  last 
year  that  there  are  over  3,000  low 
income  families  and  elderly  now 
living  in  the  South  End  who  are 
not  adequately  served  by  the  ex- 
isting housing  slock  and  rental 
levels.  The  Committee,  chaired 
by  SEPAC  member  Joshua 
Young,  issued  its  findings  in  a 
200-page  report  in  July,  1975, 
after  more  than  a  year  of  public 
hearings,  research,  and  debate. 


OBR 
$160 


4DR 
S316 


6  BR 
$316 


•Why  Move? 

Why  do  the  families  who  applied 
for  Concord  Homes  want  In  move? 
1.300  low-income  applicants 
presently  live  in  suiistandard 
and/or  overcrowded  conditions: 
3t)0  low-income  and  15  moderate  in- 
come families  have  been  displaced 
by  urban  renewal  or  natural  dis- 
aster: 280  low-income  and  120 
moderate  income  families  list 
medical,  security  or  other  personal 
reasons  for  wanting  to  move. 

Given  the  data,  the  three 
developers  renting  up  new  low  and 
moderate  income  housing  in  the 
South  End  should  have  no  problems 
marketing  their  low  rent  units.  In 
ten  day  sof  taking  applications,  ETC 
received  BO  miiderale-incomi! 
applications  for  Viviendas  la  Vic- 
toria, more  than  was  expected.  "In 
spite  of  the  fact  thai  our 
"moderate"  rents  are  high.  Ihe 
housing  crisis  is  so  bad  that  people 
are  being  forced  to  spend  a  higher 
percenlage  of  their  income  than 
usUfi)  on  - housing."   Mr.  Bradlev 


Concord  Homes  235        295        515  536 

Franklin  Sq.    (All  section  8:  under  this  pnigr.iin  botli  low  and  moderate 

income  tenants  can  qualify:  no  tenant  pays  more  than  25% 

of  his/her  income  as  rent.) 
■Rents  include  all  utilities. 


Elderly  Subsidized 
The  three  projects  continue  a 
trend  toward  creating  more  elderly 
subsidized  housing  than  subsidized 
family  housing  in  the  South  End, 
and  wjthin  the  family  units,  of 
producing  more  one  and  two 
bedroom  units  than  units  with  three 
or  more  bedrooms. 

A  market  study  by  State  Street 
Development  Co.  tfone  in  1973 
showed  a  need  in  the  South  End 
and  adjacent  areas  for  ap- 
proximately 2,000  units  of  low-rent 
elderly  housing.  However,  govern- 
ment financing  agencies  seem  more 
active  in  meeting  Ibis  need  lhan  the 
needs  of  Itnv-incnme  fitmilies. 

In  1974  apprnximiilely  five  biin- 
ilreil  units  of  low-rent  elderly  hous- 
ing were  built  on  scalUued  siles  in 
Ihe  Soulh  End  under  Ibe  Boston 
Housing  Atttborily's  Turnkey 
program.  In  that  same  year,  unlv 


one  family  housing  project  was  in 
construction  —  Tenants  Develop- 
ment Corporation's  rehabilitation 
project,  TDC  II  —  providing  90  low- 
renl  units  and  94  moderate  rent  un- 
its. 

Even  developers,  sttcb  at  ETC, 
which  tried  to  produce  larger-unit 
family  bousing  encountered 
problems. 

"Because  of  the  tremendous 
number  of  community  people 
coming  to  our  social  services 
staff  seeking  housing  (a  total  of 
600  since  1973,  400  of  whom 
needed  2  or  more  bedrooms)  IBA 
tried  to  meet  their  needs  in  con- 
crete terms  by  providing  large 
bedroom  units  at  low  rents  in 
Vivientlas  1,1  Victoriit,"  said  Luz 
Cii.idi  ,iiln,  |-:\iTulive  Director  of- 
R'l'(:-iri.\,  "Tbe  problem  is  that 
feibu.tl  programs  act  against 
conl.  pg.  12 
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Neighborhood  Fights  to  Reduce  Noise 

Coming  Down  the  Tracks  — 
800  Trains  a  Day? 

by  Clark  Frazier,  Ellen  Gorden,  Ann'Hershfang 
&  Janet  Hunkel 

The  prospect  of  800  trains  per  day  down  the  Penn  Centra]  tracks  —  as 
compared  with  80  per  day  now  —  has  united  South  End  and  St.  Boto/ph 
residents  in  a  major  effort  to  reduce  noise  and  other  negative  impacts  in 
the  MBTA's  plans  for  relocating  the  Woshington  Street  Orange  Line  to 
the  Penn  Centroi  corridor  near  Columbus  Ave. 

Since  last  fall,  a  neighborhood  Task  Force  has  succeeded  in  winning 
mojor  concessions  from  state  officials  in  design  of  the  new  Oronge  Line 
ond  the  planned  upgroding  of  Amtroif  and  commuter  roil  service  in  a 
way  that  helps  protect  the  neighborhood's  interests  while  allowing  mo- 
jor  transportation  improvements  to  go  forward. 

The  relocated  Orange  Line  plans  will  be  the  sub/ect  of  a  ma/or  public 
hearing  on  /une  22.  The  hearing  is  required  by  federal  law  before  the 
state  can  apply  to  the  federal  government  for  funding.  fSee  box  this 
page.) 

Neighborhood  Unites  would  have  on  the  South  End  and 

People  living  along  the  railroad  adjacent  inner  city  neighborhoods, 
tracks  first  became  aware  of  the  Among  the  positive  potential  im- 
polenlial  impacts  of  the  Orange     pads  were: 

Line  at  a  metling  with  the  MBTA  —  a  massive  expenditure  of  over 
consultants  and  the  slate  391  million  dollars  creating  many 
government's  Southwest  Coor-  jobs. 

dinator's  office  in  the  fall  of  1975.  —  the  redevelopment  of  the 
Among  the  negative  impacts  were;      cleared  wasteland  in  Roxbury  ahd 

—  the  noise  and  vibration  caused     ]amaica  Plain 

by  the  future  800  trains  per  day  (10  —  removal  of  the  granite  em- 
times  thai  today),  with  no  walls  or  bankment  thai  divides  neighbor- 
protection  against  noise.  hoods  throughout  the  Corridor 

—  the  taking  of  several  homes       —  better  transportation  service 
and  businesses,  expecially  on  SI,     for  people  in  the  South  End  and  in 
Charles  Street.   Columbus,  and     the  whole  Boston  region, 
Cazenove,  Moreover,  the  Task  Force  came 

—  heavy  catenary  overhead  elec-  to  realize  that  there  would  be  in- 
tric  wires  down  the  middle  of  the  R-  creased  service  on  the  Penn  Central 
O-W.  .  right-of-way  even  if  the  Orange 

—  20  foot  chain  link  fences  along  Line  were  not  built,  since  stale  and 
the  border  of  the  R-O-W.  federal  governments  plan  lo  in- 

Residents  were  outraged  at  the  crease  both  commuter  rail  and  Am- 
lack  of  concern  for  the  6-8.000  peo-  Irak  service  over  the  next  ten  years, 
pie  living  within  a  block  of  the  Members  fell  that  Orange  Line 
tracks.  Three  more  large  public  noise  buffers  might  be  used  to  limit 
meetings  were  held  with  the  con-  railroad  noise, 
sultants  in  the  South  End  and  at         ,  ,  ... 

each  one,  participants  were  invited       The^  issues  of  concern  lo  the 
to  join  a  smaller  neighborhood  task    neighborhood  have  been: 
force,   directed  by  community  noise 
residents,  lo  consider  whether  the       -  hometakings 
Iransil  corridor  could  be  built  '     -  visua  appearance  of  the  cor- 
wilhoul  ruining  the  neighborhood,     "dor  (Walls,  wires,  fences,  etc.) 
Otherwise,  it  was  clear  that  the       -  traffic  impacts 
neighborhood  would  have  to  op-        "  '^'a"™  ^"t*  ^'^""'^ 

pose  Ihe  Orange  Line.  -  properly  values 

The  Task  Force  consisted,  finally.  —security 
of  20-25   people.   Members  have        -   replacement   service  on 
allended  manv  small  sessions  with     Washington  Street, 
consullanls  ,,nd  prepared  informa-        Again  and  agajn  these  issues 
lion  shrrls  In,   nri.hborhood  use.  ^--S""'  vv.lhl  he  Southwest 


■d  wiiys  of  making 


They  cui 

Ihp  0[;in,^r  l,inf  h^.ss  obnoxious  lo 
Ihe  neinhhorhiitjil  ,is  well  as  Ihe 
piisilivp  imp.icis  lhal  Ihe  projecl     .cool.  pg.  12 


MBTA  TO  HOLD  PUBLIC  HEARING  ON  PLANS  TO  RELOCATE  THE 
ORANGE  LINE  IN  BOSTON'S  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR 

The  MBTA  announced  recently  that  it  will  hold  a  June  22nd  public 
hearing  on  Ihe  environmental  impacts  of  relocating  the  Orange  Line 
service  —  now  the  Washington  Street  elevated  —  to  Ihe  Penn  Central 
mainline  tracks  (between  St.  Botolph  Street  and  Columbus  Avenue  in 
the  South  End).  The  hearing  —  to  he  held  at  305  South  Street  in  Jamaica 
Plain  (the  Slate  Diagnostic  Lab)  just  aminute  or  two  from  Forest  Hills 
Station  —  will  begin  at  1:00  p.m.  and  continue  until  11:00  p.m.  with  a  two 
hour  dinner  break  between  5:00  and  7:00  p.m. 

This  hearing  is  required  before  Ihe  proposed  Relocated  Orange  Line 
can  be  submitted  to  the  federal  government  for  funding.  Study  docu- 
ments —  produced  during  the  last  6  months  by  the  MBTA's  consultants 
—  are  available  in  the  South  End  at  Ihe  Trement/W.  Newton  Street 
branch  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  the  Sout.riilnd  Little  City  Hall,  and 
the  SEPAC  office  at  374  Columbus  Ave.  One  or  two  other  copies  will  cir- 
culate among  neighborhood  associations. 

SEPAC,  neighborhood  Task  Forces,  and  other  groups  or  individuals 
will  be  among  those  testifying  for  Ihe  South  End  at  Ihe  hearing.  If  you 
would  like  to  sign  up  lo  speak  at  Ihe  public  hearing  call  the  Stale's 
Southwest  Office  at  522-6071  or  523-3410.  If  you  would  like  to  make  in- 
put into  neighborhood  Task  Force  recommendations,  please  call  the 
SEPAC  office  at  2G2-4318  or  come  to  the  special  SEPAC  meeting  June  15, 
7:30  p.m.,  at  20  Union  Park. 


A  BR/EF  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  RELOCATED  ORANGE  LINE 
The  Orange  Line,  which  now  runs  along  Washington  Street,  will  begin 
its  new  alignment  after  leaving  Essex  Station.  It  will  proceed  lo  a  new  sta- 
tion, called  South  Cove,  in  the  Boy  Viljage  area  and  join  Ihe  existing  Penn 
Central  line  at  Back  Bay  Station.  From  Bock  Bay  it  will  continue  through 
the  South  End  with  stops  at  Mass.  Avenue  and  Ruggles  Street.  The  service 
will  terminate  at  Forest  Hills  in  Jamaica  Plain. 

There  are  presently  5  tracks  in  Ihe  Penn  Central  right-of-way.  Two  of 
them  will  be  required  for  the  Orange  Line,  the  other  three  remaining  for 
commuter  rail  and  Amtrak  service.  The  existing  Washington  Street 
elevated  with  stations  at  Dover,  Northampton  and  Dudley,  will  be  closed 
only  after  decisions  regarding  adequate  replacement  service  for  Ihe 
Washington  Street  Corridor  have  been  made.   


Washington  El,  Coming  Down 


What  Will  Replace  It? 


by  Michael  Kane 


Corridor  slaff  and  the  consultants. 


Finally,  due  (o  the  contributions  of 
many  residents  and  a  superhuman 


At  Jong  last,  it  looks  like  the  Washington  Street  "El"  is  coming  down. 
But  Washington  Street  area  residents  face  a  new  problem:  ivhat,  if 
anything,  ivifJ  provide  transportation  in  its  place? 

Residents  now  have  a  chance  to  decide  this  question,  according  to  a 
recent  major  commitment  from  state  officials.  Sometime  within  the 
next  five  years,  the  old  "El"  will  be  torn  down,  and  a  new  "Orange 
Line"  will  run  from  downtown  to  Forest  Hills  in  famaica  Plain  along  the 
existing  Penn  Central  train  right-of-way  neor  Columbus  Ave.  fSee  arti- 
cle this  page.) 

For  residents  along  Washington  Street  in  the  Cathedral  housing  pro- 
ject, Lower  Roxbury,  the  Worcester  Square  area,  and  the  Frank/in 
Square  House,  this  should  be  welcome  news.  Since  it  was  built  in  1901, 
the  old  "El"  has  been  noisy,  ugly,  and  generolly  a  blighting  influence  in 
the  neighborhood.  With  the  opening  of  the  new  Blacltstone  School,  the 
noise  from  El  trains  could  be  just  as  disruptive..of  the  leorning  process 
as  ore  jet  planes  in  Eost  Boston. 

But  the  old  El  also  provided  an  important  service  —  quick,  inexpen- 
sive transportation  to  downtown  from  Dudley  Squore,  City  Hospital, 
and  points  in-between. 

What  are  (he  Choices  for  the  South    transportation  issues,  has  sup- 
^nd?  ported  a  trolley  option  for  the  past 

What  will  replace  the  old  El?  several  years.  SECOT  believes  that 
There  are  Iwo  major  choices  to  a  trolley  with  a  special  "righ(-of- 
WashingloTi  Street  area  residents  way"  down  Washington  Street 
for  replacement  service  once  Ihe  El  would  be  quicker,  more  frequent, 
comes  down:  1)  a  trolley  line,  wilh  quieter,  and  less  polluting  than  bus 
s[)ecial  "reserve'"  lanes  down  the  service.  Most  important,  a  trolley 
middle  of  Ihe  street  (as  on  Com-  service  would  be  harder  to  shut 
monweallh  Avenue  past  Kenmore  down  than  buses  whould  the  MBTA 
or  Huntin>j|on  Avenue  near  decide  lo  cut  back  on  costs  and  ser- 
Northeaslern  and  the  YMCA):  2|  vice.  SECOT  fears  thai  State  and 
regular  MBTA  bus  service.  A  third  MBTA  officials  may  be  lempled  lo 
major  alternative,  a  new  subway  end  or  sharply  reduce  Washington 
line  along  Washington  al  least  lo  Street  service  if  buses  are  used  in 
Dudley,  has  been  ruled  out  by  state  stead  of  trolleys  to  replace  the  El. 
officials  who  claim  unusual  Two  years  ago,  SEPAC  also  voted 
engineering  problems,  massive  to  support  a  trolley  over  bus 
costs  [about  $300  million),  major  replacement  service.  So  far,  Mass- 
disruption  of  traffic  during  con-  achusetts  Transportation  Secretary 
siruction,  and  building  demolition  Fred  Salvucci,  who  with  Ihe  Gover- 
if  a  subway  is  built.  nor  makes  Ihe  final  decision  on 

Bot  hbus  and  trolley  replacement  state  and  MBTA  transportation 
services  have  an  advantage  over  issues,  has  opposed  anything  other 
the  existing  El  in  that  Ihey  would  than  buses  for  Washington  Street 
provide  additional  steps  along  replacement  service.  However, 
Washington  Street,  such  as  al  Salvucci  has  kept  Ihe  door  open  to 
Cathedral.  On  the  other  hand,  it  the  trolley  replacement  option, 
would  lake  more  time  for  buses  or  In  a  letter  to  SECOT  member  Ann 
trolleys  to  travel  in  downtown  and  Hershfang  and  SEPAC  Ad- 
back  than  is  the  case  wilh  the  ex-  minislrator  Michael  Kane  last 
isting  El.  January,  Salvucci  agreed  "to  com- 

The  South  End  Committee  on  mit  funds  adequate  to  construct  a 
Transportation  (SECOT),  an  ad  hoc  replacement  service  as  decided 
group  of  local  residents  working  on    cent,  pg  6 


Page  SIX  SEPAC  Newsletter  June  1976 


Street  Direction  Changes 

by  Ken  Kruckemeyei 

A  final  resolution  to  the  ex-  emplciyees  al  the  public  meelin(>s  in 
perimenlal  sireel  direction  changes    an  efforl  lo  sncourajje  dissenlion 


in  the  South  End  is  now  nearing 
completion  at  City  Hall.  These 
changes,  most  nolahly  the  reversing 
of  sections  of  Shawmut  Avenue, 
West  Dedham  and  West  Newton 
Streets,  were  begun  last  summer, 
and  were  the  subject  of  three 
public  meetings  over  the  winter. 
The  purpose  of  the  street  direc- 


wilhin  the  neighborhood  and  to 
prevent  the  changes  from  beeoming 
made  permanent.  On  the  other 
hand  the  Ma\'or  and  his  Transpor- 
tation Advisor  have  been  very  sup- 
portive of  (he  neighborhood's  role 
in  determining  the  use  of  local 
streets. 

Changes  added   by  SEPAC 


lion  changes  has  been  to  discourage  elude  the  experimental  change  on 
the  use  of  South  End  streets  by  com-  the  bower  Roxburv  end  of  Shaw- 
mulers  by  making  it  difficult  to  mut.  designed  lo  'reduce  through 
speed  through  the  South  End  from  traffic  near  the  heavily-populated 
Back  Bay  lo  the  Expressway  or  from  family  housing  projects  there  and 
downtown  to  the  suburbas.  While  ihe  new  Derby  Park  project 
nearly  everyone  here  has  agreed  residents,  particularly  children  and 
upon  Ibis  goal,  the  experiment  has  elderly,  will  be  obliged  lo  cross 
had  some  disapproval  because  it  Shawmut  lo  use  this  new  facility, 
has  also  made  il  more  (jifficull  for  The  West  dedham-Pelham  ex- 
some  neighbors  lo  gel  home  and  for  perimenlal  changes,  as  revised  and 


people  to  get  lo  certain  local 
businesses.  II  was  this  disagree- 
ment which  was  brought  by  Ihe 
South  End  Committee  on  Transpor 
lalion  (SECOTI  to  SEPAC  or, 
i'ebruary  lllh  for  resolution. 
Decisions  were  made  lo  recom- 
mend that  many  of  the  changes  be 
made  permanent  and  others  were 
revised  in  an  efforl  to  respond  lo 
the  concerns  which  were  ex- 
pressed. Additional  street  direction 
revisions  were  left  to  be  discussed 


adopted  at  Ihe  March  3  SEPAC 
meeting  upon  petition  by 
neighborhood  residents,  will 
hopefully  mitigate  any  adverse 
effects  on  Upton  Street  and  reduce 
some  of  Ihe  access  problems  for  the 
Arco  service  station  on  Shawmut. 

II  is  SEPAC's  inlefition  that  the 
West  Dedham  and  Pelham  ex- 
perimental changes  lo  be  im- 
plemented for  Ihe  period  prior  to 
reconstruction   of  West  Dedham 


,,,  ,  ,  .,,  ,  ,,  ,.  (between  Shawmut  and 
t  LfL'??I  „  '^°,f„;rf'j"    WashingtonI  or  for  three  months, 

whichever  comes  sooner,  to  be 


an  efforl  to  resolve  remaining  local 
concerns.  The  South  End  has  now 
decided  on  the  major  changes 
which  we  expect  to  become  perma- 
nent. 

The  initial  efforl  to  revise  the 
ever  increasing  flow  of  commuter 
traffic  through  Ihe  South  End  began 
in  Ihe  lale  1960's  when  people  housing' 
reacted  against  Ihe  Interstate  95 
and  the  arteries  which  would  have 
tunneled  its  traffic  through  the  ,     ,  . 

South  End:  the  South  End  By-pass,  tZ7Z"T,'' 
and  a  widened,  6-lane,  Tremont  ' 
Street.  During  Ihe  transportation    3/.^°"  ™ ^  T '' 
r„_.i„^„  !„  ,o,,  .  „.._u„  _t   hoped  lhal  those  experiments  com- 


reexamined  at  that  lime. 

II  is  important  that  traffic  counts 
be  laken  before  and  during  this  ex- 
periment so  that  we  can  learn  if 
there  is  an  additional  traffic  burden 
placed  on  West  Dedham  and  Dart- 
mouth Streets  past  the  schools  and 


Traffic  pressures  continue  to  be 
great  and  a  perfect  solution  tor 


re-sludy  in  1972  a  number  of 
neighbors  organized  as  the  South 


,r  °:,  '^'uTfT'''"",   End,  will  in  fact  lead  lo  a  reduction 


End  Gommill 

and  began  to  put  Ihe  ideas  ol 
various  residents  together  into  t 
plan  which  was  published  in  the 
SEPAC  newletter  and  discussed  at 
meetings  of  the  neighborhood 
associations  throughout  Ihe  South 
End.  In  addition  to  proposing  street 
direction  changes  to  discourage 
through  traffic,  this  effort  also  led 
to  other  transport  a  lion  im- 
provements tor  the  South  End,  in- 
cluding extending  Ihe  Tremont 
Street  bus  around  Ihe  Common  to 
Park  Street,  initialing  Ihe  City 
Hospital  to  Kenmore  Square  bus 
(which  now  runs  to  Central  Square, 
(;ambri[lge|,  supporting  the  con- 
struction of  a  ci  osstown  street  from 
the  Southeast  expressway  to 
Kuggle.s  Street  lo  reduce  traffic  on 
Mass.  Ave.  (now  being  designe 
il.inil  which  should  bp  built  next 
yi'.irl.  .ind  ilesigning  Tremont 
Stre(it  ,mil  Columbus  Avenue  as 
narrower,  pedestrian  oriented 
streets. 

II  took  some  lime  before  Ihe  city 
was  convinced  lo  experiment  with 
street  direction  changes  lo  dis- 
courage through  traffic  as  has  beer 
done  successfully  in  othei 
neighborhoods.  Those  within  the 
city  who  would  like  to  see  the  free 
flow  of  traffic  had  a  well- 
orchestraled  group  of  publit 


bined  with  better  transit  service 
and  belter  streets  around  the  South 


of  through  traffic  and  a  safer 
neighborhood  for  ourselves  and  our 
children. 


Washington  Street  EI 

conl.  from  pg.'S' 

upon  in  the  E.I. A.  (a  planning  study 
required  by  federal  law)"  from 
several  hundred  million  dollars  in 
federal  funds  recently  made 
available  lo  Massachusetts.  Since 
the  E.I. A.  (Environmental  Impact 
Assessment)  study  musi  involve 
affected  local  residents.  South 
Enders  in  Ihe  Washington  Street 
area  have  a  chanoe  to  invluence  the 
study's  recommendations  regarding 
such  questions  as  bus  or  trolley 
replacement  service,  whether  to 
have  fixed  stations  or  allow  for 
local  slops  where  people  want  lo 
gel  off,  and  exactly  where  a  trolley 
or  bus  line  would  be  placed  in  the 
street. 

Replacement  Study 

Recently,  Ihe  MBTA  decided  to 
hire  consullanis  for  Ihe  E.I. A. 
"replacement  service"  study  for 
Washington  Street  once  the  El  is 
lorn  down.  The  consultants  will 
begin  work  in  September  and  will 
involve  local  residents  in  Iheir 
plans  through  working  committees, 
meetings  and  public  hearings. 


After  much  heated  local  discussion  of  the  problems  and  the  various 
means  of  solving  them  at  the  public  meetings  and  at  the  SEPAC  meeting 
the  following  actual  changes  were  agreed  upon  and  voted  by  SEPAC: 

1.  The  following  streets'  experimental  directions  are  to  be  made  per- 
manent: 

-  Shawmut  Avenue  (Inbound  between  Mass.  Ave.  and  E.  Berkeley 
St.) 

-  West  Newton  Street  (westbound  between  Tremont  and  Columbus, 
eastbound  between  Tremont  and  Washington) 

-  Columbus  Square  (from  Warren  to  Columbus) 

-  Rutland  Square/Concord  Square  "NO  LEFT  TURN"  4-6  PM 

-  Union  Park  Street  (between  Washington  and  Shawmut) 

-  Dwight  Street  (from  Tremont  to  Shawmut) 

2.  The  following  experimental  changes  should  be  initiated  im- 
mediately: 

•  West  Concord  Street  (reversed  to  one-way  westbound) 

-  Pelham  Street  (one-way  from  Shawmut  to  Washington) 

•  West  Oedham  (one-way  from  Washington  to  Shawmut;  one-way 
from  Shawmut  to  Tremont  (as  is);  "Bus  Only;;  lane  in  reverse  direc- 
tion from  Tremont  to  Washington) 

I.  The  following  changes  be  made  experimentally  in  the  future 
provided  that  they  achieve  neighborhood  support: 

-  Union  Park  Street  (reverse  direction  between  Washington  and 
Albany  if  residents  agree) 

-  Hanson  and  Milford  Streets  (direction  to  be  reversed  if  residents 
agree) 

-  Shawmut  Avenue  (one  way  to  Mass,  Ave.  from  either  Sterling  or 
Hammond  to  be  decided  by  the  neighborhood) 

4.  The  following  experimental  change  be  continued  as  an  experiment: 

-  Waltham  Street  (from  Harrison  to  Washington) 

A  number  of  these  recommendations  were  made  in  response  to 
residents'  suggestions.  In  particular,  Ihe  Hanson  and  Milford  Street 
changes  were  recommended  by  SECOT  after  neighborhood  petitions 
indicated  strong  support  both  for  the  Shawmut  Ave.  change  and  for 
some  accommodation  for  the  Syrian  Grocery  and  residents  along 
Milford  and  Hanson.  SECOT  recommended  a  similar  experimental 
change  for  Union  Park  in  response  to  neighborhood  requests.  These 
changes  should  be  confirmed  at  local  meetings  before  implementation. 


SEPAC  has  voted  to  set  up  a  Tosh 
Force  of  residents  in  the 
Woshinglon  Street  oreo  to  moke 
sure  that  the  South  End  community 
has  a  voice  in  this  porcess.  (If  you 
are  interested  in  worJiing  on  this 
Task  Force,  contact  (he  SEPAC  of- 
fice ot  262-4318.  Besides  advising 
the  IMBTA  study,  Ihe  Task  Force 
will  explore  ways  of  firming  up  ond 
extending  Salvucci's  conuhjtmenl.J 


The  Task  Force  —  and  the  MBTA 
consullanis  —  are  expected  to  com- 
plete their  work  in  one  year.  At  thai 
lime,  state  officials  will  make  a 
final  decision  on  replacement  ser- 
vice and  lobby  with  Ihe  Federal 
Government  for  funds,  which 
would  lake  about  another  year. 
Assuming  things  go  smoothly,  ac- 
tual construction  would  probably 
start  in  1979  or  1980. 
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COMMUNITY  PARKS  EFFORT  BRINGS 
RESULTS 


Daniel  Soltren.  representative  de  I  Villa  Victoria  en  SEPAChablade  la  necesidad  de  mejorar  los  parques 
del  South  End. 


by  Betsey  Dietel 

The  City  Parks  Commissioner  Meade  has  pledged  to  increase  the 
number  of  South  End  Parks  maintenance  workers  from  6  to  15.  This  pledge 
was  made  at  a  May  18th  community-wide  meeting  set  by  SEP  AC  attended 
by  over  70  South  End  residents  and  chaired  by  SEPAC  member  Patricia 
Quintana.  Commissioner  Meade  also  agreed  to  a  number  of  neighborhood 
improvements,  long-standing  neighborhood  requests. 

Community  Response  to  Budget  Cuts 

Early  in  May,  SEPAC  received  indication  from  Litlle  Cily  Hall  and  Dept. 
of  Parks  and  Recreation  that  there  were  no  plans  to  increase  the  parks 
maintenance  budget  to  correspond  with  the  doubled  needs.  Two  hispanic 
workers,  who  had  taken  notably  good  care  of  the  Franklin  Square  and 
Blackstone  Parks,  had  been  laid  off  during  the  year,  leaving  only  six  parks 
area  workers  and  one  supervisor  for  the  whole  South  End. 

SEPAC  estimated  a  minimum  of  twelve  workers  would  be  necessary  to 
provide  adequate  maintenance  and  supervision  of  the  three  new  parks 
and  existing  facilities.  In  response  to  community  concern  for  South  End 
parks.  SEPAC  and  community  residents  held  a  meeting  at  the  Blackstone 
Community  School  on  May  6.  Representatives  from  various  park  and 
recreation  areas  in  the  South  End  compiled  a  comprehensive  list  of  re- 
quest and  recommendations,  focusing  on  maintenance  as  a  top  priority. 
(See  Repair  Schedule) 

South  End  Parks  Meeting 

On  Tuesday,  May  18.  a  South  End-wide  Parks  Meeting  was  held  at  St. 
Stephen's  Church.  Chaired  by  SEPAC  Member  Patricia  Quintana.  the 
meeting  was  attended  by  more  than  fifty  people,  representing  every  park 
and  recreation  area  in  the  neighborhood. 

Commissioner  of  Parks  and  Recreation  Peter  Meade.  Foreman  Eddie 
Judge,  Supervisor  John  Nagle.  Butch  Noonan  of  the  BRA  [Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority),  and  Little  City  Hall  Manager,  Carlos  Diaz 
were  invited  to  the  May  18th  meeting  and  were  present  to  respond  to  com- 
munity recommendations  and  requests. 

The  detailed  list  was  presented  and  reviewed,  giving  a  full  picture  of 
maintenance  needs  in  South  End  Parks.  Pat  Quintana  commented.  "Before 
the  meeting  I  didn't  know  that  much  about  parks  other  than  the  ones  near 
my  street.  This  meeting  made  me  think  more  positively  about  what  can 
happen  for  our  parks."     conl.  pg.  lo 


Commissioner  iVieade 
Commits  Repair  Schedule 

"If  there  are  going  to  be  summer  progroms  in  South  End  parks,  cer- 
tain things  are  going  to  have  to  be  done.  I  hadn't  been  expecting  their 
promises  at  all,  but  until  the  summer  program  starts,  until  the 
pioygrounds  open,  my  feeiing  is  Commissioner  Meade  has  a  job  lo  do 
and  certain  needs  to  meet."  Toni  Armstrong,  Recreation  Director.  In- 
quiiinois  Boricuas  en  Accion  fIBA). 

As  a  result  of  the  parks  and  recreation  meeting  on  May  18.  Com- 
missioner Meade  made  the  following  commitments: 

SPECIFIC  REPAIRS 

1.  Corner  of  Tremont  and  West  Canton 

Fencing  and  loam  will  be  provided  through  the  Revival  Program  and 
the  City's  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  will  provide  heavy 
equipment  if  the  community  obtains  play  equipment  requiring  in- 
stallation. 

2.  336  Shawmut  Avenue 

The  City's  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  will  provide  heavy 
equipment  to  remove  hazardous  boulders  in  one  month  and  will 
level  the  ground  so  that  play  equipment  can  be  installed. 

3.  O'Day  Playground 

The  City  has  agreed  to:  repair  toilets  and  sprinkler  system,  repair 
lights  on  top  of  building,  repair  swings  and  slides  and  place  soft 
material  beneath,  contract  repair  of  clubhouse  immediately  so  that  it 
can  be  used  this  summer,  contract  for  basketball  court  repair  by  late 
summer  (will  not  be  fixed  for  use  this  summer). 

4.  Carter  Playground 

1.  Will  investigate  the  installation  of  toilets  on  the  site 

2.  Commissioner  Meade  has  agreed  to  walk  through  Carter  to  deter- 
mine what  is  to  be  done  with  tennis  courts  and  fencing 

3.  Eddie  |udge  will  turn  on  water 

4.  Lighting  will  be  repaired  and  turned  on  only  during  the  evening 
hours. 

5.  Carleton  Street  Basketball  Court 

The  basketball  hoop  which  has  been  removed  will  be  replaced 
within  one  week. 

6.  Harbor  Light  Center-Gardening  Space 

Loam  and  fencing  will  be  provided  under  the  Revival  Program. 
GENERAL  PLEDGES 

Fifteen  fullptime  parks  crew  workers  and  one  supervisor  will  be 
assigned  to  cover  all  South  End  parks  during  the  1976  summer  season. 
The  following  breakdown  for  placement  of  work  crews  was  given  by 
Commissioner  Meade:  3  workers-Derby  Playground,  2-Peters 
Playground.  1-Sparrow.  1-Franklin  Square  Park.  1-Blackstone  Park.,  1- 
O'Day  Playground,  1-Rotch  Playground,  1-Carter.  The  remainder  of  the 
crew  will  make  up  the  roving  crew  and  will  cover  all  additional  South 
End  parks  and  recreational  areas. 
Following  General  Pledges  were  also  made  by  the  Cily  at  the  meeting: 

1.  A  meeting  was  scheduled  for  June  2  at  5:30.  Commissioner  Meade 
will  attend  to  discuss  parks  and  recreation  programming,  staffing 
and  staff  training  for  this  summer's  programs  in  the  South  End.  The 
meeting  will  begin  with  a  tour  at  O'Day  and  we  will  end  at  St. 
Stephen's  Church  on  Shawmut  Ave. 

2.  A  meeting  will  be  arranged  whereby  South  End  residents  can  visit 
the  central  warehouse  to  inspect  play  equipment  which  might  be 
recycled.  
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SOUTH  END  SUMMER  SUPPLEMENT 


COMMUNITY  CALENDAR 


Summer  Camping 

Cooper  Community 
Center 

n.n  i:,ini|.  I"i  vr.„  „l,l.s.  Ii.lv 

\ii.LMisl  Sli.mniiil  Av.' 

I'liiiiir:  -l-l'i-im:).  V'rr  I nl rnni.i I ii in 

Salvation  Army  Boy's 
Club 

Ciimp  Wonili'lhinil.  Shnron,  Mil. 
I''(ir  Boslon  rHsidcnIs.  iM^lween  7-11 
years  olil.  Thn'e  iivi'r-nighl  ciimp- 
iriK  piTiiids.;  Iiily  in-:in,  AiikiisI  2-13. 
AuKiisI  lli-27.  Ch.sI:  $2  (11)  ppr  ihiy. 
Pnrcnis  inusl  lirin,t>  lh("  fi'r?  and 
pnsiti\i'  piniil  nf  thnir  childr'in's 
afjos  .il  llie  lime  nl  a[ij>ii(:alion. 
Po.ssililu  let!  n(>t!i)lialii)ns.  RepLsler: 
Soulh  Enil  Buys  Club  1500 
Washington  Sireel  Miin -Fri..  9-3:30 
p.m. 


Derby  Park 

Black  Heritage  Trail  Boston 

The  Museum  of  Afro-American 
Hislory  now  offers  guided  tours  on 
the  Black  Heritage  Trail.  For  more 
information  on  these  lours  which 
are  arranged  by  appointment, 
please  call  723-8863.  Compiled  by  |. 
Marcus  and  Gaunzetia  L.  Mitchell, 
the  Black  Heritage  Trail  is  a  pen- 
ding trademark  of  the  Afro- 
American  History. 


GEORGE  WRIGHT  & 
WILLIAM  I.  DEVINE 

GOLF  COURSES 
Boys  &  Girls 

17  yrs. 
and  under 

funior  Golf  League  for  boys  &  girls 
17  yrs.  and  under.  Each  player  and 
coach  will  play  a  round  of  golf  at  $1. 
per  round.  Each  team  must  have  a 
roster  of  (max.)  8  players  (min.)  6 
players  and  one  coach;  all  golf 
application  forms  must  be  filled  in 
&  mailed  in  no  later  than  June  ISth. 

Join  Today! 
Tues  -  Thurs  -  Fri 
8  A.M.  - 12  NOON 
.   ismMjL^ilgJiZ  


Camps  Andover, 
Waldren,  and  Guild 

l  .il  '    \\  iMisipiam.  Mc!rodilli.  K.M. 

'  |\  :!    I  lid   opcrati^d  Cil\' 

AlissiiiiLii  Sociniy.  joiniK-  spnn- 
siiri'd  l;\  lipisctipal  Cit\'  Mission 
.iiui  I'.His  \i'-morinl  Cenlcc.  I'linr 
ii\  .1 -niijlil  (.inipint-'  [)firi()()s:  )nni.' 
J'i-|iil\  I,!,  |ii1k  I  :-|iiIy  27,  AususI 
III-  \iiuiui  24  ( :.ill  :42-(iB:)0  fur  mi)re 
lidni  in.iliun. 

SNAP:  Day  Camp, 
Norwell 

I'ree  In  South  End  children 
helween  6-9  ynnrs  old.  Transporla- 
lion  provided  dail\.  Tenlalive 
dalns:  luly  12-AuBnsl  fi.  ConlacI 
KImk.t  FrcRman  al  SNAP.  554 
ColMmhn.5  Ave..  267-7400.  exi.  41. 
inftjrnialion: 

USES,  Camp  Hale 

(Jiiliiicn  frnm  7-14.  Belwnnn  2  and 
4  vvTM'ks  (liiriiij^  jiine.  )iity,  <infl 
Aujjnsl.  LimilHti  space  \o\  yirls, 
Rates  tin  a  siidin^^  scale.  ConlHtM 
lane  Waish.  USES.  r.Ofi  Cnluniluis 
Ave.  536-8610.  ext.  131. 


Boston  Community 
School  Classes 

107  South  Strent.  Boston 

South  Street.  Boston 

The   Boston   Communi ly  School 

offers  adults  knowled;t!e  and  skills 

lo   (leal   wilh   today's  problems. 

Re^istiation  fee  is  minimal. 

)une  -  Au>»ust 

"Crisis  in  the  Schools,"  pxaniininn 
pupil  prn^rcss.  li  esfiiicfj,!  Ii  on, 
imilMels.  In.icher  ,  m  i n i ,  i  ml' ,  ,nid 
p.ircnl  niohilization  I  i  .■ni  \  ,  \  Hen, 
Instriiclor. 

"From  loe  Hilt  lo  George  Meany?" 
examiniiif^  the  Labor  Movement. 
Paul  lohnson.  Instructor. 
"Socialism  in  America,"'  six 
sessions  of  discussion  nn  Kuropean 
Socialism  and  ihe  19th  century 
American  socialisls.  the  American 
Socialist  Party  in  the  lime  of 
Eiifjene  Debs,  the  Industrial 
Workers  of  the  Worl.l,  ihe 
Ainerican  Coinmuni.sl  Pai  t\ ,  the 
nccline  of  tie  Lcfl  in  Mip  r»(i,s,  and 
Ihe  birth  of  a  New  Letl  in  the  'OOs. 
the  shape  and  futvire  of  the  Lefl  in 
the  '70s.  Tom  Gallaf^her.  Instructor. 
Mini-Course  on  Preparinf^  Leaflets; 
organizing  informal  ion,  writing, 
prinling  and  type,  graphics,  layoul. 
and  design.  Instructor  Nancy 
Brigham  is  author,  illustrator,  and 
designer  of  How  lo  do  Leaflets, 
Newsletters,  and  Newspapers,  and 
staff  designer  al  Ihe  school. 
Community  Courses  and 
Workshops:  "Crime  and 
Punishment,"  "Massachusetts 
Economy,"  "Housing"  (limited 
number  available  through  July, 
upon  requesll,  "Budget  Crisis,"  and 
"Newslellors." 

Contact  Anne  Arnason  for  a  free 
brochure  on  registration  informa- 
tion. Boston  Community  School.  107 
South  Street.  3rd  floor.  Boston.  542- 
5352.    ..   ,  ...  ...  .^^  


Summer  Swims 

Boston  City  Hospital  Pool 

The  pool  al  Boslon  City  Hospital  is 
located  in  Ihe  Recreation  Area;  lo 
get  there,  go  lo  35  Northampton 
Street,  lake  the  elevator  lo  Ihe  4lh 
floor  the  Rec.  Area.  Soulh 
Residents,  Boston  City  Hospital 
Personnel,  and  Boslon  University 
Hospital  Personnel  may  use  the 
recreation  facilities  (which  include 
pool,  exercise  room,  and  basketball 
and  handball  courts]  by  gelling  a 
S5.00  monthly  Rec.  Area  Card  or 
paying  a  $.50  fee  each  time.  The 
pool  is  available  Monday-Friday,  8 
AM  -  10:30  PM.  alt  ages,  male  and 
female. 

Blackstone  Community 
School 

The  pool  will  be  filled!  Call  Robert 
Sagori,  Gym  Supervisor;  or  Rudolfo 
Rodriguez,  Admin.  Coordinator  at 
Ihe  B.C.S.  (262-2190)  between  2  and 
10  PM  for  schedule  and  olher  infor- 
mation. 

Films:  Soutii  End  Library 

CoUinihns  Ave.  between  Rutland 
Square  and  We.st  Newton  Street 
Kvory  F'riday   (call  538-8241  for 

lilTlt!) 


June 

1 1  — 

IB  — 
25  — 

July 


16 
2:1 


Children's  Art  Center 

Six-week  Workshop,  starling  July  6, 
Monday-Driday,  2  PM  -  5  PM.  Pain- 
ting, printing,  kitemaking,  ceramics, 
field  trips,  $.50  per  day.  Contact: 
Bernard  Pendleton,  Children's  Art 
Centre.  35  Rutland  Street,  536-9666. 


I,izzie.  Man  Monsters,  A 
World  is  Born 

Empty  Hand,  Lady  Beware, 
Mob  and  Riot  Control. 
Wrestling 

Cat  in  the  Hat,  Dr.  Seuss  on 
the  Loose,  Lorax 


lohnny  Tremnin,  Midnighl 

Ride  of  Paul  Revere 

Dr.  lekyll.  Dracula.  Tell-Tale 

Heart 

Anansi  the  Spider,  Arrow  to 
the  Sun.  The  Stone  Cutter 
-  Icarus  and  D  i  e  d  y  i  u  s , 
Orpheus  and  Enritus,  Why 
ihe  Sun  and  Moon  Live  in  the 
Sky 

Brandenburg  Concerto  #4. 
Peter  and  the  Wolf,  the 
Sorcerer's  Apprentice.  A 
World  is  Born 


Victory  Gardening 

South  End  residents  may  enjoy 
summer  gardening  by  signing  up  for 
a  $1.00  lot  at  the  Berkeley 
Street-Tremont  Sireel  Victory 
Gardens.  The  empty  lot  has  been 
cleared  by  Eight  Streets  and  Castle 
Square  neighhurhood  folks.^  making 
il  ideal  for  summer  planting!  Be 
sure  lo  contact  Little  City  Hall,  674 
TremonI  Street,  (267-4010):  In- 
quilinos  Boricuas  en  Accion.  405 
Shawmul  Ave.  (262-2342);  or 
SEPAC.  374  Columbus  Ave.,  (262- 
4318)  for  more  information. 


Cathedral  Playground 

Schedule  of  Children's  Films  Multi-Lingual  Library 


Blackstone  Community 

School  uses  iht!  facilities  of  Ihe 
H lacks t. me  School  fin"  community 
cv (Mils,  programs,  and  rc'crealicm. 
(Joverned  by  a  community-based 
Council,  the  Community  School  is 
available  afternoons  and  evenings, 
Recreation  facilities  include  a  gym- 
nasium, equipped  wilh  track  and 
basketball  goals,  open  piimaiiK  In 
Soulh    End   groups,    non-pi  id  il 
organizations,  and  groups  withoni 
,n;i:i;ss  1()  otiier  facilities.  InUuesIed 
t^rotips  should  send  a  represen- 
l.itivi!  lo  the  si:herhilinti  committee 
til  work  Dill  dcl.iils.  The  diiililorium. 
which  sells  :UKi  pi-nplc,  is  .u  ailable 
lo    non-jirotil    organ  iz.i  I  ions  for 
short-lerm  projects. 
Contact    R  o  d  o  1  f  o  Rodriguez. 
Blackstone  ('ommnnity  School.  2(i2- 
2U)0.  between  2  PM  and  10  PM. 
Note:  Career  Education  Week 
jiine  21-25,  4  PM  -  9  PM 
Teenagers  and  Young  .Adulls 
invited 


Community  Classes 
and  Workshops 


Wednesdays 
J-4  I'M     "Ago  on  Slago' 


Multilingual  Library 
49R  Tremunt  Street 
Boslon.  Mass. 
42G-nnf>3 

I'ilms  are  shown  on  Mondays  al  3:30 
P.M.  (excepl  for  ]uly  4  holidayl- 
Films  are  shown  by  appointment 
Monday  mornings  with  community 
groups  (e.g.  day  care). 
June  14 
Three  robbers 

Zoo  animals  of  our  storybooks 
Little  mariner 
Arrow  to  the  sun 

June  21 

Tony's  good  luck 

Town  musicians 

Gingerbread  Kingdom 

Sly  rabbit  and  how  he  got  his  lon^ 


June  28 

Snnd 

Ugly  duckling 

Someday 

Rumpelstiltskin 

July  12 

Seven  little  ducks 

Moon  comes  down  to  bathe 

Letter  to  Amy 

Litterbug 

July  19 

Little  rooster  who  made  the  sun  ri.se 
This  is  New  York 
Three  robbers 
Tommy  and  Dee-Dee 

July  26 

Hansel  and  Gretel 
Night's  nice 
Madeline 
Sparrow  Park 


4-(l  PM 
7-!)  P\t 


G\  innasi  u;s  for  Pre- 
ScJhoolors 

Basic  (jun  crsalinniil 
Sfianish 


Mondays 

2-4  I'M      "Age  on  Stage" 

(I  healer   workshops  f(M 

senior  citizensl 
4-fi  PM      Crafts    and  Caravan 

Workshn])s 

(leaching  teens  to  maki^ 
saleable  craft  items) 
7-!-)  PM      Basic  Conversational 
Spanish   and  Consumer 
Education 

Tuesdays 

:t-li  PM     Art  Workshops  for  Teens 
7-fl  PM  Inlormediale.'Advanced 
C;on\'ersnlional  S|»anisli 


Thursdays 

2-4  PM       -'Vjr  nn  S 

:i-4;i:.  \irvi,,' 
7-5)  PM     ■■pi>Mr<  I 
ants'  KmjI 

IpultlH 
Shnni 


c 


T.n 

Milk 


,\ihan.i'-l 
al  Sp.inisli 


Fridays 

4-r.  PM 


"Rahajpnil. 
Classes 


Soulh  l-'aiil  ii-sidcnis  nia\  re^isi.-r 
fr(M!  (il  chary.',  (HIi-t  ..l.isses 
offcM-cd  lim  ing  Ihe  luK  I  -  ,\ui;iisl  .'in 
session. 


West  Indian  Celebration 


EXHIBITS 

Main  Gallery  Wall 
Council  Bridge 
Registry  Area 
Bostonian  Gallery 
Human  Rights 
Corridor 

KirsI  National  Bank 
of  Boston,  Main 
Banking  Floor, 
ion  Federal  St. 

CITY  HALL  EXHIBITS  lUNE  4-25,  1976 
"Carnival"  Photography,  Curator.  Whitmore  lohn. 
"Artifacts  of  The  West  Indies"  Objects  from  ihe 
various  Islands,  Curator,  Patty  Spence. 
"West  Indian  Art"  Pieces  of  Fine  Art  created  by 
West  Indian  Artists  or  Artists  of  West  Indian  des- 
cent from  Ihe  Boston  area.  Curator,  Elaine  Wong. 
"Children's  Art"  West  Indian  Children's  work  from 
the  Boston  area.  Curator,  Elaine  Wong. 
"Islands  In  The  Sun"  Different  views  of  the 
Islands,  Curator,  Yuvonne  Husbands. 
OTHER  EXHIBITS 

"Haitian  Art"  By  special  arrangement  with  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Boston.  Port-au-Prince. 
Haiti,  lune  7-fune  30. 

LECTURE 

Tuesday  |une  22 

Boslon  City  Hall.  7:00  p.m.-8:30  p.m..  Barry  Gailher 
(Elma  Lewis  School  of  Fine  Arls)  —  Slide  I.enlure 
on  West  Indian  Art. 


Arl  III 


PERFORMANCES 

S.iliiMl.n  \'in,-  lU 
WF.S'I'  INI  MAX'  FRSTIVAI,.  Franklin  Park  lliiihii 
While  Slailiiiml.  4:110  |i.ni.-in:IIO  pm.  Thii 
Blank  n,mi:e.  |amai(:n  Way.  Allianii'  i'e 
Afro  Comho.  Third  World  SInel  Orcheslra.  food, 
displays,  arls.  and  crafls. 

Siindav  June  K) 
SOCCRR  TOURNAMKNT.  Franklin  Field.  Talliiil 
and  Bine  Hill  Ave..  3:00  p.m.  I'lMims  In  lie  ileler- 
mined. 

I'"rida\'  [line  18 
lAMAICAN/RFHCAE  DISCO  NICIIT.  Ilaniel 
Tiihin.in  I  liiilse.  ."iOli  Cnliimhiis  Ave..  O:!!!!  p.m. -1:00 
a.m  .  with  l.liivil  Filw.irds  (Dr.  Siiiil|.  for  finiher  in- 
form.ilinn  r.ill  20l-1filiO. 

S.ililrilny  |ime  tO 
TRN  I'll  ANNUAL  SPRING  DANI'.F.  liilh  I'riends 
Soeial  Clull  of  Ihe  West  Indies.  Gr.ind  Rallriinm. 
li.irdford  Motel.  27S  TremonI  St.,  WnilH  Hendrieks 
and  Ihe  HiH:i:aneers.  direi:l!y  from  |amai(:a.  for 
tickets  anil  infoi  oialion  call  ,^mos  Williams.  200- 
27<)7. 

Siinilay  |iine  20 
Tl  IE  HARDF.R  THEY  COMR.  Blackstone  School 
Aiidiloriiim  HSO  Shamiit  Ave..  showinKs  al  2:00  p.m. 
,10(1  (5:00  p.m. 

Frida\'  lune  25 
(;ARII)DR.^N  BACCHANAI.,  Elma  Lewis  School  of 
Fine  Arls  122  Elm  Hill  Ave..  9:00  p.m. -4:00  a.m..  two 
nance  Performances.  Hailian  Band.  Retajae  Band. 
Steel  Band,  various  Carihhean  foods  and  drinks, 
admission  $5.00.  for  tickets  call  the  Ehna  Lewis 
School  442-8820.  Ihe  West  Indian  Benevolent  Socie- 
Iv  247-9079.  or  Trevor  Daniel  427-5747. 
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COME  ONE -COME  ALL! 

DEDICATION  -  TITUS  SPARROW  PARK 
Columbus  Ave.  &  W.  Newlon  Street 
|une  19,  Saturday,  12  noon 
Short  Speeches,  Refreshments,  Music 


Grass  Roots  cnm.  from  pg.  i 


.iksl  

■i.uhi.nih 


s  am!  !r. lining'  ti) 
rsidirnls  lo  (lislril 
ks  (if  I.i|is(j:I.  nri^iil 
L'Hrilr'iiinii  priijiicls 
^]iiiil^(jr  intrlli-ciilli 
t(l  Ir'slu.iK  .irniind 


Siimn 


s|ii)nsnr( 


Arls.  Crafts  and 
Theatre  prnjecl  for  kids  and  elderly 

llic  t;()sm{>iK)lilan 
il  iM..sidf;nLs  will 
I  ,ii  ni  11^^,  -mil  I  nn  for 
,S,Miih  r.iidri  s  V.  hilc  ■  Nn\  rvWTiH  Ihe 
vwr(|-(,vr[  -L'l  Dw  II  Idi  ,ind  Stage  at 

l|-  nd  i>l  Hi.iddut  k  F.irk  lor  cnm- 

niundv  iiM'  i  he  ui  ,issitii,is  [ii  iiposal 
is  .dsu  line  n\  ihi'  .111  ,ip[)!i>ved  for 
MldP   I  nnds   ,ind   will    he  r.oor- 

dm  d   vxith   Ihe  SEPAC  Open 

Sp.K.i'  I'lo^^i  iim. 

A  repair  schedule  for  South  End 
parks  has  alsn  been  promised  by 
Cnmmi.ssionf-T  Meaiie  (see  box  on 
Page  r.]. 

A  vacant  lot  clean-up  program  by 

the  BRA  has  also  been  set  up. 
nm|]Inyinj^  711  Neisbhorhond  Youth 
Ciirps  (NYC)   people  under  Ihe 


MipfMA'Ision  of  Ihf  BRA"s  Properly 
Manager,  Bill  Mnndes.  More  than 
inplr  the  niimher  i)f  vnnng  [)ei)ple 
V.  h..  ■.vnrkr.i  in  M^ncb-s'  Muxcssful 
,  prriiii  ,im    I, is!    m-.u'.  the 

^.  Miidi  w  ill  sl,iri  wiirk  Lit''  innc-'  in 
.  iinidiii.iiion  wiih  Siiiilh  k:nd  open 
,i(  li\  \\'\rs.  iiii'lndin^  SF.PAC- 
sponsnri'd  training  workshops. 

Free  courses  for  local  residents 
sponsored  by  the  locally  based 
Blacks  tone  Community  School 
Council, 

Indoor  pools  and  gym  facilities 

will  be  npnn  In  all  residents  at 
Boston  Cilv  Hospital  and  the  new 
Blackstnne  Community  School  (see 
p.  ). 

SEPAC  has  also  applied  for  20 
jobs  for  young  people  (ages  16-21]  to 
work  on  community  gardening  and 
o[)en  space  projects.  The  jobs  are 
from  a  special  state  summer 
program  proposed  by  State  Senator 
Bill  Owens  and  Representative  Mel 
King. 

The  SEPAC  Newsletter  will 
publish  a  monthly  Special  Supple- 
ment and  Calendar  fold-out  section 
throughput  the  summer. 


Parks  Results  cont,  from  pg.  7' 

Fifteen  Parks  Crew  Workers 
for  the  South  End 

As  a  result  of  the  meeting,  nine  additional  parks  crew  workers  will  join 
the  six  wokers  already  assigned  to  the  South  End.  Three  full-time  workers 
will  be  assigned  to  Derby  Park,  two  at  Peters,  and  one  at  Sparrow.  The 
Franklin  Square,  Rotch,  Blackstone,  O'Day,  and  Castle  Square 
Playgrounds  will  each  receive  one  full-time  worker.  The  roving  crew, 
which  covers  all  the  parks  and  playgrounds,  will  consist  of  four  parks  crew 
workers  supervised  by  Foreman  Eddie  Judge. 

Commenting  on  the  worker  increase.  Parks  and  Recreation  Supervisor 
John  Nagle  said.  "We  were  expecting  to  be  laid  off.  The  union  has 
negotiated  with  the  City,  and  we  have  agreed  not  lo  strike  for  raises  if  they 
hire  more  people."  According  to  Nagle,  the  maintenance  crew  will  begin 
to  cover  the  parks  in  late  May.  Nagle  indicated  that  hiring  preference  will 
be  given  to  workers  who  have  been  laid  off. 

Productive  Meeting 

Ann  Hershfang,  a  spokesperson  for  the  South  End  Parks  Committee, 
commented,  "A  group  of  us  had  been  meeting  with  Carlos  Diaz  from  Little 
City  Hall  and  people  from  the  Department  of  Parks  and  Recreation  over  a 
two  year  period.  We  were  very  pessimistic  about  getting  any  additional 
maintenance  and  program  people  for  the  new  parks." 

"The  May  18  meeting  with  Commissioner  Meade  was  very  productive. 
We  do  appreciate  his  response  to  our  requests  for  maintenance,  personnel 
and  equipment.  SEPAC  did  its  job  superbly  in  gathering  and  detailing 
equipment  needs.  Little  City  Hall  was  most  helpful  in  supporting  our 
maintenance  requests.  I  am  hopeful  that  this  cooperation  will  bring 
results." 


ONE THOUSAND 
TRUCK  LOADS 
OFTOPSOIL! 

During  Ihe  past  month  SEPAC  Representative  Charlotte  Kahn  has 
been  coordinating  and  inspiring  cooperation  for  an  ingenious  summer 
community  gardening  program  in  the  South  End.  Plans  include  skiJIs 
worlishops,  truining  program  members  lo  create  lop  grade  loam  from 
vegetable  wastes  and  manure,  to  build  wooden  composters  and  raised 
garden  beds,  to  propagate  plants  and  vegetables  from  seeds,  cuttings, 
and  grafting;  developing  a  South  End  compost  pile:  and  building  a  tool 
"lending  library." 


COMMENTARY  Andy  Brilliant 

Charlotte  Kahn 

District  1 

SEPAC  Representative,  Lower  Roxbury 

The  kids  in  the  South  End  are  really  getting  excited  about  the  idea  of 
gardening,  but  at  the  moment  a  lot  of  them  are  running  around  pouring 
radish  seeds  in  the  dust.  They  need  organized  programs  (not  lo  mention 
good  soil  and  tools)  and  the  support  of  the  community.  So  far,  that  sup- 
port has  been  almost  overwhelming.  In  what  I  imagine  to  be  un- 
precedented cooperation,  the  MDC,  BRA,  SEPAC,  Mel  King,  and  the 
National  Guard  are  working  together  to  import  a  tremendous  quantity 
of  loam  to  the  South  End  for  community  parks  and  gardens.  Everyone 
has  been  more  than  willing  to  offer  their  services,  which  I  think  is  good 
news  in  what's  been  looking  like  a  bad  news  town.  We've  tied  the  gar- 
dening project  to  several  proposals  for  summer  jobs  for  community 
residents,  The  Third  World  Workers  Association  and  the  Contractors 
Association  of  Boston  will  help  with  referrals  and  training.  If  the  loam 
arrives  and  the  proposals  are  funded,  we  all  might  be  surprised  with 
the  results  in  September.  The  way  I  feel  is  that  we've  got  to  prove  to  the 
rest  of  the  city  that  a  multi-cultural,  multi-ethnic  community  is  not  only 
viable,  which  of  course  it  is,  but  uniquely  wonderful. 


Replace  Lead  Pipes  Now! 


This  is  Ihe  last  chance  to 
cheaply  replace  the  lead  pipe 
supplying  water  to  your  house 
from  the  street.  Owners,  who 
have  not  previously  changed  to 
copper  pipe  and  who  desire  to  do 
so  n(Av,  should  contact  the  BRA 
South  End  Site  Office  (phone 
267-8425)  immediately.  If  this 
work  is  done  after  the  streets  are 
completed,  the  cost  to  the 
homeowner  will  be  several  limes 
larger  (around  $750]  and  will 
mean  the  digging  up  of  the  new 
street  and  sidewalk  pavement. 

If  you  are  a  tenant  and  con- 
cerned about  lead  pipe  water 
supply,  contact  your  landlord  or 
Ihe  Board  of  Health  to  request 
that  a  change  to  copper  pipe  be 
made  during  the  construction 
period. 


Site  Preparation  No.  35  Construction  Schedule 

Upton  Stra«t 


Hamon  Stmt 


RIngeold  and  Boftd  Straats 


Maiord  Street 


Dwight  Cr  Taylor  Streets 


Bradford  Street 


Watthwn  StnMt 
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Receives  Task  Force  Report,  Reviews  BRA  Bars  Program 

SEPAC  Reviews  Final  Pine  Street  Inn  Plans 


Pine  Street  Inn  Task  Force  Final  Report 

by  Ron  Geddes 

Excerpts 

Task  Force  Meetings 


/    /  ' 

Paul  Sullivan,  Director  of  Pine  Street  Inn,  discusses  plans. 

The  Pine  Street  Inn  Task  Force  has  issued  a  unanimous  report  in  sup- 
port of  the  proposed  programs  and  design  of  the  new  Inn  on  Bristol  Street 
near  (he  Southeast  Expressway- 

The  Task  Force  was  eslab/ished  as  one  of  the  four  conditions  attached 
by  SEPAC  to  its  approvai  of  the  proposed  move  of  the  Pine  Street  fnn  in 
December,  1.974. 

The  Task  Force  was  to  be  made  up  of  supporters  and  opponents  of  the 
original  inn  proposal  and  wa»  charged  to  work  with  the  Pine  Street  !nn 
staff  to  address  a  variety  of  community  concerns  in  (he  planning  of  the 
neighborhood  Inn.  The  concerns  included  fransporlolion,  health  care, 
public  drunkenness  in  neighborhood  parks. 

The  Task  Force  was  also  charged  to  insure  that  three  other  conditions, 
attached  by  SEPAC,  were  carried  out.  These  conditions  were  II  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  number  of  beds  from  over  550  fo  350,  including  50  for  women 
and  sufficient  to  core  for  the  currenf  peak  population  of  the  Pine  Street 
Inn;  2}  appointment  of  additional  South  End  residents  to  the  Board  of  the 
Pine  Street  Inn;  and  3}  a  charge  to  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
(BRA)  to  use  the  full  extent  of  its  powers,  inciuding  Orders  of  Taking,  to 
eliminate  bars  identified  as  undesirable  by  the  community.  Specific 
responsibility  for  insuring  (hot  this  final  condition  be  met  was  assigned  to 
the  Bars  Task  Force  of  SEPAC  rather  than  to  the  Pine  Street  Inn  Task 
Force.  The  Task  Force  was  expected  to  report  bock  to  SEPAC  before  "final 
designation"  after  funding  commitments  for  the  Inn  had  been  achieved. 

The  Task  Force  held  over  18  meetings  since  its  formation,  and  according 
to  Ron  Geddes,  Task  Force  Chairperson,  "these  individuals  literaUy 
enrolled  in  an  intense  course  on  alcohol  problems  and  communify 
development  during  the  spring,  summer,  and  fall  of  1975."  During  the  18 
meetings  held  during  that  period,  key  issues  were  clarified  and  tentative 
(if  sometimes  impossible)  solution^  were  offered  to  the  problems.  There 
were  lengthy  discussions  about  the  role  of  police,  the  density,  character, 
and  medical  condition  of  the  homeless  population  in  the  South  End  and 
Boston,  the  magnet  effect  of  the  proposed  new  facility,  the  influence  of  the 
skid  row  bars  on  the  fate  of  chronic  alcoholics  and  about  the  real  or  im- 
agined conception  of  the  South  End  fas  one  member  put  it}  as  'the  dump- 
ing ground  for  the  oltruism"  of  Massachusetts."  It  also  met  with  officials 
from  the  Pine  Street  Inn.  the  Police  Dept..  and  state  and  local  agencies  ad- 
dressing problems  of  alcoholism. 

On  Apr/1  23rd.  SEPAC  received  notice  from  the  BRA  that  the  BRA 
planned  to  vote  on  "final  designation"  of  the  Inn  at  the  Bristol  Street  site. 
At  its  May  5th  meeting.  SEPAC  voted  unanimously  to  veto  final  designa- 
tion until  SEPAC  received  reports  from  all  parties,  including  the  BRA.  the 
Pine  Street  Inn.  neighborhood  residents,  and  the  Pine  Street  Inn  Task 
Force. 

At  the  May  26th  meeting  of  the  SEPAC.  Ron  Geddes.  Task  Force 
Chairperson,  delivered  a  favorable  report  on  three  issues  examined  by 
the  Task  Force.  Excerpts  from  that  report  are  printed  here, 

SEPAC  has  not  yet  determined  whether  the  fourth  condition.  BRA  ac- 
tion on  "undesirable"  bars,  has  been  met  satisfactorily.  A  new  Task  Force 
on  Bars  has  been  appointed  to  study  this  question  and  to  report  back  to 
SEPAC  in  the  near  future.  Although  SEPAC  has  not  yet  approved  final 
designation  of  the  Pine  Street  Inn,  this  delay  will  not  hold  up  the  construc- 
tion schedule  of  the  Inn  during  the  next  few  weeks.  In  accepting  the 
report.  SEPAC  expressed  appreciation  for  the  hard  and  careful  work  of 
the  Task  Force  in  cooperation  with  the  Pine  Street  Inn  staff. 

Some  South  End  residents  continue  to  oppose  the  new  Inn.  Herbert 
Zeller  of  VVest  Concord  Street  (about  10  blocks  from  the  new  Inn  site} 
spoke  in  opposition  to  the  Inn  at  a  recent  Zoning  Hearing,  charging. 
"Our  neighborhood  and  a  park  we  have  been  wailing  for  years  will  he 
overrun  by  drunks  ond  derelicts."  Vincent  McCarthy,  attorney  for  the 
home  responded.  "The  Inn  is  not  a  place  where  people  reside  by 
choice.  There  are  people  /ust  like  me.  and  like  the  Board,  and  like  you 
who  live  at  the  Pine  Street  /nn.".  jjy  Elizabeth  RlCe 


On  lanuary  30.  1975,  SEPAC 
recommended  names  for  Task 
Force  Membership  lo  the  BRA  and 
on  February  4.  1975.  Robert  Kenney 
endorsed  the  full  SEPAC  list  and  of- 
ficially invited  those  persons  In 
become  members  of  the  Pine  Street 
Inn  Task  Force,  The  following  in- 
dividuals, some  of  whom  opposed 
and  others  who  approved  of  the 
Pine  Street  Inn  relocation,  accepted 
the  SEPAC-BRA  nominations: 

Jeanelte  Hajjar  (who  later  re- 
signed], Ron  Geddes,  Newell  Cook. 
Gladys  DeCosta.  joe  FoUaytar.  joe 
Park.  lill  Bertrand  and  Dorothy 
Zabowski. 

During  all  of  these  proceedings, 
the  staff  of  Fine  Street  Inn.  Paul 
Sullivan,  its  director  and  various 


The  Pine  Street  Inn  will  not  be 
the  citywide  facility  for  homeless 
men  and  women.  The  actual  use 
rale  of  260-280  will  be  sufficient  to 
handle  existing  South  End  and  Bay 
Cove  Area  demand  for  services  as 
measured  by  current  experience. 
The  Pine  Street  Inn  staff  do  not 
want  the  Inn  lo  become  "un- 
manageable". Any  attempt  to  use 
more  than  260-280  beds  raises  a  red 
flag  which  signals  that  the  proper, 
safe  and  sensible  operating  level  of 
the  Inn  is  being  exceeded. 

COMMUNITY  CONTROL 
South  End  Residents  on  the  Pine 
Street  Board  of  Directors 
The  nriyinal  condition  called  for 
some  members  of  the  Hoard  of  the 

Pine  Street  inn  to  be  South  End 
residents. 

This  condition  has  been  met  by 


members  of  the  Inn  Board  of  Direc-  The  Pine  Street  Board  which,  on  its 
tors  demonstrated  extraordinary  own  initiative,  voted  to  increase  the 
patience  and  superhuman  reserve  percentage  of  South  End  residents 
as  they  responded  to  critical  to  one-third.  The  Board  solicited 
questions  and  offered  solutions.  names  from  SEPAC  and  the  Task 
Task  Force  members,  for  their  Force  and  appointed  the  following 


part,  proved  to  be  representative  of 
the  diversity  of  opinion  existing  in 
the  South  End  about  Pine  Street 
Inn.  We  struggled  to  be  polite  to  one 
another,  at  times  failed,  and  when 
this  happened,  the  major  hidden 


recommended  candidate 
Gladys  DeCosta 
Newell  Cook 
Jane  Smith 
Mary  DeLoach 

A  fifth  South  End  resident.  Alex 


issue  of  the  Pine  Street  Inn  conflict  Rodgriquez,  was  also  appointed, 
revealed  itself.  bringing   the   total  percentage  lo 

Put  simply,  every  member  of  this  one-third  (5/15).  However,  Alex 
Task  Force  acknowledged  that  resigned  due  to  a  conflict  of  interest 
homeless  and  alcoholic  men  and  with  United  Community  Services 
women  in  the  South  End  ought  to  be  and  his  place  will  be  filled  by  a 
provided  with  shelter  and  protec-  SE^AC  recommended  candidate, 
tion.  At  the  same  time,  some  of  a  second  point  of  community 
these  people  were  grieved  by  control  of  the  Pine  Street  Inn  opera- 
proposals  which  would  in-  tion  and  of  matters  which  relate  to 
stitutionalize  their  community  as  an  public  drunkenness  can  be  the  ap- 
area  for  homeless  persons.  A  range  pointment  of  Pine  Street  Task  Force 
of  mixed  feelings  derive  from  the  Members  to  existing  SEPAC  com- 
complexity  of  the  situation:  mitlees  on  both  police  and  human 

Task  Force  members  are  general-  services.  In  this  way,  the  crucial 
ly  sympathetic  to  the  plight  of  the  questions  of  police  response  to  the 
homeless  alcoholic.  street  drunk  and  of  social  agency 

They  admit  that  the  South  End  responsibilities  for  these  people 
community  ought  to  share  some  can  be  addressed  in  forums  where 
responsibility  of  caring  for^these  they  belong,  rather  than  only  in 
people.  terms  of  Pine  Street  Inn  Relocation. 

Most  members  want  to  remove  The  point  that  Pine  Street  Inn  alone 
the  Skid  Row  image  from  the  South  should  assume  responsibility  for 
End.  They  insist  that  their  own  picking  up  drunks  and  for  manage- 
rights  to  be  free  from  harrassment  ment  of  public  interests  in  SEE  is 
and  blight,  which  they  see  as  conl.lp.  12 
caused  by  drunks,  be  recognized. 


Ihe  tadlily  lo  house  Ihe  gueiW  of  the  Inn. 
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Rent  Control 


cnnl.  from  pg.  3 

the  state-wide  act  would  be  ex- 
tended, and  without  an  ordinance 
under  the  special  act  there  was  at 
least  a  possibility  that  Boston  would 
have  no  rent  control  on  January  1, 
1976.  The  Mayor's  proposed  or- 
dinance looked  very  much  like  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  842.  A  hear- 
ing was  held  by  the  City  Council  on 
Friday,  December  19,  1975.  On 
Monday  the  ordinance  appeared  in 
a  new  form  —  with  the  vacancy 
decontrol  provision  —  and  was 
enacted  by  the  City  Council.  Only, 
Larry  DiCara  voted  against  it. 
Vacancy  decontrol  was  never 
proposed  or  discussed  at  the  hear- 
ing. 


Mayor  White  Opposes  Rent  Control 

Shortly  after  the  Council's  vole 
Chapter  842  was  re-extended  for  3 
months  by  the  Legislature,  and  the 
Mayor  was  urged  by  tenants  not  to 
sign  the  City  Ordinance.  They 
argued  that  Boston's  action  in  enac- 
ting its  own  rent  control  would 
seriously  undercut  the  necessity  for 
Chapter  842  and  that  vacancy 
decontrol  in  Boston  would  weaken 
the  possibility  of  any  strong  rent 
control  provisions.  The  arguments 
fell  on  deaf  ears,  and  Mayor  White 
then  came  forward  to  announce  his 
opposition  to  rent  control. 

Tenants  Sue  City 

Shortly  after  the  City  Ordinance 
(known  as  Chapter  15)  went  into 
effect  with  its  vacancy  decontrol 
provision  a  number  of  tenants  sued 


the  City  in  an  effort  to  have  the 
vacancy  decontrol  provision  found 
illegal.  Judge  Paul  Garrity  of  the 
Boston  Housing  Court  eventually 
ruled  against  Ibe  tenants  in 
February.  Although  the  case  is  now 
on  appeal,  vacancy  decontrol  is  in 
effect  until  there  is  a  change  of 
minds  by  members  of  the  City 
Council  or  the  state  legislature. 

Sen.  Owens  Files  New  Bill 

Recently  Senator  Bill  Owens  (D- 
Roxbury),  in  an  attempt  to  rid 
Boston  tenants  of  decontrol  and  ob- 
tain wider  rent  control  coverage  for 
Boston,  filed  a  bill  in  the  legislature 
to  provide  a  new  special  act.  It  has 
been  tabled  by  the  Senate  where  it 
will  slay  indefinitely  unless  tenants 
strongly  push  for  its  passage. 


HoUis  Young,  Legal  CounseJ  at 
Greater  Boston  Legal  Services 
(formerly  Boston  Legal  Assistance 
Project  —  BLAPJ.  671  Tremont  St., 
is  the  lobbyist  for  the  Legal  Ser- 
vices Corp.  for  special  legislation  in 
the  interest  of  indigent  and  other 
clients  entitled  to  services  of  the 
Legal  Services  Corp.  Harry  Dow, 
At-Lorge  SEPAC  Representative, 
reports  that  she  was  recently 
praised  by  Chief  Justice  Joseph 
Tauro  (former  Chief .  Justice, 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  the  Com- 
monwealth) during  her  presenta- 
tion reporting  her  lobbying  ac- 
tivities to  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Legal  Services  Corp.  "She 
argued  controversioi  points  with 
such  erudition  and  fervor,  the 
Judge  was  unobie  to  refute  her," 
reports  Mr.  Dow. 


Rent'Ups 

con(.  from  pg.  4 

building  large  bedroom  units  and 
against  having  more  than  20% 
low-rent  units." 

South  End  Developers  Work  for 
Low  Income  Housing 

ETC-IBA.  Housing  Innovations 
and  State  Street  Development  all 
have  made  special  efforts  to  veer 
from  the  general  trends  in  low- 
moderate  income  development. 
ETC  has  produced  more  large  units 
than  most.  All  three  developers 
worked  to  obtain  more  deep  sub- 
sidy than  usual  to  provide  ad- 
ditional housing  for  low-incom§  in- 
dividuals and  families,  ETC  was 
originally  granted  207,  rent  supple- 
ment hy  FHA  and  worked  to  in- 
crease that  to  the  statutory  limit  of 
407,.  Concord  Homes  obtained  a 
waiver  from  Hud  in  order  to  exceed 
the  statutory  limit  and  obtain  607,. 
State  Street  Development  Co.  is 


Franklin  Square  House 


among  a  select  few  constructing 
projects  with  100%  Section  8  sub- 
sidy. 

Need:  Family  Housing 
Specifically,  in  relation  to  con- 
struction costs,  the  federal  govern- 
ment allows  no  more  money  tor  the 


construction  of  a  five  or  six 
bedroom  unit  than  it  does  for  the 
construction  of  a  four  bedroom  un- 
it. In  relation  to  management  feasi- 
bility, Ms.  Cuadrado  explained,  two 
one-bedroom  units  renting  at  $200 
each  and  producing  revenue  of  $400 
a  month  can  be  built  and  main- 


tained for  approximately  the  same 
price  as  one  three-bedroom  unit 
which  produces  only  $278  a  month 
in  revenue. 

Demand  Exceeds  Supply 

In  spite  of  these  efforts,  the 
variations  are  minor,  and  a  break- 
down of  Concord  Homes  appli- 
cants shows  that  demand  exceed 
supply,  especially  for  larger  low- 
rent  units:  for  the  1976  low-income 
families  applying  for  3  and  4 
bedroom  units.  Concord  Homes, 
Franklin  Square  House  and  Vivien- 
das  la  Victoria  combined  will 
provide  60  three  and  four  bedroom 
units:  for  the  500  low-income 
families  and  30  moderate  income 
families  applying  for  two  bedroom 
units,  the  three  new  projects  com- 
bined will  provide  112  two- 
bedroom  units.  350  low-income  and 
70  moderate  income  applications 
were  received  for  one  bedroom  un- 
its; the  three  new  projects  com- 
bined will  provide  317  one- 
bedroom  units. 


Pine  Street  Inn 
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not  only  unfair  and  unrealistic  but 
it  obscures  the  real  issue. 

The  Pine  Street  Inn  Program 

The  Task  Force  discussed  the 
Pine  Street  Inn  Program  in  terms  of 
three  major  concerns  of  the  South 
End  Community:  containment  of 
the  population  to  maximize  off- 
street  time,  nutrition  and  food  ser- 
I'ices.  and  finally,  medical  care  and 
Munselling  activities. 

Although  the  major  objective  of 
he  Pine  Street  Inn  is  to  provide 
ihelter.  food  and  a  safe  environ- 
nenl  for  its  residents,  the  program 
llan  for  the  new  facility  re- 
nnphasizes  containment  of  the 
inpulation  using  the  Inn  within  the 
loundaries  of  its  facility. 

The  most  dramatic  new  feature  of 
he  Pine  Street  Inn  program  is  a 
ihysicnl  one.  As  most  of  you  know, 
nost  of  the  problem  drinkers  and 
Icoholics  at  the  Inn  prefer  to  spend 
ime  in  bottle  gangs  and  groups.  The 
■roblem  for  the  South  End  is  that 
his  socializing  takes  place  on  the 
treets,  doorways  and  alleyways. 
Welfare  Rep.  Located 
at  Pine  Street  Inn 
Another  attempt  to  improve  the 
ontainmeni  of  Inn  guests  is  to 
lace  a  representative  of  the 
omeless  men's  division  of  the 
/elfare  Department  in  the  new 
icility.  This  will  have  the  im- 
lediate  effect  of  eliminating  traf- 
cking  of  people  from  the  Inn  down 
ast  Berkeley  St.  to  Church  Street, 
le  present  location  of  the  Welfare 


Department, 

In  effect,  this  is  the  second  move 
of  a  homeless  men's  division 
representative  who  was  formerly 
located  at  District  Four  Police  sta- 
tion. Most  South  Enders  remember 
the  men  standing  in  line  along  Easi 
Berkeley  Street  and  Grey  Street 
waiting  to  get  vouchers  for  a  night  s 
lodging.  That  has  been  eliminated 
at  the  initiative  of  the  Inn  and  the 
final  relocation  of  the  Welfare  of- 
fice at  the  Inn  should  have  an  even 
greater  impact. 

Task  Force  Recommendations 
The  Task  Force  recommends  that 
concerns  about  the  control  of 
drunkenness  in  the  South  End  be 
addressed  by  establishing  specia- 
lized Crime  or  Police  Task  Forces. 

The  Task  Force  does  strongly 
recommend  that  residents  use  the 
police  phone  911,  call  the  detox 
center  at  266-2615,  and  that  each 
person  get  to  know  the  patrolmen 
who  are  assigned  to  the  sector  in 
which  their  residence  is  located. 

It  is  clear  to  this  Task  Force  that 
many  of  the  most  belligerent 
dtunks  who  anger  residents  of  the 
community  are  not  Pine  Street  Inn 
lodgers.  To  claim  otherwise  ignores 
the  facts  collected  by  this  group  and 
fails  to  take  into  account  that  police 
power  and  authority  is  required  to 
force  an  unwilling  drunk  off  the 
street. 

The  Task  Force  also  recommends 
to  SEPAC  that  it  continue  as  a  vehi- 
cle for  SEPAC  to  monitor  the 
development  and  operation  of  the 
Pine  Street  Inn  program  once  it  is 
established. 


Penn.  Corridor  com.  p§.  5 

re.sponse  by  corridor  architect.  Ken 
Kruckemeyer, possible  solutions  to 
most  of  the  problems  were  included 
in  the  slate's  funding  application 
and  environmental  study 
documents,  which  will  be  the  basis 
of  the  june  22  hearing. 

POSSIBLE  SOLUTIONS 

The  following  options  are  in- 
cluded in  the  Environmental 
Analysis  and  appear  to  be 
technically  and  financially 
feasible: 

—  In  the  Dartmouth  St.  to  Carter 
Playground  part  of  the  corridor,  the 
MBTA's  capital  Grant  Application 
proposes  to  cover  the  tracks  with  a 
brick  faced  structure  that  will 
appear  no  higher  than  6-8  feet  when 
viewed  from  adjacent  streets. 

—  Carleton  and  Claremont 
Streets  will  be  landscaped  and 
reconstructed. 


—  to  allow  for  the  cover.  4  feel 
will  be  taken  along  the  South  End 
side  of  the  tracks,  possibly  re(|uir- 
ing  actiuisilion  of  two  vacant 
buildings  now  owned  by  Ihe  BRA 
on  Mass  Avenue.  The  estimated 
total  cost  of  the  cover  would  be  $7- 
$10  million. 

—  In  the  Ellis  neighborhood 
-area,  the  only  way  to  avoid  taking  9 

buildings  on  Columbus  Ave., 
Cazenove  Street  and  St.  Charles 
Street  was  to  build  a  20  million 
dollar  tunnel.  The  State  has  re- 
jected that  solution  and  proposes 
instead  to  provide  buffers  for  the 
transit,  train  and  turnpike  noise 
that  would  result  in  a  lowering  even 
of  current  noise  levels.  The  5 
residential  and  4  commercial 
buildings  would  be  taken  and  Ihe 
ends  of  St.  Charles  and  Cazenove 
Streets  would  be  landscaped. 


TORRE  UNIDAD  Y  PLAZA  BETANCES  GANAN 
PREMIO 

l.ii  sociedud  de  arquilectas  de  Bosinn  rei:ienlHniinilc  rec<inai:iii  ,A  In- 
quiliiios  Boricuas  en  Accion,  a  la  Torre  IJnidad  v  la  Plaza  HrlaiK  I's  i:nn 
un  premio  especial  para  viviendas  por  un  \'<H:indarici,  hini  ilisnuiln 
|ohn  Sharratt  Associales  (arquielas  y  planificadoses  I  \  Kis  I  ik  1 1 1 1 1  i  nns 
Boricuas  en  Accion  nierecen  reconocimienlii  especial  por  siis  rshicr/us 
en  el  desarrollo  de  esla  comunidad  y  proyuclu.  


s  com- 
,ipar- 


Al  DiaCon  F.H.A. 

Methunion 


Los  inquilinos  eslan  esperando, 
repuesta  oficiai  del  financiamiento 
de  la  propuesla  somelida  a]  Depar- 
lamienlo  de  Desarrollo  de  Vivien- 
das Urbanas  (HUD]  el  pasado  19  de 
Junio  de  1975.  H.U.D.  ha  propiiesto 
una  cooperativa  de  viviendas  como 
una  soluci6n.  Los  inquilinos  de 
Melhunion  estan  consideriindo  esta 
oferta  despues  de  rei;ibir  una 
repuesia  oficial  de  H.U.D, 

"Viviendas  la  victoria" 

Las  unidades  lodavi'a  eslan  bajo 
conslruccifln  y  se  espera  estara'n 
terminadas  en  julio  a  agosto  del 
1976. 

Consejo  de  emergencia 
de  Inquilinos  E.T.C. 

Las  edificios  de  la  Calle  Tremonl 
y  Avenida  Shawmul  estan  pasando 
por  una  pequena  deuda  pero  los 
edificios  de  las  West  Newton  y  la 
Torre  Unidad  est^n  en  huen  eslado 
financiepo.  Cada  edificio  tiene  una 
fuerte  organizacion  de  inquilinos 
con  buena  t:omunicacion  con  la  jun- 
ta de  E.T.C.  En  el  presenle.  la  junta 
est^  explorando  \arios 
posibilidades  sobre  fcooperativas, 
suhsidios.  elc.)  pa^ar  hregar  con 


esas  unidades  leniendo  problemas 
ahora. 

Viviendas  de  Rutland  St, 

Los  inquilinos  de  la  Rutland  es- 
lan en  estos  momentos  enfrelando 
una  ola  de  notlcias  de  desaucio  que 
mando  la  a d  m  i  n  i  s  t  a  c i  o'n  . 
Managemnt  Tenant  Services,  y  que 
fue  aprovado  por  el  control  de  ren- 
la  sin  intormar  a  las  inquilinos  sus 
derechas  a  una  audiencia  .Los  casos 
de  algunos  inquilinos  fueron 
cancelados  despues  de  visilar  la 
oficina  de  la  gerencia  con  sus 
prueba.s  de  recivos  de  pagos  y  ex- 
igir  una  explicacion.  Olros  casos  de 
desaucio  eslan  todav'a 
programados  para  ser  vislos  en  la 
c<irte  de  viviendas. 

Los  inquilinos  han  recogido  fir- 
mas  y  han  enviado  una  carta  al 
deparlamiento  de  inspecion  de 
viviendas  pediendo  una  inspecio'n 
completa  (Ilamada  "Coding")  para 
cerlificar  todas  violaciones  que  ex- 
isten.  La  carta  fue  enviada  al 
□  epartamiento  de  inspecion  de 
vivienda  y  en  seguida  la  gerencia 
comenzd  hacer  las  roparaciones 
necesarias.  Durante  meses  las  in- 
quilinas  habian  solicilado  la  exter- 
minacion  complera  de  inseclos  y 
roedores.  En  la  semana.  del  J.7,_de. 


Mayo  197B  los  exierminaddit 
nnzaron  a  visilar  ,il;jiiiiiis 
lamienlo.s.  A  alguuns  ii-|(|iiil 
les  ha  prnmelido  Ids  llmhri's  de 
las  puerlas  ser^^n  reparadas  liien 
prnnlo.  "Ya  se  pueden  ver  los 
resultados."  comento  una  de  la.s  in- 
quilinas  de  la  calle  West  Cnncurd, 
"y  nos  manlendremos  Irabajandd 
hasta  que  otras  [jroblemas  .serins  sr 
hayan  resuello,"  Los  inquilintis  ili> 
la  calle  Rutalnd  eslan  prectrup.uliis 
acerca  del  parque  prnmctiilo  cnlre 
las  calles  Concord  >■  NcwLiml  Kn  la 
reunion  de  la  comunidad  para  Ins 
parques  del  South  End,  Bulch 
Noonan  del  B.R.A.  dijo  que  la  con- 
slruccion  de  los  parques  comen- 
zaria  en  dos  meses.  


Castle  Square 

Los  re[)r(;: 
ol  liistrild  fi 
VV.mg  11,1 


'nt.tnlfs  ill'  M'J'  \i : 
M\'i,i  M-  A-liin  ^  .^ 
iron  ,1  iiiici  'rciinirm 


;  inijiiilirios  tic  (]asI[ 
Uinb'  di'l  M.ulcs, 

"fi.  I'l  IJri)[i('sild  i\r  1,1 
•anear  i  mnt)  In  cu.n 
'  >■  illi's[i,n  ,liln  ,iilinrt 
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si:i',\(:  ipn, 

sohre   ulrns  inipiilinos 
Fonjiase   imi  conldcli) 
Terrell       Mainirii,  Oa 
oficina  ,1,.  SKPAc;  i  ll  :174  Coliimhii 
A\'f  .  h'ji'liiiiii  2li2  ^UH. 
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i:on  Boh 
Ion  en  la 
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Al  Aire  Libre    cnnlinua  de  p.  j 

unidad.  La  propuesla  es  oira  de  las  M  ai:epladas  por  MI, IP  y  sera  i;oor- 
dinada  con  el  piuKrama  de  verano  de  SKPAC. 

Un  horario  para  reparar  los  parques  del  South  End  ha  side  aprobado 
por  el  comisionado  de  parques  Peter  Meade  fv^a  pag.  6).  I  In  pi -mji  ,1111,1 
para  lim^iar  solares  vaci'os  ha  side  eslaldeiado  por  I'l  RKA  I  I  [iniui  ,1111,1 
empleara  20  muchachos  del  Cnerpo  |uvenil  del  Vei  ind.u  io  |\Vl  :|  Ii,i|o  Li 
supervision  de  Bill  Mendez,  el  adminislrador  de  propiedad  del  liRA  INle 
numero  es  el  Iriple  de  los  muchachos  que  Iraliajaron  con  Mi'-ndiv  roi  una 
campana  similar  el  ano  pasado. 

Habr^n  curses  para  residenles  del  vecindario  auspiciados  por  la  es- 
cuela  comunal  Blackstone. 

Aclividades  deporlivas  bajo  techo  en  gimnasios  y  piscinas  seran 
auspiciados  por  el  Hospilal  Boston  Cily  y  la  escuela  comunal  Blackstone. 

SEPAC  ha  ademas  solicilado  20  empleos  para  jovenes  (edades  t(i  a  21| 
para  trabajar  en  los  proyeclos  de  jardineri'a  y  recreacii?n.  Estos  .son  |iarte 
de  un  |)rot;rama  estatal  propueslo  por  el  Senador  Bill  Owens  y  el 
Representanle  Mel  King. 

El  periodico  de  SEPAC  publicara  un  suplemento  especial  y  un  calen- 
dario  atraves  del  verano. 
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OBREROS  TERCERMUNDISTAS 

GANAIM  APOYO  DE  LA  COMUNIDAD 

Respuesra  a  la  Invasion  del  South  End  por  R.O.A.R. 


por  Michael  Kane 

La  Asociacion  de  Obreros  Tercermundistas  de  la  ConstruGcion  y  sus 
simpatizantes  en  la  comunidad  continuan  ejerciendo  presion  para  con- 
seguir  una  jusia  parte  de  los  empleos  de  la  industria  de  la  construccion 
para  obreros  de  color,  desafiando  una  contraoFensiva  de  las  Fuerzas 
racistas  del  movimiento  llamado  "antibusing,"  de  los  lideres  sindicales, 
los  contralistas,  los  polici'as,  y  el  Concilio  Municipal  de  Boston. 

La  contraoFensiva  racista  empez^  la  maTiana  del  7  de  mayo,  cuando  un 
grupo  compuesto  de  mas  de  75  Marshalls  de  South  Boston  —  el  arma 
paramilitar  de  ROAR  —  mas  de  75  obreros  blancos,  interrumpieron  una 
reunion  de  negociaciones  enire  cuairo  representantes  de  minorfas  y  el 
contralisia  Barlelta,  conlralista  general  del  proyecto  del  BRA  en  la  calle 
Union  Park  en  el  South  End. 

Ese  mismo  dfa,  los  Ifderes  sindicales  cerraron  todos  los  obras  de  con- 
struccion de  la  ciudad  y  organizaron  a  1500  obreros  a  la  alcald/a  a 
protestar  los  Fondos  municipales  que  la  Asociacion  supuestamente  recibe. 
(Esta  alegacidn  es  Falso.) 

Sin  dejarse  intimidar  por  la  "oposici^n  racista  que  esta  uniendose  para 
destruir  nuestro  movimiento."  la  Asociacion  anuncio  que  organizaria  un 
piquete  para  el  lunes  10  de  Mayo  en  la  obra  de  la  construccion  del 
Madison  Park  High  School,  dondela  Asociacion  habia  estado  piqueteando 
a  la  corporacion  Perini  para  conseguir  el  5i3%  de  los  trahajos  para  obreros 
de  color.  El  piquete  incluyd  mas  de  20  residenles  del  South  End,  entre  los 
que  hahfan  un  numero  de  residentes  blancos  que  apoyan  a  la  Asociacion  y 
varies  miembros  electos  de  SEPAC  que  estaban  enfurecidos  por  el  ataque 
de  los  Marshalls  de  South  Boston  en  nuestro  vecindario. 

El  19  de  mayo,  200  obreros  de  la  construccicin  y  sus  simpatizantes 
desafiaron  una  fuerte  lluvia  para  llevar  a  cabo  un  mi'tin  cerca  de  la  obra 
de  Perini.  El  mflin  Fue  organizado  para  exigir  "trabajas  en  la  comunidad 
para  gente  de  la  comunidad"  y  para  conmemorar  el  cumpleanos  de 
Malcolm  X,  Antonio  Maceo  y  Ho  Chi  Min.  El  apoyo  de  la  comunidad 
hispana  de  Boston  y  del  vecindario  del  South  End  Fu^  notable. 


HI  ;iliu|iie  del  7  de  mayu  ocurrto 
(ionlrn  tie  la  cnsela  del  contralisia 
Vincent  Barlelta,  cuando  ^ste  se  en- 
oonlraba  negociando  con  miembros 
dt'.  la  A.soriacion.  Segun  el  portavoz 
lif  1,1  Asociacion  Harvard  Stephens, 
"1,1  [ciiniiin  fue'  interrumpida  por 
ilos  ri,'|ire.senlahtes  del  Concilio  de 
Oficios  de  construccion  (Building 
Trade.5  Council)  Chuck  Turner,  del 
Third  World  Clearinghouse  les 
piilin  que  se  fueran."  Otro  miembro 
lie  la  Asociacion  que  estaba 
presenle  ciijo  que  "hacia  el  final  de 
la  reunion.  Barlella  llamo  al  (llder 
.sinclicall  Cleary  y  le  Hijo  que 
'viniera  para  aca  y  Irajera  a  los 
grandes.'  " 

Auntjue  la  Asociai  ir'n  nn  td  ^.ihi'a 
en  eso  momenio,  iin  imiIcim  de 
Marsh,ill.s.  agentes  lif  nrum  ius  de 
1,1  llni(in.  y  ohrero.s  hlancDs,  os- 
l,d)an  i'sl,i(:i(inadns  cerca  de  la 
easel. I  es]ier,inrio  ordenes.  Pocos 
iniiiiiliis  ili'spue's  de  la  llamada 
'■le.ii\  enho  a  la  caseta  con  James 
Kell\ ,  li'ilei  de  ROAR,  segiiidos  por 
una  falantje  de  "grandes,"  mienlras 
mas  di^  cicn  esperaban  afiiera.  Una 


pelea  se  for  mo  (]ue  fue' 
rapidamenle  disuella  por  la  polici'a, 
que  "por  casualidad"  estaban  all!. 

Segt!in  Harvard  Stephens,  diez 
representantes  del  Concilio  de 
OFicios  se  metieron  en  la  caseta  de 
Barletta  y  empezaron  el  ataque 
ffsico  contra  los  que  participaban 
en  la  reunion.  AFuera  estaban  cerca 
de  75  obreros  de  la  unii^n  y  un 
numero  igual  de  Marshalls,  algunos 
de  ellos  con  bates  y  con  las  cha- 
quetas  rojas  oFiciales  que  usan 
bloqueando  las  salidas  de  la'caseta. 

ROAR  y  los  Ifderes  sindicales 
procedieron  entonces  a  culpar  en  la 
prensa  a  la  Asociacion  de  Obreros 
del  Tercer  Mundo  por  el  ataque,  in- 
sisliendo  que  la  Asociacion  estaba 
Iralando  de  destruir  la  unio'n  y 
lomar  nuestros  Irahajos.  En  pocas 
horas.  las  uniones  hahfan  claus- 
urado  loda  la  induslria  de  la  con- 
struccion en  Boston  y  marchaban  a 
la  alcaldia  donde  se  reunireon  con 
el  alcalde.  El  alcalde  prometio  in-' 
vestigar  la  violencia  que.  segun  los 
conl.  pg.  15 


La  comunidad  hispana  de  Boston  apoyan  a  los  tTabajadores  en  una 
demonstracion  ei  Dia  de  Malcolm  X. 


Trabajadores  y  amigos,  vigilados  por  la  policfa,  marchan  en  frente  de 
Madison  Park  High-May  10 


Mujeres  Tercermundistas  Se  Organizan  Para 
Apoyar  Trabajadores  De  Tercer  Mundo  Para 
Demandar  Justicia  Economica 

por  Khadhijah  Arkil 
Companeras  lalinoamericanas,  asiatica-americanas  y 
afroamericanas  que  son  esposas,  mujeres,  hermanas,  hijas  y  madres  de 
trabajadores  de  construccion  del  tercer  mundo  se  estan  organizando 
para  apoyar  la  Asociacion  de  Trabajadores  del  Tercer  Mundo,  que  ha 
estado  demostrando  en  varies  lugares  de  construccion  dentro  de  com- 
unidades  del  Tercer  Mundo,  para  demandar  una  parte  razonai^e  del 
dinero  que  entra  a  la  ciudad  de  Boston  para  construccion.  Nosolras 
creemos  que  las  demandas  de  la  Asociacion  de  Trabajadores  son  justas 
y  que  su  pelea  es  virtuosa. 

Estamos  en  el  proceso  de  junlar  mujeres  del  Tercer  Mundo  para 
reunirnos  a  planear  y  discutir  una  estralegia  para  empezar  el  proceso, 
no  solamente  de  educar  indias-americanas,  negras,  asiatica-americanas 
y  comunidades  hispanas,  pero  que  tambien  personas  blancas  que  nos 
apoyen  y  qire  este'n  demandando  derechos  humanos  para  todos. 
Los  propositos  primordiales  del  "Grupo  de  Apoyo  de  Mujeres"  son 

1.  Apoyar  la  Asociacion  de  Trabajadores  del  Tercer  Mundo  y  sus 
demandas  para  Irabajo  y  entrenamiento  para  trabajadores  del 
tercer  mundo  incluyendo  mujeres  y  una  parte  razonable  del 
"Pastel  Economico"  (para  obtener  aumentos  en  el  porcentaje  de 
trabajos  de  construccion  a  un  mi'nimo  de  50%  de  trabajadores  del 
Tercer  Mundo  en  obras  de  construccion  dentro  de  las  com- 
unidades del  Tercer  Mundo  y  30%  trabajadores  de  construccio'n 
tercermundistas  en  obras  de  construccion  a  traves  del  resto  de  la 
ciudad  de  Boston. 

2.  Educar  las  comunidades  alrededor  del  signiFicado  "estabilidad 
economica"  y  sobre  como  nuestras  demandas  para  trabajas  y  en- 
trenamiento (mas  especiFicamente  TRABAJOS  DE  CON- 
STRUCCION), se  relacionan  a  la  seguridad  economica  en  com- 
unidades tercermundistas. 

3.  Desarrollar  una  relaoion  con  grupos  que  no  son  tercermundistas  y 
con  individuos  que  apoyen  nuestra  causa  para  que  ellos  tengan  un 
mejor  entendimienio  de  nuestros  propositos  y  que  asf  puedan 
organizar  sus  comunidades  mas  especiFicamente  alrededor  de 
nuestras  metas  y  objetivos. 

4.  Educar  y  organizar  esludianles  y  juventud  del  Tercer  Mundo  en 
nuestras  comunidades  sobre  la  educacion  y  su  relacion  con  la 
ESTABILIDAD  ECONOMICA  en  nuestras  comunidades. 

El  Grupo  de  Mujeres  tambiln  se  dirigira'  especiFicamente  en  cosas 
que  preocupan  a  las  mujeres  tales  como  vivienda,  Bienestar  Piiblico 
Cortes  de  Servicios^Sociales,  etc.  y  como  estas  preocupaciones  se  deben 
todas  a  la  opresion  economica  por  la  maquinaria  polftica  en  esta' 
Ciudad.  Nosolros  entendemos  que  como  Mujeres  del  Tercer  Mundo  en- 
Frentamos  muchos  de  los  mismos  problemas  que  los  Trabajores  de  la 
Asociacion,  como  resultado  del  aumenio  en  la  crfsis  economica  y  las 
viejas  practicas  de  descriminacion. 

Habran  anuncios  publicos,  papeletas  y  cartas  que  saldran  a  la  com- 
unidad para  avisar  la  reuni6n  de  mujeres  del  Tercer  Mundo. 

Para  mas  inFormaoidn  y  apoyo,  por  Favor  sienlase  libre  de  llamar  a 
Khadhijah  Arkil  al  266-9662. 


Bicentenario : 

Commentario 
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by  Maria  Morrison 

SEPAC  Member 


Jwly  4,  1976 


Philadelphia 


District  10 

Hace  tiempo  que  lo  eslamos  viendo  venir  y  nhnra  pstn  llef^anclo:  El- 
BICENTENARIO.  No  se  lo  puede  percler  nadie.  ponpif  d  aire  (vsla  llono 
de  alabanzas  a  Ins  Eslados  Unidos.  Lo  estan  ijinlanilo  lodo  fie  rojo  a/iil  v 
bianco,  hasta  las  aceras.  De  niievo  estan  recscribiemto  la  hisloria  |)ara 
juslificar  que  es(a  sociedad  se  quedee  nomo  esla.  EI  Kobiorno  dc  Eslados 
Unidos  ha  invilndo  al  Papa,  a  la  reina  Isabel,  y  a  un  montnn  de  tileres  y 
verdugos  para  que  ven^jan  a  celebrar  los  200  anos  desde  que  se  Firmn  la 
Declaracion  de  Independencia, 

Con  el  ambiente  asi,  es  importanle  para  loda  la  clase  trahajadora.  snbre 
lodo  para  lus  indios.  afrnamericanos.  chinos  y  lalinoamericanns,  delener- 
nos  un  momenio  y  esludiar  bien  duro  lo  que  (^sta  pasandn.  ?Quf!  is  In  que 
se  esta  celebrando?  Aun  mas  imporlanle:  ?C(»mo  nos  va  a  afetilar  nl 
Bicentenario  a  nosolros? 

El  Bicentenario  es  una  celebracin'n  de  elogio  a  la  hisloria  de  los  Eslados 
Unidos^visla  desde  el  punto  de  vista  de  los  ricos  blannos  (|Un  conlrolan 
este  pais.  la  hurgues'a,  Segun  ellos,  la  hisloria  de  esle  pal's  rs  una  larga 
lisla  de  hazanas  heroicas  hechas  por  ellos  o  en  InicK's  i\r  cMds  ipic 
culminaron  al  este  pai's  converlirse  en  el  "baluartc  de  la  liluirlad.'"  >  en 
"la  lierra  de  la  oportunidad."  No  hay  mencion  de  lo  (|ue  hicieron  los 
trahajadores.  de  sus  luchas.  victorias  y  derrotas;  el  Te.rcer  Mundo  casi  no 
exisle. 

Que  son  los  hechos?  Este  pa's  fue  construido  sobre  tierra  robada  a  los 
indios,  a  los  (lue  mataron  o  forzaron  a  vivir  en  resorvacioni's, 
des[)ues  de  cienlns  de  anos  de  resistencia  y  guerra  oonlr,!  nn 
mucho  mejor  armado.  Una  vez  que  len'an  la  tierra.  necesilaban 
trabajase,  asi  que  secuestraron  a  millones  de  personas  en  Africa  v  Ins  Ira 
jeron  aqui  cnmo  eclavos  a  Irabajnr  y  a  nrear  la  base  de  la  ri(pic/.i  ilc  csh 
pais.  Cuandi)  necesitaron  mas  tierra  a-mediados  del  siglo  se  iiib.uiir 
mas  de  la  mitad  de  Mexico  y  pusieron  a  la  genie  dc  alii*  a  haiicr  c!  Irabaji 
sucio.  Se  hicieron  mas  ricos  y  el  pa's  empezt?  a  induslrializ.irsc,  asi  (pic 
empezaron  a  imporlar  mas  gente:  obreros  chinos  para  conslrnir  In.'- 
ferrocarriles;  obreros  europeos  para  a  vender  su  sudor 
A  finales  del  siglo  pasado  la  burgues'a  se  eslaba  haci 
y  necesitaba  expandir;  la  tierra  y  los  trahajadores  (pie  hab'an  a 
eran  suficiente,  as'que  salieron  a  explotar  el  resto  del  mundo  con  dominio 
imperialista.  Tomaron  a  Puerto  Rico  y  en  aftos  forzaron  a  millones  de  per- 
sonas a  venir  a  este  pai's  a  trabajar  en  los  peores  trabajos.  Hov.  los  im- 
perialistas  controlan  los  gobiernos  y  una  gran  parle  de  la  ritpieza  de 
decenas  de  paises  en  Asia,  Africa  y  la  America  I.atina  y  atraves  de  ellos 
controlan  y  explotan  a  cientos  de  millones  de  personas.  i.os  pueblos  siem- 
pre  han  resistido  y  han  luchado  hasta  ganar  su  iibertad.  El  ejemplo  de 
Cuba  en  la  America  Latina.  el  de  Angola  y  olros  paises  en  Africa,  y  sobre 


todo  el  de  los  Vietnnmitas  y  otros  (^n  Asia  son  prueba  (pic  la  lucha  \u)v  |,i 
Iibertad  se  puede  ganar,  tjue  a  ins  imperialislas  sc  les  dci  rnl.n 

Dentro  de  esle  pais  lamhi^-n  ha  habido  una  lucha  larga  \  cnusi.mlr  pni 
acabar  con  la  explolacion  y  la  opresit^n.  pero  esla  hisKui.i  la  li.ni  biiir,idii 
de  los  libros.  I.os  indios  recurrieron  a  la  gucrra  pa 
haber 
lucha; 


una  guerra  larga  y  sangrienia  jiara  arabar  con  la 
obreras  llenan  las  verd.idcr.is  |iaginas  dc  la  hisliiri.' 


hill,  la 


El  Bicentenario  es  una  mano  de  pintura  fresca  [)ara  lap 
nueslrci  hisloria.  Annque  hace  200  afios  esle  pa's  luchti  p.ira  III 
(huninacinn  colonial  brilanica.  Ins  principles  y  las  lihcrl 
Dcclaracion  dc  Independencia  [iroclania  nunc.i  sc  iliriuicn 
mayuria  dc  la  gcnte.  Nosnlros  lodos  hiv  inios  epic  hu  h.ir  di 
l(»ri<i  V  cada  petpicRo  dcrccho  que  g.inanios,  ?(',u, 


(Ka?  I.os  Estado 
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)|)r('siM' 


rrota  i|ue  sufrieron  cr 
re,  con  11  millones 
icndas,  nucsli  as  cs( 
cl  prc,:i„  ,1,.  I 
a  j^ai  ani  i/ar  ic  I, is  ; 
rcci'M  mas  a  l,i  gcnl 


I  Vic 


iS,  iiMcslras 
ninnMiIandii 
ancias  a 
-dinari.i, 

dcmcn- 


ihncas, 
1  ann  mas  ri 


peipicni 
cion  dc 

?Cual  cs  la  siluacion  dc 
Bicenlenario  a  poco  tiempo  i 
peste  lie  Watergate  aun  e 
desempleados.   con   nueslras  vivli 
ciudades  enteras  en  la  pudredumbn;.  ci 
conslantemente.  con  impu(?stos  dlscnad 
las  corporacitmes  gigantes  mienlras  emp 
cnn  los  fasi.islas  oTgani/andose  y  ganand 
l-'.l  Bici^nlcoario  esla  disenado  para  [)r(: 
tir.is  para  (|iu;  la  clasc  explotadora  puci 
plotacion,  Por  eso  es  esencial  (|ue  los  li 
jadores  Tercermundistas.  hagan  mas  que  (picdar 
espectaculo  con  desprecio.  Tenemos  ([Ut"  or.u.mi/, 
ilusitfn  de  la  clase  dominante  con  la"  realiilail  dc 
levanta  en  lucha.  Tenemos  (]ue  hacer  esln  con  la  ri 
una  manera  concienle  y  diciplinada. 

En  el  camino  podemos  levjinlar  la  conciencia  del  pa's  y  del  niimdo 
entero.  Podemos  mohilizar  a  muchos  trabajarorcs  y  desempleados  v  rctor- 
zar  nueslras  organizaciones  con  gente  nueva.  con  un  mas  .ilro  I'spi'i  ilu  dc 
lucha.  con  un  mejor  entendimientn  de  lo  (pic  Icncmos  (pic  haccr,  Y 
podemos  empezar  a  conslruir  la  unidad  que  nos  va  a  liac(;r  falla  para 
acabar  de  una  vez  con  la  o|ir(\si(in  del  hombre  por  el  h(md)rf'. 
EL  4  DE  lUUQ.  TODOS  PA'  FILADELFIA 


li.ul.. 


lire  IimIii  los  lrali,i- 
iri  lado  mirando  cl 
para  confronlar  la 
l,is(-  obri'ia  (|iu'  sc 
unidad  |)ijsjblc,  dc 


Obreros 
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lideres  de  la  unicin,  estaba  fomen- 
tando  la  agencia  Clearinghouse. 

La  Asociadtjn  fue  organizada  en 
Enero  por  obreros  negros,  hispanos 
y  asiaticos  que  estaban  fruslrados 
por  ser  excluidos  de  la  industria  de 
la  construccion.  En  la  rueda  de 
prensa  que  siguio  el  ataque  de  los 
Marshalls  del  7  de  mayo,  el  por- 
tavoz  de  la  Asociacion  Harvard 
Stephens  dijo  que  la  Asociacii^n 
continuara  su  lucha  por  tener  el 
50'/,  de  los  empleos  en  las  areas 
donde  los  tercermundistas  son  la 
mayon'a,  incluyendo  al  South  End. 
Roxbury.  Mission  Hill,  y  partes  de 
Dorchester,  y  e!  30%  en  obras  en  el 
reslo  de  Boston.  La  Asociacion  lam- 
bien  quiere  que  el  Third  World 
Jobs  Clearinghouse,  una  agencia  in- 
dependiente  a  la  Asociacion.  que 
recibe  fondos  de  la  ciudad.  sea 
reconocida  como  una  agencia  para 
colocar  y  entrener  obreros  tercer- 
mundistas junto  a  las  uniones. 

La  Asociacion  no  ha  recibido 
respuesta  del  alcalde  en  su  peticion 
para  que  se  aumenten  las  cuotas  de 
obreros  minoritarios  en  el  plan 
llamado  "accion  afirmativa." 
SEPAC,  como  comite  oficialmente 
electo  para  supervisar  renovacion 
urbana  en  el  South  End,  ha  votado 
un^nimemente  apoyar  la  cifra  del 
50%  de  obreros  minoritarios  en 
todo  el  trabajo  de  la  construccion 
en  el  South  End.  Hasta  la  Oficina 
de  Acci6n  Afirmativa  del  propio 
alcalde  apoya  las  cifras  del  30%  y  el 
50%. 


Concilio  Municipal 

En  olros  even  los  recientes.  el 
Concilio  Municipal  de  Boston  vote' 8 
a  0  con  una  abstencicin  (DiCara) 
qui'tarle  los  fondos  al  "Third  World 
[obs  Clearinghouse"  despue^s  de 
recibir  presion  de  las  uniones  y 
contralistas,  (El  Concilio  no  tiene 
ninguna  autoridad  para  quitarle  los 
fondos  a  la  agencia.) 

El  pasado  7  de  Junio,  la  Fuerza  de 
Tarea  de  la  Comunidad  sobre  la 
ConstruQccion  desafio  al  concilio 
minicipal  a  acabar  su  oposicidn  al 
programa  de  "Empleos  de  Boston 
para  gente  de  Boston,"  David  lee, 
presidente  de  la  Fuerza  de  Tarea, 
dijo  que  "Una  coalicion  de  grupos 
afroamericanos,  lalinoamericanos, 
y  asiaticos-americanos,  nuestra 
Fuerza  de  Tarea  ha  estado  a  la 
vanguardia  de  pedir  que  un  justo 
numero  de  empleos  en  la  construc- 
cion se  separen  para  los  residentes 
del  vecindario  donde  se  esta  con- 
struyendo."  Lee  citrf  como  ejemplo 
y  precedente  el  hecho  que  hasta  el 
Comite  Escolar  de  Boston  ha  endor- 
sado  este  concepto. 

La  Fuerza  de  Tarea  estima  que 
mas  de  75''/f  de  los  empleos  en  la 
construcci(3n  les  toca  a  residentes 
de  los  suburbios.  Tambien  le  han 
escrito  al  concilio  exigiendo  que  se 
haga  publica  una  lista  de  direc- 
ciones  de  los  miembros  de  la  union 
y  de  sus  represenlantes  en  el  Con- 
cilio de  Oficios  de  la  Construccio'n 
que  estan  actualmente  empleados 
en  obras  que  reciben  fondos  de  la 
ciudad.  Esto  sena  un  primer  paso 
en  consequir  "Empleos  en  Boston 
para  gente  de  Boston"  en  la  in- 
,  dustria  de  la  constmccirfn. 


Estacion^  de  servicios  pubhcos  en 
ROAR 

Third  World  Workers 
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City  Council:  Boston  Jobs  for 
Suburban  People? 

In  other  recent  developments,  the 
Boston  City  Council  recently  vated 
8  to  0.  with  one  abstention  (DiCara), 
lo  cut  off  funds  for  the  Third  World 
Jobs  Clearinghouse  after  pressure 
from  predominantly  white  con- 
struction unions  and  conlraclors. 
[The  City  Council  has  no  power  lo 
cut  off  funds  for  the  Clearing- 
house, however.) 

On  June  7,  the  Community  Task 
Force  on  Construction  Challenged 
the  City  Council  to  end  its  opposi* 
tion  to  the  Task  Force  program  of 
"Boston  Jobs  for  Boston  People." 
Task  Force  Chairperson  stated,  "As 
a  coalition  of  Black,  Hispanic, 
Asian  and  other  community  groups 
and  individuals  our  Task  Force  has 


Union  Park  St.:  sitio  del  ataque  per 


been  in  the  vanguard  of  a  growing 
number  of  Boston  residents  ad- 
vocating that  a  fair  share  of  Boston 
construction  jobs  be  set  aside  for 
the  people  who  live  in  the 
neighborhoods  where  construction 
is  going  on."  Lee  cited  the  recent 
endorsement  by  even  the  Boston 
School  Committee  of  the  Boston 
jobs  concept  as  precedent  for  the 
City  Council  lo  act. 

The  Task  Force  has  estimated 
that  over  75':'i  of  Ihe  construction 
workers  now  on  projects  in  the  City 
of  Boston  are  subul-hanites.  The 
Task  Force  has  written  the  Council 
asking  it  to  require  public  flis- 
closure  o  the  addresses  of  union 
members  and  their  Building  Trades 
Council  representatives  currenib' 
employed  on  City  construction  pro- 
jects as  a  first  slep  for  a  Boston  Jobs 
for  Boston  People  requirement  for 
,  construction. 
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Third  World  Workers  Win 
Community  Support 

Respond  to  ROAR  Invasion 
of  South  End 

by  Michael  Kane 

The  Third  World  Workers  Associalion  (TWWA)  and  communily  sup- 
porters continued  to  press  tor  a  fair  share  of  construction  jobs  for  Boston's 
workers  of  color  last  month  in  defiance  of  a  growing  counter  offensive 
from  segretionist  "aniibusing"  forces,  union  leaders,  contractors,  police, 
and  the  Boston  City  Council. 

The  racist  counleroffensive  began  on  the  morning  of  May  7.  when  over 
75  South  Boston  Marshalls.  the  para-military  arm  of  ROAR,  and  over  75 
while  conslruclion  workers  disrupted  a  meeting  among  four  representa- 
tives of  the  TWWA  and  the  Barletta  Company,  the  general  contractor  on 
the  BRA'S  pumping  station  project  on  Union  Park  Street  in  the  South  End. 

Later  in  the  day,  construction  union  leaders  closed  down  every  union 
construction  project  in  the  City  of  Boston  and  organized  1500  union 
workers  to  City  Hall  to  protest  alleged  (nonexistent)  City  funding  of 
TWWA. 

Community  Support 

Refusing  to  be  intimidated  by  "the  racist  opposition  which  has  closed 
ranks  to  crush  our  movement,"  TWWA  announced  it  would  picket  another 
construction  site  on  Monday,  May  10,  the  City-funded  Madison  Park  High 
complex  in  Lower  Roxbury,  where  TWWA  had  been  pressing  the  Perini 
Corporation  for  50%  of  the  jobs  for  workers  of  color.  The  picket  line  in- 
cluded over  20  South  End  residents,  including  a  number  of  white  sup- 
porters of  TWWA  and  several  elected  SEPAC  members,  who  were  out- 
raged by  the  South  Boston  Marshall's  attack  in  the  neighborhood. 

On  May  19,  200  minority  construction  workers  and  supporters  from  the 
Boston  area  braved  heavy  rain  to  rally  near  the  Madison  Park  High  School 
construction  site.  The  rally  was  organized  to  demand  "Community  jobs  for 
community  people"  and  to  commemorate  the  birthday  of  Black  liberation 
fighter  Malcolm  X.  Community  support  from  Boston's  Hispanic  communi- 
ty and  from  the  South  End  was  especially  evident  at  the  rally. 
Marshalls  Attack  on  Union  Park   crowded  into  the  Barletta  Company 


Boston's  Hispanic  community  join  in  support  of  workers  at  Malcolm  X 
Day  rally. 


represenlalion  on  construction  sites 
locntetl  in  predominantly  Third 
World  communities  (including  the 
South  End.  Roxbury,  Mission  Hill, 
and  parts  of  Dorchester|.  and  30"/, 
on  conslruclion  sites  elsewhere  in 
Buslon.  The  TWWA  also  wants  to 
have  the  Third  World  Conslruclion 
|ubs  Clearinghouse,  a  separate 
City-funded  referral  agency, 
recognized  as  the  job  placement 
and  training  agency  for  third  world 
workers  to  supplement  the  regular 
union  "hiring  halls." 


No  Reply  from  Mayor  White 
The  TWWA  has  received  no  reply 
from  the  Mayor  on  its  request  to  in- 
crease City  affirmative  action 
quotas.  As  the  officially-elected  ur- 
ban renewal  committee  which 
oversees  BRA  work  in  the  South 
End.  SEPAC  has  voted  unanimously 
to  support  the  50%  demand  for  con- 
struction work  in  the  South  End. 
The  Mayor's  own  Affirmative  Ac- 
tion Office  has  reportedly  also 
urged  that  the  Mayor  support  the 
50%-30%  standard, 
conl.  pg.  15 


Street 

The  M.-iy  7  allack  occurred  inside 
a  Irailer  where  four  members  of  the 
■rWWA  were  negulialing  with  Ihe 
i:iinlia<:lr)r,  Vincent  Barletla.  over 
minorily  reprcst^nlalion  al  Iho  site. 
Aci.urtlinji  Id  TWWA  spokesperson 
ll,irv,n-(l  Slcphens.  "The  meeting 
w.is  inl(.TrupU;d  liy  Iwo  represen-' 
iMlivcs  [rum  Ihe  Ruilding  Trades 
Cuuniiil.  Thiiv  wcri!  asked  lo  leave 
(In  Chunk  lurnrv  nf  Ihe  Third 
World  l.ilis  CliMringhuuse.]" 
AncilhrT  p. II  Ml  ip.inl  slated, 
"Tdw-iiiIs  Ihr  i  nil  III  111!'  mpniing 
liMiIrr  Bill! 


H,irlrll 
i:liMi\' 


hi 


!  Ih..  hlMVil'S.'  " 

TWWA  al  Ihe  lime, 
i.uie  up  of  Marshals.  ^Vhitr 
ss  agnnls  and  while 
iinnslriiclion   wnrkt?rs   from  iilher 
silrs  had  been  slaliont-il  .i  shorl  dis- 
lani:('  Irum  Ihe  trailer  he[t)re  Ihe 
nmcling  liegan.  A  few  minules  after 
Ihr  i:all,  Cleary  and  ROAR  leader 
[,um's  Ki'lh  hursi  into  Ihe  trailer 
IiiIIdwikI  b\'  .i  phalanx  of  "heavies" 
wliili'  iner  llin  more  sinnfi  oulside. 
,\  l  ighl  followed,  which  w.is  ipiickly 
li  r  1)  k  !■  n    II  p    b\'    p  ii  I  i  i;  v    w  h  o 
"h.ippenud"  In  he  then;. 
According  to  Harvard  Stephens, 


trailer  initiated  a  physical  attack  on 
black  participants  in  the  meeting. 
Outside,  more  than  75  white  union 
men  and  an  equal  number  of  South 
Boston  Marshalls,  some  of  whom 
were  carrying  baseball  bats  and 
were  wearing  their  official  red 
marshalls'  jackets,  blocked  Ihe  exit 
to  the  trailer. 

ROAR  and  union  leaders,  aided 
by  Ihe  new  media,  then  blamed 
TWWA  for  the  attack,  claiming 
TWWA  was  out  lo  "destroy  Ihe  un- 
ion and  lake  our  jobs."  Within 
hours,  Ihe  building  trades  unions 
had  shul  down  union  construction 
prnic'i;ls  Ihroughoul  Ihe  Cily  and 
m.iiiihpil,  I5lin  slrong.  on  Cily  Hall 
whiTr  lhi'\'  were  mel  by  Mayor 
The  MaN'or  promised  lo  in- 
sligale  allegations  of  violence 
which  Ihe  building  tradesmen  ac- 
cused Ihe  Clearinghouse  of  fomen- 


len  Building  Trades  representatives   fight   to  have 


50%  Goal 

The  TWWA  was  formed  last 
[anuary  by  Black,  Latin,  and  Asian 
workers  angered  by  their 
systemalic  exclusion  from  Ihe 
building  Irades.  Al  a  May  7  news 
conference  called  in  response  lo 
Ihe  Marshalls  allack.  Task  Force 
spokesperson  Harvard  Stephens 
id  Ihe  TWWA  will  continue  Iheir 


South  Enders  join  in  support  at  workers'  rally  on  Malcolm  X  Day. 


THIRD  WORLD 
WOMEN  ORGANIZE 

by  Khadijah  Arkil 

Latin  American,  Asian  American  and  Afro- American  Sisters  who  are 
the  wives,  women,  sisters,  daughters  and  mothers  of  Third  World 
Construction  workers  are  organizing  in  support  of  Ihe  Third  World 
Workers  Association  who  have  been  demonstrating  al  various  construc- 
tion sites  within  the  Third  World  Communities,  demanding  a  fair  share 
of  the  construction  dollars  coming  into  the  City  of  Boston.  We  believe 
that  the  demands  of  Ihe  Workers  Association  are  just  and  that  their 
fight  is  a  righteous  one. 

We  are  in  the  process  of  calling  together  Third  World  Women  for  a 
meeting  to  plan  and  discuss  a  strategy  to  begin  the  process  of  educating 
not  only  the  American  Indian,  Black,  Asian-American  and  Hispanic 
communities  but  also  white  people  who  support  us  and  are  demanding 
basic  human  rights  for  all. 

The  overall  goals  of  the  "Women  Support  Group"  will  primarily  be: 

1)  to  support  Ihe  Third  World  Workers  Association  in  Iheir  demands 
for  jobs  and  training  for  Third  World  Workers  including  women 
and  a  fair  share  of  the  "Economic  Pie"  (lo  have  the  present 
percentages  on  construction  jobs  raised  to  a  minimum  of  50% 
Third  World  Workers  on  construction  jobs  within  the  Third  World 
Communities  and  30%  Third  World  Workers  on  construction  jobs 
throughout  Ihe  rest  of  Ihe  City  of  Boston. 

2)  to  educate  our  communities  around  the  meaning  of  "economic 
stability"  and  how  our  demand  for  jobs  and  training  (more 
specifically  CONSTRUCTION  JOBS),  relate  to  the  economic 
security  of  Third  World  Communities. 

3)  to  develop  a  relationsihp  with  non-Third  World  groups  and  in 
dividuals  who  support  our  cause  so  that  they  have  a  belter  un. 
derstanding  of  our  goals  and  can  therefore  more  effectively 
organize  their  communities  around  our  goals  &  objectives. 

4)  educating  and  organizing  Third  World  students  and  the  youth  of 
our  communities  to  Ihe  relationship  between  education  and  the 
ECONOMIC  STABILITY  OF  OUR  COMMUNITIES. 

The  Women's  Group  will  also  be  addressing  specific  concerns  of 
women  such  as  housing,  AFDC,  Social  Service  Cutbacks,  etc.  and  how 
these  concerns  tie  in  with  the  overall  economic  oppression  by  the 
political  machinery  in  this  City. 

We  realize  that  as  Third  World  Women  we  face  many  of  Ihe  same 
problems  as  do  the  Workers  Associalion  as  a  result  of  the  ever  in. 
creasing  economic  crisis  and  the  age-old  practices  of  discrimination. 

There  will  be  public  announcements,  leaflets  and  mailing  going  out  lo 
the  communily  as  to  a  community  meeting  of  Third  World  Women. 

For  further  information  and/or  support,  please  feel  free  to  call  26B. 
9662.   '  


Tres  nuevos  parques  de  recreo 
en  el  South  End 


Peters  Park 
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nuevos.  I.os  pnr- 
inn  Derby,  Sparrow  \ 

(|IIC 


En  este  verano  el  Deporliimenh 
{In  P;iri|nR.s  y  Recreacir'n  alirirti  h c 
piir(]iies  j^ranth 

(jIHI.S  Sf 

Peters 

|,„:ali/,iil.i  rnlir  l.i  ,l^  rniil.i  Sli.m- 
miil  V  Calli'  VVashin,v;liin  \  rsl.i  I'vnw 
lie  las  (.alles  BiaillnnI  >■  VVallii.iin. 
Fl  par(jiie  Sparrow  cshi  liifiali/adii 
enlre  ia  VVi\sl  Newliin  \  Rnllanil 
Square,  cerca  fie  la  avenida  Cnlum- 
lius.  El  parque  Derby  eslil  enire  la 
a\'eni(la  Shawmul  y  caUe 
WashinfJion.  nerna  rie  la  Calle  Len- 
nox. 

Los  nuevas  parques  sumaran  un 
lolal  (le  IZ'/j  cuerdas  de  lerreno. 
(luplicaran  el  espacio  (le  parques 
en  el  South  End.  Duplicaran  tam- 
hien  el  mantenimienlo,  supervi- 
sion, y  [jropramas  que  la  cotn- 
unidad  necesila. 

Comunidad  responde  a 
los  cortes  de  presupuesto 

En  los  jirimeras  dias  de  mayo  el 
personal  de  SEPAC  recibio  senales 
de  la  pequena  Alcaldia  y  del 
Departamienlo  de  Parques  y 
Recreacion  que  indicaban  que  no 
hnhia  planes  de  aumenlar  el 
presupuesto  de  manlenimiento  de 
|[]5  par(|ues.  Dos  Irabajadores 
hispanos  rpie  ban  manlenido  bien 
cuidados  las  parques  Blackslnne  y 


l-'ranklin  Square  ha  hi  an 
suspnudidos  durante  el  ano.  il 


larijiies  >■  un  : 
■1  Soulh  End. 

I'SOUill 


;is  Irabajatiorrs  de 
l|)ervis(»r  para  lodo 


I"' 


SEPAC  ha  ( 
\uv.  un  niinimo  de  ilo 


linh) 

Irabajadores  seran  neri'sarios  pai.i 
[jroveer  inanlenimienln  .tdci  iiailn  \ 
bucna  supervision  [)ara  los  Ires 
p,iri[ui's  nuevfis.  En  repuesia  a  esla 
piciifaipaeion  de  la  comunidad. 
SEPAC  \'  varies  residenles  del 
Soulh  End  tuvieron  una  reunion  en 
la  estaiela  Blackslnne  el  dia  fi  de 
Mayo  197r).  Represenlanles  de 
varies  parques  y  areas  de  recrea- 
cion del  Soulh  End  recopilaron  una 
lista  complela  de  peticiones  y 
recomendaciones  enfocando  como 
alia  prioridad  el  mantenimien  el  de 
lodos  los  j)arques. 

Reuniones  Sobre  los 
Parques  del  South  End 

El  marles  18  de  Mayo  197fi  se 
llevo  a  cabo  una  reunion 
auspiciada  por  los  miembros  de 
SEPAC.  Patricia  Quinlana  presidio 
la  reunion.  La  reunion  fue  con- 
currida  por  rtias  de  cincuenta  per- 
sonas  representando  cada  parque 
del  area.  El  comisionado  de  Par- 
(pies  y  Recreacion,  el  Sr.  Peter 
conl.  pg.lO 


•  Ri; 


l<i  si 


El  Comisionado  Meade 
se  Compromete  a 
Reparar  Parques 

Si  va  a  haber  un  progroma  de  verano  en  los  parques  del  South  End, 
cierlas  cosfls  tienen  que  pasor.  Yo  no  me  esperobo  que  hicieron 
promesos,  pero  antes  que  comience  el  progroma  el  verano,  antes  que  se 
abron  los  parques.  yo  creo  que  el  Comisionado  de  Parques,  Meade, 
liene  que  hacer  su  trab/o  y  resolver  cierlas  necesidades  de  la  com- 
unidad." Tony  Armslrong,  Director  de  Recreacion,  Inquilinos  Boricuos 
en  Accion,  (IBA) 

Reparaciones  Especificas 

1.  En  la  esquina  de  laz  calles  Tremont  y  West  Canton 

Verjas  y  abono  seran  provislas  a  traves  del  "Tro^ram 
el  Departamienlo  de  Parques  y  Recreacion  pro\  ei'rii 
la  comunidad  obliene  la  inslalacion  debida  para  el 
como  columpios,  etc. 

2.  En  el  336  de  la  Avenida  Shawmut 
El  Deparlamienio  de  Parques  y  Recreacion  lie  la 

antes  de  un  mes,  equipo  pesado  para  remover  t-oc:as  ( 
el  lerreno  de  manera  que  se  pueda  inslalar  el  Ki|ui|n 

3.  El  parque  O'Day 

La  ciudad  ha  acordado:  repara  los  indoros,  los  sistemas  de  re;;ader, 
de  afiua,  reparar  las  luces  de  los  edificios,  reparar  los  columpios 
chorreras.  Ademas.  acordo  poner  maleriales  suave 
columpios  y  reparar  la  casela  immfdialcinii'uir  [laia 
usadas  en  el  verano.  Olorjiaran  lamliien  on  i.onii.ilo 
cancha  de  basquetbol  para  el  verano  i|ue  viene.  (No 
este  verano.] 

El  Parque  Carter 

1.  Investigara  las  instalaciones  de  los  inodoros  en  el  local. 

2.  El  comisionado  Meade'ha  acordado  caminar  por  el  partpie,  para 
delerminar  lo  que  se  va  a  hacer  con  el  campo  de  U^nis  y  la  verja. 

:i.  Eddie  judge  eslara  encargado  de  pimer  el  ajjua 

4.  Las  luces  seran  reparadas  y  eslaran  enceniliclas  saLimenli!  duranle 
horas  de  la  noche. 

La  concha  de  baloncesto  de  Carleton  St. 

El  aro  de  bancolesto  que  han  quilado  .sera  repueslo  deniro  lie  un,i 
semana. 

Espacio  para  el  centro  de  jardines  del  Harbor  Light 
Center 

Estiercol  y  una  cerca  se  proveeran  hajo  el  programa  de  "Revival' 

Promesas  Generales 

Quince  Irabajadores  v  un  supervisor  seran  asijjnados  para  cudrir  las 
parques  del  South  End  durante  el  verano  1976.  La  sisuienle  orden.  para 
colocar  Irabajadores  fue  anunciada  para  el  comisionado  Meaile:  Ires 
Irabajadores  para  el  parque  de  juegos  de  Derby,  dos  Irabajadores  para 
el  parque  Peters  v  un  Irabajador  para  Sparrow,  uno  para  el  Eranklin 
Square,  uno  para  ia  Blackstone,  uno  para  el  O'Day.  uno  para  Ratch.  ano 
para  Carter.  El  resto  de  la  cuadrilla  cubrira  los  demas  partpies  de 
recreacion  del  South  End.  ,  — '■  '■  
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SUPPLEMENTO  DE  VERANO  DEL  SOUTH  END 


CALENDARIO  COMUNAL 


Pecina  para  ninos  en  Cathedral— 
vacia.  ^Tendra  aqua  este  verano? 

Campode  Veran 

Centra  Comunitario 
Cooper 

Ciiinpii  liiiiinii  (|)or  el  clui| 
|)i,rii  nif"!'.  'I'  ^  I  I-  nhos.  julii)  y 
ii^DSln  ri'i  Sli.iumul  AvRniK!. 
ndofuno:  445-lfi1.'i. 

Cqb  de  Niflos  del 
Salvation  Army 

Cinipii  Wiindnrlantl,  iShnron. 
MA  P.i!:i  rcsidiinlt's  (le  Boslun  Rn- 
l\r  I,  s  .mI.hI,  y  11  afjos.  Ttks 

|h'i  ,/i,lrj ,  ilr  I  .iiii|];ini('nlo  nocliirnd 
(HcniH.h.l: 

liiliii  \9 

AgDslii  2 
AlilJSln  Mi 

I, OS  |i.hIi  i  s  ill  iiri;  irner  el  pn^o  y 
pnn;t)ii  iid  his  i'llailn.s  (\c  Ids  ninns 
(•n  nmnn^nlo  en  tpio  \'Rngon  ii 
1 1  r-  rKi  r  la  a  p  I  i  c  n  (;  i  o  n  .  H  il  y 
pn.siliilidad  (le  nefinciiir  conm  pn^"- 

Cliili  cIh  Ninos  (lei  Sniilh  End 
1511(1  Washinslon  Sl- 
hincs  a  viornes  9-:):3n  PM 

Campamenfos  Andover, 
Walaren  y  Guild 

|||    lanii   Winisipl.mi  M.rrililh 

NMI,   i|  s  pii.pi  iiil   N  rsi:, 

ilniinisladn  |hii'  cI  Missiiiiiiii  \ 

Sitcii'ly"  y  aiispi(  iiuin  en  cimjunln 
pin  "l':pisi:np,il  (alv  Missitm"  V 
■■KIlis  Mri.ilii.il  i:,.nlor." 

I  iiiiiii  II   I  r   |iiii  I'l.dds  rlo  cnin- 

Hi,i  I.)  al  ■;- 

Ajjiisln  HI  al  L'4 

I'ara  mas  infiirmacinn  llainn  a! 
Iid(d'cin(i  742-H8;«l. 

SNAP:  Campo  Diruno, 
Norwell 

(Oralis  para  niniis  del  Soulh  Knd, 
enlre  las  r.liidrs  de  fi  a  9  niios,  Se 
piMivec  I  l  ansjinrlacion  rliaria 
I-'et:llas  lenlali\as  sun:  |nliii  12  a 
AhosIii  u  CiininnHpiese  rain  F-lmei 
I'reem.in  en  SNAP,  snj  Ciihimhiis 
Avenui'i  2li7.74nn.  exi,  41. 

USES:  Campo  Hale 

Para  ninns  entre  7  y  14  anos.  Kn- 
Irr  \  4  scm.mds  durante  los  mcbes 
i!''  [iinio,  liilin  y  Agoslo.  Es[iac:iri 
liniil.ulo  para  ninns.  Las  ciinla.s 
seriin  en  proporinon  con  las  en 
tratlas,  Comunrquese  con  jane 
Walsh,  USES.  564  Columbus 
Avenue.  536-8610.  ext.  131. 


Natacion  de  Verano 

Piscina  del  "City 
Hospital" 

I,. I  iii.scina  drl  ( I  liis|iiLil  csla 

ln..,.li/,ul,l  -n  el  .iMM  JrlrMC.M.inn: 

par, I  l-.^^ar  alia  va  al  :iri  iU-  la 
f:all.'  Nurlhamiilnn  sp  hmia  rl 
clcv-adnr  a  I  t;Marl(i  (41  h)  [lisn  I'n 
cliindc  nsia  el  area  de  rccrcaiiii'in 
l.ns  r<!sifl(!nt»!s  del  Soiidi  Knd  y  Ins 
.■iiiplcadds  did  City  l[n.s|iilal  \  (Ifd 
I  Iniv'iTsily  Mnspilal  iiiifdim  usar 
las  raf:ilida(los  i]r  irr.rcaci^n  (qiu; 
inrduM^n  pisi:ina,  salon  de  id'^r- 
cirans  \-  r.nnf.'ll.is  lie  i.alnni.cn hi  \'  ilr 
haliinniann  |handl)all|  pat>and(i  una 
ciiiila  fli'  sr.. no  irn'n.suali's  a  SS>(\ 
t;,iil.i  ipii'    nsan    id    .irca-    I. a 

pi.s(,jna  I'sia  dispiinilde  tU^  hini!.s  a 
vi(M  n.-.s  ill!  «  AM  al  1(1:30  PM,  lodas 
las  rdatlf^s.  masculinit  y  feminino. 

Escuela  Comunitaria 
Blackstone 

La  prsiiina  sp  \'a  .!  Ilenar.  Llame  a 
KnlHM  I  Sij-nrin,  s  1 1  piM' v  i  si  1 1  rl^l 
(AMin.isin,  ,1     l-Jndidlii,  Cfuir- 

din.iilnr  Adminislralivo  a  la  I'scuela 
(2(i:'-:!Tin|  nnlre  las  2100  y  las  10:00 
PM  I'ara  ninsequir  el  hnrarin  y  ntra 
inf  nrmar.ion. 


La  Escuela  Blackstone 

I  Isa  las  ranilidad.'s  do  la  csrar-da 
p.ir,i  '■\  roliiN  dp  la  cniniinidarl, 
p^^^^l  .itrias  \  [■cta  iMia'i'Hi,  (liiV'-rnarla 
pnr  nil  cnnspin  dp  l),is(?  cnnmnharin 
I.I  cMiiipla  psia  disponiLIci  en  las 
lardi'S  \'  pii  las  noches. 

Las  Lii  iliiladi's  (le  recreacion  in- 
irliiyiMi  tin  jiiinn.isio  eqiiipado  con  j 
una  pisia  do  carreras  y  cancha.s  de  j 
haliincesto.  nbier  piimordialmente 
a  jirupos  lie  residenles  dol  Smith 
Knd.  a  nrj^anizacinnps  nn  lutaalivas 
y  a  111  [ins  sin  aceso  a  nl  ras 
faciliiladcs.  I.ns  i^rupo.s  inlinnsadns 
ili'bcn  iin  represenlanti;  al  comile 
i\v  proj^rania  para  trahajar  los 
ii(!lalf;.s.  Rl  auHilnrin,  rd  ( iia!  sienla 
;)00  [)Rrsonas.  psI  1  di-.pnmhli?  a 
r)r,i;anizacinnes  im  Im  i,ili\,is  para 
[irnvpr(„sa<:nrlnpl,,/M 

l.niniini.inpsp  r.m  Rudolf. . 
'^'di  i,uiH  /.,  Lsi  iip|,i  (  ainiunilaria 
Hiackslonp.  2fi2-2190.  luilro  las  2  PM 
y  las  in  PM, 


Escuela  Blackstone 

Rl  consejo  de  la  nsruela  com- 
iinihiria  Blackstone  en  c(ioperacion 
i:nn  ("laudnlln  Yonnj;.  Siipervisora 
dp  I'riif^rama,  y  Rodnlff)  Rodrisiiez. 
( ainnlinailnr  Administralivo  hnn 
dfisarrcdlado  p1  sij^iiienle  hnrario  tie 
vprnnp  [tara  los  residenle.s  del  So. 
Knd. 
tunes 

2-  4  PM  "Afifi  on  Stage" 

[seminarios  He  tealro  para 
ancianns) 
4-fi  PM  " C ra  f  Is    and  Caravan 
Workshops" 

(ensenahza  a  jovenes  de 
conio  hareff  Irabajos  de  ar- 
tis4inia  para  vender] 
7-f)  PM  Espanol  Conversacional 
hasico  y  Educacinn  al  Con- 
siimiflor 

Maries 

;i-fi  PM  Seminarios   de   Arte  ))ara 
jovenes 

7-9  PM  Kspaiiol  Conversacional 
Inlermedio  y  Avanzado 

Miercoles 

3-  4  PM  "Age  on  Sla^»e"' 

4-  fi  PM  (5ininasia  para  ninos  de 

eiWid  pre-est:olar 
7-0  PM  Espaii{>!  C^onversacional 
Masico 

Jueves 

2-  4  PM  "Age  on  Slage" 

3-  4;  13  PfMreylo  -  Clases  de  Baile 
~-0  PM  Proyeclos   de  Vivienda: 

llerfMrhos  de  los  Inquilinos 
jsi-minarios   en  vivienda 
puhlical    Espanol  Conver- 
sacional   Inlermedio  y 
Avanzado 

Viernes 

•tanSOtf 'Babajende"'  clases  de  baile 

Los  residentes  del  South  End 
pueden  registrarse  gratis  para  estos 
curses.  Otros  cursos  seran  ofrecidos 
durante  la  sesion  de  Julio  1  a  Agosto 
30. 

Nota:  Semana  de  Educacion  a 
nivel  de  Profesion  jovenes 
y  adultos  jovenes  invitados 
Communiquese  con 
R  o  d  o  1  r  o  Rodriguez. 
Escuela  Blackslon.  262- 
2190  entre  las  2-10  PM. 


Horario  de  Peliculas  Para 
Ninos  En  La  Biblioteca 
Multi-BilingUe  (en  Castle 
Square)  Verano  1976. 


Junio  14 


Los  Tres  Ladrones 
Zonlogico  de  Animates 
de  Nuestros  Libros  De 
Historia 

El  PequefTo  Marinero 
Flecha  al  Sol 


Junio  21 


La  Buena  Suerte  de  Toni 
Los  Mfisicos  del  Pueblo 
EI   Reinado  del  Pan  de 
Gengibre 

El  Conejo  Monoso  y  Como 
se  le  pusieron  las  orejas 
largas. 


Junio  28  < 

Arena 

El  Patito  Feo 
Algun  dia 
Rumpelslillskin 

2 

Siete  patitos  pe(|uenos 
La  luna  viene  a  banarse 
Carta  a  Amy 

"Litterbug"  (Alguien  cjue 
tira  basura  en  vias 
publicas] 

} 

El  peqiiefio  gallo  que  hace 
que  el  sol  saiga 
Este  es  Nueva  York 
Los  Tres  Ladrones 
Tommy  y  Dee  Dee 

6 

Hansel  y  Grelel 
Simpatica  de  la  noche 
Madeline 

Agosto  2 

Pequeno   azul   y  pequeno 

Amarillo 

Sopa  de  Piedra 

EI  libro  de  Cumpleaiios  de 

jenny 

Agosto  9 

Lorax 

Pequeno  rayo  de  sol 
El  peipieno  Sastre  Galantc 
Librerfa  Multilinglie  Calle  Tremnnt 
J496  Boston.  Mass,  426-0963  


Julio  12 


Julio  19 


Julio  26 


Jardines  Victoria 

Los  residenles  del  South  End 
pueden  disfrutar  de  la  horticidtiira 
este  verano  firmando  para  nn  lole 
rie  jardinerfa  en  los  jardines  Vic- 
toria en  ia  esquina  de  las  callcs 
Berkeley  v  Tremont.  Solo  lienc  que 
pagar  $1.00  por  el  lote.  Este  lole 
vacio  ha  sido  limpiado  por  vecinos 
de  8  calles  v  del  proyccto  Castle 
Square,  los  cuales  lo  ban  hecho 
ideal  para  plantar  en  cl  verano. 
Este  seguio  de  comuni, corse  con  la 
ReqiiefHa  Alcandia. 

W  Newton  Street  (267-40101;  In- 
quilinos Baricinas  en  Accion,  405 
Sbawmiit  Avenue  (262-1342): 
SEPAC  374  Columbus  Ave.  (262- 
4318)  para  mas  informacifin. 


Porque  de  recreo  para  niho§— Cathedral 


Dertiy  Park 


West  Indian  Celebracion 


EXIBICIONES 
GALERIA  PRINCIPAL 

■' Arlefaetos  de  las  aniillas,"  idijetiis  de  varies 
islas.  Cnrador:Pnlt\'  Spt^nra- 
"Arle  de  Ninos."  Arm  do  Ninns  anlillanns  en 
el  area  de  Bn.slnn.  Curndiir:  Flaine  Wiinii, 
■■ARTE  OF.  l.AS  INDIAS"  piefas  de  .ni.' 
creadas  pnr  artislas  anlillanus  n  di-  deeenden- 
ci.T  iintiUano  en  el  f\vci\  d,;  Hnslnn. 
"Islas  en  nl  Snl, '  Vislas  ile  las  islas. 
Curadnr;  F.laine  Wcinjj 

CONFERENCIAS 

DuminHo  h  ili>  |unin 
Kscunla  nlai:kslnii,  ;Ul()  A\  p.  Shawinnt.  3  PM  a 
n  PM  Inseph  PidlpliiT.  Ki  .innMifa  I-"ranz  Minu- 
l\';   Magi  a   Np.gra:   'I'nny   Martin.  Marcus 
Garvey:  Ken  l.oflman.  Kducacinn  \  Indnstria 

Martos  22  de  Junio 


Ali  .dd'a  do  Boston.  7  PM  a  H:30  PM. 
(^ailher  (Escuela  de  Bellas  Arties  df> 
Lnvvis),  Show  do  Transpan-iicl.is  snhrr- 
antiliano. 


Para  ohtener  inlormacifin  sobro 
evonlos  (pie  no  estiin  en  nslo  calen- 
darin  llame  a  ARTSLINE  261-1660. 


Barrv 
HI  ma 


ACTIVIDADES 

.Sahadd  12  de  Jnnin 

Festival  de  las  Indies  Occidenlales.  I'ranklin 
Park  lalras  del  eslailie  Whili'l  4  PM  a  111  PM 
Kl  Aiie  del  Haile  Ni'Krii.  |aniaii:a  Way. 
Allianee  1-eininine,  Aire  Comliii.  lianda  de 
Aeerii  did  Teri.ei'  Mnnde.  lainliila,  ex- 
illieiiines.  arles  y  arlesanas. 
Dnrniii^in  Kl  de  lunio 

Torneo  de  Fillhol  (balonpie)  I'ranklin  Fi(dd, 
Aves.  Tallml  y  nine  Mill.  :l:im  PM.  I.ns  I'lpiipns 
(;st^n  por  <Ielerniiiiarse 
Vicjrnes  111  de  jnnin 

NOCllK  OF  DlSCd  DK  HV.C.C,  i\K 
|AM AQUINO.  Ilarriel  Tubman  llmise.  r>H(i 
Avi!.  tlolomlms  9  PM  a  1  AM.  con  l.loyd 
Filwards  |el  Dr.  ,Sonl|.  para  mas  inf(M  inarai'in 
llame  al  2fi1-1fifin. 
Salindo  19  de  |iinion 

DHCIMn  nAIl.F  ANHAl.  DV.  PI(IMA\'FRA. 
|nlK  I  I  lends  Sneial  Clilh  de  las  liidias  Oc- 
enli'MLilc'S  (iran  Salon  del  lliilel  Bradford. 
27r<  Calle  Tremonl.  Hui;h  I  lendrieks  v  los 
Bucaneros.  directo  de  |am.iiia  Para  eiinse- 
flilir  bolelas  n  mas  informaeion  ll.ime  a  Amos 
Williams.  2fifi-2797. 
Oominjio.  2n  Jiinio 

"MicMltras  mas  dnro  vengan"  (The  Harder 
They    Come)    audilorio   de    la  (!S(:liela 
Blackslone.  .180  Ave.  ShawmnI,  A  las  2  PM  Y  A 
I,OS  V.  PM. 
Vinrnes.  2^  de  junio 

Bacanal  Caribeflo.  Esmiela  de  Bellas  Aries  (In 
Elma  Lewis,  122  Elm  Hill  Ave..  Roxbnry.  De  9 
PM  a  4  AM.  Dos  exihioiones  de  Baile.  handa 
hailiana.  lianda  (le  Restiae.  Banda  de  acero. 
Comidas  v  bebidas  carihenas.  Preeio:  $5.0(1. 


Inquilinos  de  la  Pembroke  se  mudaran  a  apartamenlos  nuevos 
cuando  Viviendas  la  Victoria  se  complete. 


Numero  de  Cuartos  Dormitorios  y  Rentas 


Viviendas  Vic. 

[     Concord  Hookas 

Franklin  Sq. 

Total 

Proyecto  (Ftintilias) 

AnciiHujs 

Suliini.  Ancianos 

OCD 

1 1 

51 

B2 

1  CD 

52 

HO 

(i4 

121 

317 

2  CD 

64 

7 

20 

21 

112 

3  CD 

24 

8 

32 

4  CD 

2G 

28 

5  CD 

0 

6  CD 

4 

4 

Total 

181 

B7 

94 

193 

555 

#Renta  baja 

72 

H7 

2  1 

1<13 

#Renta 

moderada 

109 

0 

73 

g 

Las  Rentas  Moderadas*  son: 

OCD      1  CD 
Wl  $1B0  $206 


Concord  H. 
Franklin  Sq. 


235 


2CD 
$244 
295 


3  CD 
$278 
515 


4  CD 
$316 
536 


6CD 
$316 


(Completamente  "Section  8":  en  este  programa  los  de 
ingreso  bajo  y  los  de  ingreso  medio  pueden  qualificar; 
ningiin  inguilino  — sea  de  de  ingreso  medio  o  bajo— page 
mas  de  25%  de  su  ingreso  por  renta.) 


*Las  rentas  incluyen  luz,  gas,  caliente. 


Nuevos  Porques 

intinuu  (/(-■  n 
lead,.,  V  .•( 


cantinuu  (/(-■  n.  7 
Mcadi.,  y  I'l  i:a|ialaz  l-.ililic 


s.il  llMliih 
N'li.maii  ili'l  (BKAI  y  el  ilin-iilor  ilc- 
1.1  |)ri|iii'na  ali:al(iia  liiiMiin  in- 
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Ann  Hershfang,  partavoz  para  el 
South  End  del  comite  de  parques, 
comento  que  "un  grupo  de  la  com- 
unidad  nos  hemas  estado  reunien- 
do  con  Carlos  Diaz  el  gerente  de  la 
pequena  alcaldia  y  gentes  de  par- 
ques y  recreacion  para  un  periodo 
de  dos  anos." 

"Memos  sido  muy  persistentes  en 
luchar  para  conseguir  gente 
adicional  para  el  mantenimiento  de 
los  nuevas  parques." 

"La  reunion  del  18  de  mayo  con  el 
comisionado  IVIeade  fue  my  produc- 
liva  asi  como  repuesta  a  nuestras 
peticiones  para  mas  mantenimien- 
to, personal  y  equipo.  SEPAC  hizo 
un  Irabajo  superior  en  organizar  y 
delallar  las  cosas  necesarias.  La 
Pequena  Alcaldia  ayudo  mucho 
apoyando  nuestras  peticiones. 
Esperamos  que  esta  cooperacion 
nos  traiga  buenas  resultados." 


Mil 

Camiones  de  Tierra 

Durante  el  mes  pasado.  Charlotte  Kahn,  representante  de  SEPAC,  ha 
estado   coordinando   e   inspirando   cooperacion   con   un  ingenioso 
r  programo  de  verano  para  jardines  y  hortaiizas  en  nuestra  comunidad. 
I  EJ  programa  incluye:  talieres  de  destreza  en  carpinteria  y  ogricu/turo. 
™  un  programo  de  entrenamiento  para  crear  buena  (ierro  basandose  en 
z  estiercol  y  disperdicios  vegetables,  para  consfruir  obonadores  de 
madera.  v  hortaiizas  elevadas,  para  cultivar  y  propogor  plantas  v 
vegetobies  con  semiilas,  refonos,  o  injertos.  Tambien  se  consfruira  uno 
loma  de  abono  en  el  South  End  y  un  "banco  de  herromientos"  que  se 
pvedan  prestar. 


Andy  Brilliant 


por  Charlotte  Kahn 

Representante  del  SEPAC    Distrito  1 

l,r)S  muchiichos  dt'l  Sntilh  End  Rsliin  ri'iilmiMilc  rnlusiii.sniiuhi.s  r;(in  hi 
iflofi  {!(^  hiicor  jiirrlines;  en  esle  momi'nio  miichos  ilc  fllii.'^  r.slan  ciryicn- 
(\n      un  liido  a  oirn  sembrando  semilhis  de  riiijiinns. 

Estos  muchachos  necesitas  programas  organizados  (sin  mencionar 
buena  tierra  y  herramienlras)  y  e!  apoyo  de  la  comunidad.  Por  eso,  el 
apoyo  que  ban  recibido  ha  sido  casi  abrumadar.  En  un  esfuerzo  de 
cooperacion  sin  precedentes,  el  MDC,  BRA,  SEPAC,  Mel  King  y  la 
Guardia  Nacional  estan  Irabajando  juntas  para  traer  una  enorme  can- 
tidad  de  tierra  al  South  End  para  las  parques  y  jardines. 

Tniin  (il  miindo  a  esladn  mas  que  dispuesUi  an  ofrecer  siis  ,snrvi(:i{),s,  In 
i:Mal  rsno  qun  .son  huenas  nuovas  en  nonlraste  con  las  mains  nolicias  f|iu' 
licmos  (!stad()  oyendo.  Eslamos  escriliiendo  propiiestns  para  lraliaj.n,s  (1(; 
verano  y  jardines  para  las  resirlentes  de  la  comunidad.  La  Asociar.ion 
de  Trabajnclores  de  Tercera  Mundo  y  la  Asociacion  de  Conlralislas 
ayudaran  colcando  y  enlrenando  trahajadores.  Si  la  lierra  Ih^ga,  y  las 
propueslas  son  aceptadas  tal  vez  nos  sorprnnderan  los  resullados  a 
lodos  nosolros.  Yo  pienso  que  dehemos  demonslrale  al  reslo  de  la  civ- 
dad  que  una  comunidad  mulli  etnica  y  mulli  cultural  no  es  salamente 
viable,  si  no  que  lambien  es  maravillosa. 
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Northampton  Street  F.H.A.  Housing:  Tenants  Face  Foreclosure 


Side  wall  of  Hanson  St.  Clarke  residence  buckles  due  to  absence  of 
neighboring  building  and  pressure  from  tot-lot  dirt. 


SEPAC  Launches  Homeowner 
and  Tenant  Campaigns 


F.H^  TENANTS  CONFERENCE 

Saturday,  Oct  23, 1976 

at  the  Blackstone  Sq.  Community  School, 

ShawmutAve. 
9M)ajn.-8KI0p.m. 

sponsored  by  the  SEPAC  Tenant  Committee 

See  p.  3  for  Conference  Information 


TAX  ASSESSMENT  AND  ABATEMENT 
MEETING 

Tuesday,  Oct  26, 1976 

at  the  Mackey  School,  Wanen  Ave. 
7:30  pjn. 

sponsored  by  the  SEPAC  Homeowner  Committee 
For  Share  Representatives  Wn  Be  Present 
See  Centerfold  for  Tax  bifbnnation  pp.  10-11 


ADENTRO  EN  ESPANOL 

IMotacias  para  Inquilinos  p.  12 
Landsmark  Reporta  a  la  Comunklad  p.  13 
Calendario  Comunal  p.  15 


INSIDE 

Oct.  23  F.H.A.  Conference  p.  3 
South  Cove  Tunnel  p.  7 
SideWalsp.4 


pp.  17-18 
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NEIGHBORHOOD  NOTES 


by  Elizabeth  Rice 


The  smell  of  the  salt  water  is  a 
common  reminder  of  the  South 
End's  proximity  to  the  ocean.  But 
numbers  of  South  Enders  suffer  the 
odors,  health  hazards,  and  property 
damage  of  sewer  and  tide-water 
hack-up  each  lime  the  Albany 
Streft  tide-gale  jams  open.  Then, 
the  /  Ilantic  Ocean  swirls  along 
with  Back  Bay  and  South  End 
sewage  right  into  classrooms,  living 
rooms,  businesses,  and  basements. 

Fr.  Wendell  Verrill  of  Holy  Cross 
Cathedral  reports  thai  the  base- 
ment of  the  Cathedral,  the  Day 
Care  Center,  the  Rectory,  and  the 
Spanish  Center  are  frequently 
flooded.  "The  church  is  only  two 
blocks  away  from  the  flood  gate. 
The  authorities  really  don't  know 
why  we've  been  flooded  six  times 
this  summer  alone.  When  we're 
flooded,  we  have  to  move  the  whole 
day-care  program  —  tables,  chairs, 
toys,  arts  and  crafts  materials,  file 
cabinets,  and  the  rest.  It's  always  a 
day  or  two  before  we  can  clean  up 
and  gel  rolling  again,  It's  an  adven- 
ture for  the  children,  but  an  in- 
credible inconvenience  for  thr- 
staff.  The  flooding  is  a  serious 
health  hazard." 

The  South  End's  sewer  drains  an 
not  separate  from  the  storm  drains 
And  the  old  pipes  are  worn  out. 
Replacing  the  sewers  will  be  a 
multi-million  dollar  project.  When 
the  lide-gate  works,  the  city's  waste 
accumulates  behind  the  Albany 
Street  gate  and  then  departs  with 
the  oul-going  tide  lo  Fori  Point 
Channel.  But  when  the  gate  doesn't 
work,  or  when  a  Northeaster  adds 
to  the  trouble,  it's  quite  a  different 
story.  "The  flooding  in  our 
basements  has  been  a  problem  for  a 
long  time,"  slates  Sally  Newdick,  an 
Upton  Si.  resident.  "Each  time,  our 
living  room  becomes  unin- 
habitable. In  the  past  two  years 
alone,  we  have  been  flooded  three 
times.  Sometimes  it's  because  the 
old  pumping  station  fails  complete- 
ly, and  other  times  it's  because  the 
tidal  mains  are  jammed." 

The  new  Union  Park  Street 
pumping  station  will  not  be  ready 
until  April,  1977  at  the  earliest.  "In 
the  meantime,"  continues  Newdick. 
"we  wan!  to  bring  a  party  of  South 


Tremont  Street  Church  Secured 


Community  residents,  including  members  from  the  City  Conservation 
League  and  the  S.E.  Historical  Society,  spent  Saturday,  September  11 
working  to  board  up  the  Tremont  St.  Apostolic  Church  of  God.  Donald 
Kerr  reported  to  SEPAC  that  the  1872  Hook  and  Hastings  Organ  inside 
the  church  has  been  destroyed  by  vandalism. 


South  Enders  Board  Building 


End  citizens  to  look  at  the  old 
pumping  station  and  see  whether 
the  pumps  are  working  or  not." 

On  September  15,  an  Ad-Hoc 
Flood  Meeting  was  called  at  20 
Union  Park  to  bring  people  together 
lo  work  toward  flood-free 
basements.  The  group  proposed 
several  plans  toward  separating  the 
sewer  pipes  from  the  storm  and 
tide-gates.  They  want  the  BRA 
(Boston  Redevelopment  Authority) 
to  set  sewers  higher  on  its  list  for 
South  End  priorities.  And  further. 


they  want  the  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  to  do  the  same. 
"In  the  meantime,"  points  Sally 
Newdick,  "we  _want  Mr.  Hennigan 
at  the  Dept.  of  Public  Works  to 
remember  that  there  are  people  at 
the  end  of  the  tide  gates  waiting  for 
him  to  be  sure  that  the  tide  gates 
are  closed." 

Contact  the  SEPAC  office  (262- 
4318)  if  you  want  to  slop  South  End 
floods.  We'll  put  you  in  touch  with 
others  who  are  doing  just  that. 


Letters  to  the  Editor: 

It  was  certainly  heartening  to 
visit  at  SEPAC  last  week  and  to  see 
that  it  not  only  remains  alive  but 
clearly  prospers  in  these  hard 
limes.  I  have  been  fqllowing 
SEPAC's  activities  from  the  days  of 
Tent  Cil>  in  the  lale  1960s.  These 
bave  been  years  full  of  both  set- 
hacks  and  victories,  and  at  limes  it 
looked  as  if  SEPAC  might  not  sur- 
vive the  opposition  of  Ihe  BRA  and 
Ihe  differences  of  opinion  within 
Ihe  South  End.  Similar  problems 
led  to  Ihe  end  of  project  area  com- 
mittees in  most  other  urban 
renewal  areas.  But  the  strength  of 
Ihe  South  End's  leadership  not  only 
enabled  SEPAC  to  get  through  these 
difficult  years,  it  has  also  made 
SEPAC  the  liiost  vigorous  and  effec- 
tive project  area  committee  in  the 
country.  SEPAC's  Board,  staff,  and 
the  South  End  community  can  right- 
ly take  great  pride  in  their  achieve- 
ment which  is  certainly  envied  by 
other  inner  city  neighborhoods 
which  have  not  been  as  successful 
in  dealing  with  the  dark  side  of  ur- 
ban renewal. 
)ohn  H.  Mollenkopf 
Assistant  Professor  of 
Political  Science 
Stanford.  CA 
Sept.  21, 1976 

Thanks  to  the  SEPAC  Newsletter, 
the  number  of  members  of  the 
South  End  Nutritional  Education 
Foundation  coop  food  store  grows 
daily. 

However,  more  members  are 
urgently  needed  before  the  store 
opens  its  doors.  We  now  have  200 
members,  but  need  at  least  200 
more  households  paying  $5.00 
apiece  lo  open  the  food  store. 

All  members  of  the  South  End 
community  who  are  concerned 
about  the  high  cost  of  food  should 
join  SENEF  now.  By  signing  up  for 
membership  now.  you  will  be  able 
to  shop  at  either  the  Cambridge  or 
Boston  Food  Coops  until  our  own 
store  opens  its  doors  this  fall. 

For  more  information  on  SENEF 
and  the  coop  food  stores,  please  call 
the  South  End  Little  City  Hall  at 
267-4010. 
Kathy  Shapiro 
Sept.  22,  1976 
(cnnlinued  tn  pg.  59j 


The  Fonz  has  Brothers  in  the  South  End 


South  End  Project  Area  Committee 
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TENANT NEWS 

SEPAC  Tenants  Committee  Sponsors  Oct.  23  F.H.A.  Conference 


by  Bob  Terrell  and  Mauricio  Gaston 


ROXSE  F.H.A.  Housing:  Tenants  Face  Foreclosure 


Using  the  motto  "We  must  stand 
and  fight,  we  will  not  be  moved," 
the  South  End  Project  Area  Com- 
mittee (SEPAC)  Tenant  Committee 
is  sponsoring  an  all  day  conference 
of  FHA  tenants  in  the  South  End. 
Speaifers  and  workshops  will  dis- 
cuss urban  renewai,  the  FHA  crisis, 
and  the  strugg/e  of  low  income  peo- 
ple to  stay  in  the  South  End.  The 
conference  iviJI  be  heid  at  the 
Biackstone  Community  School  at 
380  Shawmut  Ave.  (between 
Washington  St.  and  Shawmut  Ave.) 
on  Saturday,  October  23  from  9:00 
a.m.  to  8:00  p.m.  Day  core  and 
transportation  for  the  eideriy  wiii 
be  provided.  Call  the  SEPAC  tenont 
committee  at  262-4318. 


Many  South  Enders  are  aware  of 
the  national  crisis  in  F.H.A.  hous- 
ing. Very  few  F.H.A.  developoienls 
are  in  healthy  financial  condition, 
and  most  are  in  serious  trouble,  In 
practical  terms,  they  are  in  default 
on  their  mortgages.  Many  have 
been  "assigned"  and  face  fore- 
closure by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 

In  the  South  End,  F.H.A.  housing 
holds  a  very  special  position.  After 
15  years  of  urban  renewal,  F.H.A. 
housing  is  the  only  housing 
available  to  moderate  and  low  in- 
come people,  especially  Black, 
Latin,  and  Chinese  people.  Old 
South  Enders.  both  tenants  and 
homeowners,  ai^e  being  displaced 
consciously  out  of  Ihe  South  End 


row  houses.  This  happens  as  a 
result  of  City  Government,  BRA. 
and  real  estate  interests,  to  raise 
land  values  and  properly  taxes. 
Th'is  is  why  the  future  of  F.H.A,' 
housing  in  the  South  End  is  critical. 
If  foreclosure  is  brought  about  by 
HUD,  there  is  a  real  danger  that 
HUD  will  auction  these  devel- 
opments to  the  highest  bidder  in 
order  to  protect  their  investments. 
The  case  of  Meth-Union  and 
Rutland-East  Springfield  housing 
show  that  luxury  developers  are 
eager  to  buy  up  F,H, A.  housing  in 
order  to  convert  it  to  luxury  hous- 
ing. 

If  we  allow  this  to  happen  the 
following  results  can  be  expected: 

1.  The  banks  holding  the  mortgage 
will  get  their  money  from  HUD. 

2.  HUD  will  get  its  money  on  the 
sale  of  its  buildings  al  a  profit. 

3.  The  companies  contracted  to 
I      renovate    these   buildings  into 

luxury  housing  will  make  their 
money. 

4.  The  new  owners  will  make 
profits  off  the  new  luxury  rents 
and  tax  depreciations. 

5.  Local  peal  estate  interests  will 
benefit  and  speculate  on  the 
future  rise  in  land  values.  Rents 
and  values  near  the  devel- 
opments will  rise. 

6.  The  City  Government  gets  an  in- 
crease on  the  property  taxes. 

A  lot  of  people  benefit  from  this 
process,  but  F.H.A.  tenants  don't. 
For  the  tenants,  this  will  mean  rents 
so  high  most  people  can't  pay  them. 
As  anyone  can  see,  if  this  process 
continues,  working  class  people 
will  no  longer  he  able  to  afford  to 
live  in  the  South  End,  An  old, 
strong,   proud   community  would 


have  been  destroyed. 

In  response  to  this  crisis  the 
SEPAC  Tenant  Committee  has 
made  F.H.A.  Housing  one  (if  its  inp 
priorities  for  the  last  \  v,\v.  ( ;ni  icni- 
ly,  it  has  organized  an  l-.H.A. 
summer  cam[)aign  in  an  attempt  to 
encourage  tenants  in  various 
developments  lo  organize  their  own 
tenant  unions.  We  feel  that  only 
when  tenants  organize  can  thev  ex- 
ercise the  piO[)er  amount  of 
political  and  legal  pressure  to  save 
and  improve  Ihe  housing  they  live 
in. 

The  final  stage  of  ihe  summer 
campaign  will  be  an  F.H.A,  tenants 
conference  lo  be  held  October  23  at 
the  -Blacksl(me  Community  School. 
380  Shawmut  Avenue  (between 
Washington  St.  and  Shawmut  Ave.), 
from  9:,30  a.m.  lo  8:00  p.m.  We  hope 
to  accomplish  two  things  at  this  con- 
ference: 

1)  to  make  available  any  informa- 
tion that  will  be  of  value  to 
F.H.A.  tenants,  and 

2)  to  organize  a  tenant's  federation 
in  the  South  End  that  can  be 
large  enough  and  strong  enough 
to  meet  the  challenge  we  face. 

We  urge  you  lo  attend  this  con- 
ference and  lo  bring  your  friends 
'  and  neighbors. 

"We  must  stand  and  fight.  We 
will  not  be  moved." 

If  you  would  like  to  contact  the 
SEPAC  tenant  committee  for  more 
information  aboul  this  conference, 
contact: 

Mauricio  Gaston 
or 

Bob  Terrell 

SEPAC 

262-4318 

20  Union  Park 

Boston.  MA  02118 


Tuckerman  Tenants  Put  Heat  on  the  Board  : 

Warm  Winter  Campaign 


On  Tuesday.  September  7,  1976, 
seven  members  of  the  Tuckerman 
Tenants  Union  had  a  meeting  with 
Reverend  Murdock,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Corporation  which 
owns  Tuckerman  Housing,  and  Mr. 
Williams  of  Williams  Management 
Company. 

The  committee  requested  that 
Reverend  Murdock  prepare  finan- 
cial statements  to  be  reviewed  al 
this  meeting.  Rev.  Murdock  sub- 
mitted financial  reports  covering 
the  period  from  lanuary  1976  lo  [uly 
1976.  The  Committee  voted  not  lo 
accept  the  financial  reports  for  they 
were  illegible,  lacked  detail  and  no 
receipts  were  submitted  lo  match 
Ihe  financial  statements  again  with 
Attorney  Dan  Sullivan's  super- 
vision. Another  meeting  will  be 
scheduled  with  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  Tuckerman  to  discuss  this 
matter  further. 

Mr.  Williams  agreed   to  the 
following  demands  of  the  Tucker- 
man Tenants  Union: 
1-  Extermination  of  roaches  and 
mice  every  three  months  in  all 
buildings  and  tenants  will  be  in- 
formed in  advance  of  the 
scheduled  date  for  extermina- 
tion. 


2.  Rubbish  will  be  collected  4 
times  per  week,  to  decrease  the 
back  up  of  garbage, 

3.  A  security  guard  will  be  hired 
to  guard  the  Northampton, 
Shawmut  Ave.,  and  Washington 
St.  low  rise  buildings.  He  will 
provide  guard  service  during 
the  day  on  weekdays  and  at 
night  on  weekends.  The  High 
rises  1855  Washington  and  10 
Hammond  Street  will  have 
guard  service  al  night  on  the 
weekends,  instead  of  during  the 
day.  The  guards  still  continue  to 
work  during  the  day,  on 
weekdays, 

4.  Borden,  34  Hammond  St. —442- 
7764  is  the  temporary  building 
superinlendant.  Please  feel  free 
to  telephone  his  house  for  any 
emergency  arising  after  the 
management  office  closes  and 
over  the  weekends.  When  a  per- 
manent superintendant  is  hired 
tenants  will  receive  notice  to 
this  effect  with  the  superinten- 
dants  name  and  telephone 
number. 

5.  The  floor  and  halls  of  1855 
Washington  St.  and  10  Ham- 
mond St.  will  be  washed, 
bliffed  and  waxed  four  times  a 


year. 

i.  The  two  maintenance  men  will 
be  required  lo  sweep  the  halls 
of  the  above  buildings  daily, 
and  washed  regularly-  Overall 
building  maintenance  will  im- 
prove, including  raking  and 
general  clean-up  of  the  grounds 
and  landscaping. 

7.  Permanent  waste  receptacles 
will  be  placed  in  various 
locations  for  garbage  deposit. 

B.  Keys  will  be  distributed  to 
tenants  who  live  on  the  1800 
block  of  Washington  St..  which 
will  enable  [hem  to  enter  their 
fron!  door  —  new  knob  locks 
will  be  provided.  Locks  will  be 
provided  for  low  rise  doors  on 
Windsor  St. 
9.  Enclosed  fire  extinguishers  will 
be  placed  in  the  High  rise 
buildings. 

10.  Williams  agreed  to  a  tenant 
,  screening  committee  of  all  new 

applicants  applying  for  residen- 
cy in  Tuckerman  Housing.  The 
applicants  must  be  approved  by 
the  screenmg  committee  other- 
wise they  will  not  be  accepted 
for  housing. 

11.  Boarded  up  apartments  will  be 
secured,  and  bolted,  the  boards 


will  be  painted  to  improve  the 
physical  appearance  of  the 
property. 

12.  The  management  agreed  to 
repair  all  heating  and  hot  water 
pipes  prior  lo  Ihe  onset  of  cold 
weather.  If  the  pipes  break 
again  he  promised  speedy  ser- 
vice for  repair. 

13.  Mr.  Williams  will  research  ihe 
possibility  of  a  laundry  facility 
in  both  fiigh  rise  buildings. 
It  will  be  the  responsibility  of 
the  tenants  to  maintain  this 
facility. 

14.  Mr.  Williams  will  evict  all 
tenants  who  are  found  to  be 
destructive  to  the  property,  a 
committee  of  tenants  will  ac- 
company Mr,  Williams  to  the 
Housing  Court  in  support  of  the 
eventual  eviction  of  the  tenant. 

15.  Mr.  Williams  has  agreed  to  hire 
a  resident  superinlendant  —  to 
provide  service  to  the  entire 
Complex,  The  tenants  union 
will  continue  negotiations  for 
hiring  2  building  superinlen- 
dants.  one  for  Willard,  and  the 
other  for  Westminister. 

|i;()n(iinii'(/  /()  pg.  L^I 
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HOMEOWNER  NEWS 


Arrow  points  to  buckle  in  the  wall. 


Dorothy  and  Louis  Clarke  have  owned  their  Hanson  St.  home 
since  1964.  For  a  number  of  years  they  realized  their  cellar 
door  didn't  shut  as  it  should,  and  their  efforts  to  deal  with  the 
structural  problems  of  Iheir  building  have  revealed  a  number  of 
homeowner  nightmares. 

In  1944  the  house  next  door  was  taken  down,  leaving  their 
building  with  an  exposed  "side  wall."  Today,  the  Clarke's  side 
wall  bulges  outward,  endangering  them  and  their  household 
security.  What  causes  (his  danger?  In  the  early  60's.  the  Parks 
Department  built  a  tot  lot  next  to  the  Clarke's  house.  The 
Clarkes  cannot  be  sure,  but  expect  the  bulge  is  due  to  pressure 
from  the  earth  under  the  tot  lot  pavement.  No  retaining  wall  was 


Interior  shot  of  Clarke  residence. 


built  next  to  the  house  to  bear  the  weight  and  stress  of  the  tot  lot 
against  the  building.  And  today,  Dorothy  and  Louis  Clarke  face 
a  buckling  wall  and  thousands  of  dollars  in  repair  estimates. 

Through  tireless  efforts,  they  have  brought  their  concern 
before  Little  City  Hall,  the  BRA  Board,  the  Parks  Department, 
and  the  SEPAC  Homeowner  Committee.  At  its  Sept.  30  meeting, 
the  SEPAC  voted  to  support  the  Clarkes  and  request  funds  from 
the  BRA  to  fix  the  wall.  Other  South  End  homeowners  who  face 
side-wall  problems  are  invited  to  contact  Katie  Blake.  Chair- 
person of  the  SEPAC  Homeowner  Committee  or  Bob  Terrell. 
SEPAC  Staff.  262-4318  for  help. 


PROPERTY  TAX  LOOPHOLES    from  the  Boston  Fair  Share  Fact  Sheet 


Property  Tax  Loopholes 

1.  Pre-Construction  Tax  Agreements  or  the  "golden  handshakes"  are 
secret  agreements  made  between  the  assessors  office  and  developers 
which  set  the  taxes  to  be  paid  on  new  commercial  development  prior  to 
construction.  Recently,  under  pressure  from  homeowners  across  the 
city,  organized  by  Boston  Fair  Share,  the  City  finally  made  public  a  list 
of  these  agreements  and  their  terms. 

Almost  all  major  new  construction  in  Boston  since  1960  has  been  built 
under  one  of  these  secret  agreements.  While  residential  properties  are 
assessed  at  an  average  of  32  per  cent  of  their  full  value,  the  newly  con- 
structed commercial  properties  under  these  agreements  are  assessed 
on  the  average  at  12.5  per  cent  of  their  value. 

Some  buildings  in  the  city,  particularly  large  skyscrapers,  are 
assessed  at  an  even  lower  rate.  The  National  Shawmut  Bank  is  assessed 
at  6.9%,  the  First  National  Bank  at  8.75%  and  the  Keystone  Building  at 
99  High  Street  at  12%.  If  these  properties  were  assessed  at  the  same  rale 
as  residential  homes,  Boston  could  raise  an  additional  25  to  30  million 
dollars. 

2.  Prof/I  Moking  Enterprises  in  Logon  Airport 

The  profit  making  businesses  at  Logan  do  not  need  any  special 
agreements,  since  they  do  not  pay  any  taxes  at  all  to  the  city.  Business 
such  as  the  Hilton  Hotel,  Exxon  gas  station  and  Avis  and  Hertz  car  ren- 
tal agencies,  are  getting  a  free  ride  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston,  if  these  businesses  were  to  pay  property  taxes,  about  five 
million  dollars  in  new  revenue  would  be  raised  by  Boston. 

Currently,  there  is  a  bill  in  the  legislature  that  would  tax  just  the 
profit  making  enterprises  at  the  airport.  In  the  past,  these  businesses  , 
have  used  their  money  and  influence  to  defeat  this  legislation. 

3.  Tax-Exempt  institutions 

Almost  50%  of  Boston's  land  area  is  held  by  tax  exempt  institutions 
and  by  state  statute  is  not  liable  for  property  taxes.  As  of  1972,  56%  of 
the  city's  total  assessed  valuation  was  held  by  tax  exempt  property.  This 
means  that  tax  payers  in  Boston  bear  the  costs  of  public  services  con- 
sumed by  tax-exempt  property  owners. 

Although  72%  of  these  properties  belong  to  the  federal,  st^le  and 
local  governments,  28%  of  the  property  is  in  the  hands  of  educational, 
scientific  and  charitable  institutions.  Many  of  these  places  are  extreme- 
ly wealthy  and  could  afford  to  make  voluntary  tax  payments  to  the  city 
of  Boston. 

For  example,  Harvard  University,  with  its  multi-million  dollar  en- 
dowment, owns  over  7  million  square  feet  of  tax  exempt  property  in  the 


city  of  Boston.  If  Harvard  were  taxed  like  all  other  taxpayers,  the 
University  would  owe  over  10  million  dollars  to  the  city.  A  vigorous  ef- 
fort must  be  made  to  get  all  private  tax  exempt  institutions  to  make 
voluntary  tax  payments  more  favorable  to  the  City. 

4.  Big  Abatements 

Annually,  Boston  is  losing  millions  of  dollars  in  undeserved 
abatements  granted  at  the  discretion  of  the  assessors  to  targe  realtors 
and  commercial  interests.  In  the  past  decades  the  number  of  abatement 
applications  have  doubled  with  owners  of  one  out  of  ten  taxable 
properties  currently  seeking  abatements.  It  has  been  estimated  that  90 
per  cent  of  these  abatements  go  to  commercial  and  income  producing 
properties.  For  example,  recently  Boston  Gas  received  a  $688,000  abate- 
ment, and  New  England  Telephone  Co.,  a  $430,000  abatement. 

Decisions  on  abatements  are  secret  and  arbitrary.  Four  years  ago,  the 
Mayor  promised  that  abatements  would  be  published  a  week  after  they 
were  granted.  This  did  not  happen  until,  last  month,  when  organized 
pressure  brought  by  Fair  Share  homeowners  resulted  in  City  officials 
turning  over  the  list. 

5.  Tax  Delinquency 

Some  taxpayers  don't  apply  for  abatements,  they  just  don't  pay  their 
taxes.  As  of  December  31,  1975,  over  30  million  dollars  of  back  taxes 
were  still  owed  to  the  city.  Of  particular  concern  are  taxpayers  owing 
more  than  $6,000,  such  as  the  Sears-Crescent  Building  which  owes  over 
$400,000  in  back  taxes  to  the  city;  or  the  estate  of  Maurice  Gordon,  and 
Robert  Gordon  who  owe  over  $100,000.  As  of  May  1,  1976,  almost  all  of 
the  properties  in  the  Commonwealth  Flats  area  of  Boston,  businesses 
which  lease  land  from  the  Port  Authority  but,  under  statute,  are  re- 
quired to  pay  taxes  to  the  city  of  Boston,  owed  over  $600,000  in  back  tax- 
es for  1975  and  1976.  Jimmy's  Harborside,  for  example,  owed  almost 
$450,000. 

The  City  of  Boston  should  make  a  vigorous  effort  to  collect  these  back 
taxes.  The  period  from  demand  of  taxes  until  the  city  lakes  title  should 
be  shortened  from  the  current  two  years  to  no  more  than  a  six  month 
wait  for  property  owing  more  than  $6,000.  After  taxes  are  more  than 
three  months  overdue,  the  city  should  publish  a  list  of  all  delinquents 
owing  more  than  $6,000. 

These  are  just  some  of  the  loopholes  Boston  Fair  Share  wants  to  close. 
Each  of  these  tax  breaks  are  paid  for  by  homeowners  and  tenants 
throughout  the  city.  Boston  can  no  longer  afford  such  giveaways.  Before 
the  property  lax  is  increased,  the  loopholes  must  be  closed,  so  that 
everyone  pays  their  fair  share. 
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South  Enders:  On  the  Art  of  Getting  Along  Together 


by  James  R.  Green 


"The  kids  got  along  very  well 
together.  Everything  was  united. 
They  were  all  together.  There  was 
no  big  issue  of  race.  In  recent  years 
it's  started  to  make  a  big  difference. 
But  it  didn't  when  we  lived  down 
there  in  the  New  York  Streets 
neighborhood  in  the  twenties  and 
thirties.  You  know  what  /  think  it 
was?  We  were  all  poor.  You  didn't 
have  more  than  me.  And  that  made 
you  my  equal.  That's  why  /  loved 
the  South  End.  /  still  love  it.  I 
,wou/dn't  wont  to  live  anywhere 
else  in  the  world." 

Olive  OeCosta, 
a  77  year  old  native 
of  Boston's  South  End. 

This  is  how  one  life-lime  Soulln 
End  resident  remembers  life  in 
the  densely-paclted,  immigrant 
neighborhood  thai  spread  across 
the  New  York  Streets  between 
Washington  and  Albany  streets.  Al 
first,  this  community  pride 
appeared  to  be  nostalgia  for  the  old 
days  when  the  streets  were 
crowded  but  crime-free  and  when 
everyone  was  poor  but  happy. 

But  other  interviews  with  old- 
timers  like  Olive  DeCosta  and  with 
new  immigrants  of  various  racial 
and  national  groups  convinced  this 
writer  that  Boston's  South  end  does 
indeed  have  a  unique  history  of 
racial  harmony  and  community 
solidarity:  it  is  a  history  based  on 
compromise  and  cooperation,  not 
nostalgia,  and  it  is  a  history  of 
which  South  Enders  speak  proudly 
at  a  time  when  violent  events  in 
Boston's  more  segregated  neigh- 
borhoods make  headlines. 

Although  local  journalists  have 
always  been  attracted  to  the  color- 
ful events  and  vocal  political  con- 
flicts of  today's  South  End,  which  is 
still  trying  to  absorb  immigrants  of 
varying  economic  and  ethnic 
backgrounds,  this  strange  inner-city 
has  a  forgotten  social  history  which 
deserves  an  important  place  in  the 
Bi-Cenlennial  celebration  of  the 
country's  best  traditions.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  social  history  of 
Boston's  most  integrated  working- 
class  community  has  been  ignored 
by  historians  enraptured  with  the 
South  End's  19th  century  Victorian 
splendor  and  by  journalists 
fascinated  with  the  lively  political 
struggle  in  the  South  End  of  the 
1960's  and  1970's, 


In  order  to  recapture  real  history 
of  this  remarkable  neighborhood 
we  have  to  turn  to  the  personal 
histories  of  South  Enders  who  are 
conscious  of  their  community's 
unique  traditions.  They  can  tell  us  a 
story  that  presents  the  "other  side" 
of  Boston's  turbulent  history.  It  is,, 
in  a  sense,  an  underside  of  the  city's 
past,  a  part  of  Boston  life  that  has 
been  forgotten  in  an  era  of  racial 
strife.  After  listening  carefully  to 
their  stories  we  can  understand 
why  a  middle  aged  black  mother 
says  that  "integration  is  not  an 
issue"  in  the  South  End  and  why  an 
elderly  woman  like  Olive  DeCosta 
fights  to  remain  in  the  old 
coldwater  flat  near  Holy  Cross 
Cathedral  where  she  raised  her 
eight  children. 

To  check  to  see  if  Olive's  stories 
about  racial  harmony  in  the  old 
South  End  were  not  pure  nostalgia, 
I  talked  to  George  Adams,  another 
native  of  the  area,  who  grew  up  on 
the  other  side  of  Boston's  for- 
midable color  line.  Historians  have 
shown  that  Boston's  blacks  became 
increasingly  segregated  after  the 
Civil  War,  but  the  experience  of 
black  families  who  moved  to  the 
South  End  is  somewhat  different. 
As  Adams  recalled  of  his  school 
days  in  the  old  Castle  Square  tene- 
ment district: 

The  neighborhood  consisted  of 
Irish,  Armenian,  Jewish. 
Italian  and  Polish,  along  with 
blacks.  It  was  a  high.  mix.  I 
attended  the  Abraham  Lincoln 
school  at  the  corner  of  Tre- 
mont  and  Arlington  streets, 
and  there  were  never  any  inte- 
gration problems  there.  The 
only  "imbalance"  situation  we 
had  at  that  lime  was  that  all 
the  people  in  the  school  were 
poor  people  not  wealthy  peo- 
ple. I  remember  going  home 
from  school  —  changing  my 
clothes  and  going  outdoors  to 
play  stick-ball,  marbles  and  all 
the  other  childhood  games 
with  all  the  different  kids  in 
the  neighborhood.  It  was 
grand.  We  had  our  differences 
but  we  admired  each  other  for 
those  differences. 
In  other  words,  the  South  End 
was  not  really  the  classic  "melting 
pot."  The  various  immigrant  groups 
Mary  Anlin  described  in  The 
VvGm\se.d  Land  when  she  wrote 


about  the  teeming  market  on  Dover 
Street  (now  East  Berkeley  Street] 
have  maintained  their  separate 
identities,  "America  was  supposed 
to  be  a  melting  pot."  says  Harry 
Dow,  a  respected  elder  of  the  South 
End's  growing  Chinese  commonily, 
"but  it  wasn't  in  fact".  Like  the 
Afro-Americans  and  Spanish- 
speaking  immigrants,  the  Chinese 
have  preserved  their  own  culture  in 
the  South  End.  but  they  have  found 
it  possible  to  live  side-hy-side  with 
neighbors  of  widely  differing 
backgrounds.  Like  the  Syrian- 
Lebanese  who  preceded  them  in 
the  tenement  housing  along  Shaw- 
mul  Avenue.  Chinese  parents  have 
had  to  worry  while  their  kids  came 
to  terms  with  the  neighborhood 
gangs.  But  like  the  Syrian-Lebanese 
youngsters  who  faced  down  the 
Irish  gangs  in  the  twenties  the 
Chinese  kids  have  faced  up  to  the 
challenges  of  streel-life  in  the 
South  End.  Today  the  Eight  Streets 
Park  on  Waltham  Street  is  one  of 
the  few  places  where  you  can  play 
a  pick  up  game  of  basketball  with 
Chinese,  Puerto  Rican,  black  and 
Syrian  players. 

There  has  always  been  a  peculiar 
spirit  of  live-and-let-live  in  the 
South  End,  because  no  group  really 
predominated.  While  Irish  and 
Italian  gangs  fought  brutal  battles 
on  the  bridge  between  East  Boston 
and  the  North  End  in  the  1890's. 
members  of  both  nationalities  lived 
in  the  same  crowded  tenements  in 
the  New  York  streets  area.  After 
the  Yankees  of  William  Dean 
Howells'  Rise  of  Silos  Laphom  fled 
their  fashionable  bow  front  lown- 
houses  for  the  street  car  suburbs, 
the  South  End  was  a  largely  Irish 
community  until  the  1920's.  This 
was  the  rough-and-tumble  South 
End  of  John  L,  Sullivan  and  James 
Michael  Curley,  But  the  Irish  never 
enjoyed  a  clear  majority  as  they  did 
in  other  sections.  In  fact,  Curley 
was  one  of  the  first  machine  pels  to 
actively  solicit  the  support  of  other 
minorities,  including  blacks.  And 
when  he  ruled  as  mayor.  James 
Michael  was  more  popular  in  his 
native  South  End  than  he  was  in 
any  section  of  the  city. 

John  DeCosta.  who  was  born  of 
Portugese  parents  in  South  Boston, 
described  Curely's  popularity  in 
the  South  End  where  DeCosta  has 
lived  since  the  1920s: 


They  didn't  come  no  better, 
than  James  Michael.  He  had 
no-enemies  in  the  South  End,  1 
was  on  welfare  in  the  Depres- 
sion, and  I  can  tell  you  for  the 
record,  he  was  the  only  man. 
that  this  city  ever  had  who,  al 
Chrislmaslime,  gave  the  peo- 
ple an  extra  fivr  diilLir  bill  in 
their  well, II  I'  I  liri  k    I  hrv  sav 
of  James  Mi,  h.»-|-  '<  Hi,  well. 
He  was  a  i  imiL    lliil  il  hr  w.is, 
and  if  he  Imik  ,i  In.il,  hr  ,u,n  i' 
you  back  h.ill  ,i  In.il,  |  ir  u,!,-.  ,i 
wonderful   man.   He  really 
was,  James  Michael, 
In  the  South  End,  Curlev  wa.s  more 
lhan  a  po|ndar  Irish  piililii:i,in.  He 
was  a  man  of  the  peiiple,  .i  n.ilive 
son  who  made  good,  a  Robin  Hood 
who  shared  some  ol  the  city's  loot 
with  Ihe  poor  of  the  Snuth  End, 

In  any  case,  the  period  of  Iri.sh 
predominance  in  the  South  End 
was  rather  short-lived.  After  Curley 
rose  to  power,  his  personal 
machine  in  the  South  End  and 
Lower  Roxbury  declined,  antl  after 
World  War  1,  the  Irish  families  in 
the  South  End  started  tii  move  out  to 
Roxbury  and  Dorchester.  In  the 
192n's  Irish  polilicans  and  priest.s 
still  called  Ihe  tune  in  South  End 
civic  affairs,  but  the  Irish  gangs 
which  the  progressive  social 
workers  trieil  to  roni  nut  through 
reform  nu  longer  controlled  the 
streets. 

"The  Irish  kids  were  little 
toughs,"  said  Nabeeha  Hajjar,  a 
respected  Syri, in-Lebanese  im- 
migrant who  raised  a  Luge  familv 
in  Ihe  South  End,  "Tlir\  used  in 
want  III  fight  wilh  Ihe  Leii.inese 
kids,  hill  mil  kills  sUiml  up  fur  their 
rights,  II  liiiik  liini-  but-  lhsy  were 
ai:ee|)li  il  'l'lir\  iisi-d  In  fight  in  Ihe 
streets  ,\ll  knls  \\M  li^hl.  But  there 
was  n.n n  ,iin  i  r.il  Ir.iijrdy." 
In  fad.  by  Ihe  lil.W's  some  of  Ihe 
South  End  gangs  actually  became 
integrated.  Jimmy  Barrett,  one  of 
those  lough  Irish  kids  from  the 
South  End.  told  me  that  his  gang 
also  contained  Syrian-Lebanese. 
Greek  and  Jewish  kids.  South  End 
kids,  who  were  the  poorest  and 
scruffiest  around  in  those  days, 
looked  upon  the  South  Boston  youth 
as  privileged  and  pampered 
products  of  "lace-curtain"  Irish 
homes  —  "kids  with  good  teeth  and 
good  clothes  had  actual  organized 
baseball  teams  with  uniforms  and 
everything,"  Barrett  recalls. 

Gang  warfare  erupted  inter- 
mittently between  opposing  forces 
in  the  South  End  and  South  Boston. 
This  conflict  continued  up  into  the 
early  1960's  when  Dani  Soltren 
came  to  the  South  End  from  Puerto 
Rico  and  quickly  joined  up  with  a 
mixed  neighborhood  gang  and 
joined  in  a  big  gang  fight  down  by 
the  bridge  between  the  South  End 
and  South  Boston.  "We  all  wenl 
down  there,  whites,  blacks.  Puerto 
Ricans,"  he  recalls  with  a  smile. 
"We  really  had  a  good  bunch  of 
kids." 

One  sure  way  to  start  a  fight,  or  at 
least  to  provoke  a  hostile  remark,  is 
to  confuse  the  South  End  with 
South  Boston  or  vice  a  versa  when 
talking  to  a  resiflent  of  either  com- 
munity. The  resentment  between 
the  inhabitants  of  both  areas  was 
strong  even  before  the  current  bus- 
(eiinliinied  In  pg.  K\ 
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South  Enders 

Irimliniifil  from  5| 
ing  crisis  whipped  up  racial  ten- 
sions. People  in  Soulh  Boston  see 
the  South  End  as  jusi  the  kind  of 
run-down,  "siummy"  area  Iheir 
neighborhood  will  become  if  blacks 
or  other  minorities  move  in.  while 
South  Enders,  who  are  jusI  as  proud 
of  their  community  as  the  people  of 
"Southie"  are  of  theirs,  denounced 
the  prejudices  of  South  Boston  resi- 
dents. 

Although  most  of  the  tension  is 
now  rachal.  there  is  still  a  strong 
undercurrent  of  class  conflict  be- 
tween the  two  communities.  Jim- 
my Barrett,  who  battled  the  kids 
from  Southie  in  the  streets  and  in 
the  rings  of  CYO  boxing  matches, 
resents  the  South  Boston  Irish 
because  they  made  it  out  of  the 
"slums"  and  into  what  he  calls  a 
"suburb"  where  Ihey  look  down, 
quite  literally,  on  the  "poor  white" 
Irish  who  stayed  in  the  South  End 
with  the  "blacks,  the  bums,  and  the 
littered  streets." 

But  as  racial  lines  grew  taut  dur- 
ing the  busing  crisis,  the  contrast 
between  the  South  End  and  South 
Boston  centered  more  and  more 
around  the  question  of  segregation. 
Because  the  question  of  school 
desegregation  has  simply  never 
been  an  issue  in  the  South  End, 
community  residents  expressed 
special  pride  in  their  neigh- 
borhood's long  tradition  of  racial 
tolerance  and  remarkable  ethnic 
harmony. 

Marlene  Stevens,  a  black  mother 
and  community  activist  who  was 
born  in  the  South  End,  says  her 
school-aged  kids  have  asked  her 
over  and  over:  "Mommy,  why  do 
they  hate  us?  What  have  we  done? 
Because,  she  says,  "It's  very  dif- 
ficult for  them  to  deal  with  the 
hatred  that's  out  there."  Marlene 
thinks  its  "ridiculous"  that  whites 
are  worried  about  black  people 
moving  into  South  Boston  as  a  result 
of  school  desegregation.  She  would 
never  trade  the  South  End  for  South 
Boston.  But  she  does  admit  that  the 
mothers  of  the  two  communities 
might  have  some  things  in  common; 
they  are  concerned  about  the  safety 
of  their  children,  and,  further- 
more: 

We  also  have  in  common  (he 
fact  that  many  of  us  are  poor. 
And  when  you're  poor,  the 
goal  in  your  life  is  your 
children.  But  if  they  are  as 
t:  n  n  c  e  r  n  e  fl  about  their 
children  as  we  are,  why  do 
they  stand  with  a  child  and 
show  off  their  hatred.  You're 
destroying  a  mind  before  it 
has  a  chance  to  develop, 
That's  where  the  difference  is 
between  parents  over  there 
and  folks  over  here.  This  is  a 
difference  I  saw  on  the  first 
day  of  school.  When  I  walked 
my  fellas  to  school  at  the 
Mackey  I  was  really  surprised, 
even  though  I  know  the  South 
End.  to  see  a  black  mother  ap- 
proach a  group  of  girls  thai 
came  over  from  South  Boston 
on  the  MTA  who  were  afraid 
to  go  into  the  school.  And  this 
black  parent  who  is  from  my 
project  said:  'Well,  come  on. 
this  is  the  South  End  and 
nothing  happens  here.  Come 
on.  I'll  go  in  with  you. 
Everybody  knows  me.'  Thai  is 


Sept.  25  Betances  Festival 
the  the  difference.  And  it  homeowners  who  have  settled  in 
made  me  really,  really,  really  the  South  End  in  recent  years  are 
proud,  you  know,  liberal  on  many  political  questions. 
Although  many  South  End  whites  but  il  is  members  of  this  class  who 
retained  the  ethnic  and  racial  pre-  have  taken  the  lead  in  trying  to  stop 
judices  common  in  other  parts  of  the  expansion  of  public  housing  for 
the  city,  there  was  still  a  difference  minorities  and  the  improvement  of 
even  in  the  1950's  when  racial  ten-  the  Pine  Street  Inn  for  homeless 
sions  started  rising  after  the  World  alcoholics.  The  tolerance  of  most 
War  II  black  migration,  When  the  South  Enders  comes  out  of  a  corn- 
West  End  was  destroyed  in  the  mon  struggle  with  poverty  faced  by 
1950's.  Nicki  Nickerson  moved  to  all  groups  in  the  area,  and  not  from 
the  South  End  because  il  was  any  sentimentality  about  the 


"mainly  poor"  and  she  could  find  a 
cheap  apartment  and  "do  anything 
she  'damn  well  pleased  with  it' 
nobody  squawked."  The  second 
reason  she  moved  to  the  South  End 
was  that  il  was  inhabited  by  many 


"underprivileged." 

George  Adams  recalled  that  most 
of  the  discrimination  he  faced  along 
with  other  black  people  came  in  the 
labor  market  outside  the  South  End. 
And,  he  pointed  out,  "there  was 


black  poor  who  were  far  more    some  segregation  in  the  restaurants 


tolerant  than  most  groups.  "Black 
people  always  accept  white  people 
sooner  than  white  people  accept 
black  people.  For  some  reason 
black  people  have  a  hell  of  a  lot 
more  patience,  a  hell  of  a  lot  more 
understanding  about  human 
frailities:  they  deal  with  people's 
evils  far  more  sophisticatedly  and 
far  more  philosophically.  I've  met 
some  marvelous  while  people  in 
Ihe  South  End  who  were  in  the 
same  boat  with  black  people  and 
got  along  good."  ButNickerson  feels 
these  people  are  not  as  common 
outside  the  South  End  where 
similar  problems  brought  poor 
whites  and  blacks  together,  She 
remembers  that  in  the  1950's:  "We 
were  all  in  the  same  boat,  and  we 
all  got  along  good.  We  helped  each 
other  out.  we  loaned  each  other 
things,  and  borrowed  from  each 
other.  We  needed  each  other  in  a 
crisis." 

Because  long-lime  South  Enders 
are  so  proud  of  Iheir  neighbor- 
hood's tradition  of  openness,  they 
reseni  Ihe  fact  thai  the  South  End 
still  receives  more  publicity  about 
its  notorious  social  problems  than  it 
does  for  its  unusually  tolerant 
social  values.  This  traditional 
tolerance  extends  not  only  to  racial 
minorities  but  to  other  "marginal" 
groups,  like  the  city's  permanent 
populalion  of  indigent  alcoholics. 
Although  outlying  communities 
have  higher  rates  of  alcoholism,  the 
authorities  in  these  areas  do  not 
allow  public  drunkeness  or  pan- 
handling which  still  flourishes  in 
the  South  End.  Most  residents  of 
the  South  End  tolerate  these  home- 
less drifters,  because  they  have  no 
place  else  to  go. 

The  tolerance  of  South  Enders 
should  not  be  confused  with  sen- 
limenlalism  or  liberal  reformism. 
Middle  class  and  professional 


of  the  South  End,  but  there  was  no 
segregation  in  the  schools,  no 
segregation  in  the  streets;  they  real- 
ly belonged  to  all  of  the  people." 
Furthermore: 

There  was  never  too  much  of  a 
problem  with  housing  in  the 
South  End;  it  was  just  a  matter 
of  what  you  could  afford.  So 
black  people  got  kind  of 
scattered  through  the  area. 
When  I  was  growing  up 
families  experienced  a  com- 
mon struggle  for  survival,  for 
decent  housing,  for  money  to 
pul  food  on  the  table.  The  idea 
of  gelling  better  housing  than 
someone  else  was  not  involved 
in  Iheir  thinking  very  much. 
The  struggle  was  to  bring  up 
alt  of  those  children,  to  pul 
food  in  their  mouths,  clothes 
on  their  backs,  and  sneakers 
on  Iheir  feet:  it  was  a  matter  of 
survival.  Racial  differences 
and  so  forth  played  no  part 
when  everybody  was  struggl- 
ing for  pretty  much  the  same 
things, 

Marlene  Stevens  further  sum- 
marized the  feelings  of  many  per- 
manent residents  when  she  ex- 
plained that  the  "mingling  of  the 
people"  in  her  community  wasvery 
important.  Although  she  has  been 
"stuck"  in  a  housing  project  for 
years.  Marlene  wants  to  stay  in  the 
South  End  so  thai  her  children  can 
continue  to  grow  up  in  a  tolerant  at- 
mosphere where  black,  while,  and 
Spanish  kids  can  play  together.  But 
she  thinks  it  will  be  a  struggle  just 
to  stay  in  Ihe  South  End  because  sc 
many  poor  people,  especiall> 
blacks,  have  been  "relocated"  as  e 
result  of  urban  renewal.  Rubj 
Smith  thinks  its  especially  impor 
tant  for  her  children  to  experience 
Ihe  kind  of  "mingling  atmosphere' 
she  has  found  in  the  South  End. 


It's  esi)ecially  important  to- 
day. This  busing  situation  has 
brought  out  all  Ihe  problems 
involved  when  people  want  lo 
isolate  themselves.  A  lot  of 
people  might  view  me  as  a 
very  militant  black  woman, 
which  sometimes  I  am,  but  I 
know  that  we  cannot  isolate 
ourselves.  I  favor  community 
controlled  schools  and  I've 
fought  for  a  community- 
controlled  health  center  here 
in  the  South  End,  but  I  know 
we  cannot  isolate  ourselves 
completely.  II  is  unfair  for  us 
to  say  to  our  children:  "we 
only  want  to  live  in  a  black 
neighborhood  and  go  to  all 
black  schools."  Because  the 
kids  are  losing  something  and 
when  they  grow  up  and  have 
to  get  a  job  outside  the  neigh- 
borhood, there  will  be 
problems.  Our  kids  in  the 
South  End  have  been  exposed 
to  all-kinds  of  people.  "That's 
why  we  haven't  really  had 
much  trouble  with  the  kids 
that  are  bused  in  here  to  our 
schools  from  South  Boston, 
because  our  kids  are  used  to 
playing  together,  black,  white, 
and  Spanish,  all  together,  you 
know. 


Letters,  Cont. 

(cnndnued  from  pg  2| 

After  returning  from  a  year 
abroad,  I  was  delighted  lo  hear  the 
result  of  the  last  SEPAC  election 
and  to  read  the  new  NEWS- 
LETTERS. 

I  was  especially  happy  to  see  the 
recollections  of  Harry  Dow  and 
George  Adams  reprinted  in  the  last 
two  issues.  During  the  last  year  of 
the  four  years  I  lived  in  the  South 
End.  I  interviewed  many  South 
Enders  for  the  Boston  200's 
Neighborhood  History  Series.  1 
learnnd  a  great  deal  about  the 
South  End,  its  people  and  its 
traditions  from  these  interviews, 
and  I  hope  that  other  South  Enders 
will  also  learn  by  reading  them.  It 
would  be  nice  if  a  few  more 
people's  histories  could  be 
published  in  the  Newsletter. 

By  Ihe  way,  Boston  200  still  has 
more  copies  of  the  South  End 
Neighborhood  History.  I  recently 
distributed  about  400  copies  to 
South  End  House,  SEPAC,  and  the 
Health  Clinic  as  well  as  the  Library 
branch  on  Tremont  St.,  so  if  you 
haven't  obtained  your  free  copy  of 
the  booklet  yet,  please  inquire  at 
these  locations.  We  will  try  to  dis- 
tribute the  rest  of  the  copies  to 
these  locations  and  to  the  South 
End  schools  before  the  year  is  out. 

As  ihe  interviewer  and  editor  for 
the  South  End  book,  I  tried  to  ask 
people  about  the  traditions  in 
which  South  Enders  can  justifiably 
take  pride.  At  a  time  when  Boston 
has  been  getting  "bad  press" 
throughout  the  world.  I  think  peo- 
ple will  like  reading  about  some  of 
the  positive  aspects  of  their 
neighborhood  and  its  history. 
Sincerely. 
Jim  Green 

Oct.  3,  1976 
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Toward  the  Orange  Line  Replacement 

South  Cove  Tunnel 

by  Clark  Frazier 


The  firsl  Soulh  End  segmenl  of 
the  federally  funded  relocaled 
Oranpc  Line  is  scheduled  to  begin 
construction  late  Ibis  year  as  part  of 
a  long  heralded  project'  to  replace 
and  demolish  the  Washington 
Street  Elevated.  The  South  Cove 
Tunnel  (the  official  name  applied 
to  this  first  stage  project!  will  start 
at  the  railroad  right  of  way  under 
the  Arlington,  Herald,  andTremont 
intersection  next  to  the  Castle 
Square  A&P.  The  tunnel  will 
burrow  from  that  point  under  the 
Massachusetts  Turnpike  to  connect 
with  an  existing  unused  tunnel  built 
vtith  MBTA  funds  in  1968  under  the 
site  of  the  new  Quincy  school  (prior 
to  its  construction). 

Some  widening  of  the  railroad 
right-of-way  will  be  required  from 
Back  Bay  Station  to  Arlington  Street 
to  accommodate  the  additional 
track  needed  for  parallel  Orange 
Line  and  railroad  operation  in  the 
same  right  of  way.  Reconstruction 
of  Herald  Street  (next  to  the  A&P] 
as  well  as  demolition  and  replace- 
ment of  the  Arlington  and  Tremont 
bridge-spans  Will  start  about  the 
beginning  of  1978.  The  bridge  spans 
are  required  to  accommodate  the 
widened  railroad  right-of-way 
where  the  South  Cove  Tunnel 
emerges.  This  work  will  completely 
close  Herald  Street  for  fifteen 
months,  and  will  cause  various  traf- 
fic and  pedestrian  obstructions  as 
the  Tremont  and  Arlington  bridge 
spans  are"~replaGed  in  staged  sec- 
tions. 

Temporary  walk-ways  will  be 
provided  by  the  contractor.  East- 
West  traffic  will  be  directed  to  use 
Marginal  Road  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Mass.  Turnpike  next  to  Mass. 
Pike  Towers.  Marginal  Road  will  be 


made  two  way  during  this  period. 

As  the  bridges  are  completed,  the 
option  to  permanently  close 
Chandler  Street  (where  it  conies  in 
to  the  Arlington/Tremont/Herald 
intersection  in  front  of  the  Animal 
Rescue  League!  will  have  to  he  con- 
sidered. If  Chandler  Street  is  closed 
off  at  that  intersection,  it  would  be 
p'ossible  lo  construct  a  plaza  or  mall 
which  would  provide  trees,  lights, 
brick  and  granite  paving  and 
benches  in  this  area.  A  turn-around 
would  be  provided  on  Chandler 
Street  near  Morgan  Memorial. 
Hearings  on  discontinuing 
Chandler  Street  would  be  held  dur- 
ing the  time  it  would  be  temporarily 
closed  in  1976. 
'  The  new  Orange  Line  Transit 
'  tracks  will  go  downtown  to  Forest 
Hills  by  way  of  Back  Bay  Station 
rather  than  on  the  elevated.  In 
detail,  the  Orange  Line  tracks  will 
connect  from  the  existing  subway  at 
Washington  Street  (South  of  Essex 
Station)  through  tlie  Soulh  Cove 
Tunnel  stopping  at  a  new  South 
Cove  Station,  and  proceeding  to  the 
existing  railroad  right-of-way 
leading  to  Back  Bay  Station.  The 
relocated  Orange  Line  will  follow 
the  existing  Penn  Central  alignment 
from  Back  Bay  Station  in  a  depres- 
sion replacing  the  existing  embank- 
ment from  South  of  Mass.  Ave.  to 
Forest  Hills.  Approval  of  the 
Federal  grant  for  the  Arlington  St. 
to  Forest  Hills  segment  is  not  likely 
until  early  1977. 
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Fight  Job  Discrimination 


Minorities  Demand  Jobs 

(continued  from  August-^September  SEPAC  IMewsletter) 


During  the  past  few  months,  the  Third  World  Workers  Association 
(TWWA)  has  been  leading  a  militant  struggie  to  place  more  construc- 
tion workers  of  color  on  construction  sites  throughout  the  City  of  Boston 
fsee  Spring  and  June  issues  of  the  SEPAC  Newsletter).  The  TWWA  is 
demanding  50%  third  world  representation  on  aii  construction  ;obs  in 
predominant/y  third  world  communities  and  30%  citywide.  They  are 
also  demonding  thai  contractors  recognize  the  Third  Worid  fobs  Clear- 
ing House,  a  separate  agency  funded  by  the  Cily  of  Boston,  as  the  job 
training  and  placement  agency  for  third  world  workers  to  supplement 
the  regular  union  hiring  mechanism. 

This  article  is  on  adaptation  of  o  series  of  articles  by  Andy  Barlow 
and  Jay  Steele  published  in  the  Guardian,  a  national  weekly  news 
publication.  The  Guardian  is  noted  for  its  in-depth  progressive 
coverage  of  Third  World  communities  in  the  United  States  and  abrood. 


Struggle  Not  'Antiunion' 

While  they  attack  the  racist  prac- 
tices of  the  union  and  are  not  will- 
ing to  wail  until  it  changes  before 
pressing  their  demands  for  minori- 
ty hiring.  TWWA  emphatically 
denies  charges  by  ROAR  and  union 
leaders  thai  they  are  "out  to  destroy 
ihe  union."  "We  have  always  sup- 
ported the  trade  union  movemenl. 
for  we  recognize  Ihe  need  for  work- 
ing people  to  unite  and  defend  their 
basic  interests."  a  TWWA  state- 
ment stressed. 

"We  want  to  transform  the  un- 
ions," TWWA  spokesman  Harvard 
Stephens  added,  "fust  as  recogni- 
tion of  the  Jobs  Clearing  House 
creates  a  basis  for  greater  equality 
in  hiring,  the  forming  of  the  Third 
World  Workers  into  an  indepen- 
dent organization  creates  a  greater 
trend  toward  equality  of  organized 
forces  in  the  labor  movement.  We 
are  not  a  union,  and  we  are  not  try- 
ing to  create  another  union." 
Aim  For  Multinational  Unity 

TWWA  has  also  worked  hard  to 
combat  Ihe  claim  by  ROAR  and 
union  leaders  lhal  Ihey  are  "anli- 
white."  On  May  24  after  intensive 
lobbying  by  construction  union 
head  Bill  Cleary  and  Ihe  building 
Irades  council,  ROAR  leader  and 
Boston  Cily  Council  member  Albert 
"Dapper"  O'Neal  introduced  a  bill 
into  the  ctmncil  lo  cut  off  city  fund- 
ing for  the  Third  World  Jobs  Clear-, 
ing  House.  O'Neal  and  Cleary  claim 
that  the  Clearing  House  is  a  cover 
for  TWWA  and  is  responsible  for 
physical  attacks  on  while  construc- 
tion workers.  The  bill  was  sent  to  a 
committee  and  funds  could  be  cut 
off  within  two  weeks. 

A  statement  by  minority  workers 
from  Ihe  Clearing  House,  TWWA 
and  other  third  world  organizations 


in  the  24-group  Community  Task 
Force  on  Construction  denounced 
the  council  for  "trying  to  create  the 
impression  that  there  is  a  struggle 
going  on  between  workers  of  color 
and  while  workers  of  Boston.  This 
is  not  true.  ,  ,  ."  They  pointed  out 
that  the  council  has  no  power  to  de- 
fund  the  Clearing  House  and  that 
the  bill  is  nothing  more  than  "a 
device  lo  fool  the  public ...  to  make 
Ihe  while  Boston  voters  believe  that 
Ihe  struggle  for  a  fair  share  of  the 
jobs  is  against  the  interests  of 
Boston  workers." 

In  an  earlier  statement  the 
TWWA  explained.  "Our  tactics  of 
slopping  jobs  where  we  aren't  fully 
represented  on  the  work  force  are 
aimed  at  those  who  conlrol  the  hir- 
ing process,  nol  at  white  workers." 

In  fact.  Ihey  argue,  the  union's  ex- 
clusionary hiring  praclices  are  an 
attack  not  only  on  minority  but  on 
white  workers  as  well.  During  the 
building  boom  in  Ihe  early  1960s, 
the  unions  decided  to  limit 
membership  to  those  who  had 
already  gained  access,  Chuck 
Turner,  director  of  the  jobs  Clear- 
ing House,  told  the  Guardian. 
Consequenlly.  at  the  peak  of  the 
boom,  over  50'/'  of  the  workers  on 
the  major  downtown  projects  were 
nonunion.  By  keeping  the  doors 
closed  to  new  members,  they  main- 
tained a  privileged  stratum  of 
"labor  aristocrats."  whose  status 
and  job  security  would  be  protected 
when  Ihe  anticipated  decline  in  the 
industry  sel  in. 

Demand  Redress  For  Past 
Al  the  same  timer  they  also  ex- 
cluded a  whole  generation  of  white, 
as  well  as  third  world,  workers. 
Possibly  more  minority  workers 
entered  the  building  trades  unions 
in  the  last  decade  than  whites. 


Turner  noted,  as  a  result  of  mass 
pressure  which  forced  the  govern- 
ment lo  issue  regulations  lo  unions 
lo  comply  with  affirmative  action 
(piotas. 

The  unions'  elilist  and  short- 
sighted strategy  of  restricted, 
jnembership  has  effectively 
divided  the  work  force,  ullimalely 
weakening  the  union  and 
strengthening  Ihe  bargaining  posi- 
tion of  the  contractors,  a  fact  which 
explains  in  part  their  collusion  with 
Ihe  unions  in  resisting  affirmative 
actions. 

As  TWWA  sees  it,  this  division 
has  fallen  along  residential  as  well 
as  racial  lines.  With  Ihe  construc- 
tion industry  now  caught  in  a 
depression,  the  first  and  best  jobs 
in  the  city  go  to  the  white  union 
members  now  living  in  the  suburbs. 
According  to  Turner,  over  80%  of 
members  of  Boston  construction 
locals  live  outside  the  city. 


ty,  TWWA  supports  the  recent  de- 
mand  by  Concerned  Young 
Democrats  of  South  Boston  for  50% 
of  the  jobs  in  their  conmiunity  for 
South  Boston  construction  workers. 
Racial  Tensions  Favor  Divisions 
It  is  not  clear,  however,  whether 
demands  b\'  groups  like  the  Young 
Democrats  for  community  jobs  in 
predominantly  while  communities 
is  aimed  mainly  at  Ihe  privileged 
position  n  f  suburban  workers 
protected  b\'  the  union  or  al  minori- 
ty workers  demanding  .'iO''f  of  Ihe 
jobs  throughout  Ihe  cily.  For  the 
mosi  part,  the  while  nonunion 
workers  sec  themselves  as  whites 
competing  for  jobs  with  Blacks,  not 
as  fellow  viclims  of  the  unions' 
leslricted  hiring  practices.  Given 
Ihe  racial  tensions  in  the  cily  and 
the  active  role  being  played  by  the 
segregationist  forces,  union  lead- 
ers, contraclors  and  cily  politi- 
cians, it  remains  an  open  question 
whether  TWWA  will  be  able  lo  un- 
ite in  Ihis  period  with  the  same  peo- 
ple ROAR  is  trying  to  organize. 
'Seek  Unity  Among  Workers' 
Although  they  are  fully  aware  of 
the  backwardness  of  many  white 
cons! ruction  workers,  TWWA 
adamantly  refuses  to  write  them  off 
or  allow  ROAR  and  union  leaders 
lo  peg  them  as  "antiwhite."  They 
are  hopeful  that  white  nonunion 
workers  will  overcome  their  biases, 
see  through  the  racisi  lies  perpe- 
trated by  Cleary  and  O'Neal  and 
recognize  their  common  interests 
with  minority  workers  in  opposing 
the  elitist,  racist  structure  of  the  un- 
ions. 

"Many  workers,"  Stephens 
believes,  "including  whites,  have 
.been  able  to  come  to  grips  with 
what  we  are  saying  and  know  it's 
right.  They  understand  that  what 
they  have  been  used  to,  the  whole 
concept  of  privilege,  has  been 
based  on  the  suppression  of 
another  group. . . .  We  want  to  seek 
unity  omong  workers  in  general. 


The  slogan  "Community  jobs  for 
community  people"  is  thus  aimed  at 
what  the  minority  activists  say  are 
the  "two  aspects"  of  the  struggle. 
One  aspect  is  the  demand  by  Black, 
Hf^panic  and  Asian  workers  for 
"30%  of  the  jobs  [throughout]  the 
city  as  redress  for  past  [racial]  dis- 
crimination." The  other  aspect  is 
the  demand  for  50%  of  the  jobs  for 
workers  from  the  community, 
aimed  at  the  exclusionary  practices 
of  the  union  which  affect  both 
white  and  third  world  nonunion 
workers.  As  an  example  of  this  uni- 


The  struggie  to  buHd  unity  through 
fighting  racism  is  real.  We  need  to 
counter  the  racist  trend  in  the  city 
with  a  progressive  trend  that  speaks 
to  the  economic  issues  that  affect 
all  working  people." 

(Correction:  Thanks  to  the  Guar- 
dian and  the  Banner  for  excerpts 
re-printed  in  the  [une.  1976  SEPAC 
Newsletter  arlicle.  "Third  World 
Workers  Win  Communit\'^Support." 
by  Michael  Kane.  Kane  also  wrote 
Ihe  "Open  Space  News"  article  on 
pg.  1.  June  SEPAC  Newsletter.) 
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Commentary 

Third  World  Jobs  Clearinghouse  Faces  De-Funding 


The  Third  World  /obs  Clearing  House  is  facing  de-funding  at  the 
hands  of  the  Boston  City  Council.  We  feel  that  this  oction  is  unjust  and 
harmful  to  our  communities.  It  is  our  intention  to  fill  you  in  on  the 
background  that  pertains  to  the  situation  and  to  ask  you  for  some 
specific  kinds  of  support.  Let  me  begin  by  outlining  for  you  the 
operational  history  of  the  Third  World  Jobs  Clearing  House. 

In  April,  ^975.  representatives  of  agencies  from  the  Black.  Chinese 
ond  Spanish  Speaking  Communities  came  together  to  form  the  Third 
World  jobs  Clearing  House.  These  were  agencies  that  had  been  attemp- 
ting to  place  Third  World  people  into  jobs  and  training  yvithin  the  con- 
struction industry.  In  September  of  1975,  a  grant  of  S237,ono.OO  wos 
given  to  Third  World  jobs  Clearing  House  by  Boston's  CRT.A  program. 
The  $217,000.00  dollars  was  to  be  used  to  place  360  men  from  the  Third 
World  communities  into  jobs  and  training  situations  within  the  con- 
struction industry.  The  money  was  also  to  be  used  for  counseling,  some 
auxiliary  training  ond  other  kinds  of  supportive  services.  The  funding 
period  was  to  be  of  a  one  year  duration,  from  September  1,  1975  to 
August  31, 1976.  During  this  spring  and  summer  the  Boston  City  Council, 
under  pressure  from  the  building  trades  unions,  began  to  move  to  have 
the  Third  World  Jobs  Clearing  House  de-funded.  The  main  reason  that 
the  City  Council  gives  for  its  action  in  attempting  to  defund  the  Third 
World  Jobs  Clearing  House  is  that  the  Third  World  jobs  Clearing  House 
has  used  violence  and  disruption  as  a  tactic  in  fulfilling  its  contractual 
obligation  to  the  city.  We  perceive  the  charge  as  a  smokescreen  that  will 
enable,  if  successful,  the  building  trades  unions  to  continue  their  dis- 
criminatory and  racially  exclusionary  hiring  practices.  For  your  benefit 
the  specific  activity  that  led  to  the  Council's  charge  requires  further 
clarification. 

After  the  Third  World  Jobs  Clearing  House  was  funded  in  September, 
1975,  a  staff  of  12  was  hired  lo  begin  immediate  implementation  of  the 
program.  As  word  got  around  our  communities,  unemployed  construc- 
tion workers  began  to  come  into  our  office  in  ever  increasing  numbers. 
We  otlempled  lo  place  them  but  found,  as  others  have  before  us,  that 
people  of  color  are,  by  and  large,  excluded  from  meaningful  participa- 


tion in  the  industry.  As  a  result  of  the  industries  intransigence,  the 
sense  of  frustration  that  the  jobless  workers  had  increased.  They  then 
decided  to  organize  and  to  begin  o  series  of  "job  actions"  and 
demonstrations  ot  various  job  sites  throughout  the  community  including 
a  march  from  the  South  End  to  Judge  Arthur  W,  Garrity's  Court.  (The 
purpose  of  the  march  was  an  attempt  to  get  the  fudge  to  include  the 
building  of  schools  in  his  desegregation  orders.  The  Judge  turned  the 
workers  down  on  legal  grounds.) 

The  Third  World  Workers  Association,  (which  is  the  name  that  the 
workers  chose  for  their  organization),  continues  to  pressure  the  in- 
dustry and  the  unions  for  jobs.  Also,  please  note  that  not  one  white 
worker  has  been  injured  as  a  result  of  any  oction  taken  b>'  the  Third 
World  Workers  Association.  By  this  remarkable  show  of  restraint  fa 
restraint  not  shown  recently  by  the  unions  at, their  job  actions)  the  men 
and  women  of  our  communities  have  demonstrated,  once  again,  that  the 
issue  for  them  is  one  of  justice  and  not  exhibitionism  or  hooliganism. 

The  statistics  speak  for  themselves.  During  the  initial  five  month 
operating  period  of  the  Clearing  House  we  were  able  to  place  fiO 
workers.  The  Third  World  Workers  Association  was  able  to  secure  15 
jobs  during  their  initial  two  weeks  of  demonstrations.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion in  our  minds  that  without  the  Workers  Association  that  we  would 
not  have  been  able  to  place  as  many  workers  of  color  as  we  have 
placed.  As  of  the  first  week  of  August  we  met  out  contractual 
obligations  to  place  360  workers.  By  the  end  of  August  we  exceeded  400 
placements.  The  significance  of  these  figures  become  clearer  when  you 
consider  the  fact  that  these  joBs  overage  more  than  six  dollars  per  hour, 
and  that  we're  also  speaking  of  the  acquisition  of  significant  skills  by 
these  workers.  What  can  you  do? 

Send  your  own  letter  of  support  lo  the  City  Council  and  Mayor  and 
follow  up  with  a  phone  call  (725-4400). 

Fernando  Domenech 
President 
Chuck  Turner 
Executive  Director 


As  the  Newsletter  went  to  press,  the  City  Council  had  voted  lo  tjit  funds 
for  the  Clearinghouse.  The  Clearinghouse  awaits  a  final  decision  by 
federal  officials  on  whether  it  is  to  be  refunded. 


Wujaw 

Cliinese  Caucus 


-  Th('  Chinese  Caucus,  or  Wujaw. 
(which  means  "helping  each 
other"),  is  a  t^^hiiieso  orgiinization 
sponsored  by  Ihc  Third  World  job 
Clearing  House,  il  helps  Chinese 
men  and  women  to  find  jobs  in  Ihe 
conslrucliun  industry.  The  Caucus 
helps  place  .skilled  Chinese  trades- 
people, as  well  as  placing  Chinese 
workers  in  trainee  and  appren- 
ticeship positions. 

Traililiiinally  Chinese  workers 
have  been  tracked  into  "Chinese 
jobs,"  Ihe  Chinese  laundry  and 
rcslauranl  business.  Wujaw  aims  lo 
help  people  expand  their  ability 
lo  work  al  skilled  trades  and  in  Ihe 
construction  industry.  Many 
Chinese  workers  are  in  fact  highly 


,ules-people.  However, 
lif'on  prevented  from 
Iheir   craft   and  skills 
1  Ihe  language  barrier, 
lack  of  kiiowledgc 


.ind  iin  ov 
al)nMl  jobs. 

The  Chinese  Caucus  has  been 
successful  in  placing  Chinese 
workers  in  Ihe  nnnslruclinn  in- 
iluslry  Ihns  lar  in  a  varieh  of  skills 
and  capacities.  However,  we  need 
siipporl  lo  conlinue  this  positive  a|)- 
proach  lo  job  placement  for 
Chinese  workers.  If  you  need  help 
anil/or  want  lo  help  wilh  placing 
\Chinese  people  in  Ihe  conslruclion 
industry,  call  Cary  Pong  or  Alex 
Won  al  26fi-8570. 


Back  Issues  of  SEPAC  Newsletter  Available 

Copies  of  the  SEPAC  Newsletter  are  available  through  Ihe  SEPAC  of- 
fice, 20  Union  Park,  262-4318.  Featured  stories  include: 

Vol.  VI,  No,  6  Fall  1974 

"BRA,  Mayor  Adopt  SECOT  Transportation  Plan  Thru  Traffic  to 

Decline."  p.  3 

"I,ow-Income  Elderly,  Rooming  House  Needs  Seen,"  p.  4 
"Cily  Assessor  Announces  South  End  Tax  Review,"  p.  R 
"New  Community  Lending  Program  Described."  p.  6 
Vol.  VII.  No.  1  March  1975 

"South  Enders  Support  S9  Million  Bond  Issue."  p.  2 

"The  Financial  Crisis  in  HUD  Housing."  pp.  6-7 

"Redesigning  Tremonl  SI.  and  Columbus  Ave.."  pp.  111-11 

"SEPAC  Wins  $1-2  Million  in  3'/,  Loans  for  Homeowners."  p.  12 

Vol.  VII,  No.  2  May  1975 

"SEPAC  Drafts  Housing  Policy."  p.  1.  pp.  fi-7 

Vol.  VII,  No.  3  July  1975 

"SEPAC  Elections,  July  15" 

Vol.  VII.  No.  4  September  1975 

"United  Slale  Sweeps  SEPAC  Election."  p.  1 

"Whal  is  Ihe  CDBG  Program?"  p.  2 

"Allernalives  lo  CDBG  Funds  (including  Cily  Bond  Issue,  Public  Hou.s- 
ing  Modernization,  312  Loans.  Slate  Programs,  and  Section  8).  p.  2  and  p. 
6 

Vol.  VII,  No.  5  November  1975 

"SEPAC  Voles  Public  Housing  Top  Priority  for  Cily  Funds."  p.  1.  pp.  4-5 
Vol.  VIII.  No.  1  Spring  1976 

"Third  World  Woi  kcrs  Fighl  for  |obs."  pp.  8-9 

"SEPAC  Prolesis  Racism.  Demands  Action  on  Economic  Issues,"  p.  2 
"l!17fi  South  End  Physical  Improvement  Program."  p.  6 
Vol.  VIII,  No.  2  June  1976 

"Special  Summer  Parks:  Open  Space  News."  p.  1.  p.  in 

"Coming  Down  ihe  Tracks  —  800  Trains  a  Day?"  p.  5,  p.  12 

"Street  Direction  Changes."  p.  6 

"SEPAC  Reviews  Final  Pine  Street  Inn  Plans."  p.  11 

"Third  World  Workers  Win  Community  Support."  p.  IB 

Vol.  VIII,  No,  3  July,  1976 

"The  Blackslone,"  p.  1.  p.  6 

"The  South  End  Makes  Progress  on  Parks."  p.  5 

"We'll  be  Able  to  Grow  Food  Instead  of  Garbage.  An  Interview  wilh 
Mel  King,"  p.  5 

Vol.  VIII,  No.  4  August-September  1976 

"Section  8:  The  Struggle  for  Low  Rent  Housing."  p.  1.  p.  8 
"Phil  Bradley  Reports  to  the  Communily."  p.  5 
"Ted  Landsmark  Addresses  South  End  Concerns."  p.  16 
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SEPAC  Homeowners  Committee  Sponsors  Tax  Assessment  Meeting 
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Now  That  Your  Tax  Bill  Has  Arrived . . . 


by  Michael  Kane 


By  now.  hard-pressed  South  End 
homeowners  and  tenants  are  feel- 
injj  the  crunch  from  Boston's  $56. fin 
tax  increiise  over  last  year's  tax  rate 
of  S2,5f)  ]jer  $1,000  assessment.  If  you 
arc  a  .Smith  Eni\  homeowner,  this 
means  a  lax  liill  increase  up*to  $750. 
dfpendinji  on  your  building's 
assessed  valuation.  If  you  are  a  ten- 
ant, this  could  mean  a  rent  in- 
crease in  the  S40-$50  per  month 
range. 

Why  the  Tax  Increase? 

Like  nlhi'i  ni.ijur  urban  centers. 
Ihr  (  ilv  -il  lln^lnn  is  in  the  midst  of 
n  si'\'-ii'  hii.in-  i.il  ,:rMs.  Thr  h.isic 


in  ,.11  I  'ii',  M'l  • 

[n-o[)('i  l\  t.i\ 

Allhiiufih  niui;h  of  Iho  increased 
(;r)sts  facing'  lh>'  C\\y  is  due  In  in- 
creased COsls  in  I   I.'  Illr  '-i(,fr(M)l 

lOefiarlmenl,   i  1 1  i  ■  .  I      1m  . 

pniir'i    0,l  S'il    Nllilliill  'll  np   ih  '.Llli' 

anil  l-il-Li!  .{ill  .iihI  .i  S'T,  .nillim, 
risi:  in  I   II'.    jii'ii,iniis  .iriil  t  sri  - 

South  End  Impact 

Some  South  End  buihiinps  may 
be  assessed  too  high.  If  you  pay 
more  than  25-3n'>'.  of  your  buiUi- 
iny's  market  value  or  reuUil  incnmi; 
in  t.ixcs.  \'nu  mn\  ■  li,^ll.l  '  Inr  a 
lax  abateiiHMil  |srr  ,1 1  l  h  I .  . .  i  1  i.iije 
/ 1 ).  Some  areas  or  slrccls  in  Lower 
Koxbiiry.  for  example,  may  lie 
assessed  loo  hijjh.  The  deadline  for 
filing  this  kind  of  abatement  is  Oct. 

Mnsi  liiiil.linus  in  ihr  South  End. 

'l0Ui■^  11,11-   ,is.sf-ssed  loo 

low  i  I,in,n,  in  lin  n  i,.,-,!  market 

^'alui'  ni'  rriil.il  incdiiin  This  is  due 
to   lllc  hcKxnnn    luw  assess- 

ments frnni  III  ni  r,  ■,.,,ns  ami  and 

till'  ll'-'llt  Sn,,  :,,„|  m.nlnl  ,iince 

Ihrn    ■  I  I  I,, in   i;,,|i,,i  ,,|  rni'MiNe- 

miMll...    siu.h    ,1S    .,lln,,|,s,  .,nln,i,,|ks, 

sowers,  and  parks  add  to  this  up- 
ward pressure  on  p];operty  values 
and  taxes, 

.Mihniirfi  the  immediate  problem 
loi  Smiih  End  homeowners  and 
tenants  is  this  year's  increase  in  the 
tax  rata,  the  City  will  conduct  ex- 
tensive ri'asse.ssment  of  all  South 


End  property  over  the  next  5  years. 
This  will  result  in  a  much  larger  in- 
crease in  your  tax  bill. 

With  the  City-wide ^  financial 
crunch.  City  and  BRA  policy  has 
been  to  increase  the  lax  base  in 
areas  like  the  South  End  throush 
extensive  public  investment.  The 
Cily  is  under  pressure  to  raise  taxes 
as  high  as  the  South  End  market 
will  bear  to  help  meet  rising  Cily 
costs. 

Who  Will  Be  Hardest  Hit? 

Perhajjs  hardest  hit  by  tax  in- 
creases are  the  many  South  End 

homeowners    and    Inn.in's   —  es- 

uiMilnsI  me. ins  (.,,in,L;hl  in  'lin  liii.in- 
cial  stitieeze  of  sky-rocketing  utilit> 
costs  and  the  lack  of  low-Cf)St  home- 

imprii\  nni'-nl  ninm  -  ihip  to  bank 
'  I  ni !  -Ii  III  irj"  ni  I  .!  I  -1,1  I  ,i|ie,  these 
ltMnir,n\  n,  •!  ■     ill  I  ml  1 11-,  l.ix  pinch 

 ,1    "  iii'Ii  nln,il  South  End  lax 

MM, •ill'-  ii)  catch  up  with 

lin  iisiiiM  s,ili  1  iuii;es  anfi  assess- 
ments of  re-habbed  rowhouses  on 
their  streets,  many  long-time 
I  unins  .ind  lower  income  tenants- 
ill  i  n  linijjnrbe  able  to  afford  liv- 

ii-          Smith  End. 

Mllinuj^li  this  pressure  has  been 
particularly  true  tor  black  and 
while  working-class  paople  o\or 
the  past  15  years,  int.reasingly  man\' 
of  (he  mostly  whit(;  professional 
newcomers  who  ma\  hrivn  lost  jobs 

or  watched  Ihi  i  1  inr  nini  .  ili,|  linn  in 

reliilion  to  nsm'  I        in-j  ,  nsis  .n 

selling  out  to  Inijlini -ini  umo  home 

buyers  or  absentee  apartment 
developers.  Many  of  the  home- 
I)u>ers  of  ten  years  ago  are  tody 
beginning  an  exodus  to  lower-cost, 
integrated  Boston  neighborhoods 
such  as  lamaica  Plain. 

Also  hard  hit  will  be  lodging 
hotise  owners,  who  because  of 
Boston's  peculiar  and  irregular 
assessing  methods  and  high 
oiieraling  costs  already  pay  |iro- 
jiorlionalely  high'  taxes.  Another 
hard-hit  group  will  be  non'|)rofil 
doveloptirs  of  rowhouses  who  are 
not  protected  by  "121  A"  lax  agree- 
ments. 


rirsi  National  Bank: 
1  hey  pay  less.  You  pay  more 


Dorchester  Homeowners  Demand 
Action  on  Tax  Loopholes. 


Tenants  To  Be  Hit 

Tenants  are  another  South  End 
group  that  will  be  hit  hard  by  the 
tax  increase.  Most  property  owners 
will  pass  along  most  or  all  of  the  tax 
increase  to  their  tenants. 

For  buildings  covered  by  rent 
control  (basically,  older  buildings 
or  lodging  houses  with  4  or  more 
apartment  onits|.  landlords  have 
pressed  the  Cily  for  an  "across-the- 
board"  rent  increase.  This  would 
pass  along  the  entire  tax  increase  to 
tenants  whose  rents  would  average 
about  i:i.4'  r  hiphnr. 

If  ymii  miinlhly  rent  is  $200  now. 
it  woulil  lin  ,S2:j"  if  Ibe  Boston  Rent 
n,i,ir,l  t'iins  in  In  Ihn  1 , ,  n  1 1 1 11  r  il  s '  rc- 

.jiinsl,   Ihn  K.'ni  I-:.  I  ,iiiil  M,i\or 

While  h.ivp  mil  m.tile  a  deiiision  on 
this  yet. 

If  you  are  a  tenant  in  an  owner- 
occupied  building  with  three  or 
fewer  apartments,  or  in  an 
absentee-owned  apartment  re- 
habilitated since  1972,  chances  are 
you  are  not  covered  by  rent  control. 
Your  landlord  will  probably  pass 
along  a  sizeable  chunk  of  the  lax  in- 
crease to  you. 

Homeowners  and  tenants  are  in 
the  same  boat  with  the  lax  increase. 
As  with  homeowners,  the  tenants 
hardest  hit  will  be  those  with 
modeftt  incomes,  'esfjecially 
minorities,  lix'ing  in  older,  non-re- 
haliililated  buildings. 

What  Can  You  Do  About  This? 
Tax  Abatements 

SEPAC's  Homeowner  Com- 
miliee.  chaired  by  SEPAC  member 
Katie  Blake,  is  sponsoring  a  Public 
Meeting,  on  Monday.  October  25. 
on  Tuesday,  October  2B.  at  7;,'in  p.m. 
at  the  Mackey  School.  Warren  Ave., 
to  distribute  information  and  dis- 
cuss ways  South  End  homeowners 
can  deal  with  the  tax  increase.  If 
\'ou  l)eli(^ve  you  are  over  assessed, 
you  must  file  for  ahaleinenls  by  Oc- 
tober 31  Hard-pressed  property 
owners  may  be  eligible  for  special 
lax  abatements  for  elderly,  blind, 
widowed,  or  "hardship"  cases.  The 
deadline  for  filing  for  these  kinds  of 
abatements  is  somewhat  later.  See 
pg.  on  of  this  Newsletter  to  check 
whether  this  applies  lo  you  and 
how  to  file  if  it  does. 

Eiling  for  abatements  is  usually 
more  effective  if  done  in  groups  In 
the  last  two  years.  9,50  homeowners 
in  Dorchester  organized  and  filed 
abatements  in  groups  and  won  over 
$180,000  in  tax  relief. 
Properly  Tax  Loopholes 

Boston  Fair  Share,  the  local 
branch  of  a  statewide  citizens' 
group  working  for  economic  justice, 
has  launched  a  City-wide  campaign 
lo  close  tax  loopholes  that  currently 
exist  in  the  property  tax.  According 
lo  a  Fair  Share  Fact  Sheet.  "These 
loopholes  mean  that  currently  big 
business,  large  real  estate  firms  and 
wealthy  universities  escape  paying 
their  fair  share  of  property  taxes  to 
the  city.  These  loopholes  result  in 
sidislantial  tax  breaks  for  a  select 
few  at  the  expense  of  the  already 
overburdened  tenants  and  home- 


IVIallapan  Homeowners  al  Abalement-Loophole  Meeting. 


owners  of  Boslo 
hoods." 


neighbo 


The  Box  on  p.  4  outlines 
some  of  these  loopholes. 

l-'air  Share  es- 
limales  that  at  least  $70  million 
could  be  gained  lo  the  City  by  clos- 
ing these  loopholes. 
Absentee  Luxury  Apartments 

Another  loophole  which  has  been' 
discovered  in  the  South  End  is  that 
a  number  of  absentee  luxury  apart- 
menl  developers  are  apparently 
assessed  at  a  lower  rate  than 
owner-occupied  buildings  of 
similar  quality  and  value.  A  study, 
originally  commissioned  by  Mayor 
White  in  1974,  demonstrated  Thai 
one  such  developer  (Goldweitz  Co.) 
has  lower  assessment  rales  on  some 
.50  buildings  than  other  South  End 
owners.  Preliminary  evidence  in 
the  study  suggests  that  large-scale 
developers  other  than  Goldweitz 
Co.  are  similarly  favored.  (The 
Mayor's  Office  disassociated  itself 
from  the  rejiort  after  il  came  out.l 
Alternatives  lo  the  Properly  Tax 
One  basic  problem  with  the 
properly  tax  is  thai  it  is  basically 
unfair,  taxing  rich  and  poor  al  the 
same  rate,  regardless  of  their  abili- 
ty lo  pay.  In  Boston,  as  in  mo^t  other 
big  cities,  poor  areas  are  often 
taxed  at  higher  rales  than  areas  that 
are  better-off.  Thi'  property  tax  has 
built-up  problems  in  making  fair  or 
accurate  assessments  from  house  to 
house. 

Taking  all  this  into  account,  il 
becomes  clear  that  the  property  tax 
is  a  very  poor  way  for  cities  lo  rai.se 
revenue.  What  are  the  alterna- 
tives? 

One  idea  is  called  a  "payroll 
tax."  This  is  a  lax  which  would  be 
levied  on  ntin-Boslon.  suburban 
residents  who  work  in  Boston  and 
benefit  from  City  services.  Boston- 
based  employers  would  charge  this 
tax  on  non-resident  employees  by 
deducting  it  from  their  paychecks. 

A  Boston  payroll  tax  was  recently 
Iiroposed  by  Mayor  White 
However,  under  state  law,  the  State 


Legislature  would  have  to  approve 
il.  Recently,  the  Massachusetts 
Senate  voted  down  the  Mayor's 
proposal. 

Another  long-range  alternative  lo 
the  property  lax  is  the  Graduated 
Income  Tax  (GIT].  At  present.  Mas- 
sachusetts has  an  income  lax.  but 
all  taxpayers  —  no  matter  what 
your  income  —  pay  the  same  rale. 
On  November  2  voters  will  have  a 
chance  lo  vole  on  a  proposed  State 
referendum  calletl  "Question  #2" 
which  would  change  this. 

if  Question  #2  passes  on  Nov.  2, 
most  people  making  less  than  $22,- 
000  each  year  would  pay  less  state 
income  tax  than  they  do  now.  Nlost 
jieo|)le  making  more  than  $22,000 
each  year  would  ()ay  at  a  higher 
rate. 

Question  #2  will  have  no  im- 
mediate effect  on  the  Boston 
proi)erty  tax.  Bui  it  would  open  the 
door  lo  increased  state  revenues 
and  more  state  aid  to  cities  like 
Boston  in  the  future.  Since  most 
Boston  tax|)ayers  would  benefit 
from  a  Graduate  Income  Tax,  this 
could  be  a  way  to  increase  Boston's 
total  tax  revenues,  taking  pressure 
off  the  properly  tax,  by  taxing 
wealthier  people  in  Boston's  sub- 
urbs. 


You  May  Be  Eligible  for  Relief 
On  Your  Property  Tax  Bill 

by  Lew  Finfer  and  Michael  Kane 

How  to  File  for  a  Tax  Abatement 


If  you  are  a  widow,  disabled. 
veteran,  blind,  over  70  years  of  age, 
too  poor  to  pay  your  taxes  or  just 
plain  over-taxed  —  you  moy  be 
eligible  for  an  nbatenieni  or  refund 
on  your  property  taxes. 

Where  do  I  go  for  informalion? 

Call  or  visit  South  End  Little  Cily 
Hall.  109-111  W.  Newton  Street,  267- 
4010,  to  get  the  forms  for  various 
types  of  abatement.  An  abatement 
means  a  reduction  on  your  tax  bills. 

To  join  with  other  South  End 
homeowners,  attend  the  Public 
Meeting  sponsored  by  the  SEPAC 
Homeowner  Committee  on  Tues- 
day. October  26,  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the 
Macltey  School.  Or  contact  Bob 
Terrell  at  the  SEP.AC  office,  20 
Union  Park  (262-4318)  or  Kalie 
Blake.  Chairperson  of  the  SEPAC 
Homeowner  Committee  for  further 
information.  Abatement  forms  will 
be  available  for  people  to  fill  out  at 
the  October  26  Public  Meeting. 

How  do  I  know  if  I'm  over-assessed 
'  and  should  file  for  a  tax  abatement 
based  on  over-assessment? 

There  are  general!)  two  kind.s  of 
abatements;  "statutory"  (thosi? 
which  are  set  by  state  law.  such  as 
for  widows,  (he  elderly  and  the 
blind)  and  ''discretionary" 
abatements,  which  are  based  on 
decision.s  of  individual  assessors 
from  each  city  and  town.  The  main 
rea.son  for  a  discretionary  abate- 
ment is  that  an  individual  feels  his 
or  her  property  is  overvalued  in 
relation  to  similar  quality  property 
in  the  city.  Another  reason  is  in- 
dividual hardship  |.see  below). 

Sometimes  individuals  or  whole 
neighborhoods  or  streets  within 
cities  are  assessed  higher  than 
other  neighborhoods.  (This  may  be 
true  for  Lower  Roxbury  in  the 
South  End.  for  example.)  Assess- 
menls  have  lo  be  made  as  some 
proportion  of  the  market  value 
(selling  price)  of  the  house  or  the 
rental  income  it  takes  in. 

Your  house  should  be  assessed 
about  25%-30%  of  its  market  value 
if  it's  assessed  fairly.  So  if  your 
house  is  worth  $15,000  it  should  be 
a.ssessed  for  about  $4,500. 

If  you  live  in  a  two,  three,  or  four 
family  house  in  Boston,  you  can  use 
an  im:ome  formula  to  judge  your 
assessment.  Add  up  the  rent  from 
your  tenants  for  a  year  and  add  a 
similar  .share  for  your  own  apart- 
ment. Your  tax  hill  (use  last  year'.s 
(ax  rate  of  S200  per  SlOOO  assess- 
ment) should  be  equal  to  about  25''V 
of  this  yearly  potential  income.  If 


you  paid  more,  (hen  thaCs  the 
amount  you  are  over-assessed. 

You  can  compare  your  tax  bill  lo 
friends  and  neighbors  and  see  if  it 
is  equal  for  houses  of  similar  value 
or  with  similar  rents,  You  might  be 
in  line  with  yam  neighbors,  but 
people  in  another  neighborhood 
might  be  assessed  lower. 

What  Can  1  do  if  I'm  over-assessed? 

If  you  believe  you  are  over- 
ussessed.  (hen  you  can  file  Form  128 
as  an  application  for  lax  aha(emenl 
based  on  over-assessment.  These 
mus(  be  filed  wi(hin  (hirty  (30)  days 
of  getting  your  tax  bill  for  the  fiscal 
year.  For  most  South  End  (ax- 
payers,  (his  means  by  October  31 
this  year.  The  City  Assessor  decides 
whether  you  are'over-assessed  and 
qiudify  for  an  abatement, 

Some  communi(y  groups  have 
gotten  hundreds  of  members  lo  file 
for  aiiatements  in  a  group  to  put 
more  united  pressure  on  their  local 
government.  Filing  abatement 
applications  as  a  group  has  bHen 
done  successfully  in  Dorcheslnr 
whfM'H  9nn  homeowners  have  won 
$180,000  in  lax  abatements  the  lasl 
two  years. 

Boston  Fair  Share,  a  citizens 


explain  what  is  happening 
elsewher,e  in  Boston. 

Should  I  pay  by  tax  bill  in  full  this 
month  while  filing  for  an 
abatement? 

Probably,  yes.  If  ynu  withhold 
payment  on  all  or  part  nf  your  (ax 
bill,  the  Ci(y  will  begin  charging 
annual  interest  on  the  amount  you 
withhold  af[er  October  31.  If  you 
file  for  an  abatement  and  get 
(urned  down  six  months  later  by  the 
(^ity  Assessor,  you  will  have  to  pay 
the  amount  ymi  withheld  /ilus  the 
accrued  inlcicsl  on  thi.s  aimiunt.  If 
you  withhold  and  your  abatement  is 
approved  later,  you  will  get  a  re- 
fund and  won't  have  to  pay  interest, 
but  there  is  a  risk  involved. 

So  il's  probably  a  good  idea  lo 
pay  your  full  lax  bill  this  month,  if 
you  can  afford  it.  but  also  lo  file  for 
an  abatement  if  you  think  you 
qualify.  If  they  turn  you  down,  you 
haven't  lost  anything.  If  they  ap- 
prove your  application,  you  will 
either  gel  a  refund  check  from  the 
Assessor's  Office,  or  a  reduction  in 
your  next  lax  bill  in  April,  1977. 

But  what  if  you  simply  can't  afford 
lo  pay  the  full  lax  bill  this  month? 


Roxbury  homeowners  fill  oul  abalemeni  forms  al  recent  Fair  Share 


meelinf;, 

group  with  local  chapters 
throughout  the  Cily,  is  planning  a 
coordinated  mass-filing  campaign 
for  abatements  on  over-assessed 
buildings  this  month.  For  additional 
information  or  assistance  on  how  to 
file  for  abatements  or  on  how  to 
link  up  with  other  taxpayers  in  the 
South  End  and  elsewhere  in  Boston, 
attend  the  October  26  Public 
Meeting  sponsored  by  the  SEPAC 
Homeowner  Committee.  Fair  Share 
representatives  will  be  present  to 


Should  you  pay  the  full  bill? 

You  may  be  eligible  for  what  is 
called  a  Clause  18  "Hardship 
Abatement"  (see  below  on  whether 
or  not  this  applies  lo  yooj.  If  you 
think  you  qualify  for  a  Hardship 
Abalemeni,  it  is  very  important  not 
to  pay  the  full  tax  bill  this  month; 
pay  only  what  you  think  you  can  af- 
ford. If  you  do  pay  the  full  amount, 

Icontintietl  lo  pg.  J8I 


NOTICIAS  PARA  INQUILINOS 

por  Bob  Terrell  y  Mauricjo  Gaston 


Msando  Ei  Lena  "Tenemos  que 
levantarnos  y  pe/ear,  no  vomos  a 
ser  movidos".  El  SEPAC  tenant 
comite,  esta  parocinamdo  una  con- 
ferencia  de  F.H.A.  inquilinos  en  ei 
South  End. 

Personas  escogidas  y  reuniones 
discutiran  urbon  renewal,  eJ  FHA, 
con  sus  problemas  y  su  crisis  con  la 
gente  de  ingresobado  de  quedarse 
en  el  South  End. 

La  conferencia  tendra  iugar  en  el 
Blackstone  community  school  at  330 
Showmut  Ave.  (entre  la  Washing- 
ton St.  y  Shawmut  Ave.)  el  Sahado^ 
Octubre  23,  de  las  9:00  am  hasta  las 
8:00  pm.  El  cuidado  motutino  y  la 
transportacion  para  los  viejos  seran 
provistas. 

Llame  al  SEPAC  comite  de  in- 
quilinos al  telefone  262-4318. 


F.H.A.  Tenants  Conference  23deoctub,a 


Estimados  Amigos: 

Como  ustecies  sabian,  hay  una 
cri'sis  nacional  en  la  vivienda  de 
F.H.A,  Hay  muy  pocos  projectos  de 
F.H.A.  que  est^n  en  una  condicion 
financiera  saludahle:  !a  gran 
mayoria  enfrentan  problemas 
serios.  La  realidad  es  que  no  han 
pagado  sus  hipotecas.  muchas  de 
ellas  han  siHo  enbargadas  por  el 
gobierno  federal. 

En  ei  Soulh  End,  la  vivienda  de 
FHA  estn  en  una  posicii^n  impor- 
tanlR.  DespiK^s  tie  15  nnos  de 
rnnovacif'in  iirhiin;i.  lii  vivienda  de 
F.H,.A,  v.s  prai:lit:iimnnle  ta  iinica 
vivienda  (li.s|)i)nihln  pnra  genie  de 
ingre.so  iiajn  o  motlerntlo.  .sohre 
lotio  pnra  negros,  ialinns,  n  rhinos. 
I, OS  vi(^j().s  r(^sidcnlr's  del  Snulh  End, 
tanid  in(|ni!inn.s  comt)  thicnos  do 
ca.sa,  han  sidd  th-spla/ailos  de  his 
Vi^ias  r  ,i,s,,s  (Ir  l.uliiild.  Ksln  h.l  si(!(. 

nil  F.Mh-r.il.  r\  I3KA.  >•  h).s  inlcrcscs 
ill-  Incncs  ininuihih'.s  T'lcal  iistalc"! 
p.ira  ('h'\ar  el  lUTcin  di-1  Icrri'nn  \' 
Ins  ini[ni(',sli)s  -i  hi  laudad.  Pi)]-  csii  i^l 


fuluro  de  la  vivienda  da  FHA  es  tan 
crftica.  Si  el  Gobierno  confisca  la 
vivienda  de  F.H.A.  hay  un  peligro 
real  de  que  los  vendan  en  subasta 
para  proteger  sus  inversiones.  El 
caso  de  Meth-Union  y  de  Rutland- 
E.  Springfield  Housing  demuestra 
que  los  quepromueven  viviendas  de 
iujo  estan  ansionsos  de  comprar  es- 
los  edif icios  y  convertirlos  en 
viviendas  de  lujo. 

Si  permitimos  que  esto  paso,  se 
jniede  esperar  que: 

1.  Los  bancos  reteniendo  la 
hipoleca  consigan  su  dinero  del 
Gobierno. 

2.  El  Gobierno  Federal  consiga  su 
dinero  vendiendo  los  edificios. 

3.  Las  companias  contraladas  para 
nonverlir  estos  edificios  en  casas 
de  hijo  nnnsigan  su  dinero. 

4.  Los  nupvos  thienos  consigan  sus 
,u,in.ini:i,is  cnn  rt;ntas  allisinias  >' 
.ihri,U[is  de  impiieslos. 

T),  I, IIS  niirvDS  dui'fins  rh^  prnpicihiil 
en  I'l  South  Rn.l  sr  hmrlii  i.iian 
(Irl    aiinu-nln    dr  |hm(.i,, 
KM-renu.  L^is  rcntas  \  i;l  \'ahir  ih' 


las  casas  cerca  de  los  projectos 
aumentaran. 
B.  El  gobierno  de  la  ciudad  se 
beneficiara  del  aumento  de  im- 
puestos. 

Mucha  gente  sacara  provecho  de 
este  proceso,  para  los  inquilinos  no. 
Para  los  inquilinos  las  rentas  van  a 
subir  hasta  que  nadie  la  pueda 
pagar.  Esta  claro  que  si  este  proceso 
continua,  los  trabajadores  no  van  a 
poder  vivir  en  el  South  End.  Una 
comunidad  fuerte,  orgullosa.  y 
vieja  quedaria  destruida. 

Como  respuesia  a  esta  crisis  el  , 
comitf?  de  inquilinos  de  SEPAC  ha 
decidido  que  la  vivienda  de  F.H.A. 
es  una  de  sus  mas  altas  prioridades. 
Ha  organizado  una  campana  de 
F.H.A.  y  ha  impulsado  a  los  in- 
quilinos a  organizarce  en  uniones. 
Creemos  que  solo  cuanrio  los  in- 
n  111  linns  se  organ  izan  pueden 
p  i  r  c  e  r  la  p  r  e  s  i  n  n  p  o  1  fl  i  c  a  . 
pi:nnnmir,i  \'  h'^.il  npcesaria  para 
icsi.ai.w  \  nifjnr.ii  la  vivienda  en 
qui'  \'i\  pn. 


La  \fltima  etapa  de  la  campaT\a 
sera  una  conferencia 'de  inquilinos 
il  proximo  23  de  Octubre  en  la  es- 
cuela  Blackstone,  en  el  50  de  la 
calle  W.  Brookline  (entre  Shawmut 
y  Washington)  de  9  a.m.  a  8  p.m. 
Esperamos  consequir  2  cosas 

1)  que  la  informacion  que 
tenemos  nosotros- Hague  a  los  in- 
quilinos; 

2)  ayudar  a  organizer  una  federa- 
cion  de  inquilinos  del  South  End 
que  sea  suficientemente  grande  y 
suficientemente  fuertepara  enfren- 
tar  el  desafio  que  nos  espera. 

Le  instamos  que  atienda  la  con- 
ferencia y  que  traiga  amigos  y 
vecinos.  "A  plantarnos  y  a  luchar. 
No  nos  mover^n." 

Si  quiere  ponerse  en  contacto 
con  el  comil^  de  inquilinos  de 
SEPAC.,para  Irabajaren  la  conferen 
cia  0  paraconsequir  informacidn, 
llame  a: 

Boh  Terrell 

Mauricio  Gaston 

262-4318 


Por  un  inviemo  caliente 


El  Martes  7  de  Sopliemhre  de  1976 
siele  miemhrus  dc  l.i  Uninn  de  In- 
quilinos dn  Tucki'rman  lu\'ieron 
una  FfMinion  rnn  pI  Rp\'orenclo  Mur- 
iiiH:k,  iliipclfu-  pii'i:iiti\'o  de  la  cor- 
|)ni',i(:ion  tiui,'  es  duefia  de  Tucker- 
man  y  con  el  senor  vvilliams  de  hi 
CompaRia  de  Adminislracinn  de 
VYiiliams. 


-I 


comite  ie  hahia  pedido  al 
rcnrln  Murdock  (jiie  prepara 
|ini  liv  fi  n.incicrn  r|ue  cuhriera 

lindn   ,|r   rllrMi   dr)   76  ii  jullo 


ppt.ir  I 


le^ihl 
chiM 


:ifr, 


I. a  cumpania 


Rompiendo  pihatas  el  el  Festival  Betances.  en  Plaza  West  el  Sabado  25 
de  septiembre.  Lao  piflatas  las  hicieron  y  las  llenaton  de  dulces  los  nin. 
OS  en  el  programa  Areyto  de  IBA. 


n  di'l.ilh's  V  nn  in- 
j)di<i  cnniprnhai- 
iccedio  a 

Mr  los  recibos  y  a  revisar  los 
aGLierJlns  con  el  abogado  ■  Dan 
Sullivan.  Se  lUimar.'i  otra  reunion 
con  !a  directiva  de  Tuckerman  para 
disculir  csle  asunto  mas. 

El  senor  Williams  accedio  a  los 
siguientes  reclames  de  la  Union  de 
Angel  Amy  Moreno]  loquilinos  de  Tuckerman. 

1.  Exterminar  ratones  y  cu- 
carachas  cada  3  meses  en  todos 
los  edificios  y  avisar  con  adelanto  a 


los  Inquilinos  de  horario. 

2.  Recoleclar  basura  4  voces  a  la 
semana. 

3.  Se  empleara  un  guardia  de 
seguridad  para  cuiriar  edificios  en 
las  calles  Northampton.  Shawmut, 
y  Washington  que  provera  servicios 
durante  el  dia  entre  semana  y  de 
noche  los  fines  de  semana.  El  guar- 
dia en  los  ediiicios  altos  en  el  1858 
V\'  a  s  h  1  n  g  t  o  n  >■  in  Hammond 
cuidaran  de  noche  Ins  finrs  de 
semana.  on  vey.  de  ili.i  ,  ,i(lrin,is  de 
culdar  ric  dia  enlrp  >,i'm,iii,i, 

4.  Borden,  del  34  ili'  Li  I  Liminimd 
(tel.  442-77641  (-".s  e!  sii  p.  ir  tpm- 
poral.  Por  favor  sientasc  lihiu  de 
llamar  a  su  casa  durante  cuaiqu/er 
emergencia  despu^s  que  la  oficina 
de  administracion  se  cierre.  Cuan- 
do  se  emplee  un  supervisor  per- 
manente,  los  inquilinos  recibiran 
noticia  con  su  nombre.  direccion,  y 
tel^fono. 

5.  Los  pisos  y  pasillos  del  1855 
Washington  St.  y  el  10  Hammond 
seran  lavados,  encerados  y  pulidos 
4  veces  al  ano. 

(conlinutuio  pg,  14) 
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Ted  Landsmark  se  Dirige  a  las  Preocupaciones 
del  South  End 


Ted  Landsmark  preside  una  reunion  de  SEPAC.  Landsmark  sigue  a  Luz 
Cuadrado  (1974-75)  y  a  Phil  Bradley  (1975-76)  como  moderador.  Es 
aderaar  director  de  la  Asocialion  de  Conlratistas  de  Boston,  una 
organizacion  dedicada  a  consequir  trabajo  para  conlratistas  tercermun- 
distas  en  esta  diudad. 

Mensaje  del  Moderador 


El  South  End  recibe  atencion  de  mucho  liempo  que  hay  pre'stamos 
ia  ciudad  entera.  como  la  primera  disponibles  llamados  seccion  312 
comunidad  que  con  6xslo  es  racial  y  (312  loans).  SEPAC  se  ha  esforzado 
economicamenle  mezcjado.  El  prin-  en  ayudar  a  duenos  de  casas 
cipal  objetivo  de  SEPAC  es  aumen-  locales,  proponiendo  una  corpora- 
tar  la  parlicipacion  de  todas  Jos  per-  cion  de  asistencia  en  viviendas  en 
sonas  dej  South  End  para  obtener  el  South  End,  que  proveena 
mayor  controJ  de  nuesfra  com-  asistencia  tecnica  en  muchosaspec- 
unidod.  tos  de  viviendas,  parlicularmente  , 

Viviendas  si  colaborara  con  la  nueva  Agencia 

Continuamos  nuestra  promesa  de  Financiera  de  Massachusetts  para 
apresurar  la  rehabilitacion  de  Hipotecas  de  Casas.  (Mass.  Hom^e 
viviendas  pfiblicas,  ayudando  Mortgage  Finance  Agency)  po.dna 
grupos  de  inquilinos  a  pon^r  priori-  ayudar  mucho  a  los  duenos  de  casas  . 
dades  para  las  rehabilitaciones.  y  en  mejorar  sus  propiedades  y  que 
poniendole.  presion  a  las  autori-  los  impuestos  de  propiedad  estan 
dades  de  viviendas  piiblicas  y  a  la  subiendo. 

ciudad  de  Boston  para  que  hagan  Seguimos  trabajando  en  la  pro- 
una  reparo  total  de  apartamientos.  puesta  del  Tent  City  Task  Force. 
Parlicularmente  en  los  projectas  de  Los  planes  basados  en  el  estudio 
la  Catedral  y  Lenox/Camden.  que  hizo  SEPAC  hace  dos  anas. 

Fondos  federales  (Seccion  8  (sec-  para  el  desarroUo  de  la  area  "Tent 
tion  8)  para  viviendas  son  los  uni-  city"  y  han  sido  detenidos  por 
cos  fondos  ahora  generalmente  demasiado  tiempo  y  esta  claro  que 
desponiblesparalaconstruccionde  este  ano  debe  ser  el  principio  del 
viviendas  para  personas  de  in-  desarroUo  de  esta  area, 
gresos  bajos  y  moderados,  Mientras 
el  South  End  necesite  dar  vivi- 
endas a  residentes  del  South  End 
con  ingresos  bajos  y  moderados, 
SEPAC  tiene  que  presionar  a  las 
autoridades  para  que  asignen  fon- 
dos para  subsidies  subslanciales  en 
el  South  End.  Tenemos  que  contar 
con  que  las  autoridades  federales 
contribuyana  nuestro  gran  exito  en 
la  integracion  econ(imica,  social,  y 
racial,  proveyendo  fondos  que  per- 
mitan  que  personas  de  ingresos  ba- 
jos y  moderados  sigan  aqui,  segun 
financieros  de  Sectores  privados 
animana  personas  de  altos  ingresos 
a  mudarse  a  nuestras  viviendas  y 
rehabilitarlas. 

El  programa  de  la  ciudad  para  el 
mejoramiento  de  viviendas  de  in- 
dividuos  privados  ha  sido  in- 
adecuado  para  asislir  a  duenos  de 
casas  en  el  South  End.  quizes  solo 
porque  la  oficina  que  nos  sirve  a 
nosotros  esta  localizada  en 
Charieslown.  que  adem^s  de  estar 


Transportacion 

Este   invierno   empezara,  la 


primera  etap; 


de  construccion  de 


una  nueva  linea  de  tren  llamada 
Orange  Line.  El  tren  pasara  por  el 
South  End  en  rieles  que  compartira 
con  Amirak.  en  cuanto  lerminen  el 
tunel  bajo  South  Cove,  que  conec- 
tar^  la  eslacio'n  de  tren  de  Back  Bay 
con  la  de  downtown.  SEPAC  con- 
tinuar^  presionado  para  que  mas 
personas  de  la  comunidad  se  en- 
vuelvan  en  la  planificacion  de  las 
facilidades  de  transito  en  las 
nuevas  estaciones  de  Back  Bay.  y  la 
Avenida  Mass.  Ave.  y  para  mas  en- 
volviniiento  de  la  Comunidad  en  la 
construccion  de  estas. 

Los  planes  para  reconstruir  las 
Calles  Columbus  y  Tremont  han 
sido  terminados.  y  SEPAC  con- 
tinuara  presionando  para  que  usen 
imedialamente  los  fondos  dis- 
ponibles para  lerminar  estas 
calles.  Ha  sido  poco  el  envolvi- 

   ^   miento  que  la  comunidad  ha  tenido 

lejos.  tiene  problemas  raciales.  en  los  planes  del  Departamiento  de 
Tampoco  se  le  ha  dejado  saber  a  trabajos  publicos  (Department  of 
sufficientes  a  personas  del  South  Public  Works)  para  cerrar  y  recon- 
End  que  han  sido  residentes  por     slruir  las  salidas  de  la  avenida 


Massachusetts  hacia  la  carrelera 
(espressway)  e  igual  que  otras 
vecindades  afecladas  por  tales  in- 
ter rupciones  han  sido  llamadas 
para  participar  en  la  planificacion 
de  de  otras  calles  alternativas,  debe 
SEPAC  asi  miso  asistir  para 
resolver  los  problemas  de  construc- 
cion que  vendran. 

Desarollo  Economico 
Bajo  el  programa  federal  de  fon- 
dos llamado  Seccion  3,  (section  3) 
los  negocios  locales  recibiran 
prioridad  en  cuanto  a  las  construc- 
ciones  y  actividades  que  reciben 
fondos  federales,  que  se  Uevaran  a 
cabo  en  las  comunidades.  As/  que 
las  estaciones  de  gas,  restaurantes, 
ferreterfas  y  otras  liendas  estan 
supuestas  a  ser  especificamente 
mencionadas  en  ciertas  propueslas 
para  construccion  con  fondos 
federales.  El  programa  que  esta  en 
su  primer  ano  empezo  un  poco 
vacilante,  pero  con  un  comienzo 
prometedor  en  el  South  End, 
SEPAC  ha  sido  designado  como  en 
Banco  de  Liquidacion  local  (Clear- 
inghouse) para  los  Negocios  in- 
teresados  en  ser  incluidos.  La 
prioridad  este  afio  sera  para  la  ex- 
pansion de  Negocios  locales. 

Varios  grupos  de  la  Comunidad 
han  presionado  para  que  en  las 
clausuras  de  trabajos  en  el  South 
End  el  507.  sean  para  trabajadores 
minoritarios.  y  es  probable  que 
SEPAC  continue  apoyando  esta 
posicion  en  vista  de  la  composicion 
de  nuestra  comunidad.  Clausulas 
similares  para  negocios  minori- 
tarios han  demostrado  que  el 
dinero  se  puede  quedar  dentro  de 
la  comunidad.  SEPAC  tiene  que 
seguir  presionando  para  que  esta 
clase  de  obligaciones  continue  en 
los  contratos. 

Es  por  fin  hora  de  que  los 
planificadores  del  South  End  en- 
valuen  seriamenle  los  recursos 
economicos  de  nuestras  comunida- 
des (buena  transportacion.  espacio 
para  industria  liviana  que  esta  mal 
utiiizado.  estacionamentos.  etc.)  con 
la  idea  de  trabajar  con  las  agendas 
ahora  existenles,  projectando  hacia 


el  desarollo  economico.  creando 
planes  que  aumenten  los  empleos 
en  el  South  End  aumenlando  los 
Irabajos  disponibles.  SEPAC  f)uede 
asislir  en  eva/uar  las  fuerzas  es- 
pecificas  en  nuestra  comunidad,  y 
reunir  a  los  planificadores  y 
promolores  economicos  en  esta 
area. 

FA  programa  de  (lesarrollo  urhano 
cslil  suhstancialm(?n  to  mucrlo 
(hasta  (lue  en  Washington  hagnn 
algunos  cambios  y  decidan  olra 
cnsa)  reemplazado  por  el  pro- 
grama de  desarroUo  do  la  comu- 
nidad c|ue  ahora  di'i  fondos  a 
SEPAC,  . 

Servicios  Sociales  y  Escuelas 
Variiis  agencias  de  servicios 
Sociales  [H.S.E.S..  SNAP)  se  han 
e  neon  trade  con  problemas  muy 
serios  este  ano.  SEPAC.  que  recibe 
fondos  para  el  desarollo  economico 
do  ia  comunidad,  y  que  no  exislira 
si  no  fuera  |)or  las  agendas  que  se 
dedican  especificamente  a  dar  ser- 
vicios sociales  (|ue  la  pe(|uoiia 
Alcaldia,  SEPAC  y  otras  organi- 
zacione.s  similares  no  |)ueclen  dar. 
tiene  (pie  a\'udar  a  eslas  agencias 
dejandule  saiier  a  la  comunidad  tie 
los  problemas,  y  apoyando  el  es- 
fuerzo  de  las  agencias  para  obtener 
apoyo  financif!ro  de  la  comunidad  y 
tambien  [lara  sus  programas. 

Similarmente  empleados  de  las 
escuelas  y  los  problemas  progra- 
maticos  seran  escrutinados  por 
SEPAC.  segun  Boston  se  mueve 
hacia  una  forma  de  control  en  las 
escuelas  de  nuestra  Comunidad. 
Conclusion 
Al  cumplir  con  sus  obligaciones 
bajo  el  viejo  plan  de  renovacion  ur- 
bana  y  al  articular  las  preocupa- 
ciones que  la  Comunidad  tenia 
acerca  del  proceso  de  renovacion 
urbana,  SEPAC  logro  obtener  el 
apoyo  de  grupos  y  intlividuos  den- 
tro V  fuera  de  la  comunidad.  [lero 
SEPAC  lambie'n  fue  vislo  como 
divisive  y  obslruccionista  donde  al 
parecer  los  intereses  de  la  com- 
unidad estaban  an  confliclo  con  los 
objectivos  de  los  planificadores 
publicos  y  los  desa  roll  adores 
piiblicos  y  los  promotores  privados. 

Este  cambio  en  fondos,  priori- 
dades  federales,  y  organizacion 
financiera  en  todas  paries  de  la 
ciudad  marcan  un  cambio  impor- 
tante  para  SEPAC,  parlicular- 
mente eii  nuestras  relaciones  con  la 
alcaldia  y  grupos  del  la  comuni- 
dad. SEPAC  sigue  siendo  el  flnico 
cuerpo  elegido  en  el  South  End 
alrav^s  del  proceso  electoral  de  la 
ciudad  para  representar  todas  ios 
vecindarios  del  South  End.  La 
variedad  de  personas  en  el  South 
End  hace  esta  representaci^n  esen- 
cial  para  la  evaluacion  del  interes 
de  la  Comunidad  en  como  se  com- 
parten  los  fondos  con  otras  Vecin- 
dades y  dentro  del  South  End. 
SEPAC  como  /rbiiro  e  intercesor 
principal  para  las  posiciones  en  la 
comunidad,  tiene  una  responsi- 
bilidad  at^n  mas  grande  que  antes. 
SEPAC  tiene  que  dar  cuentas  a  las 
Vecindades  porque  el  fundamento 
de  SEPAC  es  la  Comunidad  entera. 
y  no  un  grupo  politico,  economico,  o 
racial. 

Theodore  Landsmark 
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Los  musicos  do  Areylo  canlan  para  el  future  de  Villa  Victoria.  Otras  ac- 
tividades  incluyen  volleyball,  un  (orneo  de  domino,  un  programa  de 
ninos,  musica  y  baile,  y  el  farmoso  palo  encebao. 


Angel  Amy  Moreno 


ffnillinil'lf/d  (/rsi/f  flVi  ll'I 


Inquilinos  de  Tuckerman 


todos  los  inquilinos  de xleslrullan  el 
edificio.  y  un  comite  de  inquilinos 
lo  acompanara  al  tribunal  apoyan- 
do  el  desalojo. 

15.  El  Sr.  Williams  a  accedido  a 
emplear  un  supervisor  residente 
para  el  compiejo  entero.  La  union 
de  inquilinos  continuara  nego- 
ciando  para  emplear  2  super- 
iniendentes.  uno  para  Willard  y 
uno  para  Westminster. 

Aunqne  la  administratnon  y  la 
tlirecliva  ban  accedido  a  los 
reclamos.  le  corresponde  a  los  in- 
(luilinos  aseguarar,  que  los  acuer- 
tios  se  cumpliran.  Si  Ud  cree  que 
los  conserjes  no  eslan  manteniendo 
los  edificios,  o  que  los  guardias  no 
estan  cuidando  liien.  llame  a  la  ad- 
ministracion  y  informales  de  la 
siluacion,  No  vacile  en  llamar  a  ia 
adminislracion  en  case  de  cual- 
quier  emergencia, 

Si  vamos  a  mejorar  nuestra  con- 
dicion  de  vida.  necesitamos  su 
apoyo.  Tenemos  que  continuar  con 
las  reuniones  de  inquilinos.  La  un- 
ion continuara  las  negociaciones 
con  la  direcliva  hasta  que  se  accede 
a  nuestros  reclamos. 
Empleos: 

1.  Residente  para  Irabajar  como 
supervisor  —  superintendente,- 
Vivienda  gratis  >■  sueldo  menin. 

2.  Conserjes  (janitors]  —  trabajo 
general  de  limpieza  y 
mantenimiento. 

por  Bernadette  Mount 
-(re-impreso  con  permiso  de  la 
Union  de  Inquilinos  de  Tucker- 
man.1 


(ihfM-an  harrnr  Ins  |k 
dificins 


npi 


lami^nlf 


manlcr 
jurara, 
.l.incr  di 


IfiiKi  i 
milir^i 


iillos  de  eslos 
,  y  lieberan 
rmrritn  .  Kl 
jriii'r  al  mc- 
1,11 1 1'l  \  nian- 

eplacuios  de 


vrn  Mil  1,1  ..thHir.i  (1 
ashin^ldO  i|Ut:  \n-\ 
idenles  enlrar  por  1 


liuerta  del  freute  .  y  se  pondrjfii 
nue\M.s  cnrraduras. 

9,  Sr  i.oliicaran  exiinguidores  de 
I'ucgii  en  los  edificios  alios. 

II).  W'iMiams  accedio  a  un  comile 
de  in(|uilinos  que  revise  a  lodos  los 
(|iif  j)idan  vivlren  Tuckerman,  Las 
soIicilud(-s  clehen  sor  aprobadas 
por  nl  i:omite  o  no  se  podran  mudar 
alii. 

11.  Los  apart  am  ientos  vacios  . 
seran  clausurados  y  las  ventanas 
tapadas  con  porlones,  que  estarar 


pintadas  para  lucir  bien. 

12.  La  adminislracion  accedit 
reparar  lode  le  i:aleraccion  y  la 
luberia  de  agua  i;aliente  antes  que 
empiece  el  inviernu.  Si  se  rompen 
olra  vez.  seran  reparadas  rapida- 
mente. 

13.  EI  Sr,  Williams  estudiara  la 
posibilidad  de  poner  equipo  de 
lavanderia  en  ambos, edificios  altos. 
Sera  la  responsabilidad  de  los  in- 
quilinos manterlo. 

14.  El  Sr.  Williams  desalojara  a 


Comentario:  Third  World  Jobs  Clearinghouse 


La  agencia  para  consequ/r  emp/eos  para  obreros  tercermundi'stas  de 
la  conslruccion  el  Third  World  Jobs  Clearinghouse,  se  esta  enpenfando 
a  una  perdida  de  fontios  a  manos  del  ConciJio  Municipal  de  Boston 
[Boston  Ci(y  Council. J  £s  nuestra  intencion  comunicarle  al  lector 
nuesiro  experiencia  pertinente  a  esta  siluacion  y  pedirle  apoyo.  Per- 
mitanos  comenzar  con  la  hisloria  de  ia  agencia. 

En  Abril  de  1975.  represen(antes  de  agendas  de  las  comunidades 
Negras,  Hispanas  y  Chinas  se  reunieron  para  formar  el  Third  World 
Jobs  Clearinghouse.  Todas  eran  agendas  que  habian  (ratado  de  colocar 
obreros, fie  sus  comunidades  en  la  induslria  de  conslruccion.  En  septi- 
embre  del  '75,  el  Clearinghouse  recibio  la  suma  de  $217,000  por  el  pro- 
grama CETA  de  Boston.  El  dinero  \enia  el  proposilo  de  colocar.  360 
hombres  de  las  comunidades  (ercermundistos  en  lo  industrio  de  la  con- 
slruccion. El  dinero  tambien  se  uso  para  consejeros,  para  entrena- 
mienlo  y  para  otros  servicios  de  apoyo.  Los  fondos  debian  duror  un  ano, 
de  Sephembre  del  '75  hasla  el  1  de  Agoslo  del  '76.  Durante  la  primavera 
y  el  olonn  de  esle  ano,  el  conci/io  municipal,  sintiendo  presion  del  con  - 
cilia  de  OUcias  de  conslruccion,  [Building  Trades  Council)  empezo  a 
maniobran  para  quHarie  los  fondos  al  "Clearinghouse".  I.,a  razon  prin- 
cipal que  el  Cor\c\l\o  Municipal  da  para  /uslificar  que  se  le  quiten  los 
fondos  a  la  agencia  es  que  el  Clearinghouse  ho  usado  la  violencio  y  lo 
desorganizaccion  como  lacM'ca  para  podercum.plircon  sus  obligQciones 
en  el  conlrato  con  la  ciudad.  Esta  alegacion  la  vemos  como  una  coriina 
de  humo,  una  diversion,  que  tiene  el  proposilo  de'permitir  que  las  un- 
iones  de  o^icios  de  la  conslruccion  continuern  discriminando  y  ex- 
tluyendo  racialmenle  cuondo  dan  empleo.  La  aciividad  que  llera  al 
cargo  del  concilio  requiere  clarificacion,  para  beneficio  del  lector, 

Despues  de  que  se  fundo  el  Clearinghouse  en  sepliembre  del  '75.  se 
empleo  un  personel  de  12  para  empezar  immedialampntp  ti  imple- 
mentar  el  programa.  Segun  se  corrio  la  voz  en  las  comunidad/'s.  obreros 
de  conslruccion  que  esloban  desempleados  comenzaron  a  IJegar  a  la 
oficina  enjiumeros  coda  dia  moyores.  Tratamos  de  colocarlos,  pero  en- 


contramos,  como  olros  han  encontrado  antes  que  los  obreros  de  color 
estan|sistemalicamente  excluidos  de  la  induslria,  Como  resullado  de  la 
inlransigencia  de  la  induslria,  la  fruslracion  de  los  trabaj'adores 
desampleados  siguio  aumentando,  hoslo  que  decidieron  organizarse  y 
hacer  una  serie  de  "acciones  de  trabajo"  y  mani/estaciones  en  los  silios 
de  varies  obras  en  la  comunidod,  incluyendo  una  marcho  del  South  End 
al  Iribunai  de  el  /uez  Arthur  Garrity.  (El  proposilo  de  esta  marcha.era 
forzar  al  /uez  a  incluir  la  construccion  de  Jos  escueias  en  sus  planes  de 
desegregacion.  El  /uez  decidio  en  contra  de  los  obreros  por  razones 
iegaies.) 

La  Asociacion  de  obreros  fercermundista  de  la  Construccion  feJ  nom- 
bre  que  los  obreros  le  dieron  a  su  organizQcion)|Sigue  presionando  o  ia 
induslria  y  las  uniones  para  conseguir  lraba;o.  Ademas.  /yese,  por 
favor,  que  nunca  ha  habido  un  obrero  bianco  laslimado  en  las  "ac- 
ciones de  trabajo"  de  la  Asociacion.  Con  esla  notable  manifeslacian  de 
disciplina  {algo  que  las  uniones  no  han  demostrado  en  sus  acciones 
recienlesj  los  hombres  y  mujeres  de  nuestras  comunidades  han 
demgstradode  nuevo,  que  el  issue  es  justicia.  y  no  exibicionismo  y  van- 
dalismo. 

Las  estadislas  hobian  por  si  solas.  Duronle  el  periodo  inicial  de  cinco 
,  meses  que  funciono  la  agencia  Clearinghouse,  logramos  colocar  60 
obreros.  La  Asociacion  le  obreros  tercermundislas  logio  conseguir  15 
empleos  en  las  dos  primeras  semanas  de  manifeslaciones.  No  hay  nin- 
guna  dudo  en  nuestros  menles  que  sin  el  esfuergo.  de  la  Asociacion  de 
Obreros  no  hubieramos  podido  colocar  lanlos  obreros  de  color  como 
hemos  logrado!  Durante  la  primero  seniana  de  Agoslo  cumplimos  en  la 
obligacion  de  colocar  380  obreros.  como  especifica  nuestro  contrato. 
Hacia  el  fin  de  Agoslo,  habiomos  colocado  mas  de  400.  El  significado  de 
eslas'eifrasqueda  cloro  se  loma  en  cuenla  que  eslos  empleos  pagan  un 
promedio  de  S6.00/hara  y  que  incluye  el  hecho  que  esfos  obreros  adqui- 
eren  destrezas  imporlanles  en  su  empleo. 


Fernando  Domenech 
President 


Chuck  Turner 
Executive  Direclor 
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Titus  Sparrow  Festival 


by  Kristen  Duval 


in  Ihe  afternoon  feslivilies. 

In  Ihe  niiirkelplace.  craftspersons 
oflered  leather  goods,  planls.  straw 
baskets,  and  woven  bells.  You 
could  munch  on  a  cupcake  while 
having  your  palm  read,  or  lunch  on 
fried  fish  while  watchinji  the 
hiiskelball  game. 

Special  lhanks  is  extended  to 
Mark  Glover.  Titus  Sparrow  Park 
Supervisor,  For  his  assistance  in 
r.noi'dination. 

This  Festival  ivas  made  possible 
in'  a  special  gronl.  (he  Massachu- 
seds  Local  Initiative  Program. 
n'hich  was  funded  through  the  State 

lanpower  Services  Council. 


FENSfc;  Festival  .  .  . 

The  Fense  Festival  and  Open 
Space  Program  combined 
resources,  people  power,  and  talent 
to.  bring  a  "Fall  Festival"  to  the 
Cosmopolitan  Neighborhood  on 
Saturday.  September  11.  This 
event,  held  in  Titus  Sparrow  Park, 
brought  together  members  of  the 
South  End's  multi-elhnic  groups  to 
share  in  a  celebration  of  West  In- 
dian music,  Spanish- food.  African 
dance,  and  the  crafts  of  many 
cultures. 

For  the  children,  there  were 
clowns  from  Circus  369  and  a 
scavenger  hunt.  Though  no  one 
found  the  orange  mosquito,  two 
teams  won  double-decker  ice 
cream  cones!  While  the  kids  were 
searching  for  a  brown  shoelace, 
their  parents  were  dancing  down  to 
.  the  jazz  sounds  of  Nuance,  the  Bun- 
ny Smith  Band  and  the  Modern 
Sounds  Steel  Band.  while.Kuumba. 
a  troupe  of  young  Black  women, 
gave  us  a  taste  of  African  dance. 
Poetry  recitals  of  "Golden  Man" 
Ted  Turner  and  Bob  Buckley  filled 


.  Food 


TENANT 
NEWS 

(cnnlinufii  from  pj;  3] 

Although  the  management  and 
the  Board  of  Directors  have  agreed 
to  the  above  demands,  it  is  up  to  the 
tenants  to  insure  that  management 
follows  and  carries  out  the  tenants 
demands.  If  you  feel  that  the 
maintenance  men  are  not  doing 
their  job.  or  the  security  guard  is 
not  living  up  to  his  responsibilily. 
please  call  the  management  office 
and  inform  them  nf  the  situation. 
Do  not  hesitate  to  telephone  the 
management  office  if  you  have  an 
emergency  in  your  apartment  or  if 
Mill  see  something  that  needs  to  be 
repaired  around  the  properly. 

If  our  living  conditions  are  to  im- 
prove, we   need  your  support. 

We  must  continue  to  have  tenant 
union  meetings.  The  tenant  union 
will  continue  negotiations  with  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  have  all 
demands  approved. 

— Job  Openings— 

(1)  Resident  Superintendanl  — 
free  l\pusing  and  minimal 
salary. 

(2)  Two  janitors  —  general,  clean- 
up &  maintenance. 

by  Bernadette  Mount 
(re-printed  with  permission  by  the 
Tuckerman  Tenants  Union  News- 
letter) 


Frankie  Wilson 

Speaks  for  SNAP 

S.E.P.A.C  is  one  of  the  best  com- 
munity papers  I  have  read,  and  1 
enjoy  rending  it  every  month.  Nut 
only  thai.  I  look  forward  to  it. 

1  did  nnl  oppose  the  printing  nf 
SNAP'S  dilemma  in  your  paper.  1 
along  with  another  board  mem- 
ber first  though  I  of  dtting  Ihe 
same.,,bnt  1  really  opposed  ihe 
implicalions  in  any  i:irr,unisl.ince 
and  esperinlly  when  ihry  .in'  nol 
prosenled  in  ihe  pniiicr  curili'M 
Kvery    .staff    p.Tsoii  w  ,is 

empl()\'ed  <i!  S  \'  A.I'  ,is  ,i  \.  r\ 
person  and  on  \  1  ,i\        i        ,-\  i-w 


staff  m.'inlier  h.ul  in  hr  Irnn  i  n,, 
The  only  w.iy  Ihe  ..g.-n.  n  u.,s 
oppralin.u.  w.is  vvitli  ,i  i  m  c  si,i[f 
employed  hs  ABCA).  and  Ihcs.'  pco- 
wovr  ml  a  miinlh  lo  imm  h 
f\,dualii)n  basis,  cxct.'pl  Ihe  Per- 
sonnel Director,  who  was  Mrs. 
Kathleen  Blake. 

The  only  members  of  ihe  bnartl 
lhal  were  seni  lellers  wrrc  ihnsc 
whose  time  on  ihe  hcnl  ex- 

pired, nulslanding  in-;i(li'ii(l,ini:e  or 
had  mil  allfnilcil  diu'  Hireling  dur- 
ing their  lenun-  \vhii;h  is  In  keeping 
with  the  By-laws  of  our  ciupor.ilion 
which  was  approved  In  Ihc  cnlire 
board  of  directors.  The  resjum- 
sihility  for  implementing  this 
procedure  is  and  was  nnl  the 
president's  but  the  Nominating 
Committee  over  which  I  have  no 
authority,  The  letter  was  signed  by 
me  only  at  the  recpiesl  of  the  chair- 
person of  thai  committee  .  .  . 

We  are  recruiting  candidates  for 
the  Board  of  Director's  (SNAP)  and 
would  appreciate  interested  com- 
munity [jeople  to  run  for  election 
from  all  districts  of  the  South  End. 
Sincerely, 
Frankie  Wilson 
President,  SNAP 

(Kd.  Note:  Call  SNAP  2ti7-7m)  for 
more  in  formal  ion  about  (he  up- 
coming SNAP  Board  elections.) 


Calendario  Communal 


HORARIO  DE  LA  CONFERENCIA  DE  INQUILINOS  DE 
F.H.A. 

23  de  Octubre 

Registro  y  cafe  9  a.m. -10  a.m. 

Comentario  de  la  presidenle.  comile  de  inquilinos:  Morrell  Baber 
Discursos 

1)  La  historia  del  South  End 
2]  La  Crisis  en  vivienda  del  F.H.A. 
Talleres 

11  Responsabilidades  de  los  anenos  y  administradores 
21  Como  se  contruye  y  finanza  la  vivienda  de  F.H.A.  Que  subsitlios 
existen. 

3)  Tacticas  legales  y  ley  de  viviendas 

4)  Como  investigar  la  vivienda 
Discursos 

1)  Economica  Politica  de  Boston 

2)  La  necesidad  de  Organizar  Uniones  de  Inquilinos  y  una  federa- 
cion  de  inquilinos  del  South  End 

Segunda  Sesion  de  talleres  (3  p.m. -5  p.m  l 
Discusion  de  Resoluciones 
1]  Estruclura  de  la  Federacion.  resoluciones  sobre  membrecia,  com- 
ites.  liderato.  y  reuniones  regulares  para  coordinar  estrolegia  para 
proyectos  de  F.H.A. 
2)  Temas  para  la  Federacion. 

a)  Politica  sobre  cancilacion  de  hipotecas 

b)  Aumentos  de  Renta 

c)  Reparaciones  y  mala  construccion 

d)  Peitos  legales  contra  las  directivas  y  contra  HUD 

e)  Poder  de  inquilinos:  el  derecho  a  supervisar  la  administracion, 
abirir  los  archivos,  revisar  los  inquilinos 

f)  Seguiridad 

g)  Arreglos  financieros  para  cada  proyecto 

h)  Subsidies  adicionales 

i)  Asistir  inquilinos  a  formar  uniones  de  inquilinos 


A 

Mierabros  de  la  cooperativa  de  Arlesanos,  exiben  sus  trabajos  en  el 
Festival  Belances.  Arlesanos  esta  localizada  en  el  437  de  la  calle  Shaw- 
mut. 


NECISITA  ENSENAR 
ESTUDIOS  DE  ESCUELA? 


EN 


Cooper  Community  Center  del 
Departamento  de  jovenes  locali- 
zado  en  32  Williams  St..  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.  Sera  un  ofrecioniento 
de  Servicios  tutoriales  para  los 


jovenes  de  la  comunidad  Hispanes. 
Para  mas  informacion  llame  a  Hec- 
tor Ruiz  o  Selena  Repass  al  telefono 
445-4709/445-4710. 


Page  SIXTEEN.  SEPAC  Newslaner  Oclobsr,  1976 


Commentary:  The  South  End— its  People  and  its  History 

South  End  Factories  Start  Minnie  Corder  In  the  Labor  iViovement 


Minnie  Corrfer,  iike  many  fewish 
immigrants  from  Russia,  settled  in 
the  New  York  streets  area  of  the 
South  End.  And.  like  many  im- 
migrant women,  she  began  working 
in  the  garment  district  at  a  very 
\  oung  age.  Her  experiences  in  the 
factories  of  the  South  End  led  her 
on  to  a  career  in  the  labor 
mfn'ement.* 

-I  v\,is  .■l,'\('n  in  ihi'  ycir  ]W7 
whrn  I  icinrinli.']'  iiu  uu*ih>-i  W'll- 

ifl'j  mr;  'A  LMt  l  inil.sl  I.'          .1  II  .lilr/ 

\1\  hoinr  \v,is  in  ihc  i  il\'  ol  Hit- 
.\U-^^r^  in  ihc  sliili-  nf  Kiev,  Russi.i,  1 
w.is  ,i|)[ir(Milin'il  lh(.T(.'  in  n  shn|} 
1 1 1.1 1  W.IS  niakinj^  undiirj^iirmenls. 
Mil  iii\  \\'ii\  In  work  1  vvoiilil  m(-;ol 
h.i[)[)y-fii(:c(l  r:hthir(:n  in  neat  iini- 
I'litins  iuliiiTH'd  with  shiny  mela! 
■iiilluns  Ih.ii  jili.sli'Ri'd  in  ihn  sun. 
Mmu  !  MiiviiMl  lhr,s<'  -  hihir.'n!  'If  1 

■HIlM  nliK    L'^)  In  srhiilll''  I  Ihnuf^hl. 

s.  Iiniil  u,is  Nnl>  lor  tlu.s,'  whiisc 
p.ni'iils  uric  alili'  tn  iiirnnl  liiilion, 
■'111  HII 1,  wln.'n  my  Tiilhor  hecnme 
\'iTy  ill.  1  wnilc  Id  niy  I'alhiT's  sislor 
whn  II\'(mI  in  Hiislun.  and  lold  hor 
,dHiu(  our  m isrorliin)',  M\'  anni  said 
shi'  would  send  nic  a  lickcl  lo  <u)mn 
io  Amci  ii  ,1  wImtc  1  would  he  able 
h)  wdi  k  In  lirlp  mil  mv  parcnls.  My 
LTandl.Uhri  did  nol  like  ihc  idea. 
Mr  ollcii'd  lo  niaki'  mil  .i  will  and 

l<M\V    inr  h.dl    id'  his  piii|i.Tl\    if  1 

w  oiihi  sla\  hcunii.  hul  1  rcjcfMcd  his 

"I  arrived  in  Boston  on  a  drizzly 
morning  in  October  of  1911  and 
weni  lo  my  aunt's  house  on  Rose 
Slrocl,  a  narrow  alley  like  street 
between  Harrison  Avenue  and 
Albany  Street.  Each  side  of  the 
street  was  lined  by  closely  knil,  red 
brick  houses  and  near  each  house 
was  an  overflowing  garbage  can 
waiting  for  the  sanitation  man.  My 
Hint,  her  husband  and  their  eight 
children  all  lived  in  one  cold-wafer, 
ihree-f  light  walk-up.  Bui  their 
apartment  did  have  a  piano. 

■  'Whid  kind  of  work  did  you  do 
a  I  homi;?'  1  was  asked.  "I  made  hut- 
liuiholn.s  (in  men's  underpnnls.'  I 
aiiswcicd.  'l-'irif;,'  said  my  uncle, 
'wi'  will  linil  yiju  a  job  mnkinj*  but- 
lonhiil.'s  in  tium's  coats.'  And  so  in 
|amiai\  of  I <! 1 2  1  found  myself 
wmki'iu  in  'Hio  oT  ihe  larj^est  men's 
rdoihinij  (.oinpiini(!s  in  Boston. 

"I  was  1 1  nihil-  sixl(M!n  years  of  a^e. 
su  1  had  lo  lo  ni^ht  school  and 
brinjj  an  al[(!ndanc:(^  cerlificate  lo 
dm  liookkiM'pcr  nvory  week.  The 
schoolruoni  was  ihn  nicest  place  I 
had  ('\rr  scimi  II  wa.s  warm  and 
well  lil  I  hi'  liMcher  was  a  law  stu- 
I'l.Mit  during  Iho  day  and  taught 
pouiij>  itni'in^!  ,inls  at  niyht.  treatinf^ 
IK  ;is  il  wo  Were  Ids  hist  relatives.  1 


Ml-  ■  M'ar  on  Ihc  jol).  ihc 

l"ii  'I  I  ■nion  wen!  oiil  on 

Ml..  nnd.M  Ihr  lo, 1,1,., ship  of  thr 
(illml  C.MIlicnl  Wnikcr's  of 
pin  ii  ,1  \\  I'  \vi-\  (■  mil  iin  sirikf?  for 
M'r  i.iDiHhs.  I'ho  sprcc.hcs  1  hoard 
III''  I  M  imi  I  hd I  inspiri'd  mc  lo  f^o 
II  -II  ilir  pii  ki-1  linr,  I  was  Ihc  only 
1 1  MM  ilii>  line  i'\  |i|  \  mornin^i  at  fi 
I  h"  k  W'r  wcni  lold  1(1  work  in  Ihe 
iiiir  (dil  sweat  shop.  The  onK  n.-w 
iiu:  1  iiniK  I'll  W.IS  snmoono  ciIIimI 
f.hii  II  in, in  who  i  o!li'(.li'd  onr  union 
ii's.  I 'nion  ini-cliii^s  wi-'r('  n(-vor 


Women  buying  used  clothing  at  the  South  End  Morgan  Memorial  Store,  IQ03 


called  and  we  never  knew  our 
union  officers.  In  1914  the  tailors 
broke  away  from  this  old  union  to 
form  the  Amalgamated  Clothing 
Workers  of  America.  We  heard 
something  about  it  in  the  shop,  but 
it  was  not  clear  what  all  the  fuss 
was  about. 

"In  1915.  as  !  was  about  to  enter 
my  shop,  1  saw  on  Amalgamated 
picket  line  on  the  sidewalk.  1  told 
them  I  would  just  go  up  to  get  my 
tools  and  come  back  down.  When  I 
entered  the  shop  I  saw  a  fat  man 
who  said  he  represented  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  urg- 
ing us  lo  'sil  down  and  work  and 
pay  no  attention  to  those  bums  on 
the  sidewalk.  If  they  bother  you,  1 
will  give  you  police  protection.' 

"1  did  not  sit  down  to  work. 
In.stcnd.  I  joined  the  people  on  the 
sidewalk.  I  did  not  find  another  job 
lor  ten  months.  -The  county  was 
[Hoparing  for  World  War  I  and  1 
found  a  job  working  on  uniforms. 
During  Ihe  war  the  president  of  the 
Amalgamated  made  peace  with  the 
clothing  manufacturers  and  the 
workers  were  allowed  to  organize.  I 
was  surprised  when  Ihe  foreman 
told  us  one  day  to  gc  over  lo  Ihe  Am- 
algamated headquarters  on  Wash- 
ington Street  and  join  Ihe  union. 
But  the  only  change  I  .saw  from  Ihe 


old  union  was  that  this  time  the 
company  bookkeeper  deducted  our 
union  dues  from  our  paychecks.  We 
did  not  know  much  more  about  how 
the  union  was  run  than  we'd  known 
before.  And  so  after  World  War  I.  I 
joined  a  more  democratic  union, 
the  Industrial  Workers  of  the 
World. 

"During  the  war.  I  was  earning 
more  money  by  working  overtime.  I 
wanted  to  take  piano  lessons,  but 
my  uncle  said,  'You  might  break  our 
piano.  You'd  better  just  learn  to 
sweep  the  kitchen.'  I  wanted  to 
learn  how  to  dance,  but  my  aunt 
said,  'If  you  go  to  dancing  school, 
you  will  just  meet  up  with  a  lot  of 
bums.'  There  were  lots  of  things 
happening  in  the  South  End  at  the 
lime,  lectures,  plays  and  meetings 
almost  every  evening.  But  my  uncle 
.said;  'You  must  be  home  by  9 
o'clock.'  I  realized  that  they  were 
my  guardians  and  I  had  to  do  as  I 
was  lold.  But  as  soon  as  I  became  a 
citizen.  I  moved  out  of  their  tene- 
ment on  Rose  Street. 

"One  day  in  191fi,  on  my  way  to 
work,  1  read  in  the  paper  that  some 
sailors  had  broken  up  an  anti-war 
pa  ['arh'   s|ionsorpd   Iw  Vonng 

P.n|dr\    Sim  i.disi    l.o'iJJM-.    So  the 

nmvl  d.i  \  ,  1  w  ml  iluvvn  lo  ihc 
l.oa^iiii'  s  oiiicc  in  i"'ark  Sipiarc  and 


bought  some  of  their  literature.  In  a 
short  time,  I  became  a  member  and 
part  of  Professor  Scott  Nearing's 
peace  movement.  The  YPSL's.  as 
they  called  themselves,  elected  me 
librarian.  That  was  the  nicest  thing 
that  could  happen  to  me.  I  read  as 
many  books  as  1  had  time  for  and  I 
really  became  educated  in  my  own 
way.  Socialism  became  my  new. 
religion." 

(Reprinted  with  permission  from 
(he  Boston  200  from  "The  South 
End.  Boston  200  Neighborhood 
Series,"  and  Minnie  Corder.] 

*  Just  having  celebrated  her  80th 
birthday,  Minnie  now  lives  in  New 
York  City. 
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ffi  c'P/Vj-  It'^Jp;?  ^fll'  Y  ^  ttTii?  ^'J  (£  ft/A ) 

Ze,..<-  f2:-M7.V  /Kip -lit 


\  k  rv^-  ( im  i'-^  T  t  f  '< '/^  37    #  ^  ■  ^fi 

^  .^i\ft]^]}^\'i^'^&^■ 
^)iii*^^^^^l^i)m^.i'i  56^^.  4^*1- ^p4.  "is^P'tf^] 

«>itx  'i'  >  t<  f/C^ 

^■^i^  ■'■yf        -4#-^*^  -ot'^.f 


Community  Development  Block  Grant 
Meetings 

Blackstone  Sq,  Community  School 
Infomiational  Meeting 

Tuesday,  October  26, 7K)0-10KN) 

Hearings  on  Capital  Improvements,  Housing, 
Social  Service,  and  Business 

Tuesday,  November  9, 1976, 7:00-10.-00 

CDBG  Hearing 

Contact  Little  Citv  HaB, 267-4010for  more  information 
or  to  Schedule  Your  Testimony. 
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rk  u^"  (  PltuSixiH  itts  Home  f^'f^f^     "»"«.  /iy'-'y) 


Now  That  Your 
Tax  Bill  Has 
Arrived  .  .  . 

IriiiiliMiicil  from  PR  111 


^^^ym-i .  t-T^.   ^^'1  •  ^f^il "  •^^/^ 

t^l5sf,l^*^rf)  l^t.  ^4^. '^-X 


>     ^      .'i  f i  (f- /.^  Aj/ || . 


the  Assessor's  Office  won't  even 
look  at  your  Hardship  Abatement 
application. 

So  the  situation  with*  Hardship 
Abatements  is  very  different  from 
other  kinds  of  abatements  for  over- 
assessment,  or  Statutory  Abate- 
ments guaranteed  by  state  law 


(such  as  for  elderly,  widows,  dis- 
abled, or  blind  people).  While  it's  a 
good  idea  to  pay  the  full  amount 
when  applying  for  most 
abatements,  you  give  up  your  abili- 
ty even  to  apply  for  a  Clause  18 
Hardship  Abatement  if  you  pay  the 
full  bill  now. 

If  (he  City  Assessor  turns  me  down, 
can  I  appeal? 

Yes,  If  you  file  for  an  abatement 
and  it  is  turned  down  by  the  local 
Assessor,  you  can  appeal  that  deci- 
sion to  the  Slate  Apellate  Tax 
Board.  (There  is  no  appeal  if  you 


are  turned  down  for  a  Clause  18 
Hardship  Abatement,  however.) 

A  recent  state  law  says  that  sonie 
taxpayers  will  give  up  their  right  to 
this  appeal  for  an  abatement  if  they 
wi ihhold  part  of  your  bill  this 
month.  However,  this  applies  only 
to  taxpayers  whose  annual  lax  bill 
is  over  $2000.  So  if  your  October  bill 
is  under  $1000.  this  state  law  does 
not  apply  to  you.  You  can  still 
appeal  the  Assessor's  decision  even 
if  you  withhold  all  or  part  of  your 
taxes  ibis  fall, 
(continued  to  pg.  20) 
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NEIGHBORHOOD  NOTES 


Angel  Amy  Moreno 

Climbing  the  grease  pole  at  Betances 
Festival,  celebrating  the  future  of 
Villa  Victoria. 


Letters  to  the  Editor,  Cont 

/conl/nued  frnm  pg  2) 

Your  recent  issue  of  the  SEPAC 
Newsletter.  Volume  VIII.  No.  4. 
dated  August-Septemlser.  1976,  con- 
tained an  article  on  Page  2  regard- 
ing Mr.  Thomas  [ones.  Thomas  and 
.Adelaide  Jones  are  my  clients,  and  I 
am  writing  you  in  their  hehalf  lo  br- 
ing to  your  attention  the  general 
inaccuracies  in  your  article  regar- 
ding their  housing  rehabilitation 
iDrojecl. 

.  .  .  The  development  of  the 
properties  is  being  done  by  both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones,  rather  than  Mr. 
Jones  acting  alone.  .  .  .  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jones  are  ,  .  .  two  community 
residents,  both  of  whom  have  full- 
time  jobs,  who  are  utilizing  their 
spare  time  and  sparse  savings  to 
participate  in  a  community 
redevelopment  program  for  owner- 
occupiers. 

.  .  .  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  were  (he 
only  respondents  to  BRA  adver- 
tising in  the  Boston  Herald 
American  a  year  ago  for  the  sale  of 
these  buildings,  a  fact  suggesting 
that  nothing  would  have  happened 
with  these  vacant  and  boarded 
structures  if  the  Joneses  had  not 
prepared  a  redevelopment 
proposal.  .  .  . 

Your  characterization  of  Mr. 
Jones  as  a  "Luxury  developer"  is 
wrong.  "Luxury"  means  something 
above  the  ordinary,  and  your  own 
Urban  Renewal  Committee  has 
reviewed  our  plans  and  found  in 
them  housing  standards  and 
amenities  virtually  identical  lo 
otl^er  units  which  have  been 
rehabilitated  in  the  South  End.  and 
al  a  similar  cost.  .  .  . 

Your  article  slated  thai  the 
Joneses  were  scheduled  to  receive 
$2nn.nno  in  312  funds,  an  amount 
representing  one-sixth  of  all  312 
funds  iivailabie  to  Boston  from  the 
federal  government.  ...  It  is 
statutorily   impossible   In  receive 


$200,000  in  312  funds  for  the  10-unit 
project.  .  .  . 

We  are  not  certain  whether  or  nol 
you  are  correct  in  your  statement 
I  hat  ihe  Joneses'  312  application 
was  processed  in  record  limn 
however,  we  will  agree  that  il  was 
done  very  CjuickK',  Our  [irobtem 
with  your  statement  is  >'our  failure 
in  recognize  lhal  Ihe  rapidity  nf  the 
processing  of  the.  loneses'  applica- 
tion was  due  largely  lo  the  diligence 
and  hard  work  of  the  Joneses 
themselves  in  virtually  walking 
their  application  through  the  com- 
plicated, involved  and  lenglhy  BRA 
process.  Absent  their  diligence  and 
hard  work,  it  is  doubtful  that  the 
|oneses'  application  could  have 
been  processed  so  quickly.  .  .  .  You 
fail  to  credit  my  clients  for  having 
sustained  Iheir  effort  with  the  BRA 
for  a  full  year  since  they  firsl  sub- 
mitted their  redevelopment 
proposal.  We  do  nol  think  thai  this 
total  span  of  lime  is  very  quick  al 
,  all,  particularly  in  light  of  the  fact 
that  they  were  the  only  people  lo 
bid  on  the  redevelopment  of  these 
properties,  .  .  . 

The  scheduled  rents  for  Ihe  four 
(4)  one-bedroom  units  are^  $300, 
$300.  S315,  and  $325.  respectively. 
.  .  .  Each  of  Ihe  one-bedroom  units 


Delivering  Ihe  SEPAC  Newsletter 


Oavid  Walsh 


.  .  .  has  il  total  square  fnotage  of  ap- 
proximately l.ono  sijuare  feel,  and 
are,  therefore,  acliially  larger  than 
many  of  the  Iwo-bedruom  units  in 
ihe  South  End  area. 
Fletcher  H.  Wiley 
Boston 
Sept.  9.  197(1 

Apology 

The  Editor  extends  an  apology  to 
Mr,  and  Mrs.  Thnmas  Innes.  It  was 
nol  her  inlenlion.  by  any  me.ins.  to 
imply  that  the  Jones'  worked  full- 
time  as  housing  developers,  nor  lo 


undermine  their  hard  work  in 
follnwinj.^  Ihfir  projecl  ihi'ough  its 
lung  jirncess  nf  application,  HUD 
has  apiiroved  lh(!ir  :il2  Loan  for 
$17H.onn  toward  10  units  of  develop- 
ment. As  Wiley,  their  lawyer,  ha.s 
piiintcd  nut  below,  the  one- 
be  liroiun  apartments  are  tpii le 
large,  and  will,  in  fad.  be  renting 
up  at  approximately  $300,  Copies  nf 
Wiley's  lellt-r.  excerpted  helnvvdue 
In  spiicc  limilalinns.  are  available 
lo  inleresleil  persnn.s  ihrnugh  the 
SEPAC  office. 
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Now  That  Your  Tax  Bill  Has 
Arrived  .  .  . 


/(■fiJifltHirif  Iniiu  I/ll 

If  I'm  Iiirned  down,  will  I  be 
re-assessed  higher? 
No.  Yoii  c'innol  be  rc-;issessed 
hijiher  if  you  file  for  arr  abatement, 
The  wnrsi  thai  can  happen  is  Ihey 
rejcci  your  ;i[)piication.  Thai's  Ihe 
law.  If  yuii  file  and  it  is  approved, 
[hen  vnu  will  either  gel  a  refund 
cheek  from  the  Assessor's  Office  or 
a  reduction  in  vour  next  tax  bill  in 
April. 

What  if  my  building  is  under- 
assessed? Can  I  still  get  a  reduction 
in  taxes? 
Yes,  if  you  qualify.  If  you  live  in 
Ihe  South  End,  your  house  may  not 
be  over-assessed,  but  you  still  may 
not  be  able  to  afford  the  tax  in- 
crease. What  can  you  do  about  it? 
First  of  all,  if  you  are  elderly, 
widowed,  or  blind,  you  are 
probably  eligible  for  a  "statutory" 
abatement,  guaranteed  by  state 
law. 

To  file  for  an  elderly,  widow,  or 
blind  person  abaloment.  r.all  or 
visit  Ihe  South  Knd  Little  Cily  Hall 
at  ing-Ul  W.  Newton  S(,  (267-4010). 
The  forms  lo  ask  for  are: 

Elderly  — Clause  41 

Widows  —  Clause  17 

Disabled  Veterans  — 

Chi  use  22 

Blind  persons  —  Clause  37 
An  application  for  one  of  these 
abatements  must  be  filed  on  or 
before  December  15. 

How  much  money  can  I  make  and 
get  an  Elderly  Abatement 
(Clause  41)? 

There  are  a  number  of  abale- 
menls  j^uaranleed  by  law.  Those 
elifjible  for  an  elderly  abatement 
must  have  gross  income  below  $fi.- 
000  ($7,000  for  taxpayer  and 
spouse).  Busine.ss  expenses  and 
losses  may  be  deducted.  There  is  a 
deduction  for  people  on  Social 
Security.  Civil  Service,  Railroad,  or 
Slate  of  Massachusetts  pensions 
($1087  for  1  person,  S1632  for  2). 
Also  the  lolal  assessed  value  (which 
is  often  less  than  the  market  value) 
can'l  exceed  $40,000  ($45,000  if 
married],  exclusive  of  household 
furnishings. 

The  refund  is  $4000  of  the  assess- 
ment or  $350  of  taxes,  whichever  is 
greater. 

What  if  I  am  over  70  but  my 
husband/wife  is  not? 
That  doesn't  matter  if  you  both 
own  Ihe  house. 

What  is  the  new  abatement  for 
elderly  (Clause  41a)? 

There  is  a  new  abatement  for 
persons  over  65  who  have  owned 
the  house  for  5  years,  lived  in  Mass. 
for  10  years  and  earn  less  than  $20,- 
000.  They  can  apply  a1  their  local 
assessors  office  to  defer  or  nol  pay 
a  portion  of  their  taxes.  This  money 
is  paid  back  (with  87f  interest)  only 
when  ihe  house  is  sold,  This  abate- 
ment may  help  some  elderly  par- 
ticularly between  the  ages  of  65  and 
70  when  they  don't  qualify  for  Ihe 
regular  Clause  41  abatement  which 
you  have  to  be  70  to  get. 


Are  there  any  other  kinds  of 
abatements? 

Yes.  also  for  blind  persons,  and 
unmarried  widows  or  orphans  of 
policemen  and  firemen  killed  in  the 
line  of  duly  (Clause  42  and  43). 

Do  I  have  to  live  in  Mass.  for  any 
amount  of  time  to  qualify  for  an 
elderly  abatement? 

Yes,  you  must  have  lived  here  for 
10  years  and  owned  this  house  or 
another  one  in  Massachusetts  for  5 
years. 

Who  qualifies  for  a  veteran 
abatement?  (Clause  22-22D) 

Disabled  or  wounded  veterans 
(Honorable  Discharge  and  lO''- 
service-connected  disability,  or 
Purple  Heart)  or  their  wives, 
widows  or  parents.  The  veteran  | 
must  have  lived  in  Massachusetts 
for  five  consecutive  years  or  for  6 
months  before  he  entered  Ihe  ser- 
vice. 

Refund  is  S2-$10,nno  off  the 
assessment  depending  on  the 
degree  of  disability  or  $175-185  off 
Ihe  tax  bill,  whichever  sum  is 
greater. 

Who  qualifies  for  a  widow's  abate- 
ment (Clause  17)? 

Any  widow  (or  orphans)  who 
have  occupied  the  property  for  10 
years  and  whose  real  and  personal 
estate  does  nol  exceed  $20,000  ex- 
clusive of  mortgage  (this  includes 
the  assessment  on  the  house,  nol  its 
markel  value). 

Refund  is  S2000  of  assessment  or 
$175  off  the  lax  bill,  whichever  is 
greater. 

What  is  the  deadline  for  filing  for 
an  elderly,  widow's  or  veteran's 
abatement? 

December  15. 

What  if  I  just  can't  afford  lo  pay  my 
taxes? 

What  if  you  are  not  widowed, 
elderly  or  blind,  but  can't  afford  to 
pay  your  (axes  anyway?  You  may 
qualify  for  a  Clause  18  "Hardship 
Abatement"  based  on  inability  to 
pay.  If  you  are  on  a  fixed  income 
like  social  security,  unemployment, 
welfare,  disability,  or  if  you  work 
but  have  major  medical  or  other 
emergency  bills,  you  may  qualify. 

Granting  this  is  nol  required  by 
taw  but  is  instead  up  to  the  in- 
dividual Assessor  in  each  City.  The 
City  Assessor  decides  what  amount 
of  taxes  he  or  she  will  take  off,  if 
any.  They  will  require  proof  of  in- 
come, illness,  etc. 

Unlike  otheir  kinds  of  abate- 
ments, you  can't  file  for  a  Hardship 
Abatement  unless  you  do  not  pay 
all'the  taxes  due  on  November  1.  If 
you  pay  all  the  taxes,  even  if  you 
are  starving,  the  Assessment 
Department  wdfCX  care  about  your 
application.  So  don't  pay  what  you 
can't  afford. 

After  paying  less  than  the  full 
amount  this  month,  you  have  some 
lime  lo  wail  before  you  apply  for  a 
Clause  18  Hardship  Abatement. 
The  best  time  lo  file  would  be  early 
next  year.  The  CSty  won't  be  able  lo 
process  Ihem  until  then.  Unlike 
other  kinds  of  abatements,  you 
have  lo  apply  for  a  Hardship  Abate- 


ment in  the  City  Assessor's  Office 
downtown  at  City  Hall.  (For  all 
other  abatements,  you  can  apply  at 
Ihe  Little  City  Hall  here  in  the 
South  End.) 

Does  Boston  have  any  clear 
guidelines  on  who  qualifies  for  a 
Hardship  Abatement? 

No.  The  City  Assessor  has  never 
published  any  wrillen  standards  on 
who  qualified  for  a  hardship  abate- 
ment. However,  an  Assessor  couJd 
do  this,  if  he  or  she  chose.  Some  at- 
torneys believe  thai  Ihe  City  of 
Boston  may  be  legally  obligated  to 
do  this  so  that  each  hard-pressed 
laxpayer  can  know  in  advance 
whether  he  or  she  is  likely  to 
receive  a  Hardship  Abatement. 

What  happens  if  I  apply  for  Clause 
18  Hardship  Abatement  and  am 
turned  down? 

There  is  a  risk  in  applying  for  a 
Hardship  Abatement.  If  Ihe  City  ul- 
timately turns  you  down,  you  are 
supposed  lo  pay  the  amount  you 
withheld  plus  87,  annual  interest 
on  the  amount  withheld. 


However,  it  takes  the  City  several 
years  to  foreclose  on  a  __house 
behind  in  its  taxes.  It's  nol  worth  it 
to  the  City  to  flo  Ihis  when  then  can 
slill  be  gelling  some  laxes  from  you. 
So  if  yon  simply  can'!  afford  ihe  lax 
increase  and  feel  you  can  prove  il, 
ils  probably  worlh  apphing  for  a 
Hardship  Abatement  and  paying 
whatever  you  can  afford  on  your 
lax  bill. 

To  sum  up,  what  are  the  deadlines 
for  filing  for  different  kinds  of 

abatements? 
If  you  think  your  house  is  over- 
assessed,  file  Form  128  by  October 
31. 

If  you  are  elderly,  widowed,  dis- 
abled, or  blind,  you  should  file  un- 
der the  appropriate  Clause  by 
December  15. 

If  you  think  you  are  eligible  for  a 
Clause  IB  Hardship  Abatement, 
don't  pay  all  your  laxes  this  monlh, 
and  file  downtown  al  the  Assessor's 
Office  early  next  year.  Pi-oof  of 
hardship  (major  bills,  proof  of  in- 
come, welfare  vouchers,  etc.)  will 
be  necessary. 


Gardeners'  Dinner 

by  Mark  Anderson 


On  Thursday  evening.  Seplember 
23,  fifty  people  came  togelher  at  20 
Union  Park  to  r&Iebrate  their  ex- 
jjerience  of  j^artiening  of  six  BRA 
formprly  vacant  lots.  The  program, 
which  actually  includes  a  few  hun- 
dred people  was  spurred  by  Mel 
King's  land  use  bill  and  acquisition 
of  topsoil  from  the  MDC.  The  gar- 
dens have  generated  many  friend- 
ships and  associations  across  the 
South  End.'  The  celebration  in- 
cluded a  pot-luck  dinner  and  Ihe 
laughter  and  the  chatter  were  in- 
terrupted only  once  —  by  a  few 
words  from  Rep.  King. 

He  congratulated  everyone  hear- 
tily for  their  work.  Some  of  the  gar- 
dens were  spread  by  neighborhood 
ABCD  summer  youth  and  Open 
Space  community  gardeners,  but 
most  of  the  work  toward  making  the 
gardens,  which  included  spreading 
upwards  of  lon  cubic  yards  of  top- 
soil,  was  done  by  numbers  of  com- 
munity gardeners.  Mostly.  Mel 
spoke  of  the  possibilities  for  the 
future.  "There  are  lots  of  empty 
window  ledges,  fire  escapes, 
sidewalk  planters  and  intersection 
islands."  he  said,  "that  could  shine 
with  gardens  and  plants."  Me  re- 
emphasized  that  in  organization 
there  is  strength  and  a  community- 
based  group  of  gardeners  could 
carry  the  work  started  this  summer 
much  further  and  make  the  inner- 
city  food  producing. 

Mel  suggested  a  wide  range  of 
what  could  happen  in  the  South 
End.  For  instance,  people  could  be 
hired  with  the  neighborhoods  and 
Ihe  public  housing  lo  utilize  empty 
spaces,  organize  people  to  plant 
gardens,  work  with  agencies  and 
private  interests  lo  acquire 
resources,  and  generally  encourage 
land  support  the  efforts  of  all  lo  lake 
Icare  of  the  environment.  People 
could  teach  others  how  to  can  food 
so  that  food  grown  in  Ihe  summer 
could  be  stored  for  use  in  the 
winter.  Recycling  and  composting 
projects  could  be  started  so  that 
garbage  could  be  converted  into 
useful  soil.  People  coidd  participate 


in  window-box  competitions  or  our 
own  version  of  the  county  fair. 

The  land  is  our  most  preciou* 
resource.  The  feeling  for  it  was  best 
expressed  by  one  of  the  older  gar- 
deners who  came  to  Boston  long  ago 
from  the  rural  South  —  who  said. 
"You  can't  get  up  to  heaven  till  you 
gel  down  lo  the  earth  first." 

Blackatone  Square  and  Quincy  CommunHv  Schools 
Soficit  Mombeivtiip 


South  End  Project  Area  Committee 
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WHAT  DOES 
CLOSE-OUT  MEAN? 


Rep.  Mel  King  addresses  South  End  residents  after  march  which  ended  with  symbolic 
coffin  containing  dead  BRA  promises  carried  to  Tent  City  site. 


WHAT  DOES  CLOSE  OUT  MEAN  TO  YOU? 

If  you  own  a  business  on  Columbus  or  Tremont,  will  you  receive  any  assistance  during 
the  disruption  from  the  $10  million  rebuilding  project  and  will  you  be  there  several  years 
from  now  to  benefit  from  the  improvements?  .     ui  . 

If  you  are  a  tenant  group  or  homeowner  of  modest  means,  will  you  be  able  to  get 
low  interest  rehab  money? 

If  you  live  in  or  own  a  lodging  house,  will  there  be  money  available  to  fix  up  your 
house  at  a  cost  you  can  afford?  9 

If  you  are  on  a  waiting  list  for  South  End  housing,  will  you  ever  get  an  apartment? 

If  you  are  a  FHA  or  public  housing  tenant,  will  the  BRA  and  Mayor  sign  off  on 
programs  to  improve  your  building  or  prevent  foreclosure? 

If  you  once  lived  on  what  is  now  vacant  land  or  in  a  city/BRA  owned  vacant 
building,  will  you  ever  see  affordable  housing  there  again? 

If  you  live  next  to  a  vacant  lot,  will  the  BRA  reinforce  the  sidewall  on  your  building 
and  develop  the  land,  or  will  it  become  a  receptacle  for  garbage  and  trash;  and  who  will 
be  responsible  to  keep  it  clean?  What  will  happen  to  the  "infill"  structures  or  the  over 
200  families  who  had  applied  for  these  large  units? 

If  you  were  a  South  Ender  displaced  under  urban  renewal,  will  you  ever  be  able  to 
live  in  the  South  End  again?  .  . 

If  you  have  been  or  will  be  evicted  for  private  renovation,  wiU  you  be  able  to  stay  in 
the  South  End  or  ever  get  BRA  relocation  benefits?  ,        ^  , 

If  you  are  a  resident  of  the  South  End,  what  recourse  do  you  have  if  several  years 
from  now  the  BRA  fails  to  fulfill  agreements  it  makes  during  close  out? 


PROTEST  BRA 


by  Katie  Blake 

A  group  of  South  End  community  resi- 
dents called  People  Organized  to  Save  the 
South  End  (P.O.S.S.E.)  organized  a  series 
of  demonstrations  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
April  28th  and  29th.  These  demonstrations 
included  the  delivery  of  a  coffin  filled  with 
the  BRA's  "dead  promises"  to  Boston  Re- 
development Authority  Director  Robert 
Walsh. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  at  the  orig- 
inal Tent  City  site  on  Friday,  followed  by 
the  "funeral  procession"  tc  Walsh's  of- 
fice. On  Saturday,  there  was  a  parade  and 
gathering  on  the  site  with  speeches  and 
related  activities.  All  these  events  high- 
lighted P.O.S.S.E.'s  attempts  at  generating 
support  for  additional  low  and  moderate 
income  housing  in  the  South  End. 

In  the  original  demonstration  ten  years 
ago,  several  South  Enders  were  arrested 
when  they  helped  to  prevent  the  lot  at 
Columbus  Avenue  and  Dartmouth  Street 
from  being  used  for  commuter  parking. 
After  the  arrests,  a  city  of  tents  was  erected 
there  and  occupied  by  hundreds  of  local 
residents  and  friends  protesting  the  urban 
Continue  p.  10 
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AN  OPEN  LETTER 
TO  SOUTHENDERS 


by  Leon  Brinkley 
SEPAC  Moderator 

For  the  past  nine  years  SEPAC  has  been 
negotiator,  monitor  and  advocate  for 
South  End  residents'  Urban  Renewal  needs 
and  concerns.  SEPAC's  perspective  and 
position  has  changed  as  its  board  has 
changed  in  keeping  with  the  diversification 
of  this  unique  community. 

This  process  of  evolution  has  developed 
SEPAC  into  a  valuable  technical  resource 
and  community  participation  vehicle.  Its 
resourcefulness  and  resolve  has  produced 
relevant  issues  which  have  been  well  re- 
ceived and  supported  by  South  End  resi- 
dents. 

As  the  final  plans  for  the  completion  of 
Urban  Renewal  activities  in  the  South  End 
are  being  completed,  SEPAC's  designated 
role  is  in  jeopardy.  SEPAC  is  the  official 
PAC  agency  for  the  South  End  and  the 
only  freely  elected  community  advisory 
group  charged  with  the  responsibility  to 
"monitor,  oversee,  and  implement  citizen 
participation  in  the  South  End  Urban  Re- 
newal Plan"  and  "participate  in  and  moni- 
tor implementation  and  close-out  of  the 
South  End  Urban  Renewal  Plan"  as  con- 
tained in  the  1977-1978  City  of  Boston 
contract  with  the  South  End  Project  Area 
Committee.  Despite  these  clearly  detailed 
responsibilities  and  SEPA's  demonstrated 
expertise  in  meeting  them,  SEPAC  will  not 
receive  1978-1979  CDBG  funds  as  in  previ- 
ous years. 

SEPAC's  board  of  directors  has  resolved 
to  fulfill  its  responsibility  to  the  South  End 
by  assuming  its  leadership  role  in  the  citi- 
zen participation  process. 

For  several  months  SEPAC  and  the 
BRA  have  been  in  active  discussions  about 
a  cooperative  citizens  participation 
process.  This  process  would  provide  BRA 
greater  access  to  persons  in  the  South  End 
whom  they  want  to  provide  information  to 
and  receive  input  from.  It  would  provide 
all  South  Enders  with  a  forum  and  resour- 
ces to  formulate,  articulate  and  advocate 
their  needs  and  concerns  about  Urban 
Renewal  close-out  in  the  South  End. 

To  this  end,  SEPAC  has  lobbied  for 
maximum  community  input  and  participa- 
tion in  the  development  of  the  South  End 
close-out  plan.  BRA  has  agreed  in  principle 
and  has  developed  a  process  that  partially 
addresses  the  complexities  of  conducting 
an  effective  maximum  community  partici- 
pation process  in  our  uniquely  diversified 
community. 

As  of  the  writing  of  this  letter,  SEPAC 
and  BRA  are  approaching  an  agreement 
which  can  provide  both  parties  with  some 
of  the  resources  required  to  carry  out  the 
process.  Both  bodies  agree  that  neither 
BRA  nor  SEPAC  philosophy  or  process 
should  be  compromised  through  this 
cooperative  venture. 

SEPAC  looks  to  the  continued  support 
and  involvement  by  all  South  Enders  in  this 
most  important  activity. 

If  you  don't  participate  in  the 
development  of  the  South  End  Urban 
Renewal  Close-Out  Plan,  you  may  find 
that  you  have  been  closed  out!! 


FUNDS  DELAYED 


By  Michael  Kane 
SEPAC  Member  At  Large 

After  more  than  two  years  of  holding  up 
funds  on  an  on-again/off-again  basis, 
Mayor  Kevin  White's  administration  has 
apparently  decided  to  eliminate  funding 
for  SEPAC. 

The  Mayor  has  decided  to  end  SEPAC's 
CDBG  funding  from  the  City  of  Boston 
this  June  30.  This  is  the  first  time  in  nine 
years  that  the  city  administration  has  not 
promised  to  refund  the  South  End's  only 
area-wide  eleced  citizen  participation 
group.  . 

The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
(BRA)  also  rejected  a  SEPAC  request  last 
April  for  funding  during  the  urban  renewal 
"close-out"  process.  SEPAC  turned  down 
a  later  BRA  counter-offer  on  the  grounds 
that  "It  does  not  provide  funds  to  run  an 
office  or  to  publish  the  Newsletter,"  ac- 
cording to  a  letter  sent  by  SEPAC  Modera- 
tor Leon  Brinkley. 

The  SEPAC  Executive  Committee  is  still 
discussing  the  matter  with  the  BRA. 
"There's  a  fair  chance  that  the  BRA  may 
yet  come  through,"  said  SEPAC  Admini- 
strator John  Morrison  as  the  Newsletter 
went  to  press. 

Funds  Delayed 

It  is  not  the  only  time  the  Mayor  has  held 
up  SEPAC's  funds,  however.  Despite 
promises  and  legal  agreements,  the  city  ad- 
ministration has  held  up  SEPAC's  funds 
for  13  out  of  the  last  24  months  —  more 
than  half  the  time.  When  funds  did  flow,  it 
was  never  for  more  than  three  or  four 
months  at  a  time. 

"In  the  past,  the  Mayor's  administration 
has  pretended  to  support  SEPAC  while 
doing  everything  in  its  power  to  undermine 
it,"  commented  Phil  Bradley,  former 
SEPAC  moderator  and  previous  member 
of  the  group  for  six  years.  "Now,  with  the 
complete  elimination  of  city  funding  for 
SEPAC,  the  Mayor's  position  is  100% 
clear." 

The  Mayor's  plans  became  clear  last 
March  when  the  SEPAC  budget  was  left 
out  of  his  proposals  to  the  Boston  City 
Council  and  HUD  for  Community  Devel- 
opment/Block Grant  (CDBG)  money  for 
the  South  End.  Despite  intensive  lobbying 
by  South  Enders,  not  a  single  City  Council- 
lor was  willing  to  buck  the  Mayor  on  the 
SEPAC  budget. 

Continue  p.  15 
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SOUTH  END  ORGANIZATIONS 
PRESSURE  CDBG 


by  Karen  Pressman 

An  organized  effort  by  several  South  End 
citizen  organizations  successfully  pressured 
the  City  Council  into  amending  the  Mayor's 
Community  Development  Block  Grant 
(CDBG)  budget  to  allocate  1 0%  of  the  block 
grant  money  for  public  housing  improve- 
ments. The  South  End  group's  efforts 
clearly  upset  the  Mayor's  current  trend  of 
abandoning  the  needs  of  low-income  peo- 
ple. Participating  in  the  united  effort  were 
public  housing  tenants,  the  Tenant  Policy 
Council  (TPC)  and  Tenant  Task  Forces, 
SEPAC,  People  Organized  to  Save  the 
South  End  (POSSE),  South  End  Providers 
(SEP),  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
(BH  A),  and  South  End  and  Boston  citizens. 

CDBG  funding  is  federal  dollars  allo- 
cated for  our  neighborhoods.  Commun- 
ity groups  submit  proposals  for  public  hous- 
ing repairs,  street  upgrading,  social  services, 
and  neighborhood  improvements.  The 
Mayor  and  City  Council  must  agree  on  what 
programs  and  neighborhood  improvements 
will  be  recommended  for  funding  before 
Boston  can  receive  money  from  the  federal 
government. 

Each  year  the  CDBG  allocation  to  public 
housing  has  been  decreasing.  In  1975,  the 
level  was  10%  of  the  CDBG  funds;  in  1976, 
it  was  90%:  in  1977,  7%;  and  this  year  the 
mayor's  proposal  further  reduced  the  level 
to  about  2%.  This  trend  clearly  indicates 
that  the  mayor  is  abandoning  the  needs  of 
low  income  people. 

Boston's  public  housing  tenants  comprise 
10%  of  the  city's  population.  The  public 
housing  developments  are  part  of  our  neigh- 
borhoods, and  if  they  are  not  maintained 
and  improved,  the  entire  community  suf- 
fers. CDBG  can  provide  the  funding  for 
public  housing  improvements  that,  for  the 
most  part,  cannot  be  financed  from  other 
sources. 

SEPAC  VOTES 
SAFETY  NEEDS  FIRST 

The  funding  requests  that  were  submitted 
by  city  wide  public  housing  Tenant  Task 
Forces  emphasized  basic  physical  safety 
needs.  Security  screens  and  locks  were  re- 
quested by  Lenox  and  Camden.  Cathedral 
asked  for  covers  for  exposed  heating  pipes. 
A  new  roof  was  proposed  for  the  elderly 
building  at  155  Northampton  Street.  Sup- 
ported by  neighborhood  residents  and 
groups,  TPC  pushed  hard  to  convince  the 
City  Council  to  amend  the  Mayor's 
proposed  budget  and  allocate  10%  of  the 
CDBG  funds  for  public  housing  improve- 
ments. 

As  part  of  the  contract  with  the  city  to 
advise  the  administration  on  the  planning, 
preparation,  and  implementation  of  the 
South  End's  CDBG  program,  SEPAC  held 
community  hearings  on  CDBG  applica- 
tions. After  carefully  considering  all  pro- 
posals, SEPAC  voted  to  make  the  funding 
of  public  housing  requests  a  TOP  PRIOR- 
ITY. Those  programs  that  addressed  the 
emergency  needs  of  our  community  for 
safety,  shelter,  health  and  day  care,  SEPAC 
voted  next  in  priority.  The  SEPAC  Board 
also  supported  many  of  the  neighborhood 
improvements  and  social  service  requests  so 
badly  needed  and  depended  upon  by  South 
End  residents. 

PRESSURE  AT  PUBLIC  HEARING 
When  the  City  Council  held  public  hear- 


ings to  take  citizen  testimony  from  the 
South  End,  SEPAC  and  other  reidents 
packed  the  council  chambers  and  made  our 
voices  heard.  SEPAC,  Representative  Mel 
King,  social  service  agencies,  POSSE  mem- 
bers, and  other  South  End  residents  pre- 
sented an  organized  and  unified  voice  to 
stress  the  need  for  the  funds  requested  by 
Cathedral,  Lenox,  Camden  and  Northamp- 
ton Street  housing  developments.  NONE 
OF  THESE  REQUESTS  FOR 
SERIOUSLY  NEEDED  REPAIRS  HAD 
BEEN  RECOMMENDED  IN  THE 
MAYOR'S  CDBG  PROPOSAL!  South 
End  residents  also  supported  SEPAC, 
social  service  agencies,  and  other  neighbor- 
hood groups  that  had  requested  CDBG 
funds. 

Both  at  the  public  hearings  and  through 
intensive  lobbying,  the  South  End  played  a 
major  role  in  shaping  the  City  Council's 
recommendations  to  the  Mayor.  In  the 
South  End's  budget,  the  Mayor  had  ap- 
proved approximately  $900,000  for  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA) 
for  items  that  could  be  (and  were)  funded 
from  other  sources.  South  Enders  advo- 
cated cutting  the  BRA  allocation  and  invited 
the  City  Council  to  work  with  them  to  find 
other  ways  to  secure  city  matching  money 
for  Urban  Renewal  close-out  items,  and  to 
lower  the  percentage  of  money  that  HUD  re- 
quires as  thecity's  match. 

SPECIAL  PUBLIC  HOUSING 
HEARING 

The  City  Council  held  a  separate,  city- 
wide  hearing  April  2nd  on  public  housing. 
Tenants  and  supporters  filled  the  City 
Council  chambers  and  testified  in  support 
of  the  Tenant  Task  Force  proposals  and  the 
allocation  of  10%  of  CDBG  funding  to 
public  housing.  The  South  End  was  well 
represented  and  vocal.  At  the  hearing,  sev- 
eral councillors  pledged  to  support  public 
housing  repairs. 

The  efforts  of  the  community  continued 
beyond  the  public  hearings.  Cathedral 
Housing  and  U.S.E.S.  Family  Life  Pro- 
gram hosted  a  tour  of  Cathedral  for  Coun- 
cillors Connelly  and  Sansone.  The  council- 
lors, along  with  neighborhood  activists,  saw 
the  exposed  heating  pipes  and  the  dangerous 
conditions  the  tenants,  especially  the  chil- 
dren, must  live  under.  The  councillors  saw 
children  who  had  been  burned  by  the  steam 
pipes  for  which  protective  covers  were  re- 


quested. The  councillors  also  toured  other 
public  housing  developments  throughout 
the  city. 

COUNCIL  AMENDS  MAYOR'S 
REQUEST 

On  April  19th,  the  City  Council  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  recommended  amend- 
ments to  the  Mayor's  CDBG  program.  The 
amendments,  which  were  subsequently 
approved  by  City  Council,  included  a  pro- 
vision "  that  $  1 .5  million  of  Boston  Redevel- 
opment Authority  entitlement  be  appropri- 
ated for  expenditures  for  improvements 
within  public  housing  developments,  pro- 
vided that  the  urgent  needs  funded  needed 
to  close  out  urban  renewal  projects  is  not 
jeopardized."  This  amount,  added  to  the 
Mayor's  budget,  brings  public  housing  de- 
velopments $2.2  million  in  funding,  or  10% 
oftheCDBG  money. 

The  City  Council  also  recommended 
funding,  through  CDBG  or  other  sources. 
South  End  social  service  agencies  that  were 
not  included  or  were  underfunded  in  the 
Mayor's  original  proposal.  Included  were 
Casa  Myrna,  Cardinal  Gushing  Center, 
IBA,  and  Saturday  openings  of  community 
schools,  including  the  Blackstone.  These 
were  added  to  the  proposals  that  the  Mayor 
had  recommended  for  funding  in  the  South 
End  —  Community  Music  Center,  Infants 
and  Other  People,  Areyto,  Esquelita 
Aqueybana,  Blackstone  Community 
School  youth  program.  Cooper  Community 
tutorial,  H.O.M.E.  Inc.,  and  the  South  End 
Gardening  Project. 

Despite  everyone's  best  efforts,  however, 
SEPAC  and  other  much  needed  community 
services,  such  as  U.S.E.S.'s  Family  Life 
Program  and  Small  Business  Assistance 
Program,  Project  Place,  United  Neighbors 
of  Lower  Roxbury,  Dartmouth  Place  gates, 
Eight  Streets  improvements,  and  Hope 
House  were  not  recommended  for  funding 
by  either  the  Mayor  or  City  Council. 
NEED  FOR  COMMITMENT 

While  the  South  End  community  scored  a 
tremendous  victory  on  the  public  housing 
repairs,  we  MUST  continue  ouf  united 
efforts.  If  we  want  adequate  social  services, 
decent  affordable  housing,  neighborhood 
improvements,  and  a  voice  in  the  city,  slate," 
and  federal  projects  through  an  elected 
community  board  —  SEPAC  —  we  will 
have  to  work  for  them.  This  will  take  com- 
mitment on  all  of  ourparts. 


South  Enders  lobby  city  council  for  public  housing  needs. 
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The  Half -Way  House  Issue 


ONE  RESIDENT'S  VIEW 


by  Jeanne  Pockel 

There  is  a  growing  controversy  in  the 
South  End  over  halfway  houses  and  a  re- 
sulting polarization  of  positions.  As  I  see 
it,  at  issue  is  the  right  of  residents  to 
determine  the  character  of  their  neighbor- 
hood, conflicting  with  the  need  to  provide 
residential  care  services  to  the  troubled  and 
disadvantaged  members  of  our  society.  Al- 
though recently  there  has  been  a  growing 
volume  of  data  criticizing  the  failures  of 
the  deinstitutionalization  process  (notably 
the  recent  Massachusetts  Legislative  report 
on  the  Department  of  Youth  Services;  and 
an  article  by  mental  health  professionals  in 
the  February,  1978  issue  of  Scientific 
American  Magazine  documenting  the  fail- 
ures of  the  past  fifteen  years  efforts  in  the 
deinstitutionalization  of  mental  patients), 
residential  group  care  facilities,  or  "half- 
way houses,"  are  a  growing  business.  But, 
because  they  are  relatively  new,  there  are 
neither  adequate  regulations  or  guidelines 
covering  their  establishment  or  operations. 

Although  the  Massachusetts  Building 
Code  provides  that  group  care  residences 
of  up  to  25  beds  are  to  be  considered  single- 
family  residences,  Boston's  Home  Rule 
Building  Code  has  prevented  such  an  entry 
for  halfway  houses  in  the  City,  where  in- 
stead they  have  historically  established 
themselves  as  lodging  houses.  As  a  result 
certain  areas  of  the  City,  notably  the  South 
End  with  its  large  pool  of  low-priced  estab- 
lished lodging  houses,  have  been  an  easy 
prey  for  the  indiscriminate  establishment  ^ 
of  such  homes.  I  recently  surveyed  all  | 
known  halfway  houses  in  the  City  and 
discovered  that  the  South  End  has  one  | 
halfway  house  bed  serving  alcoholics,  drug 
addicts,  or  ex-criminal  offenders,  for  every 
55  residents.  Compared  to  one  halfway 
house  bed  for  each  842  residents  for  the 
rest  of  the  City,  the  South  End  is  obviously 
shouldering  far  more  than  their  share  of 
this  social  burden. 

Since  the  goal  of  halfway  houses  is  the 
reintegration  of  their  residents  into 
residential  communities,  such  a  gross  over- 
concentration  of  facilities  into  a  small 
geographic  area  is  bound  to  create  an  arti- 
ficial institutional  environment  directly 
contrary  to  their  ideals.  However,  in  the 
absence  of  any  coherent  planning  or 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  philosophy 
of  halfway  houses  is  being  compromised  by 
this  over-concentration  in  one  area,  the 
South  End  continues  to  be  the  target  of 
new  halfway  houses  and  the  expansion  of 
existing  ones.  The  Pine  Street  Inn,  when  its 
350-bed  facility  is  completed,  will  drive  the 
previously  stated  bed  ratio  down  to  one 
bed  for  every  31  residents  in  the  South 
End.  Massachusetts  Halfway  Houses,  Inc. 
(MHHI),  the  focus  of  an  ongoing  contro- 
versy on  Dwight  Street,  established  its 
fourth  halfway  house  in  the  South  End  in 
November  of  last  year,  ignoring  residents' 
protests  of  the  unsuitability  of  the  building 
and  the  problem  of  over-concentration, 
even  though  only  one  of  MHHl's  facilities 
is  located  outside  of  the  South  End.  Hope 
House  in  the  past  year  or  so  quietly 
expanded  its  operation  from  80  beds  to  101 
beds  in  the  South  End. 

Sadly,  th?  problems  of  the  South  End 
apparently  are  being  taken  more  seriously 
by  residents  of  other  neighborhoods  who, 
in  the  fear  of  being  the  target  of  a  flood  of 
halfway  houses,  are  vigorously  fighting  the 


establishment  of  any  facilities  in  their 
neighborhoods;  and  even  the  State  Legis- 
lature has  gotten  into  the  act.  The  budget 
passed  recently  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives includes  an  amendment  requir- 
ing halfway  houses  to  conform  to  zoning 
requirements  of  cities  and  towns  in  which 
they  are  located  if  they  want  to  receive  any 
public  funding  (on  which  the  majority 
depend  to  some  degree).  There  are  no 
zoning  regulations  covering  halfway 
houses  in  Boston,  and  there  seems  to  be 
little  hope  that  any  will  be  enacted.  An 


October  3,  1977  hearing  on  such  a  regula- 
tion to  be  included  in  the  Zoning  Code, 
which  would  have  defined  and  regulated 
halfway  houses,  has  never  been  decided  on 
by  the  Zoning  Commission.  It  is  doubtful 
that  Boston  will  benefit  from  this  pro- 
vision. And,  the  State  has  promised  to 
fight  in  court  any  efforts  by  the  City  to 
zone  or  regulate  halfway  houses. 

This  does  not  mean  that  things  are  hope- 
less. The  Commonwealth's  budget  has 
Continued  Next  Page 
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Eviction  of  Ambrose  House  threatened  by  question  whether  group  home  is  a  residential 
lodging  house  or  custodial  care  institution. 

DEFINITION  OF  ONE  HALF-WAY  HOUSE 


by  Jay  Clark 

One  problem  in  any  discussion  of  "half- 
way houses"  is  the  fact  that  this  term  has 
almost  no  definition. 

What  do  "half-way  houses"  do?  What 
are  they?  There  are,  of  course,  many 
answers  to  these  questions. 

As  a  director  of  a  half-way  house,  I 
would  like  to  state  what  one  South  End 
provider's  half-way  houses  are  and  what 
they  do.  The  provider,  Massachusetts 
Half-way  Houses,  Inc.,  was  founded  in 
1964,  and  has  provided  half-way  house 
services  in  the  South  End  since  that  time. 
The  half-way  house  I  direct,  the  Joseph  M. 
Ambrose  House,  has  operated  at  31'/2 
Dwight  Street  since  November  1977. 

First,  then,  what  is  the  Ambrose  House? 
It  is  a  temporary  residence  for  young  men 
(ages  16-18)  who  have  completed  their  stay 
in  the  State's  Secure  Treatment  units.  In 
earlier  days,  these  young  men  would  have 
been  returned  to  their  homes  with  only 
limited  supportive  counsehng.  At  the  Am- 
brose House,  they  are  given  the  chance  to 
make  the  transition  from  a  locked,  highly 
controlled  setting  to  a  more  normalized 
life-style  in  a  supportive  environment. 
Basically,  it  is  "a  step  half-way  home." 


What  does  the  Ambrose  House  do  to  as- 
sist these  young  men  in  the  return  to  their 
community?  First,  it  helps  them  set  goals 
to  change  the  life-style  that  led  to  their 
court  involvement.  Specifically,  the  young 
man  is  assigned  to  a  counselor  who  helps 
him  to  review  what  has  happened  and  what 
can  change.  Then  he  contracts  with  his 
counselor  to  achieve  specific  goals.  Typi- 
cally, these  goals  are: 

1)  to  find  full-time  employment  by  pur- 
suing three  job  leads  each  day 

2)  to  establish  a  savings  account  and 
build  it  each  week 

3)  to  learn  money  management  skills 

4)  to  meet  new  peers  through  structured 
community  recreation  groups. 

Statistics  kept  by  the  Mass.  Half-way 
Houses  indicate  that  young  men  who  com- 
plete these  goals  in  making  the  transition 
from  a  locked  to  an  open  setting  are  less 
likely  to  return  to  the  institution. 

Perhaps  this  last  point  speaks  to  the 
most  important  issue,  which  is,  why  do  we 
have  half-way  houses?  The  answer,  in  our 
experience,  is  that  people  who  use  half-way 
houses  deal  with  the  problems  that  took 
them  from  the  community  originally.  This 
makes  the  community  a  better  place  to  live. 


Pago  FIVE,  SEPAC  Newsletter,  June  1978 


Harbor  Light  Center  faces  licensing  cliallenge. 


GROUP  HOME  CONTROVERSY 
SPARKS  SEPAC  INVOLVEMENT 


gone  to  the  Senate;  and  it  is  hoped  that 
before  it  is  acted  on  a  stronger  amendment 
governing  halfway  houses'  concentration 
in  any  one  geographic  area  can  be  in- 
cluded. Additionally,  I  have  requested  that 
I  be  included  in  a  Task  Force  established  by 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Human 
Services  to  develop  guidelines  for  the 
establishment  of  halfway  houses  in  the 
State,  and  would  like  to  present  specific 
recommendations  from  the  community  re- 
garding a  more  coordinated  and  equitable 
establishment  of  such  facilities.  1  am 
therefore  asking  for  suggestions  from 
anyone  who  is  interested,  and  I  will  be  sure 
to  report  the  results  of  this  Task  Force. 

Whether  or  not  you  agree  with  the  phil- 
osophy of  halfway  houswes,  they  seem  to 
be  here  to  stay.  Only  by  making  them 
accountable  for  their  actions,  and  more 
responsive  to  the  genuine  concern  of  the 
community,  will  they  be  truly  serving  the 
needs  of  their  residents  and  the  commu- 
nity. 


"Fine  —  but  not  on  my  block." 

Group  houses,  halfway  houses,  commu- 
nity residences  —  it  doesn't  seem  to  make 
much  difference  what  they  are  called.  They 
are  the  products  of  a  sweeping  move  to- 
ward deinstitutionalization  and  they  have 
emerged  as  one  of  the  most  bitter  issues 
facing  the  South  End  and  other  inner-city 
communities.  Within  the  last  six  months 
some  South  Enders  have  engaged  in  legal 
and  political  efforts  to  evict  one  such 
institution  and  sharply  limit  the  program 
of  another. 

Why?  Isn't  the  evidence  reasonably  clear 
that  these  small,  closely  supervised  efforts 
are  preferable  to  the  massive,  alienating 
institutions  that  have  characterized  this 
nation's  response  to  our  troubled  and 
needy  citizens?  Ignoring  the  problem  has 
only  caused  thousands  to  end  up  oh  street 
corners,  where  there  is  not  even  the  remot- 
est possibility  of  help.  Isn't  it  evident  that  a 
staffed  group  home  represents  a  more  rea- 
sonable response  to  the  potential  public 
safety  problems  than  our  previous  policy 


of  returning  young  offenders  directly  to 
their  homes?  Isn't  it  important  to  reinforce 
and  maintain  the  South  End's  long  history 
as  an  open  community,  prepared  to  pro- 
vide both  shelter  and  a  supportive  environ- 
ment to  all? 

No,  the  argument  of  some  of  our  neigh- 
bors begins,  and  even  if  all  of  these  things 
are  true  (which  they  doubt),  then  they  state 
that  the  South  End  has  too  many  group 
homes.  How  many  is  too  many?  At  what 
point  does  the  neighborhood  reach  some 
tipping  point?  The  questions  are  almost  as 
difficult  to  answer  as  the  old  one  about 
angels  on  the  head  of  a  pin. 

Some  people  have  counted  the  number 
of  such  facilities  in  the  South  End  and  then 
compared  that  number  to  the  lower  num- 
ber in  other  parts  of  the  city.  Our  neigh- 
bors claim  that  they  thereby  prove  that  the 
South  End  has  too  many.  But  one  could  just 
as  easily  argue  that  instead  West  Roxbury 
and  the  North  End  don't  have  enough. 

Some  South  Enders  have  also  argued 
that  halfway  houses  both  increase  crime 


and  reduce  property  values.  Yet  an  elab- 
orate multi-city  review  of  the  evidence  by 
the  American  Society  of  Planning  Officials 
concludes  that  there  is  no  evidence  for  the 
second  claim,  and  when  the  SEPAC  Group 
Homes  Task  Force  talked  with  the  officers 
at  Station  4,  they  were  informed  that  there 
is  none  for  the  first  claim.  But  the  battle 
goes  on,  and  we  should  expect  that  it  will 
produce  some  of  the  most  bitter  and  sig- 
nificant confrontations  in  our  community 
over  the  next  few  months. 

To  a  large  extent,  the  question  of  group 
homes  emerges  as  an  odd  combination  of 
bad  information  (repeated  loudly  and 
often)  and  no  information  at  all.  So  far, 
too  few  of  us  have  taken  the  time  to  learn 
about  our  new  neighbors.  On  the  other 
hand,  many  group  home  operators  failed 
to  establish  open  and  clear  lines  of  com- 
munication with  their  neighbors.  Ironic- 
ally, it  seems  that  this  failure  to  com- 
municate is  based  on  fear  on  both  sides. 
Group  home  operators  are  afraid  that 
community  opposition  will  prevent  them 
from  doing  their  jobs,  while  many  S.outh 
Enders  are  afraid  of  those  who  are  moving 

Fear,  little  or  bad  information,  and  little 
ability  to  communicate.  These  are  ingredi- 
ents in  a  recipe  for  disaster.  In  early 
March,  the  SEPAC  Group  Homes  Task 
Force  began  to  look  at  these  questions  and 
initiate  a  dialogue  between  the  affected 
parties.  With  participation  from  both 
neighborhood  residents  and  group  home 
operators,  we  have  focused  on  three 
questions:  procedures  for  choosing  a 
location  and  establishinng  a  community 
residence,  developing  a  dialogue  between  a 
home  and  its  neighbors,  and  resolving  dis- 
putes. We  will  be  gathering  opinions  and 
recommendations  from  a  wide  variety  of 
residents  and  group  home  operators 
through  a  series  of  telephone  and  personal 
interviews.  The  Task  Force  expects  to 
make  recommendations  to  the  SEPAC 
Board  and  other  interested  parties  in  the 
fall.  We  need  your  ideas  and  help,  and 
most  importantly,  your  active  participation 
in  ensuring  that  we  all  know  enough  to,root 
decisions  in  information  and  understand- 
ing. 

Please  contact  SEPAC  Administrator 
John  Morrison  (262-4318)  or  Betsy  Tregar, 
Nancy  Payton  or  David  Smith,  Task  Force 
members,  if  you  would  like  to  be"  inter- 
viewed. 


Interior  of  Harbor  Light  Center  dining  room. 
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Boston 

Redevelopment 
Authority 


Robert  F,  Walsh,  Director 

Dear  South  End  Resident: 

As  many  of  you  know,  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  has  begun  its 
Environmental  Assessment  of  the  remaining  unfinished  South  End  renewal 
activities     The  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  is  requiring 
all  renewal  authorities  such  as  ours  to  settle  HUD  guaranteed  loans  by 
the  end  of  the  year.    Simply  stated,  this  financial  settlement  means 
that  we  have  to  decide  which  activities  called  for  in  the  1966  Plan  we 
should  complete,  and  which  we  should  change  or  delete  altogether.  These 
difficult  decisions  are  made  necessary  by  the  lack  of  funds  sufficient 
to  complete  the  original  plan.    Additionally,  the  community  has  undergone 
enormous  changes  in  the  last  twelve  years  and  we  feel  that  some  of  the 
original  plans  may  no  longer  be  appropriate.     In  this  light,  we  will  . 
review  our  development  objectives  for  publically  owned  land. 

For  all  of  these  reasons  we  have  re-opened  the  planning  process  and  gone 
back  to  the  community  in  an  effort  to  ascertain  its  needs  and  attitudes. 
The  participation  during  the  first  round  of  neighborhood  and  tenant 
association  meetings  was  both  constructive  and  spirited.    Many  of  you 
were  interviewed  in  your  home  by  Consensus,  Inc.  in  the  largest  and  most 
detailed  demographic,  housing  and  funding  preference  survey  of  its  kind 
ever  undertaken  in  the  South  End.    Additional  community  wide  meetings 
and  issue  workshops  are  scheduled  through  the  coming  months  with  a  final 
hearing  to  be  held  this  fall  in  which  the  Authority  will  present  its 
findings  and  recommendations. 

It  is  our  strong  desire  to  complete  urban  renewal  and  lay  the  foundation 
for  continuing  public  improvements  in  such  a  way  to  benefit  all  South 
Enders  and  preserve  this  community's  historic  and  unique  social,  economic, 
racial  and  ethnic  diversity. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Robert 
Director 

SOUTH  END  COMMUNITY-WIDE  MEETING 

To  Discuss 

REMAINING  URBAN  RENEWAL  ACTIVITIES 
IN  THE  SOUTH  END 

JULY  13,  1978 
MACKEY  SCHOOL  AUDITORIUM 
90  WARREN  AVENUE 
7:30  p.m. 

SPONSOR:  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 


The  first  community-wide  meeting,  to  be 
conducted  by  the  BRA,  on  the  remaining 
urban  renewal  activities  in  the  South  End 
will  be  held  on  Thursday,  July  13,  1978  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  Mackey  School  Auditor- 
ium. The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  get 
community  comments  on  alternative  land 
uses  being  studied  for  major  parcels  and  on 
the  key  community  issues  and  concerns 
being  studied  as  part  of  an  Environmental 
Assessment  of  remaining  urban  renewal 
activities. 

Since  April,  the  BRA  and  its  consultants 
have  held  17  meetings  with  neighborhood 
associations  and  tenant  councils  to  intro- 
duce the  Environmental  Assessment  Study 
to  South  End  residents  and  businesspeople. 
The  alternatives  to  be  analyzed  will  be 
based  on  suggestions  made  in  those  neigh- 
borhood meetings,  on  analysis  by  the 
BRA,  and  on  comments  received  at  the 
July  13  meeting. 

The  overall  goal  of  the  BRA  for  the  re- 
maining urban  renewal  activities  is  to  make 
the  best  possible  transition  from  urban  re- 
newal to  other  programs,  choosing  the 
parcel  land  use  alternatives  which  best  serve 
both  local  neighborhood  and  community- 
wide  South  End  needs  and  concerns.  The 
scope  of  the  Environmental  Assessment 
Study  is  to  fully  describe  the  social,  eco- 
nomic, and  physical  effects  of  alternative 
uses  of  remaining  urban  renewal  parcels  and 
remaining  public  improvement  contracts. 

The  July  13  meeting  will  be  followed  by 
two  more  community-wide  meetings,  in- 


cluding a  public  hearing  in  the  fall.  The 
Agenda  for  the  July  13  meeting  at  the 
Mackey  School,  90  Warren  Ave. ,  is: 

I.  Review  of  the  Environmental  Assess- 
ment Process 


II.  Status  Report  of  the  Current  Social, 
Economic  and  Physical  Character- 
istics of  the  South  End 


III.  Description  of  Major  Parcels  Being 
Studied  and  Alternative  Land  Use  Be- 
ing Considered 


IV.  Identification  of  Key  Environmental 
Assessment  Issues 


Community  members  will  be  encouraged  to 
comment  and  add  their  suggestions  to  the 
list  of  issues  to  be  studied.  Decisions  on 
parcel  use  or  disposition  will  be  made  in  the 
fall  after  the  study  is  complete  and  more 
community  meetings  and  hearings  have 
been  held. 

For  further  information,  contact  Richie 
Hall  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Author- 
ity at  City  Hall  —  722-4300. 


ADVERTISING  POLICY 

The  SEPAC  Newsletter  will  carry 
commercial  advertising,  notices  and 
classifieds  in  future  editions.  Call 
SEPAC,  262-4318,  for  rates  and  for 
further  information,  or  write  SEPAC, 
32  Rutland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02118. 


3  COMMUNITY  ORGANIZERS. 

Needed  by  SEPAC  and  the  FHA  Ten- 
ant Union  to  assist  in  a  program  to 
develop  a  stronger  federated  FHA 
union  for  the  South  End  and  to  de- 
velop tenant  ideas  for  management 
and/or  ownership  of  the  FHA  devel- 
opments. Bilingual  Spanish/English 
or  Chinese/English  and/or  housing 
background  a  plus.  Salary  $9- 
$ll,000/year  for  a  1  yr.  contract. 
Send  resumes  by  July  7  to  Adrian  du 
Cille,  c/o  SEPAC,  32  Rutland  St., 
Boston,  MA.  02118. 

Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employment 


before  sale 
Former  home  of  SEPAC  at  20  Union  Park 
beginning  of  interior  renovation 


SEPAC  OFFICE  MOVES 

SEPAC  has  a  new  office.  We  are  located 
at  32  Rutland  Street,  third  floor,  Boston, 
Mass.  021 18.  Feel  free  to  drop  in,  or  call  at 
262-4318. 

Our  office  was  previously  located  at  the 
U.S.E.S.  owned  South  End  House,  20 
Union  Park.  An  era  came  to  a  close  when 
that  building  was  sold  for  redevelopment 
as  luxury  housing.  The  attempts  of  SEPAC 
and  other  neighborhood  groups  and 
friends  to  pressure  U.S.E.S.  into  finding  a 
community-oriented  reuse  for  the  building 
proved  futile. 

The  Project  Place  building  at  32  Rutland 
Street,  our  new  location,  shares  in  the 
South  End's  long-time  tradition  of  social 
concern.  It  was  built  in  the  1850s  expressly 
to  provide  housing  for  indigent  women  of 
the  city.  More  recently,  it  was  the  home  of 
the  Community  Music  Center  of  Boston 
until  1971,  when  it  was  acquired  for 
Project  Place.  Place  operates  a  free 
emergency  ambulance  service  and  tele- 
phone drug  hotline  from  the  building.  The 
Project  Place  hotline  number  for  assistance 
is  267-9150. 
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THE  FINAL  STEP  —  CLOSE-OUT 


by  Bob  Casper 

"We  had  no  idea  that  more  than  a 
decade  of  urban  renewal  would  lead  to 
this.  If  we  had  known  it  would  turn  out  like 
this,  we  would  never  have  supported  it," 
said  Representative  Mel  King  at  the  10th 
anniversary  of  Tent  City  held  at  the  end  of 
April  on  the  site  where  ten  years  ago, 
residents  were  arrested  while  protesting 
urban  renewal  policies.  The  land,  which 
once  housed  many  famihes,  is  now  a  park- 
ing lot  used  by  commuters  employed  at 
places  like  John  Hancock. 

It  has  been  twelve  years  since  the 
inception  of  the  South  End  Urban  Renewal 
Plan,  and  now  the  BRA  has  reached  the 
final  stage  of  the  plan,  "close-out." 
Essentially  close-out  means  that  the  BRA 
and  HUD  will  end  their  contractual  obliga- 
tion to  the  community  and  settle  all 
financial  commitments,  and  plans  for  all 
BRA-owned  buildings  and  land.  What 
HUD  and  The  City  are  trying  to  determine 
is  to  what  extent  the  community  will  hold 
the  BRA  to  the  original  plan  for  the  South 
End.  One  of  the  major  goals  of  the  close- 
out  process  is  to  attempt  to  justify  BRA 
involvement  in  the  community  and  to 
avoid  any  possibility  of  a  future  law  suit. 
THE  PROCESS 
In  order  to  close  out,  the  BRA  must  go 
through  a  series  of  steps  which  include 
community  input,  establishing  options 
based  on  community  needs  and  desires, 
and  preparation  of  an  environmental  im- 
pact statement.  The  impact  statement  is 
used  to  determine  all  effects  on  the 
community  of  the  implementation  of  a 
particular  option  which  the  BRA  will 
choose  to  follow  in  the  close-out  process. 
Although  the  future  involvement  is  still 
possible  in  the  community,  any  promises 
left  unfulfilled,  need  never  be  kept. 

The  close-out  process  began  in  early  May 
when  the  BRA  hired  ABT  Associates  and 
Consensus  Inc.  for  a  price  tag  well  over 
$100,000,  to  act  as  consultants  to  the  BRA. 
Consensus's  role  is  to  do  an  attitudinal 
survey  based  on  a  sample  of  community 
residents.  Although  they  have  the  capabil- 
ity of  interviewing  in  both  Spanish  and 
English,  no  interviews  will  be  done  in 
Chinese  or  Greek  or  other  languages  found 
in  the  South  End.  This  potentially  could 
eliminate  close  to  10%  of  the  community. 
Some  of  the  original  "benefactors"  of 
urban  renewal  will  not  be  included  in  the 
survey.  There  is  no  mechanism  set  up  to 
interview  people  displaced  by  the  urban 
renewal  process. 

ABT  Associates  is  carrying  out  its 
responsibility  by  going  directly  to  the 
community  with  neighborhood  meetings, 
in  conjunction  with  the  BRA.  ABT  says  it 
is  contacting  all  neighborhood  groups. 
ABT's  concern  is  the  disposition  of  the 
remaining  BRA  parcels  which  includes  a 
cost  analysis  and  environmental  impact. 
But  the  irony  of  this  process  is  the  con- 
spicuous absence  of  SEPAC. 

WHERE'S  SEPAC? 
In  an  April  20,  1978  letter  to  the  Bay 
State  Banner,  BRA  director  Robert  Walsh 
says,  ".  .  .  with  the  assistance  of  SEPAC, 
to  undertake  a  comprehensive  citizen  par- 
ticipation review  which  will  take  the  form 
of  neighborhood-wide  hearings,  less  for- 
mal workshops  and  close  communication 
with  existing  groups  and  agencies."  But  as 
of  mid  May,  SEPAC  has  not  been  offered 


a  contract  through  the  term  of  the  close  out 
process,  nor  adequate  funds  for  newslet- 
ters, staffing,  or  even  office  space.  In  fact, 
SEPAC's  only  employee.  Administrator 
John  Morrison,  never  received  a  schedule 
of  neighborhood  meetings  until  he  called 
the  BRA  after  hearing  of  the  second  meet- 
ing. And  the  Mayor's  Office  is  apparently 
cutting  off  SEPAC's  remaining  city  funds 
on  June  30,  1978. 

RESIDENT  IMPACT 
By  May  15,  three  neighborhood  asso- 
ciations had  met  with  the  BRA  and  con- 
suhants.  The  Worcester  Square  Associa- 
tion met  in  early  May  and  according  to 
Karen  Pressman,  a  SEPAC  representative 
and  resident  of  the  Worcester  Square  area, 
"No  notice  of  the  meeting,  as  far  as  I 
know,  was  circulated;  but  I  heard  that  the 
consultants  met  with  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  association."  She  went  on  to 
describe  the  process  as  "apparently  leaving 
out  a  majority  of  the  South  End." 

Some  of  the  same  feelings  are  echoed  by 
Bob  Underbill  who  has  been  in  the  South 
End  since  1962  and  at  one  time  was  em- 
ployed as  a  relocation  speciahst  for  the 
BRA.  "There  were  notices,"  Underbill 
said,  "but  the  ABT/close  out  item  was 
conveniently  stuck  in  a  larger  agenda,  and 
we  didn't  get  the  notices  until  less  than 
twenty-four  hours  before  the  meeting."  He 
continued,  "rent  payers  don't  go  to  those 
meetings  anyhow;  they  are  given  the  feeliiig 
they're  not  welcome."  Underbill  also  said 
that  this  is  the  first  meeting  he's  heard 
about  in  two  years. 


Agenda  for  the  neighbor  closeout  meetings 
and  schedule  that  the  BRA  and  consultants 
will  be  following  in  terminating  the  urban 
renewal  project. 

When  the  BRA  and  consultants  came  to 
Upton  Street  loaded  down  with  parcel 
numbers  and  maps,  people  sat  attentively. 
After  a  brief  introduction,  residents 
quickly  pointed  out  a  built-in  bias  of  the 
Consensus  Inc.  survey  due  to  the  lack  of 
Chinese  interviewers.  A  short  time  later 
residents  began  to  realize  that  a  good  deal 
of  necessary  data  that  should  have  accom- 
panied the  presentation  was  missing.  The 


history  and  current  status  of  various 
parcels,  potential  developers,  and  individ- 
ual businesses'  desire  to  stay  or  leave  the 
community,  were  issues  that  left  the 
members  feeUng  they  were  trying  to  make 
decisions  in  a  vacuum.  Each  time  specific 
questions  were  raised,  the  answer  came 
back,  "We'll  have  to  let  you  know  on 
that." 


THE  NUMBERS  GAME 

If  this  is  the  process  for  the  BRA  close- 
out,  residents  ought  to  be  very  concerned. 
In  that  April  20th  letter  that  Mr.  Walsh 
sent  to  the  Banner,  he  said,  "We  [the  BRA) 
have  been  directly  responsible  for  produc- 
ing more  than  5,000  units  of  low  and 
moderate  income  housing  in  the  South 
End." 

The  truth  is  that  the  BRA  is  responsible 
for  about  4,200  units  of  low-  and  moder- 
ate-income housing,  of  which  more  than 
800  are  for  the  elderly.  This  is  documented 
on  pages  61  and  62  of  the  June  1975  Special 
Housing  Report  commissioned  by  SEPAC 
in  cooperation  with  the  BRA,  and  includes 
all  housing  since  the  report.  The  report 
verifies  that  the  BRA  has  been  responsible 
for  only  1,400  units  of  low-income  family 
housing.  And  on  pages  65  and  66  of  the 
report,  it  is  clear  that  the  BRA  is  res- 
ponsible for  the  loss  of  many  thousands  of 
units  through  demoHtion.  With  the  addi- 
tional loss  througfi  conversions  (par- 
ticularly former  rooming  houses),  the  net 
loss  of  units  is  very  high,  and  the  loss  of 
people  who  lived  in  them  overwhelming. 

Ahhough  almost  2,000  units  of  moder- 
ate-income housing  have  also  been  con- 
structed along  with  the  low  income  units, 
the  total  number  of  units  still  falls  far  short 
of  what  was  once  here.  And  the  moderate- 
income  housing  presently  commands  rents 
of  about  $200  for  a  one-bedroom  apart- 
ment, and  about  $250  for  a  two-bedroom. 
For  a  family  of  four  to  live  in  a  unit,  they 
must  earn  $12,000-$  15, 000. 

It  is  clear  that  Mr.  Walsh  should  provide 
the  community  with  accurate  information 
particularly  during  this  critical  stage  of 
close  out.  Now  more  than  ever,  the  com- 
munity must  all  be  informed  and  ask  ques- 
tions. For  example:  Has  there  been  a 
special  effort  to  get  minority  representa- 
tion in  the  process?  What  about  low-  and 
moderate-income  tenants  and  homeown- 
ers? Is  there  an  approach  to  assess  people's 
needs?  Are  there  plans  for  commercial 
development  and  revitalization  of  present 
commercial  space?  What  about  light  indus- 
try? Have  the  housing  goals  been  achieved? 
Has  the  BRA  accounted  for  the  thousands 
of  people  displaced  during  the  urban 
renewal  process?  How  many  more  units, 
particularly  of  low  and  moderate  income 
units,  do  we  need?  Does  Mr.  Walsh's  quote 
of  "more  than  5,000  units"  mean  the 
South  End  is  still  over  800  units  shy  of  the 
stated  goal  of  the  BRA? 

These  are  just  a  few  questions  that  might 
be  asked  during  the  close-out  process.  As 
Leon  Brinkley,  the  present  moderator  of 
SEPAC,  said  recently,  "A  lot  of  com- 
munity energy  went  into  establishing  the 
plan  a  number  of  years  ago,  and  SEPAC 
has  monitored  the  renewal  process  all  these 
years;  there  is  still  much  left  undone,  and 
the  community  must  try  to  continue  to  pro- 
tect itself  to  the  end." 


Richie  Hall  and  Peter  Scholnick 


BRA  INTERVIEWED 

ON  URBAN 
RENEWAL  CLOSE-OUT 


by  John  Morrison 
SEP  AC  Administrator 

•'There's  a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  BRA  10  preserve  the  architectural 
characteristic  and  flavor  of  the  South  End 
neighborhood,  and  to  preserve  its  eco- 
nomic, social,  ethnic  and  racial  diversity. 
To  make  it  a  better  and  prettier  community 
for  all  its  current  residents.  BRA  is  not 
interested  in  making  a  Georgetown  out  of 
the  South  End.  We  would  never  have  sup- 
ported IBA,  Concord  Housing,  ROXSE, 
Camden,  TDC  if  it  was  our  desire  to  see  it 
become  an  enclave  for  the  upper  middle 
class.  We  certainly  want  the  upper  middle 
class  there,  but  we  want  a  healthy  mix.  We 
always  have."  Richie  Hall,  BRA  coordin- 
ator, former  Little  City  Hall  manager,  and 
South  End  citizen,  was  talking  about  the 
South  End  Urban  Renewal  financial  settle- 
ment in  a  recent  interview  for  the  SEPAC 
Newsletter. 


planning  the  financial  settlement  of  the 
South  End  project.  I  wanted  to  know  the 
answers  to  some  important  questions  about 
the  close-out  process.  How  is  the  planning 
team  going  to  determine  what  the  neigh- 
borhood wants  for  the  future  of  the  almost 
300  remaining  urban  renewal  parcels?  How 
are  they  going  to  balance  the  dearth  of 
urban  renewal  funds  against  the  many 
alternative  methods  of  completing  the 


Student  model  of  possible  subsidized  housing  on  Tent  City  site  which  meets  with 
guidelines  of  the  Tent  City  Task  Force.  Will  it  ever  get  built? 


BACKGROUND 

After  twelve  years  of  urban  renewal,  the 
BRA  still  owns  or  controls  about  lOiVo  of 
the  South  End.  The  BRA  says  that  the  orig- 
inal Plan  is  about  75%  complete.  How- 
ever, many  people  are  skeptical  that  the 
BRA  can  complete  the  project  in  a  manner 
acceptable  to  the  South  End.  The  BRA's 
funds  to  reduce  the  cost  of  land  to  make  it 
available  for  subsidized  housing  are  prac- 
tically exhausted.  They  are  heavily  invested 
in  a  street  and  sewer  program,  which  is  not 
complete.  The  federal  government  is  pull- 
ing the  economic  rug  out  from  under  them 
by  shutting  off  the  funds  and  claiming  that 
any  liability  for  law  suits  rests  with  the 
City.  There  would  seem  to  be  little  room  to 
maneuver. 

As  SEPAC  Administrator,  I  interviewed 
the  BRA/consultant  team  responsible  for 


plan?  How  are  they  going  to  keep  to  the 
tight  time  schedule,  which  calls  for  a  draft 
of  the  financial  settlement  plan  by  October 
and  a  final  plan  approved  by  HUD  in  De- 
cember? How  are  they  going  to  deal  with 
the  people  and  property  issues  and  avoid 
recriminations? 

LIMITED  EFFORT 
1  interviewed  Richie  Hall,  Peter  Schol- 
nick and  Karen  Altschuler,  the  principals 
on  the  planning  team  for  this  close-out 
process,  to  get  answers  to  these  questions. 
They  were  candid  about  saying  that  the 
financial  settlement  is  not  a  planning 
process  for  the  next  ten  years  in  the  South 
End,  although  it  has  important  planning 
elements.  It  is  a  limited  effort  to  determine 
the  fate  of  the  10%  of  the  South  End  that  is 
still  under  the  control  or  ownership  of  the 
BRA. 


Peter  Scholnick  works  for  Abt  Associ- 
ates, the  general  contractor  hired  by  the 
BRA  for  this  consuhing  job.  Peter  is  a 
homeowner  in  the  Fenway,  and  has  exten- 
sive background  in  the  preparation  of 
Environmental  Impact  Statements  for 
large  scale  physical  projects.  Karen 
Altschuler,  an  expert  on  community  input 
to  neighborhood  and  city-wide  activities, 
works  for  Skidmore,  Owings  and  Merrill, 
the  subcor\tractor  Abt  has  chosen  to  be  in 
charge  of  eliciting  citizen  participation  for 
this  process.  Abt  has  also  subcontracted 
the  real  estate  and  financial  analysis  part  of 
the  package  to  Ryan  Elliott,  Inc.  and  the 
air  and  noise  quality  analysis  to  Jason 
Cortell,  Inc. 

Abt  Associates  will  coordinate  the  work 
of  the  consulting  team,  assemble  the  data 
they  collect,  evaluate  it,  and  prepare  the 
Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement. 
Their  "clients,"  the  BRA,  will  weigh  the 
information  in  the  Draft  EIS,  and  make 
the  final  decisions  on  which  alternatives  for 
completing  the  Plan  shall  go  forward.  The 
alternative  chosen  by  the  BRA  will  set  the 
course  for  urban  renewal  activities  in  the 
South  End  for  the  near  future. 

In  choosing  an  alternative,  the  BRA  will 
decide  what  to  do  with  the  remaining  un- 
completed urban  renewal  parcels.  A  few 
will  be  completed  as  originally  planned, 
but  many  will  be  dropped  from  the  inven- 
tory and  offered  for  sale.  Some  of  these 
will  not  be  developed  according  to  the 
original  land  development  controls  of  12 
years  ago. 

CITIZEN  PARTICIPATION  PROCESS 

By  doing  this  work,  the  Redevelopment 
Authority  is,  according  to  Richie  Hall, 
trying  "to  take  a  look  at  the  South  End  as 
it  is  now,  compare  it  with  the  South  End  as 
we  conceived  of  it  in  1965,  see  how  it  has 
changed,  and  see  whether  the  original  Plan 
that  was  approved  by  HUD  in  '65-'66  is 
still  appropriate  and  make  modifications 
where  we  feel  it  is  not  appropriate." 

Karen  Altschuler  added  that  the  consult- 
ants are  meeting  "with  every  neighborhood 
group-we  can  get  hold  of"  to  get  their  input 
on  the  Plan  revision.  I  pointed  out  that 
several  neighborhoods  would  be  left  out  of 
the  process,  either  because  the  association 
is  not  active  or  because  the  neighborhood  is 
not  coverered  by  an  association.  Hall  said 
that  was  a  common  problem  for  any  agen- 
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The  Close-Out  Issue 


Upton  Street  residents  and  BRA  consultants  discuss  what  to  do  with  closeout  parcels  at  a 
neighborhood  association  meeting  at  Hope  House. 


cy  planning  citizen  participation.  "How  do 
you  get  persons  who  are  not  accustomed  to 
participate,  to  participate?  We  are  well 
aware  that  there  are  plenty  of  people  in  the 
South  End  who  don't  participate  \n  neigh- 
borhood associations.  We  haven't  com- 
pleted- our  strategy  for  reaching  those 
people." 

The  citizen  participation  process  is  in  its 
first  phase  at  this  time.  The  consultants  are 
gathering  opinions  from  people  who  attend 
the  neighborhood  association  meetings 
during  May  and  June.  They  are  presenting 
renewal  maps  of  the  neighborhood  and 
asking  people  to  give  them  suggestions  on 
what  to  do  with  the  BRA  properties.  Out 
of  these  meetings  will  come  a  series  of 
options  for  the  reuse  of  the  almost  300 
parcels,  large  and  small,  under  the  control 
of  the  BRA. 


These  options  will  be  presented  by  the 
BRA  and  consultants  in  a  community  wide 
meeting  in  July.  Further  testimony  will  be 
taken  From  people  who  attend.  From  this 
meeting  will  come  the  comprehensive  list  of 
alternatives  to  be  studied. 

The  second  phase,  in-depth  study  of  the 
alternatives,  will  span  the  months  of  July 
and  August.  It  consists  of  intensive  meet- 
ings regarding  the  alternatives  for  the  five 
or  so  major  uncompleted  parcels  (Tent 
City  site,  etc.).  There  will  also  be  meetings 
on  the  future  of  the  many  smaller  parcels 
the  BRA  owns  in  the  area.  The  real  estate 
experts  and  the  noise  and  air  quality  ex- 
perts will  simultaneously  be  studying  the 
market  potentials  and  environmental  con- 
straints on  these  parcels. 

In  September,  the  consultants  will  retire 
to  prepare  the  Draft  Environmental  Impact 


Stateiiient,  which  should  be  available  for  a 
public  hearing  in  October.  The  Draft  EIS 
will  evaluate  the  proposed  alternatives, 
market  potentials,  environmental  con- 
straints, and  available  federal  funding.  It 
will  present  a  broad  spectrum  of  alter- 
natives for  the  community  to  react  to  at  the 
hearing.  Preparation  and  presentation  of 
the  Draft  EIS  constitutes  the  third  phase  of 
the  consultants'  work. 

In  November,  the  BRA  will  huddle  with 
the  consultants'  report  and  the  citizen 
testimony  taken  at  the  hearing.  It  will 
decide  what  course  it  wants  to  follow  in 
completing  and/or  disposing  of  parcels. 
The  decisions  made  by  the  BRA  will,  in 
effect,  constitute  the  first  comprehensive 
revision  of  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  since 
1965.    In    "consultant    language,"  the 
BRA's  chosen  option  is  called  the  "prefer- 
red alternative."  The  Final  EIS  will  set 
forth  the  BRA's  position  as  the  preferred 
alternative  for  urban  renewal  activities  in 
the  South  End  for  the  next  three  years.  It 
will  be  prepared  by  the  consultants  and 
published     in     December,    ending  the 
consultants'  commitment  to  this  project. 
PEOPl  E  ISSI  KS 
It  is  very  important  for  citizens  to  make 
their  desires  known,  to  be  heard  in  this 
process.  SEPAC  was  concerned  that  there 
had  not  been  adequate  notice  to  residents 
of  the  neighborhood  meetings  in  at  least 
one  of  the  three  meetings  that  had  been 
conducted  at  the  time  of  the  interview.  Hall 
said  that  the  plan  was  to  leave  it  up  to  the 
neighborhood  association  presidents  as  to 
how  they  wanted  to  contact  people  about 
the  meetings.  The  level  of  attendance  "de- 
pends on  the  level  of  organization  within 
each  group.  There's  a  variety,"  he  com- 
mented, adding  that  he  was  "satisfied  with 
the  turn-out  at  the  three  meetings  we've 
gone  to  to  date." 

He  went  on  to  say  that  the  BRA  has 
hired  another  consultant,  in  addition  to  the 
Abt  team,  to  conduct  a  house-to-house 
survey  of  1400  South  Enders  picked  at 
random.  "The  in-depth  survey  will  reach 
many  more  people  than  we  will  reach  in  the 
course  of  all  our  neighborhood  meetings. 
We'll  get  a  lot  of  demographic  data.  We 
want  to  measure  the  types  of  housing  that 
people  live  in;  we  want  income  data:  we 
want  racial  and  ethnic  data;  and  we  want 
attitudinal  data."  The  purpose  of  this 
survey  is  to  augment  the  material  Abt 
develops,  and  also  to  provide  the  raw 
material  for  a  market  analysis  of  the  latent 
demand  for  services  in  the  South  End. 

I  picked  up  on  this  point,  and  said  that 
there  was  a  whole  segment  of  the  South 
End  community  being  left  out  of  the  par- 
ticipation process.  They  are  the  relocatee.s, 
people  who  were  displaced  from  their 
housing  when  the  BRA  demolished  their 
buildings.    Hall    admitted    that  their 
opinions  and  rights  weren't  being  repre- 
sented in  the  neighborhood  meetings  or  the 
in-depth  survey,  because  they  are  not  pres- 
ently in  the  South  End.  "We  want  to  get  as 
clear  and  concise  a  picture  of  where  the 
South  End  is  in  the  late  spring  of  1978,"  he 
said.  Questioned  further,  he  added  that  the 
BRA  is  thinking  about  how  to  factor  their 
housing  need  into  the  financial  settlement 
plan.  They  will  be  prepared  to  talk  about 
g  this  issue  at  a  later  date.  I  pointed  out  that 
i  the  opinions  of  the  relocatees  are  most 
i  important  to  this  process;  first,  because 
I  they  have  been  the  most  distressed  by 
°  urban  renewal;  and  second,  because  they 
have  a  legal  preference  for  housing  units  in 
the  South  End,  if  they  want  to  return. 


Work  on  new  streets,  sewers  and  sidewalks  for  Rutland  Square  continues.  The  central 

question  in  closeout  is  how  much  money  to  spend  on  streets,  and  how  much  to  spend  for  CONTINUED  NEXT  PApE 

housing. 
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EDITORIAL 


RELYING  ON  URBAN  RENEWAL? 


INTERVIEW.  .  . 

Finally,  with  the  interview  drawing  to  a 
close,  I  asked  Hall  if  the  decision  making 
process,  as  contrasted  with  the  information 
gathering  process,  was  open  to  the  commu- 
nity. I  asked  how  the  citizens  could  reach 
beyond  Hall's  level  of  decision  making  to 
get  to  the  BRA  "higher  ups."  Hall  res- 
ponded that  the  BRA  was  the  responsible 
agent  for  making  the  urban  renewal 
decisions.  He  said  that  the  only  formal 
access  was  through  the  planning  team, 
which  answers  to  the  Director.  There  is  no 
formal  mechanism  to  impact  higher-level 
decision  making.  However,  he  added  that 
"if  we  make  recommendations  which  don't 
reflect  the  will  of  the  community,  if  we 
misrepresent  that  will,  many  people  have  a 
personal  relationship  with  the  Director  that 
will  be  able  to  get  on  the  phone  and  let  him 
know  in  short  order.  Beyond  that,  there's 
no,  formal  process." 


UNANSWERED  QUESTIONS 

Here  are  a  few  unanswered  questions 
about  the  close-out  process.  If  you  live  in 
the  South  End,  you  are  in  a  position  to 
raise  these  questions  at  the  meetings  with 
the  BRA  and  consultants. 

1.  Put  into  its  best  light,  the  "preferred 
alternative"  will  be  a  course  of  action 
which  is  financially  feasible  and  which 
comes  closest  to  meeting  the  needs  of  the 
many  diverse  people  of  the  South  End. 
Given  the  great  diversity  of  the  South  End, 
how  it  it  possible  to  achieve  this  "golden 
mean,"  and  if  it  is  possible,  how  will  it  be 
accomplished? 

2.  The  Urban  Renewal  Plan  pledged  the 
BRA  to  stimulate  the  rehabilitation  of 
existing  housing  for  low  and  moderate 
income  people,  as  well  as  to  build  new 
housing.  What  is  the  BRA's  track  record  in 
housing  rehabilitation  and  how  will  the 
original  goals  be  achieved? 

3.  How  complete  is  the  project  in  gen- 
eral? How  much  money  is  available  to 
complete  it?  How  much  money  is  being  set 
aside  for  BRA  salaries? 

4.  The  1970  census  showed,  for  the  first 
time,  that  the  South  End  was  becoming  a 
"two-tiered"  housing  market,  a  market 
where  only  low  income  and  upper  income 
persons  can  afford  to  find  housing.  What 
does  the  community  survey  conducted  by 
Consensus,  Inc.  show  about  this  trend? 
How  will  the  close-out  plan  seek  to  reverse 
this  situation  and  keep  the  "healthy  mix" 
Richie  Hall  spoke  about  in  the  interview? 
Or  will  il  further  aggravate  this  problem? 

5.  What  is  the  legitimate  role  of  SEPAC 
in  the  close-out  process?  How  is  the  BRA 
assisting  SEPAC  to  carry  out  this  role? 


The  urban  renewal  plan  for  the  South 
End  was  expected  to  cost  $37  million  to 
complete  in  1966.  To  date,  it  has  cost  over 
$100  million  and  is  about  75%  complete. 
Another  $35  million  might  do  it,  according 
to  the  consultants  the  BRA  has  hired  to 
help  them  close  the  plan. 

The  Plan  is  a  legal  document.  It  confers 
the  right  of  "eminent  domain"  on  the 
BRA,  the  right  to  take  private  property  by 
act  of  law  to  promote  the  public  good.  In 
return  for  this  operating  power,  the  Plan 
obligates  the  Authority  to  a  specific  set  of 
policies,  goals  and  objectives  to  promote 
the  common  good  in  the  South  End. 

Because  of  the  enormity  of  the  power 
conferred  on  the  BRA,  people  and  busi- 
nesses are  compelled  to  rely  on  the  Author- 
ity to  act  according  to  the  Plan.  People 
displaced  by  urban  renewal  have  to  rely  on 
the  Plan's  promise  of  replacement  housing 
for  all  at  an  affordable  cost.  Businesses  on 
an  urban  renewal  parcel  are  forced  to  halt 
their  own  development  plans  and  wait  in 
limbo  for  the  BRA  to  buy  their  property  as 
promised.  Residents  in  the  neighborhood 
have  the  expectation  that  their  streets  and 
sidewalks  will  be  safe  and  attractive. 

The  folks  still  waiting  and  relying  on  the 
BRA  to  keep  its  promises  may  be  disillu- 
sioned by  close-out.  SEPAC  wonders  if 
people  adversely  affected  by  closeout  have 
any  rights  of  redress. 

The  Fifth  Amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion provides  that  there  shall  be  no  taking 
of  private  property  for  a  public  purpose 
without  just  compensation.  The  class  of 
actions  that  can  constitute  a  taking  without 
just  compensation  is  broad.  Persons  may 
be  compensated  for  the  adverse  "side  ef- 
fects" of  a  public  policy  as  well  as  for  the 
more  direct  effects. 

Airport  sound  levels,  for  instance,  have 
an  adverse  "side  effect"  on  the  feasibility 
of  developing  nearby  property.  The  prop- 
erty  value   and   desirability   of  noise- 
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impacted  land  for  new  housing  and  busi- 
ness is  much  less  than  quiet  land.  The 
development  potential  of  the  noisy 
property  has  been  taken  away  by  the 
airport,  which  was  built  to  serve  a  public 
good.  The  owner  of  the  devalued  land  may 
make  a  claim  against  the  government  for  a 
sum  of  money  equivalent  to  his  reduced 
property  value. 

Similarly,  many  people  have  been  bene- 
fitted by  the  South  End  urban  reriewal 
plan,  but  some  have  unquestionably  been 
hurt.  They  may  have  a  claim  against  the 
city  after  close-out.  Since  the  BRA  is  not 
talking  about  this  aspect  of  the  close-out 
process,  SEPAC  must. 

Homeowners  living  on  streets  that  get 
dropped  from  the  Plan,  who  are  not  get- 
ting sidewalks,  sewers  and  lights,  might 
have  a  Htigable  grievance.  Their  tax  dollars 
financed  other  improvements  and  helped 
raise  other  property  values. 

Low  and  moderate  income  tenants  being 
squeezed  out  of  the  real  estate  market  by 
escalating  prices  might  ponder  the  effects 
of  not  completing  the  housing  goals  of  the 
Plan  on  the  availability  of  low  cost  hous- 
ing. 

Businesses  that  have  seen  the  customers 
leaving  because  the  business  is  slated  to  be 
acquired  and  can't  improve  its  property 
might  wonder,  when  dropped  from  the 
Plan,  if  their  twelve  years  of  hardship 
didn't  constitute  a  taking  without  just 
compensation. 

The  question  boils  down  to  one  of  whose 
"sacred"  property  rights  have  been 
trammeled  by  urban  renewal  in  the  South 
End.  The  issue  of  reliance  is  one  that  the 
BRA  should  be  openly  addressing,  how- 
ever nervous  it  may  be  about  the  ramifica- 
tions. SEPAC  sincerely  hopes  that  the 
BRA  will  set  aside  some  portion  of  the 
financial  settlement  process  for  an  open 
and  complete  discussion  of  this  urgent  and 
real  people  problem. 


April  demonstration  on  Tent  City  site  focused  on  the  need  for  low  income  housing. 
Demonstrators  gather  around  model  plan  for  subsidized  housing. 
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renewal  process,  which  replaced  homes  and 
people  with  parking  lots  and  cars.  The 
demonstrators  demanded  adequate,  af- 
fordable housing  for  the  many  South 
Enders  who  were  being  forced  out  of  the 
neighborhood  by  BRA  action  and  sky- 


rocketing rents.  They  demanded  low-cost 
housing  on  the  parking  lot  and  they  asked 
for  an  elected  citizen  body  to  oversee  BRA 
activities  in  the  South  End. 

The  current  SEPAC  organization 
evolved  from  these  demands  and  requests. 
For  the  first  time,  it  seemed  South  End 
residents  would  have  a  voice  in  the  BRA's 
redevelopment  process. 


However,  many  of  the  promises  made 
ten  years  ago  have  still  not  materialized. 
Tent  City  remains  a  parking  lot,  while 
many  present  and  former  South  End  resi- 
dents feel  the  serious  lack  of  decent, 
affordable  housing.  P.O.S.S.E.  has  vowed 
to  continue  the  struggle  for  adequate 
housing  and  services  for  all  South  End 
residents. 


SEP  AC  Elections 


On  August  16,  1977,  the  Boston  Election 
Department  brought  its  voting  machines, 
ballots  and  officials  to  five  sites  in  the 
South  End  to  supervise  the  election  of 
SEPAC,  the  South  End  Project  Area  Com- 
mittee. The  polls  were  set  at  the  Bancroft, 
Blackstone  Schools,  and  the  Elderly  Hous- 
ing building  on  Northampton  Street  and 
the  Holy  Trinity  and  New  Hope  Baptist 
churches.  The  election  was  announced  and 
the  candidates  were  pictured  in  the  last 
issue  of  the  SEPAC  newsletter.  Each  can- 
didate wrote  a  short  statement  for  the  issue 
which  was  circulated  to  all  South  End 
households. 

Hundreds  of  South  Enders  voted  to  elect 
nine  at  large  representatives  and  two  dis- 
trict representatives  from  each  of  the  fif- 
teen districts  shown  on  the  above  map.  The 
new  SEPAC  was  installed  at  a  September 
1978  meeting  at  20  Union  Park.  Commis- 
sioner Robinson  of  the  City's  Election  De- 
partment presented  each  member  with  a 
Certificate  of  Election. 

This  election  and  installation  continued 
the  SEPAC  tradition  in  the  South  End. 
SEPAC  is  the  citizen  board  elected  from 
the  South  End  Urban  Renewal  Area  to 
advise  and  oversee  the  urban  renewal  plan. 
It  was  begun  in  1969  with  a  charter  from 
Mayor  Kevin  H.  White.  It  is  a  model  that 
has  been  copied  in  communities  through- 
out the  nation.  Community  participation 
through  Project  Area  Committees  has  been 
encouraged  in  the  regulations  of  the  U.S. 
Dept.  of  Housing  and  Urban  Develop- 
ment. 

Through  elected  boards  like  SEPAC, 
city  agencies  can  learn  about  what  people 
in  the  community  want  for  their  neighbor- 
hood and  citizens  can  exercise  some  control 
over  the  plans  and  activities  of  city  redevel- 
opment authorities.  This  is  especially  criti- 
cal in  a  neighborhood,  Hke  the  South  End, 
that  lacks  elected  city  officials  who  reside 
in  it  and  participate  actively  in  its  commun- 
ity life. 

The  new  SEPAC  elected  Leon  Brinkley 
as  moderator,  and  Jorge  Hernandez  as 
staff  coordinator.  Lewis  Crampton  was 
elected  to  serve  as  treasurer  and  held  that 
position  until  recently  when,  even  though 
retaining  his  Board  seat,  he  resigned  as  an 
officer  to  give  more  time  to  his  campaign 
for  the  office  of  Mass.  State  Treasurer. 
Betsy  Tregar  has  been  elected  as  Clerk  of 
SEPAC,  replacing  Joseph  Molina. 

After  an  extensive  search  by  an  1 1  mem- 
ber personnel  committee,  SEPAC  selected 
John  Morrison  as  administrator.  John  is  a 


South  Ender  from  the  Cosmopolitan 
neighborhood.  He  worked  with  SEPAC 
previously  when  he  was  coordinator  of 

housing  for  the  handicapped  for  the  State 
Department  of  Community  Affairs. 

Here  are  some  brief  descriptions  of  your 
new  SEPAC  representatives. 

At  Large  Representatives 
Jane  Bowers,  17  Rutland  Sq.  Although 
new  to  SEPAC,  Jane  has  been  active  on 
educational  issues  in  the  South  End  for  a 
decade.  She  currently  serves  as  President  of 
the  Boston  Chapter  of  the  League  of 
Women  Voters. 

Lewis  Crampton,  15  Bradford  St.  A  first 
timer  at  SEPAC,  Lew  has  had  extensive  ex- 
posure to  urban  renewal  issues  through  his 
former  position  as  Commissioner  of  the 
Department  of  Community  Affairs  under 
Governor  .Sargent.  He  is  currently  running 
for  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth as  a  Republican  candidate. 
Adrian  du  Cille,  465  Columbus  Ave.  A  res- 
ident of  Methunion  Manor  and  a  veteran 
member  of  SEPAC,  Adrian  serves  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Tenants  Committee  that  is 
negotiating  Methunion's  future  with  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development.  He  is  a  social  worker  with 
Mass.  Dept.  of  Welfare. 
Jorge  Hernandez,  12  Rutland  Sq.  The 
executive  director  of  Inquilinos  Boricuas 
en  Accion  (IBA),  Jorge  has  been  very 
active  in  the  issues  of  development  of  low 
and  moderate  income  housing  in  the  South 
End.  As  a  planner,  he  is  also  very  active  in 
other  issues  and  organizations  affecting 
Boston's  Hispanic  community. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  MEETING 

If  you  would  like  to  be  regularly  notified  of  SEPAC  meetings,  please  clip  this  section, 
check  the  appropriate  boxes,  and  send  it  back  to  our  offices  at  32  Rutland  Street. 

□  YES,  I  would  like  to  be  on  the  mailing  list  for  SEPAC  meetings. 

□  YES,  I  would  like  to  volunteer  some  of  my  time  to  SEPAC.  Please  send  me  a  sheet 
that  I  can  fill  out  to  indicate  my  areas  of  interest. 

MY  NAME  IS  

Street   

City,  Zip  Code,  Phone  

Return  the  clipping  to:  SEPAC 

32  Rutland  St. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
262-*318 
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SEPAC  Moderator  Leon  Brinkley 


Michael  W.  Kane.  83  W.  Brookline  St. 
Former  Administrator  for  SEPAC 
( 1 974-77),  Michael  resigned  so  he  could  run 
for  the  Board.  He  brings  an  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  South  End  urban  renewal 
process  and  the  decisions  that  have  been 
and  are  being  made  and  will  determine  the 
shape  of  the  future  neighborhood. 
Harry  H.  Dow,  389A  Shawmut  Ave.  A  life 
long  resident  and  veteran  community  acti- 
vist, Harry  has  served  in  three  elected 
SEPAC's  before.  He  is  very  active  with 
local  community  organizations  and  is  a 
source  of  inspiration  to  many  younger 
South  Enders  who  admire  his  integrity, 
straightforwardness  and  great  knowledge. 
Patricia  Quintana,  612  Tremont  St.  Pat 
has  long  been  very  active  with  SEPAC  and 
with  some  of  the  Hispanic  and  Cape  Ver- 
dean  organizations  of  the  city  including 
IBA  and  TCHUBA.  A  resident  of  Villa 
Victoria,  she  now  works  as  coordinator  of 
Casa  Myrna  Vazquez,  emergency  home  for 
battered  women. 

Barbara  Jones,  10  Hammond  St.  Barbara 
has  been  active  in  SEPAC  on  tenant's  and 
other  issues.  She  is  currently  a  tenant  coor- 
dinator for  Umoja,  a  housing  development 
management  firm. 

Maria  Morrison,  111  W.  Concord  St.  Ma- 
ria's first  involvement  with  SEPAC  was  in 
1975-1977  as  a  District  10  representative. 
Elected  again  in  1977  she  has  not  slowed 
down  despite  expecting  a  baby  in  early 
summer.  She  is  working  as  a  counselor  in 
the  Hispanic  Youth  Employment  Program 
primarily  serving  South  End  and  Roxbury 
youth. 

District  Representatives 
District  1. 

Morell  Baber,  71  Camden  St.  A  resident  of 
Lower  Roxbury,  Morell  is  a  veteran 
SEPAC  member  who  is  very  active  in  her 
church  group  as  well  as  in  issues  concern- 
ing low  and  moderate  income  tenants.  She 
works  at  USES. 
District  2 

Dorothy  Flynn,  725  Tremont  St.  A  staff 
member  of  the  Mayor's  Office  of  Cultural 
Affairs,  Dorothy  has  been  active  in  defend- 
ing the  interests  of  South  End  elderly  resi- 
dents. She  is  also  interested  in  city  services 
issues. 

David  Smith,  45  Rutland  Sq.  A  professor 
of  economics  at  the  University  of  Mass. 
and  a  government  consultant  in  great  de- 
mand, David  brings  an  interest  in  jobs  and 
income,  low  and  moderate  income  housing 
issues  and  the  proper  distribution  of  city 
funds  for  neighborhood  projects.  He  has 
been  quite  active  with  SEPAC's  task  force 
on  group  homes. 
District  3 

Ena  Harris,  21  Braddock  Park.  A  long 
time  activist,  homeowner  and  SEPAC 
Board  member,  Ena  has  always  fought  for 
project  proposals  emanating  from  com- 
munity residents  particularly  as  they  help 
prevent  the  displacement  of  life  long  South 
End  residents.        Continued  Next  Page 
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Mary  Manuel,  405  Columbus  Ave.  Mary 
has  also  been  active  in  past  SEPAC's.  She 
brings  an  interest  in  housing  issues  for  low 
and  moderate  income  people,  government 
services.  Southwest  Corridor  planning  and 
the  process  of  community  participation. 
She  is  active  with  the  Methunion  tenants. 
District  4 

Joseph  C.  Molina,  95  Appleton  St.  A  law- 
yer and  homeowner  in  the  Ellis  neighbor- 
hood, Joe  has  been  very  concerned  with  the 
issue  of  closeout  of  the  South  End  Urban 
Renewal  Plan.  He  is  particularly  concerned 
by  the  Copley  Square  and  Tent  City  devel- 
opment proposals  and  the  finishing  of  the 
residential  infra-structure. 
Paul  Duffy,  57  Gray  St.  A  native  South 
Ender  from  the  Fort  Hill  area,  Paul  and  his 
parents,  like  so  many  others,  moved  to  the 
South  Shore  in  the  1950's.  Paul  later  re- 
turned to  the  South  End  and  now  serves  as 
Vice  President  of  the  Ellis  Neighborhood 
Association.  Paul  says  he  was  elected  as 
district  representative  on  a  platform  to 
monitor  SEPAC's  activities,  which  he 
termed  as  often  radical,  and  to  see  that  it  is 
eventually  phased  out. 
District  5.  No  Representation. 
District  6. 

Leon  Brinkley,  83  Montgomery  St.  A 
health  services  consultant,  Leon  is  pres- 
ently serving  as  SEPAC  moderator  and 
zeroing  in  on  the  i.ssue  of  the  close-out  of 
the  Urban  Renewal  Plan.  He  has  also  been 
very  involved  with  social  service  agencies 
especially  those  worl<ing  with  people  with 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse  problems. 


Regina  Mitchell,  107  Pembroke  St.  Born  in 
New  York,  Regina  has  been  a  South  End 
resident  for  four  years  while  getting  her 
masters  and  studying  for  her  PhD  at  Har- 
vard. She  was  active  in  SEPAC  for  some 
time  before  running  for  office. 
District  7. 

Peter  Metz,  94  Waltham  St.  As  a  transpor- 
tation planner  and  high  level  public  offi- 
cial, Peter  brings  an  interest  in  many  of  the 
urban  renewal  issues,  particularly  those 
that  affect  his  district.  Peter  is  also  very 
active  as  a  parent  in  school  issues. 
Betsy  Tregar,  34  Upton  St.  Betsy  has  long 
been  associated  with  issues  around  bilin- 
gual education  as  a  result  of  her  job  and 
her  involvement  with  Hispanic  organiza- 
tions outside  the  South  End.  She  is  now 
SEPAC  clerk  and  chairs  the  newsletter 
committee. 
District  8. 

Nancy  Payton,  20  Hanson  St.  A  former 
SEPAC  employee,  Nancy  has  always  been 
concerned  about  the  problems  of  alcohol- 
ics and  now  works  at  the  Pine  Street  Inn. 
She  is  very  interested  in  the  issues  of  her 
district  as  well  as  int  he  implementation  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  Bars  Task 
Force. 


William  Lauer,  8  Taylor  St.  A  banker,  Mr. 
Lauer  is  very  concerned  with  the  issues  of 
close  out  of  the  urban  renewal  plan  and  its 
effects  on  his  district  as  well  as  other  parts 
of  the  South  End.  He  has  been  active  in 
South  End  issues  before. 
District  9. 

William  Mclntyre,  79  Windsor  St.  A  coor- 
dinator of  Special  Projects  for  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority,  Mr.  Mclntyre  is  very 
interested  in  housing  issues  and  issues  sur- 
rounding land  use  in  Lower  Roxbury. 
District  10. 

Vincente  Castro,  540  Massachusetts  Ave. 
A  native  Puerto  Rican,  Vincente  is  the  Di- 
rector of  AREYTO  Cultural  Program 
(IBA)  and  also  teaches  acting  at  Harvard. 
He  has  been  active  in  SEPAC  for  two  years 
and  feels  a  dedication  to  the  Hispanic  com- 
munity in  the  area  of  housing. 
District  11. 

Lillian  Vidal,  1  Paseo  Boriken.  A  resident 
of  Villa  Victoria  and  a  photographer  and 
silkscreen  artist,  Lillian  brings  a  concern 
for  the  improvement  of  conditions  in  His- 
panic neighborhoods.  She  is  very  active  in 
Casa  Myrna  Vazquez. 


EN  ESTA  EDICION 


Sobre  SEPAC 

Leon  Brinkley,  moderador  de  SEPAC, 
habre  esta  edicion  con  una  carta  sobre  las 
presentes  negociaciones  entre  SEPAC  y  el 
BRA  sobre  la  continuacion  de  fondos  y  el 
papel  de  SEPAC  en  el  "liquidacion"  de  la 
renovacion  urbana.  Jorge  Hernandez,  el 
coordinador  del  personal  de  SEPAC,  y 
Jane  Bowers,  miembro  de  representacion 
general,  proveen  biografias  de  los  miem- 
bros  de  SEPAC  que  fueron  electos  el  otono 
pasado.  Michael  Kane,  miembro  de  repre- 
sentacion general,  discute  la  historia  en  que 
por  dos  afios  SEPAC,  ha  encontrado  difi- 
cultades  con  la  continuacion  de  fondos  por 
parte  de  la  ciudad. 

Liquidacion  En  Renovacion  Urbana 

Hace  doce  anos  que  se  inicio  el  Plan  de 
Renovacion  Urbana  del  South  End.  El 
dinero  del  govierno  federal  se  ha  agotado, 
y  no  se  podra  completar  el  plan.  Este  ano, 
el  BRA  reducira  grandemente  las  miras  del 
Plan  para  reubicar  los  escasos  fondos  que 
quedan. 

En  esta  edici6n,  Robert  Walsh,  director 
del  BRA  escribe  que  HUD  "le  requiere  a  el 
BRA  el  que  decida  cuales  de  las  actividades 
originales.  en  el  Plan  de  Renovacion  Ur- 
bana del  1966  seran  terminadas,  y  cuales 
seran  cambiadas  o  eliminadas  por  com- 
pleto.  Nosostros  hemos  reabierto  el 
proceso  de  planificacion  y  hemos  regresado 
a  la  comunidad  para  indagar  sobre  sus 
necesidades  y  actitudes."  El  equipo  de  ase- 
sores  que  fue  empleado  por  el  BRA  para 
esta  planificacion  de  la  comunidad,  da  su 
notificacion  sobre  su  primera  reunion  con 
toda  la  comunidad  para  discutir  los  cierres 
en  la  renovacion  urbana. 


Bob  Casper,  un  residente  de  Upton  St., 
reporta  acerca  de  las  reuniones  tocantes  a 
la  "liquidacion"  del  plan  entre  la  BRA  y  la 
comunidad  y  concluye  que  las  reuniones 
had  dejado  la  gente  con  la  impresion  de 
que  estan  tratando  de  tomar  decisiones  en 
el  aire.  John  Morrison,  Administrador  de 
SEPAC,  entrevisto  al  BRA  y  su  equipo  de 
asesores  y  descubre  que  para  diciembre  hay 
que  tomar  decisiones  que  afectarSn  el 
futuro  de  cerca  de  300  parcelas  de  terreno 
en  el  South  End  los  cuales  son  controlades 
por  el  BRA. 

Los  residentes  del  South  End  podran  ex- 
presar  sus  opiniones  acerca  de  dichos 
asuntos  a  traves  de  un  plan  limitado  de  par- 
ticipacion  de  ciudadanos,  o  directamente  a 
Bob  Walsh,  si  "gozan"  de  una  relacion 
personal  con  el  mismo.  Un  editorial  pre- 
gunta  si  habra  recompensa  alguna  para 
aguellos  que  han  sido  victimas  del  proceso 
de  renovacion  urbana? 

Residencias  De  Rehabililacion 
En  El  South  End 

Desde  sus  primeros  dias  el  South  End  ha 
sido  un  sitio  hospitalario  para  personas 
necesitadas.  El  desarrollo  del  movimiento 
de  hogares  de  rehabilitacion  durante  los 
ultimos  diez  anos  nos  ha  comprobado  que 
estos  son  un  buen  modelo  para  servicios  de 
rehabilitaci6n  basados  en  la  comunidad. 

Jay  Clark,  Director  del  Ambrose  House 
en  la  calle  Dwight,  describe  los  servicios 
que  alii  se  ofrecen  a  jovenes  delincuentes 
como  un  hogar  rehabilitativo  de  transici6n. 
Jeanne  Pockel,  Presidente  de  la  Asociaci6n 
de  Vecinos  de  las  Eight  Streets,  demuestra 
que  las  leyes  de  division  de  zonas  concen- 
tran  los  hogares  de  este  tipo  en  vecindarios 
donde  las  licencias  para  casas  de  aloja- 
Conlinua  Proxima  Pagina 


District  12. 

Karen  Pressman,  33  E.  Springfield  St.  A 
human  services  employee,  Karen  brings  a 
great  concern  for  the  future  of  human 
service  programs  in  the  South  End  as  well 
as  the  future  of  the  low  and  moderate  in- 
come community.  She  is  very  active  in 
SEPAC  and  other  South  End  efforts. 
District  13. 

Edna  Smith,  16  E.  Brookline  St.  A  resident 
of  Cathedral  Project  for  the  last  27  years, 
Edna  has  seen  her  eight  children  grow  and 
shared  change  in  Cathedral  and  the  South 
End  with  them.  She  is  very  concerned  with 
issues  affecting  public  housing  tenants,  es- 
pecially in  the  long-forgotten  Cathedral 
project. 

Julio  Diaz,  19  Msgr.  Reynolds  Way.  A 
resident  of  the  Cathedral  project,  Julio  is  a 
dedicated  family  head  who  has  worked 
hard  for  the  improvement  of  his  family  and 
those  around  him.  He  is  concerned  with  the 
issues  of  housing  low  and  moderate  income 
persons. 
District  14. 

Matthew  Creelman,  110  Union  Park  St.  A 
political  science  student  at  UMass-Boston, 
Matt  is  very  involved  with  the  student 
assembly  and  with  issues  affecting  his  im- 
mediate neighborhood.  He  is  new  to 
SEPAC,  a  forum  he  regards  as  very  neces- 
sary. 

Ada  Palmarin,  336  Shawmut  Ave.  A  resi- 
dent of  the  South  End  for  over  twenty 
years,  Ada  brings  a  concern  for  low  and 
moderate  income  persons,  especially  the 
Puerto  Ricans.  She  is  very  active  in  several 
community  organizations  including  the 
Health  Center,  IBA  and  the  Harriet  Tub- 
man Day  Care  Center. 
District  15.  No  Representation. 


GRAN  MITIN  DE  LA  COMUNIDAD  DEL  SOUTH  END 

Para  hablar  sobre 

ACTIVIDADES  PERMANECIENTES 
DE  RENOVACION  URBANA  EN  EL  SOUTH  END 

13  de  julio,  1978 
AUDITORIO  DE  LA  ESCUELA  MACKEY 
90  WARREN  AVENUE 
7:30  p.m. 


El  primer  mitin  de  toda  la  comunidad 
sobre  las  actividades  permanecientes  de 
renovacion  urbana  en  el  South  End  tomara 
lugar  el  jueves,  13  de  julio,  1978  a  las  7:30 
p.m.,  en  el  auditorio  de  la  escuela  Mackey. 
El  proposito  del  mitin  es  tener  las  opiniones 
de  la  comunidad  sobre  los  empleos  alterna- 
tivos  de  terreno  que  se  estudian  para  los 
lotes  grandes,  y  tambien  sobre  los  asuntos 
y  intereses  centrales  de  la  comunidad  que  se 
estudian  como  parte  de  una  Evaluacion 
Ambiental  de  las  actividades  permane- 
cientes de  renovacion  urbana. 

Desde  abril,  el  BRA  y  sus  consultantes 
ban  tendio  17  reuniones  con  asociaciones 
vecindarias  para  introducir  el  Estudio  de 
Evaluacion  Ambiental  a  los  residentes  y 
negociantes  del  South  End.  Las  alterna- 
tivas  que  seran  analisadas  se  basaran  sobre 
los  sugerimientos  ofrecidas  en  esas  re- 
uniones vecindarias,  el  analisis  del  BRA,  y 
sobre  las  opiniones  de  los  participantes  de 
la  reunion  del  13  de  julio. 

El  objetivo  del  BRA  para  las  ultimas 
actividades  de  renovacion  urbana  es  hacer 
la  mejor  transicion  posible  del  programa  de 
renovacion  urbana  a  otros  programas, 
escogiendo  las  alternativas  de  empleo  de 
terrenos  que  a  la  vez  sirven  los  intereses  de 
las  vecindades  locales,  y  llenan  las 
necesidades  de  la  comunidad.  El  esfera  del 
Estudio  de  Evaluacion  Ambiental  consiste 


Si  usted  es  dueflo  de  un  neeocio  en  la 
Columbus  o  la  Tremont  recibird  usted  al- 
guna  asistencia  durante  la  interrupci6n  del 
projecto  de  re-construccion  de  $  1 0  millones 
y  estarei  usted  ahi  deniro  de  varies  afios 
para  beneficiare  de  estas  mejoras? 

Si  usted  es  parte  de  un  grupo  de  inqui- 
linos  o  dueno  de  casa  de  rucursos  mo- 
destos,  podra  usted  conseguir  dinero  para 
rehabilitacion  con  bajos  intereses? 

Si  usted  vive  en  o  es  dueno  de  una  casa 
de  huespedes  habra  dinero  disponible  para 
arreglar  la  casa  a  un  costo  que  usted  pueda 
pagar? 

Si  usted  esta  en  una  lista  de  espera  para 
consequir  vivienda  en  el  South  end,  con- 
seguir^ usted  apartamento  algun  dia? 

Si  usted  es  inquilino  en  viviendas  de 
FHA  o  piiblicas,  firmaran  el  BRA  y  el  Al- 
calde programas  para  mejorar  su  edificio  o 
prevenir  la  exclusidn  del  derecho  de  redimir 
la  hipoteca? 

Si  alguna  vez  usted  vivio  en  lo  que  ahora 
es  un  lote  vacio  o  en  un  edificio  de  la 


en  una  descripcion  completa  de  los  afectos 
sociales,  economicos,  y  fisicos  de  los 
empleos  alternativos  de  los  lotes  de  reno- 
vacion urbana  que  quedan  y  de  los 
contratos  permanecientes  de  mejoramiento 
publico. 

El  mitin  del  13  de  julio  precede  dos  re- 
uniones mas  de  la  comunidad,  incluyendo 
una  audiencia  publica  en  otofio.  Entre  los 
asuntos  para  la  reunion  del  13  de  julio  a  la 
escuela  Mackey,  90  Warren  Avenue,  estan 
los  siguientes: 
I.  Repaso  del  proceso  de  Evaluacion 

Ambiental; 
II.  Reporte  sobre  el  Estado  de  las  Actu- 
ales  Caracteristicas  Sociales,  Econo- 
micas,  y  Fiscicas  del  South  End.; 

III.  Descripcion  de  Lotes  Grandes  Bajo 
Estudio  y  de  Empleos  Alternativos  de 
Terrenos  que  se  Consideran; 

IV.  identificacion  de  Asuntos  Centrales  de 
Evaluacion  Ambiental. 

Se  espera  que  los  miembros  de  la  comuni- 
dad se  sientan  libres  a  dar  sus  opiniones  y 
anadir  sus  consejos  a  la  lista  de  asuntos 
para  estudiar.  Las  decisiones  sobre  el 
empleo  o  la  disposicion  de  los  lotes  se 
haran  en  otono,  despues  del  fin  del  estudio 
y  de  mas  mitines  y  audiencias  piiblicas. 

Para  mayor  informacion,  favor  de 
llamar  Richie  Hall  del  Boston  Redevelop- 
ment Authority  en  City  Hall— 722-4300. 


ciudad/BRA  que  esta  vacio,  llegara  usted  a 
ver  ahi  viviendas  por  las  que  usted  pueda 
pagar? 

Si  usted  vive  al  lado  de  un  lote  vacio, 
reenforzarS  el  BRA  las  paredes  del  lado  de 
su  edificio  y  desarrollar^i  la  tierra  o  llegara 
a  ser  un  lugar  para  la  basura;  y  quien  sera 
responsable  de  limpiarlo?  Que  pasara  con 
las  estructuras  de  ladrillos  que  comenzaron 
a  construirse  y  no  se  terminaron  o  las  200 
familias  o  mas  que  ha  aplicado  para  estas 
unidades  grandes? 

Si  usted  fuera  del  South  End  y  fuera 
mudado  bajo  la  renovacibn  urbana,  podra 
usted  volver  a  vivir  en  el  South  End? 

Si  usted  ha  sido  o  sera  echado  fuera  para 
renovacibn  privada,  podra  usted  quedarse 
en  el  South  End  u  obtener  beneficios  de  re- 
colocacibn  de  BRA? 

Si  usted  es  un  residente  del  South  End, 
que  recursos  tendra  usted  si  dentro  de  unos 
cuantos  ahos  BRA  no  cumple  los  acuerdos 
hechos  durante  la  liquidaci6n? 
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miento  son  abundantes,  y  discute  la  con- 
troversia  que  se  esta  desarrollando  en  torno 
a  dichas  facilidades.  El  Comite  de  Group 
Homes  de  SEPAC  comenta  acerca  de  la 
dificultad  que  exsiste  para  lograr  un  bal- 
ance entre  la  necesidad  de  servicios  hu- 
manos  y  la  opisicion  en  los  vecindaries,  y 
describe  una  encuesta  iniciada  por  SEPAC 
para  desarrollar  unos  lineamientos  y 
normas  para  regir  sobre  los  hogares  reha- 
bilitativos  en  el  South  End. 

Fondos  Federalcs  Para  El 
Desarrollo  Coinunal 

Este  ano  es  al  cuarto  ano  de  vida  del  pro- 
grama federal  para  proveer  fondos  a  traves 
del  municipio  directamentc  a  los  vecindar- 
ios  para  aliviar  los  problemas  dc  vivienda  y 
servicios  que  han  sido  identificados  por  lo 
residentes  de  dichos  vecindarios. 

Karen  Pressman,  miembro  de  SEPAC, 
describe  la  forma  en  que  el  alcalde  corta 
fondos  p  ra  la  reparacion  de  vivienda  pub- 
lica y  servicios  sociales  —  y  como  la  com- 
unidad lograr  recobrar  los  fondos. 
Decimo  Aniversario  De  Tent  City 

Hacen  diez  aiios,  cientos  de  vecinos  acti- 
vos  de  nuestra  comunidad  acamparon  en  la 
parcela  de  Tent  City,  esquina  Dartmouth  y 
Colombus,  para  protestar  y  demandar 
viviendas  decentes  para  las  personas  desha- 
ciadas  por  el  "desarrollo  urbano."  Sus 
esfuerzos  culminaron  en  la  creacion  de 
SEPAC,  organizacion  para  salvaguardar 
los  derechos  de  los  residentes  originales, 
para  velar  por  los  maniobras  del  BRA,  y 
para  tratar  de  acelarar  el  proceso  de  crear 
viviendas  de  reemplazo. 

Katie  Blake,  resident  de  Rutland  Square 
y  coordinadora  de  POSSE,  nos  cuenta 
acerca  del  reciente  decimo  aniversario  de  la 
manifestacion  en  Tent  City.  Su  reciente 
protesta  enfoca  sobre  las  "promesas 
rotas"  del  BRA  dc  proveer  vivienda 
adecuada  para  todos  y  de  garantizar  la  voz 
legitima  de  SEPAC.  Blake  nos  dice  que 
POSSE  (Pueblo  Organizado  para  Salvar  el 
South  End)  continuara  su  lucha  por 
representar  los  derechos  del  pueblo  del 
South  End  y  por  lograr  vivienda  decente  y 
servicios  sociales  para  todos  los  residentes 
del  South  End. 

Mientras  Tanio 

El  consejo  de  las  artes  del  South  End,  en 
formacibn,  esta  en  busca  de  gente  que 
puedan  alludar  en  el  festival  comunal  de 
artes  este  verano  (comunicate  con  Frank 
Leupold,  539  Calle  Tremont,  02116, 
725-3000.)  IBA  ha  abierto  un  centre  de 
cuido  de  ninos  y  estan  reclutando  nifios 
(comunicate  con  Celia  Hunt,  247-2070.)  El 
centro  comunal  de  musica  tiene  un  pro- 
grama de  verano  para  personas  de  todas  las 
edades  y  gustos  musicales  (Barrie  Keller,  48 
Avenida  Warred,  482-7494.)  El  concejo  del 
Blackstone  Square  Community  School 
tiene  una  amplia  variedad  de  programas 
para  ninos  jovenes,  adultos  y  ancianos, 
Julio  3-Agosto  31  (Dianne  Polizzi,  50  W. 
Brookline  St.,  02118,  262-2190.)  El  Pro- 
grama de  Accion  del  Vecindario  del  South 
End  (SNAP)  ofrece  basketball,  campamen- 
tos  de  verano  para  la  tutaria  de  jovenes, 
progrtamas  de  condicibn  fisica  (Adita,  15 
Berkeley  St.,  segundo  piso,  482-4934).  la 
Organizacion  de  la  Ciudad  para  la  repre- 
sentacion  de  vecindarios  (ACORN)  esta 
auspiciando  una  conferencia,  Junio  24, 
10:00-4:00,  en  la  universidad  Northeaster, 
para  hablar  sobre  la  educacion,  impuestos, 
empleo,  vivienda,  servicios  y  problemas 
gubernamentales  (Tom  Rivera,  3  Calle 
Oakwood,  Dorchester,  02124,  262-3428.) 
SEPAC  esta  empleando  a  3  organizadores 
communales  para  una  importante  campafta 
del  FHA  (Adrian  du  Cille,  c/o  SEPAC,  32 
Rutland  St.,  02118,  262-4318). 


Residentes  de  la  calle  Upton  y  los  acesores  del  BRA  discuten  que  hacer  con  la  liquidacion 
de  parcelas  en  una  reunion  de  una  asocacion  de  vecinos  en  la  casa  HOPE. 

i  QUE  SIGNIFICA  LIQUIDACION  ? 
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LIQUID ACION  EN 
RENOBACION  URBANA 


By  Bob  Casper 

"Nosotros  no  teniamos  idea  que  m^s  de 
una  decada  de  renovaci6n  urbana  llegaria  a 
esto.  Si  hubieramos  sabido  que  iba  a 
resultar  en  esto,  nunca  lo  hubieramos 
apoyado,"  dijo  el  Representante  Mel  King 
en  el  decimo  aniversario  de  "Tent  City" 
llevado  a  cabo  a  finales  de  abril  en  el  lugar 
donde  diez  aRos  atris,  residentes  fueron 
arrestados  mientras  protestaban  contra  las 
polizas  de  renovaci6n  urbana.  La  tierra, 
que  una  vez  albergaba  muchas  familias,  es 
ahora  un  estacionamiento  para 
automoviles  usado  por  personas  que  viajan 
a  la  ciudad  para  trabajar  en  lugares  como 
John  Hancock. 

Han  pasado  doce  anos  desde  el  comienzo 
del  Plan  de  Renovaci6n  Urbana  del  South 
End,  y  ahora  el  BRA  ha  llegado  al  estado 
final  de  su  plan  -  liquidacibn.  Esencial- 
mente,  liquidacibn  significa  que  el  BRA  y 
HUD  terminaran  su  obligacibn  de  contrato 
con  la  comunidad  y  arreglaran  todos  los 
compromisos  financieros  y  planes  para 
todos  los  edifices  y  tierras  que  son  de  BRA. 
Lo  que  HUD  y  la  Ciudad  estan  tratando  de 
determinar  es  hasta  que  punto  la  com- 
unidad hara  que  BRA  mantenga  su  plan 
original  para  el  South  End.  Uno  de  los 
mayores  objetivos  del  proceso  de 
liquidacibn  es  el  tratar  de  justificar  el  en- 
volvimiento  de  BRA  en  la  comunidad  y  el 
evitar  la  posibilidad  de  una  demanda 
judicial. 

EL  PROCESO 

Para  la  liquidacion  el  BRA  debe  seguir 
un  niimero  de  pasos  lo  cual  incluye  partici- 
pacion  de  la  comunidad,  establecimiento 
de  opciones  basadas  en  las  necesidades  y 
deseos  de  la  comunidad,  y  la  preparacion 
de  un  informe  sobre  impacto  ambiental.  El 
informe  sobre  el  impacto  se  usara  para  de- 
terminar el  efecto  que  causara  a  la  comuni- 
dad la  implementacion  de  cierta  opcion  que 
el  BRA  escojera  en  el  proceso  de  liquida- 
ci6n.  Aunque  el  futuro  envolvimiento  de 
BRA  en  la  comunidad  es  aun  posible,  cual- 
quier  promesa  que  no  se  cumpla,  no  nece- 
sita  se  cumplida. 

El  proceso  de  liquidacibn  comenzo  a 
principios  de  mayo  cuando  el  BRA  empleo  a 
ABT  Associates  y  Consensus,  Inc.  como 
consultantes  al  BRA  a  un  precio  de  mucho 
mas  de  $100,000.  Consensus  hara  una 
encuesta  sobre  actitudes  basadas  en  una 
porcion  de  residentes  de  la  comunidad. 
Aunque  ellos  tienen  la  capacidad  para 
entrevistar  en  espaflol  e  ingles,  no  se  haran 
entrevistas  en  chino  o  griego  u  otros 
idiomas  que  se  encuentran  en  el  South  End. 
Esto  potencialmente  puede  eliminar  cerca 
de  10%  de  la  comunidad.  Algunos  de  los 
que  se  beneficiaran  de  la  Renovacibn 
Urbana  no  se  incluiran  en  la  encuesta.  No 
se  ha  fijado  un  mecanismo  para  entrevistar 
las  personas  que  se  ha  tenido  que  mudar  a 
causa  del  proceso  de  renovaci6n  urbana. 

ABT  Associates  esta  llevando  a  cabo  su 
responsabilidad  yendo,  conjuntamente  con 
BRA,  directamente  a  la  comunidad  con  re- 
uniones.  La  preocupaci6n  de  ABT  es  la 
disposici6n  de  los  lotes  de  BRA  que 
quedan,  los  cuales  incluido  un  analisis  de 
costo  e  impacto  ambiental. 
de  este  proceso  es  la  clara  ausencia  de 
SEPAC. 

PARTICIPACldN  DE  LOS  RESIDENTES 

Ya  por  el  15  de  mayo,  tres  asociaciones 
del  vecindario  se  habian  reunido  con  BRA 
y  sus  consultantes.  La  Asociaci6n  de  Wor- 
cester Square  se  reuni6  a  principios  de 


mayo  y  de  acuerdo  a  Karen  Pressman,  la 
representante  de  SEPAC  y  residente  del 
area  de  Worcester  Square,  "Ningun  aviso 
de  la  reunibn,  hasta  lo  que  yo  se,  fue 
circulado;  pero  yo  oi  que  los  consultantes 
se  reunieron  con  el  comite  ejecutive  de  la 
asociacibn."  Ella  describio  el  proceso 
como  "aparentemente  dejando  una 
mayoria  del  South  End  fuera."  Varios  de 
los  mismos  sentimientos  fueros  repetidos 
por  Bob  Underbill,  el  cual  ha  estado  en  el 
South  End  desde  1962  y  en  un  tiempo 
estuvo  empleado  como  especialista  de  re- 
colocacibn  en  el  BRA. 

Cuando  el  BRA  y  los  consultantes 
vinieron  a  la  Calle  Upton  Uenos  de 
ntimeros  para  los  lotes  y  mapas,  la  gente  se 
sent6  atentamente.  Despues  de  una  breve 
introduccion,  los  residentes  rapidamente 
seflalaron  una  preocupacibn  en  la  encureta 
de  Consensus,  debido  a  que  no  tenian  en- 
trevistadores  chinos.  Un  corto  tiempo 
despues,  los  residentes  comenzaron  a  darse 
cuenta  que  mucha  informacion  necesaria 
que  debio  haber  acompaiiado  la  presen- 
tacion  faltaba. 

EL  JUEGO  DE  NUMEROS 
Si  este  es  el  proceso  para  la  liquidacibn 
por  BRA,  los  residentes  deben  estar  bas- 
tante  preocupados.  En  esa  carta  del  20  de 
abril  que  Mr.  Walsh  envio  al  BANNER,  el 
dijo  "Nosotros  (el  BRA)  hemos  sido  direc- 
tamente responsables  de  producir  mas  de 
5,000  unidades  de  viviendas  de  bajo  y 
moderados  ingresos  en  el  South  End. 

La  verdad  es  que  BRA  es  responsable 
por  4,200  unidades  de  viviendas  de  bajos  y 
moderados  ingresos,  de  las  cuales  800  son 
para  ancianos.  Eso  esta  documentado  en 


las  pSginas  61  y  62  del  Reporte  Especial  de 
Vivienda  de  junio  del  1975  comisionado 
por  SEPAC  en  cooperacion  con  BRA,  e 
incluye  todas  las  viviendas  desde  el  reporte. 
El  reporte  verifica  que  el  BRA  es  responsa- 
ble por  solo  1,400  unidades  de  viviendas 
familiares  de  bajos  ingresos.  Y  en  las  pk- 
ginas  65  y  66  del  reporte,  esta  claro  que  el 
BRA  es  responsable  por  la  perdidad  de 
miles  de  unidades  a  cuada  de  demolicion. 

Aunque  casi  2,000  unidades  de  viviendas 
de  ingreso  moderados  han  sido  construidas 
con  las  unidades  de  bajos  ingresos,  el 
numero  total  de  unidades  todavia  cae  bajo 
la  cantidad  que  una  vez  estuvo  aqui.  Y  las 
viviendas  de  ingresos  moderados  actuales 
piden  rentas  de  cerca  de  $200  por  un 
apartamento  de  un  dormitorio  y  cerca  de 
$250  por  apartamentos  de  dos  dormitorios. 
Para  una  familia  de  cuatro  poder  vivir  en 
una  de  estas  unidades,  tienen  que  ganarse 
de  $12,000  a  $15,000. 

Esta  claro  que  Mr.  Walsh  debe  proveer  a 
la  comunidad  con  la  informaci6n  correcta, 
particularmente  durante  este  estado  critico 
de  liquidacibn.  Ahora  mas  que  nunca,  la 
comunidad  debe  ser  informada  y  deben 
hacer  preguntas.  Por  ejempio:  Se  ha  hecho 
un  esfuerzo  especial  para  consequir  repre- 
sentacibn  minoritaria  en  el  proceso?  Y  que 
de  los  inquilino  y  duenos  de  casas  de  bajos 
o  moderados  ingresos?  Hay  alguna  forma 
de  ver  las  necesidades  de  las  personas?  Hay 
planes  para  desarrc':o  comercial  y  revitali- 
zacion  del  presente  espacio  comercial?  Y 
que  de  la  industria  liviana?  Se  han  cum- 
plido  los  objetivos  de  vivienda?  Ha  con- 
sequido  lugar  el  BRA  para  las  miles  de 
personas  que  se  han  ido  a  causa  del  proceso 
de  renovacibn  urbana?  Cuantas  unidades 
mas,  particularmente  de  ingresos  bajos  y 
moderados,  necesitamos?  el  que  Mr. 
Walsh  diga  que  "mas  de  5,000  unidades" 
quiere  decir  que  aun  falta  sobre  800  uni- 
dades de  las  que  iba  a  hacer  el  BRA? 


LA  ESCUELITA  AGUEYBANA 


Bajo  la  administracion  fiscal  de  IBA,  La 
Escuelita  AgUeyban4  acaba  de  abrir  sus 
puertas  a  ninos  de  dos  anos  nueve  meses 
hasta  los  cinco  aflos.  Los  servicios  de 
cuidado  para  nifios  estan  disponibles  los 
doce  meses  del  ano  de  8:30  a.m.  a  5:30 
p.m. 

La  Escuehta  Agueybana  es  unica  por 
ofrecer  un  metodo  bilingue  que  se  espera 
haga  de  nifios  monolingues  en  espanol  y  en 
ingles,  ninos  bilingues  en  un  tiempo  rela- 
tivamente  corto.  Ademfc  el  grupo  de  nifios 
es  una  representacion  de  varias  razas, 
lenguas  y  niveles  economicbs. 

Adem&s  de  los  sercivios  de  educacibn 
pre-escolar,  se  provee  un  desayuno,  al- 
muerzo  caliente  y  merienda  que  se  pre- 
paran  en  el  mismo  Centre  con  la  revisibn 


de  una  nutricionista  hispana. 

Ahora  se  esta  llevando  a  cabo  una  cam- 
pana  de  reclutamiento  de  nifios  que  cualifi- 
can  para  los  servicios  del  centro  dentro  de 
una  escala  de  pago  hecha  a  base  del  ingreso 
bruto  de  la  familia.  Por  ejempio  si  una 
familia  de  dos  personas  (madre  e  hijo,  o 
padre  e  hijo)  tienen  un  ingreso  anual  que 
cae  entre  $7,300-10,000  el  costo  de  nuestros 
servicios  es  de  $25  semanales.  A  medida 
que  aumenta  el  ingreso,  el  costo  aumenta 
de  $5  en  $5  semanales  hasta  un  maximo  de 
$45  semanales  no  importa  qui  tan  alto  sea 
el  ingreso  anual. 

Estamos  operando  en  los  tres  primeros 
locales  del  primer  piso  de  un  edificio 
moderno  de  siete  pisos  en  el  1  Paseo  Bori- 
ken,  Boston.  Para  mayores  detalles,  llame 
al  247-2070. 


.  .  .  Delayed 

Budget  Problems 

In  the  last  two  Newsletters  which 
SEPAC  was  able  to  publish  last  summer,  it 
was  reported  that  the  Mayor  had  come 
through  on  a  new  budget  for  SEPAC  at 
that  time.  Signed  on  June  21,  1977,  this 
budget  was  supposed  to  expire  nine  days 
later,  on  June  30,  but  allowed  SEPAC  to 
pay  some  old  bills  which  had  piled  up 
during  the  previous  eight  months  when  the 
Mayor  had  cut  off  funds.  The  Mayor  later 
agreed  to  a  three  months'  extension,  so 
that  SEPAC  had  funds  from  June  through 
September  and  was  therefore  able  to  pub- 
lish two  Newsletters  and  conduct  the  1977 
SEPAC  elections. 

The  Newsletter  also  reported  last  sum- 
mer that  the  Mayor  had  promised  another 
six  month  budget,  to  run  from  June  1977 
through  the  end  of  last  year.  The  Mayor 
sent  a  letter  to  SEPAC's  former  Modera- 
tor, Ted  Landsmark,  promising  that  the 
city  administration  would  provide  these 
funds,  about  S26,000,  last  July. 


SNAP  summer  programs  call  482-4934 


COMMUNITY  MUSIC  CENTER 

Do  you  know  about  the  COMMUNITY 
MUSIC  CENTER  OF  BOSTON?  We  offer 
a  variety  of  programs  for  people  of  all  ages 
and  musical  tastes.  Do  you  sing  or  play  an 
instrument?  Do  you  want  to  learn?  Jazz, 
classical  and  folk  styles  of  music  are 
taught;  children's  classes,  music  therapy 
for  people  with  special  needs,  chamber 
ensembles,  a  chorus,  and  much  more  are 
offered.  Get  to  know  us  this  summer.  Our 
summer  session  begins  on  June  12.  We  are 
located  at  the  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts, 
48  Warren  Avenue.  You  can  call  482-7494 
for  more  information. 

COMMUNITY  ARTS  COUNCIL 


On  May  30,  the  ad  hoc  committee  to 
organize  and  incorporate  a  South  End  Art 
Council  submitted  a  proposal  to  City  Hall 
calling  for  two  community  arts  shows  this 
summer.  One  festival  would  feature  estab- 
lished arts  and  artists;  a  second,  popular 
and  community  arts  and  artists. 

If  you  wish  to  receive  information  about 
the  nascent  South  End  Arts  Council 
through  our  community  broadside  "South 
End  Arts  Notes,"  (SEA  Notes),  please  fill 
out  the  coupon  below,  and  drop  it  by  or 
send  it  to  the  South  End  Arts  Council,  539 
Tremont  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts 
02116,  OR  call  Prank  Leupold,  725-3000. 


Name   Telephone  #  

Address  

(number,  Mrcell 

(zip  code)  

I  am  a(n):  □  resident  □  non-resident 
□  artist 


White  Lies? 

The  Newsletter's  predictions  turned  out 
to  be  optimistic.  The  Mayor  did  not  actu- 
ally sign  this  funding  contract  until  March, 
1978,  nine  months  later  than  promised. 
These  new  funds  will  run  out  this  month 
and  will  not  be  renewed.  "It  forces  a  fun- 
damental reassessment  of  the  value  of  the 
Mayor's  written  commitments,"  com- 
mented Landsmark  recently. 

Will  SEPAC  Survive? 
Despite  the  Mayor's  actions,  the  end  of 
the  funding  from  City  Hall  will  not  mean 
the  death  of  SEPAC.  SEPAC  consists 
mainly  of  an  elected  Board  of  volunteer 
South  End  residents  willing  to  put  in  their 
time  to  serve  the  community.  This  Board 
will  stay  in  office  and  continue  to  function 
even  if  City  Hall  funding  is  cut  off.  In 
addition,  SEPAC  has  been  able  in  the  past 
year  to  develop  for  the  first  time  indepen- 
dent funding  sources  for  parts  of  its  overall 
program. 

The  National  Campaign  for  Human  De- 
velopment, the  Catholic  Church's  urban 
funding  arm,  has  awarded  SEPAC  a  grant 
of  $25,000  to  provide  assistance  to  FHA 
tenants  in  organizing  independent  tenant 
unions  in  their  developments.  Polaroid 
Foundation  has  also  awarded  a  $1,600 
grant  for  publishing  the  Newsletter.  Addi- 
tional grant  applications  are  pending  at 
VISTA  and  other  local  foundations. 

What  city  defunding  would  mean  is  that 
SEPAC  will  find  it  difficult  to  function  up 
to  its  full  potential  for  the  South  End  com- 
munity. All  South  End  residents  who 
benefit    from   having   a  democratically 
S  elected  citizen  advocate  group  and  public 
S  forum  will  lose  if  SEPAC  is  handicapped 
1  in  its  effectiveness.  And  perhaps  hardest 
%  hit  will  be  those  South  Enders  who  have 
relied  on  SEPAC  to  help  protect  them 
against  the  more  destructive  side  of  Urban 
Renewal.  


ACORN 

The  All-City  Organization  to  Represent 
Neighborhood  (ACORN)  in  Boston  is 
sponsoring  a  conference  to  address  the 
issues  of  quality  education,  fair  taxation, 
employment,  housing,  city  services,  and 
governance. 

The  conference  will  be  held  on  June  24, 
1978,  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  at  Northeast- 
ern University,  Huntington  Avenue,  Bos- 
ton. 

All  persons  who  wish  to  become  in- 
volved in  a  political  effort  to  improve  the 
quality  of  life  in  Boston  are  cordially  in- 
vited to  attend. 

The  purpose  of  the  conference  is  to  bring 
together  neighborhood  forces  and  to  de- 
velop strategies  for  returning  control  of  the 
city  to  the  people  who  reside  there. 

Task  forces,  to  address  specific  issues,  as 
^vl■ll  as  a  city-wide  steering  committee  will 
be  hii  nicd  to  direct  future  activities  of  the 
Ml  City  Organization  to  Represent  Neigh- 
iKirhoods  in  Boston. 

The  conference  is  open  to  the  public,  if 

111  arc  interested  in  the  future  of  Boston, 
I  lease  pi  in  to  attend. 

For  more  information  please  call: 
26"  '428  Monday  thru  Friday  from  9  a.m. 
10  5  p.m. 
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NEW  DAY  CARE  CENTER 

The  South  End  has  a  new  day  care 
center. 

Under  the  fiscal  management  of  IBA. 
the  Escuelita  Aqueybana  Day  Care  Center 
recently  opened  its  doors  to  children  ages  2 
years  to  5  years  old.  Services  are  available 
twelve  months  of  the  year  from  8:30  a.m. 
to  5:30  p.m. 

Unique  in  the  City  of  Boston  because  of 
the  bilingual  method.  Escuelita  Aqueybana 
will  include  a  balanced  group  of  children 
from  different  races,  languages  and  eco- 
nomic backgrounds.  Children  who  are 
monolingual,  either  in  English  or  in 
Spanish,  are  expected  to  be  bilingual  in  a 
relatively  short  period  of  time. 

In  addition  to  the  pre-school  educational 
programs,  a  nutritious  breakfast,  hot  lunch 
and  snack  is  prepared  and  served  at  the 
Center,  which  is  located  on  the  first  floor 
of  the  modern  seven  story  high  building  at 
1  Paseo  Boriken. 

At  present,  the  Center's  staff  are  recruit- 
ing children  who  qualify  under  an  estab- 
lished pay  scale.  For  instance,  if  the  yearly 
income  for  a  family  of  two  falls  between 
$7,300  and  $10,000,  the  fee  for  the  child 
will  be  $25  per  week.  As  the  income  in- 
creases, the  fee  increases  in  increments  of 
$5  per  week,  up  to  a  maximum  of  $45  re- 
gardless of  maximum  income. 

Details  about  the  Center's  philosophy, 
educational  method,  etc.,  can  be  obtained 
by  calling  Cecilia  Hunt  at  247-2070. 

BLACKSTONE  PROGRAM 

Come  to  the  Blackstone  Sq.  Community 
School  this  summer.  We  have  classes  for  the 
whole  family.  Summer  programs  for  chil- 
dren include  gymnastics,  tutoring,  tap 
dance,  martial  arts,  field  trips,  day  camp, 
films,  arts  &  crafts  and  gym  and  pool  activi- 
ties. 

For  teens  &  adults  we  will  have:  Spanish, 
African  dance,  body  conditioning,  sewing, 
English  as  a  Second  Language,  skill  typing, 
martial  arts,  ethnic  cooking,  video,  yoga,  lai 
chi,  and  pool  and  gym  activities. 

For  senior  citizens  there  will  be:  arts  and 
crafts,  drama,  singing,  creative  movement, 
and  neighborhood  history. 

Summer  programs  begin  on  July  3  thru 
August  31,  1 978.  Our  summer  hours  are  1 1 
a.m. -9  p.m.  To  register  for  our  wide  variety 
of  free  or  "low  cost"  courses,  you  need  an 
annual  membership  card  which  costs  South 
End  residents  only  $1  for  adults,  75*  for 
teens,  501  for  children,  and  25<t  for  senior 
citizens.  You  can  purchase  a  card  at  the 
office  from  3-7  p.  m .  We  are  located  at  50  W. 
Brookline  St.  (enter  thru  school  vard).  Our 
telephone  number  is  262-2190.  Call  or  visit 
us  at  our  office  for  a  complete  list  of  classes 
and  activities. 

All  adults  who  live  or  work  in  the  South 
End  are  invited  to  join  our  corporation 
which  elects  the  council,  provides  commit- 
tee members  for  social  functions  and  special 
programs. 
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SEPAC  Elections  August  16 


BuckUng  side  waU  on  Clarke  house,  Hanson  St.,  is  repaired  with  BRA  funds.  (See  p.  4  October 
Newsletter.) 

Calendar  for  SEPAC  Elections  

Tuesday,  June  28-Friday,  July  22  -  Nomina-  turned  in.  Candidates  should  bring  a  brief  (250 
tion  papers  to  be  distributed  from  the  South  word)   d«"'P«°n   °  .  ''^J.^Per 
End  Little  City  Hall,  at  1 1 1  W.  Newton  Street,  neighborhood  and  South  End  issues. 
9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Wednesday.August  3  —  5:00  p.m.Certification 
Friday, July  29  -5:00  p.m.  deadUne  for  fihng  of  Nomination  papers  to  be  completed, 
nomination  papers  at  South  End  Little  City  g^^jy  August  —  Special  issue  of  SEPAG 
Hall  or  City  Election  Department,  Room  241,  Newsletter  published  with  photos  and  plat- 
City  Hall.  forms  of  candidates,  polling  places,  district 
Prospective  candidates  may  bring  a  photo-  maps,  etc. 

graph  or  be  photographed  at  the  LitUe  City  .     ^      ^  ^  _  sEPAC  ELECTIONS 

Hall  when  nomination  papers  are  taken  out  or  " 


Nomination  Papers 
Available  at 
Little  City  Hall 


Who  Can  Run? 

All  South  End  and  Lower  Roxbury  resi- 
dents of  the  SEPAC  area  who  were  at  least 
17  years  of  age  on  January  1,  1977,  are  eli- 
gible to  run  for  SEPAC  and  vote  in  the 
elections,  provided  their  names  appear  on 
the  1976  Master  Residence  and  Voting  lists. 
All  residents  of  the  SEPAC  area  who  are 
not  on  this  list  or  who  moved  into  the  area 
after  January  1,  1977,  may  prove  their  eli- 
gibility and  be  able  to  vote  by  showing  rea- 
sonable proof  on  Election  Day. 

Who  Runs  the  Elections? 

The  SEPAC  Elections  are  conducted  by 
the  City  of  Boston  Election  Department. 
Polling  locations  will  be  published  in  the 
Elections  Issue  of  the  SEPAC  Newsletter. 
SEPAC  Members 
SEPAC  members  are  elected  every  two 
years  from  15  neighborhood  districts  (two 
representatives  from  each).  There  are  also 
9  members  elected  at-large  from  the  entire 
South  End  Urban  Renewal  Area. 
District  Representatives 
Papers  for  district  candidates  must  be 
signed  by  25  persons  eligible  to  vote  in  the 
district  involved. 

Each  eligible  voter  for  the  SEPAC  Elec- 
tion will  be  permitted  to  sign  nomination 
5  papers  for  2  district  candidates. 

To  be  eligible  for  election  as  a  member 
5  from  a  particular  district,  the  candidates 
?  must  themselves  be  eligible  to  vote  in  that 
district. 

At-Large  Representatives 

Papers  for  at-large  candidates  must  be 
signed  by  50  persons  eligible  to  vote  in  the 
South  End. 

Each  eligible  voter  in  the  South  End  will 
be  permitted  to  sign  nomination  powers  for 
9  At-Large  Candidates 
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What  is  SEP  AC? 


SEPAC  (the  South  End  Project  Area 
Committee)  is  the  community-elected  plan- 
ning and  action  organization  for  the  South 
End  and  Lower  Roxbury.  It  represents  the 
people  of  the  South  End  in  dealing  with 
Urban  Renewal,  government  agencies, 
housing,  community  development,  and 
other  issues  which  affect  our  neighbor- 
hood. 

SEPAC  consists  of  39  members,  elected 
every  two  years  in  elections  conducted  by 
the  City  of  Boston  Election  Department. 
Of  these  39  people,  9  are  elected  "at-large' ' 
from  the  whole  South  End-Lower  Roxbury 
area,  and  30  are  elected  (2  each)  from  15 
neighborhood  districts. 

Although  SEPAC  is  a  community  advo- 
cate organization  and  is  not  itself  a  formal 
government  agency,  it  is  recognized  by.  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA), 
the  federal  government,  and  the  City  of 
Boston  as  the  official  voice  of  the  South 
End  and  Lower  Roxbury.  SEPAC  has  a 
recognized  role  in  reviewing  Urban 
Renewal,  including  control  over  staff  and 
budget,  and  veto  power  over  demolition 
and  naming  of  developers  for  BRA-owned 
land  and  buildings. 

After  two  years  of  community  efforts 
around  Urban  Renewal  concerns,  SEPAC 
was  established  with  a  charter  from  the 
City  of  Boston  in  1969,  which  sets  forth 
these  above  listed  "powers"  in  the  Urban 
Renewal  process. 

SEPAC  is  different  from  "social  serv- 
ice" agencies  like  United  South  End 
Settlements  (USES)  or  South  End  Neigh- 
borhood Action  Project  (SNAP)  in  that  the 
SEPAC  Board  functions  as  a  policy- 
making group,  addressing  policy  issues  of 
community  and  property  development  in 
the  neighborhood  rather  than  the  direct 
one-to-one  delivery  of  services.  The 
SEPAC  Board  works  to  increase  the  ac- 
countability of  government  agencies  to  the 
neighborhood.  As  a  central  South  End 
public-discussion  forum,  SEPAC  members 
seek  out  and  try  to  represent  all  parts  of  the 
neighborhood  before  making  its  decisions. 
As  a  unique  experiment  of  democratic 
neighborhood  self-government,  SEPAC 
has  worked  long  and  difficult  hours  to 
represent,  debate,  recommend,  and  resolve 
the  many  diverse  perspectives  and  needs  in 
the  community. 

Where  Does  SEPAC  Get  Its  Money? 
SEPAC  is  funded  by  Community  Devel- 


opment Revenue  Sharing  Funds  channeled 
through  the  federal  government  to  the  City 
of  Boston.  Under  contract  with  the  City  of 
Boston,  SPAC's  budget  expired  last 
August  31,  1976.  At  the  end  of  August, 
1976,  SEPAC  had  $18,(X)0  of  its  funds  re- 
maining from  its  $87,500  August 
1975-August  1976  budget.  The  Board 
agreed  to  a  short-term  extension  of  its 
contract  to  spend  those  funds  through 
November  1 ,  1976,  while  the  Board  carried 
out  new  budget  negotiations  with  Andy 
Olins,  the  Mayor's  Housing  Assistant,  and 
other  city  officials. 

SEP  AC'S  Funds  Run  Out 

By  November  1,  SEPAC's  funds  ran  out 
without  a  new  budget  agreement  with  the 
City  of  Boston.  SEPAC  staff  were  laid  off, 
though  staff  members  continued  to  work 
as  volunteers  for  the  organization.  At  that 
time,  the  SEPAC  Newsletter  ceased  publi- 
cation because  of  lack  of  funds.  Then,  in 
early  January,  1977,  Andy  Olins  and  the 
SEPAC  Executive  Committee  agreed  to  a 
refunded  budget  of  $53,000  for  SEPAC's 
programs  (a  40%  cut  from  the  previous 
year).  The  City  also  agreed  to  an  additional 
$12,500  matching  grant  on  a  $1  for  every 
$2  for  funds  raised  by  SEPAC  from  non- 
City  sources.  Not  until  June  21,  1977  was 
the  SEPAC  budget  approved  and  signed  by 
Mayor  White,  providing  $27,000  to  cover 
back  expenses  from  the  first  half  of  this 
year,  and  to  publish  the  SEPAC  Newsletter 
again.  Although  this  new  budget  techni- 
cally expired  at  the  end  of  June,  the  Mayor 
and  his  assistants  assure  the  SEPAC 
Executive  Committee  that  the  contract  for 
the  remaining  $26,000  will  be  signed  in  the 
near  future,  probably  after  the  new 
SEPAC  board  is  elected  in  August. 


What  1975-1977  SEPAC  has  done: 


WHAT  THE  1975-1977  SEPAC 
HAS  DONE: 

Since  its  election  in  1975,  the  out-going 
SEPAC  has  accomplished  these  things: 

\)  Public  Housing.  SEPAC  won 
$700,000  in  repair  money  for  Cathedral, 
Lenox  and  Camden,  to  be  spent  on  tenant 
priorities. 

2)  FHA  Housing.  SEPAC  helped  FHA 
'lousing  tenants  to  organize  and  resist  fore- 
closure, sale,  rent  increases  and  evictions  at 
Castle  Square,  Tuckerman,  Rutland  Hous- 
ing, and  elsewhere.  SEPAC  assisted  in  pre- 
venting the  sale  and  subsequent  eviction  of 
tenants  in  buildings  owned  by  HUD 


(Federal  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development)  on  Rutland  and  East 
Springfield  Streets  and  on  St.  Cyprian 
Street  in  Lower  Roxbury. 

3)  Third  World  Jobs.  SEPAC  supported 
the  Third  World  Workers'  Association  and 
the  Jobs  Clearinghouse  in  securing  a  fair 
share  of  construction  jobs  in  the  area  for 
workers  of  color  and  established  a  policy 
that  50%  of  BRA  and  City  contract  jobs 
should  go  to  workers  of  color  and  local 
residents. 

4)  New  Housing.  SEPAC  has  advocated 
additional  well-planned  and  well-managed 
housing  for  low  and  moderate  income 
elderly  and  family  residents  so  that  they 
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can  continue  to  live  in  this  area  at  rents 
they  can  afford.  This  included  fighting  for 
additional  "Section  8"  subsidies  for  the 
proposed  Headstart  Housing  site,  and 
assisting  a  community-based  group  (the 
Tent  City  Task  Force)  to  develop  inno- 
vative plans  for  renovation  and  home- 
owner tenant  mix  in  the  "Frankie  O'Day 
block"  on  Columbus  Avenue. 

(Continuedtop.  9) 
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Commentary 


by  Philip  Bradley 


MONEY  PROBLEMS 


During  the  last  eight  months,  SEPAC 
has  been  threatened  with  elimination  by 
Mayor  Kevin  H.  White's  administration. 

While  no  clear  official  statement  not  to 
refund  SEPAC  was  ever  made  by  City 
officials,  SEPAC  went  without  funds  from 
last  November  until  last  week.  This 
happened  despite  a  promise  of  refunding 
from  Mayor  White  himself  in  January, 
1976,  and  despite  lengthy  meetings  and 
negotiations  with  various  City  officials 
starting  at  that  time. 

SEP  AC'S  funding  expired  in  November, 
1976.  No  monthly  budget  extensions  were 
given  by  the  City,  although  this  had  been 
done  in  the  past.  The  eight  months  that 
SEPAC  went  without  funds  was  the  long- 
est in  its  eight  year  history. 

This  meant  that  five  SEPAC  staff 
members  were  laid  off  since  November  1 , 
although  some  continued  to  work  with  no 
pay  during  the  eight  month  period.  SEPAC 
was  also  unable  to  pubUsh  the  Newsletter 
since  last  October,  due  to  lack  of  funds. 
This  greatly  hurt  our  ability  to  keep  South 
Enders  informed  about  what  was  going  on, 
not  only  with  SEPAC,  but  with  the  many 
issues  in  housing,  jobs,  human  services, 
charter  change,  and  the  Uke  which  SEPAC 
continued  to  cope  with  despite  very  limited 
resources. 

Logjam  Broken 

The  logjam  in  the  refunding  was  broken 
only  when  SEPAC  voted  to  prepare  a  law- 
suit against  the  City  administration,  and 
when  the  Boston  media  began  to  pubUcize 
the  matter.  Perhaps  the  most  important 
factor  was  Rep.  Mel  King's  message  to  City 
officials  that  he  would  not  support  some  of 
the  Mayor's  legislative  proposals  at  the 
Statehouse  until  the  SEPAC  budget  was 
renewed. 


The  Mayor  has  promised  a  second 
budget  which  will  last  through  next 
November.  Both  budgets  together  repre- 
sent a  40%  cut  below  SEPAC's  budget  the 
previous  year. 
City  Almost  Cancels  SEPAC  Elections 
Another  problem  facing  SEPAC's  sur- 
vival was  that  the  City  Election  Depart- 
ment announced  on  June  2  that  it  would 
not  pay  for  and  run  SEPAC's  elections  this 
summer.  The  Election  Department  has 
always  run  SEPAC's  elections  since  the 
group  was  set  up  by  Mayor  White  in  1969. 
The  Department  had  agreed  in  May  to  run 
the  elections  this  year,  but  on  a  "bare 
bones"  budget. 

On  June  2,  the  Department  informed 
SEPAC  it  had  "no  funds"  to  conduct  the 
elections.  At  that  point,  neither  did 
SEPAC.  It  looked  as  though  there  might 
be  no  elections  at  all. 

The  SEPAC  Board  voted  to  sue  the  City 
under  a  part  of  SEPAC's  contract  with  the 
City,  still  in  effect,  which  says  the  "City  of 
Boston  Election  Department  shall  con- 
duct" the  SEPAC  elections. 

After  last  minute  negotiations  and  help 
from  Little  City  Hall  Manager  Richie  Hall, 
a  compromise  was  worked  out.  The  Elec- 
tions Department  agreed  to  run  the  elec- 
tions, and  SEPAC  agreed  to  pay  for  part 
of  the  cost  from  its  new  City  budget.  To 
cut  costs,  the  "bare  bones"  election  agree- 
ment means  fewer  poUing  places,  less  City 
Election  personnel,  and  shorter  hours  than 
has  been  the  case  in  past  elections. 

WHY? 

Since  1969,  the  SEPAC  has  served  as  the 
only  democratically-elected  South  End 
wide  resident  group  with  the  ability  and 
resources  to  express  the  South  End's  view 
on  a  wide  range  of  issues. 

SEPAC  has  often  served  in  an  advisory 
capacity  to  the  BRA  and  to  the  City.  At 
other  times  SEPAC  has  had  to  prod  the 
City  administration  or  has  come  out  in 
direct  opposition  to  City  Hall  policies. 

The  record  of  SEPAC  members  and 
staff  in  working  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
munity and  in  promoting  the  interests  of  a 
wide  range  of  South  End  residents  is  clear 
from  the  summar  of  some  SEPAC  activi- 
ties in  the  last  two  years  which  appears  on 
this  page.  A  great  deal  remains  to  be  done, 


Mayor  White  responds  to  concerned  citizens  at  Blackstone  Sq.  School 


from  resolving  the  plight  of  tenants  in 
FHA  housing  to  releasing  pubUc  funds  to 
correct  deplorable  conditions  in  public 
housing  to  protecting  homeowners  from 
crushing  increases  in  their  property  taxes. 

The  BRA  is  still  around  and  millions  of 
federal  dollars  will  be  spent  in  the  South 
End  —  over  $15  million  next  year  alone. 
Many  questions  remain  as  to  what  will  be 
done  to  complete  Urban  Renewal  and  the 
commitments  made  by  the  City  and  the 
BRA  to  the  South  End. 

Why,  with  a  record  of  positive  achieve- 
ment in  the  last  two  years  and  with  so  much 
to  be  done,  did  the  City  administration  cut 
off  SEPAC's  funds? 

Why  the  Defunding? 

South  End  residents  differ  in  the  reasons 
for  the  reluctance  of  City  officials  to 
refund  SEPAC. 

Since  the  election  of  the  South  End 
United  Slate  in  1975,  many  of  SEPAC's 
stands  —  such  as  support  for  public 
housing  repairs  and  for  rent  control,  join- 
ing the  Boston  Fair  Share  Property  Tax 
Campaign,  getting  more  maintanence 
people  for  South  End  parks,  support  for 
the  Blackstone  Community  School  and  the 
Third  World  Jobs  Clearinghouse  —  have 
run  into  opposition  or  resistance  by  City 
officials.  Many  South  EnderS  feel  that 
SEPAC's  defunding  was  due  to  the  group's 
being  a  "thorn  in  the  side"  of  City  Hall  on 
these  issues. 

Other  people  point  to  SEPAC's  strong 
opposition  to  the  Mayor's  "Charter  Re- 
form" proposal  last  January  and  the 
Boston  Globe  report  of  one  City  official's 
threats  not  to  renew  SEPAC's  funding  if 
the  group  opposed  the  Mayor's  plan  as  the 
final  blow. 

Others  believe  that  the  Mayor's  failure 
to  sign  the  SEPAC  budget  last  spring  had 
to  do  with  the  general  failure  of  his  new 
"political  machine"  to  take  over  and  con- 
trol SEPAC,  as  he  has  tried  to  do  (with  few 
successes)  elsewhere.  SEPAC's  unwilling- 
ness to  give  in  to  political  pressure  from 
City  Hall  may  be  the  reason  why  SEPAC, 
like  other  independent  neighborhood 
groups  like  Community  Schools  and  the 
Third  World  Jobs  Clearinghouse,  have  had 
funds  cut  off  or  have  been  threatened  with 
elimination  by  the  White  administration. 

Other  people  note  that  SEPAC's  effec- 
tiveness had  grown  after  the  1975  election, 
with  greater  community  support  and  an 
expanded  staff  and  Newsletter.  Unfortu- 
nately, this  was  perceived  by  some  City 
officials  not  as  a  chance  to  develop  joint 
programs  with  strong  community  support 
but  as  a  threat  to  their  power.  Complaints 
by  City  officials  of  Newsletter  articles 
which  include  any  criticism  of  the  City 
administration  have  lent  support  to  this 
view. 

Still  other  South  Enders  point  out  that 
SEPAC's  defunding  came  just  at  the  time 
that  Third  World  people  had  gained  in 
representation  and  leadership  on  the 
SEPAC  Board,  making  the  group  more 
truly  multi-racial.  (SEPAC's  first  Black 
moderator,  Ted  Landsmark,  took  office 
last  July.)  Many  of  the  things  that  SEPAC 
has  fought  for  have  particularly  benefited 
Black,  Latin  and  Asian-American  South 
Enders,  such  as  the  FHA  Tenant  Cam- 
paign. 

Whatever  the  reason  or  reasons,  SEPAC 
feels  that  most  South  End  residents 
support  a  strong,  independent,  demo- 
cratically elected  resident  group  that  can 
disagree  as  well  as  agree  with  City  policies. 
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Landsmark  Gives  SEP  AC  Testimony 
at  Senate  FHA  Hearing 


My  name  is  Theodore  C.  Landsmark.  I 
live  at  532  Massachusetts  Avenue  in  the 
South  End  of  Boston.  I  am  an  elected 
member  of  the  South  End  Project  Area 
Committee  (SEPAC),  and  currently  serve 
as  its  Moderator,  or  Chairperson. 

To  meet  the  growing  crisis  in  FHA 
housing,  SEPAC  has  since  1975  made 
efforts  around  FHA  issues  its  top  priority 
for  commitment  of  staff  and  organiza- 
tional resources,  under  the  guidance  of  the 
SEPAC  Tenant  Sub-Committee,  consisting 
largely  of  FHA  tenants.  A  response  to  the 
FHA  crisis  was  a  major  issue  in  the  1975 
SEPAC  elections,  in  which  3,000  registered 
voters  (out  of  23,000  residents)  voted. 
FHA  Problem  in  the  South  End 

The  South  End  is  a  multi-racial,  iiiixed 
income  neighborhood  in  Boston,  and  is  the 
nation's  largest  neighborhood  Urban  Re- 
newal district.  According  to  SEPAC's  au- 
thoritative Special  Housing  Committee 
Report,  in  1975  about  20%  of  the  housing 
units  in  the  South  End,  and  about  25%  of 
the  residents,  were  subsidized  under  FHA 
housing  programs.  Of  these  apartments, 
some  1,600  are  new  construction  units,  and 
an  additional  1,300  are  in  scattered-site 
rehabilitated  rowhouses.  Virtually  every 
kind  of  traditional  sponsorship,  owner- 
ship, and  management  model  for  HUD- 
assisted  housing  can  be  found  in  the  South 
End;  indeed,  some  of  them  were  invented 
here. 

Most  of  these  FHA  developments,  built 
in  part  as  replacement  housing  for  people 
displaced  or  out-priced  by  Urban  Renewal, 
are  now  in  some  stage  of  default,  assign- 
ment, or  foreclosure,  and  tenants  have 
been  hit  by  a  crushing  round  of  skyrocket- 
ing rents,  deteriorating  conditions,  arid 
evictions.  "Moderate"income  rents  in 
several  South  End  developments  are  now 
almost  comparable  to  "market"  rate 
luxury  rents  in  the  South  End  and  are 
actually  higher  than  private  market  rent 
levels  in  several  working  class  districts  in 
Jamaica  Plain,  Dorchester,  or  Cambridge. 

In  the  South  End,  the  national  FHA 
crisis  has  been  aggravated  by  the  overall 
rising  market  patterns  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. In  addition  to  making  it  very 
difficult  for  people  displaced  by  rising 
FHA  rents  to  find  affordable  housing  in 
the  nearby  area,  these  market  trends  have 
increased  the  incentive  —  and  the  pressure 
—  on  HUD  to  cut  their  losses  and  sell  off 
foreclosed  FHA  properties  to  the  highest 
bidder.  That  HUD  can  find  buyers  for  its 
foreclosed  properties  in  the  South  End  was 
shown  dramatically  when  it  advertised  four 
buildings  on  Rutland  and  E.  Springfield 
Streets  for  sale  in  late  1974. 

As  with  Methunion,  final  sale  was  pre- 
vented only  by  organized  tenant  pressure, 
legal  assistance,  and  intervention  by  Sena- 
tors Brooke  and  Kennedy  and  Congress- 
man Moakley,  which  won  commitments 
from  HUD  to  work  with  tenants  to 
examine  alternatives  which  will  allow  the 
tenants  to  stay  at  affordable  rent  levels. 

More  recently,  Boston  was  "targeted" 
by  HUD  in  Washington  as  the  number  one 
priority  city  nationally  for  the  rapid  fore- 
closure and  sale  of  FHA  housing.  Of  the 
three  targeted  neighborhoods,  the  South 
End  is  the  only. one  where  rising  market 


patterns  make  FHA-foreclosed  properties 
highly  attractive  investments  for  new  own- 
ers, particulatly  buildings  rehabilitated  in 
the  Victorian  rowhouse  districts. 
SEPAC  Role 
As  the  elected  urban  renewal  "watch- 
dog" committee,  SEPAC  is  committed  to 
protecting  and  assisting  FHA  tenants  to 
remain  in  their  homes  at  low  rents  arid  to 
thereby  maintain  the  multi-racial,  mixed- 
income  character  of  the  neighborhood  as  a 
whole. 

One  of  the  major  reasons  for  SEPAC's 
involvement  in  the  FHA  issue  was  that 
much  of  the  FHA  housing  built  in  the 
South  End  was  constructed  as  replacement 
housing  for  people  displaced  by  Urban  Re- 
newal. In  addition  to  its  other  FHA 
obligations,  HUD  is  required  under  the 
Urban  Renewal  Plan  to  maintain  South 
End  FHA  housing  at  low  and  moderate 
income  rental  levels.  SEPAC  sees  it  as  a 
cruel  repetition  of  history  that  the  prob- 
lems built  into  the  FHA  programs  should 
lead,  after  Urban  Renewal  dispossession, 
to  another  vicious  round  of  rent  increases, 
poor  conditions,  and  evictions  for  these 
residents. 

SEPAC's  involvement  in  the  FHA  crisis 
has  been  centered  around  our  experience 
and  conviction  that  organized,  informed 
tenant  involvement  and  control  over  solu- 
tions to  the  FHA  crisis  is  central  if  tenants' 
interests  —  and  Congress'  intent  —  are  to 
be  met.  To  that  end,  SEPAC  has  played  an 
active  role  in  providing  organizing  and 
technical  assistance  to  tenants  in  several 
major  FHA  developments  as  well  as  on  a 
South  End-wide  basis,  under  the  guidance 
of  the  SEPAC  Tenant  Committee.  Our  ac- 
tivity has  included  organizing  campaigns 
aimed  at  building  independent  FHA  tenant 
unions;  periodic  reports  in  the  SEPAC 
Newsletter,  distributed  to  over  14,000 
households  in  English,  Spanish  and 
Chinese;   financial  and  legal  analysis; 


setting  up  workshops  and  conferences;  pre- 
paring memoranda,  flyers  and  literature 
for  tenant  groups;  and  providing  linkage  to 
other  advocacy  organizations  such  as 
Greater  Boston  Legal  Services,  Citizens' 
Housing  and  Planning  Association, 
Greater  Boston  Community  Development, 
Tenants'  First  Coalition,  UPA  and  others. 

Since  last  November,  SEPAC  has  been 
greatly  hampered  in  its  work  due  to  de- 
funding  by  the  City  of  Boston.  However, 
staff  have  continued  to  provide  tenants 
assistance  on  a  volunteer  basis  for  over  five 
months.  It  is  hoped  that  we  will  find  funds 
soon  to  renew  the  FHA  campaign  at  a 
more  active  level  as  the  crisis  grows. 

The  main  message  from  SEPAC's  expe- 
rience is  the  need  for  informed  independent 
tenant  organization  if  the  resources  of  pro- 
fessional advocate  groups  are  to  be  best 
utilized.  Tenant  organization,  supported 
by  groups  like  SEPAC,  and  professional 
assistance  from  other  resource  groups  are 
the  two  essential  and  complementary  ele- 
ments to  any  resolution  to  the  FHA  crisis 
which  protects  tenants'  interests. 

Two  Models 

Two  experiences  in  the  South  End  will 
illustrate  this  point.  In  two  FHA  develop- 
ments, tenants  have  over  the  past  two  years 
developed  model  solutions  to  the  FHA 
problem  which  bear  promise  for  maintain- 
ing low  rents  while  improving  conditions. 
Both  should  provide  some  guidance  to  na- 
tional policy-makers  trying  to  cope  with 
the  crisis.  The  key  to  both  solutions  has 
been  organized,  informed  tenant  involve- 
ment and  control  over  the  outcome,  with 
professional  assistance  from  outside 
groups. 

(Continuedtop.S) 


South  Enders  may  not  like  rainy  days,  but  the  Victory  Garden  does  —  here  s  one  day  when  the  rain 
the  watering 
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PUBLIC  HOUSING  TENANTS:  WAITING  FOR  1975  MONEY.  Tenants 

in  the  Cathedral,  Lenox,  and  Camden  public  housing  projects  are  still  waiting  for  $500,000  in  repair 
money  promised  by  the  City  administration  in  the  fall  of  1975.  The  money  was  set  aside  by  City  Hall 
after  lobbying  by  SEPAC  late  that  year.  Tenants  from  each  development  priorities  last  summer  on  how 
they  wanted  to  spend  this  money.  SEPAC  sent  these  recommendations  to  the  BHA  last  faU.  Since  then, 
nothing  has  happened,  and  many  tenants  are  wondering  where  the  money  went.  The  $500,000  is  only  a 
drop  in  the  bucket  compared  to  the  desperate  need  for  repairs.  In  fall,  1975,  SEPAC  estimated  it  would 
cost  $5  1/2  million  just  to  bring  Cathedral,  Lenox,  and  Camden  up  to  City  Housing  Code  standards. 
SEPAC  members  were  disappointed  by  the  lag  in  City  Hall's  response  to  the  community's  request  for 
repair  funds  in  1975  and  1976. 


Landsmark 

(ContinUedfromp.  4) 

One  case  is  that  of  Methunion.  The 
Committee  will  hear  from  Ray  Diggs  of  the 
Methunion  Tenams  Council  about  the  co- 
operative/community-based management 
solution  being  worlced  out  in  this  develop- 
ment, with  technical  assistance  from 
various  groups  and  continued  subsidies 
from  HUD. 

Another  model  is  the  Rutland-E.  Spring- 
field buildings  in  the  South  End.  After 
organized  tenants  stopped  HUD's  planned 
sale  of  these  four  rowhouses,  the  tenants, 
with  technical  assistance  from  Inquilinos 
Boricuas  en  Accion  and  others,  proposed 
the  purchase  and  ownership  of  these  build- 
ings by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
from  HUD,  at  a  write-down,  with  funds 
from  the  state  Department  of  Community 
Affairs  (DCA)  "705"  pubhc  housing  pro- 
gram. HUD  agreed  further  to  provide 
Section  8  operating  subsidies  to  help  keep 
rents  down  and  make  some  physical  im- 
provement in  the  units.  ETC  Management, 
an  experienced  community-based  manage- 
ment firm  under  the  auspices  of  IBA  in  the 
nearby  Villa  Victoria  area,  agreed  to  pro- 
vide management  services  through  a  con- 
tract with  the  BHA,  serving  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  tenants. 

There  have  been  many  pitfalls  in 
working  out  this  solution,  which  is  still  not 
final.  At  one  point,  for  example,  progress 
was  slowed  when  the  State  could  not  sell  its 
"705"  program  bonds.  The  biggest  diffi- 
culty has  been  simply  coordinating  the 
efforts  of  HUD,  the  state  DCA,  and  the 
BHA.  This  could  not  have  been  done 
without  both  tenant  vigilance  and  the  ex- 
pertise of  IBA  and  others  over  a  two  year 
period. 

Despite  these  problems,  SEPAC  believes 
that  this  model,  based  on  public  acquisi- 
tion and  ownership  by  local  housing  au- 
thorities of  HUD-foreclosed  properties. 


federal  subsidies  for  operating  costs,  and 
community-based  management,  might  be  a 
workable  solution  for  small  and  medium- 
scale  FHA  developments,  particularly  scat- 
tered-site rehab  projects.  Congress  could 
expedite  this  model  by  guaranteeing  bonds 
from  state  programs  like  Massachusetts' 
"705"  program  or  by  simply  encouraging 
HUD  to  turn  over  foreclosed  properties  to 
local  housing  authorities  at  no  cost,  with 
operating  subsidies  attached. 

Recommendations 
In  making  recommendations  to  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Banking,  Housing 
and  Urban  Affairs,  SEPAC  would  like  to 
suggest  both  immediate  and  long-term 
steps  to  resolve  the  FHA  crisis,  building  on 
the  experience  of  the  South  End  outlined 
briefly  above  and  in  the  appended  ma- 
terials: 

Immediate  Steps 

1)  HUD  should  immediately  set  up  and 
fund  a  Boston  Area  Task  Force  consisting 
of  HUD  staff,  tenant  representatives  and 
professional  housing  advocates,  similar  to 
the  one  established  by  HUD  in  the  San 
Francisco  area.  The  need  for  such  an  effort 
in  the  Boston  region  is  underscored  by 
HUD's  recent  "targeting"  of  Boston  as  its 
top  priority  City  for  HUD  dispositions, 
and  by  the  large  amount  of  financially- 
troubled  FHA  projects  here. 

The  Task  Force  should  be  formally  inde- 
pendent of  HUD,  with  funds  provided 
through  an  independent  funding  vehicle, 
perhaps  an  acknowledged  area-wide  citizen 
advocate  organization.  Provision  should 
be  made  to  ensure  that  the  Task  Force  is 
empowered  to  sub-contract  directly  to 
tenant  organizations,  non-profit  technical 
assistance  and  advocacy  groups,  and  to 
community  umbrella  agencies  in  affected 
neighborhoods  to  guarantee  that  both 
independent  professional  and  independent 
organizing  assistance  is  made  available  to 
tenants.  (One  local  model  for  this  idea 
might  be  the  So-  thwest  Corridor  Coalition 
in  the  transportai  ">n  arena.) 


2)  HUD  should  take  immediate  steps  to 
implement  the  suggestions  pertaining  to  the 
foreclosure  process  made  by  a  variety  of 
Boston  based  organizations  in  a  letter  to 
Secretary  Harris  on  February  18,  1977  and 
by  national  Legal  Service  attorneys  in  a 
letter  to  Sec.  Harris  on  March  23,  1977. 
Most  of  these  suggestions  could  be  imple- 
mented by  HUD  immediately,  without  new 
legislation,  and  would  greatly  increase  the 
protections  available  to  tenants. 

3)  HUD  should  immediately  rescind  its 
regulation  prohibiting  local  governments 
from  extending  additional  protections 
against  arbitrary  rent  increases  and  unjust 
evictions  to  FHA  tenants.  This  action  is 
especially  timely  because  of  the  proposed 
major  rent  increases  at  Castle  Square  in  the 
South  End,  and  elsewhere,  as  well  as  the 
decision  by  the  1st  Circuit  U.S.  Court  of 
Appeals  in  Kargman  vs.  Sullivan  on  March 
31,  1977.  In  response  to  a  request  from  the 
Castle  Square  Tenants  Council  in  the 
South  End,  SEPAC  on  April  13,  1977,  re- 
affirmed its  request  for  this  action  on  the 
part  of  HUD. 

4)  HUD  should  immediately  implement 
the  Section  236  operating  subsidy  author- 
ized by  Congress  in  the  1974  Housing  Act, 

5)  HUD  should  establish  local  and 
national  Task  Forces,  including  public 
interest  advocates  active  in  the  housing 
arena,  to  make  recommendations  regard- 
ing HUD  Reorganization  to  achieve  such 
goals  as  improved  affirmative  action  over- 
sight and  the  elimination  of  the  internal 
conflicts  regarding  FHA  regulatory  func- 
tions as  well  as  greater  management  effi- 
ciency. This  could  be  done  locally  as  part 
of  the  Task  Force  suggested  earlier. 

Local  advocates,  including  the  Massa- 
chusetts Law  Reform  Institute  and  a  City- 
wide  coalition  supported  by  SEPAC,  have 
already  prepared  back-up  materials  on 
these  policy  questions  and  have  requested 
meetings  with  Secretary  Harris  to  discuss 
them.  We  have  yet  to  receive  a  response  re- 
garding a  meeting  or  a  commitment  to  act 
on  these  recommendtions.  We  therefore  re- 
quest Congressional  assistance  in  arranging 
a  meeting  on  FHA  issues,  preferably  in 
Boston,  with  Secretary  Harris  and  her 
staff,  perhaps  along  the  lines  of  Secretary 
Adams'  successful  visit  regarding  transpor- 
tation matters.  Since  Boston  has  recently 
been  targeted  by  HUD  on  FHA  matters,  it 
is  both  appropriate  and  urgent  for  the  Sec- 
retary to  respond  to  our  request. 

Long-term  recommendations 

Although  the  immediate  steps  mentioned 
before  will  bring  some  relief  to  overburd- 
ened tenants  and  equip  them  with  the  tools 
to  work  on  long-term  solutions  to  the  FHA 
crisis,  action  is  required  now  to  begin  co- 
operative work  on  these  solutions. 

We  believe  that  the  best  way  to  do  this  is 
the  Task  Force  approach  outlined  above, 
with  meaningful  tenant  involvement.  We 
therefore  request  that  the  Senate  Banking 
and  Housing  Committee  designate  a  liaison 
staff  person  or  persons  to  work  with 
Boston  groups  on  an  on-going  basis,  both 
to  implement  the  immediate  steps  outlined 
above  and  to  begin  work  toward  more  per- 
manent long-term  legislative  and  policy 
changes. 

Some  long-term  policy  changes  whicn 
SEPAC  believes  should  be  considered  are: 

1)  Major  write-down  of  FHA  mortgages, 
with  conditions  on  resale  resistricting 
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Claremont  Street  will  loose  four  feet. 


Southwest  Corridor  $475  MilUon  for  Transportation 

by  Jaci  HaU,  Ken  Kruckemeyer,  and  Tom  VanBuren 


After  four  years  of  planning,  the  $475 
million  dollar  transportation  project  is 
underway.  According  to  the  Environ- 
mental Impact  Statement  (EIS)  which 
defines  the  budget  and  plans,  the  project 
will  move  in  three  phrases: 

1)  First,  a  new  tunnel  will  be  built 
from  the  Back  Bay  Railroad  Sta- 
tion over  to  an  unused  MBTA 
tunnel  near  the  Quincy  School, 
in  the  South  Cove  area. 

2)  Second,  the  Orange  Line  will 
be  moved  from  Washington  Street 
to  a  new  route  which  will  follow 
the  new  tunnel  to  Back  Bay  Sta- 
tion, which  will  be  rebuilt. 

3)  Third,  the  Orange  Line  will 
follow  the  present  Amtrak  Rail- 
road tracks  until  they  join  Colum- 
bus Ave.,  and  then  continue  out 
to  Forest  Hills.  A  new  Amtrak 
Commuter  Line  will  be  started. 
To  make  room  for  these  changes, 
the  present  four  tracks  on  this  line 
will  be  expanded  to  five  —  two 
for  the  subway  and  three  for  the 
railroad. 

The  new  MBTA  line  will  not  be  completely 
underground  but  will  be  recessed  from  the 
street  level  along  Columbus  Avenue.  To 
reduce  the  noise  level  of  the  passing  trains, 
six-to-eight  foot  high  sound  barriers  will  be 
constructed. 

Over  thirty  contractors,  consultants,  and 
firms  have  been  hired  to  implement  the 
Southwest  Cortidor  Project.  Presently,  the 
South  Cove  Tunnel  part  of  the  project  is 
the  subject  of  a  legal  dispute  instigated  by 
the  protest  of  two  non-minority  trade 
associations  who  oppose  the  30%  minority 
"set-aside"  (insuring  community  jobs  and 
public  funds  for  minority  workers)  written 
into  the  $18  million  project.  The  Construc- 
tion Industries  of  Massachusetts  and  the 
Associated  General  Contractors  allege  that 
a  minority  contract  "set-aside"  could  not 
be  implemented,  that  it  violated  anti-trust 
laws,  and  that  it  constituted  reverse  dis- 
crimination. However,  the  concept  of  a 
minority  contractor  "set-aside"  is  not  new 
with  the  Orange  Line^ontract.  A  minority 


contractor  set-aside  contract  was  nego- 
tiated for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  six 
stations  along  the  existing  Orange  Line 
"el"  in  1976.  In  that  contract,  50%  of  the 
total  number  of  subcontracts  had  to  be 
awarded  to  minority  owned  and  controlled 
firms,  amounting  to  a  dollar  value  of  34% 
of  the  total  contract  price. 

This  issue  is  presenting  in  litigation  in  the 
U.S.  Federal  Court.  Based  on  the  court 
findings  of  Judge  Freedman  in  establishing 
the  legality  of  minimum  minority 
participation  for  workers  on  other  state 
transportation  projects,  it  is  expected  that 
this  challenge  to  minority  participation  of 
contractors  will  not  succeed;  it  is  expected 
that  a  significant  national  precedent  will  be 
the  result  of  this  litigation.  In  spite  of  the 
act  that  a  resolution  has  not  been  found, 
the  South  Cove  Tunnel  Project  is  now  o{)en 
for  competitive  bidding,  and  start-up  is 
expected  in  August. 

The  Southwest  Corridor  Coalition 
(SWCC)  has,  in  the  past,  and  will,  in  the 
future  play  an  important  role  in  assuring 
community  participation  in  the  planning  of 
the  project.  The  SWCC  started  in  1972  as 
Operation  Stop,  a  community  organization 
formed  to  halt  the  planned  highway  exten- 
sion 1-95.  When  former  Governor  Sargeant 
ended  all  highway  construction  inside 
Route  128,  Operation  Stop  assumed  a  key 
role  in  developing  alternative  plans  for  a 
transportation  project.  Operation  Stop 
called  attention  to  the  problems  of  the 
Washington  Street  El  (Orange  Line),  and 
to  the  need  for  a  better  transportation 
system  between  the  Back  Bay  and  Forest 
Hills.  More  recently,  SWCC  has  been  in- 
volved in  developing  and  increasing  aware- 
ness among  the  residents  of  the  Southwest 
Corridor.  Primarily,  the  voice  of  concern 
speaks  to: 

1)  The  environmental  effect  of  the 
project  during  its  construction  and 
after  its  completion; 
2)  The  economic  effect  on  the  com- 
munities through  which  it  will 
pass; 

3)  The  possible  neighborhood  dis- 
ruption that  may  be  caused  by  the 


construction  of  the  project; 

4)  The  physical  barrier  that  the 

walls  will  create. 
The  chief  environmental  concern  has  been 
noise.  The  plan  for  noise  reduction  should 
prove  to  be  a  considerable  improvement  on 
the  roar  and  vibrations  of  trains  on  the 
present  Orange  Line.  The  most  sensitive 
area  for  noise,  along  the  present  railroad 
tracks  that  pass  between  the  South  End  and 
Back  Bay,  will  be  protected  by  a  thin, 
concrete  "cover"  which  will  enclose  the 
tracks.  The  present  66  foot  wide  railroad 
will  be  widened  by  four  feet  to  accommo- 
date the  cover.  These  four  feet  will  be 
taken  from  Claremont  Street. 

Another  important  environmental  con- 
cern involves  the  possible  damage  to  build- 
ings and  foundations.  Although  two 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  owned 
buildings  will  be  destroyed.  Bill  Bunker  (a 
consultant  engineer  for  the  project)  assures 
that  no  other  buildings  will  be  damaged. 
Reparations  will  be  made  for  any  acci- 
dental damage. 

A  special  fund  for  public  gardens,  park 
projects,  and  landscaping  will  be  used  to 
improve  the  barrier-like  appearance  of  the 
project. 

Jaci  Hall,  consuUant  for  the  SWCC  in 
charge  of  community  participation  and 
planning,  intends  to  initiate  neighborhood 
meetings  to  develop  plans  for  certain  proj- 
ects, including  bus  stops,  certain  subway 
stations,  and  landscaping  projects.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  the  SWCC  Newsletter,  Spring, 
1977,  reported  that  various  private  institu- 
tions contributed  $300,000  to  the  project  to 
"insure  citizen  awareness  and  involve- 
ment." Also,  the  state  legislature  approved 
a  $10  million  bonding  authorization  for  the 
Community  Development  Finance  Cor- 
poration, to  promote  development  in  the 
project  communities.  Says  Jaci  Hall,  "The 
people  are  emotionally  involved  now.  They 
are  justifiably  skeptical  as  to  how  the 
planners  will  meet  the  standards."  Further, 
"the  point  now  is  to  keep  the  station, 
neighborhood,  and  over-all  task  forces  and 
committees  from  becoming  polarized  and 
too  specialized." 
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Who's  Who  for  the  Southwest  Corridor? 


PRIMARY  CONTACTS 
Southwest  Corridor  Development  Coordi- 
nator/Massachusetts Bay  Transportation 
Authority 

Anthony  Pangaro  722-5834 
Kenneth  Kruckemeyer  722-5834 

Coordinating  Consultant 

William  J.  Custer,  Jr., 

Kaiser  Engineers  742-1795 

Herbert  G.  Spooner,  Fay,  Spof- 

ford  &  Thorndike,  Inc.  523-8300 

Jaci  Hall  (Community  Participa- 
tion and  Planning),  Wallace, 
Floyd,  EUenzweig, 

Moore,  Inc.  864-3500 

'Section  I  Designers 

Robert  T.  Loney,  Fay,  Spofford 
&  Thorndike,  Inc.  523-8300 


THOMAS  K.  DYER,  INC.,  1762  Massa- 
chusetts Avenue,  Lexington,  MA  02173. 
862-2075.  Mr.  Thomas  E.  Dyer. 
•  This  firm  has  responsibility  for  railroad 
design  coordination.   (It  is  currently 
working  on  the  design  of  the  Midland 
Reconstruction   and   the  construction 
staging  for  railroad  operations  for  the 
South  Cove  Tunnel  under  separate  con- 
tracts.) 

BOLT  BERANEK  AND  NEWMAN  INC., 

50  Moulton  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02138. 

491-1850.  Mr.  Larry  Wittig. 

•  Checking  the  project  design  for  adher- 
ence to  noise  and  vibration  guidelines 
established  in  the  Environmental  Impact 
Analysis  will  be  the  responsibility  of 
BBN. 


WALLACE,  FLOYD,  ELLENZWEIG, 
MOORE  INC.,  65  Winthrop  Street,  Cam- 
bridge, MA  02138.  864-3500.  Ms.  Jaci 
Hall. 

•  Responsibility  for  coordinating  commu- 
nication between  the  community  and  all 
members  of  the  Coordinating  and  Sec- 
tion Teams.  This  firm  will  set  up  indi- 
vidual discussions  and  group  meetings, 
publish  a  newsletter  and  document  com- 
munity planning  as  it  affeacts  and  is  af- 
fected by  the  project.  THIS  IS  THE 
FIRST  POINT  OF  CONTACT  FOR 
GENERAL  QUESTIONS  OF,  OR  TO 
GET  INFORMATION  TQ,  THE  CON- 
SULTANTS. 

ROY  MANN  ASSOCIATES.  INC  180 

Franklin  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

492-2050.  Mr.  Roy, Mann. 

•  The  guidelines  of' the  development  of  the 
landscaping  and  "open-spaced"  devel- 
opment of  the  project  including  bike 
paths,  play  facilities,  gardens,  etc.,  will 
be  established  by  this  firm  with  imple- 
mentation in  the  detailed  plans  by  the 
Landscape  Architects  in  each  section 
associated  with  the  Station  Architects.d 
Also  responsible  for  Section  1  landscape 
architecture  design  in  the  Back  Bay  Sta- 
tion area  and  the  parks  at  the  ends  of 
Cazenove  Street  and  St.  Charles  Street. 

MORIECE  &  GARY,  INC.,  25  Mount 

Auburn  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02138. 

868-2314.  Mr.  Ben  Gary. 

.  Responsible  for  Section  I  landscape 
architecture  design  along  the  decks  from 
Dartmouth  Street  to  Massachusetts  Ave- 
nue and  in  the  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Station  area. 


CHARLES  G.  HILGENHURST  &  ASSO- 
CIATES,*148  State  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02109.  723-8082.  Mr.  Richard  Lundgren. 
•  An  analysis  of  land  development  alteriia- 
tives  and  opportunities  in  keeping  with 
community  objectives  will  be  performed 
by  this  firm  with  market  feasibility  in 
later  phase  by  Ryan,  Elliott  Appraisal 
and  Consulting  Company,  Inc. 


JASON  M.  CORTELL  AND  ASSOCI- 
ATES INC.,  244  Second  Avenue,  Wal- 
tham,  MA  02154.  890-3737.  Mr.  Earle  D. 
Bessey  III. 

•  This  firm  will  perform  environmental 
engineering  relative  to  specific  design 
features  during  the  course  of  the  engi- 
neering work. 


Back  Bay  Station  will  be  re-built. 


KAISER  ■  ENGINEERS,     INC.,  One 
Beacon    Street,    Boston,    MA  02108. 
742-1795.  Mr.  WiUiam  J.  Custer,  Jr., 
Project  Manager 
 and— 

FAY,  SPOFFORD  &  THORNDIKE, 
INC.,  One  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02108.  523-8300.  Mr.  Herbert  G.  Spooner, 
Deputy  Project  Manager. 

•  Overall  project  management  and  coor- 
dination as  Coordinating  Consultant. 
Responsible  for  scheduling  of  design 
work  and  construction,  overseeing  the 
work  of  the  other  members  of  the  Co- 
ordinating Consultant  Team  listed  be- 
low; integrating  the  detailed  work  by  the 
Section  Designers  working  in  each  nei- 
ghborhood into  the  overall  project;  and 
transit  and  railroad  systems  for  the  entire 
project.  (Also  Section  Designers  for  Sec- 
tion I:  South  End/St.  Botolph/Back 
Bay.) 


HALEY  &  ALDRICH,  INC.,  238  Main 
Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02142.  492-6460. 
Mr.  Peter  LeCount. 

•  This  firm  will  coordinate  the  geotechni- 
cal  investigations  tjjroughout  the  corri- 
dor to  develop  a  complete  picture  of  soil 
conditions  and  subsurface  water  table 
elevations. 

(Continued  top.  8) 
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Landsmark 

(Continuedfromp.S) 

future  owners  (public  or  private)  from  rais- 
ing rental  schedules  for  or  reducing  the 
number  of,  low  and  moderate  income  FHA 
units  HUD's  current  policy  of  selling  off 
FHA  buildings  for  less  than  $500/unit  with 
no  such  restrictions,  as  HUD  attempted  to 
do  with  the  St.  Cyprian's  Street  Apart- 
ments in  the  South  End,  should  be  absolu- 
tely prohibited. 

2)  Emergency  legislation  is  needed 
amending  Section  212  of  Title  II  of  the 
1974  Housing  Act  to  extend  coverage  of 
FHA  operating  subsidies  to  Section  221 
(d)(3)  housing  and  to  allow  for  full  oper- 
ating subsidies  to  be  used  for  broader  pur- 
poses, in  addition  to  tax  and  utility  cost 
increases.  Subsidies  should  be  sufficient  to 
make  up  the  difference  between  25%  of  the 
tenants'  rents  and  operating  costs  for  the 
units.  Operating  subsidies  should  be  avail- 
able in  a  way  which  supplements  but  not 
replaces  HUD  action  to  assume  mortgage 
costs. 

Similar  objectives  could  be  achieved  by 
intelligent  application  of  an  expanded 
Section  8  housing  subsidy  program  to  exist- 
ing FHA  projects.  This  appears  to  have 
been  done  successfully  in  several  scattered- 
site  rowhouse  developments  in  the  South 
End  which  had  been  rehabilitated  through 
FHA.  This  works  well  where  competent, 
community-based  management  exists,  as 
with  TDC  and  ETC  in  the  South  End. 

3)  Funds  should  be  provided  by  HUD 
for  technical  assistance  to  tenants,  such  as 
Methunion,  and  to  community-based 
groups  to  provide  on-going  assistance  in 
establishing  cooperatives,  condominiums 
and  community-based  management  where 
tenants  want  them. 

4)  Congress  should  explore  providing 
guarantees  to  state  bonding  programs  such 
as  the  705  program  to  assist  states  like 
Massachusetts  in  funding  selected  acquisi- 
tion of  HUD-foreclosed  properties  by  local 
housing  authorities.  Alternatively,  Con- 
gress could  encourage  HUD  to  turn  over  at 
no  cost  foreclosed  FHA  properties  to  local 

Mel  King,  State  Rep.  to  the  Mass.  Legislature, 
speaks  out  at  winter  SEPAC  meeting,  opposing 
Mayor  White's  Charter  Reform  package. 
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housing  authorities  where  effective  com- 
munity-based management  is  possible, 
with  operating  subsidies  attached. 

In  closing,  SEPAC  strongly  affirms 
Congress'  recognition  of  the  right  of  every 
American  to  a  decent  home,  at  affordable 
costs.  Any  solution  to  the  FHA  crisis  which 
protects  this  right  will,  we  believe,  require  a 
major  commitment  of  federal  funds.  With- 
out this  commitment,  any  solution  involv- 
ing ownership  and  management  reforms 
alone  will  eventually  result  in  the  effective 
removal  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  low 
and  moderate  rent  apartments  from  the 
nation's  housing  stock,  no  matter  how 
desirable  these  other  reforms  might  be  in 
themselves. 

To  abide  by  its  Congressional  mandate 
to  provide  low-cost  housing,  HUD  would 
have  to  spend  more  in  new  construction  or 
rehabilitation  of  low  income  housing,  to 
replace  the  low  and  moderate  rent  units 
lost  due  to  an  unsatisfactory  response  to 
the  FHA  crisis,  than  it  would  cost  to  pre- 
serve the  same  number  of  low  and  mod- 
erate income  units  through  the  kinds  of 
subsidies  SEPAC  has  suggested.  We 
believe  that  a  thorough  cost-benefit  anal- 
ysis of  alternatives  to  the  FHA  crisis  would 
demonstrate  this  point.  We  urge  the  Senate 
Committee  to  make  sure  that  any  national 
study  of  the  FHA  problem  by  Congress, 
the  GAO,  OMB,  or  HUD  includes  this 
dimension. 

The  attached  materials  provide  more  in- 
formation regarding  the  impact  of  the 
FHA  crisis  on  the  South  End  and  SEPAC's 
role  in  it.  We  believe  that  the  South  End's 
experiences  over  the  past  two  years  can  be 
instructive  to  the  Congress  as  we  work 
toward  common  solutions  to  the  FHA 
crisis. 

Thank  you  for  your  invitation  to  appear 
before  this  committee.  We  will  be  glad  to 
answer  any  questions  you  may  have,  and 
look  forward  to  working  with  the  Commit- 
I    tee  on  these  problems. 

1  Prepared  by: 

°  Michael  Kane,  Administrator 


Who's  Who? 
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STULL  ASSOCIATES,  INC.,  431  Marl- 
borough Street,  Boston,  MA  02115. 
267-9585.  Mr.  M.  David  Lee. 

•  Responsible  for  urban  design  and  archi- 
tectural coordination.  This  firm  will 
establish  guidelines  for  the  design  of  the 
stations  and  the  features  of  the  projectd 
which  most  affect  how  people  use  them; 
such  as  sidewalks,  lighting,  and  bus- 
transit  transfer.  These  guidelines  will  be 
interpreted  and  worked  out  for  each  spe- 
cific station  by  the  Section  Designers 
(Engineers  and  Station  Architects). 

KALLMANN,  McKINNELL  &  WOOD/ 
BOND  RYDER  &  ASSOCIATES,  127 
Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
482-5745.  Mr.  Henry  Wood. 

•  Design  architects  responsible  for  the 
Back  Bay  transit/railroad  station  includ- 
ing site  development,  temporary  station, 
building  design,  interior  design,  and  re- 
lated station  features.  Mechanical,  elec- 
trical and  structural  work  will  be  sub- 
contracted to  other  design  firms. 

CULLINAN  ENGINEERING  COM- 
PANY, INC./A&B  CONSULTING,  200 
Auburn  Street,  Auburn,  MA  01501. 
832-5811.  Mr.  J.  Harry  Parker. 

•  Survey  and  mapping.  People  doing  sur- 
veying in  the  project  area  will  be  working 
for  this  firm.  They  will  also  produce  the 
maps  required  for  the  construction  draw- 
ings. 

Mr.  Harry  Ellenzweig 

•  WFEM  will  also  be  responsible  for  the 
architectural  design  of  the  Massachusetts 
Avenue  Station  including  site  develop- 
ment, building  design,  interior  design, 
and  related  station  features.  Mechanical, 
electrical  and  structural  work  will  be 
undertaken  by  KE/FST. 


1975-1977  SEP  AC 
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5)  Homeowner  Assistance.  SEP  AC  also 
has  developed  a  proposal  for  a  Housing 
Services  program  to  provide  free  technical 
assistance  for  homeowners  of  modest 
means  so  they  can  take  maximum  ad- 
vantage of  public  and  private  programs  to 
repair  their  homes.  SEP  AC  also  lobbied 
for  more  "3/2"  low  interest  loan  money 
for  the  South  End. 

6)  Anti-Redlining  and  Fair  Share  Tax 
Campaigns.  SEPAC  joined  the  Boston 
Fair  Share  Property  Tax  Campaign  in  its 
fight  against  major  tax  deUnquents  and 
lower  abatements  for  homeowners  who 
quaUfy.  In  1975,  SEPAC  was  also  active 
with  the  Boston  Anti-Redlining  Coalition 
in  its  successful  fight  to  win  public  dis- 
closure of  bank  loan  information. 

7)  CDBG  Money.  In  1975-1976,  SEPAC 
successfully  conducted  extensive  public 
hearings  and  developed  proposals  for  the 
use  of  revenue  sharing  (CDBG)  funds  in 
the  South  End.  An  intensive  lobbying 
effort  by  SEPAC  members  and  other 
South  End  residents  resulted  in  a  major 
increase  in  federal  funds  to  the  South  End 
in  1976-1977,  including  money  for  pubUc 
housing  and  extra  312  loans. 

8)  Parks  and  Open  Space.  Last  summer, 
SEPAC  negotiated  for  and  won  twice  as 
many  maintenance  workers  for  South  End 
parks  than  the  City  had  planned,  hired 
from  the  South  End.  SEPAC  also  worked 
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to  community  wishes,  Peters,  Sparrow, 
and  Derby  Parks,  and  to  get  repairs  on 
others.  SEPAC  also  secured  substantial 
funding  for  and  administered  last  year's 
South  End  Gardens,  Open  Space,  and 
FENSE  projects.  These  projects  employed 
a  large  number  (over  30  adults  and  60 
neighborhood  youths)  of  South  End  resi- 
dents in  improving  vacant  lots  and  starting 
up  gardens  in  various  South  End  neighbor- 
hoods. 

9)  Transportation.  SEPAC  has  partici- 
pated actively  in  ongoing  City  and  State 
planning  for  South  End  transportation 
options  for  the  new  Orange  Line  and  the 
Washington  Street  replacement  service. 
SEPAC  has  worked  with  the  South  End 
Committee  on  Transportation  (SECOT)  in 
helping  various  local  neighborhoods  to 
reach  a  consensus  on  traffic  flow  in  their 
areas. 

10)  Bars  and  Pine  Street  Inn.  SEPAC, 
through  its  Bars  Task  Force,  worked  with 
neighborhood  residents  and  City  officials 
to  eliminate  undesirable  bars  in  the  area. 
With  the  Pine  Street  Inn  Task  Force, 
SEPAC  helped  the  community  reach  a 
majority  consensus  over  plans  and  restric- 
tions for  the  proposed  Pine  Street  Inn 
facility. 

1 1)  BRA  Board  Appointment.  SEPAC 
lobbied  successfully  for  the  appointment  of 
James  Cofield,  the  first  South  End  resident 
and  first  Black  to  be  appointed  to  the  five 
member  BRA  Board  of  Directors. 

Xl)  Monitoring  the  BRA.  SEPAC  has 


Michael  W.  Kane.  Afler  three  years  of  dedicated 
worl(  as  SEPAC  Administrator,  Milie  Kane  sub- 
mitted his  resignation  to  the  board  at  the  May 
SEPAC  meeting,  effective  June  30.  He  continues  to 
be  active  in  neighborhood  and  city-wide  activities. 


affirmative  action  provisions  and  locally- 
approved  design,  set  priorities  for  new 
public  works  projects,  questioned  costs, 
had  vacant  buildings  boarded  up  and  lots 
cleaned  up,  stopped  unnecessary  demoli- 
tion on  Dartmouth  Street  near  Tent  City, 
saved  Paul's  Exports  and  protected  the 
Southern  Diner,  and  monitored  a  wide 
range  of  other  BRA  activities.  SEPAC  also 
got  the  BRA  to  give  homeowners  the 
option  of  having  new  water  lateral  lines 
hooked  up  to  their  property  at  reduced 
costs  when  new  water  mains  were  laid  in 
the  Eight  Streets,  Lower  Roxbury, 
Cosmopolitan  and  Claremont  neighbor- 
hoods. 

13)  Education  issues  and  neighborhood 

services.  SEPAC  was  also  active  in  the 
fight  to  save  the  Blackstone  and  Quincy 
Community  School  budgets  and  helped 
several  neighborhood  service  agencies  get 
funding  for  their  programs  from  CDBG 
money  last  year.  SEPAC  also  supported 
parents  at  the  Blackstone  School  in  their 
efforts  to  change  the  school's  top  adminis- 
tration which  continues  to  be  a  serious 
problem  for  children  and  families  using  the 
Blackstone  School. 

14)  Rent  Control.  SEPAC  was  also 
active  in  joining  City-wide  groups  lobbying 
to  save  Boston  rent  control. 

15)  Charter  Reform.  SEPAC  was  visible 
in  its  opporsition  to  Mayor  White's  plans 
for  changing  the  boston  City  Charter. 
SEPAC  testified  on  behalf  of  district  repre- 
sentation for  City  elections  in  hearings 
sponsored  by  the  Boston  Finance  Commis- 
sion and  supports  efforts  for  responsible 
changes  in  City  government. 

16)  Community  Newsletter.  The  SEPAC 
Newsletter,  distributed  free  to  all  residents 
of  the  South  End  until  funds  were  cut  off 
last  fall,  has  been  changed  into  a  widely- 
read  community  newspaper  informing  the 
South  End  on  a  wide  range  of  issues  in 
English,  Spanish,  and  Chinese. 
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Preocupaciones  del  South  End 

por  Theodor  Landsmark 

El  South  End  recibe  atenci6n  de  la  ciudad  cntera. 
como  la  primera  comunidad  que  con  ixito  es  racial 
y  economicamente  mezclada.  El  principal  objetivo 
de  SEPAC  es  aumentar  la  participacibn  de  todas  las 
personas  del  South  End  para  obtener  mayor  control 
de  nuestra  comunidad. 

Viviendas 

Continuamos  nuestra  promesa  de  apresurar  la 
rehabilitacibn  de  viviendas  piiblicas,  ayudando 
grupos  de  inquilinos  a  poner  prioridades  para  las 
rehabilitaciones,  y  poniendole  presibn  a  las  autori- 
dades  de  viviendas  publicas  y  a  la  ciudad  de  Boston 
para  que  hagan  una  reparo  total  de  apartamientos. 
Particularmente  en  los  projectas  de  la  Catedral  y 
Lenox/Camden.  .  . 

Fondos  federales  (Seccion  8  (section  8)  para  vivi- 
endas son  los  unices  fondos  ahora  generalmente 
desponibles  para  la  construccibn  de  viviendas  para 
personas  de  ingresos  bajos  y  moderados.  Mientras 
el  South  End  necesite  dar  viviendas  a  residentes  del 
South  End  con  ingresos  bajos  y  moderados, 
SEPAC  tiene  que  presionar  a  las  autoridades  para 
que  asignen  fondos  para  subsidies  substanciales  en 
el  South  End.  Tenemos  que  contar  con  que  las 
qutoridades  federales  contribuyan  a  nuestro  gran 
6xito  en  la  integracion  econ6mica,  social,  y  racial, 
proveyendo  fondos  que  permitan  que  personas  de 
ingresos  bajos  y  moderados  sigan  aqui,  segun  finan- 
cieros  de  Sectores  privados  animan  a  personas  de 
altos  ingresos  a  mudarse  a  nuestras  viviendas  y 
rehabilitarlas. 

El  programa  de  la  ciudad  para  el  mejoramiento 
de  viviendas  de  individuos  privados  ha  sido  inade- 
cuado  para  asistir  a  dueilos  de  casas  en  el  South 
End,  quizis  solo  porque  la  oficina  que  nos  sirve  a 
nosotros  esta  localizada  en  Charlestown,  que  ade- 
mSs  de  estar  lejos,  tiene  problemas  raciales.  Tam- 
poco  se  le  ha  dejado  saber  a  sufficientes  a  personas 
del  South  End  que  had  sido  residentes  por  mucho 
tiempo  que  hay  pr^stamos  disponibles  llamados 
secci6n  312  (312  loans).  SEPAC  se  ha  esforzado  en 
ayudar  a  dueilos  de  casas  locales,  proponiendo  una 
corporacibn  de  aisitencia  en  viviendas  en  el  South 
End,  que  proveeria  asistencia  ticnica  en  muchos 
aspectos  de  vidiendas,  particularmente  si  colabo- 
rara  con  la  nueva  Agenda  Financiera  de  Massachu- 
setts para  Hipotecas  de  Casas,  (Mass.  Home  Mort- 
gage Finance  Agency)  podria  ayudar  mucho  a  los 
dueitnos  de  casas  en  mejorar  sus  propiedades  y  que 
los  impuestos  de  propiedad  est&n  subiendo. 

Seguimos  trabajando  en  la  propuesta  del  Tent 
City  Task  Force.  Los  planes  basados  en  el  estudio 
que  hizo  SEPAC  hace  dos  ailos  para  el  desarrollo 
de  la  area  "Tent  City"  y  han  sido  detenidos  por 
demasiado  tiempo  y  est&  claro  que  este  aflo  debe  ser 
el  principio  del  desarrollo  de  esta  Srea. 

Transporlacion 

Este  invierno  empezarii,  la  primera  etapa  de  con- 
strucci6n  de  una  nueva  linea  de  Iren  llamada 
Orange  Line,  el  tren  pasar4  pos  el  South  End  en 
rieles  que  compartirS  con  Amtrak,  en  cuanlo  ter- 
minen  el  tunel  bajo  South  Cove,  que  conectar&  la 
estacibn  de  Iren  de  Back  Bay  con  la  de  downtown. 
SEPAC  continuari  presionado  para  que  mis 


personas  de  la  comunidad  se  envuelvan  en  la  plam- 
ficaci6n  de  las  facilidades  de  tr4nsito  en  las  nuevas 
estaciones  de  Back  Bay,  y  la  Avenida  Mass.  Ave.  y 
para  mis  envolvimiento  de  la  Comumdad  en  la  con- 
strucci6n  de  estas. 

LOS  planes  para  reconstruir  las  Calks  Columbus 
y  Tremont  had  sido  terminados,  y  SEPAC  contin- 
uarS  presionando  para  que  usen  imcdiatamente  ^s 
fondos  disponibles  para  terminar  estas  calks.  Ha 
sido  poco  el  envolvimiento  que  la  comunidad  ha 
tenido  en  los  planes  del  Departamiento  de  trabajos 
piiblicos  (department  of  Public  works)  para  cerrar  y 
recontruir  las  salidas  de  la  avenida  Massachusetts 
hacia  la  carretera  (espressway)  e  igual  que  otras 
vicindades  afectadas  por  tales  interrupciones  haid 
sido  llamadas  para  participar  en  la  planificaci6n  de 
otras  calles  alternativas,  debe  SEPAC  asi  miso  asis- 
tir para  resolver  los  problemas  de  construccibn  que 
vendrSn. 

Desarollo  Economico 

Bajo  el  programa  federal  de  fondos  llamado  Sec- 
ci6n  3,  (section  3)  los  negocios  locales  recibirAn  pri- 
oridad  en  cuanto  a  las  construcciones  y  actividades 
que  reciben  fondos  federales,  que  se  llevarSn  a  cabo 
en  las  cumunidades.  Asi  que  las  estaciones  de  gas, 
restaurantes,  ferreterias  y  otras  tiendas  estan 
supuestas  a  ser  especificaraente  mencionadas  en 
ciertas  propuestas  para  construccibn  con  fondos 
federales.  El  programa  quye  est4  en  su  primera  ailo 
empez6  un  poco  vacilante,  pero  con  un  comienzo 
prometedor  en  el  South  End.  SEPAC  ha  sido 
designado  como  en  Banco  de  Liquidacion  local 
(Clearinghouse)  para  los  Negocios  interesados  en 
ser  incluidos.  La  prioridad  este  ailo  ser4  para  la 
expansi6n  de  Negocios  locales. 

Varios  grupos  de  la  Comunidad  han  presionado 
para  que  en  las  clausuras  de  trabajos  en  el  South 
End  el  50%  sean  para  trabajadores  minoritarios,  y 
es  probable  que  SEPAC  continile  apoyando  esta 
posicidn  en  vista  de  la  composicibn  de  nuestra 
comunidad.  Cl4usulas  similares  para  negocios 
minoritarios  han  demonstrado  que  el  dinero  se 
puede  quedar  dentro  de  la  comunidad.  SEPAC 
tiene  que  seguir  presionando  para  que  esta  clase  de 
obligaciones  continue  en  los  contratos. 

Es  por  fin  hora  de  que  los  planificadores  del 
South  End  envaluen  seriamente  los  recursos  econ6- 
micos  de  nuestras  comunidades  (buena  transporta- 
ci6n,  espacio  para  industria  liviana  que  est&  mal 
utilizado,  estacionamentos,  ets.)  con  la  idea  de  tra- 
bajar  con  las  agendas  ahora  existentes,  projectando 
hacia  el  desarollo  econbmico,  creando  planes  que 
aumenten  los  empleos  en  el  South  End  aumentando 
los  trabajos  disponibles.  SEPAC  puede  asistir  en 
evaluar  las  fuerzas  especificas  en  nuestra 
comunidad,  y  reunir  a  los  planificadores  y  promo- 
tores  econ6micos  en  esta  Area. 

El  programa  de  desarrollo  urbano  estk  substan- 
cialmente  muerto  (hasta  que  en  Washington  hagan 
algunos  cambios  y  decidan  otra  cosa)  reemplazado 
por  el  programa  de  desarrollo  de  la  comunidad  que 
ahora  dA  fondos  a  SEPAC. 

Servkios  Sociales  y  Escuelas 
Varias  agendas  de  servicios  sociales  (U.S.E.S., 
SNAP)  se  han  encontrado  con  problemas  muy 
serios  este  ailo.  SEPAC,  que  recibe  fondos  para  el 
desarollo  economico  de  la  comunidad,  y  que  no 
existira  si  no  fuera  por  las  agendas  que  se  dedican 
especiificamente  a  dar  servidios  sociales  que  la 
pequerlna  Alcaldia,  SEPAC  y  otras  organizaciones 
similares  no  pueden  dar,  tiene  que  ayudar  a  estas 
agendas  dejdndole  saber  a  la  comunidad  de  los 
problemas,  y  apoyando  el  esfuerzo  de  las  agendas 
para  obtener  apoyo  financiero  do  la  comunidad  y 
tambien  para  sus  programas. 

Similarmente  empleados  de  las  escuelas  y  los 
problemas  program&ticos  ser&n  escrutinados  por 
SEPAC,  segun  Boston  se  mueve  hacia  una  forma  de 
control  en  las  escuelas  de  nuestra  Comunidad. 
Conclusion 

Al  cumplir  con  sus  obligaciones  bajo  el  viejo  plan 
de  renovacidn  urbana  y  al  articular  las  preocupa- 
ciones que  la  Comunidad  tenia  acerca  del  proceso 
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comunidad.  pero  SEPAC  tambiin  fu4  visto  como 
de  renovacibn  urbana,  SEPAC  logr6  obtener  el 
apoyo  de  grupos  y  individuos  dentro  y  fuera  de  la 
divisivo  y  obstrucdonista  donde  al  parecer  los  inte- 
reses  de  la  comunidad  estaban  an  confiicto  con  los 
objectivos  de  los  planificadores  piblicos  y  los  desa- 
rolladores  pflblicos  y  los  promotores  privados. 

Este  cambio  en  fondos,  prioridades  federales,  y 
organizacidn  financiera  en  todas  partes  de  la  ciudad 
marcan  un  cambio  importante  para  SEPAC,  parti- 
cularmente en  nuestras  reladones  con  la  alcaldia  y 
grupos  de  la  comunidad.  SEPAC  sigue  siendo  el 
unico  cuerpo  elegido  en  el  South  End  atravts  del 
proceso  ekctoral  de  la  siudad  para  representar 
todas  los  vecindarios  del  South  End.  La  variedad  de 
personas  en  el  South  End  hace  esta  representaci6n 
esencial  para  la  evaluadbn  del  interts  de  la  Comuni- 
dad en  como  se  comparten  los  fondos  con  otras 
Vedndades  y  dentro  del  South  End.  SEPAC  como 
4rbitro  e  intercesor  principal  para  las  posiciones  en 
la  comunidad,  tiene  una  responsibilidad  aun  mas 
grande  que  antes.  SEPAC  tiene  que  dar  cuentas  a 
las  Vedndades  porque  el  fundamento  de  SEPAC  es 
la  Comunidad  entera,  y  no  un  grupo  politico,  eco- 
nomico, o  racial. 


Face  of  the  South  End 
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Jorge  Hernandez,  el  nuevo  director  de  Inquilos  Boricuas  en  Accion  (IBA)  en  el  Open  House  y 
Dedicacibn,  julio  14, 1977. 
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Que  Es  Sepac? 

South  End  Project  Area  Committee 
(SEPAC)  es  el  defensor  officialimente- 
elegido  sobre  viviendas,  renovaci6n 
urbanal,  el  desarroUo  de  la  comunidad,  y 
otros  asuntos  en  el  South  End.  SEPAC  es 
el  grupo  local  per  cual  personas  en  el  S.  E. 
pueden  expresir  sus  opinibnes  a  la  Alcaldia 
Mayor,  el  BRA  y  otros  oficiales  que  tienen 
el  dinero  y  la  influencia  para  asistir  la 
comunidad. 

Quien  Puede  Correr? 

Todos  los  residentes  del  South  End  y 
Bajo  Roxbury  (Lower  Roxbury)  que 
tengan  por  lo  menos  17  ailos  de  edad  desde 
el  primero  de  enero  1977,  son  elegibles  para 
correr  y  votar  en  la  elecci6n  de  SEPAC, 
provedio  que  sus  nombres  aparescan  en  la 
Maestra  Residencial  del  1976  y  las  listas  de 
votantes.  Todos  los  residentes  del  area  de 
primero  de  enero,  1977,  pueden  probar  su 


elegibilidad  y  votar  por  enseflar  resonable 
prueba  en  el  dia  de  eleccibn. 

Quien  Dlrege  Las  Elecci6nes? 

Las  elecciones  de  SEPAC  son  conduci- 
das  por  el  Departamento  de  Elecciones  de 
la  ciudad  de  Boston.  Los  sitios  de  votacion 
serSn  publicados  en  el  numero  sobre  la 
Eleccion  en  el  noticiario  SEPAC. 
Miembros  de  SEPAC 

Miembros  de  SEPAC  son  elegidos  cada 
dos  anos  de  15  distritos  vecindarios  (dos 
representantes  de  cada  uno).  Tambien  hay 
9  miembros  elegidos  en  general  (at  large)  de 
toda  el  area  del  South  End. 

Representantes  de  Distritos 

Papeles  para  candidatos  de  distritas 
tienen  que  ser  firmados  por  25  personas 
elegibles  para  votar  en  el  distrito 
implicado. 

Cade  votante  elegible  para  las  elecci6nes 
de  SEPAC  sera  permitido  firmar  papeles 


mudaron  dentso  del  area  despues  del 
SEPAC  que  no  esten  en  esta  lista  6  que  se 
de  nominacibn  por  2  candidatos  de 
distritos. 

Para  ser  elegible  para  la  eleccion  como 
un  miembro  de  un  distrito  particular,  los 
candidatos  tienen  que  ser  elegibles  ellos 
mismos  a  votar  en  ese  distrito. 

Representantes  en  General 

Papeles  para  candidatos  en  general 
tienen  que  ser  firmados  por  50  personas 
elegibles  para  votar  en  el  S.  E. 


Calendario  para  las  Ellecidnes  de  SEPAC 


Martes,  junio  28-Sabado,  julio  22  — 
Papeles  de  nominaci6n  destribuidos  desde 
la  pequeila  Alcaldia  del  S.  E.  en  la  1 1 1  de  la 
calle  West  Newton,  de  9  a.m.  a  5  p.m. 

Candidatos  previsores  pueden  traer  un 
retrato  6  pueden  ser  retratodos  en  la 
pequeiia  Alcaldia  cuando  los  papeles  de 
nominacidn  son  sacados  6  entregados. 
Candidatos  deben  de  traer  una  breve 
descripci6n  de  sus  posici6nes  en  la  veinidad 
y  asuntos  del  S.  E. 

Vieres,  julio  29  —  5:00  p.m.  fin  del  plazo 
para  llenar  papeles  de  nominaci6n  en  la 


Pequefla  Alcaldia  del  S.  E.  6  el  departa- 
mento de  Elecci6n  de  la  ciudad,  cuart  241, 
Alcaldia  Mayor. 

Miercoles,  agosto  3  —  5:00  p.m.  Certifi- 
caci6n  de  papeles  de  nominacibn  com- 
pletado. 

Principio  de  Agosto  —  Numero  especial 
del  noticiario  SEPAC  publicado  con 
retratos  y  plataformas  de  candidates, 
localizacidnes  de  votaci6n,  mapas  de 
distritos,  etc. 

Martes,  agosto  16  —  Elecci6nes  de 
SEPAC. 
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SEPAC  Elections  August  16 

The  polls  will  be  open  from  12  to  8  p.m.  You  can  vote  for  9  At-Large  Candidates  and 
2  District  Candidates.  If  you  have  any  questions  about  where  to  vote  or  eligibility  to  vote, 
please  call  the  Little  City  Hall  (267-4010).  Any  resident  over  17  years  of  age  can  vote  with 
proper  I.D.  You  do  not  have  to  be  a  registered  voter  to  vote  in  the  SEPAC  election. 

The  Issues  .  .  . 


Homeowners  Demand  Fair  Share  on  Taxes    New  Low  Cost  Housing 


Public  Housing  Repairs     FHA  Tenants:  "We  shall  not  be  moved.' 


Community  Jobs  for  Community  People 
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What  is  SEPAC? 


SEPAC  (the  South  End  Project  Area 
Committee)  is  the  community-elected 
planning  and  action  organization  for  the 
South  End  and  Lower  Roxbury.  It  rep- 
resents the  people  of  the  South  End  in 
dealing  with  Urban  Renewal,  govern- 
ment agencies,  housing,  community 
development,  and  other  issues  which 
affect  our  neighborhood. 

SEPAC  consists  of  39  members,  elec- 
ted every  two  years  in  elections 
conducted  by  the  City  of  Boston 
Election  Department.  Of  these  39 
people,  9  are  elected  "at-large"  from  the 
whole  South  End-Lower  Roxbury  area, 
and  30  are  elected  (2  from  each)  from  15 
neighborhood  districts. 

Although  SEPAC  is  a  community  ad- 
vocate organization  and  is  not  itself  a 
formal  government  agency,  it  is  recog- 
nized by  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  (BRA),  the  federal 
government,  and  the  City  of  Boston  as 
the  official  voice  of  the  South  End  and 
Lower  Roxbury.  SEPAC  has  a  recog- 
nized role  in  reviewing  Urban  Renewal, 
including  control  over  staff  and  budget, 
and  yeto  power  over  demolition  and 
naming  of  developers  for  BRA-owned 
land  and  buildings. 

After  two  years  of  community  efforts 
around  Urban  Renewal  concerns, 
SEPAC  was  established  with  a  charter 
from  the  City  of  Boston  in  1969,  which 
sets  forth  these  above  listed  "powers"  in 
the  Urban  Renewal  process. 

SEPAC  is  different  from  "social 
service"  agencies  like  United  South  End 
Settlements  (USES)  or  South  End  Neigh- 
borhood Action  Project  (SNAP)  in  that 
the  SEPAC  Board  functions  as  a  policy- 
making group,  addressing  policy  issues 
of  community  and  property  develop- 
ment in  the  neighborhood  rather  than 
the  direct  one-to-one  delivery  of  services. 
The  SEPAC  Board  works  to  increase  the 
accountability  of  government  agencies  to 
the  neighborhood.  As  a  central  South 
End  public-discussion  forum,  SEPAC 
members  seek  out  and  try  to  represent  all 
parts  of  the  neighborhood  before 
making  its  decisions.  As  a  unique  experi- 
ment in  self-government,  SEPAC  has 


worked  long  and  difficult  hours  to 
represent,  debate,  recommend,  and 
resolve  the  many  diverse  perspectives 
and  needs  in  the  community. 

Where  Does  SEPAC  Get  Its  Money? 

SEPAC  is  funded  by  Community 
Development  Revenue  Sharing  Funds 
channeled  through  the  federal  govern- 
ment to  the  City  of  Boston.  Under 
contract  with  the  City  of  Boston, 
SEP  AC'S  budget  expired  last  August  31, 
1976.  At  the  end  of  August,  1976, 
SEPAC  had  $18,000  of  its  funds  remain- 
ing from  its  $87,500  August  1975-August 
1976  budget.  The  Board  agreed  to  a 
short-term  extension  of  its  contract  to 
spend  those  funds  through  November  1, 

1976,  while  the  Board  carried  out  new 
budget  negotiations  with  Andy  Olins, 
the  Mayor's  Housing  Assistant,  and 
other  city  officials. 

SEP  AG's  Funds  Run  Out 

By  November  1,  SEPAC's  funds  ran 
out  without  a  new  budget  agreement 
with  the  City  of  Boston.  SEPAC  staff 
were  laid  off,  though  staff  members 
continued  to  work  as  volunteers  for  the 
organization.  At  that  time,  the  SEPAC 
Newsletter  ceased  pubUcation  because  of 
lack  of  funds.  Then,  in  early  January, 

1977,  Andy  Olins  and  the  SEPAC  Exec- 
utive Committee  agreed  to  a  refunded 
budget  of  $53,000  for  SEPAC's 
programs  (a  40%  cut  from  the  previous 
year).  The  City  also  agreed  to  an 
additional  $12,S(X)  matching  grant  on  a 
$1  for  every  $2  for  funds  raised  by 
SEPAC  from  non-City  sources.  Not 
until  June  21,  1977  was  the  SEPAC 
budget  approved  and  signed  by  Mayor 
White,  providing  $27,000  to  cover  back 
expenses  from  the  first  half  of  this  year, 
and  to  publish  the  SEPAC  Newsletter 
again.  Although  this  new  budget  techni- 
cally expired  at  the  end  of  June,  the 
Mayor  and  his  assistants  assure  the 
SEPAC  Executive  Committee  that  the 
contract  for  the  remaining  $26,000  will 
be  signed  in  the  near  future,  probably 
after  the  new  SEPAC  board  is  elected  in 
August. 


SEPAC  Newsletter 

Editor 

Ehzabeth  P.  Rice 

Editorial  Review 

SEPAC  Executive  Committee 

Writers 

Philip  Bradley 
Elizabeth  P.  Rice 

Photographers 

Andy  Brilliant 
Harry  Anthony 
Carol  Palmer 
Tomas  Rivera 
Carol  Wortmsin 

Lay-Out 

Joe  Nucci 
Carol  Palmer 
Elizabeth  P.  Rice 

Typesetters 

Xanadu  Graphics,  Inc. 
Artists 

Nick  Thorkelson 
Carol  Palmer 

Translation 

Maria  Ayala 
Luis  Palmarin 
Gladys  Soltren 
Lily  Chin 

Advertising 

Joe  Nucci 
Elizabeth  P.  Rice 

Distribution 

14,000  (house  to  house) 


The  SEPAC  Newsletter  is  published  every 
month,  when  funds  are  available,  under 
the  terms  of  the  contract  between  SEPAC 
and  the  City  of  Boston.  The  July  and 
August  Election  Editions  of  the  SEPAC 
Newsletter  are  published  to  give  public 
notice  of  and  encourage  involvement  in  the 
AUGUST  16  SEPAC  ELECTION.  The 
SEPAC  Newsletter  is  supported  by  con- 
tributions, advertisers,  the  City  of  Boston, 
consultant  and  volunteer  labop. 
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SEP  AC  Elections 
Be  Sure  To  Vote! 

WHEN? 

Tuesday,  August  16,  1977 
12:00  Noon  to  8:00  P.M. 
(Anyone  in  line  at  8:00  P.M. 
will  be  allowed  to  vote.) 

WHERE? 


New  Hope  Baptist  Church  Elderly  Housing 

740  Tremont  St.:  Districts  1,  2, 10  155  Northampton  St.:  Districts  9,  12,  15 


The  Rice  (Bancroft)  School 

130  Appleton  St.:  Districts  3,  4,  6 


No  photo  available 
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SEP  AC  Election  Report 


by  Martin  Gopen  and  Richard  Hall 

As  of  June  27,  2977,  an  agreement  has 
been  reached  between  the  SEP  AC  Election 
Committee,  the  City  of  Boston's  Election 
and  Law  Departments  regarding  the  forth- 
coming election  to  be  held  on  August  16, 
1977. 

The  following  are  the  results  of 
meetings,  negotiations,  and  compromises 
—  a  process  that  started  in  February,  1977, 
by  memo,  with  working  negotiations  begun 
in  earnest  during  May  and  June,  1977. 
Hindering  the  process  has  been  the  deficit 
budget  of  the  Election  Department,  the 
fate  of  the  SEPAC— 1977-78  contract,  and 
the  near  demise  of  the  South  End  Little 
City  Hall. 

When 

The  election  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
August  16,  1977,  and  the  polling  hours  are 
(please  note  this  major  change)  from  12:00 
Noon  to  8:00  P.M.  Anyone  in  line  at  8:00 
P.M.  will  be  allowed  to  vote.  A  resident  is 
one  over  17  years  of  age  who  is  residing  in 
the  area  on  Election  Day.  Proof  of  resi- 
dency and  age  identification  will  include 
one  of  the  following: 

1.  Mass.  Driver's  License  (current) 

2.  Printed  utility  bill  (gas,  electric, 
telephone  —  current) 

3.  Welfare  card 

4.  Food-stamp  card 

5.  Credit  card 

6.  Boston  Public  Library  card 

7.  Area  hospital  card 

8.  Medicare  card 

9.  School  card 

10.  Senior  Citizen  MBTA  pass 

1 1 .  Rent  receipt  or  lease  (current) 

12.  U.S.  Immigration  (green)  Alien 
Registration  card 


or  any  other  reasonable  proof  of 
identification  (the  Election  Dept.  will  be 
the  sole  judge  of  this  latter  category). 

There  will  be  no  absentee  ballots. 

Paper  ballots  will  be  printed  and  used  in 
case  of  voting  machine  failure. 

Residents  do  not  have  to  be  registered 
voters  of  Boston  to  participate  in  this 
election  although  they  will  be  encouraged 
to  register;  Little  City  Hall  will  be  open  for 
Voter  Registration  on  August  16  for  just 
this  purpose. 

Multi-lingual  (Chinese,  Spanish,  and 
Greel<)  Election  Dept.  officials  will  be 
available  at  selected  polling  places  where 
needed  and  where  the  budget  for  this  elec- 
tion will  allow. 

Polling  Places 

(Please  pay  particular  attention  to  this 
important  change  from  past  procedures!) 

There  will  only  be  five  (5)  polling  places 
to  service  the  project  area;  each  polling 
place  will  service  three  (3)  adjoining  dis- 
tricts. 


Where 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church  (formerly 
Tremont  Methodist  Church)  740 
Tremont  Street  —  Districts  1,  2,  and  10 
The  Rice  (Bancroft)  School,  130  Apple- 
ton  Street  —  Districts  3,  4,  and  6 

3)  The  Holy  Trinity  Church,  140  Shawmut 
Avenue  —  Districts  5,  8,  and  14 

4)  The  Blackstone  Community  School, 
Shawmut  Avenue  —  Districts  7,  11,  and 
13 

5)  Elderly  Housing,  155  Northampton 
Street  —  Districts  9,  12,  and  15 

These  unfortunate  changes  (lesser ' 
polling  hours,  fewer  polling  places,  and  the 
hiring  of  less  Election  Dept.  staff)  are  due 
to  the  bare-bones  budget  allotted  by  the 
City  to  this  election  effort;  a  cost  that  will 
be  shared,  in  party,  by  SEPAC.  The 
changes  were  not  designed  to  help  or 
hinder  anyone's  candidacy  but  will  require 
candidates  to  work  harder  for  their  election 
by  informing  neighbors  of  the  different 
polling  places  and  the  shorter  hours  for 
voting  as  well  as  the  more  liberal  voter 
eligibility  rules.  This  required  dialogue 
should  enhance  interest  and  much  needed 
communication  in  our  community  and 
could  be  a  major  plus  factor  in  creating 
more  citizen  participation  in  the  process. 

All  challenges,  grievances,  and  disputes 
will  be  arbitrated  by  the  Boston  Election 
Department  using  existing  procedures  that 
govern  municipal  elections. 


Write-in  Candidates 


South  End  residents  may  be  elected  to 
SEPAC  as  "Write-In"  Candidates  if  a)  as 
a  district  candidate  they  are  elected  with  at 
least  25  votes  (the  number  of  signatures 
required  for  a  district  candidate  with  a  peti- 
tion) or  b)  as  an  at-large  candidate  they  are 
elected  with  at  least  50  votes  (the  number 
of  signatures  required  for  an  at-large  can- 
didate with  a  petition).  South  Enders  may 
elect  write-in  candidates  or  run  as  a  write- 
in  candidate  under  those  election  guide- 
lines. Some  candidates  for  this  election 


were  not  declared  eligible  to  run  as  at-large 
or  district  candidates  by  the  City  of  Boston 
Election  Department  because  they  were  ten 
minutes  late  for  the  petition  deadline,  had 
one  signature  too  few,  or  they  were 
unaware  of  the  clear  deadline  times.  These 
people  are  eligible  to  run  as  a  "Write-In 
Candidate,"  however.  Your  paper  ballot 
will  have  a  blank  space  in  each  district  and 
under  the  at-large  slate  so  that  you  can  vote 
for  these  or  others  whom  you  might  want 
to  elect  by  a  write-in  vote. .  .......  ^  . .  ^ 
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SEPAC  DISTRICT  CANDIDATES 


District  1 

(Includes  Saranac,  New 
Castle  Court,  Piano 
Craft  Guild,  ROXSE 
Tower,  Camden  St. 
ROXSE  Wing) 
VOTE  AT: 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church 
(formerly  Tremont  Meth- 
odist Church),  740  Tre- 
mont Street 


Morell  Baber 
71  Camden  Street 
(District  1) 

S.  E.  Progressive  State 

As  a  SEPAC  Representative  for  the  last 
four  years,  I  have  learned  a  great  deal 
about  the  way  the  City  Government  works. 
I  offer  a  new  and  personal  commitment  to 
the  desperate  needs  of  District  I  and  the 
South  End  Community. 

Tenants  who  live  in  public  and  FHA 
housing  are  up  against  many  forces  in 
terms  of  obtaining  and  keeping  our  rights 
to  have  a  decent  place  to  live.  I  have  faith 
that  we  will  be  successful  in  our  struggle  to 
obtain  our  rights  and  the  community 
services  that  we  need.  We  must  continue  to 
encourage  our  people  to  become  registered 
voters  and  have  as  much  representation  as 
we  can  in  all  levels  of  government.  Please 
come  out  and  vote  in  the  SEPAC  elections. 

District  2 

(Includes  Claremont 
Neighborhood,  part  of 
Mass.  Ave.,  755  Tre- 
mont, Concord  Homes) 
VOTE  AT: 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church 
(formerly  Tremont  Meth- 
odist Church),  740  Tre- 
mont Street 


Dorothy  A.  Flynn 
725  Tremont  Street 
(District  2) 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 

I  think  that  the  most  appeahng  feature 
of  the  South  End  community  is  the  diver- 
sity that  keeps  this  area  so  much  more  alive 
than  many  other  urban  neighborhoods. 
The  varying  perspectives  and  needs  of  the 
South  End  residents  can  of  course  lead  to 
conflicts  of  interest,  and  one  of  the  roles  of 
SEPAC  should  be,  in  my  opinion,  to  see 
that  the  best  interest  of  the  community  as  a 
whole  be  served  whenever  that  is  possible. 

The  importance  of  SEPAC's  watchdog 
role  on  government  and  agencies  serving 
the  South  End  cannot  be  over-emphasized; 
increasing  not  only  accessibility  but  also 
accountability  of  agencies  serving  the 
community  is  an  enormous  job.  The  need 
for  this  surveillance  is  accentuated  by  the 
recent  funding  and  continuation  problems 
facing  SEPAC.  Perhaps  funding  would  not 
have  been  threatened  if  SEPAC  had  not 
been  doing  its  job  for  the  community  so 
well.  If  SEPAC  is  to  continue  its  vigilance, 
full  community  support  is  needed. 

SEPAC's  work  in  homeowner  and 
tenant  assistance,  the  FHA  and  HUD 
crisis,  and  work  with  the  Third  World  Jobs 
Clearinghouse  has  been  admirable.  As  long 
as  the  community  continues  to  grow  and 
change,  and  as  long  as  the  cost  of  living  is 
equalled  only  by  the  massive  unemploy- 
ment in  urban  communities  like  this  one, 
housing  and  jobs  will  always  be  crucial 
problems,  deserving  community  attention 
and  energy.  We  must  continue  our  efforts 
to  secure  community  jobs  for  community 
people,  and  to  insure  that  all  South  End 
residents  have  the  affordable  and  adequate 
housing  they  have  a  right  to  expect.  We 
should  pay  more  attention  to  our  young 
and  to  our  elderly  —  both  valuable  groups 
of  community  people  with  little  more  than 
time  on  their  hands. 

1  would  like  to  see  SEPAC  work  more  in 
cooperation  with  other  agencies  to  make 
residents  more  fully  aware  of  services  and 
choices  available  to  them.  SEPAC  has 
been,  by  most  accounts,  a  very  viable,  pro- 
gressive, and  independent  voice  for  the 
South  End  community.  I  would  like  to 
work  with  SEPAC  to  build  on  its  record  of 


service  to  the  South  End  and  to  continue  to 
speak  out  for  its  people. 


David  Smith 

45  Rutland  Square  #3 

(District  2) 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 

Three  crucial  issues  stand  out  for  South 
Enders  and  SEPAC  during  the  next  year. 
Most  importantly,  we  must  turn  our 
attention  to  the  question  of  decent  jobs  and 
incomes  for  all.  The  new  youth  job  funds, 
the  proposed  Copley  Square  Air  Rights 
Project,  and  development  of  the  industrial 
park  in  the  New  Market  district  provide 
opportunities  which  SEPAC  must  pursue. 
Secondly,  we  must  consider  the  protection 
and  retention  of  the  existing  low  and 
moderate  income  stock.  The  work  of' 
Methunion  and  other  tenants'  groups 
should  be  supported  and  encouraged. 
Thirdly  is  the  question  of  a  fair  share  of 
revenue  sharing  monies,  and  the  assurance 
that  these  funds  will  be  spent  on  the  basis 
of  a  program  which  is  truly  developed  by 
the  residents. 

The  current  SEPAC  has  taken  important 
steps  on  all  three  of  these  questions,  and  I 
hope  to  have  an  opportunity  to  help 
complete  their  work. 


District  3 

(Includes  Methunion, 
Cosmopolitan  Neigh- 
borhood, part  of  Ellis) 
VOTE  AT: 

The  Rice  (Bancroft)  School 
130  Appleton  Street 


f  1 


Ena  N.  Harris 
21  Braddock  Park 
(District  3) 

S.E.  Progressive  Slate 

I  am  a  life-long  resident  of  the  South 
End  and  participate  actively  in  community 
organizations.  Presently,  I  am  a  SEPAC 
representative  of  District  3,  a  member  of 
the  Cosmopolitan  Neighborhood  Associa- 


Page  SIX,  SEPAft  NeWisletter  August,  19?7 

tion,  Tent  City  Task  Force,  SEPAC's 
Home  Owner's  Committee,  and  the 
Orange  Line  Replacement  Committee.  On 
a  previous  SEPAC  1  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Special  Committee  on  Housing  for  the 
South  End  and  in  compiling  its  report. 

1  am  running  for  re-election  as  District 
Representative  to  see  that  the  proposals 
approved  by  SEPAC  are  carried  out  now 
that  the  budget  problem,  which  halted  all 
SEPAC  programs  this  past  year,  is  now 
solved.  l_would  like  to  see  the  312  and 
other  hom'e  improvement  loans  made  more 
readily  available  without  such  strict 
requirements  for  the  many  long-time,  low- 
income,  and  elderly  home  owners  to 
improve  their  properties.  This  shouljd  be 
done  in  a  way  to  help  them  keep  their 
homes  and  remain  in  the  South  End.  When 
these  home  owners  are  assisted  by  loan 
programs  and  tax  abatements,  the  long- 
time tenants  also  benefit  and  are  not  forced 
to  move  out  of  the  South  End  as  I  have 
seen  it  happen  to  so  many.  There  has  been 
too  much  emphasis  on  assisting  well-to-do 
new  home  owners  at  the  tragic  expense  of 
the  long-time  residents. 

I  am  very  concerned  that  the  financial 
situation  of  the  Methunion  Buildings  in 
District  3  (and  other  FHA  buildings  in 
other  districts)  be  solved  quickly  to  benefit 
the  low  and  moderate  income  tenants  for 
whom  they  were  constructed,  as  they  are 
very  much  a  part  of  the  community. 

To  make  urban  renewal  effective,  there 
has  to  be  room  for  all  races  and  income 
levels  in  the  South  End. 

mmmmmmmmammmm 


Mary  A.  Manuel 
405  Columbus  Ave. 
(District  3) 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 

1  have  been  a  resident  of  the  South  End 
for  the  past  seven  years;  I've  lived  at 
Methunion  Manor  for  six  years.  I  am  very 
active  in  the  tenant  affairs  at  Methunion. 

I  don't  feel  it  necessary  to  make  a  lot  of 
wild  promises,  or  even  attempt  to  explain 
what  the  past  SEPAC  did  or  did  not  ac- 
complish. However,  1  want  to  express  a 
few  ideas  about  the  directions  I  feel  a 
stronger  SEPAC  should  proceed  with. 
They  are  as  follows: 

1.  Better  City  and  Federal  services  for 
the  South  End. 

2.  Better  Housing  for  all  Third  World 
and  Poor  People. 

3.  Better  responses  from  the  City  and 
BRA  on  all  condemned  or  fire-gutted 
buildings  with  renovation  in  mind. 


4.  More  money  from  the  CDBG  (Com- 
munity Development  Block  Grant  Revenue 
Sharing)  funds  for  our  community. 

5.  More  involvement  in  the  Southwest 
Corridor  planning  and  development  since 
our  access  to  the  Back  Bay  area  could  be 
threatened. 

6.  Better  rapport  with  all  people  in  the 
South  End  and  more  community  participa- 
tion. 

I  could  go  on  with  an  endless  list,  but 
just  listing  items  I  want  to  see  accom- 
plished during  the  next  two  years  does  not 
guarantee  getting  them  done. 

I  can  say  that  you  and  I  probably  want 
the  same  basics  for  all  people  in  District  3, 
and  I  can  only  hope  to  accomplish  them 
with  your  support  and  participation. 

Please  be  sure  to  vote  on  August  16, 
1977.  This  is  your  SEPAC,  too. 

District  4 

(Center  of  Ellis  Neigh- 
borhood) 
VOTE  AT: 

The  Rice  (Bancroft)  School 
130  Appleton  Street 


Joseph  C.  Molina 
95  Appleton  Street 
(District  4) 

As  neighbors,  we  share  the  same  desire 
to  make  this  neighborhood  a  better,  safer 
place  for  ourselves  and  our  children.  We 
have  the  understanding  to  respect  our 
differing  viewpoints  and  lifestyles,  yet  the 
wisdom  to  arrive  at  compromise  solutions 
to  complex  problems.  We  have  a  com- 
munity of  interest  that  is  founded  on 
mutual  respect  and  trust.  That  interest 
spells  the  difference  between  a  great  neigh- 
borhood and  row  after  row  of  occupied 
houses. 

If  elected  I  pledge  you  my  time  and 
energy.  With  our  joint  efforts  we  have  the 
strength  to  implement  constructive 
solutions  to  the  following  issues: 

1.  Minimize  the  impact  of  the  Orange 
Line  relocation  and  reconstruction  of  the 
Back  Bay  Station  as  a  new  MBTA  stop. 

2.  The  development  and  construction  of 
an  "urban  bridge"  between  Copley  Plaza 
and  the  Tent  City  area. 

3.  Federal  and  state  rent  subsidies  for 
our  elderly  residents. 

4.  A   city   tax  assessment,  policy 


encouraging  owner-occupied  property. 

5.  Early  completion  of  the  street  and 
sewer  reconstruction  in  our  area. 

Our  strength  as  voters,  neighbors  and 
taxpayers  must  be  better  channeled  to  solve 
these  community  issues. 

Paul  Duffy 
57  Gray  Street 

(District  4 ) 


Write-In  Candidate 

Patricia  Bounds  Corcoran 
92  Appleton  Street 
District  4 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 

I  am  running  for  SEPAC  because  I  want 
to  work  to  improve  the  South  End.  The 
qualities  that  attracted  me  to  the  South 
End  5  years  ago  are  its  diverse  population 
of  many  different  ethnic  groups  and  its 
beautiful  old  buildings.  1  believe  that  if  we 
work  together  to  make  the  South  End  a 
better  place  to  live,  we  will  strengthen  our 
greatest  asset  —  our  people. 

Issues 

For  the  whole  South  End  I  am  especially 
concerned  about  making  the  streets  safe, 
providing  good  housing  for  all,  making  our 
schools  good,  providing  good  public  trans- 
portation, encouraging  small  retail  shops 
to  locate  here,  preserving  the  Victorian 
character  of  the  area,  getting  equitable  car 
insurance  rates  and  maximizing  benefits  to 
the  whole  community  of  Community 
Development  Block  Grant  money. 


Write-in  Candidate 

Joseph  Sheizi 
16  Gray  Street 

District  4 
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»  In  my  own  district,  I  want  to  see  that  the 
needs  of  our  many  elderly  residents  are  met 
and  that  street  improvements  move  more 
quickly.  I  plan  to  keep  careful  watch  on  the 
pending  developments  at  Copley  Square 
and  the  improvements  planned  for  Back 
Bay  Station  so  that  adverse  impacts  on 
District  4  can  be  kept  to  a  minimum  during 
and  after  construction. 

Qualifications 
My  own  qualifications  to  serve  on 
SEPAC  include  my  experience  as  a  home- 
owner and  parent  in  the  South  End  and 
other  cities.  In  Boston  I  have  been  very 
active  in  public  school  matters,  both  at 
Bancroft  School  and  on  behalf  of  the 
whole  South  End  as  co-chairperson  of 
Community  District  Advisory  Council  VII, 
the  parent-community  Court-ordered 
council  which  oversees  the  implementation 
of  desegregation  in  the  public  schools  of 
District  VII,  a  district  which  includes  the 
South  End.  I  am  also  a  founding  member 
of  the  Committee  for  Responsible  Charter 
Reform.  I  am  a  city  and  regional  planner. 

District  5 

(Includes  all  of  Castle 
Square,  part  of  Ellis) 
VOTE  AT: 

The  Holy  Trinity  Church 
140  Shawmut  Ave. 


Write-in  Candidate 


Myra  McAdoo 
474  Tremont  St. 
(District  5) 

South  End  Progressive  Slate 

I  have  just  four  major  concerns: 

1.  That  SEPAC  remain  as  a  recognized 
and  viable  community  organization. 

2.  That  some  way  be  found  to  improve 
security  in  Castle  Square,  and  this  includes 
having  the  City  keep  the  surrounding  street 
lights  on. 

3.  That  every  step  possible  be  taken  to 
support  and  assist  tenants  hving  in  FHA 
housing  that  is  presently  in  financial  diffi- 
culty. There  should  be  a  special  commit- 
ment to  those  tenants  who  are  leased 
housing  tenants. 

4.  That  all  possible  measures  be  taken  to 
help  public  housing  in  the  South  End  and 
to  ensure  that  the  tenants  take  full 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  afforded 
them  under  the  Consent  Decree  in  the 
Perez  case  to  actively  participate  in 
bettering  their  environment. 


District  6 

(Includes  Pilot  Block, 
part   of  W.  Newton, 
Dartmouth,  Tremont 
Street) 
VOTE  AT: 

The  Rice  (Bancroft)  School 
130  Appleton  Street 


Leon  Brinkley 

83  Montgomery  St. 

(District  6) 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 

Participatory  democracy  can  only  occur 
when  persons  elected  to  office  represent  the 
needs  and  concerns  of  those  who  elect 
them.  Idealistic,  yes,  but  a  principal  which 
must  be  realized  if  decisions  are  to  be  made 
based  on  the  needs  of  the  people  and  not 
on  the  vested  interest  of  persons  who  do 
not  have  an  investment  in  the  future  of  our 
community. 

I  am  prepared  to  devote  the  time  and 
energy  required  to  acquire  the  knowledge 
and  input  from  the  community  to  present 
and  implement  your  views. 

The  South  End  is  at  a  pivotal  point  in  its 
development  and  SEPAC  is  an  important 
element  in  determining  what  the  ultimate 
fabric  of  the  community  will  be.  Housing 
and  social  services  must  be  developed  in  a 
way  that  does  not  disrupt  the  current 
community  diversity  while  developing  an 
environment  that  can  attract  and  retain  the 
businesses  and  services  that  serve  the  South 
End  and  the  City  as  a  whole. 


District  7 

(Union  Park  area) 
VOTE  AT: 

The  Blackstone  Commu- 
nity School 
.Shawmut- Ave, 


Peter  Metz 
94  Waltham  Street 
S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 
(District  7) 

I  believe  that  SEPAC  is  important  for 
two  reasons:  1)  as  an  organized  forum  for 
discussing  community  isues  and  airing  all 
points  of  view,  and  2)  as  an  elected  repre- 
sentative body  speaking  for  the  South  End 
to  public  agencies  and  officials.  Without 
an  effective  SEPAC  that  serves  these 
purposes  well  and  that  functions  as  a  unify- 
ing force  in  the  South  End,  it  will  be  easy 
for  the  needs  and  desires  of  the  South  End 
to  be  ignored. 

The  needs  of  the  South  End  are  great: 
better  housing  (both  publicly-assisted  and 
private),  completion  of  public  works  and 
facilities,  improved  and  modernized  trans- 
portation, and  improved  crime  prevention 
—  to  name  only  the  most  serious.  An  effec- 
tive SEPAC  can  play  a  key  role  in  making 
these  things  happen. 

As  a  seven-year  resident  of  Waltham  St., 
active  in  neighborhood  functions,  a  long- 
time member  of  the  South  End  Committee 
on  Transportation,  and  a  homeowner,  I 
believe  1  can  help  make  SEPAC  effective 
and  truly  representative.  During  this  past 
term,  my  first  on  SEPAC,  1  have  tried  to 
see  that  SEPAC  was  a  fair  and  open  forum 
for  all  points  of  view  and  a  forceful  voice 
before  city  agencies.  While  we  have  had 
some  notable  successes  in  these  objectives, 
there  were  many  frustrations  capped  by  the 
city's  withdrawal  of  SEPAC's  operating 
funds  for  most  of  the  second  year.  Now 
that  funding  is  restored,  1  hope  the  newly- 
elected  SEPAC  will  re-assert  its  role  on 
behalf  of  all  residents  of  the  South  End. 

The  South  End  is  great  because  of  the 
diversity  of  races,  cultures,  income  levels, 
and  life  styles.  This  diversity  appeals  to  me 
and  my  family  and,  I  believe  makdes  the 
South  End  a  good  place  to  bring  up  our 
children.  But  this  diversity  is  also  a  con- 
stant source  of  tension  in  the  South  End.  I 
believe  that  SEPAC  can  help  to  ensure  that 
such  tension  is  productive  rather  than 
divisive,  helpful  rather  than  harmful,  and 
enlightening  rather  than  depressing. 

As  a  member  of  SEPAC  I  will  pledge  to 
work  for  such  constructive  unity  in  the 
South  End  and  to  see  that  the  needs  and 
interests  of  all  the  South  End  are  well 
represented. 
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District  8 

(Eight  Streets  Neigh- 
borhood) 
VOTE  AT: 

The  Holy  Trinity  Church 
140  Shawmut  Ave. 


Betsy  Tregar 
34  Upton  Street 
(District  7) 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 

I  have  been  a  resident  of  the  South  End 
for  over  five  years.  As  an  educator,  I  have 
been  active  in  the  creation  and  develop- 
ment of  bilingual  education  programs  in 
Boston  for  children  of  all  language  groups. 
1  have  pursued  these  efforts  both  as  a  par- 
ticipant in  community  groups  and  in  my 
w/ork  as  a  teacher  and  supervisor  in  the 
Bilingual  Department  of  the  Boston  Public 
Schools.  I  also  participated  in  the  early 
development  of  the  Storefront  Learning 
Center. 

One  of  the  major  strengths  that  I  bring 
to  SEPAC  is  my  abihty  to  take  a  calm, 
reasonable  approach  to  discussing  issues 
which  have  tended  to  polarize  people  for 
too  long.  Our  community  is  composed  of 
people  of  many  different  points  of  view.  I 
believe  that  SEPAC  should  truly  represent 
this  total  picture  and  make  decisions  based 
on  consideration  of  their  impact  on  every- 
one involved.  To  do  this  it  is  necessary  to 
elect  members  who  will  talk  to  each  other 
and  consider  matters  calmly. 

The  South  End  has  traditionally  been  a 
multi-ethnic,  multi-income,  and  multi- 
generation  area,  able  to  live  and  work 
together  in  a  way  unmatched  elsewhere  in 
Boston.  It  is  important  to  evaluate  any  new 
development  and  improvement  plans  care- 
fully and  actively  seek  those  plans  which 
will  meet  the  needs  of  all  portions  of  the 
community  by  not  only  maintaining  but 
upgrading  housing,  businesses,  and  serv- 
ices. 


Nancy  Anne  Payton 
20  Hanson  Street 
(District  8) 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 

The  role  of  SEPAC  should  be  to  provide 
an  open  and  easily  accessible  forum  for  all 
South  End  residents  resulting  in  mutually 
agreed  upon  priorities,  programs  and 
positions.  With  my  election  to  the  SEPAC 
Board  as^  District  8  representative,  I  will 
insure  that  all  views  of  8  Streets  residents 
will  be  fairly  evaluated  and  articulately 
presented  at  all  SEPAC  meetings  and 
related  activities. 


Write-in  Canclidate 

Mary  Hollis 

17  Dwight  Street 

District  8 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 


William  Lauer 
8  Taylor  Street 
(District  8) 

As  a  member  of  the  SEPAC,  I  hope  to 
bring  my  experience  and  judgement  to  bear 
in  meeting  the  various  problems  brought 
before  this  organization. 


District  9 

(Lower  Roxbury,  part  of 
ROXSE,  10  Hammond 
St.,  Tuckerman) 
VOTE  AT: 
Elderly  Housing 
155  Northampton  St. 


Nat  Hailey 

22  Sussex  Street 

(District  9) 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 


William  Mclntyre 
79  Windsor  Street 

(District  9) 

South  End  Progressive  Slate 


District  10 

(Includes  Chester  Park, 
TDC  area,  1701  Wash- 
ington) 
VOTE  AT: 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church 
(formerly  Tremont  Meth- 
odist Church,  740  Tre- 
mont Street 

Vicente  Castro 

111  W.  Concord  St. 

(District  10) 

S.E.  Progressive  Slate 

District  11 

(Includes  Villa  Victoria, 
Rutland  St.,  Unity 
Tower) 
VOTE  AT: 

The  Blackstone  Commu- 
nity School 
Shawmut  Ave. 

Raul  Cotto 

1  Paseo  Borinken 

(District  It) 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 

Por  ser  residente  del  South  End  y  de 
Villa  Victoria,  estoy  especialmente  inter- 
esado  en  el  desarroUo  de  esta  comunidad. 
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Ese  desarroUo  no  se  puede  dar  sin  la 
participacioA  activa  de  dlas  personas  que 
viven  aquip  orque  los  recursos  que  hacen 
falta  para  eso  tienen  que  consequirse 
luchando  con  las  instituciones  y  agendas 
que  los  controlan.  La  experiencia  dice  que 
no  hay  otra  manera  de  hacerlo. 

Por  eso  es  que  la  historia  de  Villa  Vic- 
toria es  una  historia  de  lucha. 

A  traves  de  mi  participacion  en  SEPAC 
quiero  ayudar  a  hacer  posible  este  desallo  y 
mantener  a  mis  vecinos  informados  para 
que  puedan  tomar  parte  activa  en  este 
proceso. 

As  a  resident  of  the  South  End  and  of 
Villa  Victoria,  I  am  especialy  concerned 
with  the  development  of  this  community. 

That  is  not  possible  without  the  active 
participation  of  the  persons  living  in  the 
area  because  the  necessary  resources  for 
that  development  cannot  be  secured  for  the 
people  without  a  struggle  with  the  institu- 
tions that  control  them. 

That  is  why  the  history  of  Villa  Victoria 
is  a  history  of  struggle. 

Through  my  participation  in  SEPAC  is 
want  to  help  in  making  possible  that 
development  and  to  keep  my  neighbors 
informed  so  that  they  also  play  an  active 
role  in  that  process. 


Sharon  McCoy 
61  Rutland  Street 
(District  11) 


Lillian  Vidal 

1  Paseo  Boriquen 

(District  11) 

S.E.  Progressive  Slate 


District  12 

(Includes  Worcester 
Square  Area,  part  of 
Grant  Manor) 

VOTE  AT: 

Elderly  Housing 

155  Northampton  Street 

Karen  Pressman 
District  12 

Write-in  Candidate 
(S.E.  Progressive  Slate) 

Ledith  Lugo 
District  12 

■  Write-In  Candidate 
(S.E.  Progressive  Slate) 

District  13 

(Includes  Cathedral 
Project  area  and  Frank- 
lin Square  House) 
VOTE  AT: 

Blackstone  Community 

School 
Shawmut  Avenue 


Edna  Smith 

16  E.  Brookline 

(District  13) 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 


I  am  a  long-time  resident  of  the  South 
End,  having  raised  8  children  here  and 
having  lived  26  years  in  Cathedral  Project. 
There  has  not  been  enough  done  for  my 
district.  Maybe  if  1  continue  to  work 
harder  with  all  of  your  cooperation,  we'll 
see  some  more  happen  in  the  next  two 
years.  We  need  more  repairs  of  our  streets 
and  housing.  I  know  we  are  all  dishear- 
tened because  not  enough  has  been  done.  I 
hope  the  people  here  will  cooperate  with 
me  if  I  am  elected  to  SEPAC  for  another 
term;  I  will  work  hard  so  we'll  all  have  a 
better  chance  to  get  what  we  need. 

Julio  Diaz 

19  Msgr.  Renolds  Way 
(District  13) 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 

My  name  is  Julio  Diaz.  I  hve  at  19  Msgr. 
Reynolds  Way  at  the  Cathedral  Project, 
where  I  have  lived  for  a  year. 

By  way  of  this  newsletter,  I  wish  to 
thank  my  friends  who  were  so  generous  to 
sign  my  nomination  papers  so  1  can  run  as 
a  candidate  to  represent  this  community. 


I  promise  to  do  my  best  if  I  am  elected  as 
a  candidate  of  this  district.  To  do  this  1 
need  your  participation  and  you  can  start 
this  by  coming  out  to  vote  on  election  day. 

I  will  struggle  so  that  our  community  has 
better  housing  opportunities  and  that  there 
is  more  understanding  between  tenants  and 
housing  management.  Many  thanks. 

Mi  nombre  es  Julio  Dii,  resido  en  el  le 
Msgr.  Reynolds  Way  caserio  Catedral. 
Mantengo  residencia  por  espacio  de  casi 
once  aflos  en  dicho  caserio. 

Con  esta  circular  quiero  darle  las  gracias 
a  todos  los  amigos  que  tuvieron  a  bien 
firmar  los  papeles  de  nominacion,  para  yo 
correr  como  candidate  a  representante  de 
nuestra  comunidad. 

Prometo  servir  en  lo  mejor  que  pueda  si 
salgo  representante  de  nuestra  comunidad. 
Para  esto  necesito  su  amable  cooperacioft  y 
la  misma  puede  ser  depositando  su  voto  en 
el  tiempo  de  las  elecciones. 

Tratare  de  luchar  para  que  nuestra 
comunidad  tenga  la  oportunidad  de  tener 
mejores  facilidades  de  vivienda  y  mejor 
comprension  entre  los  inquilinos  y  los 
gerentes  de  viviendas. 
Muchas  gracias. 

District  14 

(Includes  Bradford- 
Shawmut,  Union  Park 
Street  Area) 
VOTE  AT: 

The  Holy  Trinity  Church 
140  Shawmut  Ave. 


Matt  Creelman 

110  Union  Park  Street 

(District  14) 

S.E.  Progressive  Slate 

Having  lived  in  the  South  End  for  half 
my  life,  1  feel  pretty  familiar  with  a  lot  that 
has  been  going  on  in  the  neighborhood. 
I'm  now  studying  political  science  at 
UMass  Boston.  My  interest  in  the  field  has 
led  me  to  the  conclusion  that  only  so 
much  can  be  learned  on  a  University 
Campus. 

My  idea  of  a  good  representative  is  a 
person  who  can  be  reached  easily  and  will 
listen  to  the  issues  and  questions  that  are  of 
interest  to  the  people  in  the  district.  This  is 
especially  difficult  in  District  14  because 
there  are  actually  several  smaller  neighbor- 
hoods in  one.  For  this  reason  it  will  take  a 
lot  of  listening  to  effectively  represent  the 


area. 

1  think  that  I'd  be  good  for  this  position 
because  I  have  enough  time  to  spend  on 
SEPAC-related  issues  and  I  have  enough 
interest  to  attend  meetings  regularly. 

To  more  effectively  represent  the  neigh- 
borhood it  is  important  to  have  good 
communication  with  the  other  person  who 
will  share  the  position.  For  this  reason,  I 
endorse  Ada  Palmarin  as  the  other  repre- 
sentative in  this  district. 


Ada  Palmarin 

336  Shawmul  Avenue 

(District  14) 

S.E.  Progressive  Slate 

I  have  lived  in  the  South  End  for  twenty 
years  and  am  very  concerned  about  ade- 
quate housing  for  low-income  residents 
and  for  those  who  have  had  to  be  relocated 
and  wish  to  return  to  live  in  the  South  End. 
Because  of  my  interest  and  concerns  I  have 
been  involved  in  several  community  activi- 
ties, for  example:  I  am  a  Board  Member  of 
Casa  Myrna  Vasquez,  the  election  coor- 
dinator for  the  Board  of  the  South  End 
Community  Health  Center,  a  former 
Board  Member  of  l.B.A.  and  an  involved 
parent  at  the  Harriet  Tubman  (USES)  Day 
Care  Center. 

If  1  am  elected  to  SEPAC  in  District  14  1 
shall  work  for  the  completion  of  the 
PHASE  II  housing  development  in  Parcel 
19.  1  shall  also  do  what  1  can  to  improve 
transportation  services  here.  Most  of  all.  I 
shall  try  to  work  at  those  issues  which  are 
important  to  the  majority  of  residents  in 
District  14. 


District  15 

(Includes   155  North- 
ampton, Camfield  Gar- 
dens, parts  of  Lenox- 
Camden,  Grant  AME, 
and  Tuckerman) 
VOTE  AT: 
Elderly  Housing 
155  Northampton  St. 


Jane  Bowers 

17  Rutland  Square 

S.E.  Progressive  Slate 

For  the  ten  years  that  1  have  lived  in  the 
South  End  —  since  our  oldest  boys  were 
just  a  year  old  —  the  community  has 
become  more  and  more  important  to  me.  I 
have  learned  that  our  neighborhood  is 
worth  fighting  for, 

I  have  gotten  to  know  many  South 
Enders  through  the  Store-front  Learning 
Center,  the  St.  Stephen's  Food  Coop,  the 
Bancroft  School,  and,  going  back  in  time, 
through  the  fight  to  get  the  Blackstone 
School  built. 

We  have  a  very  special  community  —  a 
good  home  for  us,  a  good  place  for  our 
children.  We  deserve  the  best  possible 
services  from  public  agencies.  We  have  to 
work  together  and  fight  together  to  get 
those  services.  I  would  like  to  be  part  of  the 
effort. 

I  am  impressed  by  the  policies  developed 
over  the  last  few  years  by  SEPAC.  A  group 
that  is  as  broadly  representative,  with 
people  from  all  parts  of  the  neighborhood; 
younger  and  older;  tenants  and  home- 
owners; from  all  ethnic  groups  can  discuss, 
form,  and  fight  effectively  for  the  South 
End.  1  would  be  eager  to  move  forward 
with  such  a  group. 

Lew  Cramplon 
15  Bradford  Street 
S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 

As  a  homeowner  and  nine-year  resident 
of  the  South  End,  1  bring  to  SEPAC  signi- 
ficant experience  as  a  public  official  in  the 
executive  and  legislative  branches  of  state 
government.  I  served  for  two  years  as 
Commissioner  of  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Community  Affairs  and 
during  that  time  built  more  elderly  and 
family  housing  than  at  any  comparable 
period  in  history.  While  at  the  DCA,  we 
were  responsible  for  tripling  the  state's 
rental  assistance  housing  program,  expand- 
ing the  public  housing  modernization  pro- 
gram, and  for  giving  tenants  a  real  voice  in 
the  management  of  state-aided  public 
housing.  We  also  did  a  considerable 
amount  of  work  with  HUD  in  getting  the 
Section  8  existing  housing  program  started 
here.  I  also  was  responsible  for  evaluating 
and  deciding  upon  the  Park  Plaza  project 
and  feel  that  these  skills  and  insights  into 
the  development  process  could  be  of  use  to 
SEPAC  as  we  are  now  faced  with  the  pro- 
posed Copley  Square  development. 


SEPAC  AT- 


I  served  for  a  year  as  consultant-advisor 
to  Tom  McGee,  Speaker  of  the  Massachu- 
setts House  of  Representatives,  and  as  an 
aide  to  Tom  Atkins,  former  Boston  City 
Councillor.  I  would  like  to  make  these  con- 
tacts and  this  experience  available  to  all  of 
my  neighbors  in  the  South  End. 

I've  been  a  member  of  SEPAC's  Urban 
Renewal  Committee  for  the  past  three 
years,  worked  on  SEPAC's  housing  plan, 
and  helped  to  draft  the  platform  statement 
upon  which  all  of  the  candidates  on  the 
South  End  Progressive  Slate  are  required 
to  stand. 

I  support  this  platform  and  its  priorities 
for  spending  designated  federal  and  city 
funds.  I  favor  a  strong,  tough,  aware,  and 
responsible  posture  vis-a-vis  the  City 
Administration.  What  is  important  is  what 
we  can  do  for  our  neighborhood  and  to 
make  the  process  of  citizen  involvement  for 
all  South  Enders  broad,  meaningful,  and 
real. 


Adrian  du  Cille 
465  Columbus  Ave. 
S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 

AS  the  last  days  of  the  1975-1977 
SEPAC  come  to  a  close,  the  participants  of 
the  civic  state  must  reflect  upon  the  various 
parts  they  played.  The  record  will  not  show 
the  degree  of  success  anticipated  by  all. 
The  jubilant  39  of  the  "United  Slate" 
assumed  their  duties;  each  with  the  earnest 
desire  to  work  collectively  in  bringing 
about  improvements  in  our  community. 
The  problems  encountered  there  were 
many  and  the  successes  could  be  listed 
among  the  debatable  occurrences  in  our 
neighborhood. 

Yet,  I  can  honestly  say  that  the  total 
effects  of  the  SEPAC's  endeavors  were  not 
entirely  lost,  giving  consideration  to  the 
density  of  the  obstructionist  forces  and  the 
political  stallings  which  were  evident  soon 
after  we  took  office. 

Everyone  talks  about  the  uniqueness  of 
the  ethnic  mixture  of  the  South  End  and  is 
willing  to  assume  that  such  a  mixture 
happens  by  automatic  blendings;  while 
such  blendings  may  be  automatic,  the 
situational  differences  are  glaringly  exem- 
plified by  the  dichotomy  of  material  strata. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the 
South  End  is  a  very  beautiful  and  pleasant 
place  to  live,  and  I  am  sure  that  many 
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3E  CANDIDATES 


others  share  this  view.  And  there  are  others 
who  cannot  share  it,  because  life  in  the 
South  End  is  only  a  repetition  of  the 
squallor  from  whence  they  came.  And  still 
there  are  others,  the  proud  precursors  of 
the  "Revival"  determined  to  revert  our 
realm  to  the  grand  and  glorious  times  of 
our  "Late  George  Aply."  The  diversifica- 
tion of  the  South  End  does  not  relate  to 
ethnicity  alone  but  also  the  persuasions  — 
economics,  racism,  and  so  many  of  the  ills 
which  have  so  riddled  our  society  and 
which  rob  us  all  of  so  many  of  the  good 
and  wonderful  things  of  our  lives.  The 
selfish  and  senseless  housing  patterns  prac- 
ticed in  our  society  against  some  citizens  is 
but  one  example  of  the  thought  streams  of 
middle  America.  Hardly  a  child  in  the  City 
of  Boston  can  boast  that  the  education 
he/she  is  receiving  is  of  the  highest  quality. 
Hardly  a  family  can  say  that  it  has  not  been 
touched  by  the  venomous  finger  of  eco- 
nomic oppression  meeted  out  to  certain 
segments  of  our  population.  Every  human 
person  has  the  God-given  right  to  occupy 
the  little  plot  of  land  on  which  he  exists. 
Every  mother's  son  or  daughter  must  learn 
to  live  with  each  other  in  harmony  for  the 
general  good,  and  to  respect  the  rights  of 
all. 

And  now  that  our  poultry  have  come 
home,  I  will  make  bold  to  ask  for  your  vote 
in  order  that  I  may  again  actively  share  in 
the  struggle  of  making  the  South  End  a 
pleasant  place  to  live  for  all  of  us.  (Natur- 
alized South  Ender) 


Jorge  N.  Hernandez 
12  Rutland  Square 
(At-Large) 

S.E.  Progressive  Slate 

As  a  member  of  SEPAC  I  will  work  to 
advocate  for  the  completion  of  the  South 
End  Urban  Renewal  Plan  in  a  way  that 
prevents  disruption  of  lives  of  present 
residents  of  the  neighborhood.  This  implies 
a  fight  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
remaining  units  in  a  manner  that  leaves 
room  for  low  and  moderate  income  hous- 
ing so  that  residents  who  presently  reside  in 
these  units  will  not  have  to  be  relocated  to 
other  sections  of  the  city.  It  also  implies 
support  for  low  and  moderate  income 
housing  development  projects  that  arc 
already  in  the  drawing  boards.  It  also 
translates  into  support  for  community 
ba.scd  institutions  in  the  South  End  that 


provide  a  series  of  human  services  essential 
to  the  well  being  of  neighborhood 
residents.  1  will  keep  fighting  for  access  to 
services  over  linguistic  and  other  barriers 
and  for  community  residents. 

I  am  interested  in  making  sure  that  the 
relocation  of  the  Orange  Line  will  not 
disrupt  mass  transit  services  to  the  South 
End  and  that  the  new  replacement  service 
will  schedule  stops  that  are  convenient  to 
neighborhood  residents,  particularly  the 
elderly  who  are  more  dependent  on  prox- 
imity to  transportation  services.  Finally,  1 
would  like  to  ensure  that  the  voice  of 
SEPAC,  as  a  community  elected  group,  is 
heard  at  hearings  in  which  public  policy 
that  affects  the  South  End  is  being 
discussed. 


John  Curran 
21  Bradford  St. 

(Platform  not  available.) 

SEPAC  District  14  Representative  1975-77 


Michael  W.  Kane 

83  W.  Brookline  Street 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 

As  the  SEPAC  Administrator  for  three 
years,  I  have  worked  to  build  SEPAC  into 
a  strong,  independent,  representative  com- 
munity organization  with  a  progressive, 
activist  program.  Since  1973,  SEPAC  has 
made  great  strides  toward  dealing  with  the 
issues  —  housing,  jobs,  community  devel- 
opment and  services  —  affecting  the 
working  class  and  oppressed  nationalities 
in  our  neighborhood,  and  in  getting  neigh- 
borhood improvements  and  services  which 
benefit  everyone.  A  number  of  victories 
have  been  won,  and  for  the  first  time 
SEPAC  has  put  together  a  comprehensive 


program  with  proposals  for  protecting 
South  Enders  of  modest  means  against 
rising  rents  and  housing  costs. 

SEPAC  has  also  built  up  a  broad  base  of 
neighborhood  support  for  this  progressive 
program,  summed  up  in  the  Platform  of 
the  South  End  Progressive  Slate.  Those 
forces  in  City  Hall  and  in  the  neighbor- 
hood which  would  convert  the  South  End 
into  a  Beacon  Hill  enclave  at  the  expense  of 
older  and  less  well  off  residents  have  been 
isolated  and  have  chosen  to  work  outside 
the  democratic  SEPAC  process.  As  an  at- 
large  candidate  on  the  Progressive  Slate,  I 
pledge  to  fight  to  make  the  SEPAC 
program  work  for  our  neighborhood. 

Much  of  SEPAC's  program  —  for  more 
repairs  to  public  housing,  tax  relief  to 
hard-pressed  homeowners,  free  rehab 
assistance  to  residents  —  requires  fa- 
vorable action  by  City  or  BRA  officials 
who  alone  have  the  money  or  legal  author- 
ity to  make  them  happen.  Unfortunately 
for  the  South  End,  some  of  the.se  officials, 
with  the  apparent  support  of  the  Mayor, 
have  resisted  or  blocked  some  of  SEPAC's 
proposals  and  even  cut  off  SEPAC's  funds 
for  eight  months.  At  one  point,  they 
almost  cancelled  the  elections  as  well. 

In  the  next  two  years,  SEPAC  must 
secure  its  own  funding  and  get  on  with  the 
task  of  carrying  out  the  progressive  pro- 
gram it  has  developed.  This  task  requires  a 
more  independent,  activist  direction,  build- 
ing popular  support  for  SEPAC  programs 
and  bringing  stronger  pressure  to  bear  on 
conservative  real  estate  interests  and  the 
uncooperative  City  officials  who  support 
them,  should  that  be  necessary.  SEPAC 
should  also  continue  to  resist  attempts  to 
control  or  neutralize  it  by  the  Mayor's 
political  "machine." 

Now  that  the  past  SEPAC  has  defined 
what  programs  the  South  End  needs,  I 
believe  that  I  can  be  a  more  effective 
advocate  to  carry  out  these  programs  in  a 
Board  role  than  in  a  staff  position.  If 
elected,  1  will  bring  to  this  new  role  the 
knowledge  and  skills  which  I  have  gained 
as  the  SEPAC  Administrator  over  the  last 
three  years,  and  will  fight  aggressively  for  a 
stronger  South  End  community. 


Harrj  Dow 

389A  Shawmul  Ave. 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 
SEPAC  Representative,  1973-1975 
1975-1977 

Member  of  Board  of  Directors  for 
Greater  Boston  Legal  Services,  SNAP, 
and  Casa  Myrna  Vasquez. 
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Maria  Morison 

111  W.  Concord  Street 

S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 

Como  persona  que  reside  y  trabaja  dia  a 
dia  en  el  South  End  entiendo  mi  responsa- 
bilidad  hacia  todos  los  integrantes  de  esta 
comunidad.  Sin  embargo  quiero  que  este 
claro  que  mi  intencion  primordial  es  de 
luchar  en  contra  de  la  destruccion  de  la 
comunidad  hispana. 

Con  la  presente  crisis  economica 
enfrentamos  malas  condiciones  y  alquileres 
altos  que  a  veces  estan  fuera  del  alcance  de 
muchas  familiar  trabajadoras  aun  en 
vivienda  subsidiada. 

Entiendo  que  SEPAC  no  tiene  el  poder 
para  resolver  los  problemas  de  los  hispanos 
residentes  del  South  End,  pero  si  sirre 
como  foro  y  reliculo  de  informacion  que 
tiene  que  llegar  a  nuestra  comunidad. 

Is  importante  que  todos  sepamos  que  el 
gobierno  municipal  esta  llerando  a  cabo 
una  campana  para  invalidar  a  SEPAC 
como  organizacion  representante  de  esta 
communidad,  debernos  de  defenderlo 
como  unico  organo  que  tenemos  hasta  el 
momento. 

Yo  pretendo  recoger  toda  la  informacion 
possible  y  buscar  la  manera  de  ponerlo  en 
manos  de  la  comunidad  para  que  lodos 
decidamos  como  lucharemos  por  uno  de 
nuestros  derechos  basicos  —  el  derecho  a 
una  casa  decente  a  un  precio  rasonable. 
Tambien  pretendo  denunciar  y  luchar  en 


contra  de  cualquier  maniobra  que  amenaze 
la  exsistencia  de  la  comunidad  hispana. 

As  a  person  who  lives  and  works  in  the 
South  End  I  understand  my  responsibility 
to  all  those  who  make  up  this  community. 
However  it  should  be  clear  that  my  primary 
interest  is  to  struggle  against  the 
destruction  of  the  hispanic  community. 

In  the  present  economic  crisis  we  are 
facing  bad  housing  conditions  and  rents 
that  are  sometimes  so  high  that  they  are  out 
of  reach  for  a  working  family  even  in 
subsidized  housing. 

I  understand  that  SEPAC  does  not  have 
the  power  in  itself  to  solve  all  the  problems 
of  the  South  End's  hispanic  residents,  but 
it  does  serve  as  a  forum  and  is  a  vehicle  for 
information  that  has  to  reach  our 
community. 

It  is  important  that  we  all  understand 
that  the  city  government  is  carrying  out  a 
campaign  to  invalidate  SEPAC  as  a  repre- 
sentative organization  for  our  community; 
we  should  defend  SEPAC  as  it  is  the  only 
vehicle  we  have  to  date. 

I  intend  to  gather  as  much  information 
as  possible  and  find  the  ways  to  put  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  community  so  that  we  all  can 
decide  how  to  defend  one  of  our  basic 
rights  —  the  right  to  a  decent  home  at  a 
reasonable  rent.  I  also  intend  to  denounce 
and  fight  against  any  plans  that  threaten 
the  existence  of  the  hispanic  community. 


Patricia  Quintans 
612  Tremont  Street 
S.  E.  Progressive  Slate 


I  am  a  Cape  Verdean  woman,  married  to 
a  Puerto  Rican  man;  we  have  four  child- 
ren. I  have  lived  in  the  South  End  all  my 
life  and  will  not  move  or  be  pushed  out. 

For  the  past  four  years,  I  have  served  on 
SEPAC  as  District  1 1  Representative,  and 
am  now  running  at-large.  I  will  work  very 
hard  for  cleaner  streets,  low  and  moderate 
income  housing,  better  police  protection, 
better  lighting  in  the  neighborhood.  I  want 
SEPAC  to  work  hard  to  eliminate  bars  that 
harbor  drugs  and  drug  traffic.  Also,  I  am 
committed  to  keeping  our  parks  and  play 
areas  up  to  standards!  As  a  member  of  the 
South  End  Progressive  Assembly,  I  sup- 
port the  others  who  are  running  in  their 
own  districts  and  at-large. 


Andy  Brilliant 
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South  End  Progressive  Slate  Urges 
Neighborhood  Vote! 


The  South  End  Progressive  Slate  is  a 
group  of  SEPAC  candidates  and  a  broader 
network  of  supporters  who  believe  that 
SEPAC  draws  its  strength  from  the  people 
of  the  South  End. 

For  this  reason,  it  is  urgent  for  people 
who  support  the  activist  direction  taken  by 
the  last  SEPAC  to  come  out  and  vole  on 
August  16  to  reaffirm  support  for  the 
many  programs  —  public  housing  repairs, 
FHA  Tenant  Campaign,  homeowners  tax 
campaign,  Third  World  jobs,  parks  and 
gardens  —  which  SEPAC  has  been  fighting 
for.  A  vote  for  the  South  End  Progressive 
Slate  is  a  vote  for  the  things  which  will 
benefit  YOU  and  all  your  South  End  neigh- 
bors. 

We  believe  that  most  South  Enders  want 
a  neighborhood  that  is  multi-racial,  di- 
verse, and  vital.  Most  of  us  want  to  pre- 
serve a  neighborhood  tradition  of  openness 
toward  our  neighbors,  and  are  willing  to 
fight  for  the  programs  which  will  protect  us 
from  rising  housing  costs  and  the  worst 
side  effects  of  Urban  Renewal. 

We  want  Renewal  that  benefits  and  not 
displaces  those  of  us  who  are  of  modest 
means.  We  oppose  those  in  City  Hall  and 
in  the  neighborhood  who  would  create  an 
exclusive  Beacon  Hill-type  enclave  at  the 
expense  of  older,  less  well  off  South  End 
residents. 

In  the  past  years,  we  believe  that  SEPAC 
has  begun  to  define  what  needs  to  be  done 
to  help  maintain  the  South  End's  multi- 
racial diversity.  SEPAC  has  won  some  vic- 
tories —  around  public  housing  and  FHA 
foreclosures,  community  jobs.  Tent  City 
and  park  maintenance  —  and  has  made 
additional  proposals  which  we  believe  go  a 


long  way  toward  accomplishing  this  goal. 

The  South  End  Progressive  Slate 
supports  this  new  activist  direction  of 
SEPAC,  and  pledges  to  carry  on  the  fight 
for  SEPAC's  program  to  the  government 
agencies  who  have  the  money  and  the  legal 
power  to  make  things  happen.  The  Pro- 
gressive Slate  Platform  summed  up  below 
is  based  on  the  major  positions  taken  by 
the  last  SEPAC  and  pledges  an  activist, 
progressive  direction  for  the  new 
Community  Board  to  be  elected  August  16. 

We  believe  that  SEPAC  has  gone  a  long 
way  toward  building  unity  in  the  neighbor- 
hood around  this  progressive  program. 
Those  who  oppose  it  in  the  neighborhood 
are  numerically  small  and  isolated  and 
have  chosen  to  work  outside  the  democra- 
tic SEPAC  process.  They  have  made  some 
gains  in  City  Hall  among  officials  like 
SEPAC  which  are  aggressive  in  fighting  for 
what  their  neighborhoods  need.  In  the  last 
several  months,  the  very  survival  of 
SEPAC  was  at  stake  as  City  officials  cut 
off  SEPAC's  budget  for  eight  months  and 
even  threatened  to  cancel  the  SEPAC  elec- 
tions. 

The  SEPAC  elections  on  August  16  are 
an  important  opportunity  for  us  to  reaf- 
firm popular  support^  for  SEPAC's  pro- 
grams. If  you  believe  that  our  public 
housing  projects  need  more  repair  money, 
that  FHA  tenants  should  not  be  squeezed 
out  by  rent  increased  and  foreclosures,  that 
homeowners  should  not  be  crushed  by 
properly  taxes  while  Big  Business  get 
special  tax  breaks,  that  those  of  us  without 
jobs  should  get  a  piece  of  action  on  local 
construction  contracts  —  then  come  out 
and  show  your  support  for  SEPAC  on 


August  16.  Let's  show  the  BRA  and  City 
Hall  that  our  community  wants  a  strong, 
independent  and  progressive  citizens'  voice 
to  represent  it  and  fight  for  a  stronger 
South  End. 


Summary  of  South  End 
Progressive  Slate  Platform 

Housing  Development 

New  construction  —  SEPAC  should 
support  new  low  rent  housing  construction 
on  the  Tent  City  site  (Dartmouth  and 
Columbus),  Headstart  Housing  site  (Wash- 
ington and  W.  Concord),  Villa  Victoria, 
and  on  Harrison  Avenue  near  Cathedral 

Rehab  —  SEPAC  should  support  reha- 
bilitation for  lower  income  homeowners 
and  tenants  for  the  Frankie  O'Day  block 
on  Columbus  Avenue  and  BRA-owned 
buildings  on  Massachusetts  Ave.  and  else- 
where 

Housing  Services  —  SEPAC  should  con- 
tinue work  toward  setting  up  a  community- 
controlled  Housing  Services  Agency  to 
provide  free  assistance  to  homeowners  and 
tenants  of  modest  means  seeking  to  fix  up 
their  property  at  low  costs,  as  proposed  by 
SEPAC 

Copley  Square  air  righls  development  — 

SEPAC  should  make  sure  that  South  End 
interests  are  protected  in  the  proposed  $300 
million  Copley  Square  development  pro- 
ject and  that  any  plans  fitr  in  with  those  of 
the  Tent  City  Task  Force  and  the  new 
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South  End  Progressive  Platform 


Tenants 

FHA  tenants  —  SEP  AC  should  continue 
its  major  FHA  Tenant  Campaign  to  help 
tenants  form  independent  tenant  unions  to 
fight  against  rent  increases,  bad  condi- 
tions, evictions,  foreclosure  and  sale 

Public  housing  —  SEPAC  should 
increase  efforts  to  get  more  government 
money  to  repair  Cathedral,  Lenox  and 
Camden  public  housing  projects 

Rent  conlrol  —  SEPAC  should  join  with 
Boston  Fair  Share  and  other  groups  to  save 
Boston  rent  control,  end  vacancy  decon- 
trol, and  extend  controls  to  FHA  housing 

Discrimination  and  profiteering  — 
SEPAC  should  research  and  fight  real 
estate  firms  which  are  found  to  be  engaging 
in  discriminatory  rental  patterns  or  exces- 
sive profiteering,  as  with  speculators  and 
some  absentee  luxury  apartment  devel- 
opers 

Homeowners 

Loan  money  —  SEPAC  should  expand 
efforts  to  make  low  cost  loan  money  from 
the  BRA  or  private  banks  available  to  long- 
time South  End  residents  of  modest  means. 
SEPAC  should  oppose  discriminatory 
lending  practices  and  conduct  neighbor- 
hood outreach  through  its  Housing 
Services  Agency  and  otherwise.  Besides 
getting  funds  for  a  Housing  Services 
agency,  SEPAC  should  also  explore  the 
creation  of  a  revolving  loan  fund  like 
Neighborhood  Housing  Services  in  other 
parts  of  Boston. 

Property  taxes  —  SEPAC  should  fight 
higher  property  taxes  and  major  tax  breaks 
for  Big  Business  through  continued  partici- 
pation in  Boston  Fair  Share's  Property  Tax 
Payers  Coalition.  SEPAC  should  mount 
special  campaigns  for  over-assessed  home- 
owners and  for  elderly  or  other  property 
owners  who  qualify  for  special  tax  abate- 
ments 

Coordination  of  physical  improvements 

—  SEPAC  should  continue  its  efforts  to 
coordinate  the  timing  of  BRA  physical  im- 
provements such  as  water  laterals,  streets 
and  sewer  contracts  with  the  needs  of 
homeowners 

Urban  Renewal 
Who  benefits  from  Urban  Renewal  — 

SEPAC  should  continue  efforts  to  ensure 
that  Urban  Renewal  proceeds  with  special 
programs  and  restrictions  to  promote 
neighborhood  diversity  and  allow  working 
;lass  and  poorer  residents  to  benefit  from 
Renewal,  rather  than  be  displaced  by  it. 
With  this  in  mind,  SEPAC  should  continue 
its  efforts,  including  a  lawsuit  if  necessary, 
to  see  that  the  City  and  the  Federal 
Government  complete  the  unfinished  im- 
provements and  housing  rehab /or  existing 
residents  promised  under  Urban  Renewal, 
with  special  programs  to  protect  South 
Enders  of  modest  means. 

Monitoring  the  BRA  —  SEPAC  should 
continue  aggressively  to  monitor  BRA  acti- 


vities in  the  design  of  public  improvements, 
sale  of  land  and  buildings,  and  acquisition 
and  demolition  of  property.  Local 
neighborhoods  sheuld  be  consulted 
regarding  BRA  activities  which  affect 
them. 

Physical  improvements  —  SEPAC 
should  work  for  physical  improvements  by 
the  BRA  that  meet  local  neighborhood 
design  standards,  provide  jobs  and 
affirmative  action  for  local  Third  World 
workers  in  construction,  and  which  are 
evenly  distributed  to  all  South  End  neigh- 
borhoods. 

Derby  Park  —  SEPAC  should  demand  a 
major  special  contract  by  the  BRA  to 
correct  serious  safety  hazards  and  poor 
design  of  Derby  Park  in  Lower  Roxbury 

Parks  and  gardens  —  SEPAC  should 
continue  its  support  of  gardens,  tot-lots, 
and  "mini-parks"  on  BRA-owned  vacant 
land 


Community  Development/Block 
Grant  (CDBG)  Priorities 

Sepac  should  continue  its  policy  of 
recommending  to  the  Mayor  that  flexible 
South  End  CDBG  money  be  used  to 
benefit  lower  income  residents  through 
programs  otherwise  ineligible  for  Urban 
Renewal  and  other  capital  improvement 
programs  which  will  remain  at  high 
funding  levels.  Cover  $10  yearly  for  the 
next  few  years.  Top  CDBG  priority  should 
be  money  for  public  housing  improve- 
ments; second  priority,  funds  for  housing 
rehabilitation  for  moderate  and  low 
income  residents;  and  third,  money  for 
neighborhood  social  services,  economic 
development,  and  small-scale  capital  im- 
provements. 

Jobs,  Affirmative  Action,  and 
Economic  Development 

Community  jobs  for  community  people 

—  SEPAC  should  continue  its  efforts  to 
guarantee  50%  of  the  construction  jobs  on 
public  improvement  contracts  such  as  the 
new  Orange  Line,  street  and  sewer  con- 
tracts, and  public  housing  repairs  are  set 
aside  for  workers  of  color  and  local 
residents.  SEPAC  should  continue  its  sup- 
port of  the  Third  World  Jobs  Clearing- 
house. 

New  job  and  small  business  development 

—  SEPAC  should  expand  its  support  of 
new  job  and  small  business  development, 
with  emphasis  on  community-based 
and/or  non-profit  development  proposals 
for  Southwest  Corridor  land.  Villa  Vic- 
toria, the  Tent  City  area,  and  major 
streets. 

Bars  acquisition  program  —  SEPAC 
should  continue  support  of  the  BRA's  pro- 
gram to  acquire  and  shut  down  undesirable 
bars  and  should  explore  reuses  for  these 
buildings  which  serve  community  purposes 


Neighborhood  Services 

SEPAC  should  continue  making  neigh- 
borhood social  services  a  priority  for  City 
use  of  South  End  CDBG  funds.  Besides 
supporting  existing  worthwhile  •com- 
munity-based programs,  SEPAC  should 
explore  setting  up  local,  non-profit 
programs  to  fight  neighborhood  crime  and 
grime. 

Bi-lingual  programs  —  SEPAC  should 
provide  special  support  to  programs  which 
are  aimed  at  the  South  End's  non-English 
speaking  residents 

Blackstone  School  —  SEPAC  should 
continue  its  support  of  the  Blackstone 
Community  School  Council  and  its  at- 
tempts to  get  adequate  program  funding. 
SEPAC  also  should  continue  to  support 
parents  seeking  changes  in  the  top  admin- 
istration of  the  Blackstone  School. 

City  services  —  SEPAC  should  continue 
its  efforts  to  guarantee  adequate  park 
maintenance  and  recreational  programs  in 
South  End  parks,  with  employment 
provided  to  local  residents.  SEPAC  should 
also  explore  ways  to  make  other  City 
service  agencies,  such  as  police  and  fire 
departments,  responsive  and  accountable 
to  all  sections  and  communities  in  the 
South  End 


Transportation 

Pedestrians  and  public  transit  —  SEPAC 
should  continue  to  support  the  SECOT 
plan  (South  End  Committee  on  Transpor- 
tation) for  improving  South  End  streets 
giving  priority  to  pedestrians,  public 
transit,  and  local  South  End  traffic  over 
through  commuter  traffic  which  should  be 
actively  discouraged. 

Orange  Line  and  Washington  Street  re- 
placement service  —  SEPAC  should 
actively  support  a  surface  or  subway  rail 
line  on  Washington  Street,  and  continue  to 
monitor  the  relocation  of  the  Orange  Line 
to  the  Penn  Corridor  right-of-way 

Columbus  and  Tremont  reconstruction 
—  SEPAC  should  monitor  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  Tremont  Street,  Columbus  Venue 
and  other  street  contracts  to  ensure  that 
designs  approved  by  the  community  for 
wider  sidewalks,  trees  and  other  amenities 
be  constructed  using  minority  and  com- 
munity workers 

City  Charter  Reform 

SEPAC  should  continue  to  support 
efforts  to  reform  Boston's  City  Charter, 
with  the  objective  of  obtaining  district 
representation  on  the  Boston  City  Council 
and  School  Committee,  and  to  establish 
procedures  for  initiative  and  recall  of 
public  officials  in  the  Boston  political 
system 


Announcement 

The  Blackstone  Square  Community  School  deadline  for  Space  Use  for  the 
September  -  December  1977  period  is  August  26,  1977.  Space  Use  Applications  are 
available  at  the  office  at  50  W.  Brookline  St. 
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Members  of  the  Board  for  Casa  Myrna  Vasquez  making  plans  for  emergency  services 
for  South  End  women  and  children. 

If  .  .  . 

— you  have  been  evicted  or  burned  out  of  your  house 

— you  have  been  beaten  by  the  man  you  live  with 

— you  have  been  raped  or  attacked  and  need  a  safe  place  to  stay 

— you  would  like  some  time  and  space  to  work  things  out 

— you  need  support  and  protection  .  .  . 
Come  to  Casa  Myrna  Vazquez.  Call  262-9581,  night  or  day.  Casa  Myrna  is  an 
emergency  residence  where  South  End  women  can  come  with  their  children  for  two 
weeks  while  they  plan  what  is  next  for  them.  Casa  Myrna  is  run  by  a  neighborhood 
Board  of  women  and  men  with  the  support  of  funding  from  benefits,  churches, 
church-related  groups,  individual  contributors,  and  some  foundation  and  public 
sources. 


Southwest  Corridor 

CLARIFICATION  and  CORRECTIONS 


The  Southwest  Corridor  (Vol.  IX,  No.  1, 
July  1977)  article,  which  was  written  by 
Tom  VanBuren,  contained  some  points  of 
mis-information;  please  note  the  following 
for  purposes  of  clarification: 

1)  Distinctions  between  the  roles  of 
public  agencies  (Southwest  Corridor 
Development  Coordinator,  MBTA)  and 
consultants  and  the  roles  of  community 
groups  such  as  the  Southwest  Corridor 
Coalition  are  important.  In  particular,  Jaci 
Hall,  a  member  of  the  consultant  team 
working  for  Wallace,  Floyd,  Ellenzweig, 
Moore  Inc.,  is  responsible  for  coordinating 
communication  between  the  community 
and  all  of  the  consulting  firms.  (In  the  July 
SEPAC  article  she  was  incorrectly  listed  as 
a  consultant  for  the  Southwest  Corridor 
Coalition.) 

The  public  agencies  for  the  project  are 
being  coordinated  by  Anthony  Pangaro, 
the  Southwest  Corridor  Development 
Coordinator.  He  is  the  project  manager  for 
the  MBTA  (which  has  responsibility  for  the 
design  and  construction  of  the  new  transit 
and  railroad  line)  and  coordinates  the  input 
of  other  City  and  State  agencies  in  the 
Southwest  Corridor.  Working  for  the 
MBTA  are  the  architectural  and  engi- 
neering firms  described  in  the  Who's  Who 
for  the  Southwest  Corridor  Project  in  the 
July  SEPAC  Newsletter. 


The  Southwest  Corridor  Coalition 
(SWCC)  is  a  coalition  of  community  or- 
ganizations and  individuals  whose  primary 
focus  is  the  Southwest  Corridor.  Its  office 
is  located  at  27  Dudley  Street  in  Roxbury, 
telephone  (617)  427-0035. 

2)  At  this  point,  there  do  not  appear  to 
be  any  revisions  in  the  building  takings  in 
the  South  End  as  described  in  the  South- 
west Corridor  Environmental  Impact 
Analysis  as  prepared  for  the  Public 
Hearing  in  July,  1976.  Included  in  this  list 
are  nine  buildings  between  Arlington  and 
Clarendon  Streets  and  two  BRA-owned 
buildings  at  Mass.  Ave.  The  comment  by 
Bill  Bunker  on  page  6  in  the  July  SEPAC 
Newsletter  was  with  reference  to  buildings 
between  Dartmouth  Street  and  Mass.  Ave. 

3)  The  detailed  design  of  the  noise  pro- 
tection, to  be  provided  by  the  cover  in  the 
section  between  Dartmouth  and  Mass. 
Ave.  and  the  platform  canopy  between 
Clarendon  and  ■Berkeley  Streets,  will  be 
determined  in  the  next  six  months,  and  will 
be  the  subject  of  neighborhood  meetings 
between  community  residents,  the  con- 
sultants, and  the  Development  Coordi- 
nator. Detailed  questions  can  be  referred 
to: 

Kenneth  Kruckemeyer  722-5834 
Anthony  Pangaro  722-5834. 

4)  Mr.  Harry  Ellenzweig  (noted  on  page 


8  of  the  July  SEPAC  Newsletter)  goes  with 
the  firm  Wallace,  Floyd,  Ellenzweig, 
Moore,  Inc.  (noted  on  page  7),  which 
functions  as  the  community  liason  for  the 
whole  corridor  and  the  specific  design  of 
the  Mass.  Ave.  Station. 

Contact  Up-Dates 

1)  Kaiser  Engineers  and  Fay, 
Spofford,  and  Thorndike,  Inc.  (KE/FST), 
as  a  joint  venture,  have  a  project  office  at  I 
Beacon  Street.  The  telephone  #  for  both  is 
742  1300.  William  J.  Custer,  Jr.  and 
Herbert  G.  Spooner  are  both  available 
there.  Section  1  (South  End,  St.  Botolph 
St.,  Fenway,  South  Cove,  Back  Bay) 
Design  is  being  done  by  these  two  firms  as 
a  joint  project.  Robert  T.  Loney  of  Section 
1  Designers  can  be  contacted  at  523-8300. 

2)  The  MBTA  Southwest  Corridor 
office  is  located  at  131  Clarendon  Street, 
4th  floor,  just  across  the  railroad  tracks 
from  the  South  End.  Anthony  Pangaro 
and  Kenneth  Kruckemeyer  can  be  reached 
there,  at  722-5834. 

TO  BE  ADDED  TO  THE  MAILING  LIST 
FOR  THE  SOUTHWEST  CORRIDOR 
(ORANGE  LINE  RELOCATION)  PRO- 
JECT, CALL  JANET  HUNKEL 
S23-8300. 
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Elecciones  de  SEPAC 

Cuando?  El  martes  16  de  agosto  de  1977 
De  las  12:00  del  mediodia  a  las  8:00  de 
la  noche  (Aculaquiera  que  este  en  fila  a 
las  8:00  de  la  noche  se  le  permitira  votar) 


Donde? 

Los  distritos  1,  2,  y  10  voteran  en  la  Iglesia 
Bautista  'New  Hope"  (antes  llamada  Iglesia 
Metodista  de  Tremont),  calle  Tremont  740 

Los  distritos  3,  4,  y  6  voteran  en  la  Escuela 
(Bancroft)  Rice  Calle  Appleton  #130 

Los  distritos  5,  8,  y  14  voteran  en  la  Iglesia 
de  la  Santa  Trinidad,  Avenida  Shawmut  #140 

Los  distritos  7,  11,  y  13  voteran  en 
la  Escuela  Comunitaria  Blackstone,  Avenida 
Shawmut  #400 

Los  distritos  9,  12,  y  15  voteran  en  el  Edificio 
de  Ancianos,  Calle  Northampton  #155 


iQue  es  SEPAC? 

SEPAC  (El  Comitfe  del  Avea  Proyecto 
del  South  End)  es  una  organization  de  plan 
y  accion  para  el  South  End  y  la  partebaja 
de  Roxbury  elegida  por  la  comunidad. 
Representa  la  gente  del  South  End  nego- 
ciando  con  Renovacion  Urbana,  agencias 
governamentales,  viviendas,  desaroUo  de  la 
comunidad  y  otros  asuntos  que  afectan  los 
vecindarios. 

SEPAC  consiste  de  39  miembros  que  son 
elegidos  cada  dos  aflnos  a  traves  del  Depar- 
tamento  de  Elecciones  de  la  Ciudad  de 
Boston.  De  39  personas,  9  son  elegidas  por 
votos  generates  de  todo  el  South  End  y  la 
parte  baja  de  Roxbury  y  30  son  elegidos 
por  15  distritos  de  barrios,  son  dos 
miembros  por  cada  distrito. 

Aunque  SEPAC  es  una  organizaciofl  que 
trabaja  directamente  para  (a  comunidad  y 
no  es  una  agenda  formal  de  gobierno,  es 
reconcida  por  la  Autoridad  de  DesarroUo 
de  Boston  (BRA),  por  el  gobierno  federal  y 
por  la  Cuidad  de  Boston  como  voz  oficial 
del  South  End  y  la  parte  baja  de  Roxbury. 
SEPAC  tiene  un  papel  reconocido  revi- 
sando  Renovacion  Urbana,  incluyendo 
control  sobre  los  empleados  y  presupuesto 
y  poder  do  voto  sobre  domoliciones  y 
nombrando  desarroUadores  para  edificios 
que  son  propiedades  de  BRA. 

Despu6s  de  do  aflnos  de  lucha  de  la  com- 
unidad con  los  esuntos  de  Renovacion 
Urbana,  SEPAC  se  estableci6  con  un 
permmiso  legal  de  la  Ciudad  de  Boston  en 
1969,  y  fueron  cedidos  todos  esos  derechos 
de  "poder"  en  los  percesos  de  Renovacion 
Urbana. 

SEPAC  es  diferente  a  las  agencias  de 
"Servicias  Sociales"  como  United  South 
End   Settlements    o   el   South  End 
Neighborhood  Action  Project  (SNAP)  por 
la  razofl  de  que  a  Junta  de  SEPAC 
funciona  como  un  grupo  de  planificaci6n, 
dirigiendo  asuntos  politicos  de  comunidad 
y   desarroUo    de   propiedades   en  el 
vecindario  antes  que  dar  servicios  directa  a 
un  individuo.  La  Junta  de  SEPAC  trabaja 
para  aumentar  la  responsabilidad  de  las 
agencias  guvernamentales  en  los  vecinda- 
rios. Como  un  poro  de  discusiofl  publica 
central  en  el  South  End,  los  miembros  do 
SEPAC   buscan   fuera   y   tratan  de 
representar  todas  las  partes  del  vecindario 
antes  de  hacer  alguna  decision.  Como  un 
emperimento  unico  de  democracia  dentro 
de  las  vecindades,  SEPAC  ha  trabajado 
horas  largas  y  dificultosas  para  repre- 
sentar, debatir,  recomendar  y  resolver  las 
muchas  diversas  perpectivas  y  necesidades 
en  la  comunidad. 
De  Donde  SEPAC  Recibe  Su  Dineroi 
SEPAC  recibe  sus  fondos  de  Commu- 
nity Development  Revenue  Sharing  Funds 
canalizados  a  traves  del  govierno  federal  a 
la  Ciudad  de  Boston.  Bajo  contrato  con  la 
Ciudad  de  Boston,  el  presupuesto  de 
SEPAC  expire  el  31  de  agosto.de  1976.  A 
fin  de  agosto  de  1976,  SEPAC  tenia 
$18,000  de  los  fondos  que  le  quedaban  de 
su  presupuesto  de  $87,000  de  agosto  1975  y 
agosto  1976.  La  junta  estuvo  de  acuerdo 
que  se  extendiera  por  un  plazo  corto  su 
:  contrato  para  astar  esos  fondos  hasta  el  1 
:  de  noviembre  de  1976,  en  lo  que  la  junta 
I  negociaba  el  nuevo  presupuesto.oan'  Awiy 
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Olins,  el  assistente  del  Alcalde  en  viviendas 
y  otros  oficiales  de  la  Ciudad. 

Se  Terminan  los  Fondos  de  SEPAC 
El  Iro  de  noviembre  terminacion  los 
fondos  de  SEPAC  sin  haber  podido  llegar 
a  n  acuerdo  con  la  cuidad  de  Boston.  Los 
empleados  de  SEPAC  tuvieron  que 
despedirse,  aun  asi  los  emplados  se 
queraron  trabajando  sin  paga  para  la 
organizaciofl.  En  ese  momento  la  publica- 
ciofl  del  periodico  de  SEPAC  ceso  por  que 
no  habia  dinero.  A  principles  de  enero  de 
1977,  Andy  Olins  y  El  Comite  Ejectuvito 
do  SEPAC  estuvieron  de  acuerdo  que 
reembolsaran  $53,000  al  presupues  to  para 
los  programas  de  SEPAC  (un  corte  de  40% 
del  presupuesto  del  ano  pasado).  La  ciudad 
estuvo  de  acuerdo  tambien  de  una  dona- 
cion  adicional  de  $12,500  para  que  SEPAC 
recandara  $1  for  cade  $2  de  otros  recursos 
que  no  fuera  la  Ciudad.  No  fue  hasta  el  ° 
de  junio  que  el  presupuesto  de  SEPAC  fue 
aprovado  y  firmado  por  el  Alcalde  White, 
provenyendo  $27,000  para  cubrir  gastos 
anteriores  de  la  mitad  del  ano  corriente  y 
para  publicar  el  periodicb  de  SEPAC. 
Aunque  este  presupeusto  tecnicomente 
expira  a  fin  de  junio,  el  alcalde  y  sus 
asistentes  asequararon  a  El  Comite 
Ejecutivo  de  SEPAC  que  el  contrato  del 
subrante  de  26,000  serk  firmado  en  un 
futuro  cercano,  probablemente  despues  qu 
se  elija  la  nueva  junta  de  SEPAC  en 
agosto. 


Inf orme  Sobre  Elecciones  de  SEPAC 

por  Martin  Gopen  y  Richard  Hall 


Por  favor  sientanse  informados  que  a 
partir  de  esta  fecha  se  ha  llegado  a  un 
acuerdo  entre  el  Comite  de  Elecciones  de 
SEPAC  y  los  Departamentos  de  Eleccion  y 
leyes  de  la  ciudad  de  Boston  en  relacion 
con  las  proximas  elecciones  a  celebrarse  el 
dia  16  de  agoste  de  1977. 

Los  siguientes  son  los  resultados  de 
reuniones,  negocianciones  y  compromisos 
—  que  comenzaron  en  febrero  de  1977  con 
un  memorando  y  con  las  cuales  se  comenzo 
a  trabajar  con  resultados,  duronte  may  y 
junio  de  1977. 

Estorbando  el  proceso  estuvieron  el 
deficit  en  al  presupuesto  de  Dept.  de  Elec- 
ciones, el  destino  del  contrato  de  SEPAC 
para  1977-1978  y  el  cercano  fallecimiento 
de  la  pequeiina  alcaldia  del  South  End. 
Cuando? 

Las  elecciones  se  UevarSn  a  cabo  el 
martes  16  de  agosto  de  1977,  durante  las 
horas  de  12:00  del  molidia  a  8:00  de  la 
noche  se  le  permitira  votar.  Todos  los 
residentes  del  area  cubierta  por  SEPAC,  de 
17  aflos  a  mayores  son  elegibles  para  votar. 
Residente  es  todo  aquel  que  vive  en  el  area 
el  dia  de  las  elecciones.  Prueba  de 
residencia  y  edad  puede  ser  cualquiera  de 
las  siguientes: 

1)  Licencia  de  conducir  de  Massachusetts 

2)  Cuenta  imprenta  (gas,  electricidad,  tele- 
fono  —  condireccion  actual) 

3)  Tarjeta  del  Bienestar  Publico  (Welfare) 

4)  TGarjetade  los  cupones 

5)  Tarjeta  de  Credito 

6)  Tarjeta  de  la  Biblioteca  de  Boston 

7)  Tarjeta  de  un  hospital  del  area 

8)  Tarjeta  de  "Medicare" 

9)  Tarjeta  de  la  Escuela 

10)  Pases  de  Ancianos  para  las  guaguas  y 
trenes  (MBTA) 

11)  Recibo  de  renta  o  contrato  del  alquiler 
(reciente) 

I  12)  Tarjeta  de  Registracion  de  Inmigracion 
I  de  Estados  Unidos  (esta  tarjeta  es  verde) 
i  o  cualgujer,  otra  prueto  razonable^ 


de  Elecciones  sera  el  unico  juez  en  esta 
categoria). 

No  habra  votos  de  Ausencia. 

Se  preparan  papeletas  imprentas  para  ser 
usadas  en  case  que  la  manquina  fallara. 

Los  residentes  no  tienen  que  ser  votantes 
registrados  de  la  cuidad  de  Boston,  pero 
aun  asi  sera  instados  a  inscribirse.  La 
Pequena  Alcaldi  estara  abierta  para  in- 
scripciones  el  dia  16  de  agosto. 

Habra  Oficiales  del  Dept.  de  Elecciones 
de  diferentes  razas  (Chino,  Hispano, 
Griego)  en  los  lugares  de  votacion  donde 
dea  necesario  y  donde  el  presupuesto  lo 
permita. 

Lugares  de  Votacion 
(por  favor  preste  mucha  atencion  a  este 
importante  cambio) 

Habra  solamente  5  lugares  para  votacion 
para  servir  el  area  de  SEPAC;  cada  uno  de 
estos  lugares  servira  3  distritos  adyacentes. 

Estos  cambios  desaffortunados  (menos 
horas  de  votacion,  menos  lugares  de 
votacion  y  menos  personal  del  Dept.  de 
Elecciones)  se  deben  a  que  el  Dept.  de 
Elecionnes  no  dio  suficiente  fondos  para 
ayudar  a  las  elecciones,  las  cuales  seran  en 
parte  pagadas  por  SEPAC.  Estos  cambios 
no  fueron  disenados  con  el  proposito  de 
ayudar  o  estobar  la  candidatura  de  nadie 
ipero  los  candidates  tendran  que  trabajar 
mucho  mas  fuerte  para  su  eleccion, 
informando  a  los  vecinos  acerca  do  los 
diferentes  lugares  y  horas  de  votacioii  y 
tambien  de  las  reglas  de  elegibilidad,  las 
cuales  son  mas  liberales.  Este  factor  podria 
crear  mas  participatioil  de  los  ciudadanos 
ya  que  provee  la  oportnidad  a  los 
candidates  de  comunicarse  con  y  dispertar 
el  interez  do  los  vecinos. 

Todos  los  retos,  resentimientos  y 
disputas  seran  arbitrados  por  el 
Departamento  de  Elecciones,  usando  este 
los  procedimientos  esistentes  que 
gobiernan  las  elecciones  municipales. 
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Clara  Garcia,  centre,  presidente  del  Casa  Myrna 


Si  . 


I'tu  has  sido  desalojada  o  si  tu  casa  se  ha  quemado 
-tu  has  sido  golpeada  por  el  hombre  que  Vive  contigo  h 
-  u  ha     do  atacada  o  ultrajada  y  quieresun  sitio  seguro  donde  Quedarte 
_lu  quieL  un  lugar  donde  quedarte  mien.ras  resuelves  .us  problemas;  y  ordenas  tu 
vida 

Ve7L"cta"Myra'va'.qT:rSma  al  tel.  (6.7)  262-9581,  noche  o  dia. 

Casa  Mvrna  es  un  refugio  de  emergencia  gratis,  donde  mujeres  del  South  End 
puSn  vTcon  sus  ninos  y  que  darse  por  dos  semanas,  para  resolver  sus  problemas. 
cuando  estan  pasando  por  un  tiempo  dificil. 


Miembros  de  las  junto  de  Casa  Myrna  Vazquez  haciendo  planes  para  servicios  de 
emergencia  para  mujeres  y  ninos  del  South  End. 


Tomas  Rivera 
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El  Alcalde  White  aquanta  los 
Fondos  de  Sepac 


Durante  los  ultiraos  meses,  SEPAC  ha 
estado  amenazado  con  ser  eliminado  por  la 
administracion  del  Alcalde  Keven  H. 
White. 

Aun  cuando  no  se  hizo  una  declaracion 
concreta  de  parte  de  los  oflciales  de  la 
ciudad,  SEPAC  estuvo  sin  fondos  desde 
noviembre  pasado  hasta  hace  unas 
semanas.  Esto  sacedio  aun  cuando  habia 
una  promesa  lecha  por  el  mismo  alcalde 
White  en  enro,  de  1976  y  a  pesar  de 
reuniones  larguisimas  y  negoicaciones  con 
varios  oficiales  de  la  ciudad,  las  cuales 
comenzaron  al  mismo  tiempo  (enero, 
1976). 

Los  fondos  de  SEPAC  terminaron  en 
noviembre  de  1976.  La  ciudad  no  dio 
extensiones  mensuales  al  presupesto,  aun 
cuando  esto  se  habia  hecho  ostrasveces. 
Los  ocho  meses  que  SEPAC  paso  sin 
fondos  ha  sido  el  periodo  mas  largo  en  los 
ocho  anos  que  SEPAC  lleva  operando. 

Esto  significo  que  5  miembros  del  per- 
sonal de  SEPAC  fueron  despedidos  desde 
noviembre  1 ,  aunque  algunos  continuaron 
sin  paga  durante  los  ocho  meses.  SEPAC 
tampoco  pudo  publicar  su  periodico  por 
falta  de  fondos.  Esto  afecto  grandemente 
nuestra  abilidad  para  mantener  los  residen- 
tes  informados  de  lo  que  estaba  pasando, 
no  solo  con  SEPAC,  pero  con  los  muchos 
asuntos  de  vivienda,  trabajos,  servicios 
humanos,  y  los  logros  que  SEPAC,  aun 
con  los  pocos  recursos  habidos,  consetuia. 
Obstruccion  Rota 

La  obstruccion  en  el  logro  de  los  fondos 
fue  rota  cuando  SEPAC  voto  en  favor  de 
la  preparacion  de  una  demanda  legal 


contra  la  administracion  de  la  ciudad  y 
cuando  los  medios  de  comunicacibn  de 
Boston  comenzaron  a  dar  publicidad  al 
asunto.  Quiza  el  factor  mas  important  lo 
fue  el  mensaje  del  Representatne  Mel  King 
a  oficiales  de  la  ciudad,  diciendo  que  el  no 
apoyaria  algunas  de  las  propuestas  legis- 
lativas  del  alcalde  al  Capitolio  o  casa  de 
estado  haste  que  el  presuuesto  de  SEPAC 
fuer  a  renovado. 

El  alcalde  ha  prometido  un  segundo  pre- 
supuesto  que  durana  hasta  noviembre 
proximo.  Los  dos  presupuestos  juntos 
representan  40%  menos  del  presupuesto 
recibido  por  SEPAC  el  pasado  ano. 
La  Ciudad  Case  Cancela  Las  Elecciones 

de  SEPAC 
Otro  problema  al  que  se  enfrenta 
SEPAC  es  qu  el  Dept.  de  Elecciones  de  la 
Ciudad  anuncid  el  2  de  junio  que  no 
pagaria,  y  tampoco  correria  las  elecciones 
de  SEPAC  este  verano.  El  Dept.  de 
Elecciones  la  corrido  las  elecciones^  de 
Sepac  siempre,  desde  que  el  grupo  fuero 
organizado  por  ^1  alcalde  White  en  l€i.  En 
mayo  el  Dept.  habia  accedido  a  correr  las 
elecciones,  pero  con  un  presupuesto 
raquitico. 

En  junio  2,  el  Dept.  informa  SEPAC  que 
no  tenia  fondos  para  llevar  las  elecciones  a 
coab.  En  ese  momento  SEPAC  tampoco 
tenia  dinero;  y  parecia  que  no  habria  elec- 
ciones. 

La  Junta  de  SEPAC  vot6  entonces  para 
demandar  la  ciudad  rotegidos  por  una 
parte  del  contrato  todavia  existente,  la  cual 
decia  que  el  Dept.  de  Elecciones  de  la 
ciudad  llevara  a  cabo  las  elecciones  de 
SEPAC. 


Despues  de  las  negocidciones  a  ultima 
hora  y  la  ayuda  del  adminitrador  de  la 
pequefla  alcaldia,  Richard  Hall  se  lleg6  a 
un  acuerdo.  El  Dept.  de  Elecciones  estuvo 
de  acuerdo  el  correr  las  elecciones  y 
SEPAC  estuvo  de  acuerdo  en  pagar  parte 
del  costo  con  su  nuevo  presupuesto.  Para 
rebajar  el  costo  se  tienen  que  correr  las 
elecciones  con  menos  personal,  monos 
lugares  de  votacion  y  menos  horas  que  en 
anos  anteriores. 

Por  Que? 

Desde  1969  SEPAC  ha  sido  el  unico 
grupo  democraticamente  electo  con  la 
abilidad  y  los  recursos  para  expresar  el 
panto  de  vista  del  South  End  en  deferentes 
asuntos. 

SEPAC  a  menudo  ha  servido  de  asesor 
al  BRA  y  a  la  ciudad.  En  otros  ocasiones 
SEPAD  ha  tenido  que  estimular  la 
administraci6n  o  hatenido  que  salir  en 
oposci6n  directa  contra  las  politicas  de  la 
alcaldia. 

Los  antecedentes  de  los  miembros  de 
SEPAC  y  los  empleados  trabajando  para 
beneficio  de  la  comunidad  y  promoviendo 
los  intereses  do  gran  cantidad  de  los 
residentes  del  South  End,  se  pueden  ver 
clarament  en  el  resumen  de  muchas  de  las 
actividades  de  SEPAC  durante  los  ultimos 
do  aflos,  los  cuales  aparecen  en  esta 
pagina.  Mucho  que  da  por  hacer,  desde 
resolver  la  situacion  de  los  caserids 
publicos  y  la  protecci6n  a  duenos  de  casa 
para  que  no  se  les  aumente  los  impuestos  a 
la  propiedad. 
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COMMUNITY  SAYS  'NO'  TO  CLOSE-OUT 


"I  spent  about  eight  hours  in 
the  public  library  going  over  the 
Draft  BIS.     I  prepared  a  statement 
which  would  have  taken  me  about 
ten  minutes  to  deliver.  When 
I  saw  how  Richie  Hall  harassed 
speakers  who  went  beyond  three 
minutes,  I  passed  when  it  came 
to  my  turn.   I  didn't  want  to  have 
to  deal  with  that."  -  South  End 
Resident  upon  completion  of  the 
April  26  public  hearing. 

The  bra's  public  hearing  on 
the  Draft  Environmental  Impact 
Statement   (EIS)  at  the  Mackey 
School  on  April  26  proved  to 
be  yet  another  exercise  in 
frustration  for  the  South  End 
community.     Scheduled  to  begin 
at  7:30,  the  meeting  got  under 
way  a  little  after  8  pm. 

BRA  staffperson  Richie  Hall 
then  proceeded  to  speak,  as  did 
another  BRA  staffer,  until 
8:50,  at  which  time  Hall 
announced  the  floor  would  be 
open  to  those  who  had  signed 
up  at  the  door  to  speak  -  but 
each  speaker  would  be  limited 
to    three  minutes. 

The  leadoff  speaker,  Warwick 
House's  Kip  Tiernan,  blasted  the 
BRA  and  the  city  for  its  plan 
to  rid  the  South  End  of  poor 
people  in  exchange  for  the 
"beautiful  people"  who  could 
afford  to  pay  luxury  rents 
for  rehabilitated  housing. 
Tiernan  pledged  that  the  remaining 
poor  and  working  class  families 
would  not  leave  without  a  fight. 


Methunion  Tenants  Council 
member  Mary  Manuel  opened  her 
speech  by  admonishing  the  BRA 
for  not  distributing  copies  of 
the  EIS  throughout  the  community 
and  noted  that  the  Tuckerman  Tenants 
Union  never  received  a  copy  of  the 
EIS  nor  notification  of  the  hearing. 
Hall,  at  this  point,  interrupted 
Manuel  to  say  he  had  never  heard 
of  the  Tuckerman  Tenants  Union. 


The  Tuckerman  Tenants  Union  has 
been  active  in  the  South  End  for 
several  years  and  is  currently 
involved  in  the  HUD  Demonstration 
Project  where  the  tenants  will 
decide  the  future  form  of  ownership 
for  the  200-unit  development.  Their 
struggles  have  been  well-documented 
in  past  issues  of  the  SEPAC  NEHSLETTER. 

(continued  on  back  page) 


SEPAC  ELECTIONS  JULY  31 


SEPAC  has  formally  requested  the 
City  Election  Department  to  super- 
vise the  1979  SEPAC  elections  to 
be  held  on  Tuesday,  July  31. 

The  1979  elections  could  very 
well  be  the  most  important  in 
SEPAC's  10-year  history. 

The  SEPAC  Board  will  play  an 
Important  role  during  the  next 
two  years  on  issues  such  as 
Urban  Renewal  Close-out,  FHA 
housing,  the  Copley  Place  Project, 
Jobs  Issues,  and  other  important 
issues  facing  the  residents  of 
the  South  End. 

The  new  SEPAC  Board  will  also 
be  responsible  to  raise  funds  to 
insure  the  stability  of  SEPAC. 
From  1969  until  1977,  SEPAC  was 
funded  by  the  City.  But  that 
funding  was  withdrawn  last  year 
when  SEPAC  became  more  of  an 
adversary  to  the  city  administra- 
tion on  the  issue  of  Urban  Renewal 
and  Charter  Reform. 


Board  members  are  elected  to 
serve  a  two-year  term.  The  South 
End  is  divided  into  15  districts 
(see  map  on  p.  4)  and  there  are 
nine  at-large  reps.     The  SEPAC 
Board  is  currently  considering 
a  By-Laws  change  which  would 
reduce  the  number  of  reps  per 
distri  ct    from  two  to  one,  making 
the  size  of  the  Board  24. 

All  Interested  residents  are 
urged  to  become  involved  in  the 
1979  SEPAC  elections.     The  BRA 
has  been  trying  desperately  to 
Ignore  S  EPAC   during  the  close- 
out  process,  but  the  current 
Board  has  remained  active  and 
has  helped  organize  a  strong 
campaign  to  insure  some  of  the 
original  promises  made  in  the 
Urban  Renewal  Plan  are  kept . 


The  1979-81  SEPAC  Board  will 
be  in  the  position  to  keep  the 
pressure  on  the  city  and  be  the 
sounding  board  for  all  South 
Enders  who  want  to  make  the  South 
End  a  place  where  all. can  live 
in  dignity. 

*'''Election  Caj  ndar  on  P.  4 
''*En  Espanol  -  P.  10 
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"CRISIS'  Organizes  for  Safety 


Details  of  the  three  murders 
were  well  known  in  the  Black  comniun- 
ity  by  the  night  of  the  large  meet- 
ing at  the  Lee  School  in  Dorchester 
attended  by  1000  people  and  Mayor 
White.  The  lives  of  three  members 
of  our  community  had  been  taken, 
the  media  was  busy  painting  sland- 
erous pictures  of  three  young 
Black  women  of  questionable 
morals,  and  the  police  were  busy 
framing  a  Black  painter  by  the 
name  of  Willie  Sanders  for  the 
rapes  of  several  white  women 
in  Brighton. 

Fear  was  turning  to  rage  on 
the  part  of  members  of  the  Black 
community.  Numerous  meetings  such 
as  the  one  at  the  Lee  School  were 
being  held  in  various  neighborhoods 
in  Boston's  Black  community  to 
provide  a  forum  for  people  to  voice 
their  fears  and  their  anger  and  to 
begin  the  process  of  organizing 
the  Black  community  to  take  the 
welfare  and  the  security  of  its 
members  into  its  own  hands. 

Out  of  the  meetings,  many 
groups  were  formed  to  deal  with 
the  issues  surrounding  the 
murders  -  callous  news  coverage 
by  the  media,  lack  of  adequate 


police  protection  and  concern, 
and  generally  inadequate  city 
services  in  the  Black  community  - 
and  such  groups  have  continued  to 
form  as  the  number  of  murders  has 
increased  from  3  to  13. 

CRISIS  is  one  of  the  organiza- 
tions which  formed  in  the  wake  of 
these  brutal  murders  of  women. 
Initiated  in  February  by  a  group 
of  Black  women  who  are  South  End 
residents,  the  organization  has 
continued  in  its  efforts  to 
elaborate  a  strategy  to  unify  the 
Black  community  and  secure  it 
against  crimes  such  as  the  murders. 
Achieving  these  goals  is  no 
simple  talk;   it  involves  processes 
which  will  take  years  to  complete. 
CRISIS  is  nevertheless  making  head- 
way in  the  achievement  of  its  goals. 

The  organization,  which  has 
a  core  group  of  15  to  20  people, 
meets  every  Tuesday  night  at  the 
Harriet  Tubman  House  to  plan  its 
work.  Attendance  at  meetings 
ranges  from  15  to  60  people,  a 
variance  which  is  difficult  to 
contend  with,  as  60  people  often 
bring  60  different  viewpoints  as 
to  what  the  organization  should 
be  doing.  Nonetheless,  work  is 
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accomplished,  and  the  organization 
benefits  from  the  participation  of 
a  wide  spectrum  of  people. 

CRISIS  organized  a  memorial 
walk  in  the  South  End  which  took 
place  on  April  1  to  honor  the 
memory  of  the  then  six  women  who 
had  been  murdered.  More  than  500 
people  participated  in  that  walk. 

CRISIS  has  organized  a  street- 
work  component  of  people  to  do  out- 
reach to  South  End,  Lower  Roxbury, 
and  Dorchester  residents  on  a 
door-to-door ,  block-to-block 
basis.  There  is  a  committee  which 
plans  and  organizes  media 
outreach  and  outreach  to  organiza- 
tions and  agencies  serving  the 
Black  community,  and  which  is 
checking  up  on  the  people  who  have 
been  arrested  as  suspects  in  the 
murders,  to  insure  that  they  have 
been  arrested  with  sufficient 
evidence  and  are  receiving  fair 
treatment  in  jail  and  in  the 
courts.  And  there  is  a  committee 
which  has  sponsored  bake  sales, 
carwashes,   and  fish  fries  in  an 
effort  to  raise  funds  so  that  the 
organization  can  continue  to 
operate  and  expand  its  activities. 

Neighborhood  meetings,  street 
festivals,  community  youth  arts 
workshops,   films,  and  joint  pro- 
jects with  various  agencies  and 
organizations  in  the  Black  community 
are  all  in  the  works. 

The  airm  of  all  of  these 
activities  is  the  development  of 
a  network  in  the  Black  community 
based  on  friendships,  associations 
between  neighbors,  and  associations 
between  organizations,  agencies  and 
businesses  which  serve  the  Black 
community.  CRISIS  feels  the 
development  of  this  type  of 
unity  -  unity  based  on  the 
political,  economic  and  social 
situation  in  which  Black  people 
find  themselves,   is  the  key 
to  the  security  of  the  Black 
community  and  to  obtaining  the 
types  of  city  services  which  are 
due  us  as  residents  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

 Candice  Cason 

***CRISIS  invites  all  interested 
South  End  residents  to  attend 
its  Tuesday  night  meetings,  held 
at  7:00  p.m.  at  the  Harriet 
Tubman  House. 
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Insurance 

Auto-Property  267-9298 

606  Tremonl  St.     Boston.  02118 


Who  benefits  from   public  funds? 

Copley  Place  Re-emerges 


After  months  of  hibernation, 
the  Copley  Place  Project  has 
suddenly  sprung  into  high  gear. 
The  developers,  Urban  Investment 
Development  Corporation   (UIDC) , 
has  come  up  with  a  new  design  and 
a  new  project  for  the  Copley 
Square  Air  Rights  development. 

In  late  December  of  last  year, 
UIDC  signed  a  lease  with  the 
State  for  the  Copley  Square  air 
rights  that  would  put  a  proposed 
shopping  center  and  office  complex 
over  the  Turnpike  interchange 
across  from  the  Back  Bay  Station. 

The  developer  also  proposed 
a  large  hotel  be  built  on  the 
open  triangle  outside  Copley 
Square.   Shortly  after  the  lease 
signing,  however,  the  developer 
announced  that  two  major  "anchor" 
department  stores  had  pulled  out 
of  the  project. 

By  February,  UIDC  was  back  at 
the  drawing  board  while  concerned 
citizens  had  organized  into  the 
COPLEY  PLACE  COALITION.  The 
Coalition  is  composed  of  a  wide 
array  of  neighborhood  groups 
from  the  South  End,  Back  Bay, 
Fenway,  St.   Botolph  St.,  South 
Cove,  and  Prudential  Towers. 

In  April,  the  Coalition  met 
with  Mayor  White  to  voice  its 
concerns  about  the  project.  Among 
these  concerns  are  the  massiveness 
of  the  project,  design,  traffic, 
parking,  housing  impacts,  and  the 
development  of  Tent  City. 

The  "new"  Copley  Place  Project 
presented  to  citizens  in  late  May 
raised  a  few  eyebrows.  The 
developer  had  made  dramatic  changes 
in  design  -  some  in  response  to 
criticisms  by  citizens.  The  project, 
however,  is  still  massive;  one 
million  square  feet  larger  than 
the  original  citizen  guidelines. 

A  disturbing  feature  about  the 
new  Copley  Place  is  the  enormous 
amount  of  public  funds  being 
requested  by  the  developer.  UIDC 
is  seeking  S3  million  in  Urban 
Mass  Systems  funds  as  well  as  a 
12 lA  tax  agreement  that  would 
significantly  reduce  the  amount 
of  taxes  paid  to  the  city. 


In  addition,  UIDC  is  negotiating 
with  the  city  for  application  to 
the  federal  government  for  an  Bxi 

$15  million  Urban  Development 
Action  Grang  (UDAG) ,  reportedly 
the  largest  UDAG  ever  requested. 

Large  public  funding  for 
Copley  Place  raises  the  issue  of 
how  thse  funds  benefit  lower 
income  community  people. 

Specifically,  under  federal 
guidelines,  UDAG  funds  are  intended 
to  benefit  low  and  moderate  income 
communities.  Many  South  End 
citizens  question  how  $18  million 
for  a  hotel,  office,  and  shopping 
complex  is  going  to  help  South 
End  residents.  In  light  of  the 
real  negative  impacts  of  Copley 
place  in  the  form  of  higher  rents 
and  displacement  in  the  South 
End,   it  would  seem  that  federal 
monies  will  be  used  not  to 
benefit  lower  income  people,  but 
to  hasten  the  displacement  process. 

While  the  Copley  Place 
developer  and  the  City  hasten 
to  negotiate  for  all  this  public 
funding.  Tent  City  remains  barren 
without  any  public  funding.  The 
irony  is  that  a  mixed- income 
housing  development  on  Tent 
City  will  result  in  far  greater 
benefits  for  this  community 
than  any  Copley  Place  project. 

SEPAC  and  the  Tent  Ctiy 
Task  Force  have  consistently  raised 
the  issue  of  Tent  City  in  relation 
to  Copley  Place.  What  we  are 


requesting  is  small  compared 
to  the  $290  million  development 
that  may  become  our  neighbor. 

Presently,  there  is  no 
indication  from  the  City  or  the 
developer  that  Tent  City  will  be 
part  of  the  application  for  this 
huge  federal  grant.  ^ 

If  it  is  not,  the  City  will 
miss  a  unique  opportunity  to  secure 
funding  for  new  housing  in  the 
South  End.  A  part  of  the  Copley 
Place  UDAG  can  be  used  to  acquire 
the  Tent  City  site,  defray  site 
preparation  costs,  and  provide 
low  interest  mortgage  money  for 
a  moderate- income  homeownership 
program. 

 Bob  Richards 


CAREERS   IN  NURSING  FOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 


GRADUATES 

You  can  become  a  Licensed  Practical 
Nurse  (LPN)   through  a  50-week  train- 
ing program  sponsored  by  the  City  of 
Boston's  Employment  and  Economic  Policy 
Administration  (EEPA) .     If  you  are  a 
Boston  resident,  CETA-eligible ,  and 
have  a  high  school  diploma  or  G.E.D., 
you  may  qualify  for  tuition-free  train- 
ing.    Applications  are  now  being  ac- 
cepted at:     QIC  Assessment  Center, 

184  Dudley  Street,   Roxbury,  442-2424; 
Or  at  the  ABCD  Assessment  Centers  at: 
450  Washington  Street,  Dorchester, 
288-2700,  or  424  W.  Broadway,  South 
Boston,  269-5160. 


The  City  of  Boston  is 
unity  Employer. 


an  Equal  Opport- 


LOCATED  IN  THE  HEART  OF  THE 
SOUTH  END 

GREEN  LEAF  ^ 
FLORISTS 
it's  not  just  a  plant  store  ! 

BIRTHDAY      ANIVERSARIES      HOSPITALS      FUNERAL  DESIGNS 
HOLIDAY  CENTER  PIECES_     AND  OTHER ^^pIiAL  OCCASIONS 

FLOWERS 
AND  PLANTS 
FOR  ALL 
OCCASIONS. 

ALL  MAJOR 
CREDIT  CARDS 
ACCEPTED. 

FLOWERS  WIRED 
ANY  WHERE  IN 
THE  WORLDi 
DELIVERED  LOACALLY. 


OHers  a" 

Repair  Class^jhursdays  6:30-9:30 
Cost  $25  Includes  a  $15  tune  up  & 
10%   off  on  all  parts  &  accessories 


TEL.NO.347>3005 
DICK  GREENLEAF 
478  COLUMBUS  AVE 
SOUTHIENDiBOSTON 


Calendar  for  SEPAC  Election 


MONDAY  -JUNE  25  -  Nomination 
papers  to  be  distributed  from 
the  SEPAC  office,  32  Rutland  St. 

FRIDAY,  JULY  13  -  deadline  at 
5  pm  for  filing  of  nomination 
papers  at  SEPAC.  Prospective 
candidates  may  bring  photograph 
or  be  photographed  at  SEPAC. 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY  18  -  Certification  «|;'l^*«'|{J«^KAl^, 

of  Nomination  papers  to  be  com-  — ^,  

pleted. 

JULY  22  -  special  edition  of  the 
SEPAC  NEWSLETTER  with  photos  and 
platforms  of  candidates,  polling 
places,  maps,  etc. 


VtVHAVENOTEAMUlORK! 


^  yeeale 


59  DARTMOUTH  ST.  353-01900 

Woolen  And  Acrylic  Knitting  Yarns 
Candide-Lopi-Brunswick 
Reynelle-lrish-Mohair 

Brunsana  Woolen  Persian  Yarn 
Needlepoint  Canvas 

NEEDLBSI.  DIRECTION  BOOKS.  ACCESSORIES 
GROUP  AND  INDIVIDUAL  CLASSES 

CAROLMARIE  SMITH,  PROPRIETOR 


JULY  31-  SEPAC  ELECTIONS 

WHO  CAN  RUN? 

All  South  End  and  Lower  Roxbury 
residents  of  the  SEPAC  area  who 
w  ere  at  least  17  years  of  age  on 
January  1,  1979,  are  eligible  to 
run  for  SEPAC  and  vote  in  the 
elections,  provided  their  names 
appear  on  the  1978  Master  Residence 
and  Voting  lists.  All  residents 
of  the  SEPAC  area  who  are  not  on 
this  list  or  who  moved  into  the 
area  after  January  1,  1979,  may 
prove  their  eligibility  and  be 
able  to  vote  by  showing  reasonable 
proef  on  Election  Day. 


PEOPLE  WHO  MADE  THIS  ISSUE 

POSSIBLE: 

Cyndi  Koebert 

Fred  Wu 

Bob  Richards 

Gladys  Luna 

Candace  Cason 

Barry  Brodsky 

Keith  Smith 

Alex  Lawson 

Edgar  Algria 

Urban  Planning  Aid 

Revere  Journal 

all  the  people  who  submitted 
comments  on  the  Draft  EIS 


CHARLIE'S 
SANDiWICH 
SHOPPE 


0, 


7!30<bm- 1  jink. 


South  End  Happenings  Que  Pasa  en  el  South  End 


Films  at  the  South  End  Branch  Library. 
Thursdays  at  6  p.m.     Tel:  536-8241. 

June  21,   The  Gay  Divorce  (1934) 

Starring  Fred  Astaire  and 
Ginger  Rogers. 

June  28,   The  Playboy  of  the  Western 
World  (1963) 


The  Spanish  speaking  members  of  Saint 
Stephens  Episcapal  Church  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.   Alfredo  Luna  and 
Senora  Paula  Oyola,  will  hold  a  DISCO 
on  June  22nd   (Fiesta  De  San  Juan 
Bautista)   at  the  Parish  Hall. 
Proceeds  go  to  the  Northeast  Hispanic 
Caucus  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


"B"Swim  Team 


On  Wednesday,  June  20,  Boston 
Urban  Gardeners  and  Boston-Boston 
Dicotheque  will  present  a  benefit 
disco  dance  in  celebration  of  the 
Summer  Solstice.     Boston- Bos ton, 
at  15  Landsdowne  St. ,   is  hosting 
an  evening  in  its  "Illusions"  Club 
to  benefit  Boston  Urban  Gardeners 
Inc.,  a  non-profit  organization 
which  supports  community  garden- 
ing projects  in  the  city.  Admis- 
sion is  $2.00  at  the  door.  From 
8  p.m.   until  2  a.m.   there  will  be 
dancing,   exhibits,  a  raffle  draw- 
ing for  a  beautiful  hand-made 
quilt,   and  a  prize  for  the  most 
original  gardening  costume.  Come 
as  a  vegetable  or  a  farmer  and  help 
raise  money  to  make  community 
gardens  permanent  in  Boston's  nei- 
borhoods.     For  more  information 
call  B.U.G.   at  267-4825. 

Banquet 


Los  miembros  hispanos  de  St.  Stephens 
Igesia  Espiscopal  bajo  el  Mando  del 
Sr.   Alfredo  Luna  y  la  Sri.   Paula  Oyola, 
va  a  tener  un  DISCO  el  dia  22  de  Junio 
(Fiesta  De  San  Juan  Bautista)  en  el 
Hall  de  la  Parroquia.     Las  Contribu- 
ciones  iran  a  el  Northeast  Hispanic 
Caucus  de  la  Igesia  Episcopal. 

Come  to  the  Family  Night/Open  House 
at  the  Blackstone  Square  Community 
School.     Come  and  use  the  pool  and 
gym.     Come  to  enjoy  entertainment 
by  Bohique  at  7  p.m.   and  Ensemble  One 
at  8  p.m.     Come  and  see  displays  by 
The  Boston  Community  Ambulance  Service, 
Women's  Community  Health  Center,  The 
Boston  Community  School,   and  SEPAC. 
All  this  will  happen  on  Friday,  June  29 
from  6  to  9  p.m.   at  the  school,   50  W. 
Brookline  Street.     It's  all  free  and 
fun  for  the  whole  family.     Food  and 
soft  drinks  will  be  available.  For 
more  information  call  us  at  262-2190 
between  2  and  9  p.m. 


The  "B"  Swim  Team  held  their 
First  Annual  Awards  Banquet  April 
20,   1979.     Administrative  Coordinator 
Claudette  Young  and  Swim  Coach  Irma 
Ortiz  made  the  presentation  of 
awards  prior  to  the  team  feast. 

Most  valuable  swimmer  awards  were 
made  to  Sarah  Onofri  and  Eli  Lindsey 
(left) ,  but  it  was  clear  that  all 
the  swimmers  were  champions  in 
'beating  the  street  corner  odds.' 

Members  of  the  1978-1979  swim 
team  were:     Eli  Lindsey,  Tony 
Sheets,  Angelo  Rodriguez,  Sarah 
Kaye,  Ellen  Mitchell,  Alex  Velazquez, 
Alex  Valderama,  Sarah  Onofri, 
Andrew  Young,  Jennifer  Wilson, 
Megan  Thomas,  Ernest  Sheets,  Tonya 
Sheets,  Jose  Rosario,  Cindy  Kaye, 
Dana  Kee   (Swimmer  with  most  progress) , 
Joshua  Young,   Becky  Hall,  Melina 
Fontanez,  and  Doreen  Kee  (Sportsman- 
ship of  the  Year).     Congradulations ! 


SUMMERTIME  AT  THE  "B" 

The  Blackstone  Contmunity  School  is  a  place  where  everyone  is 
welcome  to  participate  in  a  variety  of  educational,  cultural,  social, 
and  recreational  programs.  This  summer  we  will  have  something  for 
everyonel 


FOR  TEEN5  &  ADULTS 

-^NU  eoDY  MOVEMENTS  TO  MUSIC 

SCUBA  —  Introducilon  to  recbfilques.  jty leant) 

■B"  RANGERS  —  outdoor. overniflht and 

SEWING  —  bAsic  machine  sewing,  pattern 
cutting  and  completion  of  garmef. 

ous  lessons  to  increaie  typing  spted  from 

SUMMER  PROGRAM 
July  1,  1?79- August31,I»79 
Classes  are  either  free  or  a  small  fee. 
Membership  Cards  required  at 
It  (adults)  7SC  (teens)  soc  (children)  15c  (senior 

Summer  brochures  available  June  15, 1979 
For  more  inlcrn.atlon  call  262-2190  from  3-9  p.m. 
or  visiiatSO  'V  BiCoKlint  9tWu*' ■  End 


PEOPLE  SPEAK  ABOUT  URBAN  RENEWAL  AND  THE  BRA 


The  bra's  Draft  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  (EIS)   for  the 
Close-out  of  the  South  End  Urban 
Renewal  Project  met  with  over- 
whelming disapproval  by  residents 
and  organizations  in  the  South 
End.     Some  63  written  statements 
were  turned  in  to  the  Federal 
Office  of  Federal  Relations  by 
the  May  21  deadline,  and  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  comments  opposed 
the  bra's  policies. 

The  BRA  is  supposed  to  take 
the  comments  and  integrate  them 
into  the  final  EIS  prior  to 
close-out.  The  BRA,  however,  has 
made  it  known  it  intends  to  close 
out  the  project  by  June  30.  They 
have  already  passed  the  financial 
settlement  at  the  BRA  Board  (that 
vote  was  taken  before  comments 
were  even  collectedl )  and  are 
now  in  front  of  the  City  Council 
foi  approval.  Many  feel  that  were 
the  BRA  to  seriously  take  into  account 
what  the  comments  said,  they  would 
have  to  begin  the  EIS  process 
all  over.     Clearly,  they  have 
no  intention  of  doing  that. 

Citizen's  comments  on  the  EIS 
ranged  from  criticizing  the 
participatory  process  to  the 
meat  of  the  BRA  proposals 
concerning  land  use  and  the 
bra's  artificial  25  percent 
limitation  on  low-moderate 
income  housing  for  new  con- 
struction.    Following  are  some 
excerpts  from  those  comments: 

SEP AC  COMMENTS 

"The  citizen  participation 
mechanism  used  by  the  BRA  throughout 
the  close-out  process  was,  at  best, 
inadequate.  While  BRA  officials 
consistently  pointed  to  an  'open' 
and  'participatory'  process,  a 
closer  look  at  the  process  shows  it 
was,  in  fact,  a  very  top-down 
procedure  with  little  if  any  mean- 
ingful input  from  the  community." 

SEPAC  ROLE 

"As  the  community-elected  body 
which  exists  primarily  to  oversee 
the  Urban  Renewal  Project,  SEPAC 
should  have  been  intimately  involved 
in  the  close-out  orocess.  SEPAC 
was,  instead,  closed  out  from  the 
process. .. .SEPAC  had  previously 
been  funded  by  the  BRA,  then  through 
Community  Development  Block  Grants 
(CDBG) .   In  1978,  and  again  in  1979, 
the  Mayor  rejected  SEPAC' s  request 
for  CDBG  funding.  SEPAC  has  gone 
through  periods,  in  between  small 
private  grants,  without  adequate 
staffing  to  monitor  the  Urban  Renewal 
process  as  it  is  mandated  to  do.  BRA's 
refusal  to  fund  SEPAC  to  have  a 
formal  role  in  the  close-out  process 
shut  the  community  out  from  taking 
an  active  role  in  the  process. 
Instead,  the  community  was  left  with 
a  passive  role  -  to  react  when  the 
BRA  called  a  meeting  or  published 
a  document. ..." 

PROCESS 

"With  SEPAC  out  of  the  way,  the 
BRA  could  proceed  as  it  wished  with 
the  close-out  process.  It  could  make 
contact  with  whichever  groups  it 
wished  while  leaving  others  out.  This 
exclusionary  tactic  could  not  have 
happened  had  SEPAC  worked  closely 


with  the  BRA  in  informing  South 
End  residents  about  the  process — . 
While  69  percent  of  the  South  End 
is  comprised  of  tenants,  a  majority 
of  the  community  groups  listed  are 
made  up  of  homeowners.   There  are 
several  groups  left  off  the  list 
of  those  receiving  the  EIS  and  being 
consulted  who  have  a  long  history 
of  activism  in  the  community ." 

SEPAC  HOUSING  REPORT,  1975 

"In  1975,  the  Mayor  commissioned 
SEPAC  to  issue  a  report  on  housing 
for  the  South  End.  A  special 
committee  was  formed  which  represent- 
ed a  wide  range  of  views  as  to  the 
future  of  South  End  housing  issues. 
While  many  of  the  final  recommendations 
were  adopted  by  a  majority  vote,  many 
were  also  adopted  unanimously , 
including  the  following: 

*Future  housing  goals  of  the 
South  End  must  continue  to  preserve 
the  racial,  ethnic,  social,  and 
economic  heterogeneity  of  the 
area  to  include  a  stable  population 
base  of  both  tenants  and  homeowners. 

*The  South  End  community  must 
recognize  absolutely  its  responsibility 
to  those  living  in  the  area  who 
wish  to  remain  here,  those  who  have 
been  displaced  and  wish  to  return, 
and  to  retain  the  South  End  as  an 
open  community  to  all  income  levels 
that  desire  to  live  in  the  area. 


The  selling  price  for  this  two- 
family  row-house  at  134  w.  .Vewtou 
St.  is  $116,000,  The  realtor 
said  the  /iVst  floor,  a  one- 
bedroom,  can  rent  for  $425  per 
month  while  the  new  owner  should 
live  on  the  upper  floors. 
The  Draft  EIS  fails  to  assess 
the  fact  that  there  are  fewer 
and  fewer  options  available  for 
low  and  moderate  income  families 
seeking  housing  or  a  form  of 
home-obmershi p . 

*The  remaining  unrehabilitated 
housing  is  inadequate  to  serve 
the  needs  of  low,  moderate,  or 
middle-income  people.  Any  efforts 
to  bring  this  housing  into  adequate 
marketable  condition,  should  serve 
the  various  income  Jeveis  in  need 
of  housing  in  the  area,  aiming  at 
economic  and  racial  mix. 


The  grat±ttl  on  a  wall  at  Sparrow 
is  the  largest  Urban  renewal  area 


Park  tells  the  story:  the  South  End 
in  America  -  606  acres. 


*Based  on  needs  found  on 
various  subsidized  housing  waiting 
lists,  future  construction  and 
rehabilitation  of  housing  should 
include  an  appropriate  proportion 
of  three-plus  bedroom  units  to 
accomodate  families  in  the  area  in 
need  of  housing. 

"The  BRA,  in  its  EIS,  takes 
little  notice  of  this  important 
document  prepared  by  the  community." 
(SEPAC  attached  a  copy  of  the 
260-page  Housing  Report  to  the 
EIS  which  technically  means  the 
BRA  will  have  to  respond  to  the 
above  recommendations  in  some 
fashion) 

FAILURE  TO  ASSESS  ALTERNATIVES 

"Federal  environmental  statures 
require  a  full  evaluation  of  major 
alternatives  to  achieve  the  objectives 
of  a  proposed  major  federal  action, 
such  as  close-out  of  an  Urban  Renewal 
Project.     In  its  introduction  to 
the  Draft  EIS,  the  BRA  states  that 
'financial  settlement  also  involves 
an  assessment  of  the  environmental 
consequences  of  the  financial 
settlement  prior  to  completion  of 
the  project,'  and  that  it  will 
'undertake  a  major  review  of  the 
progress  of  the  project  during  the 
past  thirteen  years,  to  assess 
the  recommendations  of  the  original 
urban  renewal  plan  and  to  amend  the 
plan  as  necessary  in  view  of  any  new 
findings  from  the  review. ' 

"The  Draft  EIS  has  plainly  failed 
in  meeting  these  requirements. 
The  BIS' s  analysis  of  the  original 
Goals  and  Objectives  of  the  Urban 
Renewal  Plan,  particularly  with 
respect  to  the  housing  needs  of 
the  community ,  fails  to  measure 
achievement  of  numerical  goals 
for  new  construction  and  rehab, 
let  alone  spell  out  alternative  ways 
to  meet  them.  In  addition,  perhaps 
the  two  most  salient  features  of  the 
South  End  housing  market  dynamic  today. 


displacement  and  racial  segregation , 
are  scarcely  mentioned  as  'impacts,' 
let  alone  measured,  or  evaluated  with 
alternatives  for  mitigating  them." 

FAILURE  TO  ACHIEVE  HOUSING  GOALS 
OF  THE  URBAN  RENEWAL  PLAN 

"The  original  Urban  Renewal  Plan 
clearly  specified  numerical  goals 
for  new  construction  at  3300  units. 
In  addition  to  this  < oal ,  the  Plan 
proposed  substantial  rehabilitation 
of  South  End  rowhouses  for  existing 
residents ,  all  of  whom  were  low  and 
moderate  income.  According  to  BRA 
presentations  and  the  clear  under- 
standing of  South  End  residents , 
75  percent  of  those  rowhouses  not 
scheduled  for  demolition  were  pro- 
posed for  rehabilitation  for  these 
low  and  moderate  income  existing 
residents.  According  to  the  BRA's 
own  figures  in  the  EIS,   this  object- 
ive has  clearly  not  been  achieved...." 


"Furthermore ,  the  EIS  fails  to 
indicate  how  much  of  the  rental- 
assisted  bousing  is  available  for 
low- income  families: 

— only  29%,  or  591  units  of 
new  constructed  housing  is  subsidized 
for  low-income  families. 

— of  the  300  townhouses  rehabbed 
for  moderate  or  low  income  families , 
only  850  units  are  available  for  low- 
income. 

— Of  the  total  number  of  low  and 
moderate  income  units  produced  in 
the  South  End  since  1965,  only  895 
units  have  more  than  two  bedrooms. 
32%  of  the  new  units  and  43%  of 
the  rehab  units  have  only  one 
bedroom. 

"This  failure  to  identify  Plan 
shortfalls  or  to  evaluate 
alternatives  to  achieve  the  original 
Plan  Goals  is  reflected  in  the  EIS's 
evaluation  of  individual  land  sites. 
These  evaluations  include  no  mention 
of  the  original  land  uses  at  each 
site,  the  number  of  people  displaced. 


etc.  Re-use  alternatives  do  not 
include  evaluation  of  1-to-l 
replacement  housing,  possible  re- 
location caseloads  from  each  site, 
and  so  on. 

"Similarly ,  the  EIS  fails  to 
explain  what  happened  to  its 
commitment  to  the  developers 
for  the  Headstart  and  Concord 
Baptist  Housing  sites  for  Rutland/ 
Washington  and  Harrison  Ave. , 
respectively;  these  developers  had 
achieved  BRA  designation,  but  the 
nature  and  staus  of  these 
commitments  is  obscured  in  the  EIS." 

DISPLACEMENT  AND  SEGREGATION 

"The  EIS  contains  no  evaluation 
of  the  estimated  5200-6500  units 
demolished  since  the  start  of 
Renewal ... .nor  does  the  EIS  analyze 
or  evaluate  what  happened  to  the 
net  population  loss  of  12,500 
documented  from  the  1960  to  the 
1970  Census. ...  In  addition,  many 
middle  income  families  can  no 
Inoger  afford  to  live  in  the  South 
End,  as  tawnhouse  prices  approach 
the  $120,000  range,  and  rents  as 
high  as  $650/month  for  a  2-bedroom 
apartment  are  not  uncommon. 

"More  importantly,  the  EIS 
does  not  acknowledge  or  propose 
ways  to  mitigate  the  increasing 
racial  segregation  of  the  South 
End's  rowhouse  districts  that  has 
occurred  since  the  start  of  Urban 
Renewal,  although  this  segregation 
is  clearly  documented  by  1960-70 
Census  datd.   In  addition,  the 
Consensus  Inc.  Survey  conducted  by 
the  BRA  documents  further  trends 
toward  racial  segregation  and 
isolation  since  1970,  especially 
in  the  rowhouse  districts.  These 
trends  are  particularly  true  for 
homeowners.  The  BIS  includes  no 
analysis  of  the  BRA's  administraiton 
of  the  312  loan  program  by  race 
or  income,  and  does  not  evaluate 
how  rental ly-assisted  housing,  as 
opposed  to  the  BRA's  preferred 
alternatives  of  new  market  rate 
construction ,  will  impact  on 
surrounding  neighborhoods  such  as 
the  Tent  City  or  other  major  sites 
in  relation  to  the  Plan  goal  of 
furthering  and  maintaining  the 
South  End's  racially- integrated 
character. " 

In  the  cover  letter  of  the 
comments,  SEPAC  Moderator 
Dorothy  Flynn  urges  that  the 
EIS  be  rejected  and  the  process 
begin  anew,  "with  the  community 
as  a  full  partner  rather  than  a 
passive  spectator  in  the  process." 


UNITED  SOUTH  END  SETTLEMENTS 
COMMENTS 

"The  Draft  BIS  fails  to  adequately 
assess  the  relationship  and  impacts 
of  the  proposed  development  in 
areas  close  to  the  South  End  such 
as  Copley  Place,  Crosstown  Industrial 
Park,  Crosstown  Street,  South  End 
Corridor  Project   (the  relocation 
of  the  Orange  Line  to  the  Penn 
Central  Alignment) ,  expansion 
of  Northeastern  Univ. ,  Symphony 
Towers,  and  the  proposed  construction 
of  320  units  of  luxury  housing  on 
Huntington  Ave.  between  W.  Newton  St. 
and  the  Midtown  Motor  Inn." 

"The  Draft  EIS  does  not  set  forth 
the  relevant  HUD  Affirmative  Action 
requirements  nor  does  it  address 
the  manner  in  which  the  BRA  and  the 
City  of  Boston  will  ensure  that  all 
required  Affirmative  Action  require- 
ments are  met. 

"The  Draft  EIS  does  not  include 
any  type  of  comprehensive  Business/ 
Commercial  Development  Plan  to  address 
the  needs  of  approximately  200 
small  businesses  located  in  the  South 
End  which  provide,  in  addition  to 
goods  and  services,  approximately 
180  full-time  and  75  part-time  jobs, 
of  which  60  percent  are  held  by 
community  residents. .. . 

"The  unemployment  rate  for  the 
South  End  is  9.6%.  For  Black 
residents  it  is  13.2%  and  for  Hispanic 
residents  it  is  15.4%.  There  are 
approximately  200  small  businesses 
in  the  South  End,  most  of  which  are 
marginal  with  little  chance  for 
growth  without  external  financial 
and  management  assistance.  The 
Draft  EIS  states  that  42  businesses 
may  be  displaced.  The  USES  planning 
and  development  staff  have 
estimated  that  without  immediate 
financial  and  management  assistance 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  'new 
market'  created  as  the  result  of 
urban  renewal,  as  many  as 
50%  -  100%  of  these  businesses  will 
be  displaced  and  probably  forced  to 
close.  The  pet  result  would  be 
a  minimum  loss  of  100  jobs. 

"The  close  out  will  result 
in  the  ultimate  total  segregation  of 
the  South  End  community.  Already, 
because  of  the  failure  of  the  BRA 
to  develop  inn&vative  and  realistic 
housing  program  and  to  properly 
and  equitably  administer  programs 
which  are  available  (such  as  the  312 
program) ,  the  South  End  has  become  a 
community  of  segregated  enclaves. 
Many  streets  in  the  northern 
portion  of  the  South  End  Urban 
Renewal  Area  are  inhabited  almost 
exclusively  by  affluent.  White 
homeowners .  Conversel y ,  because 
of  conscious  public  policy.  Lower 
Roxbury ,  is  almost  exclusively 
Black. 


In  1975,  the  Mayor  commissioned 
the  SEPAC  HOUSING  REPORT  -but 
the  BRA  ignored  its  recommend- 
a ti ons . 


People  Speak  On  Close -Out 


USES  recommended,  in  its 
comments,  a  series  of  detailed 
studies  to  be  undertaken : "The 
US  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  should  require  that 
an  environmental  assessment  process 
be  undertaken  again  in  its 
entirety  and  that  a  new,  complete, 
^nd  comprehensive  Draft  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  be  prepared  which 
addresses  the  comments  and 
recommendations  contained  herein 
as  well  as  those  submitted  by 
other  South  End  residents, 
businesses ,   organizations ,  and 
appropriate  agencies." 

JOINT  STATEMENT  ON  HOUSING  POLICY 

Thirteen  organizations  signed 
a  statement  regarding  the  housing 
policies  put  forth  in  the  EIS. 
The  signers  of  the  statement 
were:  SEPAC,  Project  Place, 
Salvation  Army  Harbor  Light  Center, 
Tenants  Development  Corp. ,  South 
End  Emergency  Medical  Services, 
United  South  End  Settlements, 
Methunion  Tenants  Council, 
Cosmopolitan  Neighborhood  Assoc., 
CIRSIS,   El  Centre  del  Cardinal, 
Cathedral  of  the  Holy  Cross, 
Tent  City  Task  Force,   and  the 
Cathedral  Tenants  Council. 

The  statement,  in  part, 
read : 

"In  September  of  1978,   the  BRA 
released  its   'subsidized'  housing 
policy  document,  SUBSIDIZED 
HOUSING  IN  THE  SOUTH  END.  The 
document  was  outdated,  less  than 
factual,  and  more  justification 
than  analysis  of  the  housing  situation 
in  our  community.   The  dicument  sought 
to  justify  a  BRA  staff  policy  that 
new  developments  in  the  South  End 
be  limited  to  a  maximum  of  25% 
rental  subsidy.  This  report  has 
been  cited  as  the  major  housing 
policy  document  for  the  Environ- 
mental Assessment ,  and  its  recommend- 
ations seem  to  have  been  fully 
adopted.  The  Draft  EIS  states  on 
page  60,   'It  has  recommended  as  a 
general  guideline  that  future  develop- 
ments have  a  maximum  of  25%  of  their 
units  as  subsidized  units  for  low  and 
moderate  income  families. '  We  feel 
this  stance  is  totally  inappropriate 
since  the  BRA,   to  our  knowledge, 
never  evaluated  the  potential 
negative  impacts  such  a  policy  would 
have  on  the  present  South  End 
population  and  because  this  document 
hjs  never  been  formally  promulgated 
or  voted  on  by  the  BRA  Board.  This 
policy  will  accelerate  the  economic 
and  racial  segregation  generated 
during  urban  renewal.  Furthermore , 
this  policy  will  also  accelerate 
the  continuing  displacement  of 
low- income  elderly  and  Third  World 
residents ,  groups  which  have  already 
suffered  deeply  from  renewal.... 

"The  history  of  urban  renewal  in 
the  South  End  is  tragic,  but  it 
will  be  more  tragic  if  the  25% 
assistance  limit  is  enforced  by  the 
BRA.  Approval  was  denied  USES  on 
their  recent  proposal  for  elderly/ 
handicapped  housing  because  of  this 
25%  subsidy  limitation.  We 
unanimously  oppose  that  decision. 
Such  a  small  and  desperately  needed 
development  must  be  built.  The  elderly 
and  handicapped  who  would  have 
benefitted  from  this  housing  need 
your  support." 


TENT  CITY  TASK  FORCE  COMMENTS 

"Clearly,  the  BRA  continues  its 
attempt  to  polarize  this  community 
over  the  provision  of  housing  for 
low  and  moderate  income  families . 
Most  everyone  in  the  South  End  receive: 
some  kind  of  housing  subsidy;  home- 
owners through  tax  deductions  on 
mortgage  interest  payments , 
government  subsidized  loans,  and 
public  improvements.   Some  house- 
holds receive  subsidies  through 
rental  assistance ,  a  necessary 
means  to  provide  for  many  families 
who  cannot  afford  the  high  cost  of 
housing  in  the  South  End. 


"The  BRA  produced  only  50%  of  the 
low  and  moderate  income  housing, 
it  established  as  an  objective  in 
the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  in  1966. 
Despite  this  failure,  the  BRA 
argues  it  has  produced  an  adequate 
number  of  assisted  units.  By 
focusing  on  rental  subsidies  in  the 
EIS,  the  BRA  is  attempting  to 
relieve  itself  of  the  responsibility 
and  this  community' s  responsibility , 
to  provide  for  the  many  families  and 
individuals  who  can  no  longer 
afford  the  high  rents  in  the  South 
End. 

"In  addition,  in  its  analysis  of 
the  present  government-assisted 
rental  housing,  the  BRA  has  made 
serious  errors. 

"The  BRA  has  figured  the  percentage 
of  the  total  housing  stock  which  is 
'subsidized*  by  adding  the  total  num- 
ber of  present  rental  subsidy  units 
in  the  South  End  and  calculating  this 
figure  as  part  of  the  total  housing 
units  in  1970.  Most  of  the  low  and 
moderate  housing  units  were  produced 
after  1970.    By  not  including  the 
total  subsidized  units  as  part  of  the 
base  total,  but  then  calculating  a 
percentage  as  if  it  is  part  of  the 
base  total,   th&  result  is  a  grossly 
inaccurate  figure.  The  number  of 
subsidized  units  is  given  double 
weight  in  the  percentage  calculation. 

"The  1970  Census  indicates  there 
was  a  total  of  10,719  units  of 
housing  in  the  South  End.  Since 
then,  at  least  3815  rental-assisted 
•jnits  have  been  added  to  the  housing 
stock  (most  of  the  rehab  units  in 
this  figure  were  unoccupied  in  1970). 
In  addition,  200  units  of  market-rate 
lousing  units  were  added  to  the  housing 
?tock.   Furthermore,   the  SEPAC  HOUSING 
REPORT  indicates  that  the  original 
:otal  figure  in  the  1970  Census  was 
ictually  lower  than  the  total  number 
yf  units  due  to  problems  in  doing 
the  cinsus  in  the  South  End. 

"As  a  result,  the  actual  total 
number  of  units  in  the  South  End 
is  at  least  above  14,000  and  the 
amount  of  rental-assisted  units 
when  calculated  from  this  base 
total  is  below  30%  of  the  total 
housing  stock," 


"....the  EIS  fails  to  provide 
for  affordable  housing  for  South 
End  residents  on  the  Tent  City  site 
and  fails  to  protect  the  residents 
who  currently  live  on  the  site. 

"The  EIS  fails  to  address  many 
crucial  issues  involving  South 
End  residents  and  the  overall  impact 
of  the  Urban  Renewal  program.  The 
document  is  unsatisfactory  and 
unacceptable.  The  Urban  Renewal 
project  in  the  South  End  should  not 
be  closed  until  the  crucial  issues 
of  displacement  and  provision  of 
housing  for  lower  income  residents 
are  addressed  and  solutions  are 
found. " 

INDIVIDUAL  COMMENTS 

Following  are  excerpts  from 
comments  submitted  by  some  of 
the  South  End  residents  who 
responded  to  the  Draft  EIS: 

Bastian  Vanderzalm,  Director, 
Salvation  Army  Harbor  Light  Center: 
"The  many  elderly  and  poor  white 
oeople  living  near  the  Center  who 
came  in  every  day  to  our  drop-in 
lounge  have  almost  completely 
disappeared.  Only  a  handful  remain. 
The  destruction  of  available  housing 
has  made  it  impossible  for  these 
people  to  stay  as  South  End  residents. 
...I  am  most  concerned  about  the 
implication  in  the  EIS  that  future 

housing  developments  must  contain 
no  more  than  25%  subsidized  housing 
units.  I  believe  that  this  policy 
will  result  in  the  final  conversion 
of  the  South  End  froma  community 
of  mixed-ethnic  backgrounds  and 
mixed  incomes  to  a  community  of 
upper-income  whites.  I  believe  that 
the  real  issue  is  not  one  of  subsidy 
but  of  affordability." 

Rev.  Carl  Stock,  Dartmouth  Street: 
"Although  I  am  pleased  with  what 
appears  to  be  increased  stability 
with  influx  of  upper-middle  and 
upper  income  families,  I  am  distraught 
over  the  displacement  of  the  lower 
income  and  even  middle  income  families 
who  can  no  longer  afford  to  live  here. 
I  understand  there  is  going  to  be 
a  25%  ceiling  placed  on  subsidy  for 
low  and  moderate  income  people  on 
any  new  or  rehabbed  housing  during 
the  close-out  process.  I  am  opposed 
to  such  a  restriction  which  clearly 
intensifies  the  ' gentrification' / 
displacement  problem  in  my  neighbor- 
hood, " 


SOUTHENDERS  SPEAK 


Dorothy  Guild,  Concord  Houses: 
"Xt  (the  EIS)  openly  contributed 
to  the  already  alarming  problem  of 
racism  in  the  city  of  Boston. 
This  document  does  not  acknowledge 
or  propose  ways  to  mitigate  the 
increasing  racial  segregation  of  the 
South  End's  rowhouse  districts  that 
has  occurred  since  the  start  of 
Urban  Renewal,  even  though  this 
segregation  is  clearly  documented  by 
U.S.  Census  data,  in  the  SEPAC 
Housing  Report,  as  well  as  in  a 
1978  survey  conducted  by  the  BRA." 

Karen  Pressman,  E.  Springfield  St. : 
"The  EIS  should  consider  turning 
over  its  properties  to  democratically 
constituted  Community  Land  Trusts 
or  local  Community  Development 
Corporations  for  community  re-use. 
The  EIS  does  not  consider  acquisition 
of  additional  property,  such  as 
abandoned,  burned-out  buildings ,  for 
'land-banking'  and  recycling  for 
low  and  moderate  income  housing  to 
offset  displacement  and  meet  the 
Plan  goals.  Without  suggestions  like 
the  above,  the  EIS  condones  and 
encourages  the  segregation  of  our 
community  that  has  always  been  both 
racially  and  economically  mixed 
throughout  the  South  End,  not 
segregated  into  the  pockets  that 
Urban  Renewal   ha-^  created." 

Thomas  L  Bierbaum,   Hello  House: 
"The  one  issue  which  concerns  us 
most  is  the  establishment  of  an 
unofficial  25%  restriction  on  the 
subsidy   level  in  any  new  housing 
project.   In  my  judgement  this 
restriction  implies  the  eventual 
disappearance  of  available  housing 
for  the  poor,   elderly ,  minorities, 
and  even  the  middle  class  who  have 
traditionally  lived  in  the  South 
End. " 

Susan  Travis  Ruffin  Smith, 
Lawrence  St . : 

"As  a  resident  of  the  Ellis 
neighborhood  in  the  South  End, 
I  am  writing  to  comment   in  reference 
to  the  EIS  which  the  BRA  has 
drafted  for  HUD.  I  am  emphatically 
opposed  to  the  position  taken  by 
the  Ellis  Neighborhood  Association 
for  100%  market-rate  housing  to  be 
built  on  the  3.3  acre  site  bordered 
by  Columbus  Ave.,  Dartmouth  St.,  the 
Southwest  Corridor  tracks,  and  Yarmout  fi^rther  damage  to  our 


Ann  Hershfang,  W.   Rutland  Square: 
"HUD  should  not  close  out  the  South 
End  Urban  Renewal  Plan  until  three 
major  objectives  are  assured  of 
achievement.    (1)   Section  201d 
(original  Plan)   -   'provide  .^n 
economica lly,   socially  and  racial] y 
integrated  community.'   The  strong 
private  market  created  undor  the  Urhai 
Renewal  Plan  through  public  sibsidy 
of  developers  and  homeowners  threat- 
ens to  drive  out  and/or  segrc<j,ite 
moderate  and  low- icnome  residents. . . 
Section  203  1  -   'improve  streets, 
streetlighting,   utilities. . . ' 
During  the  13  years  of  the  Urban 
Renewal  Plan  the  South  End  has  waited 
for  public  improvements  while  City 
money  has  been  spent  elsewhere. 
Now  money  for  our  improvements 
is  not  available.   Closeout  should 
not  occur  until  availability  is 
assured,  not   'applied  for'  or 
'sought'   of  funds  to  replace 
antiquated  sewers,   drains,  side- 
walks,  streets  and  lighting. 
Section  203  f  -   'provide  opportun- 
ities for  existing  commercial  estab- 
lishments to  remain  in  the  area 
and  provide  better-  service. '  No 
proposal  exists  in  the  EIS  to  assure 
this  goal . " 

Peter  Bratt,   Holyoke  Street: 
"If  the  EIS  is  meant  to  determine 
policies  of  further  development, 
at  least  it  ought  to  acknowledge  the 
extreme  facial  and  economic  inequities 
Further,   if  you  ever  hope  to  correct 
this  pattern,  I'd  recommend  the 
following  apcifically  and  by  priority: 

A.  No  one  is  to  be  displaced 
for  any  reason  unless  they  are 
secured  an  evvironment  of  equal 
quality  at  equal  rent. 

B.  In  the  close  out  of  the  South 
End  Project  the  BRA  must  fulfill 
all  original  plans  for  building  and 
improving  housing  for  low-income 
people. 

C.  In  all  possible  ways  dis- 
courage the  gentrification  i.e. 
by  class  and  race. . . 

D.  Recognize  the  further  points 
made  by  truly  representative  groups 
of  the  South  End,   i.e.    the  Tent 
City  Task  Force  and  SEPAC. 
As  I  understand  it,   the  EIS  is 
really  a  narrow  self-reinforcing 
document  that  will  resul tin 


Streets.   I  further  disagree  with 
their  position  to  limit  all 
subsidized  housing  in  the  South 
End  to  25%.   These  positions  serve 
to  continue  to  displace  the  already 
overwhlmingly  overburdened  poor 
and  working  class  populations  who 
currently  live  here." 

Judy  Hall,  Shawmut  Ave. : 
"J  am  concerned  that  the  EIS  allows 
for  new  luxury  housing  construction 
dependent  on  mortgage  and  tax 
subsidies^  yet  proposes  a  maximum 
deling  (unofficial)  of  25%  subsidy 
on  low  and  moderate  income  units, 
and  that  publication  of  this  25% 
restriction  is  before  the  end  of  the 
Environmental  Review  process. ..." 

Douglas  Hall,  Shawmut  Ave.: 
"One  public  meeting  of  which  por- 
tions of  the  community  did  not  know 
about,  that  concerned  a  document 
written  in  highly  technical 
language,  that  ignored  duly- 
elected  representatives  and  concerned 
matters  vital  to  residents  of  this 
community ,  makes  a  farce  of  alleged 
democratic  principles." 


Some  trick. 

Samuel  Shapiro,  Margaret  Marshall, 
Gray  Street: 

"As  homeowners  in  the  Ellis  Neighbor- 
hood we  are  disturbed  that  you  may 
have  gained  a  false  impression  from 
a  letter  submitted  to  you  by 
Charles  R.  Levin  purporting  to 
represent  that  the  neighborhood 
is  in  favor  of  100%  market-rate 
housing  for  Tent  City.  In  fact, 
the  association  has  never  canvassed 
the  opinion  of  the  homeowners  in 
the  neighborhood  and  we  believe 
that  a  substantial  number  of  the 
residents  are  strenuously  opposed 
to  the  100%  market  rate.  We  are 
fully  in  favor  of  the  principles 
set  forth  by  the  Tent  City  Task 
Force  as  revised  and  approved  by 
SEPAC  in  October,  1978.  One  of 
the  most  attractive  features  of 
the  South  End  is  its  mix  of  people 
across    a  both  ethnic  and  economic 
strata.  The  Tent  City  Task  Force 
principles  represent  no  more  than 
an  attempt  to  maintain  that  mix 
in  the  redeveloped  site." 


Dr.  Benjamin  Siegel,  w.  Canton  st  ■ 
In  order  to  maintain  the  South  ' ' 
End  as  a  dwelling  place  for  all 
people  and  provide  equal  access  to 
good  housing  for  all  economic 
groups.  I  support  the  October  1978 
SEPAC  statement  which  calls  for 

and  2Z  '"T"'  '^^^^'"^  families, 

and  25%  r^arket  level  rental  units 
for  parcels  Ua  and  lib  (Tent  City)" 
Eileen  Brigandi,   Rutland  St. : 
"I  bought  a  home  in  the  South  End 
to  bring  up  my  children  in  a  unique 
and  integrated  community.  I  saved 
for  years  to  be  able  to  move  to 
such  a  neighborhood.  Now  that  I'm 
here,  I  find  a  great  many  disturbing 
changes.  Large  sections  of  the 
community  are  white,  young,  middle- 
class  and  professional.   I  believe 
that  this  change  could  not  have 
happened  without  the  312  loan 
program  which  I  consider  a  subsidy 
for  the  middle  class."' 

Jovita  Fontanez,  Dartmouth  St.: 
"I  have  lived  in  the  South  End 
over  15  years  and  would  like  to 
continue  living  here.   Unless  there 
is  proper  planning,  housing, 
especially  for  minorities;  the  poor, 
the  elderly.  Blacks  and  Puerto 
Ricans,  will  disappear  and  or 
will  be  segregated  into  certain 
parcels  within  the  South  End." 

Marcia  Wiley,  Concord  Houses: 
"As  a  resident  of  Concord  Houses  for 
three  years  and  a  resident  of  the 
South  End  all  my  life  I  feel  that 
■  I  have  been  left  out  of  the  process 
and  was  not  given  the  chance  to 

make  a  valid  comment  on  the  EIS  . 

The  racial  and  socioeconomic  mix- 
ture has  always  been  good  in  the 
South  End.   Yet  the  BRA  is  doing 
everything  in  its  power  to  destroy 
this  balance  that  has  made  the 
South  End  one  of  the  nicer  parts  of 
the  city  to  live  in.  It  has  always 
had  a  mixture  of  the  rich,  middle, 
and  poor  income  people  as  well  as 
White,  Black,  Chinese,  Spanish  and 
other  people  in  its  neighborhood 
to  make  it  one  of  the  richest  sec- 
tions of  the  city.     The  BRA  has  set 
out  to  get  rid  of  the  poor  and  middle 
income  people  of  the  South  End  so 
that  the  tich  can  move  back  to  the 
city.  The  BRA  has  done  this  in  the 
West  End  and  now  it  is  doing  it  in 
the  South  End  and  it  will  be  doing 
it  to  Roxbury  and  other  sections 
of  the  city  that  the  rich  wants.... 
The  BRA  has  failed  the  people  it 
was  supposed  to  help." 


® ROUTE 
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Elecciones  de 
31  de  Julio 

El  MarCes,  31  de  Julio  de  1979, 
SEPAC,  bajo  la  supervision  del 
departaraienCo  de  elecciones  de 
la  ciudad,  van  a  tener  elecciones 
de  la  comunidad  para  su  Junta 
de  Directores. 

La  Junta  de  SEPAC  de  sempanara 
un  papel  importante  durante  los 
proximo  dos  anos  en  puntos  como 
talesi  liquidacion  de  renovacion 
urbano,  FHA  alojamiento,  desavollo 
de  el  Copley  Place  y  las  polizas 
afectando  los  residentes  del 
South  End. 


Sepac 

QUIEN  PUEDE  CORRER? 

Todos  los  residentes  del  South 
End  y  Bajo  Roxbury  que  tengan 
por  lo  raenos  17  anos  de  edad 
desde  el  primero  de  enero  1979, 
son  elegibles  para  correr  y  votar 
en  ia  elleccion  de  SEPAC, 
provedi  o   que  sus  nombres  aparescan 
en  la  Maestra  Residencial  del  1979 
y  las  listas  de  votantes.  Todos 
los  residences  del  area  de 
primero  de  enero,  19  79,  pueden 
prober  su  elegibilidad  y  votar 
por  ensenar  resonable  prueba 
en  el  dia  de  eleccion. 


CALENDARIO  PARA  LAS  ELLECIO^'^ES  DE 
SEPAC 

Lunes,  junio  25  -  julio  12  - 
Papeles  de  nominacion  destribuidos 
desde  SEPAC,  32  Rutland  St.  de 
10  am  a  5  pm. 

Vieres,  Julio  13  -  fin  del  plazo 
para  llenar  papeles  de  nominacion 
en  SEPAC. 

Miercoles,  Julio  18  -  Certif icacion 
de  papeles  de  nominacion  completado. 

Juli  o    22  -  Numero  especial  del 
noticiario  SEPAC  publicado  con 
retratos  y  plataformas  de  candidatos, 
localizaciones  de  votacion,  mapas 
de  distritos,  etc. 

Martes,  Julio  31  -  Elecciones 
de  S  EPAC. 


Summer  Activities  At  Art  Center 


Open  the  wrought  iron  gate,  walk  through  the  brick 
enclosed  courtyard ,  and  enter  the  freshly  painted  walls 
of  the  Children's  Art  Centre.   From  there  be  prepared  to 
let  your  imagination  wander  among  all  the  things  there 
are  to  see  and  do. 

"We  have  a  very  special  program  and  a  very  special 
place,"  says  the  Educational  Director,  Susan  Urdang, 
about  the  Art  Centre  located  at  36  Rutland  Street.  The 
Centre  is  a  museum-studio-workshop  for  children  and  has 
a  history  dating  back  to  1915. 

An  unusual  exhibit  of  original  works  by  Patricia 
Wirtenberg  who  taught  at  the  Art  Centre  in  the  1960's 
will  be  displayed  July  15  through  August  15.   From  the  book 
entitled  the  "All  Around  the  House  Art  and  Craft  Book," 
Wirtenberg's  work  consists  of  imaginative  paintings, 
prints,  collages,  assemblages  and  sculptures  made  from 
materials  ordinarily  found  in  the  average  home  or  apartment 
such  as  nails,  sugar  cubes,  laundry  soap,  coat  hangers, 
new  spapers  and  shoe  polish.  The  techniques  used  by  the 
exhibiting  artist  will  be  made  available  to  youngsters 
5  to  12  years  of  age  during  the  daily  art  woekshops. 

More  than  a  children's  art  museum,  the  Art  Centre 
operates  a  studio  for  children.  Staffed  by  artists  who 
teach,  the  medium  and  form  applied  by  the  young  artists 
varies  from  day  to  day.  On  Mondays  and  Fridays  there  is 
painting;  on  Tuesday,  sculpting  is  done.  Printmaking  and 
collage  are  utilized  on  Thursday,  while  Saturday's  activ- 
ities vary.  Beginning  June  27,  Wednesday  will  be  "trip 
day."  On  this  day  such  places  as  the  Franklin  Zoo,  Sci- 
ence Museum,  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  and  other  locations 
around  the  city  will  be  the     source  of  creative  inspira- 
tion. Van  transportation  will  be  provided. 
Workshops  are  from  3-5  daily  and  Saturday  from  10-12.  The 
museum  is  open  to  community  groups  in  the  morning  for  a 
small  fee.  Call  536-0666  for  more  information. 


TIEMPO  DE  VERANO  EN  LA  ''B' 


La  eicutla  de  l»  comunidad  Blackstone  Square  es  un  lugtr  dondt  to- 
dos son  bisnvenidos  a  paiifclpar  de  una  varladad  d«  programas  cultura- 
l«s,  Aducaclonales,  sociates  y  recreacionales,  patroelnados  por  al  Constio 
dc  ra  Escuela  Blackslone. 


PARA  LOSNlNOS 

Nuestro  loco  de  aien 


■mo  oiurno  at  lunes  e  viernes  de  10  a.m.  a  4  p.m.  incluT 
aclivldades  organliadas  como  mOslca.  balle,  tutoria, 
as  manualei,  aries  marcisres,  ejerclclo,  netaclftn.  gim- 
ira.  paseoi  en  autobiJs.  y  almuerio  y  merlenda  oratn. 
costo  «s  de  110,00 semanales.  Matr iculamoi para  todo el 
ano  o  por  lemanss  Lo  matrfcula  comtcnzs  e<  11  d* 
10  de  1979  f  el  primero  que  liegue  lendri  mii  opor- 


PARA  AbOUSCINTES  Y  AOOLTOS 


AVENTUREROS  DE  LA  -B"  -  Car 
en  Us^aluere*  v  de  noehe  en  la*  monta' 

Cla%es  noeturnas  para  lonlltcar  tu  bolslllo: 
COSTURA  -  Costure  b«slca  en  la  mAquI 
corle  da  palrOn  v  term  inaclSn  de  la  prenM, 
MAOUINILLA  (VELOCIDAO) 


PROGRAMAS O 


I*  da  julta  haaia  al  II  da  asotieda  l?7t. 
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Hospital  Coalition  Organizes 


On  Thursday ,   April  26 ,   the  Coalition 
for  Better  Health  Care,  made  up  of 
three  unions  representing  more  than 
3bOO  employees  at  Boston  City  Hospital, 
held  a  public  rally  to  protest 
decisions  by  the  administration 
which  they  claim  seriously  uner- 
mine  their  ability  to  provide 
decent  health  care.     These  decisions 
included  closing  two  wards  without 
notice,   one  in  gynecology  and  one 
in  surgery,   resulting  in  patients 
being  moved  to  parts  of  the 
hospital  distant  from  doctors  and 
nurses  trained  in  their  care. 

Dr.   Kurt  Peters ,   chief  resident 
in  obstetrics  and  gynecology,  said 
that  not  only  were  their  patients 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  doctors 
also  had  no  beepers,  so  that  there 


was  no  way  for  them  to  respond  to 
an  emergency.   Dangerous  understaf f ing 
in  the  nursing  service,  compounded 
by  a  hiring  freeze,   resulted  in  a 
shortage  of  60  nurses  in  just 
two  buildings. 

Diane  Bennett,   a  nurse  on  a 
maternity  ward,   said  that  she  was 
often  the  only  nurse  assigned  to 
an  entire  ward  at  night,  which 
made  it  impossible  to  give  good  care 
and  left  no  margin  of  safety  if  an 
emergency  occurred. 

The  coalition  includes  AFSCME 
#1489,   SEIU  #285,   and  the  HOA.  These 
unions  represent  workers,  nurses, 
and  interns  and  resident  doctors  at 
the  hospital.   Tliey  have  been  working 
in  the  coalition  since  May,   1978  to 
improve  working  conditions  and 
patient  care  at  BCH.   They  have 


BJC  Demands  Jobs 


"These  jobs  are  intended  to 
benefit  our  city,   directly.  They 
are , on  our  land,  in  our  city,  created 
by  our  tax  mon-ey ,   yet  ~  who  are 
these  jobs  really  going  to? 
Certainly  not  us,  as  Boston  residents." 

These  are  the  angry  words  of 
an  unemployed  member  of  the  Boston 
Jobs  Coalition   (BJC)   spoken  at  a 
recent  community  meeting  in  early 
June . 

For  the  past  several  months,  a 
delegation  of  BJC,  an  organization 
comprised  of  41  Boston  based  community 
groups,  has  been  involved  in  a 
series  of  formal  talks  with  the  White 
Administration,   to  negotiate  an 
official  city  Job  Policy  that  would 
system  tically  award  preference  in 
hiring  to  Boston  residents  on 
public  ron struct  ion  projects  located 
in, Boston.   That  Job  Policy  would  be 
supported  by  a  legally  binding  con- 
tract and  3  city  ordinance;  while 
on-going  enforcement  would  be  mon- 
itored jointly  by  the  City  and  Boston 
community  groups  affiliated  with  BJC, 

On  April  16,   1979,   the  BJC  hand- 
delivered  a  written  set  of  principles 
to  the  office  of  Mayor  Kevin  White. 
Those  principles  form  the  foundation 
of  the  BJC  initiated  Boston  Resident 
Job  Policy,  which  automatically 
.prefers  the  hjj:  jj2g__and__on^ ob  


training  of  Boston  residents  on 
Boston  jobs,    for  public  construction 
pro j  ects . 

Presently,   the  overwhelming 
majority  of  workers  on  construction 
projects  in  Boston  1 ive  in  towns 
outside  the  City.    State  Law  and 
Federal  guide 1 ines ,   however ,  require 
that  local  residents  should  be  hired 
first.   But  in  reality,  Boston 
residents  are  getting  very  few 
of  those  jobs,  although  they're 
entitled  to  them  by  law. 

The  BJC  is  now  asking  Mayor 
White  to  step  in  to  protect  those 
jobs  for  the  residents  of  Boston. 
The  mayor  has  selected  high  level 
administrative  aides  to  negotiate 
the  Boston  Resident  Job  Policy 
with  the  Jobs  Coalition.  They  have 
included  Deputy-Mayor  Ed  Sullivan, 
Corporation  Counsel  Joseph  Alviani, 
Boston  Plan  Chief  Executive  Gordon 
Brigham,   and  the  Mayor's  Labor 
Representative,  Marty  Curry. 

At  this  point,  however,  an 
agreement  to  implement  the  policy 
has  not  been  signed. 

The  Job  Policy,   if  implemented, 
would  achieve  the  following: 

1)  from  100%  of  the  total  work- 
force, at  least  25%  of  the  workers 
craft-by~craft,  on  allsuch  projects 


won  public  hearings  on  the  hospital 
budget  and  have  countered  efforts 
by  the  administration  to  harass 
union  activists  and  to  reduce 
services  at  the  hospital. 

At  the  rally,   coalition  represent- 
atives also  pledged  to  reach  out  to 
members  of  the  community  who  use 
the  hospital,  who  also  are  interested 
in   improving   tlie  i-[ualit->^  of  ht_-alt)i 
care  provided   in  tho  i-iospit.:il  -  .Tirj 
health  centers  of  the?  Dept.   of  [U^altli 
and  Hospitals. 

Nan  Stromberg,   a  nurse  in  SETU 
#285,  stated,  "(-,'1. 
Department  of  H.  ji;  ' 
ha  ve  an   i  mpn  rt  r.i'- 
with   the   :    'n;::,  ■ 

us.     We    W.:J:t  :■ 

with  th<-.  ■ 
and   t:h::  . 

R\->>:i>ur!.  ,  ,-,->;,, 

■■■■■  Health 
"III':  ,  -Iters 

L-i'  Kt  1 .       ■   .  ,  .1  member 

of  AFSCMl       I..4  ;        I-  !        11:,]   ■  h,_.  st-atc- 
men  t  of   t  i  r  ■   ■      1 1  1  !:  .1  i  ■!  1  ,       1  1 . 1   i- 1 
coalition  wouliJ   coni  inn.'   i  > ,   ..i  >ok 
the  support  of  the  (_.Mniini[iM  ii  -,  and 
would  also  support  tin.   ■  ^  >mmLii i  l  ties ' 
demands  for  better  care. 

Presently,   the  closed  gynecology 
ward  has  been  re-opened,  and  some 
hiring  is  taking  .place.   Many  of  the 
chronic  problems  of  the  hospital,  such 
as  long  waits  for  care  and  limits  on 
important  services  such  as  translators 
and  pharmacy,   to  name  a  few,  continue. 

The  coalition  is  committed  to  going 
to  people  in  the  communities  that 
use  the  hospital,   to  learn  what 
their  concerns  about  the  hospitals 
and  the  liealth  centers  are,   and  to 
try  to  work  together  to  upgrade 
health  care  throughout  the 
system. 

If  you  or  your  community  group 
would  like  to  contact  the  coalition's 
community  contact  committee,  call 
424-5301  or  424-4639  on  weekday 
afternoons . 


be  comprised  of  minority  workers. 

2}   From  100%  of  the  total  work- 
force, at  least  half  the  workers, 
craft-by-craft ,  on  all  publicly 
funded  or  subsidized  construction 
projects  in  Boston,  be  comprised  of 
Boston  residents. 

3}   From  100%  of  the  total  work- 
force, at  least  10%  of  the  workers, 
craft-by-craft ,  on  all  such  projects 
be  comprised  of  female  workers. 

4)   That  half  the  on-the-job 
training  slots  be  maintained  for 
Boston  residents ,   providing  an 
opportunity  for  hands-on  traini ng 
of  the  unemployed  to  develop 
experience  and  skills. 
JOB  OPENING 

BJC  is  looking  for  an  administrat- 
ive manager  to  perform  the  following 
duties : 

*typing   {40  wpm) ;  maintain  letter 
correspondances  for  organization; 
coordinate    meetings  of  meml^ership, 
organize  mass  mailings,  attend  monthly 
(pm)  and  other  occasional  evening 
meetings. 

Requirements:' 

Bi-lingual  preferred 

High  School  diploma  or  equivalency 

Experience  working  with  community 

organizations 
if  interested  call  426-4363  or  send 
resume  to  BJC,   Box  225,   Boston,  02112. 
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Close-Out  (Cont) 


SEPAC  representatives  Jane  Bowers 
and  Michael  Kane  reminded  Hall  and 
the  BRA  that  had  they  included  SEPAC 
in  the  close-out  process,  tenant 
groups  ar.  well  as  homeowner  groups 
would  have  been  well  notified. 

During  the  course  of  testimony 
it  became  obvious  that  the  BRA  had 
excluded  several  well-known  tenant 
groups  including  the  Concord  Houses 
Tenants  Union  and  the  mostly  Spanish 
speaking  tenants  of  the  Rutland  Hous- 
ing development.     None  of  the  BRA 
notices  or  correspondence  concerning 
the  hearing  or  the  EIS  were  printed 
in  Spanish  or  Chinese. 

Tent  City  Task  Force  member 
Robert  Richards  delivered  a  state- 
ment from  the  TCTF  and  announced 
at  the  outset  that  the  statement 
would  take  more  than  three  minutes 
to  read,  "but  J'm  going  to  read  the 
whole  statement  because  we  have  spent 
much  time  on  it  and  feel  it's  import-  ^ 
ant  for  it  to  be  put  into  the  record." 
At  the  three-minute  mark  Hall  began 
to  chide  Richards  to  speed  it  up. 
He  then  demanded  Richards  leave  the 
podium.     People  in  the  audience 
began  to  shout  at  Hall  to  let 
Richards  finish,  many  yelling  that 
they  will  give  their  three  minutes 
to  Richards.     Richards  finally 
finished  his  address,  which  took 
only  seven  minutes  to  read,  amidst 
the  clamor  caused  by  Hall. 

At  9:55,  with  SEPAC  member 
Michael  Kane  on  the  podium.  Hall 
announced  the  hearing  would  have 
to  end  at  10  pm  because  "the  janitor 
has  to  go  home."  All  further  discussion 
was  cut  off  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 


SEPAC  sent  a  written  complaint 
to  BRA  Director  Robert  Ryan  protesting 
the  three-minute  time  limit  for 
speeches  and  the  abrupt  ending  to  the 
hearing:  "This  arrangement  was  totally 
unfair  to  the  community;  in  fact, 
it  was  an  insult.  The  BRA,  and  its 
highly-paid  consultants,  spent  more 
than  six  months  patting  the 
document  together.     Upon  its  com- 
pletion, the  BRA  failed  dismally  to 
make  it  available  to  the  community. 
On  SEPAC ' s  meager  budget  we  managed 
to  print  our  analysis  of  the  EIS 
and  distribute  10,000  copies  prior 
to  the  meeting.  The  BRA  should  have 
done  the  same. . . . 

"SEPAC,   the  community-elected 
organization  overseeing  the 
Urban  Renewal  Program  in  the  South 
End  since  1969,  urges  you  to 
re-schedule  another  public  meeting 
on  the  Draft  EIS  for  the  close-out 
of  the  Project.  We  either  want 
another  public  hearing  prior  to 
the  Kay  21  deadline  for  comments,  or 
we  want  the  deadline  moved  back  to 
allow  more  time  for  copies  of  the 
EIS  to  be  distributed.  The  meeting 
should  be  held  at  a  location  where 
it  can  last  all  night  if  need  be  and 
people  can  be  allowed  to  speak 
their  mind  without  intimidation 
from  BRA  employees." 

Ryan,  in  a  letter  to  SEPAC, 
refused  to  schedule  another 
meeting 

PROCESS  IS  A  SHAM 

In  its  presentations  to  the 
Boston  City  Council,  the  BRA  has 
proudly  pointed  to  the  "extensive 
citizen  participation"  throughout 
the  close-out  process.     They  point 
to  the  more  than  200  people  who 
attended  the  April  26  hearing. 


Concerned  SouthEnder  catches 
up  on  the  latest  news. 
But  those  hearings  were  nothing 
more  than  a  showcase  for  the  BRA 
to  tell  the  community  what  its 
intentions  are.     There  was  no 
pretense  that  the  BRA  would 
listen.     They  were  just  going 
through  the  motions. 

In  its  comments  on  the  EIS 
submitted  to  the  Office  of  Federal 
Relations,  SEPAC  stated,  "The 
citizen  participation  mechanism 
used  by  the  BRA  throughout  the 
close-out  process  was,  at  best, 
inadequate ...  it  was  in  fact  a  very 
top-down  procedure  with  little, 
if  any,  meaningful  input  from  the 
community . " 

One  just  had  to  witness  the 
April  26  hearing  to  verify  SEPAC s 
statement.     The  legacy  of  Urban 
Renewal  will  be  with  all  of  those 
who  remain  in  the  South  End  -  those 
people  should  have  a  major  role  in 
shaping  that  future.     But  the  BRA 
thinks  otherwise  and  proceeds  to 
run  roughshod  toward  close-out 
leaving  in  its  wake  the  rights 
of  South  Enders  to  take  part  in 
the  process. 

 Barry  Brodsky 
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Bob  Fortes 


The  South  End  lost  one  of 
its  most  creative  and  energetic 
leaders  Saturday  evening,  Sep.  15 
when  Robert  L.  Fortes,  former 
State  Rep  and  Associate 
Director  of  USES  died  suddenly 
at  his  home. 

Bob  Fortes  came  to  Boston 
in  1965  from  New  Haven  where 
he  Idft  a  position  of  the  high 
visibility  and  respect  he  would 
soon  attain  in  Boston.  He 
burst  on  the  scene  to  become 
director  of  the  Harriet  Tub- 
man House  and  his  vision  of 
people  working  together  around 
issues  to  make  things  happen 
worked  very  well  to  heal  the 
wounds  the  agency  and  community 
suffered  at  that  time. 


Bob  Fortes  was  the  prime 
example  of  how  people  could 
come  as  newcomers  tothe  South 
End,  and  with  fresh  ideas  and 
committment  could  contribute 
to  the  shaping    of  the  community 
in  a  very  real  way. 

His  first  task  in  the 
South  End  was  an  organizing 
one.  Understanding  the  import- 
ance of  organizing  people  to 
demand  for  themselves  instead 
of  obtaining  what  they  wanted 
for  them,  he  mobilized  the 
community  first  around  the 
South  End  bypass,  and  then 
around  the  proposed  1-95 
expansion.  Many  South  Enders 
recall  this  period  and  Bob's 
role  in  it  as  a  particularly 
memorable  one  in  terms  of 
community  activity  and  unity 
around  issues . 


He  left  USES  in  1968  to 
become  executive  director  of 
the  Roxbury  Federation  of 
Neighborhood  Centers.  He 
returned  to  the  South  End 
in  1971  as  associate  director 
of  USES  an  continued  there  until| 
his  death.  In  1974  he  served  as 
executive  manager  of  the  Local 
Development  of  the  South  End 
Corp. ,  an  organization  that 
sought  funds  to  finance  ^ 
minority-controlled  businesses,  i 

Before  long  he  decided  to  | 
move  from  community  organizing  | 
to  the  political  arena,  where 
he  felt  he  and  the  minority 
communities  in  general  had  a 
great  deal  of  work  to  do  and 
a  great  deal  to  be  gained, 
(continaed  on  page  three) 
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Dear  Friends, 

I  regret  not  being  able  to  speak 
with  your  reporter.     However,  I'd  like 
to  share  my  concerns  with  you  in  a 
brief  letter. 

I  .am  a  worker  at  the  GE  plant  in 
Lynn  and  a  union  member.     I'm  active  in 
ny  union  because  I  believe  the  unions 
have  the  power  to  improve  the  living 
standards  of  the  working  class  as  a 
whole.     I've  also  been  active  in  the 
civil  rights  movement,  especially  as  it 
pertains  to  the  rights  of  Hispanics. 

I  believe  that  the  Democrats  and  Re- 
publicans both  represnet  the  interests 
of  the  big  banks  and  corporations. 
Life  has  been  getting  steadily  worse 
for  the  average  worker  in  this  city  - 
and  the  Democrats  have  had  City  Hall 
locked  up  for  a  long  time.     That's  why 
I'm  running  with  the  endorsement  of 
the  Socialist  workers  Party. 


I  advocate  that  working  people  break 
with  the  Democrats  and  establish  a  la- 
bor party  based  on  the  unions.     Such  a 
party  could  fight  for  a  pro  labor  pro- 
gram, which  would  include  the  following 

Guaranteed  full  employment  by  cut- 
ting the  work  week  to  30  hours  with  no 
reduction  in  pay.     Build  a  massive  pub- 
lic works  program  of  schools,  hospitals 
recreational  facilities,  child  care 
centers,   senior  citizens  centers,  etc. 

Pay  for  this  by  taxing  the  rich. 
Take  the  tax  burden  off  wages,  and  the 
small  home  owner.     Eliminate  the  sales 
tax.     Eliminate  the  military  budget  and 
use  the  billions  wasted  there  for  human 
needs.   

Guarantee  co-^t  of  living  raises  in 
contracts  and  government  benefits  to 
offset  the  cost  of  inflation.     Open  the 
books  of  the  energy  trust  to  union- 


consumer  committees  -  let's  see  if 
heating  oil"  ancl  gasoline  have  to  cost 
90*  or  SI  a  riallon:     Nationalize  the 
energy  trust. 

Stop  kicking  people  out  of  the  South 
End  and  other  areas.     I  support  tough 
rent  control  and  oppose  vacancy  decon- 
trol.    No  forced  condominium  conversion. 

Support  desegregation  of  Boston's 
schools  and  bilingual  education  pro- 
grams.    For  affirmative  action  programs 
with  quotas  to  guarantee  equality  in 
employment  for  minorities  and  women. 

Support  women's  right  to  abortion 
and  passage  of  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment. 

Those  are  some  of  the  major  goals 
I  support.     They  can  be  won  if  the 
working  class  and  our  allies  break  with 
the  Democrats  and  Republicans  and  fight 
for  our  own  interests.     Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 

Luis  Castro 

Socialist  Workers  Party 
"Castro  for  Mayor" 


tent  city  stalks  developer 


After  more  than  a  decade  as  a  park- 
ing lot,  development  plans  are  taking 
siiape  for  a  well-designed  community  of 
low,  moderate  and  market-rate  housing 
units  on  the  3  - 3-acre  Tent  City  site. 
The  site  is  bounded  by  Columbus  Avenue, 
Dartmouth  Street,   the  SW  Corridor 
tracks  and  Yarmouth  Street. 

There  are  many  encouraging  signs. 
The  most  significant  are  that  the  Tent 
City  Task  i^orce  has  formed  a  broadly 
based  non-profit  corporation  and  has 
interviewed  developers.     The  newly 
formed  Tent  City  Corporation  is  now 
negotiating  with  the  development  team 
of  Macomber  Development  Corp.  and 
Housing  Economics  which  is  interested 
in  carrying  out  our  mixec  income  hous- 
ing program. 

THE  TENT  CITY  IDEA 

The  Tent  City  idea,  with  a  push  from 
the  adjacent  proposed  Copley  Place  pro- 
ject, has  attracted  in  the  past  several 
months  a  broader  base  of  personal  and 
financial  support  from  Trinity  Church 
and  Old  South  Church  to  start  the  de- 
velopment process. 

TRNT  CITY  CORPORATION  FORMED 

The  Tent  City  Corporation,  a  non- 
profit organization  with  offices  at 
Old  South  Church   (Dartmouth  s  Boylston) , 
was  incorporated  in  the  past  month. 
The  first  board  of  directors  meeting 
was  held  August  27  at  the  Harriet  Tub- 
man House 

C0M?1U!IITY  MEETING  IN  OCTOBER 

Neighborhood  meetings  are  beginning 
this  month  to  acquaint  people  with  the 
summer's  developments, 

An  open  community-wide  meeting  will 
be  held  in  October  to  seek  further  com- 
munity participation,  to  seek  people 
interested  in  becoming  corporation  mem- 
bers  (who  elect  the  board)  and  to  seek 
further  tenants  and  homeowners  for  the 
units  that  should  be  built  in  the  next 
2  to  4  years. 

The  date^  time  and  place  of  the  com 
munity  meeting  will  be  announced  soon. 
Notice  of  the  meeting  will  be  distribu- 
ted throughout  the  community  so  that 
interested  residents  can  examine  the 
various  development  plans  drawn  up  dur- 
ing the  current  feasibility  studies  by 
local  architect  David  Conover  and 
other  consultants.     (Conover  has 


stated  he  cannot  undertake  the  job  of 
project  architect,  but  he  was  able  to 
do  the  preliminary  studies.) 

These  studies  examine  the  financing 
and  architectural  options  which  may  be 
used  to  carry  out  our  ambitious  pro- 
gram, which  seeks  a  significant  portion 
of  home  ownership  on  the  site. 

TENT  CITY  CORP.  DIRECTORS 

At  the  first  Tent  City  Corporation 
meeting  on  August  27,  the  initial 
Board  of  Directors  chosen  by  the  Task 
Force  was  announced.     President:  Ro- 


The  Tent  City  Task  Force  will  replace 
i^ommuter  parking  with  community  housing. 

bert  Richards,  Task  Force  member,  long 
time  South  End  resident  and  tenant  on 
the  Tent  City  site.     Vice  president: 
Ena  Harris,  Task  Force  member,  SEPAC 
Board  member,  homeowner  and  lifelong 
resident  of  the  Cosmopolitan  Neighbor- 
hood.    Clerk:     Kathleen  Field,  Task 
Force  member  and  South  End  tenant. 
Treasurer:     John  Norton  of  Boston  Safe 
Deposit  Co.  and  treasurer  of  Trinity 
Church. 

Other  members  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors are:     Eileen  Brigandi,  TCTF  and 
South  End  homeowner;  Kenneth  Campbell, 
Ellis  Neighborhood  homeowner  and  rep- 
resentative of  Old  South  Church;  Don- 
ald Halfkenny,  Frankie  O'Day  Block 
co-chair;  Theodore  Rhoades, Episcopal 
Diocese  and  Turner  Construction  Co. ; 
Katherine  Robinson,  TCTF  ,  long-time 
homeowner ,  Cosmopolitan  Neighborhood ; 
Ann  Wheelock,   long-time  South  End  res- 
ident and  Tent  City  site  tenant. 

The  Board  meeting  heard  a  presenta- 
tion from  attorney  Marilyn  Newman,  who 
has  since  moved  to  Philadelphia,  and 
who  co-chaired  the  subcommittee  which 
interviewed  seven  developers  over  the 
summer. 


MACOMBER/ KUEHN  FIRST  CHOICE 

The  first  choice  of  the  ten-person 
subcommittee  of  the  Task  Force  was  the 
joint  venture  of  Macomber  Development 
Co.    (a  division  of  the  George  Macomber 
construction  company)  and  Housing  Eco- 
nomics represented  by  Bob  Kuehn.  The 
two  firms  have  worked  together  on  com- 
munity housing  by  developing  Marcus 
Garvey  in  Roxbury  and  Anderson  Park  on 
Beacon  Hill.     Both  are  well  respected 
in  the  industry. 


The  Board  approved  that  Tent  City 
Corporation  begin  negotiations  with 
Macomber /Housing  Economics  with  a  view 
to  forming  a  development  group  consis- 
ting of  Tent  City  Corp./Macomber/HE. 

If  these  negotiations  can  be  satis- 
factorily accomplished,  the  develop- 
ment group  would  seek  designation  by 
the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  as 
the  developer  of  the  Tent  City  site. 

Although  all  these  signs  are  en- 
couraging, the  construction  and  reha- 
bilitation of  up  to  270  units  will 
take  time.     Given  the  complexity  of 
securing  several  types  of  funding  and 
the  complexity  of  the  approval  process, 
construction  would  be  unlikely  to 
start  before  the  Fall  of  1980  or  the 
Spring  of  1981.     The  northern  part  of 
the  parcel  by  the  railroad  tracks  would 
be  the  last  stage  of  development,  pro- 
bably in  1983,  when  the  MBTA  SW  Corri- 
dor cover  is  scheduled  to  be  completed. 
 Ken  Camobell 
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During  the  past  year,  staff  at 
United  South  End  Settlements  has 
worked  to  form  a  Community  Develop- 
ment Corportation  (CDC)  to  serve 
the  South  End/Lower;  Roxbury  commun- 
ity.    The  name  of  this  new  CDC  is 
United  South  End/Lower  Roxbury 
Development  Corp.    (UDC) . 

UDC  will  operate  in  many  ways 
like  "for-profit"  corporations.  The 
major  differences,  however,  are  that 
1)  UDC's  goal  is  to  create  and 
improve  local  resources,  and  2) 
UDC  will  operate  under  the  guidance 
of  a  community-based  and  community- 
selected  board  of  directors. 
Any  profits  or  benefits  derived 
from  UDC  ventures  or  programs 
will  be  directed  back  into  the 
community. 

UDC  will  have  13  directors,  the 
majority  of  which  will  be  neighbor- 
hood residents.  UDC  is  currently 
beginning  a  membership  drive  and 
will  hold  its  first  annual  election 


in  the  Spring  of  1980.  Until 
that  time,  an  interim  board  of. 
directors  has  been  asked  to  serve. 
This  interim  board  will  include 
residents  at-large  and  represent- 
atives from  neighborhood  develop- 
ment organizations. 

All  residents  of  the  South  End 
and  Lower  Roxbury  over  18  years  old 
and  any  persons  who  are  owners  of 
businesses  in  the  community  may 
become  members  of  UDC.  Members 
will  be  eligible  to  vote  in  the 
annual  election  of  the  board  of 
directors,  receive  newsletters  and 
updates  of  UDC  activities,  and 
participate  in  committees  which 
may  be  formed  on  specific  issues 
and  projects.  A  S2  membership  fee. 
will  be  charged  to  help  defray  the 
cost  of  mailings. 

Community  development  corpora- 
tions are  organized  and  controlled 
by  local  residents  to  develop  the 
economy  of  their  own  community. 
UDC  will  be  able  to  undertake 


a  number  of  programs  and  ventures 
to  identify  and  develop  local  re- 
sources. These  can  include  starting 
new  businesses,  assisting  existing 
businesses,  helping  residents 
maintain  and  improve  their  homes, 
increasing  job  and  housing  oppor- 
tunities, and  sponsoring  new  com- 
munity facilities  and  services. 

In  late  October,  UDC  will  make 
a  joint  presentation  with  the  Tent 
City  Task  Force  at  a  community-wide 
meeting.  UDC  staff  and  board 
members  will  be  present  to  answer 
any  questions  and  sign-up  forms 
will  be  available  for  anyone 
interested  in  becoming  a  member. 
Watch  for  flyers  and  the  next 
SEPAC  NEWSLETTER  for  the  exact 
time,  date,  and  place! 

For  more  information,  call 
266-5451  or  stop  by  48  Rutland  St. 


tortes 

He  ran  successfully  for 
state  representative  from 
Mattapan  in  1974  and  won  a 
second  term,  serving  until  1978. 
In  1977,  Rep.  Fortes  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  Mass. 
Black  Legislative  Caucus,  where 
he  focused  the  Caucus  on 
political  education  of  the 
black  community  and  activities 
that  would  instil  community 
pride  and  self-respect. 

A  Cape  Verdean,  he  was 
making  linkages  between  the 
many  factions  of  the  Third 
World  communities  at  a  time 
when  having  a  Cape  Verdean 
man  talking  about  brown-skinned 
people  pulling  together  was 
considered  heresy.  He  knew 
early  on  that  if  he  was  to 
talk  about  the  empowerment  of 
people,  which  was  his  main 
focus  in  his  work,  that  he  had 
to  talk  about  people  finding 
commonalities  and  coming  to- 
gether around  issues,  rather 
than  letting  the  establish- 
ment continue  its  game  of 
divide-and-conquer  on  the 
Third  World  community. 

This  concern  for  people 
pooling  their  human  resources 
and  keeping  unity  among  Third 
Wbrld  people  was  a  major 
factor  in  his  eventual 
decision  not  to  run  against 
another  Black  candidate  for  the 
State  Senate. 

While  in  the  legislature, 
.his  record  on  issues  affecting 
the  Third  World  community  was 
very  clear  and  strong.  He 
made  it  a  point  to  develop 
friendships  in  what  some  may 
have  considered  to  be 
strange  places,  thinking 
that  the  community  may 
benefit  at  some  point  from 
the  political  alliances  he  had 
made.  This  was  to  be  proven 
true  many  times  over,  even 
through  the  recent  South  End 
Urban  Renewal  Project  close- 
out  battle  in  the  Boston 
City  Council. 

Eventually  he  made  the 
decision  to  leave  Mattapan 


the  South  End  area.  He  knew 
he  would  be  needed  here  when 
things  started  to  shake  down 
around  closeout.  He  was  right. 

Whether  it  was  clear  or 
not  at  the  time.  South  Enders 
should  understand  now  that 
Bob  Fortes  was  really  the 
prime  mover  behind  the  commun- 
ity fight  around  closeout. 

His  perspective  in  that 
series  of  events  was  never 
lost,  and  his  approach  was 
one  that  he  had  used  through- 
out his  political  life:  that 
people  had  to  participate 
in  the  process  to  expect  to 
get  their  fair  share  from  the 
system. 

Once  again,  he  rallied  the 
South  End  from  all  its 
corners  to  go  downtown  and 
demand  what  they  wanted  for 
themselves  and  for  their 
children.   In  the  process,  he 
did  a  tremendous  amount  of 
work,  pulled  practically 
every  political  string  he 
had  collected  over  his  career, 
and  when  the  time  for  recogni- 
tion arrived,  he  stepped  back 
and  gave  the  credit  to  every- 
one else. 

We  learned  a  lot  from 
working  with  Bob  Fortes  on 
the  closeout  issue.  At  one 
point,  many  of  us  were  ready 
to  write  off  the  lady  from 
South  Boston  who  sits  on  the 
City  Council  as  a  "lost  cause." 
Bob  chided  us  on  the  import- 
ance of  not  writing  off  any- 
one.  It  turned  out,  after 
we  took  his  advice  and  made 
an  appointment  to  see 
Councilor  Hicks,  that  her 
vote  would  be  the  deciding  one, 
and  she  would  come  out  on  our 
side. 

We  learned  the  lesson  that 
if  we  really  gathered  our 
forces  and  made  people  deal 
with  us  on  the  issues,  we 
could  expect  to  get  a 
response  from  our  elected 
officials. 

Kay  Gibbs,  one  of  Bob's 
closest  friends,  said,  "Bob 
always  believed  the  impossible 
could  happen.  This  was  perhaps 
the  most  annoying  thing 
about  him. 


Bob  Fortes'  death  leaves  a 
gap  in  the  operation  of  United 
South  End  Settlements,   in  the 
South  End,  and  in  the  Black 
community  that  is  inestimable. 
Those  of  us  who  worked  with 
him  will  remember  the  tireless 
energy  he  had  for  our  community  - 
energy  that  seemed  only  to 
increase  as  the  tasks  grew 
more  difficult.  Those  of  us 
who  had  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  him  personally  feel 
a  terrible  sadness  that  he 
is  gone. 

Perhsps  the  best  way  for 
us  to  remember  Bob  Fortes  is 
to  remember  what  he  taught 
us  -  that  we  must  always  come 
together  when  it  is  possible 
to  do  so  -  that  we  must  always 
remember  who  the  real  enemy  is, 
as  he  did,  and  not  let  ourselves 
fall  into  the  trap  of  infighting; 
and  that  we  have  to  participate 
fully  in  the  political  process 
if  we  expect  to  demand  our  fair 
share. 

When  we  were  dealing  with 
the  City  Council  around  Close- 
out in  the  South  End,  the 
point  was  often  made  by 
councillors  that  people  who 
supported  popular  community 
position  on  Closeout  didn't 
vote  for  City  Councillors. 
This  has  been,  by  and  large, 
true  of  our  community.  We 
can  change  that  image,  keep 
Bob  Fortes'  memory  alive,  and 
make  ourselves  a  force  to 
be  reckoned  with 
by  taking  his  advice  to  heart 
and  really  turning  out  as 
a  community  on  the  issues 
this  coming  election. 

—Dorothy  A.  Flynn 
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SEPAC  Interview— Steve  Farrell 


Steve  Farrell  is  making 
his  second  run  for  a  seat  on 
the  City  Council.  A  South  End 
resident  for  almost  10  years, 
Farrell  formerly  organized 
a  drug  abuse  program  for  the 
Youth  Activities  Commission. 

Among  his  supporters  is 
Senior  Citizen  leader  Frank 
Manning,  who  says,  "I'm  voting 
for  Steve .  We  need  someone  in 
City  Hall  who  will  stand  up 
for  senior  citizens." 


SEPAC:  What's  your  assessment  of  the 
kind  of  power  the  City  Council  has  in 
this  City? 

FARRELL:     The  Council  has  only  one 
formal  power  -  to  pass  or  not  to  pass 
the  Mayor's  budget.     Their  power  is  to 
refuse  to  pass  it.    Regardless  who  is 
elected  Mayor,  there  is  too  much  power 
in  that  office.     One  of  the  tilings  we 
have  to  look  at  is  a  re-balancing  of 
that  power  between  the  City  Council  and 
the  Mayor.     Under  the  present  structure, 
however,  a  Councilor  can  do  anything 
they  want  in  the  area  of  community  ed- 
ucation and  that's  the  primary  thing  I 
can  see  a  City  Councilor  doing  -  tell- 
ing people  what  the  problems  are  and 
what  can  be  done  about  it.     The  power 
is  really  with  the  Mayor  ~  the  City 
Council  can't  even  get  a  sewer 
unplugged. 

SEPAC:     How  would  you  go  about  educa- 
ting people? 

FARRELL:    As  a  City-wide  elected  per- 
son I  would  use  the  media.     Look  at  the 
David  Brudnoy  show,  for  example.  That 
show  reaches  alot  of  people  and  he  is 
very  open  about  bringing  people  on  the 
show.     Then  you  have  a  network  of  com- 
munity groups.     You  know,  people  say 
to  City  Councilors  that  the  only  time 
they're  seen  is  around  election  time. 
And  that's  really  true.     City  Council- 
ors can  use  the  office  to  meet  with 
people  and  ask  citizen's  groups  to  set 
up  special  meetings  to  talk  and  ex- 
change ideas  with  them. 
SEPAC:     With  all  nine  City  Councilors 
running  for  re-election,  what  is  it 
about  the  present  City  Council  that 
spurs  you  to  run  for  one  of  those  =eats? 
FARRELL:    I  think  it  is  possible  to 
make  some  changes  in  the  City.     We  have 
to  begin  with  how  the  City  is  struc- 
tured -  with  the  City  Charter  itself. 
I  believe  in  District  Representation, 
which  is  a  piece  of  Charter  reform, 
certainly  not  all.     If  we  had  District 
Representation  and  nothing  else,  how- 
ever, all  we'd  begin  to  do  is  to  frus- 
trate people  from  all  neighborhoods 
rather  than  people  mainly  from  Dor- 
chester and  South  Boston,  which  is 

where  most  City  Councilors  historically 
come  from.     If  District  Representation 
were  put  on  the  ballot  two  years  from 
now  and  agreed  to,  if  someone  spent  the 


Growing  with  the  South  End . 
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are.     I,  myself,  am  facing  a  $135  rent 
increase,     I  think  that's  crazy.  The 
reason  that's  given  to  me  is  that  s 
what  the  market  will  bear.     That  might 
be  true.     But  that  doesn't  mean  my 
landlord  needs  it,  it  doesn't  mean  my 
apartment  is  really  worth  it.     What  am 
I  going  to  do,  because  I  can't  pay  it. 
I've  been  there  for  nine  years  and  I 
don't  want  to  move.     If  I  move,  I'll 
probably  have  to  move  out  of  the  neigh 
borhood  and  that's  what  is  so  disas- 
trous about  it.     There' re  so  many 

people  who,  when  forced  to  move,  are 
not  just  being  forced  out  of  a  home, 
they're  being  forced  out  of  a  neighbor- 
hood and  away  from  their  friends. 
SEPAC:     Do  you  support  BHA  receivership? 
FARRELL:     If  there  is  no  other  reason 
at  all  not  to  vote  for  any  incumbents 
this  election,  it's  for  the  conditions 
they've  allowed  to  BHA  to  deteriorate  to. 
SEPAC:     What  are  the  causes  of  the 
deterioration? 

FARRELL:     Part  of  it  is  bad  management. 
The  BHA  Board  hasn't  hired  a  person  to 
come  in  and  do  the  job.     There  are  too 
many  political  pressures  standing  in 
the  way  of  doing  the  job.     I'm  not  sure 
a  government  agency  can  run  a  public 
housing  project.     I  think  one  possibil- 
ity would  be  for  management  to  be  con- 
tracted out  to  private  companies .  I 
don't  know  of  any  City  whose  public 
housing  is  as  bad  as  Boston's.    And  it's 
two  years  really  organizing  Neighbor-     a  city-wide  issue.     The  residents  of 
hood  and  Civic  Associations  around  the    this  City  have  a  lot  in  common  and  I 
City,  maybe  even  having  the  lines  clear  think  it's  unfortunate  that  there  has 
before  the  vote  so  there  is  no  question  been  some  pretty  superficial  division 
about  that,  once  you  have  District  Rep- keeping  us  enormously  separated.  Ra- 
resentation  on  City  Council  and  School    cial  stuff.     You  know  with  things  like 
Committee,  people  are  going  to  say  to     jobs,  housing,  health  care,  to  think 
them,  "I  want  my  sewers  cleaned,  I  that  people  in  Hyde  Park  are  getting 

want  my  trees  trimmed,  I  want  an  aban-   better  treatment  than  people  in  Rox- 
doned  house  fixed."    When  it's  clear       bury  is  just  crazy. 

that  those  City  Councilors  have  no  in-   SEPAC:     What  steps  can  a  City  Councilor 


fluence  over  Department  Heads,  then  it 
will  be  clear  people  will  have  to  do 
more  than  elect  District  Representa- 
tives,    you  have  to  change  the  entire 


take  to  deal  with  racial  tensions  in 
the  City?    What  could  you  have  done 
during  the  recent  murders  in  the  South 
End  and  Roxbury  that  would  differ  from 


Charter.     Ultimately ,  I  think  the  City  what  other  councilors  did? 
Council  should  have  the  powers  vested  FARRELL:     I'd  be  out  in  the  community 
in  the  Finance  Commission  -  personnel  supporting  groups  like  CRISIS  who  are 
policy  review,  program  review,  con-  trying  to  show  solidarity  in  the  corn- 
tract  review  should  rest  with  elected  munity.     I  didn't  see  a  single  City 
people  rather  than  a  body  appointed  by  Councilor  speak  out.     There's  a  lot  of 
the  Governor.  power  inherent  in  being  a  City  offi- 
SEPAC:     What's  your  position  on  rent  cial  and  none  of  them  used  that  power 


control,  on  the  Home  Protection  Act? 
FARRELL:     I  believe  strongly  in  rent 
control,     I'm  opposed  to  vacancy  de- 
control.    We  have  a  very  serious  hous- 
ing problem  in  this  City,     I  believe 
there  are  good  landlords  who  don't 
have  enough  money  to  fix  up  their  places 
and  are  genuinely  being  hurt.     But  I'd 
rather  see  them  hurt  than  see  people 
getting  thrown  out  on  the  streets.  We 
need  to  come  to  some  solution  so  land- 
lords who  do  take  care  of  their  places 
get  equitable  return.     Not  all  land- 
lords are  forcing  people  out  just  to 
rehab  and  get  higher  rents.     But  many 


to  help  groups  like  CRISIS  deal  with 
the  problem. 


lAFTER  SCHOOL  BABY  SITTER  -f 

available 
2pm  -  6pm 

^send  name,  address,  and  ^ 

^hone  #  to  SEPAC,   32  ^ 

fcutland  St.  attn:  ^ 

AMichelle.  I'll  call.  A 


Paul  Export 
Clothing  Co. 

518  Trenont,  Boston  0211 

rel  542  9035 
Store      M  F   S  45  AM-5:45  f-M 
Hours    Sal.  S:45AM-3PM 


City  Hospital  Phamiacy 
748  Tremont  St. 
open  10am  to  6Pm 

247  -  7807  or    24T  -  7830 


mmm 
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SEPAC  DISTRICT  CANDIDATES 


District  1 

(Includes  Saranac,  New 
Castle  Court,  Piano 
Craft  Guild,  ROXSE 
Tower,  Camden  St. 
ROXSE  Wing) 

AGNES  DIGGS 

407  Massachusetts  Avenue 
District  1 

My  concerns  are  the  concerns  of  my 
neighbors.     I  would  like  to  see  in- 
creased citizen  participation  because 
I  feel  there's  alot  of  untapped  energy 
in  the  community  and  I  don't  feel  that 
we  are  afflicted  with  the  "me-first" 
malaise.     SEPAC  has  won  a  few,  but  can 
certainly  use  a  transfusion  of  new 
blood  in  order  to  put  together  a  com- 
prehensive slate  of  new  programs  to 
meet  the  constantly  changing  needs  of 
a  unique    eclectic  community. 

District  2 

(Includes  Ctoremont 
Neighborhood,  part  of 
Mass.  Ave.,  755  Tre- 
mont,  Concord  Homes) 


MAYA  STAVER 

10  Claremont  Park 

District  2 

I've  been  living  in  the  South  End 
for  fifteen  years.     Although  now  a 
homeowner,  I've  been  on  all  sides  of 
the  tenant/landlord  relationship. 
Having  been  displaced  myself,  I  am 
particularly  sensitive  to  the  current 
plight  of  so  many  of  my  neighbors. 
For  me ,  serving  on  the  SEPAC  Board 
would  be  a  clear  demonstration  of  my 
commitment  to  my  long-standing  friends 
and  neighbors  in  the  South  End. 


District  3 

(Includes  Methunion, 
Cosmopolitan  Neigh- 
borhood, part  of  Ellis) 


MARCIA  WILEY 

725  Tremont  Street 

District  2 

I  have  lived  in  the  South  End  for  24 
years  and  am  very  concerned  about  the 
inadequate  housing  for  low  and  moderate 
income  people.     I  am  concerned  about 
the  displacement  of  people  who  have 
lived  in  the  South  End  for  most  of  their 
lives  and  are  now  being  forced  to  relo- 
cate because  they  cannot  afford  the 
very  high  rents  in  the  South  End. 

For  the  last  "two  years  I  have  been 
elected  to  serve  as  co-chairperson  of 
the  Concord  Houses  Tenants  Union.  I 
have  been  working  with  SEPAC  on  the  Ur- 
ban Renewal  Closeout  Committee. 

If  I  am  elected  to  SEPAC  as  District 
Representative,  I  will  do  all  I  can  to 
help  to  improve  conditions  in  our  com- 
munity.    I  will  do  all  I  can  to  fight 
for  rent  control  and  to  stop  the  dis- 
placement of  people  due  to  conversion 
of  apartments  to  condominiiMis. 


MARY  MANUEL 
405  Columbus  Avenue 
District  3 

I  have  been  a  resident  of  the  South  , 
End  for  the  past  9  years;  I've  lived 
at  Methunion  Manor  for  8  years.     I  am 
very  active  in  the  Methunion  tenant 
affairs. 

I  don't  feel  it  necessary  to  make  a 
lot  of  wild  promises,  or  even  attempt 
to  explain  what  we  on  the  past  SEPACs 
did  or  did  not  acomplish.  However,  I 
want  to  express  a  few  ideas  about  the 
directions  I  feel  a  stronger  SEPAC 
should  proceed  in.     They  are  as  follows 

1.  Better  City  and  Federal  services 
for  the  South  End. 

2.  Better  housing  for  all  Third 
World  and  Poor  People. 

3.  Better  responses  from  the  City 
and  BRA  on  all  condemned  or  fire- 
gutted  buildings  with  community  reno- 
iration  in  mind. 


EN A  HARRIS 

21  Braddock  Park 

District  3 

As  a  life-long  resident  of  the  South 
End,  I  am  interested  and  involved  in 
the  community,  am  a  present  SEPAC  rep- 
resentative and  have  served  other  terms 
which  included  membership  on  the  Special 
Committee  on  Housing  for  the  South  End, 
Home  Owners,  and  Executive  Committees. 
Other  community  groups  with  which  I  am 
involved  are:     Cosmopolitan  Neighborho^-d 
Association,  Tent  City  Task  Force,  and 
the  Cover  Committee  for  Orange  Line 
Rexil  ac^ment . 

I  am  running  again  for  SEPAC  to  par- 
ticipate in  their  role  in  closeout  of 
the  Urban  Renewal  Plan.     It  is  most  im- 
portant that  this  elected  body  actively 
supervise  this  process  to  insure  that 
low  and  moderate  income  residents  will 
be  provided  what  was  promised  to  them. 
Also,  I  am  concerned  about  long-time 
and  elderly  homeowners  of  low  and  mod- 
erate income  who  need  to  be  assisted 
financially  so  that  they  won't  have  to 
lose  their  homes.     These  people  have 
worked  a  lifetime  to  buy  their  homes  - 
yet  have  been  turned  down  for  312  and 
other  types  of  loans.     They  are  the 
backbone  of  the  South  End  community 
and  should  not  be  overlooked.     The  well- 
to-do  new  residents  are  given  more  fi- 
nancial assistance  at  the  expence  of 
long-time  residents. 

Methunion  Manor  tenants  are  a  large 
part  of  the  District  3  population  and 
are  busily  working  for  a  satisfactory 
financial  arrangement  with  the  help  of 
government  agencies.     SEPAC  is  con- 
cerned and  assisting  them. 

Tent  City  is  of  vital  concern  to 
SEPAC  and  the  Tent  City  Task  Force  and 
much  work  is  being  done  in  that 
direction. 

SEPAC  needs  the  help  of  the  community. 
Please  come  out  and  vote  September  25 
for  your  District  Representative. 


^wcxu  ^uinng  din. 


JOSEPH  StERRA.  JR. 


JOS£  SIERRA 
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District  4 

(Center  of  Ellis  Neigh- 
borhood) 


ELIZABETH   "'LIBBY"  SEIFEL 
23  Dartmouth  Place  #1 
District  4 

My  involvement  with  the  South  End 
Community  began  while  I  was  a  graduate 
student  at  MIT.     As  a  Masters  in  City 
Planning  candidate  {'79)   I  participated 
in  an  urban  design  studio  which  focused 
on  the  development  of  the  Tent  City 
site  (located  at  Dartmouth,  Colximbus 
and  Yarmouth  Streets  in  the  Cosmopoli- 
tan Neighborhood) . 

As  students  and  faculty  we  worked 
with  the  Tent  City  Task  Force  to  pre- 
pare a  set  of  feasible  development  pro- 
grams for  the  site.     Vlhen  I  moved  into 
the  South  End  I  continued  to  work  with 
the  Task  Force  to  initiate  development 
which  would  be  architecturally  compati- 
ble with  the  surrounding  area  and  would 
create  new  housing  resources  for  long- 
time South  End  residents  and  newcomers. 

As  the  Task  Force  has  long  been  a 
subcommittee  of  SEPAC,   I  became  famil- 
iar with  SEPAC 's  Board  and  staff.  Over 
the  year  I  have  learned  more  about  its 
role  as  a  citizen  review  Board  concern- 
ed with  the  implementation  of  the  South 
End  Urban  Renewal  Plan. 

While  aware  of  the  benefits  redevel- 
opment has  brought  to  the  South  End,  I 
am  also  conscious  of  the  hardship  it 
has  created  for  individuals  forced  to 
relocate.     t-Jhile  supportive  of  many  ef- 
forts to  improve  the  physical  environ- 
ment of  the  South  End,  I  am  also  com- 
mitted to  the  goal  of  providing  more 
affordable  housing  opportunities  for 
long  time  South  End  residents,  parti- 
cularly the  elderly  who  have  lony  in- 
habited the  South  End's  rowhouses. 


District  5 

(Includes  all  of  Castle 
Square,  part  of  Ellis) 


JOE  ANN  SMITH 

9  Appleton  Street 

District  5 

SEPAC  is  a  community  organization 
which  deals  with  arising  issues  and 
concerns  of  the  South  End  Community. 
It  is  a  committee  composed  of  con- 
cerned citizens  who  are  interested  in 
the  personal  welfare  of  people  within 
the  area.     SEPAC  continues  to  demand 
a  voice  in  all  aspects  governing  the 
South  End  and  Lower  Roxbury. 

SEPAC  is  unique  compared  to  other 
community  organizations  in  that  the 
Board  functions  as  a  policy  making 
group  addressing  issues  of  community 
and  property  development  in  the  neigh- 
borhood.    Presently  SEPAC  is  dealing 
with  such  issues  as:    rent  control 


without  deQpntrol.  Boston  Jobs  for  Bos- 
ton residents,  subsidized  housing  for 
low  and  moderate  income  people,  in- 
crease in  City  services,  and  the  Cop- 
ley Plaza  Project. 

In  view  of  the  seriousness  of  such 
a  position,  a  member  of  the  committee 
should  be  prepared  to  exercise  a 
strong  voice  in  fighting  to  protect  the 
best  interest  of  the  community. 

If  elected  I  will  continue  to  ar- 
ticulate the  concerns  of  District  5  and 
the  South  End  Community.     I  would  ap- 
preciate your  vote  on  September  25,  1979. 
Thank  you  I 


•HOTLINE  —267-9150:  Telephone  counselirg  and 
referral  service  Staffed  24-hours  a  day, ..handles  personal 
and  family  crises, 

•DROP-IN  COUNSELING— 2679150:  im 
mediate  help  for  people  In  crisis.  Long  and  short  term 
counseling  every  day  from  9am  untti  midnight  al  32 
Rutland  St..  Sostoji. 

32  RUTLAND  ST./BOSTON,  MA  02118 
BUSINESS  NUMBER  262-3740 


JOHN  RIORDAM 
2  3  Dartmouth  Place  #4 
District  4 

I  both  live  and  work  in  the  South 
End  and  am  very  interested  and  actively 
involved  in  community  affairs.  From 
March  '78  to  January  '79,  I  was  employed 
as  an  economic  development  planner  for 
United  South  End  Settlements   (now  United 
South  End/Lower  Roxbury  Development  Cor- 
poration) .     I  was  involved  in  USES's 
Community  Economic  Development  Youth 
Program,  Housing  Improvement  Program, 
and  Business  Development  Program.  Since 
January,  I  have  been  employed  as  Assis- 
tant Director  of  Commercial  Development 
for  Inquilinos  Boricuas  en  Accion   (IBA) , 
a  local  community  development  organiza- 
tion.    I  have  also  been  involved  in        CORRIE  JAMIESON 
ISA's  efforts  to  develop  Viviendas  La    131  Shawmut  Avenue 
Victoria  II,  a  low  and  moderate  income  District  5 

housing  development.  I've  lived  in  the  South  End  of  Bos- 

I'm  interested  in  seeing  that  the      ton  for  the  past  twelve  years,  and  I 
South  End  retains  the  social,  economic  must  say  it  has  grown  into  a  fine  com- 
and  racial  diversity  for  which  it  has    munity.     My  children  and  I  have  grown 
long  been  known.     I'm  particularly         here,  proud  to  be  among  the  city's 
interested  in  seeing  that  options   (suchnost  ethnically  mixed  neighborhood, 
as  Viviendas  II  and  Tent  City)  are  de-        I  look  forward  to  being  a  member  of 
veloped  to  insure  that  long  time  resi-  SEPAC  because  it  addresses  real  issues 
dents  and  entrepreneurs  who  are  cur-      such  as:     CRIME  AND  HOUSING  NEEDS, 
rently  threatened  by  displacement,  havcwhich  affect  each  and  every  resident 
the  opportunity  to  remain  in  their         of  our  community.     My  neighbors'  car- 
neighborhood,  inq  and  concern  make  me  very  proud. 


District  6 

(Includes  Pilot  Block, 
part  of  W.  Newton, 
Dartmouth,  Tremont 
Street) 


ADELA  ACOSTA 

32  Dartmouth  Street 

District  6 

SEPAC  is  important  to  the  South 
End  community  as  a  representative 
body  tht  bases  its  development  on 
the  concerns  and  needs  of  the  people. 

Participatory  democracy  can  occur 
through  an  organization  that  is  able 
to  recognize  the  interests  of  the 
community  it  serves  in  an  equitable 
process. 

The  South  End  is  at  an  exciting 
stage  of  its  development  and  if 
elected,  I  pledge  the  energy  and  time 
necessary  to  insure  a  voice  in  the 
issues  of  housing  and  social  services 
for  our  community. 
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CURDINA  HILL 

10  Columbus  Square 

District  6 

Although  a  South  End  resident  of  two 
years,  I  have  been  actively  involved  in 
issues  of  family  violence,  housing  and 
community  development. 

As  a  SEPAC  member  I  intend  to  work 
toward  creating  and  maintaining  a  com- 
munity space  where  income  and  ethnic 
diversity  continue  to  exist,  where  all 
residents  are  safe  to  walk  the  streets 
day  or  night,  particularly  those  who 
are  most  vulnerable  to  victimization... 
women  and  the  elderly,  where  upgrading 
of  public  services  occurs  within  all 
areas  of  the  neighborhood  and  with  the 
least  disruption,  and  finally,  where 
the  interests  of  all  community  resi- 
dents are  presented  and  heard  at  the 
level  of  city  government. 

District  7 

(Union  Park  area) 


of  new  people  and  the  moving  out  of 
long-term  residents.     We  have  seen  the 
development  of  new  congregate  housing, 
the  rehab  of  older  housing  stock,  and 
the  development  of  community  gardens  on 
empty  parcels.     In  spite  of  these  many 
changes,  a  small  group  of  neighbors 
still  remain.     I  feel  it  is  our  role, 
the  newer  residents  and  the  older  resi- 
dents, to  continue  our  work  towards  a 
xinited  South  End  neighborhood.  A 
united  South  End  neighborhood  that  con- 
stantly seeks  to  integrate  its  members 
socially,  economically  and  morally, 
especially  the  elderly  and  youth,  by 
providing  a  more  stable  neighborhood 
and  maintaining  the  historical  and 
traditional  mix  of  a  united  South  End. 

SEPAC  has  constantly  played  a  role 
in  these  changes,  according  to  some, 
positive  and  according  to  others,  ne- 
gative.    But  it's  only  you,   the  united 
neighbors  in  the  South  End,  who  can 
continue  to  positively  mold  these 
changes  with  your  vote.     Therefore,  if 
you  feel  I,  with  your  help,  can  begin 
to  reshape  the  direction  of  SEPAC  so 
that  it  can  better  represent  your  in- 
terests in  the  80' s,  then  your  vote 
should  be  for  George  McCray. 

District  10 

(Includes  Chester  Park, 
TDC  area,  1701  Wash- 
ington) 


District  8 

(Eight  Streets 
borhood) 


Neigh- 


by  South  Enders  and  not  the  abstract 
concept  of  "return  on  investment"  which 
is  constantly  uses  as  a  justification 
for  the  displacement  o^  people  from 
their  homes. 

I  would  like  to  join  SEPAC  in  insur- 
ing th.-\t  government  and  developers 
meet  the  interest  of  our  people.     I  am 
fresh  and  willing  to  get  involved.  As 
a  concerned  South  Ender,  I  attempted 
to  participate,  as  many  of  you  attemp- 
ted, in  the  Gloseout  process.  The 
South  End  and  SEPAC  continue  to  face 
the  challenge  of  insuring  BRA  and  city 
Plans  for  the  South  End  address  the 
needs  of  the  residents. 

I  would  contribute  a  variety  of 
skills  to  SEPAC  as  well  as  my  sensi- 
tivity to  oeople  and  their  needs.  My 
academic  training  is  in  economics  and 
environmental  issues.     I  have  worked 
with  the  state  legislature  in  Connec- 
ticut and  am  aware  of  the  intricacies 
of  legislative  and  political  issues. 
The  Community  will  be  well  served  by  my 
election  to  SEPAC. 


District  9 

(Lower  Roxbury,  part  of 
ROXSE,  10  Hammond 
St.,  Tuckerman) 


GEORGE  McCBAV 

4  Greenwich  Court 

District  9 

We  have  all  seen  many  changes  within 
the  South  End  from  the  middle  60 's  to 
the  middle  70's,  and  entering  into  the 
80 's.     Those  changes  have  affected  us 
all,  rich,  poor,  middle  class,  white. 
Black  and  all  those  in  between: 
socially,  economically  and  morally. 
But  most  importantly  for  those  of  us  who 
lived  long  and  worked  long  in  the  South 
End,  those  changes  have  been  dramati- 
cally amplified  by  the  visual  changes  in 
the  neighborhood  in  terms  of  the  influx 


MARY  AOTJ  NELSON 

114  West  Concord  Street 

District  10 

For  two  years  I  have  lived  in  Bos- 
ton and  in  the  South  End  and  I  have 
cortie  to  greatly  admire  the  determina- 
tion of  South  End  residents  and  the 
sincerity  of  their  efforts  to  remain  in 
their  homes  and  their  neighborhood.  it 
is  because  of  my  respect  and  admiration 
for  my  neighbors  that  I  decided  to  run 
for  SEPAC  Representative  in  District  10. 
SEPAC  is  central  in  the  struggle  for  a 
South  EndVhere  everyone  can  live  re- 
gardless of  economic  position  or  ethnic 
background.     I  want  to  participate 
fully  in  this  endeavor. 

The  South  End  is  an  accepting  neigh- 
borhood.    Everyone  is  welcomed  as  they 
are.     In  order  to  maintain  this  toler- 
ance it  is  necessary  that  the  conditions 
which  allow  diversity  of  people  to  live 
here  are  continued. 

These  conditions  include  the  avail- 
ability of  housing  at  prices  affordable 
by  everyone  not  just  a  small  group  of 
people  with  money  to  invest  in  real 
estate.    This  means  making  low  and  mod- 
erate income  housing  available  not  only 
for  rental  but  also  for  oii-nership  by 
South  End  Residents. 

These  conditions  include  the  avail- 
ability of  human  services.    This  means 
continuing  the  social  service  agencies 
that  are  vital  to  many  South  Enders  but 
in  the  view  of  real  estate  developers 
decrease  the  market  value  of  property. 

These  conditions  include  the  real 
concern  for  human  well-being  expressed 


CHARLOTTE  KAHN 

229  Northampton  Street 

District  10 

The  South  End/Lower  Roxbury  Commu- 
nity is  almost  a  miracle  of  diversity, 
racial  tolerance  and  outspoken  resi- 
dents in  a  city  which  has  become  identi- 
fied with  closed  neighborhoods,  racism 
and  machine  politics.     1  will  work  to 
retain  the  South  End's  qualities  by 
supporting  efforts  to  1)  upgrade  exist- 
ing vacant  housing  stock  for  occupancy 
by  low  and  moderate  income  tenants  and 
homeowners,  2)   seek  housing  opportuni- 
ties for  persons  displaced  by  previous 
urban  renewal  programs,   3)  make  public 
housing  livable,  4)  develop  and  secure 
additional  community  managed  open  space 
such  as  community  gardens,  and  5)  en- 
courage dialogue  among  residents  of  all 
income  levels  in  order  to  unite  as  a 
community  against  the  kind  of  real  es- 
tate speculation  vuhich  will  eventually 
push  out  all  but  the  most  wealthy  and 
tenacious  residents  of  the  South  End. 

I  believe  that  the  SEPAC  model  — 
an  elected  community  council  —  is  a 
good  one  which  should  be  replicated  in 
every  Boston  neighborhood.  While 
SEPAC  has  admittedly  been  less  than 
perfect,  it  can  only  be  kept  alive  and 
well  by  the  full  participation  of  South 
End  residents.    SEPAC  will  be  as  strong 
responsive,  and  representative  as  we 
all  make  it. 


NOTICE: 

Out  of  respect  for  Bob  Fortes, 
the  Parker  House  Cocktail  Party 
for  the  Mel  King  campaign  has 
been  postponed  to  Friday, 
5:30  -  9  pm.   call  267-3759 
for  more  info. 
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District  11 

(Includes  Villa  Victoria, 
Rutland  St.,  Unity 
Tower) 


District  12 

(Includes  Worcester 
Square  Area,  part  of 
Grant  Manor) 


DINORAH  HERNANDEZ 
2  Aguadilla  Street 
District  11 

During  the  twenty  years  that  I  have 
lived  in  the  South  End  I  have  seen  many 
changes,  good  and  bad. 

One  of  the  qualities  which  I,  and 
many  others,  have  always  been  proud  of 
as  South  Enders  is  its  unique  mixture  of 
races  and  cultures.     However,  with  the 
onslaught  of  luxury  housing  and  condomi- 
niums, the  South  End  may  soon  lose  this 
unique  quality. 

I  am  deeply  concerned  by  the  fact  that 
it  is  becoming  increasingly  impossible 
for  low  and  moderate  income  families  to 
live  in  the  South  End  unless  they  are 
fortunate  enough  to  live  in  decent,  af- 
fordable housing  such  as  Villa  Victoria. 
Some  of  the  families  struggling  to  stay 
in  the  South  End  are  forced  to  pay  as 
much  as  50-75%  of  their  income  on  rent. 
Each  day  sees  the  displacement  of  more 
of  our  Third  VJorld  families,  elderly  and 
low  and  moderate  income  Whites. 

The  folks  who  own  and  build  luxury 
housing  view  their  actions  as  being  be- 
neficial.    Their  view  is  that  they  are 
doing  something  constructive  by  taking 
so-called  dilapidated  buildings  and  re- 
habbing  them  in  order  to  build  the  "new 
South  End" .     Some  of  the  questions  which 
concerned  South  Enders  should  be  asking 
are:     Why  are  these  buildings  allowed  to 
become  deteriorated  in  the  first  place? 
Based  on  the  fact  that  there  is  a  tre- 
mendous housing  shortage,  why  doesn't 
the  City  take  steps  to  insure  that  build- 
ings do  not  become  dilapidated  and  even- 
tually condemned?    Where  are  we  expected 
to  live?    Will  Third  World  families,  el- 
derly and  low  and  moderate  income  Whiter 
be  forced  to  live  in  the  suburbs?  Will 
the  "altruistic"  motives  of  the  gentry 
eventually  extend  to  Roxbury,  Dorchester 
and  Mattapan?    Do  the  gas  shortage  and 
accessibility  of  transportation  to  their 
downtown  jobs  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  fflct  i-bst-  1-he  aentrv  now  recognize 
the  South  End  as  a  desirable  place  in 
which  to  live? 

I  am  interested  in  learning  the 
answers  to  all  of  the  above  questions. 

As  a  Board  member  of  Casa  Myrna  Vas- 
quez,  Inc.,  the  South  End  Community 
Health  Center,  former  Board  member  of 
IBA  and  former  member  of  the  Blackstone 
School  REPC,  I  am  deeply  aware  of  the 
importance  of  community  involvement;  es- 
pecially during  these  times  in  which 
(without  overdramatizing)  one  may  leave 
one's  home  in  the  morning  to  go  to  work 
and  return  in  the  evening  to  find  an 
architect  drawing  plans  for  a  condomin- 
ium there. 

I  am  greatly  impressed  by  the  work 
that  SEPAC  has  accomplished  and  feel 
confident  that  this  community  elected 
group  will  continue  to  make  its  voice 
heard  in  matters  which  affect  the  South 
End.    With  your  vote  and  support  I  hope 
to  join  them  in  their  efforts. 


DAVID  MONTGOMERY 
670  Tremont  Street 
District  11 

The  nature  of  the  South  End  is 
radically  changing  and  many  of  us  who 
are  long-standing  residents  will  lose 
our  homes.     We  have  a  choice  of  two 
alternatives:     we  can  sit  helplessly 
by  as  we  are  sent  away  to  the  suburbs ; 
or,  we  can  learn  to  unite  as  a  force 
to  stop  the  condominium  conversion 
take-overs,  the  sky-rocketing  rents, 
and  the  encroachment  upon  our  different 
cultures  which  make  the  South  End  so 
special.     We  can  refuse  to  have  our 
homes  taken  right  out  from  under  us. 
We  can  learn  to  organize  and  work 
closely  with  the  neighborhood  organiza- 
tions so  that  we  can  make  our  state- 
ment, be  heard,  acknowledged  and  accom- 
odated.    To  deal  successfully  with  the 
situations  of  neighborhood  changes, 
both  wanted  and  unwanted,  what  is  re- 
quired first  and  foremost  is  absolutely 
effective  communication. 

My  entire  adult  life  has  been  spent 
in  acquiring  professional  skills  in 
communication:     graduate  of  Iowa  State 
University  (Tele-communicative  ART) , 
administrator  of  New  England  Telephone 
Co.,  director/broadcast  engineer  at 
WBZ-TV,  WSBK,  and  WGBH,  executive  dir- 
ector of  Onyx  Repertory  Ensemble, 
"Summerthing"  coordinator,  professional 
artist,  and  currently  a  second-year 
student  at  the  New  Church  Theology 
School  in  Newton,  MA.     Being  aware  and 
' convinced  of  the  power  of  effective 
communication  to  get  things  done,  I 
would  determine  to  bring  all  of  these 
skills,  as  well  as  my  love  for  the 
South  End  and  its  people,  to  bear  in  my 
wholehearted  concentration  as  a  member 
of  SEPAC. 


STEVEN  "SKIP"  ROSENTHAL 
49  East  Springfield  Street 
District  12 

The  strongest  asset  of  the  South 
End  is  its  diversity:     ethnic,  racial, 
and  social.     I  am  concerned  that  fu- 
ture plans  for  this  area  will  greatly 
affect  that  diversity.     SEPAC  is  the 
only  area-wide  agency  concerned  with 
the  impact  of  development.     By  electing 
me  as  your  District  Representative, 
this  neighborhood  would  be  assured  of 
having  a  voice  in  the  future  of  this 
community. 

Long-time  residents  should  not  be 
forced  out  of  the  South  End  because  of 
skyrocketing  rents.     Some  forms  of  gov- 
ernment subsidy  are  needed  so  that  low 
income  residents  can  afford  to  remain 
here. 

Other  major  neighborhood  issues 
that  need  to  be  dealt  with  are : 

.  The  closeout  of  BRA  properties. 
.  The  development  of  Copley  Square 

and  the  Boston  Industrial  Park. 
.  The  renovation  of  deteriorated 
and  abandoned  buildings. 


1 


A  strong  SEPAC  could  significantly 
influence  the  future  of  our  neighbor- 
hood.    Please  don't  forget  to  vote. 

District  13 

(Includes  Cathedral 
Project  area  and  Frank- 
lin Square  House) 
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MARGUERITE  HOWELL 
617  Harrison  Avenue 
District  13 

I'm  very  interested  in  SEPAC.  I've 
lived  in  the  Cathedral  Housing  Project 
for  twelve  years  and  watched  conditions 
get  steadily  worse.     As  District  13 
representative  on  SEPAC  I  will  work  for 
better  and  safer  living  conditions  for 
Cathedral  tenants  and  for  low  and  mod- 
erate income  residents  throughout  the 
South  End  and  Lower  Roitbury. 
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"He  who  would  seriously  set  up  the 
search  for  truth,  ought  in  the  first 
place  to  prepare  his  min4  with  a 
love  of  it,  for  be  that  he  who  loves 
it  not,  will  not  take  much  pains  to 
get  it,  nor  be  much  concerned  when 
he  loses  it."   John  Locke 


RUTH  BARKLEY 
621  Harrison  Avenue 
District  13 

I'm  a  South  End  resident  since  1961 
and  most  of  that  time  has  been  devoted 
to  doing  community  work.     I'll  try 
my  best. 


District  14 

(Includes  Bradford- 
Shawmut,  Union  Park 
Street  Area) 


DARRYL  SMITH 

109  East  Canton  Street 

District  14 


I  am  running  for  a  Representative 
spot  on  the  SEPAC  Council  for  our 
district.     Let  me  tell  you  a  little 
about  myself. 

I  am  a  life-long  resident  of  the 
South  End,  I  was  raised  in  the  Cathe- 
dral Housing  Project.     When  I  was 
young,  I  had  a  good  life  growing  up  in 
the  Cathedral  Housing  Project  and  the 
South  End.     I  knew  the  neighborhood  and  .^^ig^ge  about  it,  and  fight  for  it  or 
the  people  in  the  neighborhood.     Now  it  shall  surely  lose  it. 
seems  the  neighborhood  has  changed  com-  Thank  you  for  taking  to  time  to 
pletely.     The  life-long  residents,  the  , 
children  I  grew  up  with,  the  merchants 
that  sold  their  wares  are  no  longer 
around. 

As  I  grew  older,  I  watched  the  place 
I  called  home  deteriorate  around  me. 
The  Cathedral  Housing  Project  soon  be- 
came a  prison  to  me  and  no  longer  a 
home.     Being  too  young  to  understand, 
I  saw  my  home  deteriorate  as  the  pro- 
perty around  it  prospered  with  new  cos- 
metic changes  and  new  neighbors  to  go 
with  the  changes.     I  am  not  condemning 
these  factors,  but  what  has  happened  to 
the  long-time  residents  of  the  Cathe- 
dral Project  and  the  South  End?     I  ob- 
served my  mother,  Mrs.  Edna  Smith  be- 
come a  SEPAC  member  and  an  active  Com- 
munity Advocate  for  the  Cathedral 
Housing  Project.     I  learned  an  impor- 
tant lesson  from  her  and  that  was  Commu- 
nity people  can  cause  Community  change. 
The  Cathedral  Project  was  my  mother's 
battle  against  injustices. 

I  am  now  engaged  in  a  battle,  the 
plight  of  East  Canton  Street  Tenants  is 
of  major  concern  to  me,  to  the  Communi- 
ty of  the  South  End  and  to  the  City  of 
Boston.     As  Chairperson  of  the  East 
Canton  Street  Preservation  Association, 
I  have  been  working  closely  with  mem- 
bers of  SEPAC,  USES  and  the  City  of 
Boston  to  save  the  apartments  of  East 
Canton  Street  for  the  people  who  live 
there,  so  that  the  common  practice  of 
displacement  that  goes  on  frequently  in 
the  South  End  and  aroxind  the  City  of 
Boston  doesn't  happen  here. 

One  important  factor  for  winning  a 
war  is  to  win  a  battle  at  a  time.  For 
us  to  win  back  our  Community,  we  have 
to  take  a  piece  of  it  at  a  time.  When 
they  were  beautifying  the  South  End, 
who  were  they  doing  it  for? 

I  remember  the  quote  of  a  famous  En- 
glish philosopher  which  pertains  to  our 
situation  in  the  South  End. 


The  truth  is  our  Community,  we  have 
love  it  and  educate  ourselves  with 


d  this  and  please  exercise  your  power 
vote. 

District  15 

(Includes   155  North- 
ampton, Camfleld  Gar- 
dens, parts  of  Lenox- 
Camden,  Grant  AME,. 
and  Tuckerman) 

Referendum  Questioi 


As  part  of  their  proposal  to  "close 
out"  the  South  End  Urban  Renewal  Plan, 
the  BRA  and  Mayor  White  have  proposed 
to  sell  all  remaining  publically  owned 
land  and  buildings  on  the  open  market 
for  unrestricted  market-rate  housing 
development,  with  a  maximum  of  25% 
rental  subsidy  for  moderate  and  low  in- 
come people.     Included  are  several 
large  land  parcels  such  as  Tent  City 
(Dartmouth  S  Columbus) ,  Rutland  Housino 
(Rutland  S  Washington) ,  and  USES'  con- 
gregate elderly  housing  (Mass.  &  Colum- 
bus) ,  as  well  as  all  remaining  BRA 
owned  buildings. 

SEPAC,  Tent  City  Task  Force,  USES, 
and  other  community  organizations  have 
proposed  an  alternative  policy  which 
would  require  at  least  75%  of  all 
housing  developed  on  publically  owned 
land  and  buildings  to  be  reserved  for 
low  and  moderate  income  people. 

Which  do  you  .support? 
/ — 7  BRA  policy  (25%  subsidy  maximum) 
/~~^  SEPAC  etc.  proposal   (75%  subsidy) 


SEPAG  AT-LARGE CANDIDATES 


HARRY  DOW 

389A  Shawmut  Avenue 

I've  served  two  previous  terms  as 
Delegate- At-Large  of  SEPAC.     I'm  weary, 
but  the  cynical  and  cruel  forces  con- 
tinue their  cunctatious  tactics  in  the 
South  End,  hence  I  must  ask  for  your 
votes  to  help  preserve  our  community 
from  destruction  and  turning  into  an 
affluent  ghetto. 

MVRA  McADOO 

474  Tremont  Street 

I  would  most  like  to  see  the  South 
End  once  again  a  strong,  united  commu- 
nity.    I  would  like  the  streets  safe 
to  be  on  at  all  times,  appropriate 
social  services  of  all  kinds  readily 
available,  and  city  services  provided 
effectively. 

Most  of  all,  I  would  like  to  see 
quality  housing  provided  for  all  in- 
come levels  and  the  right  of  low  and 
moderate  income  families  to  reside  in 
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MICHAEL  KANE 
83  West  Brookline  Street 

As  a  member  and  former  staff  di- 
rector of  SEPAC,  I  have  worked  to 
build  SEPAC  into  an  independent  ac- 
tivist organization.     The  forces  of 
displacement  and  "gentrif ication , 
actively  promoted  by  the  White  ad- 
ministration, have  been  gaining 
ground  at  the  expense  of  the  South 
End's  long-time  residents  and  com- 
munity spirit.     In  the  next  2  years, 
critical  decisions  will  be  made  re- 
garding the  end  of  Urban  Renewal: 
whether  poor,  working  or  even  many 
middle  class  people  will  be  able  to 
afford  to  remain  in  our  neighborhood. 

South  Enders  have  a  chance  in  the 
Preliminary  Election  to  declare  our 
commitment  to  an  open  and  diverse 
neighborhood  by  voting  for  our  State 
Representative,  Mel  King.     The  elec- 
tion of  a  new  Mayor  will  once  again 
give  SEPAC  access  to  the  decisions 
made  at  City  Hall  affecting  our 
neighborhood.     Should  Mayor  White  be 
re-elected,  an  adversarial  relation- 
ship   is  guaranteed  between  the  South 
End  community  and  City  Hall  as  the 
Mayor  continues  to  build  his  Daley 
style  political  machine  and  support 
gentrification  of  the  South  End.  On 
the  next  SEPAC  I  pledge  to  continue  to 
work  for  decent  affordable  housing, 
jobs,  and  political  independence  for 
the  South  End  Community. 


EDWARD  TEIXEIRA 
676  Tremont  Street 

Quite  frankly,  the  reason  I  want  to 
be  on  the  Board  of  SEPAC  is  that  I  want 
to  add  my  voice  to  and  do  whatever  I 
can  to  stop  the  displacement  process 
taking  place  in  the  South  End.     1  lived 
in  the  Cathedral  Project  when  it  was 
almost  new  and  working  people  of  all 
ethnic  backgrounds  were  proud  of  it. 
I  also  lived  at  1445  Washington  Street 
before  it  was  torn  down  to  become  part 
Dl  the  Blackstone  School,  in  a  build- 
ing that  was  owned  by  one  of  the  worst 
slumlords  in  Boston's  history.     I  am 
happy  with  the  spirit  and  pride  taking 
place  in  the  revitalization  of  our 
community.     There  must  be  a  middle 
ground  between  the  slumlords  of  old  and 
the  $500-700  per  month  apartments  of 
today's  renovated  townhouses.     I  want 
to  see  enterprises  aimed  at  low  and 
moderate  income  people  such  as  the 
Frankie  o'Day  Block  speeded  up  and 
multiplied.     There  is  an  urgent  need 
for  the  revitalization  of  public 
housing. 

Although  I  know  that  there  are  forces 
in  the  city  administration  that  wish 
SEPAC  didn't  exist  and  try  not  to  re- 
cognize it,   it  is  a  voice  that  cannot 
be  ignored  if  you,  the  residents  of  the 
South  End,   come  out  and  vote  on 
Tuesday,  September  25. 


PosQjes  Poro  Todos 
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JOSEPH  SIERRA.  JR.  JOSE  SIERRA,  SR- 

Manager  Propielano 


OOTTIE  GUILD 

725  Tremont  Street 

I  am  a  3-year  resident  of  the  South 
End  and  currently  serve  as  co-chair- 
person of  the  Concord  Houses  Tenants 
Union,   a  group  I  co-founded.  Before 
moving  to  the  South  End  I  lived  in 
Dorchester  for  9  years  where  I  helped 
organize  the  12  Acadia  Street  Tenants 
Union  where  we  staged  a  successful 
9-month  rent  strike. 

I'm  running  for  SEPAC  because  I  be- 
lieve SEPAC  is  the  vehicle  in  the  South 
End  for  making  the  city  responsible  for 
its  actions.     SEPAC  must  hold  the  BRA 
accountable,   for  example,  for  not  fol- 
lowing through  on  its  commitments  in 
the  original  Urban  Renewal  Plan.  The 
city  pledged  to  keep  the  racial  inte- 
grity of  the  South  End  area  intact,  and 
then  went  ahead  and  segregated  the  area 
over  a  15-year  period;  and  I  don't  think 
the  community  can  afford  to  let  them  get 
away  with  that  action.     The  Urban  Renew- 
al Project  should  not  be  closed  out  un- 
til we  have  assurances  there  will  be  no 
further  displacement  of  our  low  and 
moderate  income  and  elderly  neighbors 
and  provisions  are  made  so  those  who 
were  displaced  and  want  to  return  to  the 
area  are  able  to  do  so.     We  must  also 
look  at  programs  such  as  the  312  loan 
program  which  the  city  has  used  to  fur- 
ther gentrify  the  South  End  -  we  must 
make  sure  such  programs  are  used  as 
they  were  intended  -  to  benefit  the  low 
and  moderate  income  population. 

Displacement  and  gentrification  are 
clearly  important  issues  to  which  SEPAC 
must  address  itself.     We  must  also  con- 
cern ourselves  with  all  other  facets  of 
community  life  such  as  making  sure  the 
streets  are  safe  and  maintaining  the 
South  End's  multi-racial  and  multi- 
cultural character. 

I  hope  SEPAC  can  vigorously  organize 
tenants  in  the  South  End/Lower  Roxbury 
into  a  coalition  which  can  apply  the 
necessary  pressure  to  insure  decent 
housing  at  affordable  rents  to  all  low/ 
■moderate  income  and  elderly  tenants  in 
I  the  area. 


gbls  guilty 


On  August  31,  1979,  the  Boston  Re- 
gional Office  of  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board  issued  a  charge  against 
Greater  Boston  Legal  Services,  Inc., 
alleging  the  commission  of  an  unfair 
labor  practice  against  a  recently  org- 
anized union  comprised  of  its  non-man- 


were  withheld,  the  Attorneys  Union  was 
in  the  process  of  organizing  and  seek- 
ing recognition  from  GBLS  which  in- 
sisted on  a  Labor  Board  certified  elec- 
tion, ultimately  won  by  the  Union  upon 
a  vote  of  44  to  1- 

GBLS,  a  federally  funded  agency  pro- 
viding legal  representation  to  indivi- 


agement  attorneys,  the  Greater  Boston^^   duals'unable  to  afford  private  repre 


Legal  Services  Union  (Attorney' 
The  charge  in  substance,  alleged  that 
Greater  Boston  Legal  Services'  failure 
earlier  this  year  to  distribute  cer- 
tain federal  funds  previously  obtained 
and  committed  to  salary  upgrading  was 
a  violation  of  federal  prohibitions 
against  interference ,  restraint ,  and 
coercion  of  employees  in  the  exercise 
of  rights  under  the  National  Labor  Re- 
lations Act.     At  the  time  the  funds 


sentation,  has  during  the  past  year, 
seen  the  birth  of  two  independent 
Unions,  one,  the  Greater  Boston  Legal 
Services  Staff  Association,  represen- 
ting paralegals  and  secretarial  workers 
and  the  other,  the  Attorney's  Union. 
The  same  phenomena  is  reflected  nation- 
ally with  the  emergence  of  40  legal 
services  unions,  spear'.ieaded  by  the 
National  Organization  of  Legal  Service 


Workers.     In  Boston,  starting  salaries 
for  legal  services  attorneys  have  re- 
mained at  510,500  annually  for  the  past 
eight  years,  despite  comparability 
studies  indicating  starting  salaries 
elsewhere  in  the  public  sector,  ranging 
from  $15,000  to  $18,000  annually. 

The  Union  also  charges  that  GBLS  is 
guilty  of  a  complete  lack  of  concern 
for  Affirmative  Action:     only  9  of  the 
approximately  86  attorneys  employed  by 
GBLS  are  minorities,  while  over  half 
of   ;3LS'   clients  are  Third  World  people. 
The  Union  is  presently  attempting  to 
negotiate  its  first  collective  bargain- 
ing contract,  raising  the  issues  of 

;  turnover,  affirmative  action  and  ef- 
fective allocation  of  scarce  resources, 

-  and  remains  concerned  that  management 
is  committed  to  a  course  which  will  re- 
sult in  further  charges  being  sought 
from  the  National  Labor  Relations  Board. 


Kssnsu':' 
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AT- LARGE 


DOROTHY  FLYNN 
725  Treraont  St. 


My  candidacy  for  SEPAC  is  based 
upon  my  belief  that  SEPAC  gives 
South  Enders  a  community  control 
mechanism  which  can  harness  develop- 
ment activities  and  direct  them  to 
meet  our  community's  needs.  I 
also  have  a  firm  belief  that  the  real 
value  in  the  South  End  lies  in  its 
people  -  and  not  in  its  property  - 
that  those  people  have  a  right  to  stay 
here  and  raise  their  families,  and 
that  providing  housing  for  them  does 
not  constitute  a  blight  upon  the 
neighborhood . 

I  have  served  as  Moderator  of 
the  current  SEPAC  through  the  last 
days  of  the  Urban  Renewal  Project. 
Working  for  the  South  End  in  that 
capacity  has  been  a  real  learning 
experience  for  me.   I  have  enjoyed 
my  work  with  SEPAC  and  would  like 
to  continue  as  a  member  of  the 
new  board.   I  helped  to  organize 
the  Concord  Houses  Tenants  Union, 
and  I  am  a  member  of  the  St.  Stephen's 
Food  Co-op. 

I  ahve  a  particular  concern  for 
services  to  the  elderly,  and  worked 
with  many  older  people  in  the  South 
End  in  my  role  as  Director  of  Senior 
Summerthing.   I  very  recently  left 
the  current  city  asministration  and 
am  now  happy  to  be  spending  most 
of  my  time  working  to  advance  the 
candidacy  of  Rep.  Mel  King  for 
Mayor.  Besides  feeling  that  Rep. 
King  is  uniquely  qualified  to  be 
Mayor,  I  feel  that  this  candidacy 
offers  the  SouthEnd  in  particular, 
and  the  city  in  general,  a  chance 
to  take  a  stand  on  many  of  the  issues 
that  have  torn  this  community  apart 
for  years.  Among  these  issues  I 
would  include  displacement,  condo- 
minium conversion,  rent  control, 
transportation,  community  empower- 
ment, and  an  attitude  in  government 
that  places  basic  human  needs  before 
simple  human  greed. 

I  continue  to  feel  very  glad  to 
live  in  what  I  consider  to  be  the  most 
culturally  rich  and  alive  neighbor- 
hood in  Boston,  and  to  be  able  to 
struggle  through  SEPAC  to  keep  it 
that  way.   I  think  it's  very  important 
that  here  in  theSouth  End  we  can 
argue  out  our  differences  in  a 
community  organization  like  SEPAC, 
rather  than  feeling  forced  to  take 
them  into  the  streets. 

I  feel  very  grateful  for  the 
tremendous  support  I  have  received 
from  many  individuals  in  the  South 
End.   I  truly  hope  that  the  commun- 
ity will  support  the  SEPAC  elections 
and  thereby  make  the  kind  of  state- 
ment that  says  that  people  here  have 
an  active  interest  in  what  happens 
to  the  South  End.  Further,  1  hope 
people  will  welcome  SEPAC,  as  I  do, 
as  a  mechanism  that  will  continue 
to  help  us  gain  more  control  over 
our  lives  and  nnr  community.   


PAT  QUINTAN  A 

612  Tremont  Street 

I  am  a  Cape  Verdean  woman,  married  to 
a  Puerto  Rican  man;  we  have  4  children. 
I  have  lived  in  the  South  End  all  my  life 
and  will  not  move  or  be  pushed  out. 

I  am  running  for  a  fourth  term  as 
SEPAC  representative  because  so  many  ur- 
gent issues  still  face  our  community.  I 
am  particularly  concerned  about  stopping 
condominium  conversion,  creating  more 
low  and  moderate  income  housing,  and  re- 
storing the  Cathedral  Project  as  safe, 
decent  housinq. 

I  urge  you  to  stand  behind  SEPAC,  the 
voice  of  our  community. 


CARRIE  TURNBOW 

544  Massachusetts  Avenue 

My  wealth  of  experience  in  both  com- 
munity and  public  organizations  makes  me 
an  ideal  person  to  represent  you  on  the 
SEPAC  Board.     I  have  lived  and  worked  in 
Boston  for  2  3  years  and  in  the  South  End 
for  19  years.     I  understand  the  neighbor- 
hood and  the  people  who  live  in  it.  My 
former  employment  with  the  Urban  League 
of  Greater  Boston  allowed  me  to  gain  in- 
depth  and  successful  experience  in 
education,  economic  development,  housing, 
transportation  and  citizen  participation. 

As  Director  of  the  National  Community 
Education  Project,   I  trained  and  super- 
vised 20  VISTA  volunteers  in  community 
education  locally,  as  well  as  coordinated 
the  Boston  effort  with  satell:  .e  projects 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  Beckley,  llest  Vir- 
ginia and  Hunts  Point,  New  York.     I  have 
been  instrumental  in  attraciing  founda- 
tion grants  to  the  support  cf  local  pro- 
jects,  including  the  Urban  League,  the 
Bridge  Educational  Resource  Center  and 
WINNERS . 

As  Boston  Region  Project  Director  for 
the  Executive  Office  of  Educational 
Affairs,  1  was  responsible  for  coordina- 
ting many  of  the  recruitment  and  special 
assistance  efforts  of  four  public  insti- 
tutions of  higher  education. 

I  believe  that  my  experience,  know- 
ledge, and  training,  along  with  my  demon- 
strated success  as  a  community  mover  and 
doer  will  help  me  to  provide  effective 
rei^gn-fir'-ation  for  you  on  the  SEPAC  Board 


KAREN  PRESSMAN 

33  East  Springfield  Street 

I  have  lived  and  worked  in  the  South 
End  for  over  ten  years.     I  have  been 
working  in  the  drug  preventation  and  re- 
habilitation field  since  1969.     I  am 
presently  a  member  of  the  state  Drug 
Rehabilitation  advisory  Board,  the  South 
End  Community  Health  Center  Board,  the 
East  Springfield  Street  Neighhood  Assn., 
and  Treasurer  of  SEPAC. 

AS  a  member  of  the  previous  SEP-i^C 
Board,  I  fought  for  Community  Develop- 
ment Block  Grant  Funds  to  be  given  to 
human  services  and  for  public  housing 
repairs;   for  low  and  moderate-income 
housing  construction  on  such  sites  as 
Tent  City  and  Villa  Victoria  II;  for 
the  BRA  to  meet  its  commitment  to  Tenants 
Development  Corp.  and  provide  BRA  build- 
ings for  rehabilitation  by  community 
groups  for  low  and  moderate  income  resi- 
dents; against  Urban  Renewal  Closeout 
without  specific  guarantees  for  communi- 
ty participation  after  Closeout  and 
without  the  City  having  met  its  promised 
goals  concerning  past,  present  and  fu- 
ture displacement,  adequate  housing  op- 
portunities for  low  and  moderate  income 
residents,  and  assurances  for  FHA 
tenants;  for  a  South  End-wide  tenant 
organization;   for  the  interests  of  small 
homeowners;  for  more  job  opportunities, 
affirmative  action,  and  against  unem- 
ployment; against  the  Copley  Place  De- 
velopment as  presently  conceived;  for 
an  independent  SEPAC  to  be  funded 
through  the  City  as  other  PACs  are  in 
Boston.     These  are  just  a  few  of  the 
issues  that  we  addressed  last  term.  I 
am  proud  to  have  been  a  Board  member  and 
to  have  been  an  active  participant  in 
these  struggles. 

I  am  running  for  the  SEPAC  Board  this 
term  because  I  strongly  believe  that  the 
community  must  have  a  representative 
mechanism  to  fully  participate  in  present 
community  issues  as  well  as  one  that 
plans  the  South  End's  future.     I  also  be- 
lieve that  SEPAC  is  and  can  continue  to 
be  an  effective  and  legitimate  tool  in 
this  process. 

If  I  am  elected  to  a  second  term,  I 
will  continue  to  fight  for  the  South  End 
to  be  a  multi-ethnic,  -cultural,  -racial, 
and  -economic  mix.     I  will  fight  for  the 
right  that  all  of  us  have  -  the  guaran- 
teed right  of  a  safe,  secure  and  pleasant 
place  to  live,  raise  our  families,  and  to 
grow  older  in  -  without  fear  of  displace- 
ment.    I  will  fight  for  the  original 
goals  of  Urban  Renewal  that  the  community 
agreed  upon  and  expected  to  be  met  -  to 
improve  the  conditions  of  the  community 
for  the  residents  living  in  the  area 
(without  pricing  us  out)  and  making  it 
possible  for  those  displacees  who  want  to 
return,  to  come  back  to  the  South  End. 
If  I  am  re-elected  to  SEPAC,  I  will  need 
your  active  participation,  as  will  the 
entire  Board,  to  truly  make  SEPAC  and 
community  control  an  effective  reality. 
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SEP  AC  Elections 
Be  Sure  To  Vote! 


'i\5  facilitate      >ater  participation 
in  the  SEPAC  Election,  the  SEPAC 
polls  will  be  located  outside  the 
regular  City  polls.     REMEMBER:  you 
do  not  have  to  be*  a  registered  voter 
to  vote  in  the  SEPAC  Election! 

WARD  3  PRECIMCT  7 

Holy  Trinity  Church 

140  Shawmut  Avenue  in  the  basement 

WARD  4  PRECINCT  1 
Charles  E.  Mackey  School 
90  Warren  Avenue 

WARD  4  PRECINCT  2 

John  B.  Hynes  Veterans  Auditorium 

45  Dalton  Street,  stage  entrancB 

WARD  4  PRECINCT  3 

Rice  School 

130  Appleton  street 

WARD  4  PRECINCT  4 
Union  Methodist  Church 
485  Columbus  Avenue 

WARD  5  PRECINCT  1 
Abraham  Lincoln  School 
Arlington  s  Melrose  Streets 

HARD  8  PRECINCT  1 

St.  Helena's  House 

89  Union  Park  at  Harrison 

WARD  8  PRECINCT  2 

Bethel  Tabernacle  Pentecostal 

Church,  10  St.  George  Street 

WARD  R  PRECINCT  3 

"orchard  Park  Recreation  Center 

Albany  &  Dearborn  Streets 


WARD  9  PRECINCT -1 

St.  Stephen's  Parish  Hall 

413-419  Shawmut  Avenue 

WARD  9  PRECINCT  2 

New  Hope  Baptist  Church 

740  Tremont  Street 

WARD  9  PRECINCT  3 
Elderly  Housing  ~ 
155  Northampton  street 

WARD  9  PRECINCT  4 

St.  Francis  de  Sales  Church  Hall 

175  Rugqles  Street 


WHO  CAM  VOTE: 

All  South  End  and  Lower  Roxbury 
residents  of  the  SEPAC  area  who 
were  at  least  17  years  of  age  on 
January  1,  1979,  are  eligible  to 
run  tor  SEPAC  and  vote  in  the 
election,  provided  their  names 
appear  on  the  1978  Master  Residence 
and  Voting  List.     All,  r«i;i,lent^  of 
the  SEPAC  area  who  are  not  on  this 
list  or  who  moved  into  the  area 
after  January  1,  1979,  may  prove 
their  eligibility  and  be  able  to 
vote  by  showing  reasonable  proof 
on  Election  Day. 


\\\\\ 

ELECTION  DISTRICTS  BOUNDARY 
PROJECT  BOUNDARY 


SEPAC  ELECTION 
DISTRICTS 

SOUTH  END  URBAN  RENEWAL  AREA  R-56 

QUIEN  PUEDE  VOTAR; 
Todos  los  residentes  del  South  End 
y  Bajo  Roxbury  que  tengan  por  lo 
menos  17  anos  de  edad  desde  el 
primero  de  enero  1979,  son  elegibles 
para  carrer  y  votar  en  la  eleccion 
de  SEPAC,  provedio  que  sus  nombres 
aparescan  en  la  Maestra  Residencial 
del  1978  y  las  listas  de  votantes. 
Todos  los  residentes  del  area  de 
primero  de  enero  1979,  pueden  probar 
su  elegibilidad  y  votar  pro  ensenar 
resonable  prueba  en  el  dia  de 
eleccion. 


